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The  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  was  held  in  the  Supreme 
Court  room,  at  the  Capitol,  on  Monday,  January 
9th,  1826. 

The  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  Society,  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  and  said,  it  was  with  great  re- 
gret  he  had  to  communicate,  that  the  worthy  and 
venerable  President  would  be  unable  to  attend  on 
this  interesting  occasion  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Society ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  absence, 
he  had  yielded,  to  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
wishes  of  some  of  his  friends,  and  to  a  sense  of  the 
duty  enjoined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Society, 
to  take  the  chair.  Every  one  was  so  well  apprised 
of  the  object  of  the  present  meeting,  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  occupy  their  time  by  dwelling 
on  it ;  it  was  well  known  to  every  one,  that  it  was 
to  disclose  the  transactions  of  the  Society  during 
the  past  year — to  open  prospects  for  the  future, 
and  to  derive  from  the  past,  and  the  contemplation 
of  the  future,  new  animation  in  stimulating  them 
to  the  great  objects  of  the  enterprise  which,  had 
engaged  their  attention. 
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The  following  Gentlemen  appeared  as  Delegates 
from  their  respective  Societies,  and  took  their 
seats: 

Governor  Bell,  from  the  State  Society  of  New- 
Hampshire  ; 

Colonel  Allen  McLane,  Wilmington  Auxiliary  So- 
ciety, Delaware; 

Mr.  Edward  Kirk,  Theological  Seminary,  at  Princeton; 

Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer,  Auxiliary  Society  of  Richmond 
and  Manchester; 

Major  PiLLSBOROuGH,  and  Mr.  G.  P.  Disosway,  Aux- 
iliary Society  of  Petersburg; 

Hon.  Wm.  S.  Archer,  of  Amelia  county  Society,  Virginia; 

Hon.  Samuel   Lathrop,  from  Hampden  county,  Mass. 

Hon.  Wm.  Smith,  Greenbriar  county  Society,  Virginia: 

Hon.  Robert  Leeds  Kerr,  from  the  Society  of  Talbot 
county.  Eastern  Shore,  Maryland. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
was  then  read  by  the  Resident  Agent,  Mr.  Gurley. 

The  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer  then  offered  to  the 
meeting  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
just  read,  be  adopted,  and  that  it  be  printed  under  their 
direction. 

Wm,  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq.  then  rose  and  said,  that  he 
should  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  meeting  a  series 
of  Resolutions  which  were  designed  to  explain,  as  far  as 
Resolutions  could  do,  the  real  character  and  designs  of 
that  institution,  whose  anniversary  they  were  now  assem- 
bled to  celebrate.  (Of  the  impressive  and  eloquent  speech 
of  this  Gentleman,  we  can   •^Wp.  onlv  an  abstract.)     An 


explanation  of  the  real  objects  of  the  Society  he  considered 
at  all  times  desirable,  but  much  more  so  at  the  present 
moment,  when  the  institution  had  drawn  to  its  operations 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  public  attention.  The 
scheme  of  the  Society  had  become  the  subject  of  Legisla- 
tive consideration  in  upwards  of  three  fourths  of  the 
states  composing  the  Union,  and  a  very  general  expecta- 
tion was  prevailing  throughout  the  country,  which  was, 
he  hoped,  not  to  be  disappointed,  that  they  were  now 
about  to  take  a  step,  which,  from  the  beginning,  they  had 
announced  it  was  their  intention  to  take — to  ask  the 
assistance  of  the  government  of  the  country  to  this  great 
enterprise.  On  such  an  occasion  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  appear  in  their  real  character.  It  was  due  to  them- 
selves, to  remove  the  imputations  which  had  been  cast  on 
them  by  ignorance  and  prejudice,  and  it  was  due  to  the 
country  to  make  a  full,  fair  and  candid  exposition  of  the 
real  objects  at  which  they  aimed,  and  the  means  necessary 
to  carry  those  objects  into  execution. 

The  Society  he  thought  had  reason  to  congratulate  it- 
self in  the  progress  it  had  made  in  public  opinion,  yet  it 
could  not  be  insensible  to  the  fact,  that  while  making  this 
progress,  which  had  far  exceeded  his  anticipations,  it  had 
encountered,  in  almost  every  section  of  the  country,  oppo- 
sition and  objections. 

In  reply  to  the  insinuations  thrown  out  against  the 
Society,  Mr.  F.  said,  they  might  content  themselves  by 
referring  to  the  materials  of  which  it  w^as  composed.  It 
included  amongst  its  members  some  of  the  most  able 
statesmen  from  the  East,  West,  North  and  South,  They 
might  refer  to  their  publications — to  their  annual  reports. 
But  there  is  still  another  mode  left  of  proving  the  falsity  of 
these  accusations ;  it  is  to  proclaim  aloud,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  your  government,  what  are  your  real  ob- 
jects.    Go  before  the  nation  with  the  assistance  of  Con- 
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grfess,  and  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  of  a  memorial, 
which  will  penetrate  into  every  corner  of  the  country, 
and  declare  your  objects  to  be  what  you  declared  them 
to  be  from  the  beginning — The  removal  from  your  coun- 
try of  such  people  of  colour  as  are  already  free,  and  of 
such  others  as  the  humanity  of  individuals  or  the  laws  of 
the  different  states  shall  hereafter  liberate.  Such  is  your 
real  object,  and  we  feel  prepared  to  recommend  its  con- 
sideration to  the  people  inhabiting  every  section  of  our 
country  :  we  feel  the  only  means  that  exist  are  presented  to 
us  for  the  removal  from  our  territory  of  a  population 
whose  evils  are  felt  and  acknowledged  in  every  po*'tion  of 
the  country,  and  the  only  means  by  which  a  still  more  de- 
graded population  can  ever  be  withdrawn.  Mr.  Fitzhugh 
here  spoke  of  the  evil  of  a  class  of  persons  suddenly 
emerged  from  a  state  of  slavery,  and  carrying  with  it  the 
feelings  and  habits  of  that  condition.  There  is  no  section 
of  the  country,  said  he,  that  will  refuse  to  unite  with  us  in 
endeavouring  to  remove  it — there  is  no  section  of  the 
country  that  does  not  feel  sensibly  the  inconvenience  and 
horrors  of  being  obliged  to  enact  a  particular  system  of 
laws  for  one  portion  of  freemen,  whilst  the  others  are  sub- 
ject to  the  general  law  of  the  land.  Such  unhappily  is  the 
case ;  but  there  is  a  necessity  for  it,  and  so  long  as  they  re- 
main amongst  us  will  that  necessity  continue;  and  there 
will  be  the  anomaly  in  a  republican  government  of  a  class 
of  freemen  enjoying  none  of  the  privileges  and  advantages 
of  freedom.  Is  it  either  safe  or  prudent  to  retain  amongst 
us  a  large  population,  on  whom  we  can  place  no  reliance, 
but  from  the  control  which  the  laws  exercise  over  it?  can 
this  class  be  animated  by  any  feelings  of  patriotism  towards 
a  country  by  which  they  feel  themselves  oppressed  ?  They 
are  not  trained  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  nor  do  n^e 
look  to  any  period  when  they  are  to  be  called  on  to  make 
any  exertion  for  it.     But   it  is  the  misfortune  of  a  great 


portion  of  this  country  still  to  acknowledge  the  evils  of 
slavery.  The  influence  of  this  class,  imposes  on  the  master 
the  necessity  of  exercising  with  the  greatest  rigor,  the 
power  which  the  law  has  confided  to  him,  and  imposes  on 
the  legislature  of  the  country,  the  necessity  of  increasing 
ten-fold  the  rigor  of  that  law.  It  is  known  to  a  large  portion 
of  this  meeting,  thai  tUere  is  hardly  a  state  in  the  Union, 
in  which  slavery  exists,  in  which  it  is  not  found  necessary 
to  restrain  and  in  some  cases  to  prohibit  emancipation, 
from  fear  that  the  evil  will  increase;  nor  will  the  people  of 
the  north  consider  the  object  of  the  Society  less  national 
because  it  is  at  first  in  a  manner  sectional.  It  will  give 
strength  and  vigor  to  the  whole  country — there  is  but  one 
sentiment  throughout  the  country.  Though  the  measures  we 
propose  may  be  somewhat  sectional,  they  will  be  nation- 
al in  their  results,  and  are  entitled  to  the  national  considera- 
tion and  to  the  national  assistance. 

The  greatest  objection,  said  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  which  I  have 
found  to  occur  in  any  part  of  the  Union,  is  growing  in 
a  measure  from  a  misconception  on  this  subject.  It  is  said 
that  you  who  are  about  moving  one  hundred  or  two  hundred 
to  the  coast  of  Africa,  have  undertaken  the  important  task 
of  moving  a  population  which  consists  of  millions.  Now 
this  is  not  the  fact,  as  can  be  shown  from  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  this  Society.  It  has  always  been  declared  by  those 
authorized  to  speak  on  this  subject,  that  you  did  ultimately 
look  to  the  resources  of  the  nation  to  accomplish  your 
object.  Will  any  one  pretend  to  say  that  those  powers 
and  resources  are  inadequate  to  the  end?  Will  any  one 
say  that  a  natron  like  ours,  spreading  over  one  hundred 
millions  of  acres,  which  has  risen  from  nothing  to  its  pre- 
sent important  situation  in  the  course  of  a  few  years — that 
a  nation  so  fertile  in  resourses  should  be  incapable  of  accom- 
plishing— what?  Why  I'le  removal  of  one  fifth  of  its 
population  to  another  region.  •  What  will  be  the  cost  of 
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removing  the  annual  increase  of  our  coloured  population, 
estimated  at  40,000?  I  am  informed  that  the  cost  of  the 
last  transportation  was  not  more  than  twenty  dollars  a  head, 
and  a  commercial  company  in  Baltimore  has  undertaken 
to  carry  out  any  number  of  individuals  at  that  rate.  The 
cost  then  of  removing  the  40,000,  would  be  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  or  to  speak  in  round  numbers 
one  million,  which  would  enable  you  to  go  some- 
what beyond  the  annual  increase.  The  tonnage  of  the 
United  States  amounts  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand. 
Not  more  than  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  tons  however 
would  be  demanded  for  the  transportation  of  the  number 
just  mentioned.  This  would  give  employment  to  our 
shipping  and  to  the  industry  of  our  citizens. 

It  is  objected  that  this  species  of  our  population  refuse 
to  emigrate.  But  the  history  of  our  own  country  furnishes 
indisputable  evidence,  that  where  adequate  motives  exist 
for  emigration,  it  will  take  place.  Recollect  the  recent 
emigration  to  Hayti  when  invited  to  that  Island:  six 
thousand  coloured  persons  in  a  few  weeks  were  ready  to 
embark.  Let  the  arm  of  our  government  be  stretched 
out  for  the  defence  of  our  African  Colony,  and  this  ob- 
jection will  no  longer  exist.  There,  and  there  alone,  the 
coloured  man  can  enjoy  the  motives  for  honourable 
exertion. 

It  is  said,  that  for  Congress  to  protect  this  Colony,  will 
be  to  adopt  the  Colonial  system.  But  this  Colony  will 
be  founded  for  a  peculiar  purpose.  Its  oi'igin  will  be  in 
the  humanity  and  christian  benevolence  of  the  country.  Its 
dependence  upon  this  government  will  be  temporary.  The 
connection  will  exist  only  so  long  as  required  by  necessity, 
only  until  the  Colony  shall  be  adequate  to  its  own  sub- 
sistence and  to  self  government.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
there  were  other  constitutional  objections  entertained, 
'uy  many   gentlemen    from    his   own    stale;    but   he    be- 


lieved  their  doubts  must  vanish,  if  they  would  deliberate- 
ly consider  the  greatness  and  necessity  of  the  object,  and 
that  the  powers  and  resources  of  the  government  are, 
alone,  equal  to  effect  it.  The  power  to  appropriate  mo- 
ney, was  certainly  a  specific  power.  Why,  else,  was  it 
included  in  the  number  of  the  specific  powers?  The 
power  to  appropriate  money  to  a  certain  object,  does  not, 
necessarily,  imply  the  power  to  effect  the  object.  (Here 
Mr,  F.  noticed  an  objection  derived  from  Mr.  Madison's 
celebrated  Report.)  The  power  to  purchase  property, 
does  not  include  the  power  to  force  the  person  holding  it, 
to  sell  the  property.  He  would  prescribe  no  limits  to 
Congress  in  this  matter.  As  to  the  purchase  of  territory, 
he  said,  have  we  not  already  acquired  Louisiana  and  Flo- 
rida? Some,  he  knew,  entertained  the  opinion,  that  the 
time  for  an  application  to  Congress  has  not  arrived.  In 
his  view,  the  best  time  had  passed  away.  Such,  he  knew, 
had  been  the  opinion  of  a  distinguished  Vice-President  of 
the  Institution,  (Gen.  Harper)  whose  death  would  long  be 
deplored.  The  wants  of  the  Colony,  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  the  evil  we  seek  to  remove,  demand  the  atten- 
tion of  some  of  the  best  friends  of  the  Society,  no  longer 
in  Congress.  If  we  aim  at  any  great  practical  results,  it 
is  time  to  proceed.  We  must  act  without  disguise:  be 
open,  candid,  and  fair.  While  this  Society  is  removing 
molehills,  mountains  are  accumulating  in  its  path.  Aim- 
ing at  a  great  object,  which  no  one  need  be  ashamed  to 
avow,  he  hoped  the  Institution  would  make  its  appeal  to 
those  powers  of  the  country  which  alone  could  consum- 
mate the  design. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  were 
then  submitted  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  and  adopted. 

Whereas  prejudices  have  been  found  to  exist  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  United  States,  against  the  American  Colo- 
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nizatiou  Society,  growing  out  of  an  evident  misconcep- 
tion of  its  real  character  and  objects;  and  whereas  it  has 
sometimes  been  charged  with  the  extravagant  idea  of  be- 
ing enabled  to  effect  the  purposes  of  its  creation  by  means 
of  individual  charity  and  individual  exertions  only: 
Therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Society  disclaims,  in  the  most 
unqualified  terms,  the  designs  attributed  to  it,  of  interfer- 
ing, on  the  one  hand,  with  the  legal  rights  and  obligations 
of  slavery,  and  on  the  other,  of  perpetuating  its  existence 
within  the  limits  of  the  country. 

2.  Besolved,  That  its  only  object  is,  what  has  been  at 
all  times  avowed,  the  removal  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  with 
their  own  consent,  of  such  people  of  colour  within  the 
United  States,  as  are  already  free,  and  of  such  others,  as 
the  humanity  of  individuals,  and  the  laws  of  the  differ- 
ent States,  may  hereafter  liberate. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Society  has,  from  its  organiza- 
tion, looked  to  the  powers  and  the  resources  of  the  nation, 
or  of  the  several  States,  as  alone  adequate  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  important  object. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  period  has  arrived,  when  the 
Society  feels  itself  authorized,  by  the  efforts  it  has  made, 
to  apply  to  the  Government  of  the  country  for  the  aid  and 
co-operation  essential  to  give  success  to  these  efforts. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare and  present,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  memorials,  praying  such  aid  and  assistance  to 
the  Society  as  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  afford. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Soci- 
ety be  instructed  to  prepare  and  present  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  memorials,  praying  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  as  may  be  calculated  to  encourage 
and  facilitate  the  emigration  of  the  free  people  of  colour 
witliin  their  respective  limits. 
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The  Committee  appointed  under  the  5th  ResO' 
tion  consists  of  William  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq.  Gen. 
Mercer,  Gen.  Jones,   F.  S.  Key,  Esq.   and  Gen. 

Mason. 

Mr.  Clay  then  withdrew,  and  Gen.  Mason  was 
called  to  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  F.  S.  Key,  Esq. 

Eesolved^  That  the  Society  most  sincerely  feel  the  loss 
they  have  sustained  by  the  death  of  Elias  B.  Caldwell, 
Esq.  their  Corresponding  Secretary;  and  that  they  highly 
appreciate  the  important  services  rendered  by  him  to  the 
Colonization  cause. 

On  motion,  by  Rev.  William  Hawley, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to 
Mr.  AsHMUN,  Colonial  Agent  at  Liberia,  for  his  active 
and  useful  exertions  in  behalf  of  the  Colony. 

On  motion,  by  P.  G.  Disosway,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to 
the  President,  and  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  for  their 
services  during  the  past  year. 

On  motion  of  Geo.  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to 
those  Clergymen,  who,  on  the  last  anniversary  of  our  In- 
dependence, advocated  the  cause  of  this  Society,  and  took 
up  collections  in  its  behalf;  and  that  they  be  respectfully 
solicited  to  renew  their  exertions  for  the  same  objects  on 
every  future  similar  occasion. 

From  the  speech  of  Mr.  Custis,  before  offering 
the  above  Resolution,  we  give,  with  pleasure,  the 
following  extracts : 

The  objects  of  this  institution  are  well  known  to  the 
world;  for  no  concealment  whatever  has  ever  been  intend- 
ed.    The  Society  aims  at  the  removal  of  free  persons  of 
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colour;  it  interferes,  in  no  way  whatever,  with  the  rights 
of  property— at  the  same  time  it  permits    its  members, 
and  myself  among  the  rest,  a  right  of  opinion.     I  will  say, 
sir,  suppose  the  happy  day  had  arrived  when  you  beheld 
the  stern  of  the  last  vessel  which  carried  the  last  free  per- 
son of  colour  from  our  shores — would  you  say  the  work 
was  done?     No,  sir,  you  would  say  it  was  but  just  begun. 
They  will  tell  you  of  the  stupendous  nature  of  the  work. 
Sir,  a  single  man  was  the  cause  of  the  Reformation.      Sir, 
a  single  man,  and    that  man  a  poor  wandering  hermit, 
preached  up  a  crusade,  and   sent  the  whole  chivalry   of 
Europe  to  accomplish  the  redemption  of  the  Holy  Land. 
One  man  spread  the  religion  of  the  Koran  throughout  half 
the  habitable  globe.      Now,  then,  sir,  I  ask,  where  is  the 
attempt  too  great  for  man  to  make?     K  such  have  been 
the  splendid  efforts  of  mdividuals,  what  would  occur,  sup- 
posing a  great  nation  were  to  make  the  attempt?     Sup- 
pose her  genius,  her  energies,  her  wealth  combined,  what, 
sir,  could  stand  before  it?     I  believe  this  Institution  to  be 
in  full  health  and  prosperity.      To  be  sure,  its  origin  has 
been  feeble,  but  it  grows  apace,  and  it  has  gained  the  re- 
spect, the  attention,  and   in  some  instances,  the  affection 
of  mankind.      So  far,  so  good;  but  permit  me  to  say,  there 
is  something  yet  to  be  felt,  something  yet  to  be  done. 
Look  around   upon  this  country,  and  tell  me,  if  this  in- 
fant is  to  grow,  if  it  will  not,  by  and  by,  be  able  to  stran- 
gle the  mightiest  serpent  that  ever  infested  the  world. 
Look  to  the  origin  of  this  Government;  look  at  those  aged 
men,  some  of  whom  remain  now,  like  the  ancient  pillars 
of  Balbec  and  Palmyra,    scattered  here  and  there,  but  to 
show  what  the  magnificence  of  the  temple  once  was;  or 
will  you  listen   to  the  words  of  that  illustrious  man,  who 
appears  like  the  venerable  oak  around  whose  wisdom  the 
young  tendrils  delight  to  climb? 


13 

I  will  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  words  more,  and  de- 
tain you  but  a  few  moments  longer.  If  this  Institution 
applies  to  the  General  Government,  it  asks  for  a  great 
matter  of  state  policy  and  benefit.  It  asks  this  country 
to  relieve  itself  from  the  load  which  presses  it  down  to 
the  earth :  for  who  will  come  amongst  us  while  these  evils 
create  a  pestilential  atmosphere  which,  like  the  Upas,  pre- 
vents every  thing  from  approaching  near  it.  If  the  Gen- 
eral Government  opens  its  arms  and  receive  this  Institu- 
tion to  its  bosom,  and  if  it  nourish  and  cherish  and  cause 
it  to  bloom  and  flourish,  it  will  do  one  of  the  noblest  acts 
that  have  been  done  since  the  formation  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  nominate 
and  recommend  the  officers  of  the  Society  for  the 
ensuing  year,  consisting  of  Mr.  Key,  Mr.  FitK= 
hugh,  and  General  Jones, 

The  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  by 
the  Committee,  and  elected  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz : 
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OFFICERS. 

Hon.  BusHROD  Washington,  President, 
Honorary  Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.   Wm.  H.   Crawford,  of  Georgia, 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Washington  City, 
Hon.  Wm.   Phillips,  of  Massachusetts, 
Hon.    Henry  Rutgers,  of  New- York, 
Hon.   J.  E.   Howard,  of  Maryland, 
Hon.   J.  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland, 
Hon.    Daniel  Webster,  of  Boston, 
Hon.   Isaac  McKim,  of  Maryland, 
Gen.  Lafayette, 

Hon.  John  Marshall,  of   Virginia, 
Gen.  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia, 
Gen.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Virginia, 
Robert  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Pennsylvania, 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  Yale  College, 
General  John  Mason,  District  of  Columbia, 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  New  Jersey, 
Wm.  H.   Fitzhugh,   Esq.  Virginia,. 
,  Hon.   Richard  Rush,  Washington  City. 

Managers. 

Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilmer, 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.  Rev.  John  N.  Campbell, 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Laurie,  Joseph  Gales,  Jun.  Esq. 

Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  Wm.  Thornton,  Esq. 

Rev.  Dr.   S.  B.  Balch,  Col.  Henry  Ashton, 

Rev.  0.  B.  Brown,  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson,^ 

John  Underwood,  Recorder, 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.   Treasurer,    ' 
Ralph  R.   Gurley,  Resident  Agent. 
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At  this  annual  return  of  the  season,  when  it  he- 
comes  the  duty  of  the  Managers  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  to  present  to  their  friends  a 
concise  record  of  their  proceedings  during  the  year, 
and  of  the  results  of  them,  they  pause  with  no  ordi- 
nary emotion,  and,  like  the  traveller,  that  ascending 
towards  the  summit  of  a  mountain,  stops  to  survey 
the  obstacles  overcome,  and  to  compare  them  with 
those  to  be  surmounted,  find  gratitude  for  the  past, 
ministering  hope  and  confidence  for  further  exer- 
tion:— In  the  clearer  and  more  comprehensive  views 
of  such  an  hour,  they  anticipate  with  peculiar  de- 
light a  period,  when,  having  ceased  from  difficult 
and  toilsome  efforts,  they  may  see  spread  before 
them,  as  was  once  before  the  eyes  of  Hannibal  on 
the  Alps,  the  field  of  reward  for  all  their  labours. 

The  new  system  of  government  organized  in  the 
Colony,  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  present 
agent,  Mr.  Ashmun,  from  the  Cape  de  Verds,  in 
September,  1824,  has  resulted  in  the  most  benefi- 
cial effects.  It  was  deemed  important  to  render,  as 
far  as  practicable,  all  the  political  arrangements  of 


16 

the  Colony,  so  many  preparatory  measures  to  its  in- 
dependence ;  and  to  this  end,  is  the  government 
which  has  been  established  believed  to  be  particu- 
larly adapted.  The  whole  system  went  into  opera- 
tion with  the  full  sanction  of  the  people  ;  the  spirit 
of  restlessness  and  insubordination  ceased  from  the 
first  day  of  its  operation  ;  indolence,  despondency 
and  distrust,  were  succeeded  by  industry,  enter- 
prize  and  confidence ;  and  the  experience  of  more 
than  a  year,  has  confirmed  the  hope,  that  it  will,  at 
least  for  a  considerable  time,  fulfil  all  the  purposes 
of  its  institution. 

It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  the  Board  are 
able  to  state,  that  the  progress  of  improvement  in 
the  Colony,  has  equalled  every  reasonable  expecta- 
tion, and  furnished  decisive  evidence,  that  its 
members  are  neither  unmindful  of  their  obliga- 
tions to  their  benefactors,  nor  indisposed  to  assume 
that  character  of  energy  and  worth,  which  will 
best  secure  the  approbation  of  their  own  conscien- 
ces, and  the  respect  of  mankind. 

All  the  settlers,  except  those  which  arrived  in 
the  last  expedition,  are  in  well  constructed  houses, 
built  principally  at  their  own  expense ;  each  family 
has  a  productive  garden ;  a  plot  of  forest-ground 
exceeding  five  hundred  acres  has  been  cleared,  and 
twenty-seven  plantations  put  under  cultivation ; 
several  most  useful  public  works  and  buildings 
have  been  completed,  while  others  equally  indis- 
pensable remain  unfinished,  only  because  requiring 
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materials  which  Africa  cannot  furnish,  and  which 
the  Board  have  as  yet  been  unable  to  supply. 

Through  the  recent  liberal  aid  of  their  friends, 
however,  the  Managers  have  been  permitted  to 
purchase  the  necessary  articles,  which  are  already 
on  board  the  vessel  that  is  to  convey  them  to  the 
Colony.  A  quantity  of  lumber,  earnestly  solicited 
by  the  Colonists,  will  be  sent  to  them  immediately, 
for  half  of  which  they  have  promised  to  make 
payment,  by  the  return  of  the  vessel,  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country.  Should,  as  is  expected,  a 
valuable  profit  be  realized  by  the  sale  of  this  pro- 
duce, the  whole  amount  will  be  expended  in  the 
purchase  of  additional  supplies,  to  be  exchanged  as 
before,  for  articles  of  African  growth,  the  proceeds 
of  which,  when  sold,  may  again  be  invested  in  stores 
for  the  Colony,  and  thus  be  commenced  a  system  of 
trade  to  be  regulated  solely  by  the  demands  of  the 
settlement,  and  which  must  necessarily  measure  its 
own  increase  by  its  contributions  to  the  Colonial 
prosperity. 

Every  thing  possible  has  been  done  to  advance 
education  in  the  Colony.  To  this  great  object  the 
attention  of  the  Colonial  Agent  has  been  sedulously 
directed,  and  three  daily  and  two  Sunday  schools 
have  been  established.  Imperfect  as  is  the  charac- 
ter of  these  schools,  they  are  doubtless  of  essential 
utility  ;  and  when  improved  by  a  supply  of  books, 
and  by  the  increased  ability  which  experience  must 
confer  upon  the  teachers,  their  benefits  will  be 
greatly  augmented.  Another  school,  on  the  Lan- 
3 
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easterian  plan,  is  immediately  to  go  into  operation 
under  the  direction  of  a  clergyman  just  embarked 
for  Liberia,  as  a  missionary,  which  the  Board  ven- 
ture to  hope,  will  afford  still  higher  advantages,  and 
rising  with  the  growth  of  the  Colony,  finally  attain 
to  literary  and  lasting  importance.  A  valuable 
library  has  been  obtained  for  this  school  through 
the  generous  aid  of  a  gentleman  in  Vermont, 
(whose  efficient  services  have  heretofore  been 
gratefully  mentioned  by  the  Board,)  and  should  the 
progress  of  any  of  the  scholars  justify  instruction 
in  the  higher  branches  of  knowledge,  a  department 
for  this  object  may  be  attached  to  the  Institution. 
Of  the  library  just  mentioned,  two  hundred  vo- 
lumes were^'eceived  as  a  donation  from  the  students 
of  Yale  College.* 

But  the  event  to  be  recorded  by  the  Managers, 
which  will  excite  in  the  minds  of  their  christian 
friends,  the  most  joyful  and  devout  emotions,  is  that 
of  a  striking  improvement  in  the  religious  charac- 
ter of  the  Colony.  It  is  well  known  that  this  little 
community  is  made  up  of  selected  individuals,  and 
that  the  Board  have  ever  required  of  those  seeking 
their  patronage,  satisfactory  evidence,  that  their 
morals  were  pure,  and  their  habits  industrious. 
Hence  this  settlement  has,  from  its  origin,  exhibit- 
ed great  decency,  sobriety,  respect  for  the  sabbath, 
and  the  other  peculiar  duties  and  ordinances  of  our 
religion.  It  has  thus  shed  a  benign  and  sacred 
light  upon  the  heathen ;  and  the  feelings  of  the  pro- 

*  Appendix  A.  ■  ^ 
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tane  and  lawless  stranger,  as  he  treads  upon  Cape 
Montserado,  are  subdued  into  unwonted  seriousness. 
But  although,  from  the  first,  the  Society's  settlement 
has  worn  an  aspect  of  moral  beauty,  yet,  with  fer- 
vent gratitude  do  the  Board  announce  the  fact,  that 
dunng  the  past  year,  religion  has  received  a  more 
deep  and  general  attention  than  ever  before — that 
many  individuals  have  assumed  the  christian  pro- 
fession, and  thus  far  exemplified  in  practice 
the  spirit  and  laws  of  their  Faith.  To  those  who 
feel  sympathy  for  the  immortal  wants  of  our  nature, 
and  consider  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into 
Africa,  one  of  the  most  commanding  benefits  to  be 
produced  by  this  Society,  this  religious  change  will 
not  prove  without  interest;  and  may  not  an  argu- 
ment be  derived  from  it  invincible,  because  based 
upon  the  manifest  purposes  of  Heaven,  for  more  vi- 
gorous and  confident  exertion  ?  And  here  it  be- 
comes the  Board  to  notice,  with  special  approba- 
tion, the  faithful  missionary  services  of  the  Rev. 
Lott  Carey,  by  whom  many  native  Africans  have 
been  inspired  with  desires  after  knowledge,  which 
it  is  not  possible,  at  present,  fully  to  gratify.  It  is, 
however,  a  pleasing  reflection,  that  about  fifty 
heathen  children  reside  in  the  Colony,  receive  par- 
tial instruction,  and  enjoy  the  influence  of  christian 
example. 

The  successful  termination  of  recent  negotiations 
with  the  African  kings,  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
colonial  territory,  by  the  purchase  of  an  extensive 
tract  of  country  on  the  river  St,  Paul's,  must  be  re- 
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garded  as  a  most  auspicious  event,  and  illustrates 
both  the  ability  of  the  Colonial  Agent,  and  the  mor- 
al influence  which,  by  the  uniform  exhibition  of 
truth  and  justice,  the  settlement  has  acquired  over 
barbarous  minds.  From  a  map  of  the  country  adja- 
cent to  the  Colony,  accurately  delineated  by  Mr. 
Ashmun,  as  the  result  of  a  survey  made  by  himself,  it 
appears  that  the  tongue  of  land  included  between 
the  Montserado  river  on  the  N.  E.  and  the  ocean 
on  the  S.  W.  and  of  which  the  Cape  forms  the  ter- 
mination, does  not  in  any  part,  to  the  distance  of 
twelve  miles,  exceed  three  miles  in  breadth,  and  that 
even  of  this,  not  more  than  one-half  is  adapted  to 
purposes  of  general  cultivation.  It  is  obvious  from 
this  fact,  that  no  considerable  number  of  agricultur- 
alists could  be  accommodated  with  plantations  on 
this  tract  without  being  entirely  separated  from  the 
principal  settlement,  and  as  the  region  between 
these  two  boundaries,  beyond  the  distance  of  twelve 
miles,  furnishes,  by  a  partial  culture,  subsistence  to 
several  native  tribes,  an  eifort  to  obtain  territory 
in  some  other  direction  seemed  indispensable.  Such 
an  effort  has  been  successfully  made.  The  whole 
country  between  the  Montserado  and  the  St.  Paul's, 
(the  mouth  of  which  is  north  nine  miles  from  the 
former  river,)  extending  indefinitely  into  the  inte- 
rior, is  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Society. 
The  deed  of  sale  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Man- 
agers ;  and  the  whole  transaction  appears  to  have 
been  conducted  on  both  sides  with  perfect  sinceri- 
ty and  good  faith,     "  I  told  the  Kings  (says  Mr. 
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Ashmun)  they  knew  that  I  had  never  deceived  or 
injured  them,  or  ever  treated  their  best  interests 
Vi^ith  indifference.  I  knew  they  considered  me 
their  friend,  and  my  heart  agreed  with  their  opin- 
ion in  testifying  that  I  was  so.  I  had  been  long  in 
their  country,  and  for  the  same  reasons  which  for- 
bade me  to  be  the  enemy  of  my  own  countrymen, 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  be  theirs.  They  saw 
me  spending  my  life  in  a  strange  country  in  order 
to  do  black  men  good,  and  black  people  were  all 
brothers.  I  felt  much  the  same  for  all,  and  knew 
they  would  confide  in  me  as  I  certainly  should  in 
any  deliberate  act  of  theii'S.  It  was  at  this  moment 
(he  continues)  that  I  became  more  fully  convinced 
than  ever  before,  of  the  happy  effects  which  that 
couree  of  exact  justice  which  I  had  so  long  endea- 
vored to  pursue,  could  produce  on  savage  minds. 
I  felt  that  our  policy  had  gained  a  moral  conquest, 
and  that  was  the  moment  of  triumph.  They  reci- 
procated the  confidence  which  I  professed  to  repose 
in  them,  and  as  the  Board  will  perceive  from  the 
journal,  yielded  the  important  point  sought  of 
them."  The  St.  Paul's  river  is  represented  as  half 
a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  retaining  quite  across 
a  depth,  varying  but  little,  of  from  four  to  five 
fathoms ;  its  waters  sweet  nearly  the  whole  year  at 
a  small  distance  from  the  ocean,  and  the  whole  year 
at  the  distance  of  nine  miles.* 

The  region  thus  ceded  to  the  Society  is  a  fine 
champaign  country,  elevated  from  twenty  to  thirty 
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feet  above  the  river,  formerly,  in  "  Africa's  better 
days,"  covered  with  numerous  villages,  but  now 
almost  depopulated  by  the  slave-trade,  with  a  fer- 
tile soil,  destitute  of  stones,  and  for  purposes  of  agri- 
culture not  inferior  to  any,  as  yet  explored,  on  the 
African  coast.  The  conclusion  of  these  negotia- 
tions, the  Board  will  only  add,  is  an  event  uncom- 
monly felicitous,  whether  we  consider  the  measures 
by  which  it  was  produced,  or  the  interests  which 
it  cannot  fail  to  secure. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the  accomplishment  6f  its  humane  pur- 
pose towards  such  Africans  as  are  brought  into  our 
country  in  contravention  of  the  laws,  has  been 
pleased  to  select  the  Colony  at  Liberia  for  their 
residence,  and  that  by  its  authority,  a  number  of 
rescued  captives  have  already  been  transferred  to 
that  place.  The  progress  of  these  poor  Africans 
in  the  common  branches  of  an  English  education, 
has  been  equal  to  the  best  hopes,  which  a  know- 
ledge of  their  former  circumstances  would  justify, 
and  such  are  their  habits  of  agricultural  industry 
as  must  in  a  short  time  enable  them  to  obtain,  inde- 
pendently, the  means  of  a  comfortable  subsistence. 
Many  others  are,  we  understand,  soon  to  be  added 
to  these  objects  of  a  benevolent  policy,  who  will 
require  for  some  years  the  guardianship  and  aid  of 
this  nation.* 

A  respectable  company  of  emigrants,  sixty-six 
in  number,  most  of  them  agriculturists  from  Vir- 
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ginia,  took  passage  at  Norfolk,  in  the  brig  Hunter, 
early  in  February,  and  arrived  at  Liberia  on  the 
fifteenth  of  March.  Within  one  month  after  they 
disembarked,  they  all  experienced  the  disease  of 
the  climate;  but  its  eifects  proved  mild,  and  the  re- 
covery of  most  was  rapid  and  entire.  Among  the 
adults,  two  young  men  only,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  great  imprudence,  perished  as  its  victims,  though 
a  more  considerable  loss  occurred  among  the  chil- 
dren, which  constituted  nearly  half  the  expedition. 

An  able  physician,  who  expected  to  accompany 
these  emigrants,  was  unfortunately  detained  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  want  of  his  knowledge  and 
attentions  was  severely  felt.  The  inadequacy  of 
the  accommodations,  and  the  scantiness  of  the  medi- 
cal stores,  it  must  not  be  concealed,  augmented  the 
suiferings.  A  large  building  erected  especially  for 
the  benefit  of  newly  arrived  emigrants,  is  nearly 
completed ;  and  the  physician,  to  whom  we  have 
just  referred,  will  embark  in  a  vessel  now  prepared 
to  sail  for  the  Colony. 

The  extent  and  atrocity  of  the  slave-trade  re- 
mains, it  is  believed,  undiminished,  and  in  more 
than  one  instance,  during  the  year,  has  the  flag  of 
our  country  been  seen  to  wave  over  vessels  em- 
ployed beyond  all  doubt  in  this  traflic.  Numerous 
facts  might  be  adduced  in  proof,  that  American 
citizens  still  participate  in  the  crimes  and  gains  of 
this  trade,  which  we  can  hardly  hope  will  be  exter- 
minated, until  the  whole  christian  world  becomes 
so  sensible  of  its  iniquity,,  as  unanimously  to  de- 
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nounce  it  as  an  intolerable  offence,  to  which  no  flag 
shall  give  protection.* 

The  interest  felt  in  the  objects  of  this  Institution, 
has  become  deep  and  extensive  ;  every  day  witnes- 
ses its  progress ;  the  energy,  donations  and  number 
of  its  friends,  have  the  last  year  been  greatly  in- 
creased; and  a  spirit  of  resolution  is  now  evinced  in 
its  favour,  not  less  honourable  to  our  nation  than 
auspicious  for  the  cause  which  it  is  directed  to  ad- 
vance. Numerous  auxiliary  Societies  have  been 
organized  in  the  states  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina;  and  others  of  equal  promise  in 
New  England. I 

The  success  of  the  Agents  of  the  Society  in  the 
northern  States,  has  enabled  the  Managers  to  fit 
out  a  vessel  from  Boston,  which,  with  about  forty 
emigrants,  a  missionary,  physician,  adequate  sup- 
plies, and  the  library  already  mentioned,  a  week 
since,  sailed  for  Liberia.  J 

Another  and  larger  vessel  is  also  chartered  and 
preparing  for  her  departure,  which,  in  addition  to 
stores  and  lumber  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
Colony,  will  convey  to  Africa  the  United  States 
Agent  and  Colonial  Surgeon,  Dr.  Peaco,  and  more 
than  one  hundred  emigrants,  principally  from  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina. 

By  many  churches  in  our  country,  on  the  last 
anniversary  of  our  national  independence,  collections 
were  taken  up  to  aid  the  funds  of  this  Institution.. 
In  their  last  report,   the  Board  ventured  to  solicit 
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the  christian  community,  to  remember  their  cause  on 
that  day,  and  to  express  the  hope  that  charity  to  their 
objects,  would  generally  be  deemed  appropriate  to 
that  occasion.  Their  wishes  were  seconded  by  the 
recommendations  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  by  some  other  ecclesias- 
tical bodies,  and  the  amount  received  in  consequence 
into  their  Treasury,  has  not  been  inconsiderable. 
The  Managers  trust  that  their  cause  will  be  advo- 
cated by  the  reverend  Clergy  on  the  next  fourth 
of  July,  and  on  every  succeeding  one,  with  more 
eifort  and  greater  success. 

Such  specimens  of  African  produce  have  been 
received  from  the  Colony,  as  give  reason  to  hope 
well  of  its  future  benefits  to  the  commerce  of  our 
country.-  Coffee  and  cotton  grow  spontaneously, 
and  the  former  is  uncommonly  large,  and  of  an  ex' 
celleut  quality.  Indigo  and  the  sugar  cane  suc- 
ceed, and  will  be  cultivated  with  advantage.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  settlement  camwood  is  abun- 
dant, and  mahogany  grows  on  the  cape.  The  tim- 
ber of  Liberia  is  various  and  durable  and  well 
adapted  to  building.  The  Teakwood  is  exported 
from  Sierra  Leone  and  probably  grows  in  the  Ame- 
rican Colony. 

If  the  commerce  of  Africa  is  now,  when  her  fields 
are  almost  desolate  and  untilled,  an  object  of  avidi- 
ty to  many  nations,  her  productive  soil  cultivated 
by  an  industrious  and  enlightened  people,  must  af- 
ford the  means  of  a  most  valuable  trade.* 

*  Appendix  G. 
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The  African  Repository,  a  monthly  journal,  puh= 
lished  by  order  of  the  Board,  was  commenced  in 
March  last.  The  first  number  was  issued  to  one 
hundred  subscribers,  which  have  since  increased 
to  one  thousand. 

The  Managers  had  but  just  expressed,  with  a 
deep  sense  of  their  loss,  their  respect  for  the  me- 
mory of  a  distinguished  Vice  President  of  this  So- 
ciety, when  they  were  called  to  deplore  the  de- 
cease of  another,  early,  able  and  devoted  friend. 
Such,  indeed,  was  Elias  B.  Caldwell,  the  late  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  this  Institution.  His  ser- 
vices were  cheerfully  rendered  to  the  Society  from 
the  time  of  its  origin,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  with 
an  attachment  to  its  objects,  which  sickness  could 
not  diminish,  and  a  pious  confidence  in  its  success, 
which  remained  unshaken  to  his  last  hour.  For 
one  or  two  years,  his  extreme  debility  prevented 
those  energetic  efforts  which  he  was  disposed  to 
make,  but  the  strength  that  he  possessed  was  never 
spared,  but  frequently  exerted,  until  his  feeble 
frame  sunk  beneath  the  power  of  mental  exertion. 
Though  no  longer  favoured  with  his  presence,  and 
his  counsel,  the  Managers  have  the  light  of  his 
example,  and  will  ever  cherish  as  sacred,  the  re- 
collections of  his  worth. 

Connected  with  their  cause,  the  Managers  are 
sensible  that  there  are  some  questions  of  difficulty 
and  delicacy  which  should  be  discussed,  if  at  all, 
with  sobriety ;  and  with  a  due  consideration  of  the 
various  opinions,  and  even  prejudices,  with  which 
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they  are  unfortunately  combined.  The  Managers 
propose  no  deviation  from  the  original  purpose  of 
the  Society,  but  are  resolved  to  adopt,  openly  and 
candidly,  those  measures,  and  those  only,  which 
wisdom  and  prudence  shall  dictate :  such,  in  fine, 
as  may  be  best  adapted  to  diminish  the  force  of 
contradictory  objections,  and  secure  the  favor  and 
aid  of  the  States  most  deeply  interested  in  tlie  suc- 
cess of  their  efforts. 


2S 


DR. 

The  Jlmerican  Colonization  Society  in  Account  Current 

with  Richard  S^tiith,  Treasurer. 
1825. 
March  31,  To  cash  paid  William  M'Kenney,  balance  of 

agencj'^  account, 
April    12,  Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley, 

May      11,  Ditto  ditto, 

June       8,  Ditto  ditto,  expenses  to  Philadel- 

phia, 
15,  Ditto      John  Kennedy, 

28,  Ditto      William  M'Kenney's  account, 

July        8,  Ditto     John  vv.  Peaco, 

11,  Ditto      Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  on  account  of 

Mr.  Ashmun, 

12,  Ditto     J.  Kennedy,  for  postage, 
27,  Ditto      James  C.  Dunn,  for  printing. 

Ditto      Way  &  Gideon,  for      do. 
Aug.       1,  Ditto      Ethan  Andi-ews,  - 

17,  Ditto      Peter  Force,  - 

22,  Ditto      postage  on  letters  to  Treasur- 

er to  date, 

23,  Ditto      Wm.  Vi'Kenney's  account, 
31,             Ditto      Peter  Force,     - 

Sept.  ■    6,  Ditto      A.  B.      aller,  for  articles  for  Co- 

lony, 
r.  Ditto      Wm.  M'Kenney's  account, 

17,  Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley, 

20,  Ditto      John  Kennedy, 
Ditto      Mr.  Dodds,  for  rent  of  office, 

22,  Ditto      R.  K.  Gurley, 

30,  Ditto      VVm.  M'Kenney,  bal,  of  account, 

Oct.         8,  Ditto      Ingle,  Lindslej^,  &  Ingle,  supplies 

for  Colony,    -  -  - 

10,  Ditto      Rev.  Doct  Laurie,  expenses  to 

Norfolk,         ... 
Ditto      M'^ay  &  Gideon,  for  printing. 
Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley, 
16,  Ditto      John  W.  Peaco, 

19,  Ditto      Tucker  &  Thompson,  for  clothes 

for  '  ■!'.  Ashmun, 
Ditto      John  Kennedy,  1  month's  salary. 
Ditto      R.  W.  Sampson, 
Ditto      John  Kennedy,  postages, 

21,  Ditto      W.  Thompson,  supplies  for  Co- 

lony, 
25,  Ditto      R.  R.  Gurley, 

Ditto      A.  B.  Waller,  supplies  for  Colony, 
Not.       2,  Ditto      E.  Dennison,  do. 

5,  Ditto      Doct.  H.  Steel,      - 

16,  Ditto      L.  Tiernan,  jr.  Auxiliary  Society, 

Baltimore,  -  -  88  91 

Carried  forward,  $4,424  7S 
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50 

723  87 

38 

20  75 
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26  09 

26  16 

100 

200 

167  87 

100 

15  33 

405 

100 

18 

350 

250 

67  50 

20 

20 

143  49 

344  72 

50 

200 

30 

200 

50 

20 

20 

34  24 

32 

1  fid 

X\J\J 

13  25 

34  81 

15 

182a 

i. 

Nov. 

21,  T 

0  cash  paid 

23, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

25, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Dec. 

1, 

Ditto 

12, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

16, 

Ditto 

20, 

Ditto 

22, 

Ditto 

28, 

Ditto 

i82e 

>. 

Jan'ry 

16, 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
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Amount  brought  over,        %  4,424  73 

James  Laurie,  Cchairs  for  Colony,)      48 

D.  Rapine,  balance  of  account,  148  25 
J.  B.  Dabney,  for  balance  of  J. 

Ashmun's  bill,            -           -  205  65 

P.  Thompson,  books  for  Colony,  5  50 
H.  Stone,  for  engraving  a  view 

of  the  Colony,            -            -  30 
A.  Way,  jr.  for  supplies  for  Co- 
lony,             -            -            -  41  37 
Claggett  &  Washington,  for  do.  4  80 
Mr.  Fonde,             -             -  6 
Mr.  Kennedy,               -             -  55  37 
Mr.  Dodds,            -            -  21  25 
Mr.  Ashmun's  bill,       -            -  344  66 
Mr.  Gurley,             -             -  150 
Mr.  Beveridge,  for  supplies  for 
Colony,         -            -            -  22  75 

Mr.  Kennedy,  for  postages,     -  22  05 
Mr.  John  Kennedy,          -  43  50 
Dr.  Peaco,       -            -            -  150 
Way  &  Gideon,  for  printing,  300 
Mr.  Gurley,  expenses  to  Balti- 
more,            -            -            -  20 
Mr.  M'Phail's  account,      -            1,500 


7,543  88 
To  balance  in  hand,  including  $45,  counterfeits,    3,392  16 

S  10,936  04 


Supra  CR. 

1825. 
March  24,    By  balance,  including  $29,  counterfeits,  g  810  19 

1826. 
Jan'ry  26,    By  cash  received  from  24th  March,  1825,  to 

this  date,  inclusive,  per  Abstract  herewith,     10,125  85 

^10,936  04 


nn. 

Sichard  Smith,  Treasurer^  in  .Account  with  the  American 
Colonization  Society, — Mstract  of  Monies  received. 

1825. 
March  24,    To  balance  in  hand,  including,  $29,  counter- 
feits, -  -  -  -        g  810  19 
April    30,    To  cash  from  Eliza  Young,  of  Baltimore,  5 
Ditto         Doct.  Beans,  of  Upper  Marlboro,        3 


Carried  forward, 


§818  19 


Amount  brougiit  over,        ft  818  19 
1825. 
May        2,    To  cash  from  Auxiliary  Society,  Jackson  co. 

Georgia,        -  -  -  25 

21,  Ditto         Repository,  -  -  27 

21,  Ditto  H.  Rutgers,  of  New  York,  for 

collections  4th  July,  1824,  in 

Reformed  Dutch  Church,  22 
June       6,          Ditto          Rev.  Doct.  J.  Caldwell,  Chapel 

Hill,  N.  C.  -  -  10 

Repository,  -  -  20 

Auxiliary  Society,  Alexandria, 

District  of  Columbia,      -  36  31 

Miss  Landonia  Randolph,  of  Va.  20 

Repository,      ...  6 

do.        -  -  -  8 

Miss  Searle,      ...  1 

Repository,  -  .  13 

July        5,  Ditto         Collections  at  Arlington,  4th  inst.        7 

~ '  do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Post's  Church, 

Washington,         -  46 

do.   in  Rev.  Mi-.  Havvley's,  do.  18  41 

do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Baker's,     do.  20  10 

do,  in  Rev.  Doct,  I^aurie's,  do.  23 

do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Allen's,     do.  14  55 

do.  in  Rev.  Dr.  Balch's,  G,  T.  23  30 

do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Gray's,     do.  15  50 

Repository,  through  this  month,  76 

W.  H.  Fitzhugh,  esq.  a  donation,  10 

R.  Harrison,  esq. ,  do.  20 

Collections  in  8th  Presbyterian 

Church,  Philadelphia,             -  30 
do.  in  7th,        do.            do.  96  62 
do.  in  Rev.  Mr.  Hamson's  do. 
Alexandria,               -            -  15  56 
Ditto         do.  Presbyterian  Church,  Lynch- 
burg, Va.            -            -  25  45 
Ditto         do.  Rev.  Mr.  Luke's  Church,  the 
Oxford    Congregation,     War- 
ren county,  N.  Y.         -            -  8 
Ditto         do.  Episcopal  Church,  Romney,  10 
Ditto         do.  in  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch    Church,    in    Market 
street.  New  York,              -  50 
Ditto         do.  in  Presbyterian  Church,  Nor- 
folk,               -            -            -  41  50 
Ditto         do.  in  Episcopal    do.           do.  ^7  22 
Ditto         do.  in        do.        do.  Portsmouth,  10 
Ditto         do.  in  Methodist    do.        do.  10  48 
Ditto         do.  in        do.        do.  Norfolk,  25  80 
Ditto         do.  in  Baptist  Meeting,  Alexandria,  4 
11,          Ditto         collections  in  St,  Andrew's  Church, 

St.  Mary's  county,  Md,  -  15 

13,         Ditto         Rob't  W.  James,  Indiantown,  S.  C.  20 


f. 

Ditto 

11, 

Ditto 

15, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

18. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

28, 

Diito 

5, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditrto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

6, 

Ditto 

8, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Carried  forward,        §1,679  99 
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Amount  brought  over,       $  1,679  99 
1825, 
July      15,    To  cash  from  "Female  Liberian  Society,  at  Mrs. 

Garnett's  school,  Essex  co.  Va.      30 
Ditto  A.  &  R.  Henderson,  sons  of  R.  H. 

Henderson,  esq.  Leesburg,  Va.      li 
Ditto  Ladies  belonging  to  the  Congre- 

gation of  Rev.  Doct.  Miner, 
St,  George's  Church,  N.  Y.        5 
Ditto  do.  to  constitute  Doct.  Miner 

a  life  member,  -  35 

19,  Ditto         Rev,J,L.Bryan,Petersville,  Md.      10 

Ditto  Auxiliary  Society,  Augusta  co  A''a.  100 

21,         Ditto         Rev.  Mr.  Bacon,  collections  in  New- 
England,  (proceeds  thereof)        28  13 

Ditto         ■ for  proceeds  of  collections 

for  the  Repository,  -  91  60 

Aug.       1,  Ditto         Repository  through  this  month,        92 

Ditto  Collections  for  do.  by  Mr.  Bacon,      12  40 

3,  Ditto  do.  in  Old  Church,  Richmond,         16  50 

Ditto  do,  in  Rev.  Mr.  William's  Church, 

Newburyport,  Massachusetts,    44 
5,  Ditto  do.  in  Boston,  per  D,  Hall,  esq.   190  47 

8,  Ditto  do.   in  Presbyterian    Church, 

Fredericksburg,  Va.      - ,  10  5(5 

Ditto  do.  in  New  England,  per  Mr. 

Sessions,      .  -  -    175 

10,  Ditto  do.  in  Presbyterian  Congrega- 

tion, Romney,  Va  -      20 

12,  Ditto  do.  2d        do.        Baltimore,        27 

Ditto         Auxihary  Society,  Albemarle  co. 

Virginia,  -  -  90 

15,  Ditto  David  J.  Burr,  esq.  Richmond,  19  5© 
Ditto  Miss  Virg.  Balch,  Leesburg,  Va.  1 
Ditto  A  friend  in  Leesburg',  -  5 
Ditto  do.  in  Fredericktown,  Md.  1 
Ditto  Mrs.  Sarah  Mm-dock,  in  do.  1 
Ditto         Female  Liberian  Society,  at  Mrs. 

Garnett's  school,  Essex  co.  Va.       30 

16,  Ditto         Rev.  Mr.  Baker,  for  collections 

in  Silver  Spring  Church,  Me- 
chanicsburg,  Va.  -  10 

Ditto         proceeds  of  work  done  by  Sun- 
day school    teachers,   Frede- 
rick county,  Md.        -  -       1(5 
10           Ditto         some  person  in  Greencastle  co. 

Pennsylvania,  .  .  5 

Ditto         a  friend  to  the  prosperity  of  Zion 
in  Williamsport,  Pa.  (a  coun- 
terfeit) .  -  -        S 
Ditto          collections  in  church,  at  Aiurora, 

Ohio,        -  -  -  6 

20,  Ditto  do.  in  Leacock,  Pa,   per  J, 

Burr,  esq.  .  -  8 

Carried  forward,  g  2,766  05 


1825. 
Aug.    20, 

To  cash  f 

22, 

23, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

26, 

Ditto 

29, 
30, 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Sept.      1, 

Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
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Amount  brought  over,        $  2,766  09 

To  cash  from  Abel  Wool  of  Hebron,  Washing- 
ton CO.  N.  Y, 

Doct.  J.  Dorrow,  of  do. 

Auxiliary  Society,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Paxton,  of  Powhatan, 
Virginia, 

B.  W.  Lester,  Charlotte,  Va. 

monthly  concert  of  prayer,    at 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

collections    in   2d  Presbyterian 
Cliurch,  Alexandria,  D.  C. 

Auxiliary  Society,  Vermont, 

Edw.  Colston,  Sheppardstovvn,Va, 

4th  Creek  Congregation,  Iredell 
county,  N.  C. 

Gen.  John  Cocke,  of  Va. 

collections  in  congregation  of  Rev. 
C.  H.  Page,  Coahnouth,  Va. 

do.     in  do       of  Rev.  Mr.  Mines, 
Rockville,  Md. 

Jno.  Pilson,  Albemai-le,  Va. 

Rev.  James  Blythe,  collected  in 
following  places,  viz. 
Pisgah  Church,  Kentucky, 
McChord's  do.  Lexington,  Ky. 
1st  Presbyterian  do.  do. 

7,  Ditto         Jas.    Williamson,    Roxborough, 

Person  county,  N.  C.  -  -        3 

8,  Ditto  some  Ladies  in    Frederick— G»r 

Md.  per  P.  E.  Thomas,  -       10 

Ditto  some    person    unknown,    (pro- 

ceeds of  meal,)  per  do.  10 

a  friend  in  Greenville,  Ten.  1 

collections    in    Presbyterian 

Church,  Wincliester,  Va.  29  73 

do.  in  Methodist        do.       do.  10 

do.  at  Chapel  in  Frederick  Pa- 
rish, Frederick  county,  Va.         60 
Auxiliary  Society,  do.  do.         26  41 

C-  Tompkins,  Rockbridge  co.  Va.       3 
a  thank  offering  from  R.  B.  with 
her  sincere  prayer  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Society,         -  5 
Ditto          David  Hall,  esq.  for  collections 

in  Massachusetts,  -  147  68 

Ditto  collections  in   Rev.  Doct.  Wil- 

mer's  Church,  Alexandria,  7  60 

Ditto         do.  in  New  England,  by  Rev.  Mr. 

Niles,  -  -  -       200 

Ditto  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  one  of  the 
executors  of  Miss  Susan  Meade, 
as  a  loan  to  the  Society,        -    1,060 


10, 

Ditto 

12, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

17, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

11  50 
5 

100 

6 
10 

8  50 

7  13 

1  no 

lUL) 
5 

5 

40 

10 

2  50 

4 

6  62  1-2 
38  62  1-2 
10  75 

Carried  forward,  S  4,710  14 
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Amount  brought  over,       $  4,710  14 
1825. 
Sept.    22,    To  cash  collected  at  a  public  meeting  in  Bath, 

Maine,  -  -        35  34 

Ditto  from  a  friend  to  the  Society  at  same 

place,  -  -  10 

24,          Ditto         M.  Houston,  esq.  collections  in 
High  Bridge  Church,  in  Rock- 
bridge county,  Va.  -  8  20 
Ditto         per  collections  by  the  Rector,      5 

26,  Ditto         Auxiliary  Society  at  Lynchburg, 

Virginia,  -  -  130 

Ditto         J.  P.  Haven,  of  New  York — for 
collections  as  follows,  viz. 
in  Rev.  Saml.  Peltong's  Society, 

Hempstead,  N.  Y.        -  3  50 

monthly  concert,  Hartford  coun- 
ty, in  July,  -  -  3 
Rev.  Doct,  Porter's  Society,  Cat- 
skill,  N.  Y.             -            -            10 
a  Society  in  Rensselaerville,  N.  Y.       4 
Rev.    John    Hunting's  Society, 

Southhold,  Long  Island,  -        4  14 

29,  Ditto         L.  D.  Dewey,  N.  York,  per  fol- 

lowing collections,  viz. 
Presbyterian  Church,  Mt.  Morris, 
New  York,        -  -  3 

Do.  Parsippany,  N.  J.        6  75 

Congregational   Church,   West- 
ford,  New  York,  -  4 
communion    collection.    Mend- 
ham,  N.  J.               -            -  8 
Repository  through  this  month,        81  80 
Oct.        r,          Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,   Pasquotank, 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  -         50 

Ditto         do.  Isle  of  Wight,  Va.        -  50 

Ditto  proceeds  of  collections  by  Mr. 
Tracy,  of  Hartford,  Vt.  in  the 
New  England  States,  -      165 

13,  Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  Hillsborough, 

North  Carolina,        -  -        64 

18,  Ditto         Liberian  Society,  Elmwood,  Es- 

sex CO.  Va.        -  -  50 

27,  Ditto  collections  in  Rev.  Mr.  Foote's 

Congregation,  Romney,  Va.  10 
Ditto         do.  in  Presbyterian  Congrega- 
tion, in  Batavia,  N.  Y.            -  10 
Ditto         Benj.  Ely,  esq.  of  Simsbury,  Con. 

per  Mr.  Bacon,           -            -  6 

Ditto          contributions  in  Bolton,  do.  pr.  do.  8  50 

Ditto            do.    in  Wilton,    do.     per  do.  14  50 

Ditto            do.  in  Townsford,  do.     per  do.  6  25 

Ditto          Repository  fluring  this  month,  88 

Nov.       4,          Ditto          D.  Coleman,  Newburyport,  Mass.  1 

Carried  forward',  g  5,550  12 
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Amount  brought  over,       $  5,550  12 
1825. 
Nov.       4,    To  cash  from  Auxiliary  Society,  New  Jersey, 

per  J.  M'Lean,  -  -  172  07 

26,  Ditto         Miss  Winters,  of  Montgomery,     , 

Md. — found  by  her,  -  5 

Ditto  Jos.  B.  Skinner,  of  Edenton,  N. 
C.  for  the  purpose  of  sending 
5  emigrants  from  his  town — 
N.  B.  Mr.  S.  agreed  to  give 
glO,  for  every  emigrant  from 
his  town,  -  -  59 

Ditto         donation    from    a  gentleman. 

Orange  co.  Va.         -  -        10 

Ditto         Hev.  Horace  Sessions,  collected 

in  New  England,  -  1,000 

Ditto  Auxiliary  Society,  Hudson,  N.  Y.      25 

Ditto         Repository  during  this  month,  8 

Dec.       1,  Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  Powhatan  co. 

Vu'ginia,  -  -  35 

12,  Ditto         do.  Rockbridge  county,  do.  50 

Ditto         a  friend  in  Alexandria,  -  5 

16,  Ditto         College  of  Hampden  Sydney, 

Prince  Edward  co,  Va.        -        30 
Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  Massachusetts,  170 
1^,  Ditto         do.  Richmond  &  Manchester,  Va.  300 

Ditto         do.    Greenbriar,  Va.  per  Hon. 

Wm,  Smith,  -  =        15 

Ditto         Union  Colonization  Society,  Wil- 
mington, Delaware,  -        50 
Ditto         Repository  during  this  month,        113  12 
1826. 
Jan*ry    5^          Ditto         Miram  Tr.^cy,  of  Vermont,  per 

Mr.  Wales,         -  .  132 

Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  Frederick  co, 

Maryland,  -  .      200 

Ditto         M.  Tracy,  ofVermont,  for  sundry 

subscribers,        -  -  95 

Ditto         do.  for  Repository,         =  -      30 

Ditto         Mr.  Garnsey,  per  Hon.  John  W. 

Taylor,  .  -  =19 

Ditto         W.  B.  Randolph,  near  Richmond, 

Virginia,         -  -  -         8 

Ditto         ■ for  Repository,        -  2 

6,  Ditto  Auxiliary  Society,  Augusta,  Va. 

per  M'Donald  &  Ridgely,  75 

Ditto         Rev.  J.  Watts,  collections  in  his 

church,  Frankhn^  Va.  -         7  25 

Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  New  Hamp- 

slure,  per  Gov.  Bell,        -  406 

Diito         do.     Petersburg,  Va.  per  G.  P. 

Disosway,  esq.  -  -    240 

7,  Ditte         Rev,  Wm.  Meade,  on  account  of 

a  legacy  from  his  sister,  Susan 
Meade,  -  =  -  l,6f0 

CsTTied  ferwsrd,  g  10,463  se 
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Amount  brought  over,       jgl0,463  56 
1826. 
Jan'ry    7,    To  cash  from  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  for  do.  by  his 

sister,  Lucy  Meade,         -  50 

13,  Ditto  proceeds  of  collections  in  Vir- 

ginia, by  Mr.  E.  Bacon,        -        33  31 

Ditto  Geo.  W.  P.  Custis,  esq.  his  annu- 

al subscription,  -  -        10 

Ditto         Rev.  Daniel  Baker,  -  1 

Ditto         Hon.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  -       30 

Ditto         Auxiliary  Society,  Nansemond 

county,  Va.  -  -  100 

Ditto  Thos.  Hastings,  esq,  Utica,  col- 

lected by  him,  -  -      80  IJ' 

21,  Ditto         Rev.  E.  Andrews,  of  Norwicli, 

New  York — collected  from  his 
congregation  on  new-year's 
day,  -  -  -        13 

Ditto         do.  do.  from  Miss  Lydia  Steers,        1 

Ditto         do.  do.  from  Miss  Mary    Ann 

Harper,  -  -  -        1 

Ditto  Liberian  Society,  at  Mrs.   Gar- 

nett's  school,  Va.  -  30 

Ditto  N.  S.  Prime,  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 
per  collections  in  Presbyterian 
Church,  -  -  15 

Ditto         Repository  during  this  month,         48 
26,  Ditto         BaUard  G.  Payne,  esq.  Treasur- 

er Auxihary  Society,  Fluvan- 
na, Va.  per  hon.  W.  C.  Rives,      60 

S  10,936  04. 
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APPENDIX. 


Note  ^. 

The  gentleman  tp  whom  we  have  referred,  is  the  Rev- 
Chester  Wright,  of  Vermont,  who  has,  from  the  origin  of 
the  Society,  shown  himself  its  decided  and  efficient  friend. 
The  State  Society  of  Vermont,  of  which  Mr.  Wright  is 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  has  contributed,  since  its 
formation,  to  the  funds  of  the  parent  Institution,  ^1,529. 
The  offer  of  this  gentleman  to  obtain  a  library  for  the  Lan- 
casterian  School  in  Liberia,  was  unsolicited  ;  and  we  un= 
derstand  his  efforts  were  well  met  by  the  publick  liberali- 
ty. We  are  now  informed,  that  sundry  religious  books 
were  also  given  by  a  religious  Society  in  Yale  College. 
We  will  devoutly  pray  and  hope,  that  this  beneficence 
may  receive  a  blessing  from  God,  and  that  the  mingled 
lights  of  science  and  Christianity,  now  slowly  kindling 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  will  finally  illumine  that  whole 
land. 

Note  B. 

The  following  letter,  from  the  Colonial  Agent,  affords 
much  important  information  relating  to  the  territory  re- 
cently acquired  by  the  Society. 

Monrovia,  May  12,  1825. 
To  THE  Managers  of  the  A.  C.  S. 

Gentlemen :  I  hasten  to  apprise  the  Board  of  the  suc- 
cessful termination  of  a  tedious  negotiation  with  the  chiefs 
of  the  country,  in  which  my  time,  for  the  last  two  weeks, 
has  been  almost  wholly  occupied.    The  object,  whicfi  was 
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secured  yesterday  evening,  is  no  less  than  a  tract  of  the 
finest  farming  lands  in  the  world,  stretching  to  an  indefi- 
nite extent  up  the  left  bank  of  the  St.  Paul's  ;  including  the 
free  navigation  of  that  river,  forever. 

My  attention  was  directed  to  the  important  duty  of  en- 
larging the  limits  of  the  Soci/ety's  acknowledged  jurisdic- 
tion, shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  "  Hunter."  In  the 
company  of  emigrants  by  that  vessel,  were  nearly  a  doz- 
en large  families,  who  neither  understood,  nor  were  they 
willing  to  undertake,  any  other  mode  of  acquiring  a  live- 
lihood than  that  of  farming  ;  to  which  they  had  been  bred 
in  the  inland  counties  of  Virginia.  These  sturdy  settlers 
had  the  sense  to  unite  in  a  request  to  be  permitted,  in- 
stead of  settling  in  town,  to  remove  to  their  plantations 
at  once  ;  which,  in  the  order  of  allotment,  must  fall  at  the 
distance  of  nearly  three  miles  from  their  town-lots.  To 
the  indulgence  of  this  request,  there  seemed  but  one  mate- 
rial objection,  while  many  reasons  suggested  to  my  mindj 
not  only  the  propriety  but  the  necessity  of  the  measure. 
The  exposed  condition  of  a  defenceless  few  separated  to 
so  considerable  a  distance  from  the  body  of  the  settlers, 
was  a  consideration  not  to  be  rashly  overlooked.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  occupied  in  town  improvements,  un- 
der the  disadvantage  of  transporting  building-materials 
from  2  to  4  miles,  these  farmers  should  undertake  the 
clearing  and  cultivation  of  their  lands,  three  or  four  years 
must  elapse  before  they  could  be  expected  to  raise  a  mere 
subsistence  for  their  families : — and  no  length  of  time 
vv^^^ould  probably  put  them  in  a  condition  to  make,  with 
their  utmost  industry,  more  than  a  pitiful  surplus  to  be 
applied  to  the  sustenance  of  new  emigrants. 

In  estimating  the  degree  of  exposure  which  would  be 
incurred  by  these  settlers,  residing  on  their  farms,  I  con- 
sidered that  our  Mamba  neighbours,  who  are  nearest,  are 
not  able  to  arm  20  men — that  old  King  Peter  is  still  fee- 


39 

bier — and  that,  between  both  of  these,  and  all  the  other 
tribes,  are  constantly  in  operation  a  number  of  causes  of 
mutual  jealousy,  which  must  be  overcome — i.  e.  some 
common  offence  sufficient  to  produce  a  temporary  oblivion 
of  those  jealousies,  must  be  given  by  the  Colony  to  all^ 
before  they  will  combine  either  their  forces  or  counsels 
against  us.  For,  as  to  any  thing  resembling  the  Guerilla 
system  of  more  ferocious,  and  civilized  countries,  it  is  not 
known  in  this  part  of  Africa.  Disobedience  to  the  coun- 
try authorities,  by  their  people,  is  a  capital  offence :  and  hu- 
man life  is  held  so  cheap,  that  the  guilty  seldom  escape. 
Such  Is  the  political  condition  of  every  district  of  petty 
tribes,  tliat  each  tribe  is  permitted  to  manage,  or  inter- 
fere with  none  but  its  own  internal  concerns,  without  the 
concurrence  of  its  acknowledged  superior  ;  and  even  the 
senior  tribe  is  afraid  to  undertake  a  military  expedition 
without  securing  the  concurrence  of  all  the  subordinate 
members  of  the  political  body  to  which  it  belongs.  The 
Board  will  perceive  from  this  somewhat  dull  and  tiresome 
detail,  that  the  inferences  are  certain,  1st,  That  the  con- 
templated settlement  would  be  secure  against  any  predato- 
r}'"  excursions  of  single  tribes — and  2dly,  That  the  Colo- 
ny must  be  apprised  of  the  danger  long  before  a  general 
combination  to  attack  it,  could  be  formed.  Thus  situated 
in  regard  to  our  neighbours ;  able  to  crush  any  single  tribe 
at  a  blow,  and  too  powerful  and  firmly  established,  to  fear 
a  general  combination  against  us  ;  having  in  our  hands 
more  than  fifty  of  the  children  of  the  principal  persons 
of  the  tribes  ; — 'We  are  warranted  in  the  conclusion  that  the 
situation  of  a  body  of  detached  settlers  would  be  nearly 
as  safe  as  our  own,  and  could  no  longer  hesitate  as  to  the 
expediency  of  founding  a  Branch  Settlement,  which  in  its 
origin  and  design  should  be  entirely  agricultural. 

But  a  difficulty  occurred  in  making  choice  of  the  pro- 
per situation  for  this  purpose. 
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The  Board  will  have  learnt  from  the  maps  sent  home, 
by  the  Fidelity  in  January  last,  that  the  Mamba,  or  Mont- 
serado  Territory,  properly  so  called,  consists  of  a  nar- 
row tongue,  terminating  in  the  Cape  towards  the  north- 
west— and  extending  south  eastwardly,  45  miles.  The 
rivers  Montserado  and  Junk,  bound  it  on  the  N.  E.  and  the 
OQean,  on  the  S.  W. — It  no  where  exceeds  in  width,  3 
miles — and  in  many  parts,  is  less  than  two. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  I  undertook  the  laborious  busi- 
ness of  making  an  accurate  survey  of  this  territory:  ac- 
companying, is  a  map  exhibiting  the  particulars  of  this 
survey,  (which  I  was  enabled  to  accomplish  in  a  week)  as 
high  as  the  head  of  the  southeastern  sources  of  the  Mont- 
serado River.  To  this  map  I  shall  take  the  liberty  con- 
stantly to  refer  ia  the  description  which  follows  : 

Ascending  the  Montserado  River,  a  mangrove  swamp 
commences,  one  and  a  half  miles  above  town  on  the  penin- 
sular side  (which  I  shall  call  the  Mamba  Tongue,  after  the 
African  designation.)  This  swamp  rises  but  a  few  inches 
above  the  high-water  level  of  the  river — consists  of  soft 
mud,  which  is  flooded  occasionally  in  the  dry  season  with 
salt,  in  the  rains  always  with  fresh  water,  and  is  near- 
ly or  quite  impassable,  both  on  account  of  the  mire,  and 
an  impervious  growth  of  mangroves.  This  swamp  over- 
Spreads,  in  some  places,  one-half,  in  others  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  Mamba  Tongue,  on  the  river  side.  There  are 
but  two  exceptions,  the  whole  distance  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Montserado  to  the  head  of  the  Guong  source,  twelve 
miles  above,  where  the  hard  land  reaches  quite  down  to 
the  margin  of  the  river.  But  there  the  land  is  poor,  and 
the  situation  too  confined  for  a  settlement. — Along  the 
beach  side  of  the  tongue,  the  broken  land,  of  which  the 
head  of  the  Cape  forms  a  specimen,  continues  for  12  miles  ^ 
and  even  this  ridge  of  hills  is  not  commonly  more  than 
ffom  a  haH"  to  one  m'ile^  wide.—- Farther  down  the  coast? 
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a  more  level  and  inviting  upland  country  commences. 
But  the  whole  of  this,  for  many  miles,  is  occupied  by  the 
relics  of  the  Mamba  tribe,  under  Kings  Gray  and  George, 
and  Ba  Caiii ;  and  is  under  actual  cultivation.  The  whole 
right  (or  N.  E. )  bank  of  the  Montserado  river,  to  the  dis- 
tance of  12  miles  above  town  (which  forms  the  limits  of 
the  map)  is  also,  a  mangrove  marsh  country,  without  ex- 
ceptions, where  mud-fowl,  and  crocodiles,  and  myriads 
of  annoying  insects,  are  the  only  forms  of  existence  as- 
sumed by  animated  matter  ;  and  probably  the  only  ones 
in  which  it  can  long  exist  at  all.  Bushrod  Island,  except 
the  northern  part  of  it,  which  is  in  the  occupancy  of  King 
Peter,  presents  the  same  repulsive  appearance. 

After  this  account  of  the  country  comprehended  in  my 
survey,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  I  returned  from  the  ex- 
cursion entirely  convinced  of  the  impropriety  of  planting 
settlers  on  any  other  part  of  it  than  the  cape  itself  where  our 
town  is  situated.  The  Board  may  ask,  why  not  assign  to 
the  neiv  settlers  the  plantation  which  would  fall  to  them 
in  course,  and  let  them  jjroceed  to  build  houses  and  live 
on  them^  instead  oj"  their  town-lots?  There  were  three 
strong  objections  to  this  course :  The  1st  was,  that  their 
situation  would  be  remote  from  any  navigable  waters 
where  a  landing  could  be  effected,  more  than  three  miles 
— the  2d,  that  the  lands  are  too  rough,  and  difficult  of 
access  and  tillage,  to  answer  the  purposes  of  general  cul- 
ture. They  are  adapted  to  the  growth  of  cotton  and 
coffee,  but  not  of  grains  and  vegetables :  and  3dly,  the 
ridge  of  hard  land  on  which  they  would  be  seated,  is  too 
narrow  to  admit  of  a  settlement  sufficiently  compact  and 
populous,  to  secure  to  settlers  a  competent  share  of  social 
privileges. 

What  added  to  the  concern  attending  my  disappoint- 
ment, was  the  certainty  of  our  not  being  able,  for  four  of 

five  years,  to  subsist  the  Colony  on  the  produce  of  its 
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own  plantations,  allotted,  and  extended  in  the  way  origi- 
nally directed  by  the  Board, — the  cultivators  at  the  same 
time  residing  in  town,  and  having  a  town  residence  to 
provide  for. — The  plan  established  by  the  Board  was 
certainly  rational,  and  would  have  been  quite  feasible,  had 
the  situation  of  the  territory  been  any  other  than  the  actual 
one.  It  supposed  the  town  to  be  situated  in  the  central 
part  of  an  arable  and  fertile  country,  or  one  susceptible, 
with  a  moderate  share  of  industry,  on  the  part  of  the  set- 
tlers, of  being  made  so :  and  that,  in  the  allocation  of  set- 
tlers, there  would  be  an  extension  of  plantation  surveys 
on  three  sides,  at  least,  of  the  town.  Now,  besides  the 
circumstance  of  the  land's  not  being  well  suited  to  genera! 
crops,  our  surveys  and  appropriations  are  confined  to  a 
narrow  tract  in  one  single  directioji :  consequently,  a 
pedant  would  tell  us,  the  disadvantage  under  which 
the  plan  that  we  are  obliged  to  adopt,  compared  with  the 
original  plan  of  the  Board,  labours,  is  nearly  in  the  inverse 
ratio  of  thf>  semi-diameter  of  a  circle  to  the  square  of  its 
semi-Circumference: — in  other  terms,  if,  on  the  original 
project,  one  thousand  families  could  have  plantations 
within  3  miles  of  town — in  our  actual  situation,  the 
last  of  the  thousand  must  be  removed  to  the  distance 
of  81  miles  ;  which  I  assure  the  Board  is  very  near  the 
probable  result  if  we  are  to  be  confined  to  this  narrow 
neck  which  is  terminated  by  the  cape. 

In  this  dilemma,  I  was  obliged  to  direct  my  attention 
to  the  territory  bordering  on  the  St.  Paul's  river. 

I  may  have  already  apprized  the  Board  of  the  charming 
character  of  that  country.  For  beauty  and  fertility,  it  is 
surpassed  by  none  in  the  world  : — for  salubrity  of  situa- 
tion, excellent  water,  and  facility  of  being  brought  under 
cultivation,  by  none  equally  unpeopled  in  Africa. 

Imagine,  gentlemen j  a  fine  open  river,  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  affording  quite  across  its  channel,  from  bank  to  bank, 
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from  three  to  four  fathoms  of  water — the  country  on  either 
side  champaign,  and  the  level  about  twenty  to  thirty  feet 
above  that  of  the  river — the  banks  every  where  nearly 
perpendicular,  exhibiting  in  order,  the  different  strata  of 
earths  of  which  the  general  bed  of  the  country  is  compo- 
sed— the  waters  of  this  river  to  be  sweet  at  a  very  small 
distance  above  the  mouth,  eight  months  in  the  year,  at 
nine  miles,  the  year  round, — and  you  have  a  correct,  but 
still  imperfect  idea,  of  this  noble  river,  and  the  adjacent 
country.  The  original  growth  is  exuberant,  and  the  soil 
a  rich,  deep  and  loose  loam,  entirely  destitute  of  stones  ; 
exhibiting  in  some  places  a  prevalence  of  sand,  in  others 
of  a  fat  clay, — but  all  about  equally  productive.  The  few 
rice  and  cassada  plantations  which  I  have  observed  in  this 
tract,  exhibit  a  scene  of  natural  luxuriance  as  rich  as  I  ever 
beheld.  To  those  acquainted  with  the  history' of  the  lat- 
ter vegetable,  it  may  serve  to  verify  this  remark  to  say, 
that  the  stalks  in  whole  plantations  attain  to  the  height 
of  eleven  and  twelve  feet. 

Along  this  beautiful  river  were  formerly  scattered,  in 
Africa's  better  days,  innumerable  native  hamlets  ;  and 
till  within  the  last  twenty  years,  nearly  the  whole  river- 
board,  for  one  and  two  miles  back,  was  under  that  slight 
culture  which  obtains  among  the  natives  of  this  country. 
But  the  population  has  been  wasted  by  the  rage  for  tra- 
ding in  slaves  ;  with  which  the  constant  presence  of  sla- 
ving vessels,  and  the  introduction  of  foreign  luxuries, 
have  inspired  them.  The  south  bank  of  this  river  and  all 
the  intervening  country  between  it  and  the  Montserado, 
have  been,  from  this  cause,  nearly  desolated  of  inhabitants. 
A  few  detached  and  solitary  plantations  scattered  at  long 
intervals  throughout  the  tract,  but  just  serve  to  interrupt 
the  silence,  and  relieve  the  gloom  which  reigns  over  the 
whole  region.  The  labourers  who  carry  on  this  cultiva- 
tion, are  generally  slaves  whose  masters  reside  either  on 
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Bushrod  Island,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  or  on  the 
island  at  the  mouth  of  the  Montserado.  Those  owners, 
finding  the  country  unoccupied,  select  such  tracts  as  are 
best  adapted  to  their  purposes,  and  cultivate  them  as  long 
as  suits  their  convenience,  without  thinking  about  any 
property  in  the  soil. 

The  country  to  which  I  beg  particularly  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Board,  may  be  seen  (best  on  the  large 
plan)  to  commence  westwardly  at  the  Stockton  creek, — 
bounded  north  by  the  St.  Paul's,  south  by  the  marshy 
mangrove  country,  skirting  the  Montserado.  river  ;  and 
stretching  eastwardly  to  an  indefinite  extent.— Six  miles 
above  the  Stockton,  and  on  the  St.  Paul's,  is  a  considera- 
ble town,  (King  Governor's;)  four  miles  in  the  interior  of 
this,  is  another,  (BaKonka's;)  but  with  these  exceptions, 
and  perhaps  100  acres  of  plantation-land  attached  to 
those  two  towns,  the  whole  tract,  comprehending  a  breadth 
of  one  to  three  leagues,  lying  along  the  whole  navigable 
part  of  the  St.  Paul's,  which  I  estimate  at  20  miles,  is  near= 
ly  unpeopled  and  unoccupied.  The  jurisdiction  is  claim- 
ed by  old  King  Peter,  who  resides  on  Bushrod  Island  ; 
and  of  this  ivhole  tract,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
the  Board,  a  purchase  has  been  effected,  and  formal 
possession  taken,  for  the  American  Colonization  Soci- 
ety.    The  deed  I  enclose. 

In  regard  to  the  sincerity  with  which  this  transaction 
has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  the  Board 
may  exercise  the  most  unqualified  confidence,  of  which 
a  negotiation  with  native  Africans,  admits.  Every  indi- 
vidual concerned  in  executing  the  deed,  has  been  long  and 
intimately  known  to  me — their  interests,  and  their  charac- 
ters, I  think  I  understand  :  and  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  transaction,  I  feel  myself  fully  authorized  to  say,  that 
no  duplicity  can  have  found  its  way  into  it.  The  object 
of  the  purchase  was  fully  explained— every  objection  on 
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the  part  of  the  country  authorities  was  allowed  its  full 
weight — and  every  measure  taken,  not  so  much,  I  may 
say,  to  efiect  the  purchase,  as  to  secure  it  in  the  most  ef- 
fectual manner,  against  future  litigation  or  question.  The 
original  purchase  of  1820  had,  from  necessity,  perhaps, 
been  accomplished  without  such  explanations  as  gave  the 
sellers  any  just  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  transaction,  or  of 
the  consequences  likely  to  follow  it.  Whatever  necessi- 
ty existed  for  suppressing  the  designs  connected  with  that 
purchase,  there  was  no  reason  for  adopting  a  similar  poli- 
cy in  the  late  negotiation  :  and  every  thing  of  that  nature 
will  no  doubt  prove  as  impolitic  as  ungenerous,  in  all  our 
future  dealings  with  these  ignorant,  and  impoverished,  and 
nearly  annihilated  tribes. 

In  the  late  business,  I  told  them,  "  they  knew  I  had 
never  deceived,  or  injured  them  ;  or  even  treated  their  best 
interests,  with  indifference.  I  knew  they  considered  me 
as  their  friend,  and  my  heart  agreed  with  their  opinion, 
in  testifying  that  I  was  so.  I  had  been  long  in  their  coun- 
try— and  for  the  same  reasons  which  forbade  me  to  be  the 
enemy  of  my  oiV7i  countrymen,  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  be  theirs.  They  saw  me  spending  my  life  in  a  strange 
country,  in  order  to  do  black  men  good  ;  and  black  peo- 
ple were  all  brothers.  I  felt  much  the  same  for  all,  and 
knew  they  would  confide  in  me  ;  as  I  certainly  should  in 
any  deliberate  act  of  theirs. "  It  was  at  this  moment  that 
J  became  more  fully  convinced  than  ever  before  of  the 
happy  effects  which  that  course  of  exact  justice,  which  I 
had  so  long  endeavoured  to  pursue,  could  produce  on  sav- 
age minds.  I  felt  that  our  policy  had  gained  a  moral  con- 
quest, and  that  was  the  moment  of  triumph.  They  re- 
ciprocated the  confidence  which  I  professed  to  repose  in 
them  ;  and  as  the  Board  will  perceive  from  the  journal, 
yielded  with  little  hesitation  the  important  point  sought 
of  them.     I  am  thus  explicit  in  order  to  represent,  as  ex- 
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actly  as  possible,  the  spirit  in  which  this  business  was 
throughout  conducted.  The  whole  progress  of  the  treaty 
will  be  seen  in  the  narrative  herewith  forwarded.  There 
remains  an  explanation  to  be  given  of  the  last  article  in 
the  instrument  of  ratification,  which  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment, on  the  part  of  the  Colony,  of  a  man  of  distinc- 
tion taken  from  the  kings  of  the  country,  to  officiate  as 
patron  of  the  projected  settlement. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  St,  Paul's,  are  the  domains 
of  King  Peter  Bromley,  by  far  the  ablest^  and  in  men  and 
influence,  decidedly  the  most  powerful  of  any^  if  not  all 
the  other  native  princes  of  the  Dey  country.  He  has  that 
authority  among  all  his  neighbours  which  decided  superi- 
ority in  point  of  talents,  never  fails  to  confer.  His  dic- 
tates have  the  force  of  law,  and  his  opinion  on  all  ques- 
tions of  general  concern  to  the  tribes,  is  commonly  deci- 
sive. He  was  formerly  20  years  attached  to  different 
American  and  English  Factories  on  the  Coast ;  and  is  ex- 
tremely desirous  to  see  introduced  into  the  country,  the 
improvements  of  civilized  life  ;  and  have  the  troublesome 
and  senseless  superstitions  and  usages  of  his  countrymen, 
excluded.  To  secure  Bromley's  patronage,  is  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  settlement  against  the  mischievous  dis- 
positions of  all  its  neighbours:  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
take  no  effectual  measures  to  bind  him  to  our  interest, 
would  be  to  leave  it  exposed  to  annoyance,  in  ease  of  any 
interruption  of  their  friendly  relations  to  us,  both  from 
his  own,  and  every  other  contiguous  tribe.  I  soon  learnt 
in  conversation  with  him,  that  his  vanity  would  be  highly 
flattered  by  the  appointment ;  and  could  not  hesitate  as  to 
the  policy  of  conferring  it.  It  has  accordingly  been  set- 
tled, that  "  Peter  Bromley  be  so  far  the  father  of  the  settle- 
ment, as  to  cause  all  depredations  committed  upon  the  pro- 
perty,— all  trespasses  on  the  inclosures — and  all  insults  and 
menaces  ofiered  to  the  persons  and  peace  of  the  settlers,  oii 
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the  part  of  the  natives,  to  be  enquired  into  and  punished  ; 
and  to  assist  the  agent  in  the  adjustment  of  all  external 
differences  between  the  St.  Paul's  settlement  and  the  na- 
tives, w^henever  his  intervention  shall  be  required."  For 
these  services  he  is  to  receive  a  small  compensation  per 
annum,  which  is  not  to  be  subject  to  increase  or  dimi- 
nution ;  and  it  is  expressly  stipulated  that  he  is  to 
demand  no  presents,  and  claim  and  exercise  no  authority 
whatever,  over  any  of  the  internal  concerns  of  the  little 
Colony.  Whenever  he  pays  it  a  visit  he  is  to  be  honoured 
with  the  hoisting  of  a  pendant  on  the  flag-staff,  and  a  sin- 
gle discharge  of  the  swivel,  and  to  be  hospitably  received, 
but  is  nnver  to  demand  or  expect  any  thing  farther.  The 
experiment  of  this  contrivance  alone,  can  certainly  de- 
termine its  utility  :  but  there  is  reason  to  indulge  the  best 
hopes  of  its  success.  At  worst,  if  found  not  beneficial, 
it  has  only  to  be  dropped. 

On  the  advantages  likely  to  flow  directly  from  this 
valuable  accession  of  territory,  it  would  be  easy,  by  loos- 
ening the  reins  of  the  imagination,  to  expatiate  large- 
ly. But  we  are  certainly  authorized  to  expect  from  it 
the  means  of  more  effectually  advancing  the  Colony  to 
what  it  ought  to  be,  than,  from  any,  perhaps  all  other- 
events,  that  have  occurred  since  my  connexion  with  the 
concern.  Some  of  these  advantages  have  been  already 
explained  in  this  paper.  Others  may  be  inferred.  And 
indulging  me  in  the  repetition  of  some  of  the  former,  the 
Board  are  at  liberty"  to  regard  the  following  as  among  the 
most  prominent  and  certain  : 

1st.  It  entirely  obviates  in  the  case  of  all  the  farmers 
hereafter  to  settle  in  the  Colony,  the  serious  disadvan- 
tage, (next  to  ruinous,)  of  being  several  miles  separated 
in  their  residence,  from  their  plantations. 

2d.  It  gives  them,  instead  of  arduous  bluffs,  and  a  stub- 
born soil,  which  after  severe  labour  would  be  fit  only  foi 
coffee  plantations,  and  one  pr  two  other  productions,  a  pli- 
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able  and  fertile  soil  in  a  champaign  country,  easily  cleac- 
ed,  and  entirely  adapted  to  every  species  of  tropical  cul- 
ture. 

3d.  It  places  such  settlers  in  a  situation  to  make  pro- 
visions sufficient  to  subsist  themselves  and  their  families 
n  from  nine  to  twelve  months  after  their  arrival  in  the 
country  ; — whereas,  without  it,  the  experiment  has  prov- 
ed, that  two  or  three  years  are  not  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  attain  the  same  end. 

4th.  It  will  enable  the  Society  to  dispose  of  ten  thou- 
sand settlers  in  a  compass  of  ten  miles  from  town  ;  but 
without  it  two  thousand  could  scarcely  be  situated  within 
20  miles.  By  an  inspection  of  the  map,  it  may  be  seen 
that  the  settlement  is  susceptible  of  an  extension  of  20 
miles  from  Monrovia,  without  leaving  the  St.  Paul's  or 
big  eastern  branch  of  the  Montserado,  distant  more  than 
three  miles.  By  these  waters,  the  boat  navigation  is  free 
and  direct  to  town — thus  affording  to  the  settlements  ex- 
tended on  this  tract,  advantages  for  communicating  with 
the  cape,  which  none  formed  on  the  Mamba  Tongue,  or 
Montserado  Territory,  could  ever  enjoy. 

5th.  This  acquisition  of  territory  will  secure  to  the 
Colony,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  entire  command  of  the 
St.  Paul's  ;  and  with  it,  the  trade  of  that  river  which  is  al- 
ready valuable,  and  may  be  rendered  much  more  so  ;  and 
will  break  up  the  slave-traffic  which  still  continues  to  be 
carried  on  with  foreigners,*  by  that  channel. 

6th.  The  country  on  the  St.  Paul's  being  much  more  sa- 
lubrious than  the  Montserado,  future  emigrants  will  suifer 
less  in  their  health.  Even  at  the  present  time  our  inva- 
lids have  a  practice  of  repairing  to  some  town  on  that  ri- 
ver, and  have  never  failed  to  derive  benefit  from  the  change. 

'  At  this  moment,  I  observe  from  my  window,  three  French  and  Span- 
ish schooners  lying  off  the  mouth  of  the  St,  Pauls'  River,  awaiting  their 
cargoes. 
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7th.  As  an  inference  from  the  foregoing  view  of  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  this  extension  of  territory,  the 
Board  are  authorized,  finally,  to  expect  the  accomplishment 
of  their  hopes,  in  the  future  rapid  advancement  of  the  Co- 
lony. Nothing  but  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  your 
agents  in  this  country,  can,  if  their  zeal  is  sustained  by 
the  Society  at  home,  be  supposed  capable  of  long  deferring 
the  period,  when  the  surplus  produce  of  the  Colony  will 
supply  the  consumption  by  new  emigrants,  during  the  un- 
productive period  of  their  residence.  The  inviting  quali- 
ty of  the  soil,  and  charming  situation  of  the  country  on  the 
St.  Paul's,  will  inevitably  engage  thousands  in  agriculture, 
who,  if  confined  to  the  cape,  would  depend,  with  some 
semblance  of  a  pretext,  on  the  precarious  profits  of  trade, 
till  their  habits  would  become  incurably  irregular,  and  their 
future  prospects,  ruined.  Agriculture,  I  venture  to  pre- 
dict, will,  at  no  distant  time,  become  as  creditable  and 
prosperous,  as  it  is  now  neglected  ;  and  the  St.  Paul's,  in- 
stead of  the  Montserado,  the  centre  of  population  and 
wealth  to  the  Colony  of  Liberia. 

J.  ASHMUN. 

.  Note  C. 
The  United  States'  Agent  in  Liberia,  has  done  his  ut- 
most, to  improve  the  intellectual  and  moral  character  of 
the  re-captured  Africans,  placed  under  his  controul.  Se- 
parate buildings  have  been  erected  for  them,  and  a  school 
established  at  a  little  distance  from  the  principal  settlement, 
and  a  superintendent  has  been  appointed  to  reside  with 
them,  to  afibrd  them  instruction,  both  in  letters  and  agri- 
culture. They  have  exhibited  both  docility  and  industry, 
and  are  advancing  with  great  success,  in  the  improvement 
of  the  plantation  assigned  to  them.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on 
this  subject: 
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*'  Due  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Agencj'',  for  re- 
captured Africans,  and  vessels,  from  time  to  time  sent  to 
it,  and  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  laws,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave-trade.  No  information  has  been  re- 
ceived of  our  flag  being  used  in  that  trade,  although  it  con- 
tinues to  exist  ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  of  our  ci- 
tizens are  engaged  in  it.  The  situation  of  the  Agency  has 
not  been  materially  changed  since  the  last  communication 
respecting  it.  The  expenditures  during  the  year,  so  far 
as  yet  known,  are  $  12,900  31  cts.  and  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry to  make  an  additional  appropriation  for  its  support,  in 
the  course  of  the  present  session.  The  number  of  Afri- 
cans sent  to  it,  will  be  greatly  increased  in  the  next  three 
or  four  months.  A  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the 
case  of  the  General  Ramirez,  placed  under  the  controul  of 
the  government  from  125  to  130,  who  were  brought  into 
Georgia  ;  and  arrangements  aremakingto  send  them  to  the 
Agency." 

Note  D. 

The  Editor  of  the  Royal  Gazette,  published  at  Sierra 
Leone,  under  date  of  the  2d  of  April,  1825,  states,  "that 
he  is  credibly  informed,  tliat  three  vessels  under  Ameri- 
can colours  are,  at  this  moment,  upon  the  coast,  for  slaves : 
one  of  them  the  Baltimore  buiit  Schooner  General  Win- 
der, Hill,  master,  last  from  St.  Thomas,  carries  10  guns, 
and  a  numerous  crew  ;  all  of  whom  with  the  master,  ar6 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  vessel  and  another, 
have  their  cargoes  on  shore  at  the  Gallinas  and  Cape  Mount, 
the  remaining  one  at  the  bar." 

In  the  same  paper,  of  the  ninth  of  July,  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  the  condemnation  of  the  Schooner  Bey,  sailing 
under  Dutch  colours,  the  "  crew  of  which  were  all  Ame- 
ricans, and  the  schooner  itself,  a  Virginia  pilot  boat  built 
at  Baltimore."  The  Editor  of  this  Gazette  asserts  also, 
that  by  an  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone,  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
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yuary,  from  St.  Thomas,  he  learnt,  that  20  sail  of  vessels 
at  that  place,  were  preparing  to  engage  in  this  nefarious 
traffic  :  a  great  number  of  them  American,  under  Dutch 
colours. 

Other  facts  than  the  above,  of  a  similar  character,  might 
be  adduced.  We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  negroess 
from  Africa  are  still  introduced  into  the  United  States. 
We  hope  the  officers  of  our  government  will  become  more 
vigilant,  to  prevent  such  violation  of  our  laws,  and  such 
disgrace  to  our  country. 

Note  E. 
In  no  one  year  since  the  origin  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, have  its  friends  multiplied  so  rapidly,  as  during  that 
just  past.  The  merits  of  the  Institution  have  been  discuss- 
ed in  various  newspapers  ;  and  several  very  distinguished 
individuals  have  exerted  their  talents  in  its  defence.  Ma- 
ny- Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  formed  in  Virginia,  and 
it  is  believed,  one  may  be  established  with  little  difficulty 
in  each  county  of  the  State.  The  Friends,  a  numerous  and 
respectable  body  of  Christians  in  North  Carolina,  have  gi- 
ven their  decided  approbation  to  our  cause.  The  Roman 
Catholics  of  Maryland  are  also  ready  to  contribute  to  it 
their  aid.  Indeed,  the  interest  in  its  favour,  throughout 
the  nation,  is  becoming  daily  more  deep,  extensive,  and  ac 
tive. 

Note  F. 

The  liberality  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  on  the  occasioa 
of  the  departure  of  the  Brig  Vine  for  the  African  Colony^ 
was  remarkable.  The  following  account  of  proceedings 
in  reference  to  this  expedition,  will  be  perused  with  plea- 
sure : 

Emigrants  to  Liberia — Boston  Liberality.— 
Some  remarks  having  been  made  at  the  monthly  concert^ 
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says  the  Boston  Recorder  and  Telegraph,  relative  to  the 
Colony  in  Africa,  and  particularly  the  importance  of  its 
being  furnished  with  a  Printing  Establishment,  it  was  re- 
quested, at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  that  those  gentlemen 
who  felt  particularly  interested  in  the  object,  would  remain 
after  the  rest  of  the  assembly  had  retired.  Several  per- 
sons accordingly  remained  ;  and  after  consulting  on  the 
subject,  till  they  became  satisfied  that  the  measure  was  ex- 
pedient, commenced  a  subscription  for  the  purpose,  which 
shortly  amounted  to  ^471,  besides  a  font  of  valuable  type 
worth  ^110  96.  Ten  dollars  were  added  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.  Total,  ^591  96.  After  the  subscription 
on  Monday  evening,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  apply 
the  same  to  the  purpose  intended,  in  the  manner  they 
might  deem  expedient ;  and  in  fulfilment  of  this  trust,  they 
procured,  including  that  above  mentioned,  a  font  of  great 
primer,  a  font  of  pica,  and  a  font  of  brevier  ;  also  paper  to 
the  value  of  120  dollars,  ink  35  dollars  and  42  cents,  a  va- 
riety of  office  furniture,  and  every  thing  else  necessary  to 
form  an  establishment  for  printing  either  a  newspaper  or 
books,  with  the  exception  of  a  press,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously given  by  a  gentleman  of  this  city. 

They  also  engaged  a  printer,  Mr.  Charles  L.  Force, 
to  whom  they  advanced  a  salary  of  416  dollars  for  the  first 
year.  These  liberal  provisions  have  more  than  exhausted 
the  subscription  of  Monday  evening,  by  the  sum  of  240 
dollars  and  30  cents,  w^hich  is  yet  to  be  made  up.  There 
were  also  put  on  board,  by  the  liberality  of  our  citizens, 
a  good  bell  for  the  Academy  about  to  be  established  in  the 
Colony,  worth  50  dollars — 2  setts  of  patent  scales,  92  dol- 
lars— 2  setts  of  blacksmith's  tools,  125  dollars — a  pair  of 
globes,  20  dollars — agricultural  implements,  nails,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  clothing,  provisions  and  books.  The 
vessel  sailed  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  with  a  fine  breeze. 
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LIST  OF  SOCIETIES 

Auxiliary  to  the  American  Colonization  Society. 


MARYLAND  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY, 

(established  in  Baltimore.) 

Col.  John  Eager  Howard,  President. 

Vice  President, 

Hon.  Chief  Justice  Bruce. 

Luke  Tieman,  Treasurer.  Edward  J.  Coale,  Secretary, 


NEW  YORK  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 
Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  President, 

Vice  Presidents. 

Col.  William  Few,  I      Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Alexander  M'Leod,  D.  D.      | 

Mr.  Crove  Wright,  Treasurer. 
John  B.  Beck,  M.  D.  Recording  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  rOCIETY  OF  ANNAPOLIS. 

J.  T.  Chase,  President. 


Vice  Presidents. 


1st,  William  Kilt)', 

2d,  Thomas  Blackistone, 

3d,  William  Spencer, 

4th,  Peter  Emmerson, 

5th,  C.  Dorsey, 

6th,  Dr.  Thomas  Johnson, 

7th,  WiUiam  Hayward, 

8th,  James  Murray, 

9th,  Benjamin  W.  Lecompte, 

10th,  John  Moffat, 

A.  C.  Magruder,  Secretary. 


11th,  Wm.  D.  Digges, 
12th,  Wm.  R.  Stuart, 
13th,  Ephraim  K.  Wilson, 
14th,  R.  B.  Taney, 
15th,  Charles  S.  Sewall, 
16th,  William  Hughlett, 
17th,  Thomas  Kennedy, 
18th,  George  C.  Washington, 
19th,  James  Tidball. 

Jonathan  Pinkney,  Treasurer. 


John  Brexver,  Recorder. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  VA. 

Nathaniel  Burvvell,  President, 
Obed  Waite,  Treasurer.  Augustine  C  Smith,  Seeretary, 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  MD. 


AUXILIARY  SOniETY  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY,  VA. 

John  Stubblefield,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
William  M'Guire,  I  Edward  Wager, 

Armistead  Beckham,  j  Roger  Hu.iiphreys. 

Jacob  Wark,  Treasure):  John  P.  M'Guire,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  LOUDON  COUNTY,  VA. 

James  Monroe,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Samuel  Murray, 
Ludwell  Lee, 
Israel  Janney, 
James  Moore, 
Mahlon  Taylor, 
Samuel  Nichols, 
Isaac  Brown, 

R,  D.  Henderson,  Treasurer,  Richard  H.  Lee,  Secretary. , 


Sydney  Baily, 
Johnson  Cleaveland,- 
Burr  Powell, 
James  Heaton, 
William  Elzey, 
William  Noland. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHARLESTOWN,  JEFFERSON 
COUNTY,  VA. 
Dr.  Samuel  T.  Gramer,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Bushrod  C.  Washington,  I  John  T.  A.  Washington, 

Adam  Weaver,  j  George  W.  Humphieys, 

Henry  S.  Turner,  Nathaniel  Craighill. 

Robt.  Washington,  Treasurer,  John  Marshall,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SHEPHERDSTOWN,  VA. 

James  S.  Lane,  President. 

John  Baker,  Vice  President. 

John  Cookus,  Treasurer.  Reo.  C.  P.  Kranth,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  VA. 

Hon.  Daniel  Smith,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  j  Rev.  Daniel  Baker, 

Major  John  Kenney,  ]  Col.  Samuel  H.  Lewis. 

David  Steele,  Treasurer.  Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  ~i  gg^gi^^igg^ 

James  Bush,  5 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  YORK,  PENN,. 
Jacob  Barnitz,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Ceorge  Barnitz,  |  Jacob  Eichelberg^r, 

John  Schmidt,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  IN  NEW  LONDON,  VA. 
Rev.  John  Early,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
James  Stephen,  Sen.        |        Col.  John  Wall. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY,  MD. 

John  Johnson,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

James  R.  Montgomery,      |      Doctor  Joseph  Kent. 

T.  Tyler,  Treasure.  Edward  Harwood,  Secretary. 

m        ■    

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GREENBOROUGH,  N.  C. 

George  Swain,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
David  Worth,  I        Jonathan  Hadley, 

Jacob  Hubbard,        j         Abel  Coffin. 

James  Johnson,  Treasurer.  John  M.  Dick,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHAPEL  HILl. 

Rev.  Joseph  Caldwell,  D.  D.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Major  P.  Henderson  Wm.  M'Cawley  Robert  R.  King. 

Thomas  H.  Taylor,  Treasurer.  William  Hooker,  Secretary'. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  C. 

John  Wenslow,  President. 

Duncan  M'Levan,   Vice  President. 

James  Cameron,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  TROY. 

Col.  William  Pawling,  President.       |        Orville  L.  Holly,  Secretary. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RALEIGH,  N.  C, 

John  Branch,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
Col.  William  Polk,  I     Hon.  Leonard  Henderson, 

Hon.  John  L.  Taylor,      j     Archibald  Henderson,  Esq. 
Daniel  Dupree,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Gales,  Secretary/. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MILLEDGEVILLE,  GEO. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PUTNAM  COUNTY,  GEO. 

Hon.  C.  B,  Strong,  President. 

J.  A.  Cuthbert,  Vice  President. 

John  Hudson,  Treasurer.  Wm.  Turner,  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MAYSVILLE,  KY. 
Rev.  Wm.  Giinsted,  President. 

Vice  Presidents,  # 

George  Corcorin,  j  Lawrence  Cahill. 

Plato  Stout,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Ennis  Duncan,  Jr.  Recording  Secretary, 

Richard  Dement,  Treasurer. 


UNION  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  WILMINGTON,  DEL. 
'  Rev.  R.  Williston,  President. 

Col.  Allen  M'Lane,  \st  Vice  President. 

David  C.  Wilson,  Esq.  2d  Vice  President. 

Rev.  E.  W.  Gilbert,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Samuel  Sappington,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 

John  R.  Brinckle,  [  Joseph  Scott, 

John  Patterson,  !  R.  S.  Henderson, 

Robert  Porter,  [  George  Jones. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PETERSBURG,  VA. 

Dr.  R.  Feild,  President. 

Rev.  And.  Syme,  \st  Vice  President. 

John  F.  May,  2d  Vice  President. 

G.  P.  DisoBway,  Treasurer. 

Wm.  M.  Atkinson,  Secretary. 
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Managers. 


.John  Gramtner, 

James  Hunnicut,  Dinwiddie, 

Frs.  G.  Yancey, 

Minton  Thrift, 

W.  H.  Macfarland, 

Thos.  Shore, 

Benj.  Rice, 

A.  B.  Spooner, 


Thos.  Young, 

Dr  J.  C.  Pegram,  Dinwiddte, 

Edward  Pescud, 

William  Clarke, 

Thos.  Robinson, 

John  TaliaferrOj 

Hu£^h  Nelson. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RICHMOND,  VA. 

Chief  Justice  John  Marshall,  President. 

Vice  Presidents, 
James  Pleasants,  Jr.  |  John  Tyler. 

Benjamin  Brand,  Treasurer,  Thomas  Howard,  Secrdary^ 


Wm.  H.  Fitzwhylson, 
Robt.  G.  Scott, 
John  Rutherford, 
Hall  Neilson, 
James  Blair, 
Wm.  Crane, 


Willis  Cowling, 
James  E.  Heath, 
William  Barrett, 
Young  Pankey, 
Charles  J.  Nicholas, 
David  J.  Burr. 


AyXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  NORFOLK,  VA; 

James  Nimmo,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
Seth  Foster,  |  Rich'd  E.  Parker. 

John  M'Phall,  Treusurer.  Wm.  Maxwell,  Secretary, 


ftev.  Noah  Davis, 

— —  Henry  W.  Ducacliet, 

■■ John  French, 

Richard  L.  Green, 

Shepard  K.  Kollock, 

Thomas  G.  Broughton, 
Jonathan  Cowdery, 
Daniel  G.  Fisk, 


Alexander  Gait, 
Jeremiah  Hendren, 
Robert  C.  Jennings, 
Hamilton  Shields, 
Robert  Soutter, 
Robert  B.  Starke, 
Henry  Woodis. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 
VERMONT. 

Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  President, 
Vice  Presidents. 
His  Ex,  C.  P.  Van  Ness,      j     His  Hon.  Aardn  Leland^. 
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Managers. 
Rev.  Almon  Dunbar, 
Hon.  Ezra  Butler, 
Hon.  Seth  Wetmore, 
Eev.  John  Wheeler, 
Hon.  Martin  Chittenden, 
Hon.  Israel  P.  Dana, 

Rev.  Chester  Wright,  Secretary. 

Hon.  Jeduthun  Loomis,  Treasurer. 

Hon.  Joseph  Howes,  Auditm'. 


Rev.  James  Hobart, 
Hon.  D.  Azro  A.  Buckj. 
Rev.  Amariah  Chandler. 
Samuel  Clark,  Esq. 
Hon.  Phineas  White, 
Rev.  Willbur  Fisk. 


ALBANY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y. 

Harmannus  Bleecker,  President. ' 

Vice  Presidents. 

John  Lansing,  Jun.  |  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 

Ebenezer  F.  Backus,  Treasurer.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Secretary. 


HUDSON  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y, 

Hon.  Rufus  Reed,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Cyrus  Stebbins,  [  Doctor  Samuel  White. 

Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  Secretary.  John  Bowers,  Esq.  Treasure: 


AUXILIARY   COLONIZATION   SOCIETY  OF  DUTCHESS 

COUNTY,  N.  Y. 

Philo  Ruggles,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

George  Bloom,  I  Abraham  G.  Storm, 

John  li.  Fonda,  j  Henry  ConkUn. 

John  V.  B.  Varick,  Cor.  Sec'ry.        Matthew  Yassar,  Ike.  Sec'ry. 
Alfred  Raymond,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  WATERFORD. 
Samuel  Stuart,  President.  \        Rev.  M.  W.  Dwight,  Secretary. 


NASSAU  AND  SCHODIC  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

-  Warner,  Esq.  President.     \      Samuel  B.  Ludlow,  esq.g^ecretary. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,   CATSKILL. 
Orin  Day,  President.  j  Robert  Dorian,  Secretary, 
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AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HILLSDALE. 

Adonijah  Bidwell,  Esq.  President. 
Rev.  Henpy  Truesdell,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

John  Grahame,  President. 
Vice  Presidetits. 
Rev.  David  F.  Schaeffer,  j  John  Dudders, 

Henry  Willis,  James  Terrance, 

Ignatius  Davis,  Lewis  Motter, 

Wm.  Morsell,  j  Andrew  Shriver. 

John  Cole,  ! 

Henry  Doyle,  Treasure)'.  Lewis  Medtart,  Secretarti. 


WILMINGTON  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  DEL. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Montgomery,  First  Directress. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  McMullin,  |  Mi's.  Lydia  M.  Gilbert, 

Miss  A.  H.  Danagh,  Secretary.  Miss  Sarah  Black,  Treasury. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  QUEEN  ANN'S  COUNTY,  MD. 

Richard  T.  Earle,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Wm.  Carmichael,  Esq.  j  John  Tilgham, 

John  P.  Pacha,  George  Findley. 

Wm.  Hemsley,  1 

Dr.  John  Davidge  Emory,  Sec'ry.     Philemon  B,  Hopper,  Treasure^', 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  KENT  COUNTY, 
MARYLAND. 

Wm.  Barrell,  Esq.  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
James  Bowers,  I  Edward  Anderson,  Esq. 

C.  F.  Chambers,  j  U.  Anger,  Esq. 

Thomas  Worrell,  Esq,   !  Rev.  William  Jackson. 

J.  B.  Eccleston,  Secretary.  R.  Ringold,  Treasurer, 


AUXILIARY   COLONIZATION   SOCIETY  OF    DORCHESTER 
COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

Joseph  E.  Muse,  President. 

Charles  Goldsborough,  Esq.  Vice  President. 

James  Chaplaine,  Esq.  Treasurer.  James  Bryan^,  Esq,  Secretary, 
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NANSEMOND  COUNTY  AUXfLIARY  SOCIETY, 

(Business  transacted  in  the  town  of  Suffolk.) 

Joseph  Prentiss,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Jacob  Keeling,  I  Rev.  Robert  Cox, 

Col.  Josiah  Riddick,  \  Capt.  Mills  Riddick. 

John  T.  Kilby,  Secretary.  Arthur  Smith,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  N.  C. 

(Business  transacted  at  Murfreesborough.) 

■Vacant,  President, 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Daniel  Southall,  j  Doctor  Isaac  Pipkin. 

Rev.  James  Douglass,  Secretary.  James  Wells,  Treasurer: 

AUXILIi«lY  SOCIETY  OF  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  COUNTY,  VA. 

f  Business  transacted  at  Smithfield.) 
Doctor  Robert  Butler,  President. 
Doctor  George  Wilson,  \st  Vice  President. 
Major  Andrew  Woodley,  2c?         do. 
Colonel  Willis  H.  Woodley,  Secretary. 
John  Womble,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAMPTON,  VA. 

Rev.  John  S,  Westwood,  President. 
Rev.  William  Gilliam,  \st  Vice  President. 
Luther  H.  Reed,  2c?  do. 

Samuel  Watts,  Senior,  3d  do. 

William  J.  Simpkins,  Secretary. 
Westwood  S.  Armistead,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SUSSEX  COUNTY,  VA. 
(^Business  transacted  at  Sussex  Court  House.^ 
John  Cargill,  Esq.  President. 
Major  William  Parham,  Vice  Presidents 
Colontl  George  Blow,  Secretary. 
William  Pavliam,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ALBEMARLE  COUNTY,  VA. 

General  J.  H.  Cocke,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

William  G.  Rives,  J.  H.  Terrell,  Thomas  W.  Gilmer. 

Jona.  B.  Carr,  Treamirer. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  KING  WILLIAM  COUNTY,  VA. 

John  Roane,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Robert  Simple,      |        Rev.  And.  Broaddres. 

Doct,  Wm.  Gwathmey,  Treasurer. 

Christopher  W.  Taliaferro,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  KANHAWA  COUNTY,  VA. 

Philip  P.  Thompson,  Esq.  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Hon.  Lewis  Summers,  ',  John  L.  Fiy. 

Joseph  Lovell,  Esq.  Treasureir.         Edward  S.  Eddy,  Esq.  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  AUGUSTA  CO.  VA. 
Rev.  Dr.  Conrad  Speece,  President. 

Vice  Presidents.  ' 

Rev.  James  C.  Wilson,  |  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Stevens; 

Managers^ 


Hon.  Archibald  Stuart, 
William  Bell, 
Daniel  ShefFey, 
Chas.  A.  Stuart, 
John  H.  Peyton, 
Samuel  Clarke, 


Jas.  A.  M'Cue, 
John  MTue, 
David  Gilkeson,  Jr. 
Wm.  Kinney,  Jr. 
David  W.  Patterson, 
Nicholas  C.  Kinney. 


William  Clark,  Esq.  Secretary.  Joseph  Cowan,  Esq.  Treasureir, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PASQUOTANK  COUNTY,  N.  C. 

Isaac  Overman,  President, 

Vice  Presidents. 

Enpch  Sawyer,  Esq.  j  Doct  Wm.  Martin. 

John  C.  Ehringhaus,  Secretary. 

Benjamin  Sutton,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 


Joseph  Pritchard, 

Charles  Grice,  Esq. 

Thomas  L.  Sbiannunhouse,  Esq. 


Gen.  William  Gregor}', 
Exum  Newby, 
Caleb  White. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  POWHATAN  COUNTY,  VA 

Col.  James  Clarke,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Wm.  Old,  Esq.  \  Rev.  Edward  Baptist. 

John  B.  Tinsley,  Secretary.  Jos.  Davis,  Treasurer. 
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Managers. 
Wm.  Pope, 
Joseph  Hobson, 
Rev.  Dan.  A.  Penick, 
Thos.  Scott, 
Joseph  Davis, 


John  Daniel, 
Wm.  L.  Montague, 
Wm.  Sublitt, 
John  Gillam. 


AUXILIARY   COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  LYNCHBURG, 

CAMPBELL  COUNTY,  VA. 

Rev.  John  Early,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 


Rev.  Wm.  S.  Reid, 
Robt.  Toler,  Secretary. 

John  "Victor,  (mayor,) 
Will.  J.  Holcombe, 
David  R.  Edley, 
Saml.  Bransford, 
Elijah  Fletcher, 
James  Nevvhall, 


I 

Managers. 


.    Rev.  F.  G.  Smith. 
John  Caskie,  Treasurer, 

N.  M.  Taliaferro, 
John  D.  Urquhart, 
Chiis.  Umfree, 
John  Thurmon, 
David  G.  Munell, 
Dr.  John  J.  Cabell. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  FLUVANNA  CO.  VA'. 

Gen.  John  H.  Cocke,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Walker  Timberlake,      j      John  Timberlake,  Jr.  Esq. 

Edward  J,  Magruder,  Secretary.  Barritt  G.  Payne,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 


Guthrie  Morris, 
Gideon  A.  Strange, 
John  Winn, 
George  Stillman, 
James  Currin, 


Doct.  G.  M.  Lewis, 
Doct.  Bazil  M.  Jones, 
Charles  W.  Jones, 
Martin  Tutwiler, 
Samuel  F.  Morris. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  JACKSON  COUN- 
TY,   GEORGIA. 

Wilham  Pentecost,  President. 

Hugh  Montgomery,  Vice  President. 

David  Boring,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Davis,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

His  Excellency  David  L.  Morril,  President. 
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Vice  Presidents. 


Rev.  Daniel  Dana,  D.  D. 
Jonathan  Smith,  Esq. 
Hon.  Mathew  Harvey, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbmy, 
Rev.  Rennet  Tyler,  D.  D. 
Rev.  John  H.  Church,  D.  D, 


Hon.  Samuel  Bell, 
Moses  P.  Payson,  Esq. 
Hon.  Caleb  Keith, 
Wm.  A.  Kent,  Esq. 
George  B.  Upham,  Esq. 


Managers, 


Rev.  Jonathan  Nye, 
Henry  Hubbard,  Esq. 
Hon.  Samuel  Morrill, 
Isaac  Hill,  Esq. 
Titus  Brown,  Esq. 
Hon.  Andrew  Pierce, 


Hon.  Joshua  Darling, 
Edmund  Parker,  Esq. 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jr.  Esq, 
Mills  Olcott,  Esq. 
Moses  Baker,  Esq. 


Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  Sea-etary.      Wm.  Pickering,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HAMPDEN  SIDNEY 
COLLEGE,  VA. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF 

MAINE. 

His  Excellency  Albion  K.  Parris,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Prentiss  Mellen,  j  Rev.  J.  Nicholls. 

Charles  S.  Davis,  Treasurer.  Thomas  A.  Deblois,  Secretary. 

Trustees. 


Rev.  E.  Payson, 
Rev.  T.  B.  Ripley, 
Simon  Greenle^, 
Joseph  Sibly, 


Henry  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Dana, 
Alfred  Richardson, 
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80MMITTEES  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

BOSTON. 

John  Tappan,  Esq.  Chairmant 
David  Hale,  Treasurer. 
The  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard, 
Rev.  Mr.  Wisner, 

■ Mr.  Jenks, 

Mr.  Wm.  Lambert, 
Jerrard  Hallock,  Secretary^ 


UTICA,  N.Y. 

Jonas  Piatt,  Esq.  Chairman. 

Thomas  Walker, 

A.  G.  Doby, 

Wm.  Williams, 

Thomas  Hastings,  Esq.  Secretary. 


NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 

Simeon  Baldwin,  Esq.  Chairman. 
Rev.  Hany  Crosswell, 

. C:laudius  Herrick, 

Timothy  Dwight,  Esq. 
Ralph  I.  Ingersol,  Esq.  Sec'ry. 


HARTFORD,  CONN, 

Henry  L.  Elsworth,  Esq.  Chairman. 
Doctor  Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Rev.  Mr.  Hawes, 

Mr  Lindsey, 

Mr.  Cushman, 

S.  H.  Huntingdon,  Esq.  Sec^ry. 


PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Nicholas  Brown,  Esq. 
Alexander  Jones,  Esq. 
Nathaniel  Searle,  Esq. 
Rev.  Stephen  Gano, 
John  Nowland,  Esq. 
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February  20,  1826. 
The  following  article  has  just  appeared  in  the  Nor- 
folk Beacon,  which  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  be  par- 
ticularly gratifying  to  our  friends  : 

The  ship  Indian  Chief,  Captain  Cochran,  chartered  by  the  Ameri-- 
can  Colonization  Society,  sailed  from  this  port  on  Wednesday  last, 
the  l5th  inst.  for  the  Society's  settlement  at  Cape  Montserado,  on 
the  Coast  of  Africa.  She  takes  out  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  free 
people  of  colour,  with  supplies  for  the  Colony,  the  frames  of  five 
large  buildings  which  the  government  intend  to  provide  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  number  of  captured  Africans  vyho  will  be  sent  out 
hereafter  in  another  vessel,  the  frames  of  two  long  boats  for  the  trade 
of  the  rivers,  and  other  things.  She  takes  out  also,  Dh.  Peaco,  a 
surgeon  of  the  navy,  a  gentleman  of  professional  skill,  who  will  act 
m  the  double  character  of  an  agent  of  the  government,  and  a  phy- 
sician to  the  people. 

The  emigi-ants,  we  understand,  are  chiefly  from  the  counties  of 
Perquimans,  Pasquotank,  and  Chowan,  in  our  neighbor  state  of 
North  Carolina.  About  fifty  of  them  are  sent  out,  decently  furnish- 
ed for  the  voyage,  by  the  friends  under  whose  care  they  have  here- 
tofore been  living.  Eleven  are  the  freedmen  of  the  Rev.  John  D. 
Paston,  of  Prince  Edward  county,  in  this  state,  given  over  to  the  So- 
ciety to  transport  them ;  one  the  donation  in  like  manner  of  Dr. 
Webb,  of  the  Great-Bridge,  near  this  place,  and  one  of  the  Rev. 
Cave  Jones,  of  New  York.  They  go  out  for  the  most  part  in  fami- 
lies, and  are  of  all  ages,  but  chiefly  young  men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls,  with  a  few  old  persons  and  young  infants.  Among  the  men  are 
some  good  mechanics ;  but  the  greater  part  of  them  have  been  used 
to  handle  the  plough  and  hoe.  With  the  industrious  habits  which 
we  understand  they  have  mimifestad,  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  do 
well  in  their  new  country. 

We  owe  it,  we  think,  to  these  emigrants  to  state,  that  during  the 
three  or  four  months  that  they  have  been  detained  (the  greater  part 
of  them)  in  this  place,  waiting  for  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  to 
embark,  they  have,  with  hardly  a  single  exception,  displayed  a  de- 
gree of  patience,  humility,  and  good  order,  that  entitles  them  to  our 
warmest  praise.  And  nothing  indeed,  can  more  strongly  evince  their 
affection  for  this  enterprise  than  the  plain  fact,  that  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  discouragement  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  assail- 
ed as  they  were,  in  some  instances,  with  artful  temptations,  not  one 
of  them  was  found  to  flinch  from  sailing. 
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We  are  gratified  also  to  record  in  this  place,  that  the  citizens'  of 
CUV  borough  have  shown  their  usual  kindness  and  charity  to  the  emi- 
grants. Our  community  indeed  is  too  small  to  favor  that  sort  of  be- 
nevolent excitement  which  we  observe  was  displayed  in  Boston  on 
the  sailing  of  the  Vine  ;  nor  would  it  be  altogether  wise  perhaps  to 
make  any  public  parade  of  our  feelings,  in  our  southern  cities,  on 
such  occasions.  We  are  glad,  however,  to  be  able  to  state,  that  we 
did  not  send  these  people  away  from  our  shores  without  some  proofs 
of  that  sympathy  which  it  surely  became  us  to  feel. 

In  this  view,  we  are  happy  to  state  that  our  citizens,  and  some  in- 
dividuals of  Sinithfield  and  Suffolk,  gave  them  liberal  donations  of 
clothes  and  farming  utensils,  and  other  things  of  which  they  were 
in  want.     And  we  are  particularly  gratified  to  add,  that  on  the  day 
before  her  sailing,  the  reverend  gentlemen  of  the  clergy,  of  differ- 
ent denominations,  went  on  board  the  ship,  then  dropped  down  be- 
low the  forts,  with  a  few  gentlemen  and  ladies,  friends  of  the  Socie- 
ty, in  company,  to  see  the  emigrants,  and  give  them  a  parting  prayer. 
We  understand,  from  one  who  was  present,  that  the  services,  on  the 
occasion,  aided,  no  doubt,  by  the  interest  of  the  scene,  were  very  so- 
lemn and  impressive.    It  was  impossible,  indeed,  we  can  easily  con- 
ceive, to  see  such  a  group  of  human  beings,  embracing  all  the  rela- 
tions and  charities  of  life,  fathers,  mothers,  husbands,  wives,  bro- 
thers and  sisters,  all  about  to  sail  from  our  shores  forever,  and  under 
such  peculiar  circumstances,  without  feeling  the  deepest  sympathy 
in  their  situation,  and  the  most  lively  interest  in  all  their  future  fates. 
We  must  take  this  occasion  to  say  again,  that  we  do  most  cordi- 
ally approve  of  this  plan  of  the  Society     We  are  no  enthusiasts,  in- 
deed, (as  we  perceive  it  is  the  pleasure  of  some  to  call  the  friehds  of 
the  cause,)  but,  with  the  evidence,  daily  increasing,  which  we  have 
before  us,  of  the  perfect  practicableness  of  colonizing  these  people  in 
the  land  of  their  fathers,  of  their  own  ardor  in  the  undertaking,  and  of 
the  happy  effects  which  may  be  fairly  expected  to  flow  from  its 
achievement,  we  should  look  upon  ourselves  as  exposed  to  a  still 
more  serious  charge  than  that  of  a  want  of  sober  sense — a  want  of 
common  humanity — if  we  did  not  feel  and  avow  our  hearty  interest 
in  its  success.     Let  our  Colonization  Societies,  and  their  friends,  con- 
tinue to  pursue  their  great  object,  with  that  moderation  and  piii- 
dence  which  the  nature  of  their  engagement  so  forcibly  suggests, 
and  they  cannot  fail,  we  should  think,  to  enlist  all  hearts  and  hands 
in  their  cause. 
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ERRATA. 

In  the  first  Resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Mercer,  read  as,  before  essential, 
for  "  is."  On  the  24th  page  substitute,  in  the  8th  line  of  the  Speech,  a  semi' 
colon  for  the  period  after  piracy.  First  line  of  the  second  paragraph,  same 
page,  for  "  said  he,"  rtSid  he  saidt  he.  Same  page,  3d  line  from  the  bottom, 
for  "  of,"  read  if. 

Middle  of  25tb  page,  read  "  war"  before  was. 

In  the  first  line,  2d  paragraph,  26th  page,  for  "from  which,"  read  to  which 
may  be  traced.  Fourth  line  from  the  end  of  the  same  paragraph,  after  "report," 
vesid  jtist  read.    For  «  on,"  in  the  two  last  lines  of  the  next  paragraph,  read  in. 

Li  the  list  of  Ofiicers,  for  Eitzhugh,  read  Fitzhugh. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OV  THE 


AMERICAJS"  COLO:jsriZJlTIOX  SOCIETK 


AT  THEIR 


TENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  adjourned  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society,  was  held  in 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Saturday  evening, 
the  20th  inst.  when  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  one  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents of  the  Society,  took  the  chair. 

A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Society,  Judge  Washing- 
TOxV,  was  read,  expressing  regret,  that  indisposition  prevented 
his  attendance.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Lavrie  thenopei^ed  the  meeting 
with  prayer. 

The  Rev.  Mi-.  Gurley  announced  as  present  the  following 
delegates: 

Hon.  S.  Bell,  from  the  Auxiliary  State  Society,  New^Haimp- 
shire. 

Hon.  HoEATio  Seymour,  >^^   Vermont. 

Hon.  John  Mattocks,       3 

Hon':' Samuel  Lathrop,  Hampton  County,  Mass. 

Hon.  J.  Woods,  Butler  County,  Ohio. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Wkight,  Steubenville  do.  Ohio. 

Hon.  Joseph  Johnson,  Wheeling  do^  Virginia 


Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Trumbull  and  Portage   Co.  Oliio. 

Hon.  W.  M'Lean,  Piqua  and  Troy  Counties,  Ohio. 

Hon.  John  Wurts,  Auxiliary  C.  S.  of  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  J.  Lawrence,  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  J.  S.  Stevenson,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Clay  then  resigned  the  Chair  to  the  Hon.  R.  E-usM, 
another  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  at  the  meeting  on  the  13th 
inst.  and  which  were  adopted  on  that  occasion,  were  read : 

By  Hon.  S.  Van  Rensselaer, 

*'■  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  the 
Board  of  Managers,  for  their  unremitted  attention  to  its  objects 
during  the  year,  and  for  the  Report  just  read,  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  print  the  same." 

By  Hon.  Mr.  Weesis: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the 
various  Auxiliary  Associations,  who^  during  the  last  year,  have 
given  their  aid  to  its  objects,  and  that  they  be  respectfully  and 
earnestly  invited  to  co-operate  still  further,  in  accomplishing  the 
design  of  the  Institution." 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Powell,  of 
Virginia,  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday,  the  13th  inst.  was  then  con- 
sidered and  adopted  : 

[^When  ottering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Powell  ha'd  borne  testimo- 
ny to  a  great  change  in  his  opinion  of  the  Society.  He  said  he 
had  at  first  looked  upon  it  as  calculated  to  produce  evil  instead  of 
good.  He  did  nat  think  it  necessary  to  explain  tlie  manner  in 
which  the  change  had  been  eifectedj  but  he  now  felt  convinced 
that  this  Society  promised  to  be  the  instrument  of  great  and  ben- 
eficial results.] 

^''Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  viewed  with  pleasure  the. 
formation  of  Auxiliary  State  Societies  in  several  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  with  subordinate  Associations  in  the  Counties  of  those 
States, and  express  the  hope  that  a  similar  system  may  be  adopt- 
ed, as  far  as  practicable,  in  all  the  States." 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lawrence,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the 
Hev.  Clergy,  of  all  denominations,  for  the  warm  interest  evinced 
on  their  part  in  the  objects  it  has  in  view,  and  that  they  be  res- 
pectfully and  earnestly  requested  to  take  up  collections  for  its  aid, 
©n  tlie  next  Anniversary  of  our  National  Independence. 


Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  Grand  Chapla'm  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  llie 
District  of  Columbia,  subinitted  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution : 

Whereas,  some  of  the  Masonic  Lodges  of  our  country,  in  the 
exercise  of  that  charity  which  so  pre-eminently  distinguishes  the 
Institution  of  Free  Masonry,  have  generously  come  forward  and 
liberally  contributed  to  the  funds  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  those 
Lodges  that  have  already  commenced  the  benevolent  work  of  aid- 
ing this  Society,  in  not  only  providing  an  asylum  for  the  Free 
People  of  Colour  in  Africa,  but  also  of  greatly  contributing  to  the 
abolition  of  the  inhuman  Slave  Trade,  and  the  introduction  of 
Christianity  and  Civilization  into  that  wretched  and  benighted 
land;  and  that  other  Masonic  Institutions,  and  the  fraternity  gene- 
rally, throughout  the  United  States,  be  invited  to  co-operate  in  this 
important,  patriotic,  and  truly  benevolent  object. 

Mr.  Knapp,  of  Boston,  Mass.  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
meeting'.  He  said  that  he  was  induced  to  second  the  motion,  believing  that, 
if  it  were  carried  into  effect,  it  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  Society. 
During  the  last  season,  an  agent  of  this  Society  travelled  into  that  part  of  the 
country  in  which  he  (Mr.  K.)  resided,  with  the  design  of  diffusing  there  a 
knowledge  of  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  of  invoking  assistance  from  the 
benevolent  and  patriotic.  By  the  means-  of  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  the 
agent  called  the  attention  of  the  community  to  this  great  concern.  To  al 
most  all,  it  was  a  novel  subject.  True,  it  had  been  heard  of  through  the  pub- 
lic prints;  yet,  its  objects  and  progress  were  not  known,  and  the  people 
were  generally  ignorant  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded.  The 
agent  pursued  his  labours  with  zeal  and  assiduity,  aided  by  the  few  who  had 
conceived  just  notions  of  the  benevolent  project ;  aiTd  there  were  some  who 
were  ready  with  their  voices  and  with  their  purses  to  advance  it,  convinced 
tliat  the  Society  were  labouring  in  the  cause  of  humanity ;  bat  with  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  time  and  deliberation  were  required,  before  they  could 
be  enlisted  in  the  good  cause.  Among  the  many  means  adopted  by  the 
friends  of  this  Society  in  New  England,  for  the  attainment  of  their  objects, 
ene  was  an  application  to  the  Masonic  Lodges,  Mr.  K.  said  he  was  a  member 
of  the  fraternity,  and  with  his  brethren,  was  desirous  that  the  subject  should 
be  considered  in  all  its  bearings,  before  any  effective  steps  should  be  taken, 
and  that  this  deliberation  should  be  had  without  bias  or  prejudice  ;  for  Ma* 
sons,  although  ever  anxious  to  do  good  whenever  a  fair  opportunity  offered 
itself,  yet,  were  not  infected  with  that  sickly  sensibility  which  is  forever 
painting  in  odious  colours  the  horrors  of  negro  slaveiy ;  crying  up  a  crusade 
against  the  holders  of  slaves,  and  ready  to  oppose  them  in  any  way,  without 
looking  behind  them  or  before  for  example  or  argument.  They  did  delibe- 
rate.   They  considered  the  past  and  the  present,  and  cast  many  an  n)c^uiring 


glance  into  the  darkened  mists  of  the  future.  They  knew  that,  ait  one  pe» 
riod,  slavery  existed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  thirteen  States  of  our 
early  Confederacy :  they  knew  that  whei-e  slavery  had  been  abolished  it 
had  operate"d  to  the  advantage  of  the  masters,  not  of  the  slaves :  they  saw 
this  fact  most  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  free  negroes  of  Boston. 
If,  on  the  anniversary  celebrated  by  the  Fi'ee  People  of  Colour,  of  the  day  on 
which  slavery  was  abolished,  they  looked  abroad,  what  did  they  see  ?  Not 
freemen,  in  the  enjoj^ment  of  every  attribute  of  freedom,  with  the  stamp  of 
liberty  upon  their  brows  !  No,  sir ;  they  saw  a  ragged  set,  crying  out  liberty  ! 
for  whom  liberty  had  nothing  to  bestow,  and  wliose  enjoyment  of  it  was  but 
in  name.  He  spoke  of  the  great  body  of  the  blacks  ;  there  were  some  few 
honourable  exceptions,  he  knew,  which  only  proved  what  might  be  done 
for  all. 

What  then  was  to  be  done  ?  They  saw  that  a  great,  a  formidable  evil  exist- 
ed ;  they  knew  something  should  be  done  ;  but  how. to  attack  that  evil,  how  to 
act  at  once  with  propriety  and  effect,  were  the  questions.  They  knew  that 
the  feelings  of  the  Soutli  were  to  be  regarded.  At  the  East,  they  hated  sla- 
very ;  but  they  loved  union  and  harmony  more  ;  nor  did  they  desu'e  to  com- 
promise  the  latter  in  their  endeavours  to  remove  the  former ;  and  in  any  ef- 
forts to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  degraded  African,  they  did  sincerely  de- 
sire that  the  rights  and  feelings  of  all  might  be  regarded — and  that  no  infringe- 
ment of  the  social  compact  should  be  involved ;  they  wished  even  more — that 
no  suspicion  of  such  an  infringement  should  be  entertained,  fully  sensible  of 
the  delicacy  of  the  subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  fraternity  stop- 
ped to  inquire  and  to  deliberate ;  and  he  was  made  the  humble  instrument  of 
that  inquiry.  And,  sir,  fsaid  Mr.  K.)  I  must  candidly  say  that  my  prejudices 
were  strong,  but  my  inquiry  terminated  in  the  most  satisfactory  conviction,  not 
only  tiiat  the  objects  of  this  Society  were  wise  and  benevolent,  but  that  they 
were  even  worthy  of  the  assistance  of  the  citizens  of  tlie  South,  as  well  as 
other  parts  of  the  country,  to  whom  they  promised  vast  benefits ;  and  although 
a  few  individuals  of  the  South  may  entertain  suspicions,  I  trust  that  they  will 
all  ultimately  be  dispelled.  I  looked  upon  the  many  evils  of  slavery  with  the 
aversion  of  a  freeman  j  but  I  saw  also  that  the  evils  were  not  confined  to  those 
who  are  virtually  slaves.  I  saw  that  to  those  persons  on  whom  circumstances 
had  bestowed  freedom,  it  operated  as  a  curse,  when  they  had  not  the  means 
of  obtaining  knowledge,  and  of  giving  scope  to  the  talents  God  had  given 
them  by  nature.  Take  the  greater  part  of  those  who  had  received  their  free- 
dom by  clemency,  policy,  or  accident,  or  were  born  free,  what  did  they  know  of 
freedom?  What  sense  had  they  of  its  blessings?  They  were  still,  whilst  in  its 
nominal  enjoyment,  the  same  despised,  degraded  beings.  Ignorance  was 
their's  from  infancy  :  they  had  no  social  or  political  relations  in  the  communi- 
ty— of  which  they  were  not  members,  but  excrescences — thrown  from  a  state 
of  dependence  and  submission,  abroad  upon  society;  standing  forth  in  odious 
disthictness  from  those  who  would  not  acknowledge  them  as  fellow  citizens  j 
without  a  root  in  the  soil  fi'om  which  they  sprung,  their  liberty  was  statutory, 


ahd  looked  well  In  the  volume  of  laws,  and  in  the  code  of  the  rights  of  nianj 
but  it  was  without  essence  and  worthless,  because  it  was  without  knowledge. 

It  is  sometimes  said  by  the  desponding,  that  slavery  is  too  great  an  evil  ever 
to  be  remedied.  The  civilized  woild,  or  the  European  part  of  it,  once  made 
the  struggle,  and  after  centuries  of  religious  exertion,  succeeded.  For  two 
hundred  years  slavery  had  been  abolished  in  most  of  the  nations  which  pro- 
fessed the  Christian  religion,  when  the  Portuguese  commenced  the  accursed 
traffic  again,  to  assist  their  numerous  colonies.  France  and  England  had  not 
moral  energy  enough  to  refrain,  but  followed  the  example  to  meet  tlieir  rivals 
in  the  sugar  and  coffee  market.  It  was  no  part  of  the  calculations  of  our  pro- 
genitors to  cultivate  the  lands  by  slaves.  The  first  were  driven  on  our  soil  by 
accident ;  and  in  an  evil  hour,  the  indolence  of  the  people  prevailed  over 
their  sense  of  justice.  The  magnitude  of  the  evil  was  not  foreseen  at  that 
moment.  In  my  opinion,  it  may  be  cured  in  less  time  than  it  has  been  grow- 
ing up.  Open  once  the  facilities  of  emigration — show  an  object  for  it,  and 
like  any  other  business,  it  will  increase  to  any  extent  we  may  wish.  The  na- 
tural world  has  yielded  her  impossibilities,  as  they  were  thought,  to  the  efforts 
of  enhghtened  man.  Why  should  not  he  be  as  successful  in  the  moral  ?  A.  fair 
and  permanent  road  is  now  built  over  the  Alps,  the  passage  of  which  was 
once  considered  as  sufficient  to  give  immortality  to  the  successful  adventurer. 
Inveterate  diseases  have  yielded  to  skill  and  perseverance  ;  political  evils  are 
vanishing  before  the  statesman  and  economist ;  and  why  should  the  task  this 
Society  have  undertaken,  be  held  in  greater  dread  than  others? 

Sir,  this  Society  has  grown  up  from  the  immediate  spot  where  these  evils 
most  abound — from  the  slave  holding  States.  The  originators  of  this  Society 
saw  the  danger  of  this  growing  ill,  and  enquired  how  it  might  be  alleviated 
at  theipresent,  and  obliterated  by  degrees.  They  looked  around  them  with 
the  humane  endeavour  to  find  a  place  where  the  liberty  of  the  African  might 
be  real — where  it  might  be  no  longer  the  emptiest  of  mockeries :  for  what  is 
freedom  without  the  emancipation  of  intellect  ?  Where  should  this  holy  spot 
be  found '  What  land  should  give  freedom  to  this  degraded  race  ?  They 
could  not  hope  to  fix  a  colony  in  America.  We  wanted  no  nation  of  blacks 
here ;  and  had  they  been  fixed  on  some  of  our  uncultivated  lands  of  the  re- 
mote West,  they  would  have  been  in  dang-er  from  red  men  and  white.  They 
would  be  distant  from  either,  and  abused  by  both.  This  was  first  thought 
of  by  some ;  but  those  wJio  saw  how  rapidly  the  Western  regions  were  filling 
up  with  a  white  population,  wisely  argued  that  it  would  not  do  to  send  the 
colony  there.  The  Society  then  turned  their  eyes  upon  Africa.  And  where 
should  they  fix  the  place  of  African  regeneration,  but  in  Afi  ica  i"  To  many, 
the  very  name  of  Africa  conveys  an  idea  of  indistinct  horror ;  in  the  imagina- 
tion, that  word  is  often  associated  with  all  that  is  fearful  in  nature.  It  implies 
endless  forests,  into  which  man  never  penetrated ;  vast  deserts,  whose  sands 
are  eternally  tossed  by  the  whirlwind;  sweeping  torrents,  spreading  devMSta« 
tion,  poisonous  serpents,  darting  upon  the  venturous  traveller ;  furious  beasts, 
and  every  wild  and  formidable  terror. 
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But,  sir,  this  is  entirely  a  fallacy.  Africa  is  tlie  only  continent  which  de- 
'  rives  its  name  from  itself — fiom  the  character  of  its  soil  and  climate.  The 
word  implies  a  horn  of  plenty,  or  an  ear  of  corn  ;  and  Africa  is  the  most  fer- 
tile country  on  the  globe.  It  has  more  sea  coast  than  any  other  of  the  conti-* 
nents  of  the  Eastern  Hemis])here.  Its  climate  affords  every  delicacy  which 
nature  produces;  there  was  not  a  luxury  on  tlie  table  of  a  Ro.man  epicure, 
which  Africa  did  not  yield.  The  coffee,  the  tea  plant,  and  the  sugar  cane^ 
find  there  a  congenial  soil,  and  yield  rich  harvests;  and  that  the  soil  will  pro-* 
duce  grain  in  abundance,  is  not  to  be  doubted.  It  is  an  established  rule  of  nature, 
that  where  man  exists,  that  which  is  necessary  for  his  support  shall  be  pro- 
duced. 

It  had  been  said  that  establishing  this  Colonization  Society  was  merely  a 
method  adopted  to  get  rid  of  these  People,,  and  that  as  such  it  would  doubt- 
less succeed,  as  they  v/ould  go  to  Africa  and  die,  and  thus  the  object  would 
be  effected ;  but  this  is  opposed  to  philosophy  and  experience  ;  for  it  is  a  gen- 
eral rule,  that  every  climate  to  which  man  becomes  acclimated,  is  equally- 
healthy.  And)  for  proof  of  the  iiature  of  an  African  climate,  witness  the 
bones  and  muscies,  and  the  hardy  frames  of  the  natives.  Why  then,  it  may 
be  asked,  cannot  this  Colony  support  itself,  if  it  is  so  well  situated  as  to  soil  and 
climate  ?  I  believe,  the  history  of  man  slsows  us  no  instance,  in  which  an 
early  Colony  supported  itself.  How  was  it  with  the  two  great  Colonies  of 
this  country  ?  Did  they  support  themselves  ?  I>id  Jamestovt^n  go  on  in  its 
early  period,  without  assistance  ?  No,  sir; — that  great  State,  which  has  pro- 
duced so  many  Statesmen  and  Orators,  was  in  its  incipient  stages,  sustained, 
and,  I  may  say,  established,  by  courtesy  :  for,  it  will  be  remembered,  that 
the  Government  of  England  granted  a  lottery  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colonists; 
anf],  without  that  aid,  notwithstandmg  the  bravery  of  Smith,  and  the  cdifitant 
perseverance  of  the  settlers,  they  must  have  failed  in  tlieir  endeavors  to 
found  a  great  and  wealtliy  State.  I  will  now  come  nearer  home,  and  consid- 
er the  condition  of  the  fathers  of  New  England.  The  feeble  Colonists  of 
Plymouth  could  never  have  sustained  themselves-  without  other  aid  than 
their  own.  They  never  could  have  braved,  with  success,  the  perils  of  their 
early  settlement,  unassisted.  And  this  leads  me  again  to  speal  of  the  effect 
of  climate  upon  the  first  Colonists  of  a  new  countr}^.  Where  were  the  first 
settlers  of  Jamestown  before  the  four  seasons  had  rolled  over  their  new  habi= 
tations  ?  They  were  in  their  graves.  And  most  of  thosepersecuted  men,  who 
first  stood  upon  the  rock  of  Plymouth,  were  numbered  with  the  dead,  ere  the 
next  December's  sun  shone  sickly  upon  the  iron  bound  coast. 

Those  early  Colonists  were  a  sacrifice  to  pubhc  good.  They  were  destined 
to  make  way  for  other  offermgs  on  the  altar  of  enterprize.  This  is  not  un- 
usual. The  history  of  all  times  is  full  of  instances.  A  thousand  causes 
which  might  be  mentioned,  lead  to  it ;  privations,  over  exertions,  and  want  of 
a^thorough  knowledge  of  the  climate,  are  among  them.  Other  reasons  come 
to  us  in  a  formal  array  against  the  endeavour  to  plant  a  Colony  in  Africa.  It 
is  said,  that  the  mind  of  the  people  of  Nigritia  and  other  parts  of  Afiieais 


not  susceptible  of  hig-h  cultivation  :  that  the  Africans  are  a  stupid  lace,  whose 
nature,  as  was  said  of  Caliban,  was  such,  "  that  nurture  would  not  stick  to 
It."  But,  sir,  this  is  the  most  unjust,  as  well  as  the  most  futile  method  of  ar- 
gument. As  well  might  you  judge  of  the  fleet  Arabian  courser,  by  some  poor 
hack  horse  which  you  should  meet  on  your  way  to  the  CapitoJ,  worn  down  un- 
der .the  lash,  and  feebly  and  unwillingly  dragging  his  burthen,  like  a  raw-boned 
Rozinante,  as  judge  of  the  powers  of  the  African  mind,  by  the  miserable,  de- 
graded wretches  who  dwell,  shunned  and  contemned,  among  us.  Sir,  facts 
and  history  are  opposed  to  this  habit  of  disparaging  the  intellect  of  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa.  Some  as  great  men  as  any  nation  ever  produced,  were  born 
in  that  country. 

I  might  name  many  whom  history  and  their  own  works  have  immortalized. 
Cyprian,  St.  Augustine,  and  TertuUian,  were  Africans ;  and  Terence,  as  sweet 
a  bard  as  ever  strung  the  lyre  to  song,  was  an  African.  Need  I  name  Hanno 
and  Hannibal  ?  Or  need  I  remind  you,  that  it  is  contended  by  some  writers 
of  no  common  fame,  that  Africa  is  the  native  land  of  the  arts ;  and  that  the 
science  of  Algebra  had  thei-e  its  birth  ?  With  these  details  I  will  not  detain 
you ;  but  I  will  come  down  to  our  own  times,  and  to  our  own  country.  And, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there  lives  among  the  Colonists  now  at  Liberia,  a 
man  who  was  born  in  Africa,  whose  strength  of  intellect  and  elevation  of 
character,  might  be  the  just  cause  of  pride  to  any  country.  In  the  West  In- 
dies, there  have  been  numerous  instances  which  clearly  prove,  that  the  Afri- 
can character,  even  in  a  state  of  subjection,  is  capable  of  high  improvement ; 
setting  aside  all  the  stories  of  Threefingei-'d  Jack,  or  Cudjoe,  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Jamaica.  But,  sir,  in  my  country — a  land  not  destitute  of  poets,  as 
we  believe, — an  African  woman,  the  well  known  Phillis  Wheatley,  has  pro- 
duced a  volume  of  poetry,  which,  while  it  displays  want  of  education,  and 
was  written  at  hours  stolen  from  the  labours  of  slaverj-^,  and  was  ihe  produc- 
tion of  a  mind  weighed  down  by  the  shackles  of  semtude — for  almost  every 
poem  commences  with  a  lamentation  of  her  enslaved  and  abject  condition — 
stands  almost  at  the  head  of  the  poetry  of  the  age  in  which  it  was  produced. 
I  speak  of  tliis  new  world,  in  which  poetry  had  not,  at  that  time,  kept  pace 
with  other  branches  of  improvement.  From  a  full  survey  of  the  African 
character,  I  hold  it  false  to  say,  that  the  mind  of  those  born  in  that  country  is 
not  susceptible  of  high  advancement. 

The  principles  upon  which  this  Colony  was  established,  are  such  as  must 
ensure  it  the  approval  of  the  wise  and  the  good.  Other  Colonies  have  been 
estabhshed  for  ambitious  or  commercial  purposes.  They  have  grovm  from 
factories  to  forts,  and  have  followed  up  trade  by  conquest.  Treachery  suc- 
ceeded confidence  until  those  who  first  implored  succour  and  protection,  be- 
came masters  of  those  who  permitted  them  to  get  foot-hold  in  their  country. 
The  histories  of  the  Indies  sufficiently  prove  the  assertion.  But  the  Society 
have  not  done  so.  They  have  gone  quietly,  only  defended  by  the  holiness  of 
their  cause  and  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  to  the  aborigines,  with  offers  to 
purchase  their  territory  ;  they  have  gone  fortli  to  establish  peace,  comfort. 
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happiness,  liberty,  and  independence  ;  and  not  only  these,  but  to  make  si 
Stand  on  that  coast,  where  a  stand  was  never  before  effectually  made,  for  the 
introduction  of  Christianity  and  Religion.  And,  as  it  has  be^n  justly  said, 
that  America  established  the  first  Lai  casterian  school  to  teach  mankind  their 
rights — tliis  Society  lias  thrown  a  slender  branch  of  tliat  school  of  the  r>ghts 
of  man  upon  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  natives  will  see  what  civilized  mert 
are,  and  from  them  will  learn  science,  religion,  and  civilization. 

The  time  was,  when  the  torch  of  religion,  and  the  lamp  of  science,  shed 
their  mingled  rays  over  tlie  f»eople  of  Africa.     The  torch  and  the  lamp  have 
gone  out,  and  darkness  has  usurped  tiie  place  of  light.     But,  we  shall  relume 
them  again,  and  shed  on  the  darkened  minds  of  the   People,  the  renovated 
lustre    of  Christianity   and  civilization.     SUcli  were  the  tlioughts  of  tlie  pro- 
ieclors  of  this  great  design.     This  Society  remembered  that  the  Church  of 
Christ  was  once  prosperous  in  Africa.    In  one  of  the  councils  of  the  Church 
in  that  countiy,  277  Bishops,  it  is  said,  took  their  seats; — shall  this  country 
remain  forever  in  barbarity  ?     Should  not  every  one  who  now  calls  upon  the 
name  of  the  true  God,  be  engaged  to  re-build  his  kingdom  in  this  desolation  ? 
But  how  was  all  this  to  be  efl'ected?  for  they  had  not  only  to  establish  a  Co-" 
lony  in  a  wild  and  distant  country,  but  they  had  to  combat  the  prejudices— 
the  honest  long  cherished  prejudices  of  their  countrymen,  tenfold  more  diffi= 
cidt  because  they  existed  around  our  fire-sides :  Ten-fold  more  difficult  to 
conquer  tlian  a  common  enemy,  because  the  conquest  must  be  achieved  by 
gentle  means,  by  untiring  exertions,  and  by  kindly  endeavours  to  convince 
and  persuade.     This  great  object,  I  sincerely  believe,   is  well  nigh  effected. 
It  nmst  be  brought  about  by  a  simultaneous  movement  of  all  those  great 
engines  which  controul  the  moral  influences  in  this  country.     The  pulpit, 
that  great  lever  of  the  moral  world,  must  be  used  as  heretofore.    The  pub- 
lic presses  must  be  resorted  to  j  for  letters,  in  this  day  of  intelligence,  soften 
asperities,  conquer  the  prejudices,  and  assist  in  forming  the  opinions  of  all 
classes  in  the  community.     The   Masonic  Lodges  in  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, must  be  applied  to,  for  assistance,— Their  existence  is  permanent,  and 
what  they  may  be  brought  to  do,  will  not  be  a  mere  momentary  act  of  chari- 
ty, but  their  liberality  will  increase,  as  the  dictates  of  their  understanding 
shall  become  more  and  more  convinced  of  the  importance  of  the  under- 
taking, and  when  once  the  question  of  utility  is  fully  established,  no  pains 
will  be  spared  in  using  the  true  means  to  reach  such  desirable  ends.     The 
State  Legislatures  will,  from  these  numerous  sources,  catch  the  song  of  be- 
nevolence and  Christian  enterptize,  and  extend  it  to  the  Hall  of  «'.ongress. 
It  will  become  a  national  object,  beginning  at  the  true  foundation,  from  the 
disposition,  the  feelings,  and  the  convictions  of  the  People.— This  is  public 
opinion ;  not  that  transitory,  volatile  unanalyzed  air,  which  is  often  taken  for 
public  sentiment,  when  it  is  nothing  more  than  popular  excitement.    From 
the  smallest  beginnings  have  arisen  the  greatest  affairs  of  the  world.     God- 
firido's  preaching  brought  about  the  •  rusades ; — a  hand  full  of  wanderers 
settled  Rome ;  and  a-single  adventurous  spirit  taught  Europe  the  way  to  tlie 


Western  Hemisphere  ;  and  who  can  say,  but  the  exertions  of  a  few  Individu- 
als who  conceived  the  plan  of  the  Colonization  Society  may  not  be  the  founda«. 
tion  of  an  empire  more  enlightened  than  any  time  in  his  course  has  seen  ? 

Sir,  there  is  a  glory  in  this  subject  which  I  love  to  dwell  upon ;  there  is  a 
grandeur  in  the  idea  of  carrying  back  the  light  to  the  East,  whence  we  obo 
tained  it,  which  swells  every  bosom  that  throbs  at  the  name  of  our  country's 
greatness.  The  tide  of  empire  and  of  intellect  has  been  westward  for  centu- 
ries :  and  now  let  lis  flash  back  the  rays  of  our  glory  and  our  liberty  upon 
the  darkened  lands  of  tiie  East.  There  that  light  will  rise  in  strength  and 
grandeur,  brightening,  by  reflection,  our  country  and  its  institutions.  There 
is  nothing  visionary  in  this.  Had  you  asked  those  who  settled  in  Jamestown, 
whether  they  dared  to  dream  that  our  country  would,  in  this  little  space,  rise 
to  such  a  pitch  of  power  and  greatness  as  it  now  enjoys,  they  would  have 
told  you  that  hope  alone  was  their's.  The  time  may  come  when  the  darkness 
of  Ethiopia  and  Mauritania  shall  have  settled  upon  this  land;  and  then  we 
shall  still  have  a  name  upon  the  earth,  and  live  in  the  mcmor)'  of  that  happy 
race,  whose  early  steps  this  Society  have  guided,  and  who  will  have  been 
trained  up  in  tlie  patlis  of  religion  and  independence. 

The  time  of  doubt  and  fear  is  past,  and  we  may  confide  in  the  result  of  the 
labors  of  this  Society.  Is  it  to  be  believed  that  a  continent  whose  soil  is  the 
most  fertile  on  earth,  where  every  luxury  grows  spontaneously,  and  where 
the  rivers  roll  upon  golden  sands,  is  destined  to  remain  the  abode  of  ignor- 
ance and  superstition  ?  No  !  In  that  land  where  now  the  rites  of  Moloch  and 
the  feasts  of  cannibals  offend  the  merciful  will  of  our  Christian  God,  the  re- 
ligion which  we.  profess  shall  spread  its  influence  pure  and  undefiled ;  and  the 
voice  of  thanks  shall  roll  back  to  our  country  over  the  waste  of  waters.  Let 
no  man  say-this  i«  visionary.  It  is  well  known  with  what  satire  and  ridicule  the 
anticipations  of  the  good  Dean  Berkley  of  the  glories  of  this  Country,  were 
treated  both  in  prose  and  verse.  The  learned  statesmen  of  that  age,  were 
amused  at  the  prophesies  of  the  enlightened  entlnisiast,  when  he  sung  that 
westward  the  Star  of  Empire  takes  its  luay. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  Sir,  v>hen  we  look  directly  before  us 
and  see  a  small  beginning,  a  thousand  objections  are  found  which  seem  im- 
portant, and  which  receive  far  m(jre  attention  than  they  merit.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  Colony  have  shed  blood.  It  is  not  denied  ;  and  I  believe  it  was 
justified.  It  is  justifiable  to  shed  blood  to  sustain  the  causa  of  civilization 
and  freedom  ;  far  more  justifiable  than  to  do  it  to  sustain  thrones  and  domi- 
nations. It  was  necessary  on  that  foreign  coast  to  establish  for  our  Colony  a 
character  for  firmness  and  bravery,  whicli  sliould  awe  those  around  them  from 
aggression.  That  character  has  been  eslablislied,  and  it  will  impress  the  na- 
tives with  fear  and  respect.  I  understand  that  there  are  a  number  of  native 
youths  in  the  Seminary  of  the  Colony.  They  will  imbibe  with  the  sciences 
which  are  taught  them,  a  respect  for  the  firmness,  and  an  admiration  of  the  jus- 
tice of  the  Colony.  These  feelings  and  acquirements  they  will  carry  into  the 
interiour ;  and  who  can  predict  the  vast  extent  of  the  connexions  which  may 
thus  be  formed,  or  the  good  tliat  may  thus  be  dispensed  ^ 
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Sir,  I  liave  no  doubt  of  the  character  of  tlie  Society  ;  and  if  I  had  entertain- 
ed any  such  doubt,  I  should  have  needed  only  to  glance  over  the  names 
whict.  conripose  the  list  of  members.  Sir,  in  that  list  I  find  the  names  of  men 
whose  legal  decisions  have  become  the  opinions  of  the  intelhgent,  throughout 
our  country.  I  find,  also,  the  names  of  men,  upon  whose  lips  listening  Sen- 
ates have  hung  with  rapture.  Their  fame  is  indelibly  fixed  on  the  tablets  of 
our  history  ;  but  their  best  and  most  permanent  renown  is  recorded  here. 
The  fame  of  the  patriot  may  be  evanescent ;  but  that  of  the  philanthropist  is 
permanent.  The  firmest  memorial  of  a  great  man,  is  inscribed  in  the  cause 
of  benevolence.  It  is  inscribed  in  tablets  of  flesh  ;  it  awakens  the  throb  of 
gratitude  in  the  hearts  of  men,  which  receive  those  living  characters,  and 
transmit  them  from  generation  to  generation.  Rise,  then,  ye  statesmen  !'  ye 
sages  and  ye  orators !  join  all  your  efforts  in  this  noble  cause  ;  and  let  the  time 
quickly  come  when  the  deserts  of  Numidia  and  the  sands  of  Barca  shall  re- 
joice in  the  light  of  liberty  and  religion,  and  learning  and  science  spread 
widely  over  those  benighted  realms. 

The  resolution  submitted  bj  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  was  theu 
adopted. 

Dr.  Laurie  prefaced  the  following  resolution  with  a  few  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  President, 

Tlie  resolution  T  am  now  to  offer,  is  one  which  must  approve  itself  to  the 
understanding  and  to  the  good  feelings  of  every  individual  who  has  marked 
the  progress  of  the  settlement  at  Liberia,  from  almost  the  period  when  the 
first  band  of  Colonists  arrived  at  Montserado,  to  the  present  hour  :  it  is  a  re- 
solution expressing  the  approbation,  the  thanks  of  this  Society  to  Mr.  Ash- 
mun,  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the  wisdom  and  zeal  manifested  by  him,  in  con- 
ductmg  the  affairs  of  the  Colony. — I  offer  it  without  farther  preamble. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  Mr. 
AsHMUN,  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the  faithfulness,  zeal,  and  ability 
with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him:  which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Clay  rose,  I  cannot  (said  he)  withhold  the  expression  of 
rny  congratulations  to  the  Society  on  account  of  the  very  valuable  acquisition 
which  we  have  obtained  in  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  Bostoji,  (Mr.  Knapp,) 
wlio  has  just  favoured  us  with  an  address.  He  has  told  us  of  his  original  im^ 
pressions,  unfavourable  to  the  object  of  the  Society,  and  of  his  subsequenf 
conversion.  If  the  same  industry,  investigation  and  unbiassed  judgment, 
which  he  and  another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Powell,)  who  avowed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  a  similar  change  wrought  in  his  mind,  were  earned,  by  the 
public  at  large,  into  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  the  Society,  the  convic- 
tion in  its  favour  would  be  universal. 

I  have  risen  to  submit  a  resolution,  in  behalf  of  which  I  would  bespeak  the 
favour  of  the  Society.  But  before  I  offer  any  observations  in  its  support, 
I  must  say  that,  whatever  part  I  shall  take  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Society, 


13 

wkatever  opiiuons  or  sentiments  I  may  utter,  they  are  exclusively  my  own. 
Whether  they  are  worth  any  thing  or  not,  no  one  but  myself  is  at  all  re^iponsl- 
ble  for  them.  I  have  consulted  with  no  person  out  of  this  Society ;  and  f 
iiave  especially  abstained  framall  communication  or  consultation  with  any  one 
to  whom  I  stand  in  any  official  relation.  Aly  judgment  on  the  object  of  this 
Society,  has  been  long  since  deliberately  formed.  The  conclusions  to  which, 
after  much  and  anxious  consideration,  my  mind  has  been  brought,  have  been 
neither  produced  nor  refuted  by  the  official  station,  the  duties  of  which  have 
been  confided  to  me. 

From  the  origin  of  this  Society,  every  member  of  it  has,  I  believe,  looked 
forward  to  the  arrival  of  a  period,  when  it  would  become  necessary  to  invoke, 
the  public  aid  in  tlve  execution  of  the  great  scheme  which  it  was  instituted 
to  promote.  Consideiing  itself  as  the  mere  pioneer  in  the  cause  which  it  had 
undertaken,  it  was  well  awai'e  that  it  could  do  no  more  than  remove  prelimi- 
nary difficulties,  and  point  out  a  stu'e  road  to  ultimate  success ;  and  that  t'se 
public  only  could  supply  that  regular,  steady,  and  efficient  support,  to  which 
tke  gratuitous  means  of  benevolent  individuals  would  be  found  incompetent. 
My  surprise  has  been,  that  the  Society  has  been  able  so  long  to  fiustain 
itself,  and  to  do  so  much  upon  the  charitable  contributions  of  good  and  pious 
and  enlightened  men,  whom  it  has  happily  found  in  all  parts  of  our  countrj'. 
But  our  work  has  so  prospered,  and  grown  under  our  hands,  that  the  appeal 
to  the  power  and  resources  of  the  public,  should  be  no  lunger  deferred.  The 
resolution  which  I  have  risen  to  propose,  contemplates  this  appeal.  It  is  in 
the  following  words: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  empowered  and  di- 
rected, at  such  time  or  times  as  may  seem  to  them  expedient,  to 
make  respectful  application  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  different  States,  for  such  pecuniary 
aid,  in  furtherance  of  the  object  of  this  Society,  as  they  may  res- 
ipectively  be  pleased  to  grant 

In  soliciting  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  Union 
.and  the  States,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Society,  in  making  out  its  case,  to  show, 
1st.  That  it  offers  to  their  consideration  a  scheme  which  is  practicable. — 
And  2d.  That  the  execution  of  the  practicable  scheme,  partial  or  entire,  will 
be  fraught  with  such  beneficial  consequences,  as  to  merit  the  support  which 
is  solicited.  I  beheve  both  pohits  to  be  maintainable.  1st.  It  is  now  a  little 
upwards  of  ten  years,  since  a  religious,  amiable  and  benevolent  resident*  of 
this  city,  first  conceived  the  ideaof  planting  a  Colony,  from  the  United  States^ 


*  It  has  been,  sinee  the  delivery  of  the  Speech,  sug:gested  that  the  Rev.  RobeK 
Finley,  of  New  Jersey,  (who  is  also  unfortunately  dead,)  contemplated  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Society,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  Colony  in  Africa,  and  pro- 
bably first  commenced  the  project.  It  is  quite  likely  that  he  did  ;  and  Mr.  C, 
recollects  seeing  Mr.  Finley,  and  consulting  with  him  (.n  tlie  subject,  about  the  pe- 
riod of  the  formation  of  the  Society.  But  the  allusion  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  was  found- 
ed on  the  facts  well  known  to  Mr.'  Clay,  of  his  active  agency  in  the  oi-ganization  of 
•the  Society,  and  his  unremitted  subsequent  labours,  -vvhicb  were  not.  confined  t*  tli- 
district  of  Columbia,  in  promoting  the  cause. 
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of  Frfee  People  of  Colour,  on  the  Western  shores  of  Africa.  He  is  no  more; 
and  the  noblest  eulogy  which  could.be  pronounced  on  him,  would  be  to  in- 
scribe upon  his  tomb,  the  merited  epitaph,  "  Here  lies  the  projector  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society."  Amongst  others,  to  whom  he  communi- 
cated the  project,  was  the  person  wlio  now  has  the  honour  of  addressing  you. 
My  first  impressions,  like  those  of  all  vvlio  liave  not  fully  investigated  the  sub- 
ject, were  agaii\st  it.  They  yielded  to  his  earnest  persuasions  and  my  own 
reflections,  and  I  finally  agieed  with  him  that  the  experiment  was  worthy  of 
a  fair  trial.  A  meeting  of  its  friends  was  called — organized  as  a  deliberative 
body,  and  a  Constitution  was  formed.  The  Society  went  into  operation.  He 
lived  to  see  the  most  encouraging  progress  in  its  exertions,  and  died  in  full 
confidence  of  its  complete  success.  'I'he  Society  was  scarcely  formed,  be- 
fore it  was  exposed  to  the  de  ison  of  the  unthinking;  pronounced  to  be  vi- 
sionary and  chimerical  by  those  who  were  capable  of  adopting  wiser  opinions, 
and  the  most  confident  predictions  of  its  entire  failure  were  put  forth.  It 
found  itself  equally  assailed  by  the  two  extremes  of  public  sentiment,  in  re- 
gard to  our  x\frican  poptdation.  According  to  one,  (that  rash  class  which, 
without  a  due  estimate  of  the  fittal  consequence,  would  forthwith  issue  a  de- 
cree of  general,  immediate,  and  indiscriminate  emancipation,)  it  was  a  scheme 
of  the  slave  holder  to  jjerpetuate  slavery.  The  other,  (that  class  which  be- 
lieves slavery  a  blessing,  and  wliich  trembles  with  aspen  sensibility,  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  most  distant  and  ideal  danger  to  the  tenure  by  wlilcli  that 
description  of  property  is  held,)  declared  it  a  contrivance  to  let  loose  on  so- 
ciety all  the  slaves  of  the  country,  ignorant,  uneducated,  and  incapable  of  ap.. 
preciating  the  value,  or  enjoying  the  privileges  of  freedom.j-  The  Society 
saw  itself  surrounded  by  every  sort  of  embarrassment.  What  great  human 
enterprise  was  ever  undertaken  without  difficully  ?  What  ever  failed,  within 
the  compass  of  human  power,  when  pursued  with  perseverance,  and  blessed 
by  the  smiles  of  Providence  ?  The  Society  prosecuted,  undismayed,  its  great 
work,  appealing  for  succour  to  the  moderate,  the  reasonable,  the  virtiiouSi, 
and  religious  portions  of  the  public.  It  protested,  from  the  commencement, 
and  throughout  all  its  progress,  and  it  now  protests,  that  it  entertains  no  pur- 
pose, on  its  own  authority,  or  by  its  own  mtans,  to  attempt  emancipation,  par- 
tial or  general ;  that  it  knows  the  General  Government  has  no  Cpnstitutional 
power  to  achieve  such  an  object;  that  it  believes  that  the  States,  and  the 
States  only,  which  tolerate  slavery,  can  accomplish  the  work  of  emancipation  ; 
and  that  it  ought  to  be  leift  to  them,  exclusively,  absolutely,  .ind  voluntarily,  to 
decide  the  question. 

The  object  of  the  Society  was  the  colonization  of  the  free  coloured  peo- 
ple, not  the  slaves,  of  the  country.  Voluntary  in  its  institution,  voluntary  in 
its  continuance,  voluntary  in  all  its  ramifications,  all  its  means,  purposes,  and 
instruments  are  also  voluntary.    But  it  was  said,  that  no  free  coloured  persona 


t  A  Society  of  a  few  individuals,  -without  \jowei",  without  other  resources  than 
those  which  are  sujipliod  by  spontaneous  benevolence,  to  emancipate  all  the  sliives 
of  tiie  counti't .' 
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fcouid  be  prevailed  iipoji  to  abandon  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  and  expose 
themselves  to  all  the  perils  of  a  settlement  in  a  distant,  inhospitable,  and  sav- 
age country;  that,  if  they  could  be  induced  to  go  on  such  a  quixotic  expedi- 
tion, no  territoiy  could  be  procured  for  their  establishment  as  a  Colony ;  that 
the  plan  was  altogether  incompetent  to  effectuate  its  professed  object ;  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  rejected  as  tlie  idle  dream  of  visionary  enthusiasts.  The 
Society  has  outlived,  thank  God,  all  these  disastrous  predictions.  It  has  sur- 
vived to  swell  the  list  of  false  prophets.  It  is  no  longer  a  question  of  specu- 
lation, whether  a  Colony  can  or  cannot  be  planted  from  the  United  States,  of 
free  persons  of  colour,  on  the  shores  of  Africa.  It  is  a  matter  demonstrated ; 
such  a  Colony,  in  fact,  exists,  prospers,  has  made  successful  war,  and  honoura- 
ble peace,  and  transacts  all  the  multiplied  business  of  a  civilized  and  Chris- 
tion  community.*  It  now  has  about  five  hundred  souls,  disciplined  troops, 
forts,  and  other  means  of  defence,  sovereignty  over  an  extensive  territory, 
and  exerts  a  powerful  and  salutarj'  influence  over  the  neighbouring  clans. 

Numbers  of  the  free  Afiican  race  among  us  are  willing  to  go  to  Africa, 
The  Society  has  never  experienced  any  difficulty  on  that  subject,  except  that 
its  means  of  comfortable  transportation  have  been  inadequate  to  accommo- 
date all  who  have  been  anxious  to  migrate.  Why  should  they  not  go  ?  Here 
they  are  in  the  lowest  state  of  social  gradation — aliens — political — moral — 
social  aliens,  strangers,  though  natives.  There,  they  would  be  in  the  midst 
of  their  friends  and  their  kindred,  at  home,  though  born  in  a  foreign  land, 
and  elevated  above  the  natives  of  the  country,  as  much  as  they  are  degraded 
heie  below  the  other  classes  of  the  community.  But  on  this  matter,  I  am 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  indisputable  evidence,  from  the  most 
authentic  source,  that  of  large  numbers  of  free  persons  of  colour  themselves. 
Numerous  meetings  have  been  held  in  several  churches  in  Baltimore,  of  the 
free  people  of  colour,  in  which,  after  being  organized  as  deliberative  assem- 
blies, by  the  appointment  of  a  chairman  (if  not  of  the  same  complexion)  pre- 
siding as  you,  Mr.  Vice  President,  do,  and  secretaries,  they  have  voted  memo- 
rials addressed  to  the  white  people,  in  which  they  have  argued  the  question 
with  an  ability,  moderation,  and  temper,  surpassing  any  that  I  can  command, 
and  emphatically  recommended  the  Colony  of  Liberia  to  favourable  consider- 
ation, as  the  most  desirable  and  practicable  scheme  ever  }'et  presented  on  this 
interesting  subject.  I  ask  permission  of  the  Society  to  read  this  highly  cfe- 
ditable  document. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  the  memorial  referred  to.] 

The  Society  has  experienced  no  difficulty  in  the  acquisition  of  a  territory, 
upon  reasonable  terms,  abundantly  sufficient  for  a  most  extensive  Colony. 
And  land  in  ample  quantities,  it  has  been  ascertained,  can  be  procured  in 
Africa,  together  with  all  rights  of  sovereignty,  upon  conditions  as  favourable 

*  See  the  last  Annual  Report,  and  the  highly  interesting  historical  sketch 
«f  the  Rev,  Mr,  Ashman, 
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as  those  on  whicL  the  United  States  extinguish  the  Indian  .title  to  territoiy 
within  their  own  limits. 

In  respect  to  the  alleged  incompetency  of  the  scheme  to  accomplish  its 
professed  object,  the  Society  asks  that  that  object  should  be  taken  to  be,  not 
what  the  imaginations  of  its  enemies  represent  it  to  be,  but  what  it  really  pro- 
poses. They  represent,  tliat  the  purpose  of  the  Society  is,  to  export  the 
whole  African  population  of  the  Tjnited  States,  bond  and  free  ;  and  theypro- 
nounce  this  design  to  be  imattalnable.  They  declare,  th'at  the  means  of  the 
whole  country  are  insufficient  to  effect  the  transportation  to  Africa  of  a  mass 
of  population  approxiuiating  to  two  millions  of  souls.  Agreed  ;  but  that  is 
not  wliat  the  Society  contemplates.  They  have  substituted  their  own  notion 
for  tliat  of  the  Society.  What  is  the  true  nature  of  the  evil  of  the  existence 
of  a  portion  of  the  African  race  in  our  population  ?  It  is  not  that  there  are 
soTiu,  but  that  there  are  so  many  among  us  of  a  different  caste,  of  a  difFereni 
physical,  if  not  moral,  constitution,  who  never  can  amalgamate  v/ith  the  great 
body  of  our  population.  .  In  every  country,  persons  are  to  be  found  varying 
in  their  colour,  origin,  and  cliaracter,  from  the  native  mass.  But  this  anomaly 
creates  no  inquietude  or  apprehension,  because  the  exotics,  frcmi  the  smallness 
of  their  number,  are  known  to  be  utterly  incapable  of  disturbing  the  geneial 
tranquillit3\  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  African  part  of  our  population  beara 
so  large  a  proportion  to  the  residue  of  European  origin,  as  to  create  the  most 
lively  apprehension,  especially  in  some  quarters  of  the  Union.  Any  project, 
therefore,  by  which,  in  a  material  degree,  the  dangerous  clement  in  the  ge- 
neral mass,  can  be  diminished  or  rendered  stationary,  deserves  deliberate  con 
sideration. 

The  Colonization  Society  has  never  imagined  it  to  be  practicable,  or  within 
tlie  reach  of  any  means  which  the  several  Governments  of  the  Union  could 
bring  to  bear  on  the  subject,  to  transport  the  whole  of  the  African  race  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  United  States.  Nor  is  that  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
desirable  objects  of  domestic  tranquillity,  and  render  us  one  homogeneous 
people.  The  population  of  the  United  States  has  been  supposed  to  dupli- 
cate in  periods  of  twenty-five  years.  That  may  have  been  the  case  hereto- 
fore,' but  the  terms  of  duplication  will  be  more  and  more  protracted  as  we  ad- 
^atice  in  national  age  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  be  found,  in  any  pe-, 
riod  to  come,  that  our  numbers  will  be  doubled  in  a  less  term  than  one  of 
about  thirty-three  and  a  third  years.  I  have  not  time  to  enter  now  into  de- 
tails in  support  of  this  opinion.  They  would  consist  of  those  checks  which 
experience  has  shown  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  population,  arising  out  of 
ts  actual  augmentation  and  density,  the  settlement  of  waste  lands,  &c.  As- 
suming the  period  of  thirty-three  and  a  third,  or  any  other  mnnber  of  years, 
to  be  that  in  which  our  population  will  hereafter  be  doubled,  if,  during  that 
whole  term,  the  capital  of  the  African  stock  could  be  kept  down,  or  stationa- 
ry, whilst  that  of  European  origin  should  be  left  to  an  unobstructed  increase, 
the  result,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  would  be  most  propitious. — Let  us  suppose, 
for  example,  that  the  whole  population  at  present  of  the  United  States,  is 
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twelve  millions,  of  which  ten  may  be  estimated  of  the  Anglo-Saxon,  and  two 
of  the  African  race.  If  there  could  be  annually  transported  from  the  United 
States,  an  amotmt  of  the  African  portion  equal  to  the  annual  increase  of  the 
whole  of  that  caste,  whilst  the  European  race  should  be  left  to  multiply,  we 
should  find  at  tlie  termination  of  the  period  of  duplication,  whatever  it  may 
Be,  that  the  relative  proportions  would  be  as  twenty  to  two.  And  if  the  pro- 
cess were  continued,  during'  a  second  term  of  duplication,  the  proportioK 
would  be  as  forty  to  two — one  whicli  would  eradicate  every  cause  of  alarm  or 
solicitude  from  the  breasts  fH  the  most  timid.  But  the  transportation  of  Afri- 
cans, by  creating',  to  the  extent  to  which  it  might  be  carried,  a  vacuum  in  so- 
ciety, would  tend  to  accelerate  the  duplication  of  the  European  race,  who, 
by  all  the  laws  of  population,  would  fill  up  the  void  space. 

This  Society  is  well  aware,  I  repeat,  that  they  cannot  touch  the  subject  of 
slavery.  But  it  is  no  objection  to  their  scheme,  limited  as  it  is  exclusively  fo 
those  free  people  of  colour  who  are  willing  to  migrate,  that  it  admits  of  in- 
definite extension  and  application,  by  those  who  alone,  having  the  compe- 
tent authority,  may  choose  to  adopt  and  apply  it.  Our  object  has  been  to 
point  out  the  way,  to  show  that  colonization  is  practicable,  and  to  leave  it  to 
those  States  or  individuals,  who  may  be  pleased  to  engage  in  the  object,  to 
prosecute  it.  AVe  have  demonstrated  that  a  Colony  may  be  planted  in  Africa 
by  the  fact  that  an  American  Colony  tliere  exists.  The  problem  which  has 
so  long  and  so  deeply  interested  the  thoughts  of  good  and  patriotic  men,  is 
solved — a  country  and  a  home  have  been  found,  to  which  the  African  race 
may  be  sent,  to  the  promotion  of  their  happiness  and  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Vice-President,  I  shall  not  rest  contented  with  the  fact  of  the  e£» 
tablishment  of  the  Colony,  conclusive,  as  it  ought  to  be  deemed,  of  the  prac- 
ticabiUty  of  our  purpose.  I  shall  proceed  to  show,  by  reference  to  indispu- 
table statistical  details  and  calculations,  that  it  is  within  the  compass  of  rea- 
sonable human  means.  I  am  sensible  of  the  tediousness  of  all  arithmetical 
data,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  simplify  them  as  much  as  possible, — It  will  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  aim  of  the  Society  is  to  establish  in  Africa  a  Colony 
of  the  free  African  popwlation  of  the  United  States  ;  to  an  extent  which  shalj 
be  beneficial  both  to  Africa  and  America.  The  whole  free  coloured  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  amounted  in  1790,  to  59,481 ;  in  1800,  to  110,072  ^ 
in  1810,  to  186,446  ;  and  in  1820,  to  233,530.  The  ratio  of  annual  increase 
during  the  first  term  of  ten  years,  was  about  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  per 
annum;  during  the  second, about  seven  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  during  the 
third,  a  little  more  than  two  and  a  half.  The  very  great  difference  in  the  rate 
of  annual  increase,  during  those  several  terms,  may  probably  be  accounted 
for  b}'  the  effect  of  the  number  of  voluntary  emancipations  operating  witli  more 
influence  upon  the  total  smaller  amount  of  free  coloured  persons  at  the  first 
of  those  periods,  and  by  the  facts  of  the  insurrection  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  both  of  which  occurring  during  the  first  and  seconfi 
terms,  added  considerably  to  the  number  of  oilr  free  coloured  population. 
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Of  art  descriptions  of  our  population,  that  of  the  free  coloured,  taken  irt 
the  aggregate,  is  the  least  prolific,  because  of  the  checks  arising  from  vice 
and  want.  Duringthe  ten  years,  between  1810  and  1820,  when  no  exti'aneous 
causes  existed  to  prevent  a  fair  competition  in  the  increase  between  the  slave 
and  the  free  African  race,  tiie  former  increased  at  the  rate  of  nearly  three 
per  cent,  per  annum,  whilst  the  latter  did  not  much  exceed  two  and  a  half. 
Hereafter,  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  and  I  venture  to  predict  will  not  be 
contradicted  by  the  return  of  tlie  next  census,  tliat  the  increase  of  the  free 
black  population  will  not  surpass  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Their  amount  at  the  last  census,  being  233,530,  for  the  sake  of  round  num- 
bers, their  annual  increase  may  be  assumed  to  be  6000,  at  the  present  time. 
Now,  if  this  number  could  be  annually  transported  from  the  Ui>ited  States 
during  a  term  of  years,  it  is  evident  that,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  the  parent 
capital  will  not  have  increased,  but  will  have  been  kept  down  at  least  to  what 
it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  terra.  Is  it  pi-acticable  then  to  colonize 
annually  six  thousand  persons  from  the  United  States,  without  materially 
impairing  or  affecting  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  United  States  ?  This 
is  the  question  presented  to  the  judgments  of  the  Legislative  autliorities  of 
our  country.  This  is  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Society.  From  its  actual 
experience,  derived  from  the  expenses  wlilch  have  been  incurred  in  trans- 
porting the  persons  already  sent  to  Africa,  tiie  entire  average  expense  of 
each  Colonist,  young  and  old,  including  passage  money  and  subsistence,  may 
be  stated  at  twenty  dollars  per  head.  Tliere  is  reason  to' believe  that  it  may 
be  reduced  considerably  below  that  sum.  Estimating  that  to  be  the  expense, 
^he  total  cost  of  transporting  6000  souls  annually,  to  Africa,  would  be  g  120,000, 
The  tonnage  requisite  to  effect  the  object,  calculating  two  persons  to  every 
five  tons  (which  is  the  provision  of  existing  law)  would  be  15,000  tons.  But 
as  each' vessel  could  probably  make  two  voyages  in  the  year,  it  may  be  redu- 
ced to  7,500.  And  as  both  our  mercantile  and  military  marine  might  be  oc- 
casionally employed  on  this  collateral  service,  without  injury  to  the  main 
object  of  the  voyage,  a  further  abatement  might  be  safely  made  in  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  the  necessary  tonnage.  The  navigation  concerned  in 
the  commerce  between  the  Colony  and  the  United  States,  (and  it  already 
begins  to  supply  subjects  of  an  interesting  trade,)  might  be  incidentally  em- 
ployed to  the  same  end. 

Is  the  annual  expenditure  of  a  sum  no  larger  rhan  g  120,000,  and  the 
annual  employment  of  7,500  tons  of  shipping,  too  much  for  reasonable  ex- 
ertion, considering  the  magnitude  of  the  object  in  view  ?  Are  they  not,  on 
the  contrary,  within  the  compass  of  moderate  efforts  ? 

Here  is  the  whole  scheme  of  tlie  Society— a  project  which  has  been  pro- 
nounced visionary  by  those  who  have  never  given  themselves  the  trouble  to 
examine  it,  but  to  which  1  believe  most  unbiassed  men  will  yield  their  cor- 
dial assent,  after  they  have  investigated  it. 

Limited  as  the  project  is,  by  the  Society,  to  a  Colony  to  be  formed  by 
the   free  and  unconstrained  consent  of  free  persona  of  colour,  it  is  no  bb- 
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jeciion,  but  on  the  contrary,  a  great  recommendation  to  the  plan,  that  it 
admits  of  being  taken  up  and  applied  on  a  scale  of  much  more  comprehen- 
sive utility.  The  Society  knows,  and  it  affords  just  cause  of  felicitation,  that 
aU  or  any  one  of  the  States  which  tolerate  slavery  may  caiTy  the  scheme  of 
colonization  into  effect,  in  regard  to  the  slaves  within  their  respective  limits, 
awl  thus  ultimately  rid  themselves  of  an  universally  acknowledged  curse. — 
A  I'eference  to  the  results  of  the  several  enumerations  of  the  population  of 
the  United  States,  will  incontestably  prove  the  practicability  of  its  applica- 
tion on  the  more  extensive  scale.  The  slave  population  of  tlie  United  States 
amounted,  in  1790,  to  697,697;  in  1800,  to  896,849;  in  1810,  to  1,191,364  ; 
and  in  1820,  to  1,538,128.  The  rate  of  annual  increase,  (rejecting  fractions, 
and  taking  the  integer  to  which  they  make  the  nearest  approach,)  during  the 
first  term  of  ten  years,  was  not  quite  three  per  cent,  per  annum ;  during  the 
second,  a  little  more  than  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  during  the  third,  a 
little  less  than  three  per  cent.  The  mean  ratio  of  increase  for  the  whole 
period  of  thirty  years,  was  vei'v  little  more  than  three  per  cent,  per  annum. 
During  the  first  two  periods,  the  native  stock  was  augmented  by  importations 
from  Africa,  in  those  States  which  continued  1o  tolerate  them,  and  by  the  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana.  Virginia,  to  her  eternal  honour,  aboUshed  the  abomi- 
nable traffic  among  the  earliest  acts  of  her  self-government.  The  last  term 
ilone  presents  the  natural  increase  of  the  capital  unaffected  by  any  extraneous 
causes.  That  authorizes,  as  a  safe  assumption,  that  the  future  increase  will 
not  exceed  three  per  cent,  per  annum.  As  our  population  increases,  the 
ralue  of  slave  labour  will  diminish,  in  consequence  of  the  superior  advan- 
tages in  the  employment  of  free  labour.  And  when  the  value  of  slave  la- 
Dour  shall  be  materially  lessened,  either  by  the  muHiplication  of  the  supply 
af  slaves  beyond  the  demand,  or  by  the  competition  between  slave  and  free 
[abour,  the  annual  increase  of  slaves  will  be  reduced,  in  consequence  of  the 
ibatement  of  the  motives  to  provide  for  and  rear  the  offspring. 

Assuming  the  fulure  increase  to  be  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  an» 
mm,  the  annual  addition  to  the  number  of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  cal^ 
:ukted  upon  the  return  of  the  last  census  (1,538,128,)  is  46,000.  Applying 
:he  data  which  have  been  already  stated  and  explained,  in  relation  to  the 
;olonizatIon  of  free  persons  of  colour  from  the  United  Stated  to  Africa,  to 
the  aggregate  anntial  increase  both  bond  and  free  of  the  African  race,  and 
the  result  will  be  found  most  encouraging.  The  total  number  of  the  annual 
increase  of  both  descriptions,  is  52,000.  The  total  expense  of  transporting 
:hat  number  to  Africa,  (supposing  no  reduction  of  present  prices,)  wf)uld  be 
3ne  million  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  requisite  amount  of  tonnage 
would  be  only  130,000  tons  of  shipping,  about  one-ninth  part  of  the  mercan- 
tile marine  of  the  United  States.  Upon  the  supposition  of  a  vessel's  making 
bwo  voyages  in  the  year,  it  would  be  reduced  to  one  half,  65,000.  And  this 
[quantity  would  be  still  further  reduced,  by  embracing  opportunities  of  inci" 
Jental  employment  of  vessels  belonging  both  to  the  mercantile  and  military 
marines. 
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-But,  is  the  annual  application  of  $  1,040,000,  and  the  employment  of  65  o 
even  130,000  tons  of  shipping-,  considering  the  magnitude  of  the  object, 
beyond  the  ability  of  this  country  ?  Is  there  a  patriot,  looking  forward  to 
its  domestic  quiet,  its  happiness  and  its  glory,  that  would  not  cheerfully 
contribute  his  proportion  of  the  burthen  to  accomphsh  a  purpose  so  great 
and  so  humane  r  During  the  general  continuance  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  slaves  have  been,  in  a  single  year,  imported  into 
the  several  countries  whose  laws  authorized  their  admission.  Notwith- 
standing the  vigilance  of  the  powers  now  engaged  to  suppress  the  slave 
trade,  I  have  received  information,  that  in  a  single  year,  in  the  single  island 
of  Cuba,  slaves  equal  in  amount  to  one  half  of  the  above  number  of  52,000 
have  been  illicitly  introduced.  Is  it  possible  that  those  who  are  concerned  in 
an  infamous  traffic,  can  effect  more  than  the  States  of  this  Union,  if  they  were 
seriously  to  engage  in  the  good  work  ?  Is  it  credible^s  it  not  a  Hbel  upon  hu- 
man nature  to  suppose,  that  the  triumphs  of  fraud  and  violence  and  iniquity, 
can  surpass  those  of  virtue  and  benevolence  and  humanity  ? 

The  population  of  the  United  States,  being,  at  this  time,  estimated  at 
about  ten  millions  of  the  European  race,  and  two  of  the  African,  on  the  sup- 
position of  the  annual  colonization  of  a  number  of  the  latter,  equal  to  the 
annual  increase,  of  both  of  its  classes,  during  the  whole  period  necessary  to 
the  process  of  duplication  of  our  numbers,  they  would,  at  the  end  of  that 
period,  relatively  stand  twenty  millions  for  the  white,  and  two  for  the  blaqk 
portion.  But  an  annual  exportation  of  a  number  equal  to  the  annual  increase, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  and  persevered  in  to  the  end  of  it,  would  ac- 
comphsh more  than  to  keep  the  parent  stock  standing.  The  Colonists 
would  comprelvend  more  than  an  equal  proportion  of  those  of  the  prolific 
ages.  Few  of  those  who  had  passed  that  age  would  migrate.  So  that  the 
Annual  increase  of  those  left  behind,  would  continue  gradually,  but,  at  first, 
insensibly,  to  diminish  ;  and,  by  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  duplication, 
it  would  be  found  to  have  materially  abated.  But  it  is  not  merely  the  greater 
relative  safety  and  happiness  which  would,  at  the  termination  of  tliat  period, 
be  the  condition  of  the  whites.  Their  ability  to  give  further  stimulus  to  the 
cause  of  colonization  will  have  been  doubled^  whilst  the  subjects  on  which  it 
would  have  to  operate,  will  have  decreased  or  remained  stationary.  If  the 
business  of  colonization  should  be  regularly  continued  during  two  periods  of 
duplication,  at  the  end  of  the  second,  the  wliites  would  stand  to  the  blacks, 
as  forty  millions  to  not  more  than  two,  wliilstthe  same  ability  will  have  been 
quadrupled.  Even  if  colonization  should  then  altogether  cease,  the  propor- 
tion of  the  African  to  the  European  race,  will  be  so  small,  that  the  most  timid 
may  then,  for  ever,  dismiss  all  ideas  of  danger  from  within  or  without,  on  ac- 
count  of  that  incongruous  and  perilous  element  in  our  population. 

Furtlier,  by  the  annual  withdrawal  of  52,000  persons  of  colour,  there  would 
be  annual  space  created  for  an  equal  number  of  the  white  race.  The  period, 
therefore,  of  duplication  of  the  whites,  by  the  laws  which  govern  popurati^;i' 
■'-vQjild  be  accelerated,  ^  ? 
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.  Such,  Mr.  Vice  President,  is  the  project  of  the  Society,  and  such  is  the 
'xxtension  and  use  which  may  be  made  of  the  principle  of  colonization,  in 
application  to  our  slave  population,  by  those  States  which  are  alone  com- 
petent to  undertake  and  execute  it.  All,  or  any  one,  of  the  States  which 
tolerate  slavery,  may  adopt  and  e;iecute  it,  by  co-operation  or  separate  ex- 
ertion. If  I  could  be  instrumental  in  eradicating  this  deepest  stain  upon  the 
character  of  our  country,  and  removing  all  cause  of  reproach  on  account  of 
It  by  foreig»n  nations — if  I  could  only  be  instrumental  in  ridding  of  this  fous 
blot  that  revered  State  that  gave  me  birth,  or  that  not  less  beloved  Sta:te 
which  kindly  adopted  me  as  her  son,  I  would  not  exchange  the  proud  satis- 
faction which  I  should  enjoy,  for  the  honour  of  all  the  triumphs  ever  decreeu 
to  the  most  successful  «iOnquerer. 

Having,  I  hope,  shown  that  the  plan  of  the  Society  is  not  visionary,  but  ra 
tional  and  practicable;  that  a  Colony  d<.es  in  fact  exist,  planted  under  its  au- 
spices ;  that  free  people  are  willing  and  anxious  to  go  ;  and  that  the  right  of 
soil  as  well  as  of  Sovereignty  may  be  accjuired  in  vast  tracts  of  country  in 
Africa,  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  most  ample  Colo- 
ny, and  at  prices  almost  only  nominal,  the  task  which  remains  to  me  of  shewr 
ing  the  beneficial  consequences  which  would  attend  the  execution  of  the 
scheme,  is  comparatively  easy. 

Of  the  utility  of  a  total  separation  of  the  two  incongruous  portions  of  our 
popu]ation,.supposing  it  to  be  practicable,  none  have  ever  doubted.  The 
mode  of  accomplishing  that  most  desirable  object,  has  alone  divided  public 
opinion.  Colonization  in  Hayti,  for  a  time,  had  its  partizans.  Without' 
throwing  any  impediments  in  the  way  of  executing  that  scheme,  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society  has  steadily  adhered  to  its  own.  The  Haytien  pro- 
ject has  passed  away.  Colonization  beyond  the  Stony  Mountains  has  somg- 
times  been  proposed;  but  it  would  be  attended  with  an  expense  and  diffi- 
culties far  surpassing  the  African  project,  whilst  it  would  not  unite  the  same, 
animating  motives.  There  is  a  moral  fitness  in  the  idea  of  returning  to  Afii- 
ca  her  children,  whose  ancestors  have  been  torn  from  her  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  fraud  and  violence.  Transplanted  in  a  foreign  land,  they  will  carry 
back  to  then*  native  soil  the  rich  fruits  of  religion,  civilization,  law  and  liber- 
ty. May  it  not  be  one  of  the  great  designs  of  the  Ruler  of  the  Uiiiverse. 
(whose  ways  are  often  inscrutable  by  short  sighted  mortals,)  thus  to  transform 
an  original  crime  into  a  signal  blessing,  to  that  most  unfortunate  portion  of 
the  Globe.  Of  all  classes  of  our  population,  the  most  vicious  is  that  of  the 
free  coloured.  It  is  the  inevitable  result  of  their  moral,  political,  and  civil 
degradation.  Contaminated  themselves,  they  extend  their  vices  to  all  around 
them,  to  the  slaves  and  to  the  whites.  If  the  principle  of  colonization  should 
be  confined  to  them  ;  if  a  Colony  can  be  firmlj^  established  and  successfuliv 
continued  in  Africa,  which  should  draw  off  annually,  an  amoimt  of  that  por- 
tion of  our  population  equal  to  its  annual  increase,  much  good  will  be  done. 
If  the  principle  be  adopted  and  applied  by  the  States,-  whose  lajvs  sanctioa 
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still  greater  good  will  be  done.  This  g'ood  will  be  felt  by  the  Africans  who 
go,  by  the  Africans  who  remain,  by  the  white  population  of  our  country,  by 
Africa,  and  by  America.  It  is  a  project  which  recommends  itself  to  favour 
i^  all  the  aspects  in  which  it  can  be  contemplated.  It  will  do  good  in  every 
and  any  extent  in  which  it  may  be  executed.  It  is  a  circle  of  philanthropy, 
every  segment  of  which  tells  and  testifies  to  the  beneficence  of  the  whole. 

Every  emigrant  to  Africa  is  a  missionary  carrying  with  him  credentials  in 
the  holy  cause  of  civilization,  religion,  and  free  institutions.  Why  is  it  that 
the  degree  of  success  of  missionary  exertions  is  so  limited,  and  so  discour- 
aging to  those  whose  piety  and  benevolence  prompt  them  ?  Is  it  not  be- 
cause the  missionary  is  generail}'  an  alien  and  a  stranger,  perhaps  of  a  differ- 
ent colour  and  from  a  different  tribe  ?  There  is  a  sort  of  instinctive  feeling  ot 
jealousy  and  distrust  towards  foreigners  which  repels  and  rejects  them  in  al! 
countries;  and  this  feeling  is  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  ignorance  and 
barbarism  which  prevail.  But  the  African  Colonists,  whom  we  send  to  con- 
vert the  heathen,  are  of  the  same  colour,  the  same  family,  the  same  physical 
constitution.  When  the  purposes  of  the  Colony  shall  be  fully  understood, 
they  will  be  received  as  long  lost  brethren  restored  to  the  embraces  of  their 
friends  and  their  kindred,  by  the  dispensations  of  a  wise  Providence. 

The  Society  is  reproached  for  agitating  this  question.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  existence  of  free  people  of  colour  is  not  limited  to  the  States 
only  which  tolerate  slavery.  The  evil  extends  itself  to  all  the  States,  and 
some  of  those  which  do  not  allow  of  slavery,  (their  cities  especially)  expe- 
rience the  evil  in  an  extent  even  greater  than  it  exists  in  the  slave  States. 
A  common  evil  confers  a  right  to  consider  and  apply  a  common  remedy. 
Nor  is  it  a  valid  objection  that  this  remedy  is  partial  in  its  operation,  or  dis- 
tant in  its  efficacy.  A  patient,  writhing  under  the  tortures  of  excruciating 
disease,  asks  of  his  physiciaii  to  cure  him  if  he  can,  and,  if  he  cannot,  to  miti- 
gate his  sufferings.  But  the  remedy  proposed,  if  generally  adopted  and  per- 
severingly  applied,  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  should  it  not  entirely  eradi- 
cate the  disease,  will  enable  the  body  politic  to  bear  it  without  danger  and 
without  suffering. 

We  are  reproached  with  doing  mischief  by  the  agitation  of  this  question. 
The  Society  goes  into  no  household  to  disturb  its  domestic  tranquillity ;  it 
addresses  itself  to  no  slaves  to  weaken  their  obligations  of  obedience.  It 
seeks  to  affect  no  man's  property.  It  neither  has  the  power  nor  the  will  to 
aifect  the  property  of  any  one,  contrary  to  his  consent.  The  execution  of 
its  scheme  would  augment  instead  of  diminishing  the  value  of  the  property 
left  behind.  The  Society,  composed  of  freemen,  concerns  itself  only  with  the 
free.  Collateral  consequences,  we  are  not  responsible  for.  It  is  not  this 
Society  which  has  produced  the  great  moral  revolution  which  the  age  ex- 
hibits. What  would  they,  who  thus  reproach  us,  haVe  done  ?  If  they  would 
repress  all  tendencies  towards  Liberty  and  ultimate  emancipation,  they  must 
do  more  than  put  down  the  benevolent  efforts  of  this  Society.    They  must 
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go  back  to  the  era  of  our  Liberty  and  Independence,  and  muzzle  the  cannon 
wliich  thunders  its  annual  jo}  ous  return.  They  must  revive  the  slave  trade 
with  all  its  train  of  atrocities.  They  must  suppress  the  workings  of  British 
philanthropy,  seeking  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  West  In- 
dian slaves.  They  must  arrest  the  career  of  South  American  deliverance 
from  thraldom.  They  must  blow  out  the  moral  lights  around  us,  and  extin- 
guisii  that  greatest  torch  of  all  which  America  presents  to  a  benighted  world, 
poiuting  the  way  to  their  rights,  their  liberties,  and  their  happiness.  And 
when  they  have  achieved  all  these  purposes,  their  work  will  be  }'et  income 
plete.  They  must  penetrate  the  human  soul,  and  eradicate  the  light  of  rea- 
son and  the  love  of  liberty.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  when  universal  dark- 
ness and  despair  prevail,  can  you  perpetuate  slavery,  and  repress  all  s)'mpa- 
thies  and  all  humane  and  benevolent  efforts  among  freemen,  in  belialf  of  the 
unhappy  portion  of  our  race  who  are  doomed  to  bondage. 

Our  friends,  who  are  cursed  with  this  greatest  of  human  evils,  deserve  the 
kindest  attention  and  consideration.  Tlieir  property  and  their  safety  are  both 
involved.  But  the  liberai  and  candid  among  them  will  not,  cannot,  expect 
that  every  project  to  dehver  our  country  from  it  is  to  be  crushed,  because  of 
a  possible  and  ideal  danger. 

Animated  by  the  encouragement  of  the  past,  let  us  proceed  under  the 
cheering  prospects  which  lie  before  us.  Let  us  continue  to  appeal  to  the 
pious,  the  liberal,  and  the  wise.  Let  us  bear  in  mind  the  condition  of  our 
forefathers,  when,  collected  on  the  beach  of  England,  they  embarked,  amidst 
the  scoffings  and  the  false  predictions  of  the  assembled  multitude,  for  this 
distant  land ;  and  here,  in  spite  of  all  the  perils  of  forest  and  ocean,  which 
they  encountered,  successfully  laid  the  foundations  of  this  glorious  Republic. 
Undismayed  by  the  prophecies  of  the  presumptuous,  let  us  supplicate  the 
aid  of  the  American  Representatives  of  the  people,  and  redoubling  our  la- 
bours, and  invoking  the  blessings  of  an  all-wise  Providence,  I  boldly  and  con- 
fidently anticipate  success.  I  hope  the  resolution  which  I  offer  will  be  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  was  then  considereii 
and  adopted. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions : 

"  Whereas,  to  the  affliction  of  the  Christian  world,  the  Afncan 
Slave  Trade,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts,  past  and  present,  for 
its  suppression,  still  exists  and  is  conducted  with  aggravated  cru- 
«^tj5  by  the  resources  of  one  continent,  to  the  dishonour  of  ano- 
ther, and  to  an  extent  little  short  of  the  desolation  of  a  third ;  and 
it  is  now  apparent,  that  this  guilty  traffic  must  continue  without 
abatement,  so  long  as  there  remains  a  flag  to  cover  it  from  detec- 
tion, a  demand  for  its  victims,  and  the  African  coast  is  open  to 
his  incursions :  And  whereas,  its  utter  abolition  is  essential  to 
the  security  af  African  labour,  and  a  safeguard  of  African  Colo- 
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i^zaiittii  was  eaily  avowed  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Amen* 
can  Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  Unit- 
ed States;  and  has  been,  at  alt  times  since,  steadily  prosecuted, 
by  its  friends  in  the  councils  of  the  Union  : 

Be  it  therefore  resolved^  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare, and  to  cause  to  be  translated  into  the  several  laiiguages  of 
most  current  use,  in  Europe  and  America,  a  memorial  to  the  Sove- 
reign authority  of  every  maritime  nation  on  both  Continents, 
earnestly  soliciting  the  denunciation  of  the  Slave  Trade  as  piracy. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  memorials  having  been  ap- 
proved and  attested,  by  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the  So- 
ciety, shall  be  forwai'ded,  by  his  advice,  to  their  respective  desti-" 
nations. 

In  introducing  his  resolution,  Mr.  Mercer  said  that,  admonished  by  the  late- 
ness of"  the  hour  to  which  the  present  meeting  had  been  protracted,  he  should 
consume  but  a  few  minutes  in  recommending  to  the  Society  the  resolution  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  submit.  What  he  should  say,  would  be  prompted  ra- 
ther by  the' desire  to  vindicate  from  seeming  pi-esumption,  the  means  which 
the  resolution  devised  for  the  attainment  of  its  object,  than  the  end  itself, 
which  had  already  received  the  countenance  of  the  National  Legislature,  in 
an  act  which  denounced  the  African  slave  trade  to  be  piracy.  An  example 
which  had  been  promptly  followed  in  Europe,  by  the  nation  most  distinguish 
ed  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  her  zealous  and  persevering,  though  hi- 
Shcrto  unavailing  efforts  to  abolish  tiiis  criminal  traffic.  It  was  known  that 
at  the  time  when  he  had  tlie  honour  of  first  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  ihe  remedy  whicli  tlie  resolution  proposes  for  an 
evil,  so  obstinate  and  inveterate  as  to  have  hafHed  all  others,  the  entire  adju- 
dications of  those  complex  courts  of  mixed  commission  estabhshed  at  so 
much  international  labour,  by  Great  Britain,  amounted  to  but  nine  in  number  : 
ami  at  the  seat  of  that  tribunal  which  overlooked  the  greatest  mart  for  slaves 
in  the  West  Lndies,  the  Havana,  there  had  not  then  been  a  single  condemnation. 

The  subsequent  progress  of  these  tribunals,  said  he,  had  not  the  means  of 
tracing,  but  it  was  notorious  that  since  the  period  to  which  he  had  referred, 
the  trade  in  question  had  been  extended  with  circumstances  of  aggravated 
cruelty  and  atrocity.  Of  both  its  extent  and  horror,  the  African  Institution 
afforded  conclusive  and  mournful  evidence.  It  presented  a  detailed  list  of  the 
names  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  vessels  believed  to  be  engaged  in  its 
prosecution  in  the  year  1824,  of  which  sixty-fjght  were  Spanish,  sixty-three 
Brazilian,  thirty-nine  French,  twenty  Portuguese,  two  Dutch,  one  Swedish, 
and  one,  to  the  dishonour  of  our  own  flag,  American.  Twenty-four  others 
have  their  names  enrolled  in  this  dark  catalogue,  without  a  designation  of 
their  origin.  How  many  others  escaped  in  that  year  the  vigilance  of  en- 
quiry and  pursuit,  must  be  the  subject  of  conjecture,  from  the  number  known 
and  designated.  But  of  each  of  those  whose  existence,  employment,  and 
names  are  ascertained  and  reported,  diligently  prosecuted  its  gainful  com- 
nrircc,  not  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  victinns  swelled  the 
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profits  of  their  cupidity.  Of  these  victims,  probahly  not  fewer  than  twenty 
thousand  found  a  watery  grave  in  the  middle  passage,  or  perished  under  the 
diseases  incident  to  its  loathsome  imprisonment  after  their  arrival  at  their  des- 
tined market.  More  than  twenty  thousand  reached,  in  that  year,  the  single 
port  of  Rio  Janeiro,  in  the  dominions  of  his  Imperial  ^Jajesty  of  Brazil,  whose 
minister,  on  his  recognition  in  this  capital,  as  the  representative  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  was  instructed  to  inform  our  own  Government,  that  his  master 
concurred  in  the  views  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  slave  trade,  and 
would  adopt  the  earliest  practicable  means  for  its  abolition  ! 

It  is,  therefore,  more  manifest  than  ever,  that  thp  mere  exchange  of  the 
right  of  search,  sustaining  a  system  of  mixed  tribunals,  inefficient  at  all  times, 
and  subject  to  the  derangements  of  war  between  their  common  sovereigns, 
are  incompetent,  separately,  or  taken  together,  to  the  end  of  greatly  dimi- 
nishing, much  less  of  totally  abolishing  this  execrable  comm.erce. 

It  is  only  by  making  it  the  object  of  universal  detection  and  punishment 
wherever  its  perpetrators  can  be  arrested,  by  stamping  upon  it  the  seal  of  inde- 
lible infomy,  and  assuring  its  certain  and  lieavy  chastisement,  by  making  it  pi- 
racy  by  the  consent  of  ail  nations,  and  investing  it  with  all  the  consequences 
which  the  established  law  and  usage  of  nations  attach  to  this  crime,  that  it  can 
be  hunted  off  the  globe  as  other  piracies  are. 

Both  wit  and  argumer.t  indeed,  iiave  been  pointed  against  this  denomina- 
tion  of  an  oilence,  wliich  was  not  only  tolerated,  but  encouraged,  at  one  pe- 
riod of  modern  Eui'ope,  by  all  maritime  nations.  But,  at  no  very  remote  pe- 
riod,  was  every  where  construed  to  confer  the  right  to  red';ce  its  prisoners 
and  their  posterity  to  perpetual  slavery,  without  distinction  of  colour.  This 
barbarous  rigour  brought  the  Kclot  to  Sparta,  as  well  as  the  Ethiopian  to 
Rome,  If  the  mild  spirit  of  Christianity,  of  that  religion  which  teaches  man 
to  «  do  unto  others  as  he  would  have  them  to  do  unto  Inm,"  has  loosened  the 
hold  of  successful  valour  upon  its  liuropean  captives,  does  not  the  same  law 
loosen  the  bands  which  force  has  put  upon  the  African  ?  If  robbery  on  the 
high  seas,  and  on  its  desolate  and  barbarous  shores,  be  piracy,  without  the  ac- 
companiment of  murder,  shall  not  that  robbery  which  fastens  on  the  person 
of  the  proprietor,  and  all  that  he  holds  dear  in  life,  which  so  often  extinguish- 
es  life  itself,  by  pestilence  and  slow  consuming  disease,  be  also  piracy  ?  Such, 
in  the  early  age  of  Greece,  from  whose  language  we  derive  this  word,  was 
the  chief  occupation  of  the  sea-robber,  who,  like  the  modern  Tmk,  infested 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  make  captive  and  consign  to  slavery  the 
peaceful  labourers  of  its  coast§  and  islands.  The  Mahometan  corsair  long 
practised,  and  still  keeps  up  this  warfare  even  in  Europe  ;  and  thus  still  makes 
as  formerly,  occasional  reprisals  on  her  Southern  border,  for  those  cruel  inju" 
ries  which  the  European  Christian  trader  inflicts  on  Western  Africa,  If  the 
one  deserve  to  be  regarded  as  a  pirate,  does  not  the  other  equally  so.  If  there 
be  any  inequality  in  their  guilt,  it  is  that  the  one  does  not  trespass  against  the 
religion  wltich  his  prophet  taught  him  to  propagate,  not  by  love,  but  by 
t.be  sword.    Not  so  the  Chrletian,  whose  gospel  is  peace,   gentleness,  aixj 
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merey.  But  the  concuri-ent  statutes  of  Great  Britain  and  America,  liave  fixed 
tipon  this  Clime  against  humanity,  its  true  denomination.  It  is  now  piracy,  as 
regards  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  each  nation,  upon  its  own  subjects  or 
citizens.  In  the  English  tongue,  it  is  every  where  piracy.  The  object  of  the 
resolution  is  to  exte  nd  this  denomination  of  this  offence,  to  the  statutes  and 
languages  of  all  civilized  maritime  powers ;  that,  incorporated  in  the  common 
Iaw  of  nations,  it  may  meet  with  the  punishment  which  it  now  escapes,  under 
cover  of  the  dishonoured  flags  of  so  many  States,  who  either  connive  at  its 
practice,  or  withhold  the  only  means  of  its  detection  and  punishment. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  from  which  the  late  abor- 
tive ne^tiation  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  on  this  subject, 
sprung,  from  the  desire  of  the  popular  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  t» 
establish,  by  international  ag-recment,  that  denomination  of  this  offence,  which 
the  cotemporary  legislation  of  Congress  had  so  justly  affixed  to  it.  The 
abortive  issue  of  that  negotiation,  and  the  subsequent  rejection  of  a  similar 
treaty  with  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  arising  from  an  unfortunate  disagree- 
ment between  the  Senate  and  the  Executive,  leave  no  hope  for  success  for 
the  object  of  the  proposed  resolution,  tlnougli  the  direct  agency  of  that 
branch  of  our  Government  charged  with  our  foreign  relations.  It  is,  there- 
fore, only  by  a  direct  appeal  to  the  humanity  of  other  States,  through  the 
only  channels  open  to  the  American  <;;olonization  Society,  that  the  resolution 
which  I  have  just  read,  said  Mr.  M.  proposes  to  renew  the  suspended  eflx)rts 
of  the  United  States  to  extend  the  principle  of  their  criminal  code  to  other 
nations,  until,  by  universal  acquiescence,  they  shall  become  the  foundation  of 
that  universal  law  which  the  tribunals  of  the  civihzed  world  are  authorized  to 
enforce.  The  security  of  the  American  Colony,  the  interesting  report  proves 
to  be  in  some  degree  dependent  on  the  success  of  these  efforts;  and  not  its  se- 
curity only,  but  the  fruition  of  any  rational  hope  that  can  be  indulged,  of 
promoting  African  civilization,  v\  hicli  obviously  depends  on  the  security  of 
African  labour. 

Wliile,  from  these  considerations,  the  resolution  submitted  to  the  Society, 
it  is  hoped,  will  derive  an  apology  for  its  mover,  it  becomes  his  duty  to  shew 
that  its  adoption  may  promote  the  end  which  it  proposes.  And  here,  it  might 
Seem  to  argue  some  presumption  to  hope  for  success  from  the  appeal  of  a 
private  Society  to  that  humanity  which  has  been  invoked,  hi  vain,  by  the  zea- 
lous eff'orts  of  the  most  powerful  maritime  State  of  the  world,  if,  indeedj, 
since  the  (;ongress  of  Vienna  denounced  this  traffic,  without  universally  con- 
curring in  any  measure  for  its  immediate  abolition,  there  had  not  been  a  fa- 
vourable change  in  the  circumstances  of  two  of  those  States,  who  influenced 
the  deliberations  of  that  Congress,  and  the  very  absence  of  any  political 
power  on  the  American  Society,  to  enforce  its  requests,  did  not  remove  one 
obstacle  at  least  to  their  success,  on  the  pride  of  those  to  whom  they  are  ad- 
dressed. 

Portugal,  separated  from  Brazil  and  Spain,  severed  from  her  Colonies  on  the 
American  Continent,  have  scarcely  a  remaining  interest  opposed  to  the  pb^ 
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ject  of  the  resolution,  and  all  the  Independent  States  of  America,  with  the 
solitary  exception  of  Brazil,  have,  by  laws  of  greater  or  less  severity,  de- 
nounced and  prohibited  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

The  singular  inconsistency  of  France,  in  denouncing,  and  at  the  same  time 
permitting  this  traffic  to  pass  unpunished  before  her  eyes,  is  in  part  to  be  ex:- 
plained  by  her  jealousy  of  her  ancient  rival,  whose  motives  for  a  stipulated  ex" 
change  of  the  right  of  search,  she  suspects,  and  who  having  so  recently  wit- 
nessed a  British  army  in  her  capital,  revolts  at  every  seeming  concession  to 
British  power.  Even  m  France,  whose  abused  flag  covers  so  large  a  share  of 
this  iniquitous  traffic,  a  public  sentiment  against  it  has  arisen,  and  is  rapidly 
spreading,  which  must,  ere  long,  reach  the  heart  of  her  legislative  councils, 
and  of  her  Sovereign.  A  gallant  nation  cannot  see  its  standard  used  to  pro- 
tect the  vilest  criminals  from  merited  puiilshraent,  and  will  more  readily  listen 
to  the  testimony  of  this  revolting  abuse  of  its  honour,  through  the  memorial  of 
a  humane  Society,  than  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  her  powerful  and 
ancient  rival. 

Mr.  Mercer  concluded,  by  an  apology  for  having  so  far  exceeded  the  com- 
pass to  which,  when  he  rose,  he  had  designed  to  limit  his  remarks. 

The  following  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  carry  its  object 
into  effect,  viz.  Gen.  Mercer,  Gen.  Jones,  and  Dr.  Laurie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  Bayard,  Esq,  of  New-Jersey, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society,  deeply  impressed  with  the  loss  its 
cause  has  sustained  by  the  deaths  of  the  Rev.  Horace  Sessions, 
the  Rev.  Calvin  Holton,  and  Mr.  Charles  L.  Force,  will 
cherish,  with  gratitude  and  affection,  the  memory  of  these  devoted 
friends  to  Africa. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  N.   Campbell, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  Ricii- 
ARD  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer,  for  the  very  important  services 
which  he  has  long  and  gratuitously  rendered  to  this  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Doctor  Laurie,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given  to  the  Hon. 
RicHAftD  Rush,  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  has  pre- 
sided during  tlie  present  meeting. 

A  Committee  was  then  appointed  consisting  of  F.  S.  Key,  Esq. 
and  Gen.  W.  Jones,  who  nominated  the  following  gentlemen  as 
officers  of  ^e  Society,  for  the  ensuing  year: 
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OFFICERS. 

Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,, 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  of  Washington, 
Hon.  William  Philips,  of  Massachusettsj 
Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  of  New-York, 
Hon.  John  E.  Howard,  of  Maryland, 
Hon.  John  C.  Hei'bert,  do. 

Robt.  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia, 
Gen.  John  Mason,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  of  New-Jersey, 
Isaac  McKim,  Esq.  of  Maryland, 
Gen.  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia, 
Right  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Pennsylvania. 
William  H.  Eitzhugh,  Esq.  of  Virginia, 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Boston, 
Gen.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Virginia, 
Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Yale  College* 
General  Lafayette, 
Hon.  John  Marshall,  of  Virginia, 
Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Washington  City. 

Managers. 

Francis  S.  Key,  JEsq.  Rev.  William  Hawley; 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.  Col.  Henry  Ashton, 

Rev.  Dr.  James  Laurie,        Joseph  Gales,  Jun.  Esq, 
Rev.  Dr.  S.  B.  Balch,  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson, 

Rev.  O.  B.  Brown,  Rev.  John  N.  Campbell^ 

Dr.  William  Thornton,        Thomas  Randall,  Esq** 

Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary, 

Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer, 

John  Underwood,  Recorder. 

♦  chosen  in  \\\e  room  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilmer,  who  has  removed  from  th© 
District  of  Columbia. 


Ten  years  have  now  elapsed,  since  a  few  individuals 
assembled  in  this  city,  and  deliberately  formed  them- 
selves into  an  Institution  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  Colony  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

An  enterprise  of  such  a  nature,  so  vast  in  conception, 
various  in  its  relations,  and  remote  in  its  consequences 
and  its  benefits,  was  seen  to  be  involved  in  uncertainty, 
because  relying  for  its  full  execution  upon  the  aid  of 
those,  whose  approbation  could  not  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected, until  created  by  other  evidences  of  its  utility^ 
than  those  which  the  scheme,  as  merely  theoretick,  pre- 
sented to  the  public  mind. 

But  should  the  means  be  contributed  for  demonstrat' 
ing,  experimentally,  the  utility  of  the  plans  of  the  So- 
ciety, so  far,  as  the  actual  establishment  of  a  Colony  on 
the  African  coast  could  be  regarded  as  such  demonstra- 
tion, still,  it  was  manifest,  that,  on  the  delicate  but  mo- 
mentous question  of  the  probable  effects  of  this  Colony 
upon  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  great  mass  of  our 
coloured  population,  two  opinions  would  be  adopted,  en- 
tirely contradictory,  and  both,  therefore,  widely  vary- 
ing from  the  real  purposes  and  hopes  of  the  Institution, 

The  want  of  satisfactory  information  concerning  the 
soil,  climate,  and  natives  of  Africa,  and  the  methods 
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most  expedient  to  be  adopted  for  the  acquisition  of  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  very  general  aversion  of  the  Free  People 
of  Colour  to  a  design,  which  all  of  them  could  feel  to  be 
hazardous,  but  which  few  could  comprehend  ;  increasing, 
as  it  necessarily  must,  the  indifference  of  those  of  our 
citizens  who  are  governed  rather  by  sympathy  than  re- 
flection ;  constituted  obstacles  truly  formidable,  but  which 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  irrelevant  to  the  present  occa- 
sion, to  consider  for  a  moment,  by  what  motives  and  ar- 
guments the  founders  of  this  Society  were  enabled  to 
sustain  themselves  in  their  earliest  efforts  for  a  cause, 
embarrassed  by  difficulties  so  numerous  and  immense, 
and  so  destitute  of  attraction  to  the  eye  of  an  ordinary 
observer. 

There  was  a  moral  grandeur  in  the  design  itself,  which 
rendered  the  bare  possibility  of  its  accomplishment  a 
motive  sufficient  to  justify  every  possible  exertion.  It 
presented  itself  in  relations  infinitely  important  to  those 
w  hom  it  would  remove  from  our  shores ;  was  seen  con- 
nected with  the  domestic  happiness,  social  order,  politi- 
cal strength,  and  all  the  higher  interests  of  our  country; 
and  seemed  to  offer  the  only  hope,  of  rescuing  Africa 
from  tiic  invaders  of  her  rights,  and  the  murderers  of 
her  children,  and  of  imparting  to  her  tribes,  whose  sable 
aspect  is  but  the  shadow  of  a  darker  mind,  the  pure  and 
undying  light  of  our  religion. 

In  the  operations  of  the  Society,  it  was  obvious  that 
the  principal  difficulties  must  be  encountered  at  the  out- 
set. That  a  few  enlightened  citizens  might  be  induced 
to  furnish  the  means  for  exploring  the  coast  of  Africa^ 
there  was  reason  to  hope ;  and  a  favourable  report  from 
those  delegated  for  this  purpose,  could  not  fail  to  secure 
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aid  for  the  emigration  of  such  intelligent  and  energetic 
adventurers  as  have  never  been  found  wanting  to  enter- 
prises of  the  most  arduous  and  dangerous  character. 
Every  practical  movement  of  the  Society  Vvould  draw 
the  public  attention  to  its  plans,  and  if  successful,  exhi- 
bit evidence  of  their  utility  which  no  developement  of  a 
theory,  however  plausible,  could  produce.  Accounts 
from  Africa  would  be  perused  by  all ;  by  the  tancifiil 
and  inquisitive  for  the  novelty  of  their  statements,  by 
the  thoughtful  and  pious  to  learn  the  character  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  the  best  methods  of  instructing  them  in 
the  principles  of  our  faith.  Thus  reflection  vrould  be 
excited,  and  the  objects  of  the  Society  become  better 
understood;  a  knowledge  of  their  nature  would  secure 
belief  in  their  importance  ;  the  spirit  of  charity  v^ould 
advance  with  the  progress  of  conviction  ;  truth  and  time 
would  soften  down  prejudice  ;  and  through  the  agency 
of  the  press,  unremitted  efforts  and  fervent  prayer,  the 
thoughts  which  dwelt  at  first  in  the  breasts  of  a  few, 
might  finally  enlist  the  sympathies  and  command  the 
powers  of  the  nation. 

Animated  by  such  considerations,  the  original  Mana- 
gers of  this  Society  resolved  to  proceed,  and  the  history 
of  their  operations  for  the  last  ten  years,  as  detailed  in 
their  Annual  Reports,  will  show  the  sobriety  of  their 
purposes,  and  the  reasonableness  of  their  hopes. 

The  facts  connected  with  the  efforts  of  the  Society 
during  the  last  year,  and  now  to  be  presented  to  this 
Meeting,  will  add,  the  Managers  trust,  no  little  weight 
to  the  accumulated  evidence  heretofore  adduced,  of  the 
practicableness  and  expediency  of  the  schenie  in  which 
they  are  engaged. 
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It  was  stated  by  the  Managers  in  their  last  Report, 
that  the  liberality  of  their  friends  had  enabled  them  to 
despatch  for  the  Colony  the  brig  Vine  with  thirty  four 
emigrants,  a  missionary,  and  printer,  accompanied  by  the 
Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  an  Agent  of  the  Society,  who 
proposed  to  return  in  the  same  vessel ;  and  that  the  In- 
dian Chief  was  about  to  depart  from  Norfolk  with  a  much 
l-arger  number  of  passengers.  The  first  of  these  ves- 
sels sailed  from  Boston  on  the  fourth  of  January,  and 
arrived  at  Liberia  on  the  seventh  of  February  ;  the  last 
left  Norfolk  on  the  15th  of  February,  and  completed  her 
passage  on  the  22d  of  March. 

A  printing  press,  with  all  its  necessary  appendages, 
many  valuable  books,  and  other  articles  of  equal  import- 
ance, were  shipped  on  board  the  Vine  by  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  who  evinced  still  farther  their  liberality,  by  as- 
suming the  whole  expense  of  the  printing  establishment 
for  the  first  year.*  Eighteen  of  the  emigrants  by 
this  vessel  were,  just  before  their  departure,  at  their 
own  request,  organized  into  a  church,  and  the  impres- 
sive exercises  of  the  occasion,  upon  which  thousands  at- 
tended with  heartfelt  interest,  deepened  the  concern  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  expedition.  But  the  counsels  of 
Heaven  are  too  mysterious  for  human  scrutiny,  and  the 
Almighty  was  pleased  to  visit  this  little  company  with  a 
mortality  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  Colony. 
Scarcely  had  the  Managers  seen  announced  in  the  first 
sheet  ever  issued  from  the  Colonial  press,  the  arrival  of 
the  Vine,  before  they  received  the  mournful  tidings  of 
the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  Mr.  Charles 
L.  Force,  the  printer,  and  twelve  of  the  emigrants, 
with  whom  others  must  now  be  reckoned,  including  the 
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missionary,  the  Rev.  Calvin  Hoi  ton,  making  in  all  nearly 
half  the  whole  number  of  those  who  embarked  from  New 
England.  But  the  attention  of  the  Meeting  is  not  left  to 
dwell  on  this  melancholy  statement. 

The  Indian  Chief  conveyed  to  Africa  one  hundred  and 
fifty-four  persons,  of  which  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  were  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina.  Not  an 
individual  of  the  latter  number  suffered  materially  front 
sickness,  while  some  who  left  Norfolk  in  bad  health,  de- 
rived, ultimately,  benefit  from  the  change  of  climate. 
All  felt  more  or  less  severely  the  symptoms  of  fever, 
ague,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  the  system  must 
necessarily  experience,  on  a  transition  from  a  temperate 
to  a  tropical  climate  ;  but  they  soon  recovered  their  vi- 
gour, and  proceeded  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  and 
the  clearing  of  their  lands. 

As  both  these  expeditions  sailed  from  the  United 
States  in  the  winter,  the  striking  contrast  in  their  sub- 
sequent condition  is  doubtless  owing,  in  great  measure, 
to  the  wide  difference  in  the  change  experienced  by  the 
two  companies  of  emigrants ;  a  difference  which  must 
be  estimated  by  comparing  the  less  constitutional  liabili- 
ty to  tropical  disease,  and  the  lesser  influence  of  the 
season  affecting  those  from  the  South,  with  the  greater 
liability,  and  the  more  powerful  influence  of  the  season 
to  which  those  from  the  North  were  exposed.  It  has 
been  very  justly  remarked  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  that 
as  it  would  be  rash  for  our  friends  in  North  Carolina  to 
conclude  that  no  emigrant  from  that  State  will  hereafter 
suffer  from  the  African  climate,  so  it  would  be  equally 
wide  from  sober  calculation  for  the  citizens  of  New- 
England  to  determine  from  a  single  experiment,  that 
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every  similar  movement  would  be  attended  with  a  like 
calamity. 

The  health  of  the  Colonists  (those  who  arrived 
in  the  Vine  excepted)  has  been  well  nigh  universal 
and  uninterrupted,  and  no  less  animated  and  robust 
than  that  which  they  enjoyed  in  America.  Among 
the  passengers  in  the  Indian  Chief,  the  symptoms  of 
disease  were,  in  many  instances,  only  sufficiently  de- 
veloped to  show  their  speciiic  character,  and  in  nearly 
every  case,  yielded  readily  to  the  pov/er  of  medicine. 
Many  of  the  children  and  youth  exhibit  as  much  activity 
and  muscular  strength  as  the  natives  themselves;  and  "the 
adults  who  have  resided  for  some  years  in  the  Colony, 
seem  to  acquire  for  the  climate  a  peculiar  predilection." 
The  natives  of  the  coast  are  remarkable  for  their  vigor- 
ous and  well  proportioned  frames,  which  are  seldom  bro- 
ken or  debilitated  by  disease.  Probably  no  race  of  men 
enjoy  health  more  uniformly,  or  in  greater  perfection. 
It  is  a  fact  also  well  ascertained,  and  peculiarly  encour- 
aging in  reference  to  the  African  climate,  that  the  coun- 
try gradually  rises  ft'om  the  sea-board  into  the  interiour, 
and  that  between  these  two  regions,  there  exists  a  differ- 
ence both  in  temperature  and  elevation  nearly  resem- 
bling what  is  found  in  our  own  Southern  States. 

The  system  of  Government  established  with  the  full 
consent  of  the  Colonists,  in  the  autumn  of  1824,  and 
which  the  Managers  had  the  happiness  to  represent  in 
their  last  Report,  as  having  thus  far  fulfilled  all  the  pur- 
poses of  its  institution,  has  continued  its  operations  dur- 
ing the  year  without  the  least  irregularity,  and  with 
undiminished  success.  The  republican  principle  is  in- 
troduced as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  youthful  and 
unformed  character  of  the  settlement,  and  in  the  elec- 
tion of  their  officers  the  Colonists  have  evinced  such  in- 
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tegrity  and  judgment  as  afford  promise  of  early  pre- 
paration for  all  the  duties  of  self-government.  "  The 
civil  prerogatives  and  government  of  the  Colony  and 
the  body  of  the  laws  by  which  they  are  sustained,"  says 
the  Colonial  Agent,  "  are  the  pride  of  all.  I  am  hap- 
py in  the  persuasion  I  have,  that  I  hold  the  balance  of 
the  laws  in  the  midst  of  a  people,  with  whom  the  first 
perceptible  inclination  of  the  sacred  scale  determines 
authoritatively,  their  sentiments  and  their  conduct. 
There  are  individual  exceptions,  but  these  remarks  ex- 
tend to  the  body  of  the  settlers."* 

The  moral  and  religious  character  of  the  Colony,  ex- 
erts a  powerful  influence  on  its  social  and  civil  condition. 
That  piety  which  had  guided  most  of  the  early  emi- 
grants to  Liberia,  even  before  they  left  this  country,  to 
respectability  and  usefulness  among  their  associates,  pre- 
pared them,  in  laying  the  foundations  of  a  Colony,  to  act 
with  a  degree  of  wisdom  and  energy  which  no  earthly 
motives  could  inspire.  Humble,  and  for  the  most  part 
unlettered  men ;  born  and  bred  in  circumstances  the 
most  unfavourable  to  mental  culture ;  unsustained  by  the 
hope  of  renown,  and  unfamiliar  with  the  history  of  great 
achievements  and  heroic  virtues,  their's  was  nevertheless 
a  spirit  unmoved  by  dangers  or  by  sufferings,  which 
misfortunes  could  not  darken,  nor  death  dismay. f  They 
left  America,  and  felt  that  it  was  forever  :  they  landed 
in  Africa,  possibly  to  find  a  home,  but  certainly^  a  grave. 
Strange  would  it  have  been  had  the  religion  of  every 
individual  of  these  early  settlers  proved  genuine  ;  but 
immensely  changed  as  have  been  their  circumstances 
and  severely  tried  their  faith,  most  have  preserved  un- 
tarnished the  honours  of  their  profession,  and  to  the  pu- 
rity of  their  morals  and  the  consistency  of  their  conduct;, 
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is  in  a  great  nleasure  to  be  attributed  the  social  order 
and  genera]  prosperity  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia.  Their 
example  has  proved  most  salutary ;  and  while  subse- 
quent emigrants  have  found  themselves  awed  and  re- 
strained, by  their  regularity,  seriousness  and  devotion, 
the  poor  natives  have  given  their  confidence  and  ac- 
knowledged the  excellence  of  practical  Christianity. 
**  It  deserves  record,"  says  Mr.  Ashniun,  '*  that  religion 
has  been  the  principal  agent  employed  in  laying  and 
confirming  the  foundations  of  the  settlement.  To  this 
sentiment  ruling,  restraining,  and  actuating  the  minds 
of  a  large  proportion  of  the  Colonists,  m  ust  be  referred 
the  whole  strength  of  our  civil  government."  Exam- 
ples of  intemperance,  profaneness  or  licentiousness,  are 
extremely  rare,  and  vice,  wherever  it  exists,  is  obliged 
to  seek  concealment  from  the  public  eye.  The  Sabbath 
is  universally  respected ;  Sunday  schools^  both  for  the 
children  of  the  Colony  and  for  the  natives,  are  establish- 
ed; all  classes  attend  regularly  upon  the  worship  of  God  |, 
some  charitable  associations  have  been  formed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heathen ;  and  though  it  must  not  be  con^ 
Sealed,  that  the  deep  concern  on  the  subject  of  religionj 
which  resulted,  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  year  1825, 
in  the  public  profession  of  Christianity  by  about  fifty 
Colonists,  has  in  a  measure  subsided,  and  some  few  cases 
of  delinquency  since  occurred  ;  and  though  there  are 
faults  growing  out  of  the  early  condition  and  habits  of 
the  settlers  which  require  amendment;  yet  the  Managers 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  there  is  a  vast  and  increasing 
preponderance  on  the  side  of  correct  principle  and  vir- 
tuous practice.  One  gratifying  instance  has  occurred 
in  which  two  Methodist  Societies,  long  separated,  have 
l>een  induced  by  juster  views,  unanimously  to  unite  in 
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the  same  discipline  and  worship.  On  this  subject  the 
Managers  will  only  add,  that  the  moral  interests  of  the 
Colony  have  been  most  essentially  promoted  by  the  emi- 
nent piety  and  labours  of  its  ministers. 

The  agriculture  of  the  Colony  has  received  less  atten- 
tion than  its  importance  demands.  This  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  fact,  that  the  labour  of  the  settlers  has  beeft 
applied  to  objects  conducing  more  immediately  to  their 
subsistence  and  comfort.  They  have  been  too  much  oc- 
cupied in  the  construction  of  houses  and  public  build- 
ings, and  in  conducting  a  profitable  traffic  with  the  na- 
tives, to  leave  much  time  to  make  permanent  improve- 
ments on  their  plantations.  The  best  methods  of  culti- 
vation appear  to  be  imperfectly  understood,  and  the 
lands  which  were  early  cleared  on  the  Cape,  are  inferior 
to  those  more  recently  surveyed  and  allotted  to  emigrants 
on  the  St.  Paul's.  Crops  which  exhibited  the  fairest 
promise  until  near  the  time  of  harvest,  have  been  se- 
verely injured  by  the  various  and  numerous  animals  and 
insects  which  inhabit  the  neighbouring  forests.  "The 
cultivation  of  a  larger  number  of  contiguous  farms  will 
tend  to  preserve  them  all  from  depredations,"  and  these 
destroyers  can  hardly  retain  their  "  accustomed  haunts" 
another  season. 

It  will  not,  the  Board  trust, l)e  concluded  that,  because 
more  might  have  been  done  for  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the  Colony,  what  has  been  effected  is  inconsiderable. 
Two  hundred  and  twenty  four  phintations,  of  from  five 
to  ten  acres  each,  were,  in  June  last,  occupied  by  the 
settlers,  and  most  of  them  are  believed  to  be  at  present 
under  cultivation.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  of  these 
are  on  Cape  Montserado,  thirty-three  on  Stockton  creek, 
(denominated  the  Halfway  Farms,  because  nearly  equi- 
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distant  from  Monrovia  and  Caldwell,  the  St.  Paul's  set- 
tlement) and  seventy-seven  at  the  coniiuence  of  Stockton 
creek  with  the  St.  Paul's. 

The  St.  Paul's  Territory  includes  the  Halfway  Farms, 
and  is  represented  as  a  beautiful  tract  of  country,  com- 
paratively open,  well  watered  and  fertile,  and  still  fur- 
ther recommended  as  having  been,  for  ages,  selected  by 
the  natives  on  account  of  its  productiveness  for  their  rice 
and  cassada  plantations.  The  agricultural  habits  of  the 
present  occupants  of  this  tract,  concur  with  the  advan- 
tages of  their  situation,  in  alTording  promise  of  success  to 
their  exertions.  "Noihing,"  says  the  Colonial  Agent, 
"  but  circumstances  of  the  most  extraordinary  nature, 
can  prevent  them  from  making  their  way  directly  to  res- 
pectability and  abundance." 

Oxen  v/ere  trained  to  labour  in  the  Colony  in  1825, 
and  it  was  then  expected  that  the  plough  would  be  in- 
troduced in  the  course  of  another  year.  Although  com- 
merce has  thus  far  taken  the  lead  of  agriculture,  yet  the 
excellence  of  the  soil,  the  small  amount  of  labour  re- 
quired for  its  cultivation,  and  the  value  and  abundance 
of  its  products,  cannot  fail,  finally,  to  render  the  latter  the 
more  cherished,  as  it  is,  certainly,  the  more  important 
interest  of  the  Colony. 

The  Trade  of  Liberia  has  increased  with  a  rapidity 
almost  unexampled,  and  while  it  has  supplied  the  Colo- 
nists not  only  with  the  necessaries,  but  with  the  conve- 
niences and  comforts^,  of  life,  the  good  faith  with  which 
it  has  been  conducted,  has  conciliated  the  friendship  of 
the  natives,  and  acquired  the  confidence  of  foreigners. 

The  regulations  of  the  Colony  allowing  no  credits, 
except  by  written  permission,  and  requiring  the  barter 
to  be  carried  on  through  factories  established  for  the 
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])iirpose,  has  increased  the  profits  of  the  traffic,  and  pre- 
vented numerous  evils  which  must  have  attended  upon 
a  more  unrestricted  license. 

Between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  15th  of  July, 
1826,  no  less  than  fifteen  vessels  touched  at  Monrov  ia 
and  purchased  the  produce  of  the  country,  to  the  amount, 
according  to  the  best  probable  estimate,  of  S  43,980, 
African  value.  The  exporters  of  this  produce  realize, 
on  the  sale  of  the  goods  given  in  barter  for  it,  a  profit  of 
8  21,990,  and  on  the  freight,  of  S  8,786,  making  a  total 
profit  of  S  30,786. 

A  gentleman  in  Portland  has  commenced  a  regular 
trade  with  the  Colony,  and  for  his  last  cargo  landed  in 
Liberia,  amounting  to  S  8,000,  he  received  payment  in 
the  course  of  ten  days,*  The  advantages  of  this  trade 
to  the  Colony,  are  manifest  from  the  high  price  of  labour^ 
(that  of  mechanics  being  two  dollars  per  day,  and  that  of 
common  labourers  from  75  cents  to  S  1  25  cents,)  and 
from  the  easy  and  comfortable  circumstances  of  the  set- 
lers.  "An  interesting  family,  twelvemonths  in  Africa, 
destitute  of  the  means  of  furnishing  an  abundant  table, 
is  not  known ;  and  an  individual,  of  whatever  age  or 
sex,  without  an  ample  provision  of  decent  apparel,  can- 
not, it  is  believed,  be  found. '^  "  Every  family,"  says 
Mr.  Ashmun,  "  and  nearly  every  single  adult  person  in 
the  Colony,  has  the  means  of  employing  from  one  to  four 
native  labourers,  at  an  expense  of  from  four  to  six  dol- 
lars the  month  ;  and  several  of  the  settlers,  when  called 
upon  in  consequence  of  sudden  emergencies  of  the  pub- 
lic service,  have  made  repeated  advances  of  merchant- 
able produce,  to  the  amount  of  300  to  600  dollars  each.'' 

The  Managers  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  eflbrts  of 
the  Colonial  Agent  to  enlarge  the  Territory  of  Liberia, 
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and  particularly  to  bring  under  the  government  of  the 
Colony  a  more  extended  line  of  coast,  have  been  judi- 
cious and  energetic,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  result-' 
ed  in  complete  success.  From  Cape  Mount  to  Trade- 
town,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  Co° 
lonial  government  has  acquired  partial  jurisdiction. 
Four  of  the  most  important  Stations  on  this  tract,  in- 
cluding Montserado,  belong  to  the  Society,  either  by 
actual  purchase,  or  by  a  deed  of  perpetual  lease ;  and 
such  negotiations  have  been  entered  upon  with  the 
chiefs  of  the  country,  as  amount  to  a  preclusion  of  all 
Europeans  from  any  possessions  within  these  limits.  The 
fine  Territory  of  the  St.  Paul's,  now  occupied  by  settlers, 
was  described  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Society. 

The  Territory  of  Young  Sesters,  recently  ceded  to  the 
Society,  is  ninety  miles  south  of  Montserado,  in  the 
midst  of  a  very  productive  rice  country,  affording  also 
large  quantities  of  palm  oil,  camwood,  and  ivory.  The 
tract  granted  to  the  Colony,  includes  the  bed  of  the  Ses- 
ters river,  and  all  the  land  on  each  side,  to  the  distance 
of  half  a  league,  and  extending  longitudinally  from  the 
river's  mouth  to  its  source.  In  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  the  contract,  the  Chief  of  the  country  has  con-^ 
structed  a  commodious  store  house,  and  put  a  number  of 
labourers  sufficient  for  the  cultivation  of  a  rice  planta- 
tion of  forty  acres,  under  the  direction  of  a  respectable 
ColonjiSt,  who  takes  charge  of  the  establishment. 

The  right  of  use  and  occupancy  has  also  been  obtained 
to  a  region  of  country  on  the  south  branch  of  the  St.  John's 
river,  north  nine  miles  from  Young  Sesters,  and  the  trad- 
ing factory  established  there,  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  family  from  Monrovia,  has  already  proved  a  valua- 
ble source  of  income  to  the  Colony.     Rice  is  also  here  t© 
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be  cultivated,  and  the  Chief  who  cedes  the  territory, 
agrees  to  furnish  the  labour. 

The  upright  and  exemplary  conduct  of  the  individual 
at  the  head  of  this  establishment,  has  powerfully  im- 
pressed the  natives  with  the  superiority  of  civilized  and 
christian  men,  and  with  the  importance  of  inviting  them 
to  settle  in  their  country ;  and  consequently,  the  offer 
made  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the  purchase  of  Facto- 
ry Island,  has  been  accepted  by  its  proprietor.  This 
Island  is  in  the  river  St.  John's,  four  miles  from  its 
mouth,  from  five  to  six  miles  in  length,  and  one  third  of 
a  mile  in  breadth,  and  is  among  the  most  beautiful  and 
fertile  spots  in  Africa.  A  few  families  are  about  to  take 
up  their  residence  upon  it,  and  prepare  for  founding  a 
settlement,  "  which  cannot  fail,"  says  Mr.  Ashmun,  "in 
a  few  years,  to  be  second  to  no  other  in  the  Colony,  ex- 
cept Monrovia." 

Negotiations  are  also  in  progress  v>'ith  the  Chiefs  of 
Cape  Mount,  which,  if  successful,  will  secure  to  the 
Colony  the  whole  trade  of  that  station,   estimated  at 
S  50,000  per  annum,  and  may  ultimately  lead  to  its  an- 
nexation to  the  Territories  of  Liberia.    ''  The  whole 
country   between  Cape  Mount  and  Trade  Town,"  ob- 
serves  Mr.  Ashmun,  "  is  rich  in  soil  and  other  natural 
advantages,  and  capable  of  sustaining  a  numerous  and 
civilized  population  beyond  almost  any  other  country 
on  earth.     Leaving  the  sea-board,  the  traveller,  every 
where,  at  the  distance  of  a  very  few  miles,  enters  upon 
a  uniform  upland  country,  of  moderate  elevation,  inter- 
sected by  innumerable  rivulets,  abounding  in  springs  of 
unfailing  water,   and   covered  with  a  verdure  which 
knows  no  other  changes  except  those  which  refresh  and 
renew  its  beauties.     The  country  directly  on  the  se^j 
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although  verdant  and  fruitful  to  a  higli  degree,  is  found 
every  where  to  yield,  in  both  respects,  to  the  interiour." 

Much  progress  has  been  made  the  last  year,  in  the 
construction  of  public  buildings  and  works  of  defence, 
though,  with  adequate  supplies  of  lumber,  more  might 
doubtless  have  been  accomplished.  Two  handsome 
churches,  erected  solely  by  the  Colonists,  now  adorn  the 
village  of  Monrovia,  Fort  Stockton  has  been  rebuilt  in 
a  style  of  strength  and  beauty.  A  receptacle  capable  of 
accommodating  one  hundred  and  fifty  emigrants,is  com-* 
pleted.  The  New  Agency  House,  Market  House,  Lan- 
casterian  School,  and  Town  House  in  Monrovia,  were, 
some  months  since,  far  advanced,  and  the  finishing 
strokes  were  about  to  be  given  to  the  Government  House 
on  the  St.  Paul's.  The  wing  of  the  Old  Agency  House 
has  been  "handsomely  fitted  up  for  the  Colonial  Library, 
which  now  consists  of  liiOO  volumes  systematically  ar- 
ranged in  glazed  cases,  with  appropriate  hangings.  All 
the  books  are  substantially  covered,  and  accurately  la- 
belled ;  and  files  of  more  than  ten  newspapers,  more  of 
less  complete,  are  preserved.  The  library  is  fitted  up 
so  as  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  reading  room,  and  it  is 
intended  to  make  it  a  museum  of  all  the  natural  curiosi- 
ties of  Africa,  which  can  be  procured." 

No  efforts  have  been  spared  to  place  the  Colony  in  a 
state  of  adequate  defence,  and  while  it  is  regarded  as 
perfectly  secure  from  the  native  forces,  it  is  hoped  and 
believed  that  it  may  sustain  itself  against  any  piratical 
assaults.  "  The  establishment  has  fifteen  large  carriage 
guns  and  three  small  pivot  guns,  all  fit  for  service." 
Fort  Stockton  overlooks  the  whole  town  of  Monrovia,, 
^nd  a  strong  double  battery  is  now  building  on  the  height 
of  Thompson  Town,  near  the  extremity  of  the  Cape. 
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which  it  is  thought  will  afford  protection  to  vessels  an- 
choring in  the  roadstead.     The   militia  of  the  Colony 
consists  of  two  corps  appropriately  uniformed,  one  of 
Artillery  of   about  fifty  men,  the  other    of   Infantry 
of  forty  men,  and  on  various  occasions  have  they  proved 
themselves  deficient  neither  in  discipline  or  courage.* 
It  is  impossible  for  the  Managers  to  express  the  regret 
excited  by  the  reflection  that  the  system  of  education  in 
the  Colony,  second  as  it  is  to  no  one  of  its  interests,  is 
extremely  defective,  and  that  the  best  endeavours  to  im- 
prove it  have,  for  the  present,  been  arrested  by  the  or- 
dinations of  an  all  wise  but  mysterious  Providence.    Se- 
veral primary  schools  continue  in. operation,  but  the 
ability  of  the  teachers  is  only  equal  to  the  communica- 
tion of  the  mere  rudiments  of  knowledge.     The  plan  of 
instruction  commenced  by  the  Rev.  Mr.   Holton,  pro- 
mised inestimable  benefits,  but  his  sudden  and  lamented 
decease  has  shaded  the  prospect  which  seemed  so  fairly 
opening,  for  the  intellectual  improvement  of  the  Colony. 
It  is  hoped,  that  men  of  colour  may  be  found,  qualified 
to  act  in  the  capacity  of  teachers,  and  thus  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  so  sad  a  disappointment.     Regarding  this 
subject  as  one  of  vital  interest,  the  Managers  will  not 
fail  to  give  to  it  the  most  sedulous  and  unremitted  atten- 
tion. 

It  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  fail  to  awaken  in  this  Meet- 
ing the  deepest  concern,  that  the  records  of  the  Colony 
afford  abundant  and  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  undi-, 
minished  extent  and  atrocity  of  the  African  Slave  Trade. 
From  eight  to  ten,  and  even  fifteen  vessels  have  been  en- 
gaged at  the  same  time  in  this  odious  trafiic,  almost  within 

*'■  Note  E, 
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reach  of  the  guns  of  Liberia  ;  and  as  late  as  July,  1825, 
there  were  "  existing  contracts  for  eight  hundred  slaves^ 
to  be  furnished  in  the  short  space  of  four  months," 
within  eight  miles  of  Monrovia.  Four  hundred  of  these 
were  to  be  purchased  for  two  American  slavers.  A  boat 
belonging  to  a  Frenchman,  having  on  board  twenty  six 
slaves,  all  in  irons,  was,  in  September,  1825,  upset  in 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Paul's,  and  twenty  of  their  num- 
ber perished.  This  is  one  of  the  lesser  scenes  of  tra- 
gedy, says  the  Colonial  Agent,  which  are  daily  acting  in 
this  wretched  country.  But  the  crimes  of  these  law- 
less invaders  of  human  liberty  are  not  confined  to  their 
acknowledged  profession  ;  they  defy  the  laws  of  all  civi- 
lized nations,  and  engage  in  every  species  of  piracy. 

The  crew  of  a  Spanish  schooner  recently  boarded  and 
robbed  an  English  brig,  lying  at  anchor  off  Cape  Mont- 
serado,  the  captain  of  the  latter,  being  at  the  time  in 
Monrovia.     The  aid  of  the  Colonial  Agent  was  invoked 
for  the   punishment  of   the  offence,  who  felt  himself 
obliged,  from  regard  to  his  own  safety,  not  to  leave  Un- 
noticed so  flagrant  a  violation   of  the   law  of   nations. 
The  offer  of  a  number  of  the  Colonial  militia,  to  proceed 
immediately  to  take  possession  of  the  factory  built  by 
the  master  of  the  piratical  vessel,  a  few  miles  from  Mon- 
rovia, was  accepted,  and  the  expedition  resulted  in   the 
capture  of  fourteen  slaves,  and  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  establishment.     A  few  of  the  poor  Africans  thus 
relieved  from  their  manacles,  ignorant  of  the  language 
of  the  settlement,  and  unable  to  appreciate  the  motives 
which  led  to  their  capture,  and  the  benevolence  which 
was  still  operating  for  their  benefit,   fled  from  the  Colo- 
ny, and  were  soon  after  taken  by  the  natives,  and  sold  to 
«,  Frenchman  who  was  then  employed  in  purchasing 
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slaves  on  the  St.  Paul's.  When  their  situation  was  made 
known,  the  Colonial  Agent  demanded  that  they  should 
immediately  be  delivered  over  to  the  authorities  of  the 
Colony.  A  peremptory  refusal  having  been  made  to 
this  demand,  it  was  judged  necessary  to  attempt  their 
recovery  by  force,  which  was  speedily  effected,  and  pos- 
session at  the  same  time  obtained  of  the  whole  number 
of  slaves  at  the  factory,  amounting  in  all  to  ninety-nine. 

About  the  same  time,  two  or  three  others  of  these  re- 
captured Africans,  w'ho  had  escaped  from  the  Colony, 
were  conveyed  by  the  natives  to  a  factory  at  Trade 
Town,  a  slave  mart,  100  miles  South  of  Cape  Montse- 
rado,  and  the  most  notorious  one  existing  between  Cape 
Palmas  and  Sierra  Leone. 

An  effort  to  recover  these  individuals  peaceably  prov- 
ed entirely  unsuccessful.  It  was  known  also,  that  one 
of  the  three  vessels,  then  waiting  for  their  complement 
of  slaves  at  Trade  Town,  had  committed  various  pira« 
tical  acts  since  her  arrival  on  the  Coast.  Justified,  there- 
fore, as  w  as  believed,  by  those  principles  of  right  which 
ought  to  govern  all  human  actions,  the  Agent,  attended 
with  thirty-two  voJunteers  from  the  Colony,  assisted  by 
the  Colombian  armed  schooner  Jacinta,  Captain  Chase, 
immediately  embarked  for  Trade  Town,  detained  the 
two  vessels,  (the  third  having  been  previously  captured 
by  a  French  brig  of  war)  effected  a  landing,  seized  fifty- 
three  slaves,  and  reduced  all  the  stores  and  buildings  of 
the  factory  to  ashes. 

These  bold  and  energetic  measures  have  done  much 
towards  the  exclusion  of  the  Slave  Trade  from  this  part 
of  Africa,  and  have  indeed  banished  it  entirely  (at  least 
for  the  present)  from  the  whole  district  of  country  be- 
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tween  Cape  Mount  and  Trade  Town.*  But  the  Mai- 
nagers  cannot  hope  that  a  traffic  so  long  established ,  so 
gainful,  so  extensive,  and  which  enlists  in  its  support,  so 
many  of  the  deep  and  malignant  vices  of  the  heart,  will 
be  exterminated,  without  more  decided  and  combined 
measures,  than  have  ever  yet  been  adopted  by  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Christain  world. 

The  influence  of  the  Colony  with  the  natives,  is  great 
and  increasing,  and  resulting  as  it  does,  principally,  from 
the  integi'ity  and  kindness  manifested  towards  them  by 
the  Colonial  Government  in  all  its  transactions,  may  be 
expected  to  be  permanent.  They  begin  to  feel  the  su- 
perior advantages  of  civilized  life,  and  to  secure  through 
the  settlement,  by  lawful  trade,  those  articles  which  were 
formerly  acquired,  only  by  the  sale  of  their  brethren. 
"No  man  of  the  least  consideration  in  the  country," 
says  Mr.  Ashmun,  "  will  desist  from  his  importunities, 
until  one,  at  least,  of  his  sons  is  fixed  in  some  settler's 
family.  We  have  their  confidence  and  friendship,  an4 
these  built  on  the  fullest  conviction,  that  we  are  incapa- 
ble  of  betraying  the  one,  or  violating  the  other." 

Here  the  Managers  pause,  to  pay  a  mournful  and  af- 
fectionate tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  dead. 
The  Rev.  Horace  Sessions,  the  Rev.  Calvin  Holton,  and 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Force ;  the  two  former  Agents  of  the 
Society,  and  the  latter  employed  as  printer  for  the  Afri- 
«an  Colony,  have  been  called  from  the  field  of  toil  on 
which  they  had  but  just  commenced  exertions  most  ho- 
nourable to  themselves,  and  useful  to  the  Society,  to  the 
invisible  and  eternal  world.  Mr.  Sessions  superintended 
the  embarkation  of  the  emigrants  by  the  Vine,  and  ac- 
companied them  to  Liberia,  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  in- 
formation which  might  enable  him  more  successfully  to 

*  Note  F. 
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prosecute  an  Agency  for  the  Society  in  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Holton  had  devoted  himself,  with  a  martyr's  spirit, 
to  Africa,  and  his  instructions  and  missionary  labours  in 
the  Colony,  promised  greatly  to  advance  its  literary, 
moral,  and  religious  interests.  But  the  will  of  Heaven 
has  removed  them,  and  to  that  will  it  becomes  us  to  bow, 
in  humble  confidence,  that  He  who  prepared  them  for 
usefulness  in  life,  will  not  leave  to  perish,  the  influence 
©f  their  example. 

The  events  which  have  occurred  in  the  United  States 
during  the  year,  favourable  to  this"  Institution,  are  too 
numerous  to  be  given  in  detail,  and  too  important  to  be 
left  unnoticed.  They  have  been  such  as  must  confirm 
the  faith  of  the  wavering,  strengthen  the  confidence  of 
the  irresolute,  and  stimulate  the  decided  friends  of  our 
cause  to  higher  and  nobler  exertions. 

The  number  of  subscribers  to  the  African  Repository 
and  Colonial  Journal,  has  very  much  increased,  and  it  is 
circulated  at  present  in  nearly  every  State  of  the  Union. 

The  Managers  have  heard  with  pleasure,  that  an  In- 
stitution denominated  the  Kosciusko  school,  has  been 
founded  in  New  Jersey,  and  that  one  of  its  prominent 
objects  is  to  qualify  young  men  of  colour  for  usefulness 
in  Liberia.  The  name  of  Kosciusko  is  associated  with 
this  school,  in  honor  of  that  illustrious  individual,  who, 
on  his  final  departure  from  America,  intrusted  to  Mr. 
Jefferson  a  fund  to  be  applied  by  him  to  the  purchase 
and  education  of  African  slaves,  which  fund  is,  on  cer- 
tain conditions,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  this 
Seminary,  which  will  long  stand,  we  trust,  a  monument 
of  the  charity  of  that  noble  foreigner,  whose  valour  and 
services,  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity,  are  re- 
vered throughout  our  country  and  the  civilized  v/9rVL 
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The  Free  People  of  Colour  are  becoming  more  gene- 
'  rally  and  decidedly  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  So- 
ftiety,  and  many  of  the  best  informed  and  most  indus- 
trious, have  resolved  upon  an  early  removal  to  Liberia. 
In  Baltimore,  they  have  recently,  in  a  memorial  to  the 
whites,  implored  the  means  of  emigration,  and  expressed 
their  full  conviction  of  the  benevolence  and  wisdom  of 
the  plans  of  the  Society.* 

The  Clergy  of  nearly  all  denominations  have  taken 
occasion,  on  the  Anniversary  of  our  National  Indepen- 
dence, oi*on  the  Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  suc- 
ceeding that  day,  to  explain  to  their  Congregations  our 
design,  and  solicit  contributions  in  its  behalf,  the  amount 
of  which  has,  it  is  believed,  exceeded  any  similar  collec- 
tions in  former  years. 

The  brig  Doris  is  now  preparing  to  sail  to  Liberia, 
with  a  considerable  number  of  emigrants,  most  of  whom 
are  from  North  Carolina.  • 

The  Reports  of  the  Agents  employed  by  the  Society 
in  diiferent  sections  of  the  country,  are  of  the  most  en- 
eouraging  character,  and  prove,  that  a  deep,  rapid,  and 
extensive  change,  favourable  to  the  interests  of  this  In- 
stitution, is  taking  place  in  the  public  mind.  More 
than  twenty  Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  formed  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  Among  these,  is  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which,  from 
its  situation,  (Philadelphia,)  the  energy  with  which 
it  has  commenced  operation,  and  the  liberality  which 
has  thus  eaij-ly  been  evinced  in  its  support,  may  be  ex- 
pected to  act  very  effectively  in  aid  of  our  cause. 

The  Managers  are  peculiarly  gratified  to  know,  that 
the  citizens  of  the  Western  States  begin  highly  to  ap- 

*  No*?  Pf. 


49 

preciate  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  that  they  are 
ahnost  unanimously  disposed  to  countenance  and  sustain 
them.  They  have  this  day  received  intelligence  of 
the  organization  of  a  State  Society  in  Ohio,  under  cir- 
cumstances so  cheering,  as  to  justify  the  prediction,  that 
it  will  prove  among  the  most  important  Auxiliaries  in 
the  Union. 

In  conclusion,  may  not  the  Managers  be  permitted  to 
express  the  hope,  that  this  work,  so  auspiciously  com- 
menced, but  for  the  completion  of  which,  private  chari- 
ty must  prove  inadequate,  appealing,  as  it  does,  equally 
to  our  duty  and  interest — to  the  Christian,  who  recog- 
nizes in  man,  wherever  he  is  found,  an  heir  of  immor- 
tality— to  the  Statesman,  who  would  build  up  his  coun- 
try's glory  on  her  justice  and  magnanimity, — may  be  re- 
garded as  strictly  national,  worthy  of  the  most  earnest 
attention  and  liberal  patronage  of  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States,  and  of  the  Federal  Government. 
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Tilt  Amtrican  Colonization  Society  in  Account  Current  with 
chard  Smithy  Treasurer. 

1826. 
Feb. 


March 


May 


1, 

23, 
27, 
28, 
11, 

13, 


April      1, 


25, 
14, 

24, 


June     12, 


July 


8, 
12, 

13, 
15, 


26, 


Aug.       2, 


14, 
21, 


To  J.  MThail's  draft,         ....     §1,001 

«    R.Beveridge&Co.do,       .           ,           .  250 

«           Do.            .            .           .           ,           ,.  321 

«    H.  Sessions,            -            .            .            .  750 

««           Do.            ....           .  800 

«    J.  C.  Dunn,             .           ^           ,           ^  32 

"    J.  Dodds,           .           •.          •           •           •  28 

«    R.  R.  Gurley,         ....  15 

"    J.  Kennedy,       .....  77 

"    J.  A.  Kennedy,  for  postage,           .           .  24 

"    G.  A.  Peaco,  salary,       ....  150 

«    J.  Ashmun's  draft,               .            ,            ,.  183 

«     Davis  &  Force,              .            .            .            .  241 

«    R.  K,  Gurley,          ....  100 

«♦     G.  S.  Oldfield,  for  freight  out  and  home,  and  passage 

of  emigrants  to  Liberia,  in  ship  Indian  Chie^  4,500 

«    R.  R.  Gurley,                  ....  6 

"    Messrs.  Gales  &  Hawley,               ,           .  50 
«    Messrs.  Way  &  Gideon,           ,           .            .500 

•«    Messrs.  Gales  &  Seaton,                 .           .  10 

f    J.  Dodds,           .....  22 

«    John  Kennedy,        ....  47 

"    King  &  Tyson,              .            .            ,            ,  631 

"    J.  A.  Kennedy,  postage,                ,           ,  33 

"    B.  Ferguson,                 ....  60 

>«    J.  Ashmun's  draft,  for  books  and  thermometer^  30 

"    P.  Thompson,              .           .           ,            .  22 

"    Rev.  W.  Hawley,  ac.  J.  Ashmun,               .  200 

«    H.  Sessions's  draft,      ....  750 

"    John  Kennedy,                  ,           ,           .  93 

«    R.  R.  Gurley,               .            ,            ,            .  40 

■*    B.  M.  Miller,         ....  50 

"    J.  Ashmun,                 ,            .            «            ,  173 

»    D.  R.  Harrison,                 ...  55 

«    J.  W.  Peaco,  salary,              .           .           ^  150 

«    R.R.Gurleys                  ...  200 


5T 

03 
03 


75 
40 
33 


68 


81 


42 


Camsd  forwerd,    $11,600  18 


Amount  brought  over,       $  11,600  18 
1836. 

Aug.    28,    "  Rev.  Mr.  Peers,             .           .           ,           ,  50 

29,  ««  R.R.Gurley,  expenses  to  New  York,  37  35 
31,    «  H.  Sessions's  draft,                    .           .            ,  778-59 

"  Ropes,  Reed,  &  Co.             ,           .           .  150 

^  Loss  on  notes,                .           ,           „           ,  2  23 

Sept,      §,    «  J.  McPhail,                   ....  600 

«  Rev.  W.  Hawley,  on  ac.  of  Mr.  Ashmuii,  100 

12,    «  Way  &  Gideon,              .            .            .            ^  145  OS 

«  R.  R,  Gurley,            .            .            .            ,  104 

Oct.        5,    "  Way  &  Gideon,              ...»  500 

««  G.  W,  Peaco,  salary,            ,           ,           ,  150 

«  J.  A.  Kennedy,  postage,             ,            ,            .  33  77 

30,  "  John  Kennedy,         .           .            ,           ,  117  23 
Nov.    4,       "  Note  paid  to  Bank,               .           .            .  400 

««  R.  R.  Gurley,                  .           ,          .           .  40 

«  Loss  on  the  draft  ofthe  Friends  in  N.Carolina,  20 

27,    «•  J.  Ashmun's  draft,          ....  185  72 

<«  R.  R.  Gurley,  draft  to  E.  Ralston,  Esq.        .  100 

DeCs      4,     «*  J.  Ashman's  draft,          .            .            »            .  152  75 

%    ««  Loss  in  exchange  of  foreign  notes,              .  6 

««  R.  R.  Gurley,                  <=            »            .            .  80 

"  D.  M.  Harrison,        ,.            ^            ,            ,  60 

"  Rev.  W.  Hawley,          »           .           .           ,  s 

"           Do.               ac.  J,  Ashmun,                .  400 

®  J.  Ashmun's  draft,         <.           «           .           ,  352  03 

14,    «  F.  R.  Kennedy,               .            ,            .            ,  20  40 

111  81 
547  11 
lOO 

18  20 
400 
65 
32  50 

2 
250 
1,246  93 

^  18,963  87 


16, 
25, 
1827. 

a 

John  Kennedy,         ,» 
Way  &  Gideon, 
John  Kennedy, 

Jan.       5, 

15, 

It 

Postages  on  letters  to  R.  Smith,  Treasurer, 
B.  Brand,            .            ,            ,            , 

a 

B.O.  Peers, 

Feb,      3, 

u 
it 

J.  A  Kennedy,  postage, 
Mr,  Nott, 

R.  R.  Gurley,  salary,                 .           , 
Balances  including  $  66  in  sounterfeits, 

53 


Supra  CR. 

1826. 
Jan.      26,    By  Balance  on  hand,  including  $  44  of  counterfeits,      3,393  16 
J^ai'ch  30,    «'    Amount  of  contributions,  as  published  in  tlie  Rep.    2,429  94 
«    Proceeds  of  loan  from  Bank,  .  .  395  73 

May  24,  "  Amount  from  Navy  Department,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  freight  on  supplies  sent  in  the  ship 
Indian  Chief,  for  the  captured  Africans,  3.000 

Sept.    30,    "    Amount  of  contributions  as  published  in 

Repository,        ....  4,361  48 

Deduct  this  sum,  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  actual  collection  in  the 
church  at  Parsippany,  N.  J.  and  that 

reported, 63 

3,298  48 

Dec.       2,    "    Proceeds  of  loan  from  Bank,  .  .  395  73 

31,    "    Amount  of  contributions    as  published 

in  the  Repository,      .        .        ,  3,430  17 

Deduct  this  sum,  retained  as  commission, 
by  John  French,        ,        .        .        .        36  93 

3,393  24 

1827. 
Jan.      SI,    •*    Amount  of  contributions,  as  published  in 

the  Repository,  ....  1,658  59 


*  18,963  87 


1827. 
Feb.      3,  By  balance,  including  66  dollars  in  counterfeits,        .    g  1,246  93 


Note  Jl, 

The  conduct  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  during  the  prepara- 
tions for  the  Vine's  departure,  was  worthy  of  the  high  character 
they  have  acquired  for  liberality  towards  the  various  benevolent 
institutions  of  the  age.  We  refer  our  readers,  for  particulars,  to 
the  concluding  article  in  the  Appendix  of  our  Report  of  the  last 
year. 


Note  B. 


*'  I  am  certainly  justified  in  the  assertion  that  very  few  even  of 
the  most  indolent  minds  amongst  us,  have  not  clear  and  precise 
ideas  of  our  system.  The  last  annual  election  of  Colonial  offi- 
cers in  August,  was  distinguished  by  a  dispassionate  intelligence 
of  selection,  which  afforded  the  best  pledge  of  the  kind  yet  given, 
of  the  increasing  competency  of  the  people  for  self-government. 
The  election  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  such  men  to  the  offi- 
ces of  the  Colony,  as  not  only  possess  the  essential  qualifications 
for  a  proper  discharge  of  their  functions,  but  who  were  known  to 
be  entirely  disposed  to  a  cordial  co-operation  with  their  Agent. — 
The  civil  prerogatives  and  government  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
body  of  laws  by  which  they  are  respectively  secured  and  adminis- 
tered, are  the  pride  of  all.  Former  experience  has  convinced 
them  of  the  absurdity  of  straining  a  point  of  personal  indepen- 
dence to  such  lengths  as  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  lav/s,  or  im- 
pede the  energetic  movements  of  the  executive  arm. — The  first 
appearance  of  such  turbulent  examples  (and  every  expedition  from 
the  United  States  furnishes  several)  is  now  seen  to  excite  disgust, 
and  awaken  a  general  sentiment  of  derision  and  opposition^  which 
seldom  fails  more  effectually  to  instruct  and  cure  the  ignorance 
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and  perversity  against  which  it  is  directed,  than  the  coercive  pow- 
er of  law  itself. 

"  The  litigious  practices  of  the  first  and  second  years  of  the  Co- 
lony, have  been  so  far  reformed  by  the  accession  of  more  friendly 
feelings,  and  correcter  ideas  of  moral  justice,  amongst  the  Colo- 
nists, as,  for  some  months  past,  to  have  left  the  courts  of  justice 
little  else  to  do,  but  to  verify  transfers  of  property,  and  announce, 
in  cases  of  difficulty,  the  just  construction  of  the  laws. 

"  In  the  punishment  of  oftences,  the  most  lenient  maxims  of  mo- 
dern jurisprudence  have  been  observed,  by  way  of  experiment  on 
human  nature,  in  that  particular  modification  of  it  exhibited  by 
the  population  of  this  Colony." 


■Note  C. 


Many  of  the  early  emigrants  to  Liberia  were  among  the  most 
distinguished  of  their  class,  for  intelligence  and  piety  in  the 
United  States.  They  did  not  embark  in  tJie  difficult  and  doubt- 
ful enterprize  of  founding  a  Colony,  without  reflection.  They 
were  prepared  to  meet  the  obstacles  which  must  be  surmounted, 
and  to  endure  the  trials  whicli  were  inevitable.  Speaking  of  the 
early  events  of  the  Colonial  History,  Mr.  Ashmun  observes, 

"  To  arrive  at  tlie  remote  spot  on  which  these  humble  scenes 
were  transacted,  I  must  tax  the  reader's  imagination  with  a  flight 
across  the  Atlantic  ocean,  which,  by  limiting  the  circle  of  his  or- 
dinary avocations,  may  hitherto  have  bounded  the  range  of  his 
liveliest  sensibilities.  I  must  send  it  far  from  the  polished  and 
populous  districts  of  European  and  Asian  refinement — beyond 
the  habitations  of  civilized  man — to  the  least  frequented  recess  of 
a  coast  almost  the  least  frequented  on  the  globe.  On  this  spot,  a 
handful  of  coloured  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  in  whose 
bosoms  the  examples  of  history  had  never  kindled  the  fire  of  emu- 
lation— ^whose  only  philosophy  had  been  acquired  from  a  series  of 
dispiriting  conflicts  with  every  form  of  physical  and  moral  adver- 
sity— and  whose  prospects,  at  that  moment,  were  as  dark  and  ap- 
palling, as  the  memory  of  the  past  was  embittered — ejected  from 
the  land  of  their  birth, — hostility,  famine,  and  destruction  mena- 
cmg  them  in  that  of  their  adoption:  such  is  the  humble  character 
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of  the  individuals,  and  equally  humble  is  the  scenery  and  the  ac- 
tion which  are  to  enliven  the  incidents  of  this  narrative." 

Yet  amid  scenes  like  these,  the  religion  of  these  settlers  did 
not  die.  It  appeared  to  take  deeper  root  in  the  storm,  and  not 
only  sustained  its  professors,  but  pervaded  the  minds  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  community. 

••Under  the  second  division  of  the  articje  of  information,  al- 
ready in  part  anticipated,  it  is  a  circumstance  to  me,  and  I  trust 
will  prove  to  the  Society,  more  substantially  satisfactoiy  than  any 
others  I  have  to  communicate:  that  their  Colony  is  in  deed  and 
reality  a  Christian  community.  The  Holy  Author  of  our  religion 
and  salvation,  has  made  the  hearts  of  a  large  proportion  of  these 
people  the  temples  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  The  faith  of  the  ever- 
lasting Gospel,  with  an  evidence  and  strength  which  nothing  short 
of  the  power  of  the  Almighty  can  produce  or  sustain,  has  become  the 
animating  spring  of  action,  the  daily  rule  of  life,  the  source  of  im- 
mortal hope  and  ineftable  enjoyment,  to  a  large  proportion  of  your 
Colonists.  God  is  known  in  his  true  character — his  worship  is 
celebrated  in  its  purity — the  doctrines  of  salvation  are  received 
in  their  genuine  simplicity  by  very  many.  Occurrences  of  a  fa- 
vourable or  depressing  aspect  are  regarded  as  dispensations  of  th© 
Almighty,  and  followed  with  correspondent  feelings  of  gratitude 
or  humiliation.  Tears  of  atfectionate  joy  or  sorrow  are  often 
seen  to  flow  in  the  house  of  God,  from  hearts  silently  melting  un- 
der the  searching  influence  of  his  word. — I  have  seen  the  proudest 
and  prolanest  foreigners  that  ever  visited  the  Colony,  trembling 
with  amazement  and  conviction,  almost  literally  in  the  descrip- 
tive phraseology  of  St.  Paul,  'find  the  secrets  of  their  hearts 
made  manifest,  and  falling  down  upon  their  faces,  worship  God, 
and  report  that  God  is  in  the  midst'  of  this  people  '  of  a  truth. ' 

*'  These  facts  I  have  judged  it  my  duty  to  state,  to  the  praise 
©f  that  God  to  whom  we  are  entirely  indebted  for  so  precious  a 
testimony  of  his  favour, — and  for  the  information  of  thousands  in 
the  United  States,  to  whose  prayers  and  pious  attentions  we  may, 
under  the  Most  High,  refer  it. — I  am  not  insensible  of  the  deli- 
cacy and  responsibility  attending  the  publication  of  a  statement 
of  this  nature;  and  of  the  great  danger  a  more  cautious  pen  thac 
mine  might  inc\ir,  of  communicating  on  it,  either  too  little  or  toe. 
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much.     But  as  the  grand  secret  of  the  improving  circumstance?- 
of  this  Colony, — of  the  respect  it  commands  without,  and  of  the: 
happiness,  order,  and  industry  which  reigns  within  it,  is  wrapped 
up  in  the  controlling  influence  of  religion  on  the  temper  and  habits 
of  the  people,  I  should  greatly  wrong  the  cause  of  truth,  by  sup- 
pressing or  too  lightly  passing  by,  a  topic  of  such  leading  impor- 
tance.    The  precious  hopes  of  an  immortality  of  vigorous  and 
beatific  existence  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the  Redeemer,  are 
no  inefficient  principles  of  action  and  of  happiness  in  the  human 
mind,  even  in  the  midst  of  this  mixed  and  tumultuous  life:  and 
they  have  attended  and  sustained  a  large  number  whom  Provi- 
dence has  taken  from  us,  till  they  passed  rejoicing,  the  limits  of 
mortality,  and  left  us  in  tears.     Many  more  are  now  waiting,  full 
of  the  same  '  glorious  hopes,'  for  the  final  summons  of  their  Hea- 
venly Master. — And  shall  it  ever  be,  that  a  torrent  of  infidelity, 
heresy,  qr  in-eligion,  shall,  in  judgment  for  our  ingratitude,  find 
its  way  from  the  dark  caverns  of  hell  to  this  consecrated  retreat 
of  the  humble  worshippers  of  God;  and  convert  to  amoral  waste, 
a  young  plantation  which  He  condescends  himself  to  water  and 
to  keep!" 


Note  D. 


A  house  in  Baltimore  is  about  to  commence  trade  with  Liberia^ 
and  we  hope  will  find  sufficient  inducements  to  prosecute  it.  Pro- 
bably no  station  on  the  whole  western  coast  of  Africa  is  more  fa- 
vourable to  a  profitable  traffic  with  the  interiour  than  Montserado. 
Its  rapidly  increasing  commerce  augurs  well  for  its  prosperityt 
and  by  affording  very  strong  motives  to  companies  for  trade 
to  send  out  their  vessels,  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  facilities 
for  ^migratbn,  and  consequently,,  to  the  augmentation  of  its  mxm- 
bers. 


Note  E. 


In  a  war  with  the  native  tribes,  during  the  very  first  year  of 
the  Coloiay's  existence,  the  members  of  the  settlement,  instruct- 
ed and  directed  in  their  operations  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  evinced  a  de- 
gree of  energy  and  courage,  which  has  not  perhaps  been  exceeded 
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m  the  annals  of  the  world.  Since  their  military  organization  has 
been  improved,  and  their  numbers  augmented,  they  have  shown 
themselves  among  the  firmest  and  bravest  of  men.  To  justify 
this  assertion,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  extremely  interesting  and 
able  papers  furnished  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  many  of  which  have  been 
publislied. 


Note  F. 


In  Sir  George  Collier's  report  to  the  British  Goveniment,  on 
the  Slave  Trade,  in  1821,  we  find  the  following  statement:  "I  am 
<|uite  satisfied,  as  suits  the  views  of  the  Spanish  slaving  schoon- 
ers, they  at  one  time  act  as  pirates  against  all  vessels;  then,  un- 
der the  flag  of  Artigas,  as  South  American  cruizers;  and  then, 
when  it  shall  better  serve  them,  return  to  the  practice  of  slaving^ 
and  a  vessel  under  the  South  American  flag,  professing  herself  a 
cruizer,  may  wait  a  cargo  of  slaves  off  the  port  where  they  may  be 
collecting,  without  power  on  the  part  of  a  British  officer  to  prevent 
her  doing  so,  but  at  the  risk  of  his  ruin."  The  African  Institution, 
in  their  report  for  1824,  have  the  following  remarks  in  reference  to 
the  Spanish  Slave  Trade:  "It  is  now  made  the  law  of  Spain,  that 
all  captains,  masters,  and  pilots  of  Spanish  vessels,  who  purchase 
negroes  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  introduce  them  into  any  part  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  or  are  found  with  slaves  on  board  their  ves- 
sels, shall  lose  their  vessels,  and  be  sentenced  to  ten  yearfe  hard 
labour  on  the  public  works.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  penal- 
ties should  be  so  limited  in  their  operation.  They  ought  to  extend 
to  all  Spanish  subjects  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade  as  principals  or 
agents. " 

"The  importation  of  slaves  into  Cuba,  is  chiefly  effected  under 
the  French  and  Portuguese  flags;  but  notwithstanding  the  risks 
attending  it,  and  the  penal  inflictions  denounced  against  it,  the 
Spanish  flag  also,  is  still  employed  in  this  proscribed  traffic.  And, 
in  proportion  to  the  risks,  the  desperate  audacity  of  the  criminal's 
appears  to  have  increased.  They  proceed  strongly  armed,  to  car- 
ry on  their  work  of  rapine  and  blood  on  the  coast;  and  some  of 
them  have  not  been  captured  without  a  severe  conflict  with  the 
British  boats,  attended  by  the  loss  of  lives,  and  involving  all  the 
guilt  of  murder  and  piracy." 
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Note,G, 

A  very  able  and  intei'esting  memorial  has  recently  been  address.- 
ed  by  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  Baltimore,  to  the  citizens  of 
that  place,  imploring  the  means  of  emigration  to  Liberia.  It  has 
excited  strong  feelings  in  their  favour,  and  it  is  expected  that,  a  bill 
appropriating  one  thousand  dollars  annually  for  such  a  purpose, 
will  pass  both  Houses  of  the  State  Legislature.  Such  a  bill  has 
been  adopted  in  the  House  of  Delegates. 

RESOLUTIONS  ADOPTED  BY  VARIOUS  RELIGIOUS  AND   LEGISLATIVE 
BODIES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

"  Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  have  repeatedly 
sought  to  obtain  an  asylum,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
for  such  persons  of  colour  as  had  been,  or  might  be  emancipated 
wnder  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  but  have  hitherto  found  all 
their  etforts  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  purpose, 
frustrated,  either  by  the  disturbed  state  of  other  nations,  or  do- 
mestic causes  equally  unpropitious  to  its  success: ' 

They  now  avail  themselves  of  a  period  when  peace  has  healed 
the  wounds  of  humanity,  and  the  principal  nations  of  Europe  have 
concurred  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  abolish- 
ing the  African  Slave  Trade,  (a  traffic  which  this  Commonwealth, 
both  before  and  since  the  Revolution,  zealously  sought  to  terrai- 
natej)  to  renew  this  etFort,  and  do  therefore  Resolve,  That  the  Exec- 
utive be  requested  to  corresjxind  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  Territory  upon  the  coast  of 
Africa,  or  at  some  other  place,  not  within  any  of  the  States  or 
Territorial  Governments  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as  an  asy- 
lum for  such  persons  of  colour  as  are  now  free,  and  may  desire  the 
same,  and  for  those  who  may  hereafter  be  emancipated,  within 
this  Commonwealth,  and  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  requested  to 
txert  their  best  efforts  to  aid  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  the  attainment  of  the  above  object:  Provided,  That  no  con- 
tract or  arrangement  respecting  such  Territory,  shall  be  obliga- 
tory on  this  Commonwealth,  until  ratified  by  the  Legislature. 

Passed -by  the  House  of  Delegates,  December  15th — by  the  Se- 
nate, with  an  amendment,  December  20th — concurred  in  by  the 
House  of  Delegates,  December  21,  1816. 
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The  folloioing  resolution  unanimously  passed  the  Legislature  of 

Maryland. 
BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES,  January  QQth,  1818.     * 
JResolvcd,  imanimQusly^  That  the   Governor  be   requested  to 
communicate  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  the  opinion  of  this  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  that  a  wise  and  provident  policy  suggests  the  ex- 
pediency, on  the  part  of  our  National  Government,  of  procuring, 
through  negotiation,  by  cession  or  purchase,  a  tract  of  country  on 
the  AVestern  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  colonization  of  the  Free  Peo- 
ple of  Colour  of  the  United  States. 
Bv  order: 

LOUIS  GASSAWAY,  clerk. 

Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  parts  of  said  memo- 
rials and  petitions  as  ask  this  General  Assembly  to  aid  the  Fede- 
ral Government  in  devising  and  executing  a  plan  for  colonizing, 
in  some  distant  country,  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  U.  States, 
is  reasonable,  and  for  the  purpose  of  eflecting  the  object  which 
they  have  in  view,  the  Committee  have  drafted  a  resolution,  which 
accompanies  this  report,  the  adoption  of  which  they  would  re- 
commend. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that- such  parts  of  said  memorials 
and  petitions  as  pray  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prohibit  the  bringing 
of  slaves  into,  or  through,  the  State,  for  sale,  as  well  as  those  parts 
which  pray  that  the  owners  of  slaves  of  certain  ages  and  descrip- 
tions, may  be  permitted  to  emancipate  them  without  giving  any 
security,  are  reasonable;  and  to  endeavour  to  accomplish  those 
objects,  they  have  drafted  a  bill,  which  accompanies  this  report, 
the  enacting  of  which  into  a  law,  the  Committee  also  recommend. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NATH.  WILLIS,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Willis,  from  the  same  Committee,  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  By  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
That  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  this  State,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed;  and  that  the  Representatives  be,  and  they  are 
kereby  requested,  to  give  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
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any  aid  in  their  power,  in  devising  and  carrying  into  eftect  a  plan 
which  may  have  for  its  object  the  colonizing,  in  some  distant  conn- 
i:ry,*the  Free  People  of  Colour  who  are  within  the  limits  of  the 
tJnited  States,  or  within  the  limits  of  any  of  their  Territories. 
By  New  Jersey — 1825. 

'■'■  jResolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,:  a  system 
of  foreign  colonization,  with  correspondent  measuros,  might  be 
adopted,  that  would,  in  due  time,  effect  the  entire  emancipation  of 
slaves  in  our  country,  and  furnish  an  asylum  for  the  free  blacks, 
ivithout  any  violation  of  the  national  compact,  or  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  individuals^  and  that  such  a  system  should  be  predi- 
cated upon  the  principle,  that  the  evil  of  slavery  is  a  national  one, 
and  that  the  People  and  the  States  of  this  Unioyi,  ought  mutually 
to  participate  in  the  duties  and  the  burdens  of  removing  itP 
By  Ohio— ISZ4. 

A  resolution  recommending  "the  gradual  but  entire  emancipa- 
tion of  slaves,  and  a  system  of  foreign  colonization;  and  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  by  the  General  Government,  with  the  consent  of  the 
shwe-holding  States,  providing  that  all  children  bojn  of  slaves 
thereafter,  be  free  at  the  age  of  21;  and  recognising  the  evil  of 
slavery  as  a  national  one,  and  the  principle  that  all  the  States 
should  share  in  the  duties  and  burdens  of  removing  it." 

By  Connecticut — 1824. 
•'-Resolved,  That  the  existence  of  slavery  in  the  United  States, 
is  a  great  national  evil,  and  that  the  People  and  the  States  ought  to 
participate  in  the  burdens  and  the  duties  of  removing  it,  by  all 
just  and  prudent  measures,  which  may  be  adopted  ivith  a  due  re- 
gard to  their  internal  peace  and  mutual  harmony;  and  that  a  sys- 
tem of  colonization,  under  the  patronage  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, may  reasonably  be  deemed  conducive  to  so  desirable  an  ob^ 
ject." 

January  16,  1827. 

'■'•  Resolved  by  the  General  .Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky,  That  they  view  with  deep  and  friendly  interest,  the 
exertions  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  establishing  an 
Asylum  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of 
the  United  States:  and  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
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Congress  from  this  State,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  to 
use  their  eftbrts  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  such  free  persons  of 
colour  as  may  desire  to  emigrate  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Colony  of  Africa,  and  to  insure  to  them  the  protection  and  patron- 
age of  the  General  Government,  so  far  as  shall  be  deemed  ccm- 
sistent  with  the  safety  and  interest  of  the  United  States. 

^''Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatives iji  Congress." 

Similar  resolutions  are  believed  to  have  been  adopted  by  the 
States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Illinois. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  Feb.  18th,  1825: 

^^  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  portion  of  the  existing  funded 
debt  of  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  public 
land  of  the  United  States  is  pledged,  shall  have  been  .paid  off, 
then,  and  thenceforth,  the  whole  of  the  public  land  of  tlie  United 
States,  with  the  nett  proceeds  of  all  future  sales  thereof,  shall 
constitute  or  form  a  fund,  which  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  is  pledged,  that  the  said  fund  shall 
be  inviolably  applied,  to  aid  the  emancipation  of  such  slaves, 
within  any  of  the  United  States,  and  aid  the  removal  of  such 
slaves,  and  the  removal  of  such  Free  People  of  Colour  in  any  of 
the  said  States,  as  by  the  laws  of  the  States  respectively,  may  be 
allowed  to  be  emancipated,  or  removed  to  any  territory  or  coiuitry 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  of  America. " 

The  following  by  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  March  2,  1825: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  required  to  ascertain 
the  probable  expense  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  a  portion 
of  the  country  lying  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  that  may  be 
'^v Citable  for  colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour^  the  best  routes 
across  the  Mountains,  arid  the  probable  cost  of  a  road  and  military 
post,  necessary  to  a  safe  communication  with  such  Colony,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
From  the  (Geo:):--^ipMU'i<Sy: 
At  a  called  session  of  the  Jackson  County  Auxiliary  Coloni- 
zation Society,  held  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1 825,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  offered  and  unanimously  adopted: 
Whereas,  it  is  obvious  that  tlie  present  is  an  age  of  gr^at  and 
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successful  experiment  and  enterprise,  all  having  the  melioration 
of  the  ccmdition  of  the  human  family  in  vievvj  and  whereas,  we 
do  believe  that  the  American  Colonii,ation  Society  may  be  justly 
ranked  with  the  greatest  means  employed  at  tliis  time,  with  a  view 
to  the  accomplishment  of  those  events  which  are  indispensable  as 
a  prelude  to  that  happy  day  (and  which  cannot  be  distant,)  when 
violence  and  oppression  shall  be  driven  from  the  world,  and  the 
"knowledg-e  of  God  shall  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the 
sea:" 

Therefore^  he  it  Resolved,  That  this  Society,  impelled  by  the 
foregoing  considerations  and  convictions,  and  in  anticipation  of 
final  success,  renew  to  each  other  the  solemn  pledge  of  fidelity  and 
perseverance  in  aiding  to  the  utmost  of  their  means  the  great  and 
laudable  enterprise  of  the  Parent  Society. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Society,  in  anticipating  the  approaching 
4th  of  July  next,  see  much  to  excite  their  love  and  gratitude  to 
God,  and  they  trust  in  a  just  proportion  their  love  to  their  fellow 
creatures  of  every  cast:  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  that  day 
be  set  apart  as  the  Bay  that  ushers  in  the  first  and  great  American 
Jubileej  and  that  so  far  as  the  members  of  this  Society  are  con- 
cerned, or  their  influence  extends,  to  loose  the  bands  of  labour  on 
that  day,  and  that  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Wm.  Pentecost, 
Hugh  Montgomery,  David  Boring,  Hosea  Camp,  and  Joseph 
Hampton,  be,  and  thej^  are  hereby  appointed  and  requested  to  open 
a  correspondence  with  such  persons  as  they  may  deem  most  friend-, 
ly  to  the  institution,  with  a  view  to  solicit  donations  in  behalf  and 
for  the  use  of  the  Parent  Society,  and  to  call  their  attention  to  the 
expediency  of  forming  Auxiliaries;  and  that  they  also  avail  them- 
selve§  of  the  advantages  of  that  auspicious  day,  in  soliciting  dona- 
tions for  the  use  of  what  we  do  not  scruple  to  call,  one  of  the 
greatest  enterprises. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Society,  that  the 
cause  in  which  the  American  ^Colonization  Society  is  engaged,  is 
National,  and  therefore  requires  and  merits  National  aid;  they 
consequently  look  with  anxious  anticipation  to  the  National  and 
State  Governments,  for  their  efficient  co-operation,  and  to  Auxili- 
aries and  individuals  for  more  liberal  contributions. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Society  transmit  to 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
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ciety,  all  the  money  in  his  hands,  except  so  much  as  may  be  ne« 
ccssarily  retained  for  incidental  expenses,  and  report  to  the  So^ 
ciety  at  the  next  meeting. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  day  be  transmitted  to 
the  editors  of  The  Missionary  for  publication. 

6.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  Society  now  adjourn  to  the  first  Satur^ 
day  in  September  next. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes; 

W.  PENTECOST,  Secretary^  p.  t. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  preceding  sheet  was  struck  off  before  we  received  the 
preamble  which  preceded  the  Kentucky  resolution.  We  insert 
here  the  preamble,  also  the  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  Delaware,  February  Sth,  1827. 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  have  had  that  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  now  report: 

"  That  upon  due  consideration  of  the  said  memorial,  and  from  all 
other  information  which  your  Committee  has  obtained,  touching 
that  subject,  they  are  fully  satisfied  that  no  jealousies  ought  to 
exist,  on  the  part  of  this  or  any  other  slave-holding  State,  respect- 
ing the  objects  of  this  Society,  or  the  effects  of  its  labours. 

"  Your  Committee  are  furtlier  well  assured  that  the  benevolent 
and  humane  purposes  of  the  Society,  and  the  political  effects  of 
those  purposes,  are  worthy  the  highest  consideration  of  all  Phi- 
lanthropists and  Statesmen  in  the  Union,  whether  they  be  citizens 
of  slave-holding  or  non-slave-holding  States.  It  is  believed  by 
your  Committee,  that  the  memorial  itself  is  well  calculated  to  pre- 
sent the  subject  in  a  proper  point  of  view,  and  to  interest  the 
public  mind  in  the  laudable  objects  of  that  Society;  they  there- 
fore refer  to  the  same  as  a  part  of  this  report :  Your  Committee 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions." 


Whereas,  the  "  Wilmington  Union  Colonization  Society, "pro- 
fessing by  its  Constitution  to  be  "  Auxiliary  to  the  American  Co- 
lonization Society,"  and  that  the  object  to  which  its  views  shall 
be  exclusively  directed,  is  the  colonization  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
with  their  own  consent,  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  Unit 
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ed  States,  has,  by  memorial  addressed  to  this  General  Assembly, 
requested  the  expression  of  an  opinion  whether  their  views  de- 
serve the  National  support,  and  with  the  ^National  funds,  to  such 
extent  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  deem  prudent.  And  in 
the  said  memorial,  has  set  forth  that  the  system  of  colonizing  the 
Free  People  of  Colour  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  has  already  been 
commenced  by  the  "  American  Colonization  Society,"  and  that 
experiments  have  proved  the  plans  adopted,  to  be  no  longer  doubt- 
ful of  success,  if  suitable  National  encouragement  be  given  ;  and 
whereas,  it  satisfactorily  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  me- 
morialists are  engaged  in  endeavouring  to  execute  one  of  the 
grandest  schemes  of  philanthropy  that  can  be  presented  to  the 
American  People,  that  it  is  no  less  than  the  cause  of  humanity, 
sutfering  humanity — tlie  redemption  of  an  ignorant  and  much  in- 
jured race  of  men,  from  a  degradation  worse  than  servitude  and 
chains,  and  placing  them  in  that  country  on  that  luxuriant  soil, 
and  in  that  genial  climate  pointed  to  by  the  finger  of  Heaven  as 
their  natural  inheritance. 

And  it  further  appears  to  this  Legislature,  that  the  object  of 
this  Society  is  two  fold;  for  while  it  immediately  and  ostensibly 
directs  its  energies  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Free 
People  of  Colour,  it  relieves  our  country  from  an  unprofitable 
burden,  and  which,  if  much  longer  submitted  to,  may  record  upon 
our  history  the  dreadful  cries  of  vengeance  that  but  a  few  years 
since  were  registered  in  characters  of  blood  at  St.  Domingo. 

Therefore,  be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  General  Assembly  met, 
That  it  is  requisite  for  our  prosperity,  and  what  is  of  more  im- 
portant concern,  essential  to  our  safety,  that  measures  should  be 
taken  for  the  removal  from  this  country  of  the  free  negroes  and 
free  mulattoes. 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Assembly  approve  the  objects  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  consider  that  these  ob- 
jects deserve  public  support,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  fostered 
and  encouraged  by  the  National  Government,  and  with  the  Na- 
tional funds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  of  this  State  in  Congress,  with  the 
Representative  from  this  State,  be  requested  to  approve  and  pro- 
mote in  the  Councils  of  the  Nation,  measures  for  removing  from 
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tliis  country  to  Africa,  the  free  coloured  people  Avho  may  be  will- 
ing to  emigrate. 

Resolved,  That  the  Speakers  of  the  two  Houses  be  requested 
officially  to  sign  these  resolutions,  and  forward  a  copy  to  each  of 
our  Senators,  and  a  copy  to  our  Representative  in  Congress. 

Address  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee,  to  the  Society  for  the  Colo- 
nization of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  United  States. 

To  the  Hon.  Bushi'od  Washington,  Esq.  President,  &,c. 
Respected  Sir: 

Through  you  the  Synod  of  Tennessee  embrace,  with  lively 
pleasure,  an  early  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  Society  form" 
ed  at  the  Capital  of  our  nation,  and  consisting  of  so  many  of  our 
distinguished  statesmen  and  fellow-citizens,  for  the  colonization 
of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  among  us,  who  may  accede  to 
their  plan.  We  congratulate  you  on  the  noble  and  important  ob- 
ject for  which  you  are  associated,  on  the  providential  signs  of  our 
times  which  signally  favour  your  effot-ts,  and  on  the  wide  spread 
and  growing  impression  upon  the  public  mind,  that  your  success 
is  connected  with  the  best  interests,  not  only  of  the  people  of  co- 
lour, but  of  our  country  and  mankind.  If  it  is  important  that  legal 
equality  should  accompany  liberty,  tliat  Africa  should  receive  the 
Gospel,  and  that  the  evils  of  the  slave-trade  should  be  overruled 
for  her  final  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  civilization  and  know- 
ledge, liberty  and  religion,  then  it  is  important  that  your  design 
should  be  encouraged.  We  wish  you,  therefore,  to  know,  that 
within  our  bounds  the  public  sentiment  appears  clearly  and  deci- 
dedly in  your  favour,  and  that  the  more  vigorously  and  perseven- 
ingly  you  combine  and  extend  your  exertions  on  th'e  plan  you 
have  adopted,  the  more  you  are  likely  to  be  crowned  with  the  ap? 
probation  of  the  people  as  well  as  with  the  higher  rewards  of  do- 
ing good.  As  ministers  and  disciples  of  Him  who  proclaims 
light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness,  peace  to  a  jarring  world,  liber- 
ty to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are 
bound,  we  anticipate  the  glorious  day,  when  men  shall  know  the 
Lord  from  the  least  unto  the  greatest  in  all  lands;  when  every  one 
shall  sit  under  his  own  vine  and  under  his  own  fig  tree,  having 
none  to  molest  or  to  make  him,  afraid  ;  when  the  rod  of  the  op- 
pressor and  the  tears  of  the  oppressed  shall  be  known  no  more; 
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but  all  men  shall  do  unto  others  as  they  would  be  done  unto  ia 
similar  circumstances.  This  glorious  change  in  the  state  of  the 
world  we  expect  will  be  brought  about  by  the  instrumentality  of 
men  under  the  blessing  of  God.  While,  then,  the  heralds  of  sal- 
vation go  forth  in  the  name  and  strength  of  tlieir  Divine  master, 
to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,  we  ardently  wish  tliat 
your  exertions  and  the  best  influence  of  all  philanthropists  may  be 
united,  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  human  society,  and  especial- 
ly of  its  most  degraded  classes,  till  liberty,  religion,  and  happi- 
ness shall  be  the  enjoyment  of  the  whole  family  of  man. 

Nashville  Church,  October  Sd,  1817. 
A  true  copy  from  the  records  of  the  Synod  of  Tennessee. 

CHARLES  COFFIN,   Slated  Clerh 

Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Convention  of  the  Protestant 

Episcopal  Church  of  Virginia^  holdm  in  Petershurgh  on  the 

15th  May,  1819. 

*'  Resolved,  That  this  convention  highly  approve  of  the  objects 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  transmit  to  the  President  of  the  Society,  a  copy  of 
this  resolution,  and  to  assure  him  of  the  good  wishes  and  prayers 
of  the  committee  in  behalf  of  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Wilmer,  Robert  Page,  Esq. 
and  Mr.  Needham  Washington,  be  the  committee  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

In  Convention  ef  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Maryland. 

Resolved,  That  the  institution  of  the  Society  for  colonizing 
the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  meets  with  the  cordial  approbationof  this  convention  j  and 
that  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  members  of  this 
church,  to  give  to  the  said  Society  their  countenance  and  sup- 
port. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  presented  to 
the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  the  President^  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Managers,  for  their  zealous  and  persevering 
exertions  in  furtherance  of  the  benevolent  object  of  the  Society. 
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Jfesolved,  That  the  Secretary  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
hitions  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Society, 

Test,  H.  L.  DAVIS,  Secretary. 

Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  objects  and  plans  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  having  been 
stated  to  the  general  assembly,  and  the  same  having  been  consid- 
ered and  discussed,  the  assembly  resolved,  that  in  their  opinion 
the  plan  of  the  Society  is  benevolent  in  its  design,  and  if  properly 
supported,  and  judiciously  and  vigorously  prosecuted,  calculated 
to  be  extensively  useful  to  this  country  and  to  Africa. 

The  situation  of  the  people  of  colour  has  frequently  attracted 
the  attention  of  this  assembly.  In  the  distinctive  and  indelible 
marks  of  their  colour,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  an  insu- 
perable obstacle  has  been  placed  to  the  execution  of  any  plan  for 
elevating  their  character,  and  placing  them  on  a  footing  with  their 
brethren  of  the  same  common  family.  In  restoring  them  to  the 
land  of  their  fathers,  the  assembly  hope  the  way  may  be  opened, 
not  only  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object,  but  for  introduc- 
ing civilization  and  the  gospel  to  the  benighted  nations  of  Afri- 
ca.— From  the  information  and  statements  received,  the  assembly 
believes,  that  the  proposed  Colony  in  Africa,  may  be  made  a 
poweiful  auxiliary  in  the  efforts  which  are  making  to  abolish  the 
iniquitous  traffick  in  slaves,  carried  on  in  Africa,  and  happily  cal- 
culated to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  gradual  emancipation  of  slaves 
in  our  country,  in  a  legal  and  constitutional  manner^  and  without 
violating  the  rights,  or  injuring  the  feelings  of  our  southern  bre- 
thren. 

AVith  these  views,  the  assembly  feel  it  a  duty  earnestly  to  re- 
commend the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  of 
Colour  of  the  United  States  to  the  patronage  and  attention  of  the 
churches  under  their  care,  and  to  benevolent  individuals  through- 
out the  Union. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  general  assembly  of  the 
Protestant  Church. 

Attest,  I.  E.  LATTA,  Permanejit  Clerk. 

Session  of  the  Assembly,  May  31«/,  1819. 
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The  foUowing  Resolution  was  adopted  by  the  same  in  1826. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  in  favour  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  viz: 

The  Assembly  having  witnessed  with  high  gratification  the 
progress  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  in  a  great  work  of 
humanity  and  religion,  and  believing  that  the  temporal  prosperity 
and  moral  interests  of  an  extensive  section  of  our  country,  of  a  nu- 
merous, degraded,  and  miserable  class  of  men  in  the  midst  of  us,, 
and  of  the  vast  continent  of  Africa,  now  uncivilized,  and  unchris- 
tian, are  intimately  connected  with  the  success  of  this  institution^ 
therefore 

^'  Resolved^  That  this  assembly  recommend  to  the  churches 
under  their  care  to  patronize  the  objects  of  the  American  Coloni- 
jz,ation  Society;  and  particularly  that  they  take  up  collections  in 
aid  of  its  funds  on  the  4th  of  July  next,  or  on  the  Sabbath  immedi- 
ately preceding  or  succeeding  that  day,  and  whenever  such  course 
may  be  thought  expedient,  to  give  them  assistance  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  general  cause. 

Address  from  the  Presbytery  of  North  Carolina. 

Hillsborough,  April  18,  1818. 
Sir, 

The  Presbytery  of  Orange,  in  the  state  of  North  Carolina, 
learn  with  sincere  and  peculiar  satisfaction,  that  a  plan  for  colo- 
nizing the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  has  now 
ceased  to  be  merely  a  subject  of  anxious  wish  to  the  hearts  of  the 
humane,  and  the  charity  of  the  christian.  We  rejoic;^^  in  the  insti- 
tution of  a  Society,  in  which,  permit  us,  sir,  to  say,  that  your 
selection  to  the  presidency  is  calculated  to  excite  a  general  con- 
fidence. To  Him  vrho  has  ruled  in  -this  auspicious  event,  we 
\vould  render  our  thanks,  that  the  Society  has  already  commenced 
its  operations,  and  is  now,  with  a  well-directed  energy,  advanc- 
ing in  their  execution.  It  has  long  been  the  firm  opinion  of  ma- 
ny in  this  part  of  our  country,  that  nothing  more  was  necessary 
to  success,  in  colonizing  vast  numbers  of  free  people  of  colour, 
tlian  a  common  understanding  among  its  friends,  with  a  well  di- 
gested method,  distinctly  pointed  out,  and  evidently  practicable 
without  injury  to  the  community.  When  the  feeling  and  patri- 
otic bosom  has  bj-eathed  the  ardent  wish,  that  our  country  might. 
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be  redeemed  from  the  complicated  evils  which  have  been  incoiv 
porated  with  society,  it  was  to  such  a  plan  only  as  it  was  the 
object  of  your  institution  to  patronize  and  effect,  that  the  intelli- 
gent mind  coffld  look  for  the  consolation  of  hope.  Coloniza- 
tion was  necessaryj  but  how  were  the  wisdom  and  efficacy  to  be 
combined,  which  were  essential  to  its  accomplishment.  It  was 
necessary,  not  only  that  cautious' prudence  should  be  satisfied,  but 
even  reluctant  selfishness  must,  if  possible,  be  left  without  a 
plausible  plea  for  opposition,  from  apprehensions  of  public  dan- 
ger, untoward  circumstances,  or  untimely  failure.  We  tliink^ 
that  in  the  constitution  and  proceedings  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, we  see  all  that  we  could  wish.  We  might  indeed  desire  to 
witness,  and  experience  ourselves,  a  speedy  and  complete  termi- 
nation to  the  moral  disease  which  mingles  and  circulates  its  vitiat- 
ing influence  through  the  whole  of  our  social  state;  but  with 
prayerful  resignation  we  would  submit  to  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  be  fervently  grateful  to  him,  for  the  prospect  with 
which  he  permits  our  longing  eyes  to  be  cheered.  As  a  pledge 
©f  ardour  which  animates  this  Presbytery  in  the  cause  which  en- 
gages the  Society,  we  are  directed  to  inform  you,  that  a  resolution 
appointing  a  committee  to  give  expression  to  their  feelings,  they 
have  annexed  another:  "  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  by 
this  body  to  each  of  its  members,  to  employ  his  influence  and 
personal  exertions,  for  promoting  the  establishment  of  Societies. 
auxiliary  to  the  principal  Colonization  Society." 

Our  prayers,  sir,  are  ever  with  you,  and  with  the  Society,  that 
God,  in  whose  hands  the  hearts  of  men  are  as  the  rivers  of  water, 
to  turn  them  whithersoever  he  will,  may  plenteously  infuse  into 
your  minds,  and  into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  a  spirit  of  union  and 
strength  to  accomplish  the  great  object  of  your  benevolent  insti- 
tution, for  the  sake  of  our  Great  Redeemer. 
Signed  by  the  committee, 

FREDERICK  NASH, 
WM.  M'PHEETON, 
JOSEPH  CALDWELL, 
Hon.  Bushrod  IFashingtonf  " 

Prmdmi  of  the.  dmerkun  Colonization  Society, 
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Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C» 
Thirteenth  session  of  the  Presbytery  of  FayettevillCj 

Tirza  church,  Monda}-,  4th  October,  1819. 

Resolved,  That  this  Presbytery  do  heartily  approve  of  the  ob- 
ject proposed  by  the  American  Society  for  colonizing  the  Free 
People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States;  and  that  they  do  sincere- 
ly wish  and  fervently  pray,  that  the  said  Society  may  meet  with 
the  most  abundant  and  speedy  success. 

Ordered^  That  an  attested  copy  of  the  above  resolution,  be 
transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  said  Society. 

Truly  extracted  from  the  151st  page  of  the  minutes  of  the 
Presbytery. 

COLIN  McIVER,  Stated  Clerh 

Westhami^ton,  Sept.  9th,  1819- 
Ellas  B.  Caldwell,  Esq.  Secretary,  he. 

Sir:  At  the  meeting  of  the  general  Association  of  Massachu' 
setts  Proper,  at  Pittsfield,  June  22d,  1819, 

"  The  Association  voted,  That  this  Association  entertain  senti- 
ments of  high  respect  for  the  Society  organized  for  the  coloniza- 
tion of  free  blacks;  that  they  most  earnestly  wish  success  to  its 
noble  and  interesting  objects;  that  they  assure  the  directors  of 
their  co-operation,  and  beg  them  to  persevere  in  the  good  work 
so  favourably  commenced. 

"  Voted,  That  a  copy  of  this  vote  be  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Society." 

Certified  and  transmitted  with  sentiments  of  respect,  by  sir. 
yours,  &c. 

ENOCH  HALE,  Sec.  gen.  Ass.  Mass.  Proper, 

Prince  Edward,  Nov.  18th,  1819. 

Dear  Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia,  in  Win- 
chester, on  tlie  23d  October,  1819,  the  following  resolution  was 
tinanimously  adopted,  and  an  order  passed,  that  a  copy  should  be 
transmitted  to  you,  as  President  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society. 

"  Whereas  the  Synod  of  Virginia  are  informed  of  the  existence, 
in  our  country,  of  an  association  of  intelligent  and  patriotic  citi- 
zens, u-nder  the  title  of  the  Ameiican  Colonization  Society,  the 
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object  of  which  is  to  send  out  to  Africa  such  Free  Persons  ©f 
Colour  as  may  be  willing  to  go;  and  whereas  there  is  reason  to  hope 
that  this  enterprise,  if  conducted  with  proper  discretion,  will  pro- 
duce the  happiest  effects,  particularly  in  aiding  to  communicate 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel,  to  an  interesting  quarter  of  the 
globe;  and  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  a  degraded  portion  of 
our  population;  while  it  promises  the  means  of  alleviating  evils 
which  our  own  country  has  reason  to  deplore. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  that  the  Synod  of  Virginia  recommend, 
and  they  do  hereby  cordially  recommend,  to  all  the  members  of 
the  churches  and  congregations  under  their  care,  to  aid  the  de- 
sign of  the  said  Society  according  to  opportunity  and  ability,  by 
their  countenance,  their  contributions,  and  their  prayers  to  Al- 
mighty God  for  its  success. " 

[Signed]  BENJ.  H.  RICE,  Moderator, 

A  true  copy : 
Matthew  Style,   Stated  Clerk. 

Resolution  of  the  Methodist  Conference  of  Virginia  and  North 

Carolina. 
Oxford,  N.  C.  Feb.  28th,  1825. 
Eesotved,  That  this  Conference  highly  approve  the  object  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  recommend  it  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  people  of  our  charge. 

[Signed,]  JOHN  EARIiY,  Secretary. 

The  follomng  act  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 

in  1817. 

An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  for  disposing  of  any  such  negro,  mu- 
latto, or  person  of  colour,  who  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  imported, 
or  brought  into  this  state,  in  violation  of  an  act  of  the  United  States,  enti- 
tled "  an  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from  arid  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  1808." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Georgin^^n  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his  excellen 
cy  the  governor,  and  he  is  iiereby  authorized,  to  appoint  some  fit 
and  proper  person,  to  proceed  to  all  such  ports  and  places  within 
tMs  state,  as  have,  or  may  have,  or  may  hereafter  hold,  any  ne- 
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groes,  mulattoes,  or  persons  of  colour,  as  may  have  been,  or  here- 
after may  be  seized  or  condemned  under  the  above  recited  act  of 
Congress,  and  who  may  be  subject  to  the  control  of  this  state  j 
and  the  person  so  appointed  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  ask,  demand,  and  recover  and  receive  all  such  negroes,  mulat- 
toes, or  persons  of  colour,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  Milledge- 
ville,  and  place  them  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  execu- 
tive of  this  state. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor is  hereby  empowered,  to  cause  the  said  negroes,  mulattoes, 
or  persons  of  colour,  to  be  sold,  after  giving  sixty  days'  notice  in 
a  public  gazette,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  best  calcu- 
lated for  the  interest  of  this  state. 

Sec.  3.  Mnd  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if,  previous  to  any 
sale  of  any  such  persons  of  colour,  the  Society  for  Colonization 
of  free  persons  of  colour  within  the  United  States,  will  under- 
take to  transport  them  to  Africa,  or  any  other  foreign  place,  which  • 
they  may  procure  as  a  colony  for  free  persons  of  colour,  at  the 
sole  expense  of  said  Society,  and  shall  likewise  pay  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor,  all  expenses  incurred  by  the  State,  since 
they  have  been  captured  and  condemned,  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor is  authorized  and  requested,  to  aid  in  promoting  the  be- 
nevolent views  of  said  Society,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem 
expedient. 

Assented  to,  18th  December,  1817. 


MEMORIAL 

Referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  January  29,  ISSf. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  hi  Congress  assembled: 

The  Memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  Colonizing  the  Free 

People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States, 
Respectfully  represents, 

That,  in  the  year  1816,  a  number  of  respectable  iiidividuals 
formed  themselves  into  a  Society,  at  the  seat  of  the  National 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  voluntary  coloniza- 
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tion  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States,  In  Africa, 
or  elsewhere;  and  soon  afterwards  adopted  preparatory  measures 
for  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose.  With  this  view,  suita- 
ble persons  were  sent  to  the  Southwestern  coast  of  Africa,  with 
instructions  to  visit  the  British  settlement  of  Sierra  Leone,  and 
other  places  in  the  vicinity,  to  select  a  proper  location  for  the  pro- 
posed Colony,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  reliance  might  be  placed 
on  the  favorable  disposition  of  the  native  tribes;  and  from  these 
commissioners  a  report  was  received  of  the  most  encouraging 
character.  After  some  further  inquiries,  and  preparatory  efforts, 
a  small  Colony  was  sent  out,  in  the  year  1820,  and  placed  on 
Sherbro  Island  as  a  temporary  residence,  until  possession  could 
be  obtained  of  a  neighbouring  tract  of  land  on  the  continent, 
which  the  natives  had  promised  to  sell.  The  performance  of  this 
promise  was  delayed  and  evaded  under  various  pretexts,  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  during  which  the  health  of  the  Colony  suffered 
very  materially  from  the  low,  flat  and  marshy  ground  of  Sherbro, 
where  they  were  compelled  to  continue  their  residence  touch  lon- 
ger than  had  been  anticipated.  At  length,  however,  the  Agents 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  employed  to  select  a 
suitable  situation  for  recaptured  Africans,  effected,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  those  of  the  Colonization  Society,  the  purchase  of  an  ex- 
tensive territory  at  the  mouth  of  Montserado  river,  including  the 
cape  and  bay  of  that  river,  and  there  the  Colony  has  been  es- 
tablished. The  soil  is  fertile,  the  land  elevated  nearly  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  sea,  the  climate  as  healthy  as  any  in  Africa, 
and  the  anchorage  in  the  bay  and  roadstead  not  inferior  to  any  on 
the  whole  coast.  The  distance  from  the  flourishing  Colony  at 
Sierra  Leone  is  between  two  and  three  hundred  miles.  The  na^ 
tlves  in  the  vicinity'  are  divided  into  a  great  number  of  small 
and  nearly  independent  tribes;  and  being  but  slightly  held  toge- 
ther by  any  superior  authority,  may  be  considered  as  wholly  inca- 
pable of  uniting  to  any  serious  extent,  for  purposes  of  hostility. 
lu  a  single  instance  an  attack  was  made  on  the  Colony,  while  in 
its  feeblest  condition^  but  the  facility  with  which  it  was  repelled, 
renders  the  future  security  of  the  Colony  from  similar  attacks,  un- 
questionable, under  its  probable  increase  of  population,  and  the 
improved  means  of  defence  with  which  it  has  already  been  pro- 
vided.   The  conduct  of  the  natives,   indeed,  is  now  of  the  most 
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peaceable  and  friendly  character;  and  their  kindness  and  confi- 
dence has  been  considerably  increased  by  the  return  of  several 
individuals  of  distinction  among  the  neighboring  tribes  who  had 
been  taken  from  a  Spanish  slave  ship,  and  after  receiving  in 
America  the  most  friendly  attentions,  were  restored  by  the 
American  Government  to  the  homes  from  which  they  had  been 
torn. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulties  inseparable  from  the  opening 
and  first  settlement  of  distant  and  uncultivated  regions,  difficul- 
ties increased  on  the  present  occasion  by  the  scanty  means  to  be 
drawn  from  the  only  sources  of  supply  open  to  the  Society,  the 
Colony  has  annually  increased  in  population,  and  now  contains 
nearly  six  hundred  individuals;  a  government  has  been  establish- 
ed, provided,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  the  necessary  securities 
for  life,  liberty  and  property.  Schools  are  opened  for  the  in- 
struction of  natives  as  well  as  colonists;  lands  have  been  cleared 
and  partitioned  among  the  settlers,  and  an  annual  product  may 
soon  be  anticipated  adequate  to  the  comfortable  supply  not  only 
of  those  who  have  already  emigrated,  but  of  those  also  who  may 
Iiereafter  be  induced  to  seek  for  happiness  and  independence  in 
the  land  of  their  fathers,  and  in  a  home  of  their  own.  For  more 
full  and  detailed  information  concerning  the  Colony,  the  Society 
refer  to  the  accompanying  report.  Such  is  a  general  outline  of 
the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  such  the  present  condition  of 
the  Colony.  In  the  progress  that  has  been  made,  your  memori- 
alists have  found  nothing  to  discourage  them,  and  from  the  actual 
state  of  things  which  they  have  thus  been  enabled  to  present  to 
the  view  of  your  honorable  body,  they  derive  the  pleasing  antici- 
pation of  being  able  to  demonstrate  to  the  world,  that  they  are 
engaged  in  an  enterprise  neither  unwise  nor  impracticable.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  sliort  years,  a  small  number  of  respectable  in- 
dividuals, actuated  only  by  the  most  philanthropic  motives,  pos- 
sessing no  political  power,  and  destitute  of  all  pecuniary  re- 
sources, except  such  as  were  to  be  found  in  the  charity,  the  be- 
nevolence, and  the  patriotism  of  their  fellow  citizens,  have  suc-^ 
ceeded  in  exploring  a  distant  coast,  in  overcoming  in  a  great 
measure,  the  very  natural  but  very  powerful  prejudices  of  the 
community  in  which  tliey  live,  and  in  transplanting  to  the  West- 
Crn  shores  of  Africa,  and  maintaining  in  a  state  of  perfect  security^ 


7.7 

a  Colony  of  several  hundred  of  the  free  coloured  population  of 
their  country.  But  a  period  has  at  length  arrived  when  the 
Society  would  no  longer  he  justified  in  relying  on  its  own  limited 
resources  for  accomplishing  what  yet  remains  of  its  patriotic  un- 
dertaking. 

The  Colony  that  has  been  settled,  small  as  it  is,  is  yet  too  large 
to  be  governed  by  a  distant  and  unincorporated  Society.  If  the 
acknowledged  imperfections  of  human  nature,  and  the  uniform 
history  of  mankind,  did  not  evince  the  dangers  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  sudden  transition  of  any  people  from  a  state  of 
moral  and  political  degradation  to  one  of  unqualified  freedom, 
the  experience  of  the  British  Colony  at  Sierra  Leone  would  suf- 
ficiently demonstrate  how  utterly  fallacious  must  be  all  reliance 
on  political  restrictions,  deriving  their  only  sanction  from  the 
voluntary  submission  of  a  population  such  as  that  of  which  the 
Colony  at  Liberia  will  be  composed.  And  if,  with  these  evi- 
dences before  it,  the  Society  should  leave  its  infant  settlement 
to  the  inadequate  protection  to  be  derived  from  its  own  resources,, 
it  would  be  justly  chargeable  with  all  the  evils  that  must  neces- 
sarily result  from  the  defective  powers  of  control  with  which  it  is 
invested. 

In  reference  too  to' the  great  objects  to  be  accomplished,  it  is 
now  time  to  look  to  other  means  than  such  as  can  be  supplied  by 
individual  charity.  The  extent  to  which  reliance  may  be  placed 
on  this  resource  has  been  in  a  great  measure  ascertained^  and  if. 
at  the  very  commencement  of  the  undertaking,  aided  as  it  has 
been  "by  all  the  charms  of  novelty,  means  have  been  furnislied 
for  i-emoving  only  a  few  hundred  out  of  the  many^  thousands  that 
are  annually  added  to  the  free  coloured  population  of  the  coiintrv. 
it  is  obvious  that  a  further  dependence  on  this  resource,  would  be 
little  less  than  an  abandonment  of  the  enterprise.  The  evil  to 
be  removed  is  continually  increasing,  while  the  means  for  its  re- 
moval are  proportionably  diminished:  and  with  e\evy  exertion  on 
the  part  of  the  Colonization  Society,  unless  access  can  be  had  to 
other  resources,  each  succeeding  year  must  find  it  more  remote 
from  the  object  of  its  pursuit.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
Society  has  felt  itself  justified  in  asking  the  immediate  and  effec- 
tual interposition  of  the  Government  of  the  country.  The  object 
it  proposes  to  accomplish,  is  the   removal   to  t!ie  coast   of  Africa^ 
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with  then  own  consent,  of  such  people  of  colour,  within  the  United 
States,  as  are  already  free,  and  of  such  others  as  the  humanity  of 
individuals,  and  the  laws  of  the  different  States,  may  hereafter 
liberate.  Such  an  object,  connected  as  it  is  with  the  justice,  the 
humanity  and  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  calculated  to  ele- 
vate the  character,  and  to  improve  the  condition  of  a  very  degrad- 
ed portion  of  the  human  race,  cannot  fail  to  be  considered  as  one 
of  deep  and  general  interest;  and  the  wisdom  of  the  National 
Legislature  may  be  safel_y  relied  on  for  suggesting  and  applying 
the  necessary  means  for  its  accomplishment.  Your  memorialists 
confidently  trust  that  in  this  explicit  avowal  of  the  real  and  only 
design  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  will  be  found  its 
best  vindication  from  the  contradictory  imputations  cast  upon  it, 
ot  attempting  at  the  same  moment,  and  by  the  same  process, 
to  interfere,  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  legal  obligations  of 
slavery,  and  on  the  other,  to  rivet  the  chains  more  firmly  than 
ever  on  its  present  subjects.  The  Society  has  at  all  times  recog- 
nized the  constitutional  and  legitimate  existence  of  slavery;  and 
Avhatever  may  have  been  thought  of  its  unhappy  influence  on  the 
general  interests  of  the  country,  the  Government  of  the  Union 
has  never  been  looked  to  as  the  proper  or  authorized  instrument 
for  etfecting  its  removal.  But  to  that  Government  it  has  been 
thought  that  resort  miglit  be  had  for  furnishing  the  means  of  vol- 
untary emigration  to  another  description  of  population  exercising 
a  confessedly  injurious  influence  on  every  portion  of  our  country, 
but  especially  so  on  those  parts  of  it  in  v^'hich  slavery  still  exists. 
And  if,  in  relation  to  the  latter,  the  effect  of  such  a  measure 
should  be  to  afford  to  individual  humanity  a  wider  field  for  action? 
and  to  the  State  authorities  an  opportunity,  and  an  inducement  to 
encourage  rather  than  to  forbid  emancipation  within  their  respec- 
tive limits,  your  memorialists  have  hoped  that  this  consideration 
alone,  instead  of  prejudicing  their  present  application,  would 
operate  as  one  of  its  most  powerful  recommendations.  And  that 
such  would  be  the  case  with  the  nation  they  have  every  reason  to 
believe.  The  reception  which  the  Colonization  Society  has  met, 
in  almost  every  instance,  from  the  people,  bespeaks  a  deep  and 
general  interest  in  its  success.  And  the  resolutions  which  have 
been  adopted  by  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States,  in  favour  of  the  plan  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour. 
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indicate  it  as  an  object  entitled  in  every  respect  to  the  aid  and 
patronage  of  a  Government  whose  peculiar  province  it  is,  in  the 
ex^cise  of  its  legitimate  powers,  "to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, and  to  promote  the  general  welfare"  of  the  country  over 
which  it  presides.  To  that  Government  the  question  is  now  fairly 
submitted,  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  it  will  receive  the  consid- 
eration due  to  its  importance,  and  a  decision  worthy  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  a  free,  a  great  and  an  enlightened  nation. 


CONSTITUTION 

Of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Art.  I.  This  Society  shall  be  called,  "  The  American  Socie- 
ty for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States." 

Art.  II.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively 
directed,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing  (with 
their  consent)  the  free  people  of  colour  residing  in  our  country, 
in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  expe- 
dient. And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in  co-ope- 
ration with  the  general  government,  and  such  of  the  states  as  may 
adopt  regulations  upon  the  subject. 

Art.  III.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  sub- 
scribe these  articles,  and  be  an  annual  contributor  of  one  dollar 
to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  be  a  metnber.  On  paying  a  sum 
not  less  than  thirty  dollars,  at  one  subscription,  shall  be  a  member 
for  life. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Recorder,  and  a  Board 
of  Managers,  composed  of  the  above  named  officer^,  and  twelve 
other  members  of  tlie  Society.  They  shall  be  annually  elected 
by  the  members  of  the  Society,  at  their  annual  meeting  on  the 
Saturday  preceding  new  year's  day,  and  continue  to  discharge 
their  respective  duties  till  others  are  appointed. 

Art.  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to 
call  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board,  when  he  thinks 
necessary,  or  when  required  by  any  three  members  of  the 
Board. 
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Ab^.  VL  The  Yice-Presidents,  according  to  seniority,  shall 
discharge  these  duties  in  the  absence  of  the  President. 

Art.  VII.  The  Secretary  shall  take  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings, prepare  and  publish  notices,  and  discharge  such  other  duties 
as  the  Board,  or  the  President,,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, according  to  seniority,  (when  the  Board  is  not  sitting,) 
shall  direct.  And  the  Recorder  shall  record  the  proceedings  and 
the  names  of  the  members,  and  discharge  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  required  of  him. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  charge  of 
the  funds  of  the  Society,  under  such  security  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Board  of  Managers;  keep  the  accounts,  and  exhibit  a 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  every  annual  meeting, 
and  discharge  such  other  duties  as  may  be  requii'ed  of  him. 

Art.  IX.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January,  the  first  Monday  in  April,  the  first  Monday  in 
July,  and  the  first  Monday  in  October,  every  year,  and  at  such 
other  times  as  the  President  may  direct.  They  shall  conduct  the 
business  of  the  Society,  and  take  such  measures  for  effecting  its 
object  as  they  shall  think  proper,  or  shall  be  directed  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society,  and  make  an  annual  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings. They  shall  also  fill  up  all  vacancies  occurring  during  the 
year,  and  make  such  by-laws  for  their  government  as  they  may 
deem  necessary,  provided  the  same  are  not  repugnant  to  this  con- 
stitution. 

Art.  X.  Every  Society  which  shall  be  formed  in  the  United 
States  to  aid  in  the  object  of  this  Association,  and  which  shall  co- 
operate with  its  funds  for  the  purposes  thereof,  agreeably  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  this  Society,  shall  be  considered  auxiliary 
thereto;  and  its  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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LIST  OF  SOCIETIES 

Jiuxiliary  to  the  American  Colonization  Society. 


AUXILIARY  MARYLAND  STATE  SOCIETY, 
(Established  in  Baltimore.) 

Col.  John  Eager  Howard,  President. 
Hon.  Chief  Justice  Bruce,  Vice  President. 
Luke  Tiernan,  Treasure):  Edward  J.  Coale,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Hon.  C.  P.  Van  Ness, 

Rev.  Almon  Dunbar, 
Hon.  Seth  Wetmore, 
Hon.  Martin  Chittenden, 
Hon.  Israel  P.  Dana, 
Rev.  James  Hob  art, 
Hon.  D.  Azro  A.  Buck, 


Managers, 


His  Ex.  Ezra  Butler. 

Hon.  Amariah  Chandler, 
Samuel  Clark,  Esq. 
Hon.  Phineas  White, 
Rev.  Calvin  Yale, 
Hon.  Thomas  Emerson, 
Hon.  Abner  Forbes. 


Hon.  Jeduthun  Loomis,  Treasurer, 
Hon.  Joseph  Howes,  Auditor, 
Rev.  Chester  Wright,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-JERSEY. 

Robert  Field  Stockton,  Esq.  (of  U.  S.  Navy,)  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


James  S.  Green,  Esq. 
L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  Esq. 
Dr.  John  T.  Woodhull, 


Managers. 


Richard  M.  Green,  Esq. 
Thomas  White,  Esq. 
Prof.  Charles  Hodge, 
Rev.  Geo.  S.  Woodhull, 
George  Sherman, 
Daniel  Fenton, 

Robert  Voorhees,  Esq.  Treas'ri 
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Gen.  John  Frelinghuysen, 
James  Stryker,  Esq. 
Professor  John  Maclean. 


Dr.  A.  P.  Hagerman, 
Prof.  L.  Halsey, 
Samuel  J.  Bayard,  Esq. 
Emley  Olden, 
Hiram  Goodrich, 
Joseph  Nimmo. 

Rev.  Robert  Baird,  Secretary. 
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Directors  or  Honorary  Managers. 


His  Ex.  1.  U.  Williamson, 
Hon.  A.  Kirkpatrick, 
Hon.  llichard  Stockton, 
Hon,  T.  Frelinghuj^sen, 
Hon.  Lewis  Condict, 
Hon.  William  Rossell, 
Hon.  Gabriel  Ford, 
David  Thompson,  Esq. 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq. 
Hon.  Charles  Ewing', 
William  Cruser,  Esq, 
Peter  D.  Vroom,  Jr.  Esq, 
Dr.  John  Vancleve, 
Dr.  A,  R  Taylor, 
John  N.  Simpson,  Esq, 
Joseph  Olden, 


Nathaniel  Cole,  M,  D. 
John  Potter,  Esq. 
C.  L,  Hardenburgh,  Esq. 
Samuel  Aaron, 
Rev. Dr.  Samuel  Miller, 
Rev.  Dr.  A.  Alexander, 
Rev.  Dr.  James  Carnahan, 
Kev.  Dr,  John  MacdoweU, 
Rev.  Dr.  Asa  Hillyer, 
Ren^.  David  Comfort, 
Rev.  Isaac  V,  Brown, 
Rev,  Wm.  C.  Brownlee, 
Rev.  Dr.  Cannon, 
Rev,  Mr.  Labagh, 
Rev.  Dr.  F.  Milledoller, 
Rev,  Samuel  Doughty. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

His  Excellency  David  L.  Morrill,  Goffstown,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Rev.  Bennet  Tyler,  D.  D.  Hanover, 
Jonathan  Smith,  Esq.  Peterborough, 
Hon,  Matthew  Harvey,  Hopkinton, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Portsmouth, 
Rev.  John  H,  Church,  D.  I),  Pelham, 
Hon.  Samuel  Bell,  Chester,  ^ 

Hon.  Moses  P.  Payson,  Bath, 
Hon,  Caleb  Keith,  Wentworth, 
Hon.  William  A.  Kent,  Concord, 
Hon.  George  B.  Upham,  Claremont. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Bouton,  Concord,  Secretary, 
William  Pickering,  Esq.  Concord,  Treasurer. 
Managers. 
Rev.  John  Nye,  Claremont, 
Hon.  Henry  Hubbard,  Charlestown, 
Hon.  Samuel  Morril,  Concord, 
Hon,  Isaac  Hill,  Concord, 
Hon,  Titus  Brown,  Francestown, 
Hon.  Edmund  Parker,  Amherst, 
Mills  Olcott,  Esq.  Hanover, 
Moses  Baker,  Esq.  Campton, 
Stephen  Ambrose,  Esq,  Concord, 
Hon,  Ezekicl  Webster,  Boscawen, 
John  Williams,  Esq.  Dover, 
Artemas  Rogers,  Esq,  Hennikey. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MAINE, 

His  Excellency  Albion  K.  Parris,  Fresldenl. 

Vice  Presidenls. 


Prentiss  v?ellen, 
Charles  S.  Davis,  Treasurer. 


Rev.  E.  Payson, 
Rev.  T.  B.  Kipley, 
Jsimon  Greenleaf, 
Joseph  Sibley, 


Tmstees. 


Rev.  J.  Nicholls. 
Thomas  A.  Dcblois,  Secrefarf, 

Henry  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Dana, 
Alfred  Richardson. 


AUXILIARY  STATE  SOCIETY  OF  PENNSYLVAXIA. 
Thomas  C.  James,  M.  D.  President, 
Rev.  Benjamin  Allen,  Vice  President. 
Gerard  Ralston,  Treasurer.  William  B.  Davidson,  Secretary. 

Managers. 
Samuel  Archer, 


Silas  E.  Weir, 
Isaac  C.  Jones. 
Philip  Garrett, 
Solomon  Allen, 


J.  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D. 
John  Wintz, 
James  Bayard, 
Eli  K.  Price, 
G.  W.  Blight. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY'  OF  THE  STATE  OF  OHIO. 
Hon.  Jeremiah  Morrow,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Abraham  Shepherd,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  of  Bvou'n  coun(_\ 
Rev.  R.  H.  Bishop,  D.  D.  President  of  the  Miami  Univer.sity, 
Rev.  James  Hoge,  of  Franklin  count} , 
Rev.  D.  Purviance,  of  Preble  county, 
Hon.  William  M'Lean,  of  Miami  county, 
Joseph  S.  Benham,  Esq.  of  Hamilton  countj':. 
Rev.  U.  G.  Wilson,  D.  D.  President  of  the  Oiiio  University, 
David  Higgins,  Esq.  of  Butlev  county, 
William  Rufus  Putnam,  Esq.  of  Washington  county. 
Rev.  W.  M'Millan,  of  Harrison  county,- 

D.  W.  Deshler,  Esq.  Recording  Secretary, 
Nathaniel  M'Lean,  Esq.  Correspoiiding  Secretary, 
Nathaniel  M'Lean,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
Mannsers. 


Rev.  James  M'Aboy, 
David  Smith,  Esq, 
Otis  Crosby,  Esq. 
Rev.  Charles  Henkle, 
Mr.  John  Cunning, 
Gen.  John  Warner, 


Orris  F'^rrish,  Esq. 
Mr.  Thomas  Joknston^ 
Dr.  Samuel  Persons, 
Dr.  Lincolii  Gooda'e, 
Gen.  Joseph  Foos, 
J*e^■.  Jacob  Toung', 
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AUXILIARY  NEWr-YORK  STATE  SOCIETY. 

Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 


Col.  William  Few, 

Rev.  Alex,  M'Leod,  D.  D. 

Crove  Wright,  Treasurer. 


Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  D.  D, 
John  B.  Beck,  M.  D.  Rec.  Sec'r^' 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RICHMOND,  VA. 

Chief  Justice  John  Marshall,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 


John  Tyler, 
Benjamin  Brand,  Treasurer, 


Wm.  H.  Fitzwhylson, 
Robert  G.  Scott, 
John  Rutherford, 
Hall  Neilson, 
James  Blair, 
William  Crane, 


Gen.  H.  G.  Winston. 
Thomas  Howard,  Secretary, 


Maiiagers, 


Willis  Cowling, 
James  E.  Heath, 
William  Barrett, 
Young  Pan key, 
J.  H.  Eustace, 
David  J.  Burr. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  NORFOLK,  VA. 

James  Nimmo,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Seth  Foster, 
John  i^Phail,  Treasurer, 


Managers. 


Rev.  Noah  Davis, 

Henry  W.  Ducachet, 

John  French, 

Richard  L.  Green, 

Shepard  K.  Kollock, 

Thomas  G.  Broughton, 
Jonathan  Cowdery, 
Daniel  G.  J'isk, 


Richard  E.  Parker, 
William  Maxwell,  Secretary. 


Alexander  Gait, 
Jeremiah  Hendren, 
Robert  C.  Jennings, 
Hamilton  Shields, 
Robert  Soutter, 
Robert  B.  Starke, 
Henry  Woodis. 


ALBANY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y 
Harmannus  Bleecker,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


John  Lansing,  Jr. 
Ebenezer  F.  Backus,  Treasurer. 


Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Secretary 
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HUDSON  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  Rufus  Reed,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Rev.  Cyrus  Stebbins,  |  Dr.  Samuel  Wliite. 
,  Sea-etary.                             John  Bowers,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXIL'Y  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  DUTCHESS  COUNTY,  N.  Y. 

Philo  Ruggles,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
George  Bloom,  I  Abraham  G.  Storm, 

John  L.  Fonda,  |  Henry  Conklin. 

John  v.  B.  Varick,  Cor.  Sec'ry.  Matthew  Yassar,  Rec.  Sec'ry, 

Alfred  Raymond,  Treasurer, 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  WATERFORD. 
Samuel  Stuart,  President.  j         Rev.  M.  W.  D  wight.  Secretary. 

NASSAU  AND  SCHODIC  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Warner,  Esq.  President.        j  Samuel  B.  Ludlow,  Esq.  Sefry. 

AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  CATSKILL. 
Orin  Day,  President.  |  Robert  Dorian,  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HILLSDALE 

Adonijah  Bidwell,  Esq.  President. 
Rev.  Henry  Truesdell,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,   MARYLAND^ 

John  Grahame,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  David  F.-SchaefFer,  John  Diidders, 

Henry  Willis,  James  Terraiice, 

Ignatius  Davis,  Lewis  M otter, 

William  Morsell,  j  Andrew  Shriver. 

John  Cole,  j 

Henry  Doyle,  Trfosurer,  .  Sr^crcfhry. 
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WILMINGTON  FEMALE  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  DEL, 

Miss  Elizabeth  Montg'omery,  First  Directress. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  McMullin,  [  Mrs.  Lydia  M.  Gilbert. 

Miss  A.  H.  Danagh,  Secretary.  Miss  Sarah  Black,  Treasurer, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  QUEEN  ANN'S  COUNTY,  MD. 

Richard  T.  Earle,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
"William  Carmichael,  Esq.  John  Tilghman, 

John  P.  Pacha,  Geoi'ge  Findley. 

William  Hemsly, 

Dr.  John  Davidge  Emory,  Se(^ry.  Philemon  B.  Hopper,  Treasurer^ 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  KENT  COUNTY,  MD, 

William  Barrell,  Esq,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
James  Bowers,  I  Edward  Anderson,  Esq. 

C.  F,  Chambers,  U.  Anger,  Esq, 

Thomas  Worrell,  Esq.  j  Rev.  William  Jackson. 

J.  B.  Eccleston,  Sea-etary.  R.  Ringold,  Treasurer. 


AUXIL'Y  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF   DORCHESTER  C'TY,   MD. 
Joseph  E.  Muse,  President. 

Chares  Goldsborough,  Esq.  Vice  President.  \ 

James  Chaplaine,  Esq.  Treas'r.  James  Bryan,  Esq.  Secretary. 


NANSEMOND  COUNTY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

(Business  transacted  in  the  town  of  Suffolk.) 
Joseph  Prentiss,  Esq.  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Rev.  .Jacob  Keeling,  1  Rev.  Robert  Cox, 

Col.  Josiah  Uiddick,  |  Capt.  Mills  Riddick. 

John  T.  Kilby,  Secretary.  Arthur  Smith,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HERTFORD  COUNTY,  N.  C 

(Business  transacted  at  Murfreesborough.) 
Vacant,  President. 
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F7ce  Presidents. 
Rev,  Daniel  Southall,  j  Doctor  Isaac  Pipkin. 

Rev.  James  Douglass,  Secretary.  James  Wells,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ISLE  OF  WIGHT  COUNTY,  VA. 

(Business  transacted  at  Smithfield.; 

Doctor  Robert  Butler,  President. 
Doctor  George  Wilson,  \st  Vice  President- 
Major  Andrew  Woodley,  2c?      Do, 
Colonel  Willis  H.  Woodley,  Secretary. 
John  Womble  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAMPTON,  VA. 
Rev.  John  S.  West  wood.  President. 
Rev.  William  Gilliam,  1st  Vice  President. 
Luther  H.  Reed,         2d  Do. 

Samuel  Watts,  Sen.     3rf  Do. 

William  J.  Simpkins,  Secretary. 
Westwood  S.  Armistead,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SUSSEX  COUNTY,  VA. 

(Business  transacted  at  Sussex  Court-House.) 

John  CargiU,  Esq.  President. 
Major  William  Parham,  Vice  President. 
Colonel  George  Blow,  Secretary. 
William  Parham,  Treasurer. 


AUXIUARY  SOCIETY  OF  ALBEMARLE  COUNTY,  VA. 

General  J.  H.  Cocke,  President. 

Vice  Presidents, 

William  C.  Rives,  J.  H.  Terrell,  Thomas  W.  Gilmer. 

Jona.  B.  Carr,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OP  KING  WILLIAM  COUNTY,  VA. 

John  Roane,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
Rev.  Robert  Simple*  !  Kev.  And.  Broaddus. 
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Chvistopher  W.  Taliaferro,  Se&etary. 
Doctor  William  Gwathmey,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  KANHAWA  COUNTY,  VA. 

Philip  P.  Thompson,  Esq.  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Hon.  Lewis  Summers,  j  John  L.  Fry. 

Joseph  Lovell,  Esq.  Treasurer.  Edward  S.  Eddy,  Esq.  Secretary^ 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  AUGUSTA  COUNTY,  VA. 

Rev.  Dr.  Conrad  Speece,  President. 

Vice  Presidents, 

Rev.  James  C.  Wilson,  j  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Stevens. 

Managers. 

Hon.  Archibald  Stuart,  j  James  A.  M'Cue, 

William  Bell,  |  John  M'Cue, 

Daniel  Shefley,  j  David  Gilkeson,  Jr. 

Charles  A.  Stuart,  j  William  Kinney,  Jr. 

John  H.  Peyton,  David  W.  Patterson, 


Samuel  Clarke,  |  Nicholas  C.  Kinney. 

William  Clark,  Esq,  Secretary.  Joseph  Cowan,  Esq.  Treasurer, 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PASQUOTANK  COUNTY,  N.  C. 

Isaac  Overman,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Enoch  Sawyer,  Esq.  |  Doctor  William  Martin. 

John  C.  Ehringhaus,  Secretary.  Benjamin  Sutton,  Treasurer, 

Managers, 


Joseph  Pritchard, 

Charles  Grice,  Esq. 

Thos.  L.  Shannonhouse,  Esq. 


Gen.  William  Gregory, 
Exum  Newby, 
Caleb  White. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  POWHATAN  COUNTY,  VA. 

Col.  James  Clarke,  President. 
Vice  Presidents^ 
William  Old,  Esq.  )  Rev.  Edward  Baptist. 

John  B.  Tinsley.  Secretary,  Joseph  Davis,  Treasurer. 
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William  Pope, 
Joseph  Hobson, 
Rev.  Dan-  A.  Pemck, 
Thomas  Scott, 
Joseph  Davis, 


Managers. 


John  Daniel, 
William  L.  Montague, 
William  Sublitt, 
John  Gillam. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  LYNCHBURG,  CAMP- 
BELL  COUNTY,  YA. 


Rev.  William  S.  Reid, 
Robert  Toler,  Secretary. 


John  Victor,  (Mayor.) 
Will.  J.  Holcombe, 
David  R.  Edley, 
Samuel  Bransford, 
Elijah  Fletcher, 
James  NewhaU, 


Rev.  John  Early,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

I  Rev.  F.  G.  Smith. 

John  Caskie,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 

N.  M.  Taliaferro, 


John  D.  Urquhart, 
Chris.  Umfree, 
John  Thurmon, 
David  G.  Munell, 
Dr.  John  J.  CabeU. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  FLUVANNA  CO.  A^A. 

Gen.  John  H.  Cocke,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev.  Walker  Timberlake,         j  John  Timherlake,  Jr.  Esq. 

Edward  J.  Magruder,  Secretary,  Barritt  G.  Payne,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 


Guthrie  Morris, 
Gideon  A.  Strange, 
John  Winn, 
George  Stillraan, 
James  Currin, 


Doct.  G.  M.  Lewis, 
Doct,  Bazil  M.  Jones, 
Charles  \V.  Jones, 
Martin  Tutwiler, 
Samuel  F.  Morris. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  JACKSON  CO.  GA 

WiUiam  Pentecost,  Preeident. 
Hugh  Montgomery,  Vice  President. 
David  Boring,  Treasurer,  Joseph  Davis,  Secretary. 


AUXIUARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HAMPDEN  SIDNEY  COL- 
LEGE, VA 
1^ 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WHEELING,  V A, 

Noah  Zane,  Esq.  President. 


Vice  Presidents. 


Rev.  William  Wylie, 
Rev.  John  Armstrong, 
Rev.  Henry  Furlong, 


Samuel  Sprigg,  Esq. 
E.  J.  Lee,  Jr.  Esq. 
John  McLure,  Esq. 
James  Campbell, 
Richard  Simms,  Esq. 
Col.  A.  Woods, 
Benj.  McMechon,  Esqv 
Jesse  C.  Smith,  Esq. 


Managers. 


Rev.  James  Herveyv 
Hon.  A.  Caldwell. 


Robert  J.  Curtis,  Esq. 
Wm.  F.  Peterson,  Esq. 
Dr.  John  H  Irwin, 
Dana  Hubbard, 
Samuel  McClallen, 
D.  B.  Bayless, 
Robert  C.  Woods,  Esq. 


[Nine  additional  Managers  will  be  elected  in  May  next,  from  various  sec- 
tions of  the  county.     The  Board  will  then  consist  of  24.] 


Thomas  Woods,  Esq.  Treas'r. 


R.  McKee,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PITTSBURG,  P. 


Henry  Baldwin,  President. 


Vice  Presidents. 


Francis  Herron,  D.  D. 
Robert  Bruce,  D.  D. 
John  Black,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Elisha  P.  Swift, 
Rev.  C.  B.  Maguire, 


William  M'Candless, 
Neville  B.  Craig, 
Richard  Biddle, 
Harmer  Denny, 
Thomas  Enoch, 

Charles  H.  Israel,  Secretary. 


Managers. 


Rev.  John  H.  Hopkins, 
Rev.  Charles  Avery, 
Rev.  Joseph  Kerr, 
Rev.  Joseph  Stockton, 
Walter  Forward. 


W.  W.  Fetterman, 
John  M'Kee, 
Charles  L.  Voby, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
John  D.  Davis. 

William  B.  Lowrie,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OP  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 

Wilham  Carr  Lane,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 


Hon.  James  H.  Peck, 
Gov.  Coles,  of  Illinois, 


Col.  John  O'Fallan, 
Dr.  Robert  Simpson, 
Hon.  Rufus  Pettibone,, 
Theodore  Hunt, 


Manago-s, 


George  Tompkins, 
William  S.  Carr. 


John  Smith, 
John  K.  Walker, 
Col.  Quarles, 
Edward  Bates, 
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pr.  H.  L.  Hoftman,  j  Robert  Wash, 

Horatio  Cozens,  J  Thomas  Cohen. 

T.  Spalding,  Cor.  Secretary.  D.  Hough,  Hecord'g  Secritaryk 

Aaron  Phule,  Treasurer. 


AtrXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PORTAGE  COUNTY,  OHIO. 

Jonathan  Sloane,  President,  , 

Vice  Presidents. 


Chauncey  Eggleston, 
Elizur  Wrig'ht, 
Owen  Brown, 


Benjamin  Higley, 
Alver  Day. 


Managers, 

Samuel  L.  Whipple, 
Walter  Dickison, 
John  H.  Whittlesey, 
John  P.  Depeyster, 
Frederick  Wadsworth, 
Arthur  Anderson, 
C,  B.  Storrs,  Cor.  Secretary.  Seth  Day,  Rec,  Secretary. 

Isaac  Swift,  Treasurer. 


Rulzeman  Loomis, 
William  Stoddard, 
Rufus  Pierce, 
WiUiam  Coolman,  Jr, 
Wilham  Frazer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ANNAPOLIS. 
J.  T.  Chase,  President, 
Vice  Presidents. 


William  Kilty, 
Thomas  Blackistone, 
WiUiam  Speneer, 
Peter  Emmerson, 
C.  Dorsey, 

Dr.  Thomas  Johnson, 
William  Hayward, 
James  Murray, 
Benjamin  W.  Leconipte, 
John  Moffat, 

A,  C.  Magruder,  Secretary. 


William  D.  Diggeg, 
WilUam  R.  Stuart, 
Epliraim  K.  Wilson, 
R.  B.  Taney, 
Charles  S.  Sewall, 
WiUiam  Hughlett, 
Thomas  Kennedy, 
George  C.  Waslungton^ 
James  Tidball. 

Jonathan  Pinkney,  Treasurer.. 


John  Brewer,  Recorder. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  VA. 

Nathaniel  BurweU,  President. 
Obed  Waite,  Treasurer.  Augustine  C.  Smith,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY,  MB. 


9^  _    , 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY,  VA. 
John  Stubblefield,  President 
Vice  Presidents, 
William  M'Guire,  j  Edward  Wager^ 

Armistead  Beckham,  j  Roger  Humphreys. 

Jacob  Wark,  Treasure}'.  John  P.  M'Guire,  Secretary, 


AtJXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  LOUDON  COUNTY,  VA- 

James  Monroe  President, 
Vice  Presidents. 
Samuel  Murray,  j  Sydney  Baily, 

Ludwell  Lee,  |  Johnson  Cleaveland, 

Israel  Janney,  |  Burr  Powell, 

James  Moore,  |  James  Heaton, 

Mahlon  Taylor,  j  William  Elzey, 

Samuel  Nichols,  I  WiUiam  Noland. 

Isaac  Brown,  | 

E.  D.  Henderson,  Treasurer^  Richard  H.  Lee,  Secretary 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF    CHARLESTOWN,  JEFFERSON  CO.  VA. 

Dr,  Samuel  I.  Cramer,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Bushrod  C.  Washington^ 
Adam  Weaver, 
Henry  S.  Turner, 


Robert  Washington,  Treasurer. 


John  T.  A.  Washington, 
George  W.  Humphreys, 
Nathaniel  Craighill, 
John  Marshall,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SHEPHERDSTOWN,  VA. 
James  S.  Lane,  President. 
John  Baker,  Vice  President. 
John  Cookus,  Treasurer.  Geo.  C.  P.  Kranth,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  VA. 

Hon.  Daniel  Smith,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  j  Rev.  Daniel  Baker, 

Maj.  John  Kenney,  |  Col.  Samuel  H.  Lewis. 

David  Steele,  Tre,^.  S^s'buJ,""^""^  *'« 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  YORK,  PENN. 
Jacob  Barnitz,  President. 
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Vtee  Presidents. 
George  Barnitz,  |  Jacob  Eichelberger. 

John  Schmidt,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  NEW-LONDON,  VA. 
Kev.  John  Early,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
James  Stephen,  Sen.  |  Col.  John  WalL 


AUXIUARY  SOCIETY  OF  PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY,  MD. 
John  Johnson,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 
James  R.  Montgomery,  |  Doctor  Joseph  Kent, 

T.  Tyler,  Treasurer.  .    Edward  Harwood,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GREENBOROUGH,  N.  C. 

George  Swain,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

David  Worth,  j  Jonathan  Hadley, 

Jacob  Hubbard,  j  Abel  Coffin, 

Tames  Johnson,  Treasurer.  James  Lindsay,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHAPEL  HILL, 
Rev.  Joseph  Caldwell,  D.  D.  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Major  P.  Henderson,  j  Robert  R.  King, 

William  M'Cawley,  j 

Thomas  H.  Taylor.  Treasurer.  William  Hooker,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FAYETTEVILLE,  N.  C. 
John  Wenslow,  Prmdent. 
Duncan  M'Levin,  Vice  President, 
James  Cameron,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  TROY,  N.  Y, 
David  Buel,  Sen.  President, 
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Vice  Presidents. 


T.  M«Coun, 


N.  S.  S.  Beuran, 
Joseph  Russell, 
Leland  Howard, 
David  Buel,  Jr. 
Arnatus  Robbins, 
Daniel  Sackett, 

O.  L.  Halley,  Secretary. 


Managers^ 


E.  Morgan, 


Joshua  Teinpleina»s, 
Zephaniah  Filer, 
Rufus  Richards, 
John  P.  Cushman, 
Stephen  Warren, 
Allen  Fisk. 

"William  Smith,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RALEIGH,  N.  C. 
John  Branch,  Esq.  President. 

Vice  Presidents, 
Col.  William  Polk,  I  Hon.  Leonard  Henderson, 

Hon.  John  L.  Taylor,  |  Archibald  Henderson,  Esq. 

Daniel  Dupree,  Treasurer.  Joseph  Gales,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MILLED GEVILLBj  GEO. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MAYSVILLE,  KY. 
Kev.  WiUiam  Grinsted,  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
George  Corcorin,  \  Lawrence  Cahillc 

Plato  Stout,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Ennis  Duncan,  Recording  Secretary. 
Richard  Dement,  Treasurer,^ 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PETERSBURG,  VA. 
Dr.  R.  Field,  President. 
Rev.  And.  Syme,  1st  Vice  President. 
John  F.  May,  2c?  Vice  President. 
G.  P.  Disosway,  Treasurer. 
William  M.  Atkinson,  Secretary. 

Managers. 


John  Grammer, 

James  Hunnicut,  Dinwiddie, 

Frs.  G.  Yancey, 

Minton  Thrift, 

W.  H.  Macfiirland, 


Thomas  Young, 

Dr.  J.  C.  Pegram,  Dinwiddie, 

Edward  Pescud, 

William  Clarke, 

Thomas  Robinson^ 
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TTiomas  Shore,  I  John  Taliaferro, 

Benjamin  Rice,  I  Hugh  Nelson. 

A.  B.  Spooner,  | 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  £LKT0N,  KENTUCKY, 
Rev.  John  Graham,  (of  the  Methodist  church,)  President. 
Vice  Presidents. 
Rev.  Wm.  K.  Stewart,  of  the  Presbyterian  churchy 
Rev.  John  S.  Wilscn,  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  William  H.  Moore,  Recording  Secretary, 
Cyrus  Edwards,  Esq.  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Mr.  William  G.  Logan,  Treasurer. 
Managers. 

Rev.  Caleb  N.  Bell,  |  Col.  Richard  B.  New, 

Mr.  John  Fletcher,  |  Major  John  Gray. 

Mr.  David  N.  Russel,  | 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAMPDEN  COUNTY,  MASS. 

Samuel  Lathrop,  President. 
Israel  C.  Trask,  Vice  Pre^t,  Justice  Willard,  Rec.  Secretary, 

F.  A.  Packard,  Cor.  Secretary,  George  Colton,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 

John  Mills,  I  Samuel  Osgood, 

Ethan  Ely,  I  W.  B.  O.  Peabody. 

Isaac  Knapp,  1 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PIQUA,  MIAMI  COUNTY,  OHIOo 

Gen.  Robert  Young,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
James  Defrees,  |  John  Ingram. 

J.  Hendershole,  Secretary.  Jacob  Sandis,  Treasurer, 

Managers, 
John  Campbell,  i  Joseph  Defrees, 

Wm.  Elliott,  1  Robt.  Eirhart, 

F.  P.  Tinckum»  |  David  Conklin, 

Benj.  S.  Cox,  |  Moses  G.  Mitchel, 

Henry  Kitcher,  j  Thomas  Bellas, 

Nathan  Jackson,  j  Martin  Simpson. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  FREDERICKSBURG,  VA, 
John  P.  Lomax,  President. 


Vm-Presidmts, 


J6hn  Srayj 
John  Scottj, 


Managers. 


Rev.  Edward  C.  M'GuIre, 
Dr.  Wm.  Browne, 
William  A.  Knox, 
Reuben  T.  Thorn, 
PhiHp  Harrison, 
Wm,  < ..  Beale, 
Rev.  Samuel  B.  Wilson,  Cor.  Sec, 


Daniel  Gurmaaj 
Robt.  Lewis. 


Murray  Forbes, 
John  Hart, 
John  S.  Wellford, 
Samuel  Gordon, 
Fayette  Johnston, 
Horace  Marshall. 


Wm.  F.  Gray,  Rec.  Sec.  &  Treas, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  STEUBENVILLE,  OHIO. 

Hon.  John  C.  Wright,  President. 
Vice-Presidents^ 

David  Hoge,  Esq.  {  Rev.  George  Buchanan, 

John  M.  Goodman,  Esq.  j  Rev.  J,  Morse, 

Rev.  George  Brown,  f  Rev.  C.  C.  Beatty, 

H.  H.  Leverett,  Secretary.  David  Moody,  Treasurer, 
Managers, 


G.  H.  Hallock, 
Bezl.  Wells, 
D.  Staunton, 
1>.  Dickson, 
J.  Stokeley, 


Alex.  M'Dowell, 
James  G.  Herring, 
Jas.  Wilson, 
D.  L.  CoUier, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  PENN, 
Hon.  Joseph  Lawrence,  President. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Jonathan  Knight,  Esq. 
Joseph  Ritner,  Esq. 
Aaron  Kerr,  Esq. 
Wm.  M*'  reery,  Esq. 
Thomas  Ringland,  Esq. 


Managers, 


James  Shannon,  Esq. 
Samuel  Workman,  Esq. 
Wm.  Sami^le,  Esq. 
Samuel  Hazlett, 
Thos.  W.  T.  M.  Kennan, 
Rev.  O  B.  Jennings, 
Thomas  Morgan,  Esq. 
Rev.  John.  Graham, 
George  Baird,  Esq. 
Jame;-  C.  rsimonson, 
Samuel  Cunningham,  Secretarr, 


Rev.  Samuel  Ralston, 
Rev.  Matthew  Brown, 
Rev.  Thomas  Hoge, 
Rev.  John  Anderson, 
Rev.  Asa  Shinn. 


James  Brlceland,  Esq. 
Robt.  Officer,  Esq. 
Robt,  Colmery,  Esq, 
Joseph  Henderson,  Esq. 
Samuel  M'Farland,  Esq. 
John  S.  Brady,  Esq. 
Doct.  S.  Murdock, 
John  Grayson,  Esq. 
Jacob  Hoyle,  Esq. 

Daniel  Moore,  Treasurer 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  TALBOT  COUNTY,  MD. 

Thomas  James  BuUett,  Esq.  President. 

For  the  Eastern  District — John  Leeds  Kerr,  Esq.  Vice-President 

Managers. 

Pare  Benson,  Esq,  I  Rev.  Joseph  SculL 

Samuel  Groome,  Esq.  j 

For  the  Trappe  District — Daniel  Martin,  Esq.  Vice-President. 
Managers. 

Tench  Tilghman,  Esq.  I  Thomas  Hayward,  Esq. 

Samuel  S.  Dickinson,  Esq.        | 

For  the  Bayside  District — Anthony  Banning,  Esq.  Vice-President. 
Managers. 
Robert  Banning,  Esq.  I  Richard  Spencer,  Esq. 

Dr.  John  Rodgers,  | 

For  the  Chappel  District — William  H.  Tilghman,  Vice-President. 

Managers. 
James  Chambers,  Esq.  I  Levin  Milles,  Esq. 

Arthur  Holt,  Esq.  j 

James  Parrott,  Secretary.  Wm.  Harrison,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  EDENTON,  N.  C. 

James  Iredell,  President. 
Vice-Presidents, 
Rev.  Henry  Holmes,  |  Rev.  John  Averj% 

Managers. 
Nathafiiel  Bord,  j  Mr.  Kerr, 

Henry  Flury,  j  John  Cox, 

James  Wills,  j  Charles  E,  Johnson, 

Rev.  Mr.  Meredeth,  j  Dr.  James  Norcum. 

Henry  Wills,  Secretary.  William  R.  Norcum,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WILMINGTON,  DEL. 
Rev.  Ralph  Williston,  President, 
Col.  Allan  M'Lane,  1st  Vice  President, 
Hon,  WiUard  Hall,  2d         do. 
R.  A.  Henderson,  Secretary. 
Samuel  Sappington,  7Veasurer. 
Managers. 


Kev.  E.  W.  Gilbert, 
Rev.  H.  L.  Davis, 
David  C.  Wilson, 

13 


Robert  Portei', 
George  Jones, 
James  A,  Sparkfe. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WARREN  COUNTY,  omo. 

Tiiomas  D.  Webb,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Richard  Hayes, 


Ephraim  Brown, 
William  Rayen, 


Managers. 


Mr.  Griswold, 
Homer  Hine, 
Lyman  Potter, 
William  Ripley, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Curtis, 
Samuel  M.  Hitchcock,  Secretary. 


Elisha  Whittlesey. 

Samuel  Swan, 
Marquis  Andrews, 
David  King, 
James  Tajier, 
Williams  Heaton, 

Zalmon  Fitch,  Ireaswer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SPRINGFIELD,  OHIO. 
Rev.  Saul  Henkle,  President. 
Rev.  Franklin  Putnam,  1st  Vice  President. 
G.  W.  Jewett,  Esqr.      2d 
Pierson  Spining,  Treasurer 
J.  L.  Torbert,  Secretary. 

Managers. 
Joel  Van  Meter,  j 

Henry  Oxtoby,  | 

Jacob  Lingle,  I 

Robert  Humphreys,  | 

William  Amphlet, 
Jacob  Morgan,  Esq. 


do. 


Samuel  M'Kinney, 
Sampson  Mason,  Esq. 
Rev.  M.  M.  Henkle, 
Rev.  A,  W.  Poage, 
David  Garrison, 
John  Cook. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CLEVELAND,  CUYAHOGA  CO,  OHIO 

Samuel  Cowles,  Esq.  President. 
Hon.  Samuel  Williamson,  1st  Vice  President. 
Hon.  Nehemiah  Allen,      2d         do. 
Richard  Lord,  Esq.  3d         do. 

Gen.  Lewis  Dille,  4th         do. 

Thomson  Miles,  Esq.        5th         do. 
Samuel  Starkweather,  Esq.  Secretary, 
A.  W.  Walworth,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
Publishing  Committee. 


Rev.  S.  C,  Freeman, 
J.  M.  Sterling,  Esq. 


Rev.  S.  I.  Bradsti-eet. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MEADVILLE,  CRAWFORD  COUNTY,  PA. 

Hon.  Stephen  Barlow,  Presid&it- 
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Fice  Presidents. 


Rev.  Timothy  Alden, 
Rev.  Daniel  M'Lean, 
Rev.  Abel  Jackson, 
Hon.  Henry  Shippen, 
Hon.  James  Burchfield, 


Managers. 


Rev.  Wells  Bushnell,  I 

Rev.  Charles  Smith,  j 

Jared  Shattuck,  I 

James  Cochran,  | 
John  H.  Work, 
David  Dick, 

Joseph  Morrison,  Secretary, 

PuhUshin^ 
H.  J.  Hendikeson, 
John  B.  Wallace, 


Hon.  John  Brooks, 
Thos.  Atkinson, 
John  Reynolds, 
William  Foster, 
Jacob  Guy. 


Hugh  Brawley, 
Doct.  A  W  M'Dowell, 
David  Derrikson, 
Robt.  L.  Potter, 
John  McDowell, 
Samuel  Torbett, 

John  P.  Davis,  Treasure)', 
Committee. 

Arthur  Culburn. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ALEXANDRIA,  D.  C. 

Rev.  J.  Cornelius,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Rev,  M.  Lippitt,  |  Rev.  J.  T.  Wheat. 

Managers. 


Wm.  Gregory, 
Thos.  Smith,' 
Thos.  Sanford, 
James  Douglass, 
N.  R.  Fitzhugh,  Secretary. 


John  Withers, 
Isaac  Carnel, 
Jas,  B.  NichoUs, 
George  Johnson, 

Charles  Page,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GEORGETOWN,  D, 

Walter  Smith,  Esq.  President. 
Managers, 


Daniel  Kurtz, 
T.  Corcoran,  jun. 
Henry  Addison, 
James  King, 
John  Pickerell, 
James  Thomson, 

John  J.  Stull,  Treasure): 


Wm.  Jewell, 
Wm.  Morton, 
James  Thomas, 
Richd.  Cruckshariks, 
Henry  Gaither, 
Isaac  Owens, 

Frs.  Seawell,  Secretary. 


AL-XILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  BROWNSVILLE  AND  BRIDGEPORT3 
FAYETTE  COUNTY,  PENN. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WAYNESBURGH,  GREEN  COUNTY,  PAt 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CONNELSVILLE,  PENN, 

Jos.  Trever,  "^ 

Jos.  TorrencCi  and  s  Committee  of  Correspondence 

J.  Trever,  S 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GREENBRIAR  COUNTY,  VA. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  DINWIDDIE  COUNTY,  VA„ 
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COMMITTEES  OF  CORRESPONDENCE^ 

BOSTON. 

John  Tappan,  Esq.  Chairman. 
David  Hale,  Treasurer. 
The  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard, 
Rev.  Mr.  Wisner, 

Mr.  Jenks, 

Mr.  Wm.  Lambert, 
Jerrard  Hallock,  Secretary. 


UTICA,  N.  Y. 

Jonas  Piatt,  Esq.  Chairman. 

Thomas  Walker, 

A.  G.  Doby, 

Wm.  Williams, 

Thomas  Hastings,  Esq.  Secretary. 


NEW-HAVEN,  CONN, 

Simeon  Baldwin,  Esq.  Chairman. 
Rev.  Harry  Crosswell, 

Claudius  Herrick, 

Timothy  Dwight,  Esq. 

Ralph  I.  Ingersol,  Esq.  Secretary. 


HARTFORD,  CONN. 

Henry  L,  Elsworth,  Esq.  Chairman,. 
Doctor  Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Rev.  Mr,  Hawes, 

Mr.  Lindsey, 

Mr.  Cushman, 

S.  H.  Huntingdon,  Esq.  Secretary 


PROVIDENCE,  R,  I. 

Nicholas  Brown,  Esq, 
Alexander  Jones,  Esq. 
Nathaniel  Searle,  Esq. 
Rev.  Stephen  Gano, 
John  Nowland,  Esq. 
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PHOCEEDINGS 


MIEmmX  COLOJS*IZATIOJSt  SOCIETY, 


AT  THEIR 


ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Society  for 
Colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour  on  the  Coast  of  Africa, 
was  held  on  Saturday  evening,  the  19th  inst.  in  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  assemblage,  including  a  large 
proportion  of  Ladies,  was  uncommonly  numerous,  and  not  only 
filled  all  the  seats  and  standing  room  on  the  floor  of  the  House, 
but  comprised  a  large  number  of  individuals,  who  were  seated  in 
the  Gallery — at  once  bearing  testimony  to  the  interest  felt  in  the 
objects  of  the  Society,  and  the  expectations  entertained  of  the 
evening's  proceedings. 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  Chair  was  taken  by  the  Hon.  Henri 
Clay,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society,  and,  after  a 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie,  the  following  list  of  Delegates 
from  Auxiliary  Societies,  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

IVom  the  State  Society  of  New  Hampshire, 
The  Hon.  Samuel  Bell. 

Fr07n  the  State  Society  of  Maine. 
The  Hon.  Albion  K.  Parris. 

D'om  the  State  Society  of  Vermont. 
Tlie  Hon.  Mr.  Seymour, 
The  Hon.  Daniel  A.  Buck. 


From  the  State  Society  of  OMo. 
The  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey — President  of  the  Auxili- 
ary Society,  Canfield,  Trumble  County,  Ohio. 
The  Hon.  Philemon  Beecher, 
The  Hon.  John  Davenport, 
The  Hon.  William  M'Lean, 
The  Hon.  John  Woods. 

JFrom  Washington  County  Society^  Pennsylvania. 
The  Hon.  Joseph  Lawrence. 

Pfom  the  Society  of  Petersburg^  Virginia, 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Archer, 
Thomas  Atkinson,  Esq. 

From  the  Richmond  Society^  Virginia^ 
Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
The  Hon.  John  Tyler, 
Robert  G.  Scott,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  in  Mexantlria,  D.  C, 
Rev.  J.  Cornelius, 
George  Johnson,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  ofPiqua  County,  Ohio. 
The  Hon.  Wm.  M'Lean. 

From  the  Society  at  Ckaveland,   Ohio. 
The  Hon.  Mordecai  Bartley. 

From  the  Tf'Vmington  Union  Colonization  Society,  Delaware, 
The  Hon.  Kensey  Johns,  Jun. 

From  the  Society  of  Lexington,  Ky. 
The  Hon.  James  Clark. 

F'om  the  Wheeling  Society,  Virginia, 
The  Hon.  Isaac  Leffler. 

From  the  Talbot  County  Society,  Maryland. 
Hon.  John  Leeds  Ke^r. 

Prom  the  State  Society  of  Maryland. 
C.  C.  Harper,  Esq. 
J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  at  Lynchburg,  J^rginia. 
X  B.  Harrison,  Esq. 
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A  letter  was  received  by  the  Secretary,  apologizing  for  his 
non-attendance,  from  William  H.  Dillingham,  Esq.  appointed 
as  a  Delegate  by  the  Chester  County  Society,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Secretary,  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  then  read  the  Re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Managers,  detailing  the  progress  of  the  So- 
ciety within  the  last  year,  in  improving  and  extending  the  set- 
tlements of  Liberia,  in  the  acquisition  of  new  Territory  by  pur- 
chase and  negotiation,  from  the  native  Chiefs^  the  rapid  advance 
that  had  been  made  in  the  obliteration  of  prejudices  formerly  en- 
tertained against  the  Society  by  citizens  of  various  portions  of 
tJie  country;  an  important  increase  of  funds,  raised  from  the  mu- 
nificent contributions  of  philanthropic  individuals;  and  the  in- 
creased and  increasing  desire  among  those,  for  whose  benefit  the 
Society  was  organized,  to  embrace  an  opportunity  of  joining  the 
Colony. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Harper  of  Baltimore,  then  rose,  and  offered  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  Report  be  printed,  and  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Managers. 

At  no  former  meeting  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Harper  said,  had  we  so  much 
reason,  as  the  Report  justly  affirms,  to  be  gratified  with  the  result  of  our 
labours,  or  could  look  forward  at  so  cheering  a  prospect  for  the  future. — ■ 
Indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  through  the  zealous  and  able  exertions  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  the  practicability  of  founding,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  Colonies 
that  shall  maintain  a  hold  and  flourish,  has  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of  discus- 
sion. It  has  been  demonstrated.  At  least  it  has  been  demonstrated  to  our 
satisfaction:  and  we  are  justified  in  persevering.  If  any  one  still  deny  the 
possibility  or  likelihood  of  such  an  establishment,  we  must  no  longer  reason 
with  him  on  abstract  principles  or  from  ancient  examples,  but  answer  his 
theories  with  facts.  In  our  career  of  success  we  have,  indeed,  outstiipt  the 
most  sanguine  anticipations;  we  have  disappointed  the  most  confident  pre- 
dictions of  evil.  A  prosperous,  and,  compared  with  the  surrounding  na- 
tions,  a  powerful  community,  created  by  the  hands  of  this  Society,  does  ex- 
ist on  the  coast  of  Africa.  I  have  seen  several  of  its  citizens:  I  have  heard 
its  voice  across  the  Atlantic. 

However  difficult  and  doubtful  the  accomplishment  of  such  an  enterprise 
may  have  seemed  to  many,  it  was,  to  my  apprehension,  the  most  easy  in 
our  whole  design.  It  was  merely  a  physical  exertion.  But,  Sir,  what  must 
have  at  first  repressed  your  hopes  and  risen  like  an  insuperable  obstacle  in 
your  path,  was  the  uncertainty  whether  you  could  prevail  upon  any  colour- 
ed persons  to  be  the  objects  of  so  novel  and  dangerous  an  experiment,  ajid 
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%v.'iietliei'  the  charity  of  the  public  would  continue  to  supply  you  with  the 
means  of  making'  it.  Confiding  in  the  dictates  of  your  conscience  and  in  the 
holiness  of  your  cause,  you  boldly  advanced  to  the  attempt.  Your  pious 
reliance,  like  that  of  the  Apostle  of  old,  was  rewarded:  you  walked  upon 
the  indurated  waters,  and  mountains  stooped  before  you  into  plains.  Your 
designs  have  been  understood  and  appreciated  by  those  for  whose  benefit 
they  are  chiefly  intended;  and  many  hundreds  more  than  you  can  or  would 
BOW  send,  daily  apply  for  emigration.  Far  from  shuddering  at  the 
thought  of  leaving  the  comfortable  fireside  among  us,  for  a  distant  and  un- 
known shore  yet  covered  by  the  wilderness,  they  have  preferred  real  liber- 
ty there,  to  a  mockeiy  of  freedom  here,  and  have  turned  their  eyes  to 
Africa,  as  the  only  resting  place  and  refuge  of  the  coloured  man,  in  the  de- 
luge of  oppression  that  surrounds  him. 

At  the  same  time,  but  much  more  rapidly,  the  number  of  our  friends 
among  the  whites  has  immensely  increased  in  every  part  of  our  country. — ■ 
The  feeble  gush  of  yet  doubting  charity,  which  enabled  you  to  take  the 
first  steps  in  the  experiment,  has  become  a  constant  stream  with  a  thousand 
growing  tributaries.  From  the  South,  where  we  feel  the  evil;  and  from 
the  North,  where  they  only  behold  it;  from  the  sea-board,  where  we  are 
approaching  the  condition  of  older  nations;  and  from  the  remote  interior, 
where  civilized  man  is  yet  warring  with  the  primeval  forest;  every  hour 
brings  applause  for  your  exertions  and  prayers  for  }^our  success.  Individu- 
als, companies,  states,  swell  the  chorus  of  approving  voices. 

So  it  must  ever  be,  Sir,  with  this  undertaking.  It  is  in  harmony  with 
the  best  and  noblest  feelings  of  the  human  heart;  and  the  mind  itself  ex- 
pands and  glows  in  the  contemplation  of  its  great  and  various  merits.  You 
must  alter  our  nature,  before  you  can  make  us  indifferent  to  African  Colo- 
nization. Before  you  can  arrest  its  course,  you  must  stifle  the  press  and 
lay  an  interdict  on  the  liberty  of  speech.  Already  the  cool  and  calculat- 
ing statesman  finds  himself  labouring  by  the  side  of  the  enthusiastic  devo- 
tee; and  the  secluded  man  of  science  attains  by  argument  the  same  conclu- 
sion, to  which  feeling  impels  the  multitude.  It  is  thus  we  have  united  in 
our  ranks  men  of  all  capacities,  all  places,  all  denominations.  We  have 
gone  to  the  meetings  of  the  leai'ned  and  astute;  and  they  have  favoured 
us.  We  have  gone  to  the  primary  assemblies  of  the  people;  and  they  liave 
favoured  us.  The  people,  Sir,  are  the  source  ahke  of  revenue  and  law. — 
To  them  have  we  gone.  We  have  called  upon  their  philanthropy,  their 
patriotism,  their  religion:  they  have  offered  us  their  hearts  and  purses. — 
Our  agents  have  penetrated  every  district  of  the  country,  to  explain  our 
views,  to  embody  those  who  approve,  to  convince  or  persuade  those  that 
ai-e  opposed,  and  to  convert  the  irregular  and  precarious  donations  upon 
which  we  have  liitherto  subsisted,  into  a  concerted  system  of  regular  and 
steady  contribution.  The  most  superficial  observer  may  pei-ceive,  that 
African  Colonization  has  become  an  object  of  more  earnest  attention  and 
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more  lively  interest  with  the  people.  Let  us  continue  to  apply  for  aid  to 
that  sure  and  inexhaustable  source.  In  a  few  short  years,  the  public  mind 
will  be  thoroughly  imbued  with  oiu*  project.  Then,  nothing  that  we 
may  elsewhere  reasonably  ask  can  be  refused. 

The  objects  of  the  Society  and  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  be  effect- 
ed, I  shall  not  now  enumerate  nor  defend.  They  are,  or  ought  to  be,  suf- 
ficiently understood,  after  the  many  eloquent  explanations  that  have  re- 
sounded within  these  walls  and  reverberated  throughout  our  vast  countiy. 
Objection  after  objection  has  bowed  and  yielded  to  the  extension  of  opin» 
ions  in  our  favoiu-.  For  the  feasibility  of  oiu-  designs,  I  may  refer  the  ui- 
credulous  to  Liberia,  and  to  the  sentiments  that  are  manifestly  beginning 
to  actuate  so  many  thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens;  for  their  reasonable- 
ness and  honesty,  I  appeal  to  the  illustrious  names  that  adorn  our  list  of 
officers  and  members. 

Such,  Sir,  was  the  origin,  such  are  the  conditions  and  prospects  of  your 
benevolent  scheme.  Such  may  they  ever  be!  Thus  far  we  have  succeed* 
ed.  We  are  the  guardians  of  a  nation  in  the  bud, — a  miniature  of  this  Ra- 
pubhc, — a  coloured  America  on  the  shores  of  Africa.  To  whose  exertions 
do  we  owe  the  past,  and  to  whose  exertions  must  we  look  for  the  further 
prosperous  advancement  of  our  cause?  To  the  Board  of  Managers.  To 
the  Board  of  Managers,  then,  I  move.  Sir,  that  the  tlianks  of  the  Society  be 
presented;  and  that  their  Report  be  printed. 
Which  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

Mr.  Latrobe  then  addressed  the  Society. 

Mr.  Chairman: — After  the  able  and  eloquent  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  which  we  have  just  heard  read,  and  after  the  remarks  of  my  fel- 
low representative  from  the  Society  in  Maryland;  it  would  be  only  trespas- 
sing upon  your  time  to  dwell  upon  either  the  present  condition,  or  the  past 
history  of  our  Society's  existence.  The  past  has  been  fraught  with  diffi- 
culty, and  the  present  is  replete  with  glorious  promise:  Both  make  us  ac- 
quainted with  our  power,  but  admonish  us,  that  we  have,  as  yet,  taken  only 
the  first  steps  in  the  great  work,  which  we  propose  to  accomplish.  The 
establishment  of  one  colony  has  been  happily  effected. — The  doubtful 
experiment  has  equalled  the  most  sanguine  expectations;  but  the  one  chan- 
nel thus  opened,  will  never  be  alone  sufficient  to  receive  that  population, 
tliirty  thousand  of  which  must  be  annually  removed  before  any  impression 
can  b  e  made  up  on  the  increase.  *    Other  tracts  of  territory  must  b  e  obtained, 

*.  The  annual  increase  of  the  coloured  population  of  the  United  States, 
slave  and  free,  is  estimated  by  Mr.  Clay  at  52,000,  (see  his  address  at  the 
10th  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Society)  from  which, 
Mibstracting  those  who  never  attain  the  age  of  puberty,  and  those  over 
fifty,  as  not  adding  to  the  increase,  30,000  may  be  said  to  be  the  number 
necessary  to  be  removed  annually,  to  diminish  the  coloured  population. 
I'he  amwal  mcrease  of  the  free  blacks  is  only  6,000,  and  the  removal  of 


other  colonies  must  be  established.    I  thereforfe,  Sir,  ofier  the  following  re^ 
solution. 

Resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Managers  be  directed  to  ascertain 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year,  if  possible,  the  practicability 
of  obtaining  territory,  for  colonial  settlements  at  Cape  PalmaSj 
and  the  Island  of  Bulama,  on  the  S.  W.  Coast  of  Africa. 

An  inspection  of  the  maps  of  Africa,  will  satisfy  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  ol 
the  importance  of  these  two  points,  with  reference  to  the  future  operations 
of  the  Society:  arid  their  commercial  advantages  being  great,  an  early  at- 
tempt to  secure  them,  may  perhaps  prevent  their  falling  into  other  hands, 
and  enable  the  Society  to  use  them,  when  the  time  shall  have  arrived,  at 
which  they  may  be  used  with  advantage.  That  we  are  advancing  pros- 
perously at  present,  should  not  satisfy  us.  The  spot  on  which  we  have 
founded  our  Colony  was  admirably  selected;  and  so  long  as  emigration  con- 
tinued  in  its  present  limited  state,  that  spot  would  be  sufficient  for  all  oul" 
wants.  The  time  however  will  arrive,  when  the  five  hundi-ed  emigrants, 
who  sailed  for  Liberia,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  will  have  increased  to 
thrice  as  many  thoustod;  and  more  places  than  one  must  be  provided,  at 
which  their  landing  may  be  effected,  at  which  that  sickness  must  be  under- 
gone, which  is  the  lot  of  all  strangers,  of  all  colours,  in  Africa.  The  great 
cities  of  our  sea-board  would,  and  do,  without  inconvenience,  receive  an  an- 
nual emigration  of  many  thousand  each;  because,  in  a  few  days,  every  emi- 
grant obtains  employment,  and  from  the  moment  that  he  sets  his  foot  upon 
our  shore,  is  able  to  support  himself  and  family.  But  in  Africa,  the  eml' 
grants  to  its  cities  must  remain,  sometimes  for  weeks,  in  the  hospital,  and 
months  must  elapse  before  they  can  perform  the  labour  to  which  they  have 
been  previously  accustomed.  This,  therefore,  makes  a  very  serious  differ- 
ence between  our  seaports  and  those  of  Africa,  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  emigrants,  which  they  would  respectively  be  able  to  receive  and  sup- 
port, and  it  is  not  a  fau-  argument  to  say,  that  because  Boston  or  Baltimore 
might  receive  twenty  thousand  emigrants,  without  inconvenience,  that  Mon- 
rovia, with  an  equal  population,  could  do  the  same.  Looking  forward, 
therefore,  to  the  time,  which  is  most  confidently  anticipated  by  us  all^ 
when  the  annual  emigration  from  this  country  shall  amount  to  twenty-five  or 
thirty  thousand,  and  anxious  to  provide  for  its  reception  in  Africa,  I  have 
moved  the  resolution  which  has  been  I'cad. 

this  number  annually  may  be  soon  accompUshed-  But  experience  has 
shown,  that  the  number  of  emancipated  slaves  will  bear  a  large  proportion 
to  the  free  persons  who  are  removed;  and  this  fact  leads  us  to  look  forward 
to  the  time,  when  the  gradual  emancipation  of  the  slaves  will  make  them 
as  m\ich  the  objects  of  the  Society's  labours  as  are  the  free  people  at  pre- 
sent: and  regarding  the  Society,  therefore,  as  the  instrument  for  removing, 
with  the  consent  of  all  parties,  ultimately,  the  whole  coloured  population  of 
the  United  States,  the  increase  of  the  whole,  and  not  of  a  pai't,  has  beea 
assumed. 


Cape  Palmas  is  that  part  of  Africa  where  the  coast,  after  pitrsuihg-  a 
course  due  East  and  West  from  the  Bight  of  Biafra,  bends  off  in  nearly  a 
Noith-West  dii'ection,  and  passing'  by  Liberia,  continues  in  an  almost  unin- 
terrupted line  to  Cape  Roxo.  The  Island  of  Bulama,  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  is  near  the  other  extremity  of  the  South-West  Coast,  within  a 
short  run  from  the  Cape  de  Verds,  and  one  of  the  points  of  the  coast  most 
easily  made  by  vessels  sailing  from  this  country. 

By  possessing  Cape  Palmas,  we  would  hold  the  commercial  key  of  all  the 
South  Coast  of  Africa,  and  the  countries  immediately  in  the  interior,  down 
as  fai-  East  as  the  Bight  of  Biafra;  and  a  Colony  there,  would  in  a  few  years 
become  a  great  depot  for  all  the  articles  of  foreign  produce  and  manufac- 
ture,  which  would  be  required  by  inhabitants  of  the  nations  Eastward  of 
the  settlement.  This  will  be  the  effect  of  a  physical  cause,  which  is  cer- 
tain and  unchanging  in  its  operations.  The  trade  winds,  pursuing  the  ge- 
neral  outline  of  the  African  coast,  render  a  return  Northward  from  beyond 
Cape  Palmas,  along  the  coast,  extremely  difficult  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
and  more  particularly  so  in  the  rainy  season,  when  the  difficulty  of  taking 
observations  and  the  numerous  and  varying  currents  prevent  vessels  from 
knowing  their  exact  situation,  and  expose  them  to  the  constant  danger  of 
shipwreck.  From  Cape  Pulnus,  or  any  point  to  the  Northward,  it  is  com- 
paratively easy  to  return  to  the  Cape  de  Verds,  and  so  home,  at  all  times: 
but  Cape  Palmas  once  passed,  the  danger  and  difficulty  commenced,  and,  a 
disastrous  shipwreck  or  a  shattered  and  ruined  vessel  is  too  often  the  con- 
sequence of  a  return  voyage  from  a  point  beyond  it.  Were  a  settlement 
made  at  Cape  Palmas,  it  would,  like  Mom'ovia,  soon  become  the  resort  of 
the  surrounding  nations;  and  merchants  would  prefer  leaving  their  goods  at 
such  a  market,  than  running  the  risks  of  proceeding  further  Eastward,  even 
with  the  hopes  of  enhanced  profits.  Paths  would  first  be  made,  highways 
would  take  their  place,  until  the  uncivilized  nations  of  tlie  Ivory  Coast  and 
Gold  Coast,  passing  by  the  feeble  settlements  of  Cape  Coast  and 
d'Elmina,  would  resort  to  meet  civilization  at  the  nearest  point  of  safe  ap- 
proach, the  Americo-African  City  at  Cape  Palmas.  A  great  and  prosper- 
ous trade  would  be  the  consequence;  and  the  faciUties  of  gain  would  soon 
fill  the  new  settlement  with  industrious  inhabitants.  Besides  the  commer- 
cial advantages  of  Cape  Palmas,  its  road  and  anchorage  are  said  to  be  the 
best  between  Montserado  and  the  Voltu;  and  the  surrounding  country  is 
rolling  and  fertile,  intersected  with  numerous  small  streams,  fit  for  the  erec- 
tion of  mills.  Being  the  Southern  extremity  of  the  South-West  Coast,  it 
will  form  also  a  natural  boundary  to  that  Empu-e,  which  v/e  all  hope  will 
one  day  arise  in  Africa, 

The  other  position  is  the  Island  of  Bulama.  This  Island  is  seventeen 
miles  long  and  nine  wide,  rising  gently  from  the  shore  to  a  considerable 
elevation  in  the  centre.  The  harbour  is  one  of  the  best  on  the  whole  line 
of  African  coast,  and  the  great  rise  of  the  tide  offers  every  facility  for  the 
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erection  of  mills.  The  fogs  are  less  heavy  than  further  down  the  coast, 
and  the  rahiy  season  is  a  month  shorter  than  at  Cape  Montserado .  In  1793 
it  was  taken  possession  of,  by  a  company  of  English  merchants;  but  the  dls- 
eolute  character  of  many  of  the  settlers,  and  their  want  of  common  care  of 
their  health,  produced  a  sickness  which  caused  the  ultimate  abandonment 
of  the  Island.  Since  that  time  it  has  remained  unoccupied,  and  unclaimed 
by  any  civilized  power.  The  Rio  Grande,  in  which  it  is  situated,  runs 
tlirough  the  richest  and  most  fertile  part  of  Africa.  The  country  visited 
and  described  by  Park,  lies  upon  its  waters;  the  sources  of  the  Senegal  and 
the  Gambia  are  within  a  few  days'  journey  of  its  head;  as  are  also  the  head 
waters  of  the  St.  Paul's,  on  which  we  already  have  a  settlement.  Besides 
this,  the  mysterious  river  of  Africa,  whose  very  existence  was  so  long  a 
matter  of  doubt,  and  whose  mouth  has  hitherto  defied  search,  and  baffled 
curiosity,  is  known  to  flow  not  far  distant  from  the  sources  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  would  pour  its  own  wealth,  and  that  of  its  tributaries,  through 
this  last  channel,  if  we  possessed  a  settlement  upon  it.  Vessels  saihng  frora 
Amei-ica  always  make  the  Cape  de  Verds,  and  from  thence.  Cape  Roxo; 
then,  gaining  a  sufficient  offing,  they  bear  up  for  Liberia.  A  settlement 
thei'efore  at  Bulama  would  materially  lessen  the  length  and  difficulty  of  the 
voyage  to  our  African  colonies;  and  from  the  greater  similarity  of  its  climate 
to  the  chmate  of  the  United  States,  would  be  the  best  spot  for  those  emi- 
grants, who,  coming  from  North  of  the  Potomac,  are  less  able  to  bear  the 
heats  and  fogs  of  an  African  atmosphere,  than  their  Southern  brethren. 
Between  Bulama  and  Liberia,  is  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  which  the  ut- 
ter impossibility  of  sustaining,  unless  at  a  gi'eat  expense  of  life,  will  ulti- 
mately cause  the  British  to  abandon— and  which,  even  if  it  is  not  abandon- 
ed, must  become  a  part  of  the  Americo-African  nation,  as  the  increasing 
settlements  of  Liberia  and  Bulama  enclose  and  embrace  it.  Once  firmly, 
fixed  on  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  we  may  deem  ourselves  in  posses- 
sion of  those  of  the  Senegal  and  the  Gambia;  having*  dependant  on  our  trade 
the  nations  near  the  head  of  the  Niger;  and,  if  the  supposition  as  to  the 
course  of  the  St.  Paul's  be  correct,  enjoying  an  easy  inland  water  commu- 
nication with  the  present  capital  of  our  possessions.  From  the  Senegal  to 
Cape  Palmas  will  then  be  our  own;  and  we  have  only  to  cast  our  e)'es  upon 
the  map  to  see  the  admirable  frontier,  which  will  be  thus  formed  for  our 
possessions, — a  frontier  including  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  Gambia,  Rio 
Grande,  Nunes,  and  Pongos,  Sierra  Leone,  Cape  Mount,  Liberia,  and  last 
and  among  the  most  important,  the  Kroo  nation,  the  native  seamen  of  Afri- 
ca,— a  frontier  easy  of  access  from  this  country,  and  affording  in  its  rivere, 
roadsteds,  and  harbors,  flicilities  for  the  most  extensive  commerce. 

It  may  be  said  that  a  jealousy  of  the  advantages  at  which  we  are  grasp- 
ing, and  which,  if  we  proceed,  we  will  obtain,  will  cause  the  interference 
of  other  nations:  and  that  the  Senegal,  the  Gambia,  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
Gape  Palmasj  will  be  previously  occupied,  or  wrested  from  out  hands?—^ 
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t>iat  other  settlements  than  those  of  tlie  free  blacks  of  America,  other  flags, 
than  the  stripes,  and  cross  of  the  Colonization  Society,  will  wave  upon  this 
coast.  Sir,  where  is  the  flag  of  Portug-al,  the  flag'  of  France,  the  flag  of 
Holland  ^  Sir,  tliese  flag-s,  if  they  wave  at  all,  wave  over  a  few  tottering 
ruins, — the  mouldering  tomb-stones  of  the  soldiers,  who  landed  and  settled 
beneath  these  banners,  and  who  found  their  graves  ready  yawning  to  rer 
ceive  them,  in  the  first  moments  of  their  ai'rival.  Where  is  even  the  flag 
of  England!'  It  waves  still  at  Sierra  Leone;  but  that  Colony  is  one  great 
lazar-house  for  the  Europeans  who  visit  it.  Yet  Portugal,  and  France,  and 
Holland,  and  England,  started  in  the  race  with  high  hopes,  and  appeared 
determined  on  success.  Nature,  however,  was  opposed  to  them.  Their  poj; 
pulation  sunk  before  the  climate  of  Africa;  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
tlie  settlements  were  soon  abandoned,  or  weakly  and  unprofitably,  and,  I 
may  sa}-,  cruelly,  maintained.  This  can  never  be  the  case  with  our  emi- 
grants and  our  settlements.  Had  the  climate  of  America  been  to  the  pil- 
grims, as  that  of  Africa  is  to  the  French  or  Portuguese,  or  to  the  white 
man,  no  matter  what  liis  nation  or  country,  America  never  would  have  been 
settled.  We,  Sir,  are  about  to  pom*  forth,  from  America  to  Africa,  pil- 
grims, to  whom  the  climate  is  as  genial  as  was  that  of  New  England  to  our 
forefatliers: — Pilgrims  too,  lu-ged  on  their  way  by  motives  more  strong,  by- 
far,  than  those,  which  brought  our  ancestors  to  Amerioa.  Those  who  will 
be  0U7'  settlers  in  Africa  are  retm-ning  to  their  fathers'  homes;  and  believe 
me.  Sir,  the  puny  and  sickly  colonies,  which  the  jealousy  of  any  nation  un- 
der the  sun  may  establish  in  Africa,  wiU  never  be  able  to  compete  with,  or 
to  stand  before  the  healthy  and  vigorous  population,  which  will  be  trans- 
planted from  our  shores.  The  white  man  must  become  tired  of  filling  the 
vacancy,  which  death  makes  among  his  fellows;  and  the  deed  of  Colonizing 
Africa  will  fall,  where  Heaven  has  appointed  it  to  fall,  on  the  free  coloured 
people  of  America.  Talk  not  then  of  any  European  nations  holding  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers  emptying  round  the  great  Cape  of  Western  Africa; — - 
give  us  but  the  possession  of  a  communication  with  their  head  waters,  by 
means  of  a  settlement  on  tlie  Rio  Grande,  and  the  elastic  pressure  of  our 
coloured  population  will  ultimately  exclude  all  other  people.  This  advan-. 
tage.  Sir,  consisting  in  the  physical  constitution  of  our  emigrants,  is  onej 
which  will  enable  us  to  carry  into  effect  any  operation  in  Africa,  which  the  , 
Society  may  deem  fit  to  commence. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  present  motion  is  premature,  and  that  the  time 
has  not  yet  arrived  for  making  settlements  at  the  places  which  I  have  men- 
tioned. But  that  the  purchase  of  temtory,  the  erection  of  buildings,  and 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  population,  are  things  which  have  retarded  the 
settlement  of  Monrovia  for  the  last  six  years,  during  which  time  its  popula- 
tion has  only  reached  twelve  hundred.  Although  our  experience  may  en- 
able us  to  make  the  settlements  proposed  in  a  shorter  time,  and  in  a  safer 
manner,  by  taking  the  first  settlers  from   among  the  already  acclimated  cg- 
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lonists;  j'-et  many  years  must  elapse,  before  they  can  attain  the  size  of  Mon- 
rovia. Had  we  three  such  settlements  as  this  last,  we  might  send  to  them 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  fifteen  hundred  emigrants.  But,  as  it  is, 
had  we  millions,  it  would  be  the  lireight  of  madness,  to  send  a  number  suf- 
ficient even  to  double  the  population  of  our  only  settlement.  The  number 
of  emigrants  must  depend  upon  the  capacity  to  receive;  and  this  again  is 
dependent  upon  the  quantity  of  vacant  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of,  and 
the  means  of  employment  within  the  Colony.  It  is  the  true  policy  of  the 
Society  to  increase  its  settlements  slowly.  The  number  of  property  hol- 
ders, and  those  interested  in  the  preservation  of  order,  should  alwaj^s  ex- 
ceed the  number  of  new  emigrants,  who  being  usually  destitute  of  proper- 
ty, or  means  of  support,  may  be  easily  persuaded,  or  forced,  into  any  mea- 
sures, which  may  supply  their  present  wants,  or  gratify  their  momentary 
excitement.  Several  years  must  elapse,  before  Monrovia  can  receive  more 
than  one  thousand  emigrants  annually. — Perhapsif  emigration  were  entirely 
suspended  for  a  year,  it  would  be  the  better  for  the  Colony.  Many  years 
must  elapse  before  the  new  settlements,  if  made,  will  be  able  to  receive  and 
support  as  many  as  we  now  send  to  Monrovia.  It  is  not  our  pohcy  to  press 
Colonization.  If  we  load  oiu*  settlements,  we  will  remove  more  free  blacks 
for  the  moment,  to  Africa;  but  we  will  create  discontent,  and  may  material- 
ly  retard,  if  not  prevent  subsequent  emigration.  The  more  numei'ous  then 
are  our  settlements,  the  greater  will  be  the  number  of  emigrants  that  can 
be  removed, — the  greater  will  be  the  capacity  to  receive  them  in  Africa; 
and,  more  markets  for  intercourse  with  fertile  districts  being  opened, 
the  greater  will  be  the  commerce  with  the  country,  and  consequently  the 
greater  the  facilities  of  transportation.  The  communication  now  established 
between  the  Colony,  and  its  dependencies  at  St.  John's,  Bassa  and  Sesters, 
is  maintained  altOf;ether  by  water,  and  so  it  may  be  with  the  proposed  set- 
tlements: therefore  the  difficulty  of  communication,  or  the  remoteness  of 
the  points  cannot  well  be  urged  as  an  objection. 

So  far  from  the  present  time  being  premature  for  negotiations  with  the 
natives,  for  the  purchase  of  territory  on  which  to  establish  Colonies,  it 
would  seem  that  none  could  be  more  propitious.  The  British  government 
has  nearly  succeeded  in  destroying  the  slave  trade  between  the  Gambia  and 
Cape  Mount,  and  between  Cape  Palmas  and  the  line.  The  natives  there- 
fore, feel  the  loss  of  the  market  which  they  have  heretofore  had  for  their 
slaves;  being  now  compelled  to  carry  them  across  the  desert  to  Tripoli,  or 
Southward  as  far  as  Congo;  thus  increasing  the  horrors  of  that,  which  has 
ever  been  so  dreadful.  The  slave  trade,  therefore,  is  fast  becoming  unpro- 
fitable:— when  it  is  quite  so,  it  must  cease ;  and  this  time,  when  its  gains  are 
so  doubtful,  appears  most  fit  to  establish  Colonies,  where  the  natives  of  the 
coast  where  it  has  been  hitherto  earned  on,  may  obtain  the  products  of  civi- 
lized communities,  in  return  for  the  lawful  articles  of  commerce,  the  pro- 
d«ice  of  their  soil. 
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One  ihin^,  Sir,  is  certain,  that  in  order  to  attain  the  ^-eat  end  of  this  So- 
ciety's labours,  the  emigration  under  its  auspicies,  must  amount  annually  to 
thirty  thousand,  and  upwards.  This  time  is  perhaps  far  distant,  and  the 
children  of  our  sons'  children,  may  perhaps  only  live  long  enough  to  witness 
it.  But  the  remoteness  of  the  period  should  not  stay  us  in  the  preparation 
which  may  hasten  its  arrival.  That  preparation  is  the  founding  of  settle* 
ments  upon  the  coast  of  Africa;  settlements,  with  such  advantages  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  as  shall  make  it  the  interest  of  the  free  coloured  peo- 
ple to  remove  to  them  and  support  them.  The  number  of  emigrants 
were  during  the  last  year,  more  than  treble  the  number  sent  the  year  be- 
fore, and  the  same  ratio  of  increase  will  soon  bring  us  to  the  time,  when  our 
present  Colony  will  not  be  able  to  receive  those,  whom  our  increased 
means  and  their  own  inclinations  will  enable  us  to  ti-ansport.  For  this  tima 
I  would  provide.  Congress  may  refuse  its  aid;  the  States  may  refuse  theirs; 
but  the  seed  is  already  sown,  and  the  refusal  of  the  National  or  State  Legis- 
latures to  afford  pecuniary  assistance,  cannot  retard  the  harvest.  The  sim- 
ple facts  of  the  independent  existence  of  a  civilized  nation  of  coloured  peo- 
ple, on  the  coast  of  Africa,  enjoying  the  fulness  of  virtuous  liberty,  govern- 
ed by  their  own  laws,  administered  by  their  own  kind;  and  the  abject  state, 
in  which  the  same  race  continues  in  this  countiy,  will  cause  the  present 
stream  of  emigration  to  swell  into  a  mighty  and  resisJess  torrent,  sweeping 
on  across  the  Atlantic;  and  the  facilities  of  transportation  afforded  by  the 
immense  commerce,  which  must  one  day  exist  between  the  countries,  will 
almost  unaided  bring  about  the  great  end  of  our  labours.  The  Northern 
negro  will  find  a  home  at  Bulama;  he  from  the  Middle  States  will  settle  on 
the  St.  Pauls';  and  the  Southern  slave,  enfranchised  by  the  liberal  philan- 
thropy of  his  master,  will  regain  his  father's  home  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cape  Palmas. — Then,  Sir,  shall  we  have  accomplished  our  scheme,  and 
with  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty,  have  rendered  unto  Africa,  that  which 
ia  Africa's. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Harrison,  from  the  Society  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  then 
rose  and  said: 

I  beg  the  ear  of  the  Society  for  a  few  moments,  while  I  presume  to  add 
to  the  rich  fund  of  zeal  and  confidence  which  the  Report  of  the  Board  has 
opened  to  us,  the  contribution  of  the  Auxiliary  Society  which  I  represent. 
I  am  instructed  to  assure  this  meeting  of  resolute  co-operation  and  cause  of 
increasing  hope,  from  a  quarter  not  among  the  least  interesting  to  the 
friends  of  African  Colonization,  I  mean  the  central  part  of  Virginia. — • 
Equally  removed  as  Virginia  is  from  that  hardy  disregard  of  the  opinions 
and  prejudices  of  others,  which  from  some  parts  of  the  North  has  alarmed 
the  temperate  eveiy  where,  and  irom  that  susceptibility  of  nervous  alarm 
w]iich  disquiets  our  more  Southern  neighbours,  they  who  know  her  best 
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already  predict  that  from  lier  borders  shall  come  out  the  most  useful  assist' 
snce;  and  the  most  enduring'  encoiu-agement  to  the  plan,  whose  yet  infant 
years  we  are  this  day  watching  over:— For  I  take  it  for  granted  that  that 
aid  which  is  to  be  most  efficient,  will  have  to  arise  in  the  slave-holding  states 
themselves.  1  trust  that  within  any  compartment  of  this  temple  of  Ameri- 
can patriotism,  the  voice  of  praise  to  Virginia  will  be  thought  no  ahen  sound. 
Let  me  then  speak  of  her  as  she  is:  proud  and  self-balanced,  yet  she  boasts 
not  that  independence  of  the  moral  sense  of  the  world,  which  is  among  the 
examples  of  this  age;  and  they  who  boast  this  independence,  delude  them- 
selves much  w"hen  they  imagine  the  general  feeling  of  Virginia  to  be  simi- 
lar to  their  own:  she  is  above  fear,  because  she  is  without  reproach.  Am- 
bitious the  world  calls  her,  yet  when  in  power  careful  only  for  others;  irrita- 
ble the  world  knows  her  to  be,  but  hers  is  not  the  sensitiveness  of  selfish- 
ness. Without  that  enterprise  and  never-flagging  industry,  which  is  the 
every  temper  of  New  England,  always  ready  for  useful  schemes  and  always 
onward;  Virginia  waits  for  sudden  irapidse  within,  or  contagion  from  with- 
out, to  induce  her  to  profitable  zeal  and  activity:  but  she  is  always  ready- 
armed  where  patriotism  and  humanity  call.  Come  but  to  her  with  propo- 
r.'ls  of  phillinthi'opic  enterprise;  let  no  disguise  excite  distrust — let  her  but 
be  sure  that  the  cause  originates  in  holy  honour,  and  moves  towards  ends 
which  will  "make  ambition  virtue";  and  nothing  shall  make  me  doubt  that 
she  lends  her  heart  to  it  as  sincerely,  as  when  she  wore  the  sceptre  and  the 
laiu'el,  and  was  first  in  all  things.  Meanwhile  it  is  not  matter  of  wonder 
that  there  have  been  some  scruples  in  her  mind  about  embarking  in  a 
scheme  touching  a  source  of  contingent  danger  to  her,  until  that  scheme 
could  be  well  understood,  and  its  tendencies  shown  by  experiment.  Vir- 
ginia and  the  South  had  a  right  to  demand  of  us  explicit  avowals  on  several 
heads;  and  I  am  happy  to  believe  that  the  votes  often  passed  by  the  Society 
with  reference  to  misrepresentations  of  its  views,  are  the  candid  sentiments 
of  every  individual  of  the  Society.  The  Society  has  reiterated  the  declara- 
tion that  it  has  no  ulterior  views  diverse  from  the  object  avowed  in  the 
constitution;  and  having  declared  that  it  is  in  nowise  allied  to  any  abolition 
Society  in  America  or  elsewhere,  is  ready  whenever  there  is  need  to  pass  a 
censui-e  upon  such  Societies  in  America.  Perhaps,  however,  -the  most 
cogent  appeal  to  Virginia,  is  to  be  made  by  showing  her,  that  the  Society- 
was  instituted  in  furtherance  of  a  feeling  excited  by  her  Legislature,  and 
that  the  plan  of  this  Association  is  exactly  that  originated  by  herself,  in  its 
object,  in  its  scope,  in  its  adjuncts,  in  its  inevitable  tendencies,  and  in  its 
liability  to  possible  collateral  dangers.  Nor  was  this  plan  rashly  originated 
by  herself;  the  projet  had  been  shown  tlu-ough  the  state  from  March  'til  De- 
cember, andWas  finally  adopted,  with  hardly  a  dissenting  voice,  in  the 
General  Assembly.  But  I  forbear  the  farther  use  of  this  topic;  I  feel  the 
incongruity  of  pressing  on  tlie  sense  of  consistency  of  any  body  of  men,  by 
forcing  on  them  the  authorsl^ip  of  a  noble  plan,  which  receives  the  auspices 
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of  this  tky,  and  the  g'viai'dian  care  of  this  august  assembly.  At  ali  eveiits., 
I  think  it  is  not  prematui'e  for  us  to  promise,  that  before  many  years,  if  the 
auUiorship  of  tliis  plan  imply  responsibility,  Virginia  will  be  ready  to  bear 
it;  if  it  impart  honour,  Virginia  will  claim  it. 

Perhaps,  Mr.  President,  the  day  has  passed  b)'',  when  a  few  individuals 
can  so  tower  above  the  world  in  talents,  in  loftiness  of  spirit,  and  in  influ- 
ence, as  to  make  the  ag-e  in  which  they  live  their  own.  Human  nature  has 
before  this,  won  tJie  highest  places  which  fame  can  allot  to  individual  great- 
ness; and  young  ambition  will  seek  in  vain  for  that  sphere  of  action  and 
those  fields  of  display,  wherein  humanity  has  been  privileged  to  exhibit 
"the  prodigality  of  heaven."  But  all  is  not  taken  from  us;  and  human  na- 
ture  as  a  whole,  is  yet  to  be  shown  in  higher  elevation  and  nobler  attitude. 
Society  begins  to  be  no  longer  a  mass,  but  a  combination  of  distinct  atoms; 
all  society  is  to  be  become  individualized.  We  are  trusting  this  day  in 
America  to  individual,  undirected  ojjinion:  those  influences  which  wise 
statesmen  know  are  the  only  true  "sohdities  of  mortal  power."  We  are 
waiting  the  gradual,  healthy  growth  of  a  literature  not  pensioned,  not 
patronised;  of  piety  not  upheld  by  law;  and  of  pati'iotism  guarded  by  httle 
more  than  public  opinion.  It  is  left  to  us  men  of  the  19th  centuiy  to  raise 
the  universal  character,  to  form  the  common  mind  to  high  designs,  to  tempt 
the  whole  into  a  co-operation  of  equalized  merit,  and  to  lend  the  mind  of 
the  whole  to  the  progressive  good  of  the  whole.  And  to  do  this,  the  age 
off'ers  us  many  gi-eat  helps.  The  broad  principles  of  general  truth  and 
justice  are  no  longer  left  to  grammarians  and  sophists  in  the  shades  of  the 
schools,  nor  to  the  theorists  and  the  oppositions  in  Parliament.  Senates 
have  hstened  to  the  high-sounding  demands,  the  natui'al  sentiments  of  ame- 
liorated humanity;  and  the  cold,  the  cynical,  have  shrunk  into  minorities 
that  need  not  the  ti'ouble  of  counting.  The  Dundases  and  the  Roses  have 
shot  their  pointless  jest,  and  put  forth  their  hardy  paradox;  but  the  parados 
has  fallen  before  the  powers  and  principalities  of  Truth,  and  the  jest  has 
sunk  down  to  the  earth.  The  policy  and  custom  of  governments  are  thus 
no  longer  a  clog  on  public  opinion.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the  striking 
truth,  that  the  spirit  of  commerce  is  not  now  the  avaricious,  selfish  thirst, 
it  might  once  have  been  said  to  be;  privileged  as  the  rich  merchant  is  by 
Providence  to  diffuse  happiness,  his  class  have  acquitted  themselves  of  their 
responsibilities  by  giving  Impetus  and  momentum  to  the  best  achievements 
of  the  age;  the  earnestness  that  gives  hope  to  others,  and  the  self-persuaded 
zeal  that  gives  success  have  come  from  the  merchants.  But  it  is  yet  want- 
ing, and  more  in  America  than  elsewhere,  that  richly  talented  men  should 
take  from  that  all-absorbing,  all-distui'blng  theme,  which  tinges  our  thoughts 
and  pollutes  our  feelings,  something  more  than  ajn  hour  of  listlessness  and 
leisure,  to  devote  to  the  beneficent  plans  of  the  day.  Sir,  is  the  time  never 
to  come  in  America,  when  they  into  whom  nature  has  breathed  resistless 
eloquence  and  inspiring  zeal,  an«l  added  to  these  a  lofty  ambition,  shall  seek 
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fame4n  some  other  path  than  political  life?  Half  a  century  has  now  passed 
since  our  independence;  yet  he  who  di'eams  of  eminence  and  renown  here, 
still  pictures  to  himself  the  lead  of  some  ti'iumphant  party  in  this  Hall;  the 
proud  security,  the  impregnable  supremacy  of  the  majority,  or  what  is  not 
less  "worth  ambition,"  the  tenacity,  the  fortitude,  the  magnanimous  con- 
stancy of  the  minority.  Yet  he  who  shall  note  a  hundred  years  hence  the 
good  that  America  has  done  for  the  world,  will  pass  by  many  a  name  now 
high  in  that  career,  and  look  with  a  smile  that  we  may  well  envy,  on  the 
single  white  man,  who  now  on  the  African  coast,  is  devoting  his  life,  his 
talents,  and  his  affections,  exiled  from  their  natural  objects,  to  rear  up  an 
enliglitened  commonwealth  there,  Avhose  example  is,  one  day,  to  tempt 
this  nation  to  the  greatest  deed  that  humanity  ever  performed.  And  the 
deep  tones  of  that  voice  which  cheered  the  Society  at  its  last  assembling 
here,  to  my  poor  apprehension.  Gentlemen,  did  then  achieve  a  triumph  of 
less  dubious  result,  than  when  it  gave  pulsation  to  the  faint  heart  of  South- 
ern America,  to  this  time  yet  equivocal  in  her  character,  perhaps  incompe- 
tent, perhaps  unworthy. 

When  1  think  on  the  undoubted  claims  of  this  Society  on  the  exertions 
of  all  classes,  of  those  who  are  chiefly  led  by  humanity,  and  alike  of  those 
with  whom  policy  is  the  chief  motive,  on  its  unexceptionable  harmless  cha- 
racter  to  all  m.en,  and  when  I  hear  the  cheering  accounts  from  Africa,  I  no 
longer  harbour  a  doubt  of  perfect  success.  There  are  two  aspects  of  the 
Society,  first,  as  it  relates  to  the  free  blacks  and  offers  them  an  asylum;  se- 
cond, as  it  relates  to  the  slave,  and  offers  an  outlet  to  such  as  their  masters 
may  voluntarily  manumit:  to  this  last  aspect,  so  hai'mless  and  so  inviting  to 
patriotism,  are  the  chief  objections  laid.  I  shall  not  say  a  word  now  to  vin- 
dicate it  in  either  aspect.  Let  it  only  be  said  tliat  most  of  those  now  hos- 
tile misunderstand  our  views: — I  think  they  ^wiU  soon  receive  light.  All 
who  are  indifferent  to  us  are  so  from  want  of  attention  to  the  great  end  pro- 
posed, which  would  else  leave  no  patriot  indifferent.  Of  these  persons  I 
am  sure  that  before  another  ten  years,  we  shall  count  on  our  side  all  the 
candid,  the  humane,  the  patriotic.  And  if  I  might  divine  something  of  the 
future,  I  would  say,  that  after  ten  years  to  come,  it  will  be  with  two  classes 
of  foes  that  we  shall  have  chiefly  to  contend.  The  first  is  that  number  of 
men,  not  large  I  tinist,  who  still  look  on  their  slaves  in  the  light  in  which 
most  men  regarded  them  when  the  slave  trade  was  legitimate.  There  are 
not  many  such  in  "Virginia.  Almost  all  masters  there  assent  to  the  proposi- 
tion that  when  the  slaves  can  be  liberated  without  danger  to  ourselves,  and 
to  their  own  advantage,  it  ought  to  be  done.  Of  those,  wherever  they  are, 
who  hold  their  slaves  with  that  same  sentiment  which  impelled  the  kidnap- 
per when  he  forcibly  bore  them  off,  I  know  not  how  morality  can  distin- 
guish them  from  the  original  wrong  doers,  pirates  by  nature,  and  pirates 
by  c;vi!ized  law.  And  if  there  are  few  such  in  Virginia,  I  feel  assured  that 
there  are  also  few  such  any  where  in  the  South.      The  second  class  is  not 
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\arge  either^  It  consists  of  men  of  respectable  age,  of  strong  peculiaritieg 
of  mind,  often  of  considerable  ability,  accompanied  by  invincible  prejudi- 
ces, among  which  is  foremost  a  prejudice  against  every  plan  not  originat- 
jng  with  themselves;  so  that  when  they  are  in  retirement  from  active  lifej 
and  the  world  advances  a  step  without  their  co-operation,  or  when  the 
world  having  undertaken  a  work  with  their  approbation,  does  not  flag  in 
it  just  luhen  the  wind  is  east,  vfhy  these  men  are  hostile  forever!  Spleen 
does  the  business  with  some,  nerves  with  others;  and  thus  many  a  Howard 
is  lost  to  the  world.  Amiable  philanthropists!  The  fop  in  Henry  IV. 
■would  have  been  a  soldier  could  salt  petre  have  been  dispensed  with;  so 
would  you  be  Howards  did  not  good  humour  form  an  essential  trait  in  the 
character.  Another  and  the  most  striking  prejudice  in  their  minds,  is  a 
<lispositi9n  to  discountenance  that  tension  of  feeling  in  many  minds  at  once, 
which  without  philosophical  precision  is  commonly  called  PUBLIC  SPIRIT? 
a  prejudice  which  desires  every  man  to  stay  at  home,  and  opposes  indiscri- 
minately all  the  active  schemes  of  the  day,  founded  chiefly  on  the  opinion 
that  if  the  state  of  society  in  America  forty  years  ago  could  have  been  per^ 
petuated,  we  should  have  secured  the  character  most  of  all  to  be  coveted, 
I  think  this  last  sentiment  prevails  no  where  so  much  as  in  the  South.  Sir, 
with  all  due  admiration  for  certain  individuals  of  the  Revolutionary  age,  i 
think  history  does  not  present  us  such  a  picture  of  that  time  as  to  excite 
regret  at  its  passing  away,  and  particularly  when  I  reflect  what  conception 
these  persons  have  of  the  ancient  character  of  their  native  states,  and  what 
they  most  admire  therein.  I  neither  regret  as  past  the  day  when  every 
man  born  in  poverty  felt  it  his  duty  to  nature,  to  follow  the  handicraft  of 
his  father,  nor-when  pride  of  blood,  and  wealth,  were  upheld  by  laws  of 
descent  and  homage  from  the  poor.  I  should  be  loth  to  believe  that  the 
character  of  America  had  reached  its  maximum  under  monarchical  rule;  I 
am  sure  it  ought  not  to  be  so  considered  in  Virginia, 

That  is  true  greatness  of  national  character  which  is  not  without  the  free 
operation  of  all  the  agents  of  moral  and  intellectual  excellence  in  constant 
impulse  on  it.  Therefore  a  national  character  which  cannot  be  preserved 
unless  all  but  a  few  are  to  be  dissuaded  from  seeking  learning,  or  unless 
some  bounds  are  put  to  the  acquisitions  of  industry,  or  ambition  made  the 
privilege  of  a  few;  a  national  character  which  makes  station  depend  otK 
something  else  than  merit,  and  poverty  no  necessary  consequence  of  waste- 
fulness, is  not  to  be  mourned  over  when  it  dies  away.  And  nature  is  little 
sparing  of  such  a  state  of  things;  she  has  been  almost  rutliless  in  the  rapidity 
"ttdth  which  she  has  hastened  its  downfal  in  America.  We  live  to  see  the 
overseer  and  the  steward  seated  in  the  mansions  of  their  former  employers^, 
and  yet  I  believe  the  poor  are  in  as  good  subordination  every  where  as  be« 
fore:  they  are  content,  but  contented  not  so  much  vv^Ith  what  they  have  as 
with  the  great  gain  in  wealth,  in  knowledge,  and  in  consideration,  which 
lies  within  easy  reach.  The  busy  epirit  which  in  our  time  in.  Amerissi 
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urges  every  man  to  try  to  better  his  condition,  and  so  fills  the  land  with 
struggling"  iipstai-ts  and  successful  tiovi  homines,  is  only  the  same  which 
leads  them  to  unite  their  enterprise  from  time  to  time  in  behalf  of  objects 
not  merely  selfish.  And  in  fact  there  is  no  situation  in  which  a  people^, 
who  are  moral  and  industrious  at  their  own  firesides,  each  man  attentive  te 
his  own  concerns,  are  exhibited  in  so  elevated  a  point  of  view,  as  when  oc» 
casionally  they  unite  in  some  great  work  of  benevolence.  Far  from  sneer- 
ing  at  zeal  when  it  inspires  great  masses  at  once,  the  wise  statesman  sees  ici 
it,  the  best  guarantee  for  union  in  times  of  difficulty,  the  best  school  of 
practice  for  the  patriotic  virtues. 

I  hail  these  symptoms  of  life  and  health  in  the  mighty  heart  of  AmericaJ 
I  hail  the  imited  feeling  which  has  brought  so  many  of  us  from  our  distaat 
homes,  and  our  personal  concerns,  to  devote  a  day  to  the  calls  of  nationa?^ 
policy  and  humanity.  It  is  not  sickly  sympathy  which  has  brought  us  herCp 
nor  overheated  enthusiasm  which  holds  us  together.  Of  all  the  achieve- 
ments of  this  age,  this  will  be  the  greatest^  for  it  will  arise  out  of  calm  con- 
viction, a  feeling  of  patriotism  not  yet  pressed  with  fear  of  immediate  dan- 
ger, and  a  forecast  that  looks  far  ahead;  and  its  object  the  whole  world  wili 
regai'd  of  a  magnitude  scarcely  ever  exceeded.  The  Society  has  completed 
eleven  years  since  its  foundation:  this  day  the  Report  puts  to  flight  every 
remaining  doubt  of  entire  success,  as  regards  the  practicability  of  tlie  plan. 
It  is  now  plain  that  if  the  people  of  the  U.  States  desire  the  things  it  can  be  ac- 
tomplished.  Already  we  may  begin  to  think  of  Africa  as  regenerating  her- 
self by  her  sons  returned  to  her  bosom;  already  we  may  contemplate  the 
humble  commonwealth  at  Liberia  as  a  fruitful  stock,  from  which  the  deserts 
of  Africa  are  to  be  made  glad  by  the  sentiments  of  a  better  nature.  Senti- 
ments not  unworthy  of  the  dying  Cato  when  Africa  received  his  blood,  sen- 
timents not  unwortliy  of  the  stoic  Lucan,  or  the  christian  Addison,  may  soon 
not  be  without  some  kindred  bosoms  there,  where  the  barbarian  and  the 
j)irate  now  possess  sole  right.  But  a  dearer  land  to  our  hearts  is  too  to  be 
regenerated.  A  wretched  class  cursed  with  ineffectual  freedom,  is  to  be 
made  free  indeed,  and  an  outlet  is  to  be  opened  to  those  who  will  volunta- 
laly  disencumber  themselves  of  the  evil  and  the  threatening  ruin  of  another 
domestic  pestilence.  Public  opinion  must  be  the  only  agent  in  this:  the 
isnost  reluctant  shall  not  be  forced;  the  most  timid  shall  not  be  alarmed  by 
any  thing  we  are  to  do.  Hitherto  and  henceforward  our  plan  has  been  and 
shall  be  without  constraint  on  any  one,  and  never  shall  we  offer  any  argu- 
ment or  invitation  to  humanity  divorced  from  patriotism.  To  this  truly 
quiet,  unofficious  spirit  do  I  trust  for  bringing  about  the  time  when  we  shall 
be  one  homogeneous  nation  of  freemen;  when  those  great  principles  now 
true  of  us  only  in  part,  shall  be  true  in  the  whole;  and  when  the  clear  light 
now  in  our  upper  sky  only,  shall  brighten  the  whole  expanse  of  the  Ameri- 
can character. 

Mr.  Harrison  then  moved  the  followina;  resolution; 
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Resolved,,  That,  afteranexperienceof  eleven  years,  this  Socie- 
ly  are  this  day  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  practicability  of 
their  plan,  and  assured  that  patriotism  and  humanity  alike  urge 
them  on  to  renewed  applications  for  contributions  from  the  pub- 
lic and  private  wealth  of  the  country. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Key  then  rose  and  said, 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  who  had  this  nig-ht  seen  and  heard 
»II  that  was  calculated  to  aninaate  them  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duo 
ties,  he  begged  leave  to  present  a  resolution  of  thanks  for  the  zealous  co- 
operation of  the  Auxiliary  Societies  throughout  the  United  States.  In  the 
increasing  exertions  of  these  valuable  branches  of  the  parent  Institution, 
the  Society  believed  itself  to  possess  the  most  satisfactory  pledge  that  its 
design  had  received  the  approbation,  and  would  ere  long  enjoy  the  support 
of  the  great  body  of  citizens  throughout  our  country.  Such  an  anticipation 
was  not  to  be  thought  delusive,  because  the  opposition  made  to  the  Society 
it  its  commencement,  still  continued.  On  the  contrary,  this  very  opposi- 
tion, properly  considered,  affords  the  fullest  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  oiu- ob- 
ject, and  the  fairest  presage  of  its  success. 

At  its  origin  the  Society  found  itself  in  a  very  extraordinary  situation.— 
It  had  scarcely  been  formed  when  it  was  assailed  by  opponents  of  the  most 
contrary  character,  from  the  North  and  the  South.  Men,  who  held,  upon 
these  subjects,  the  most  opposite  views,  who  agreed  in  no  one  thing  that 
related  to  our  coloured  population,  united  in  denouncing  us.  This  state  of 
things,  in  some  measure,  still  continues.  But  the  Board  of  Managers  have 
long  ceased  to  look  upon  it  with  alarm.  They  soon  perceived  that  a  wis- 
dom far  higher  than  their  own,  was,  in  a  way  most  contrary  to  their  expec- 
tations, gradually  preparing  the  public  mind  for  a  fair  consideration  and  fa- 
vorable reception  of  their  measures.  They  were  compelled  to  see  and  to 
acknowledge  that  it  was  best  it  should  be  so.  Had  the  design  of  the  Soci- 
ety been  approved  and  supported  in  the  outset  by  either  of  these  opposing 
parties,  it  must  have  encountered  the  settled  and  irreconcileable  opposition 
of  the  other;  but  as  it  is,  the  Society,  instead  of  being  espoused  by  the 
North  in  opposition  to  the  South,  or  by  the  South  in  opposition  to  the 
North,  has  been  sUently  filling  its  ranks  with  converts  from  both.  Its  cause 
has  been  gradually  bringing  over  the  moderate,  the  reasonable,  the  hu« 
mane,  the  patriotic,  from  all  parties  and  from  every  portion  of  the  Union 
to  give  their  aid  and  countenance  to  the  support  of  a  scheme  which  they 
once  opposed  only  because  they  misunderstood  it.  I  have  adverted  to  this 
•xtraordinary  opposition  that  the  friends  of  the  Society  may  not  be  dismay- 
ed by  it;  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  address  a  few  words  to  each  of  tkos© 
classes  of  opponents. 
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i  would  premise  what  I  have  to  say  to  them  by  stating  two  very  plaitu 
propositions.  The  first  is,  that  the  subject  of  slavery,  in  sonie  way  or  other^ 
will  come  into  the  thoug-hts,  feehngs,  and  plans  of  men  situated  as  we  are. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say — let  it  alone.  There  may  have  been  a  time  when  the 
excitement  now  felt  on  this  subject  might  have  been  stifled.  When  it  was 
determined  by  our  fathers  to  secure  to  themselves  and  their  posterity  the 
rights  of  freemen  and  the  blessings  of  independence,  then  should  they  have 
been  warned  of  the  exciting  consequences  that  would  result  from  the  ac- 
quisition  and  enjoyment  of  such  rights.  Then  should  it  have  been  shown 
how  they  would  lead  to  conceptions  and  discussions,  dangerous  to  the 
rights  of  property  and  the  public  peace.  Then  should  they  have  been 
called  to  choose  between  these  conflicting  interests,  and  to  count  the  cost 
of  what  they  might  lose  by  declaring  to  the  world  that  all  men  were  free 
and  equal,  and  appealing  to  Heaven  for  its  truth.  But  there  was  then,  no 
man  cold  enough  for  such  a  calculation — no  man  who  eould  darken  the 
brightness  of  that  day  by  raising  such  a  question.  It  is  too  late  now.  In 
this  age,  in  this  country,  the  agitation  of  this  subject  is  unavoidable.  Le- 
gislation never  can  restrain  it.  Public  sentiment  never  will.  You  may 
as  well  forge  fetters  for  the  winds,  as  for  the  impulses  of  free  and  exult- 
ing hearts.  If  speech  and  action  could  be  repressed?  there  would  be  ex- 
,CJtement  in  the  very  looks  of  freemen. 

The  other  proposition  is  this.  That  among  the  plans  and  discussions  that 
relate  to  this  delicate  subjectj  it  must  happen  that  some  will  be  rash  and 
dangei'ous. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  men,  not  well  informed  of  facts  as  they  ex.- 
ist,  and  misled  by  the  ardor  of  an  inconsiderate  zeal,  will  not  devise  pro- 
jects, and  hold  them  out  to  others,  which  may  be  attended  with  the  mos.t 
disastrous  consequences.  This  is  the  nature  of  tilings.  It  must  ever  be  so 
upon  every  subject,  which,  like  this  contains  within  itself,  the  elements  of 
great  excitement;  more  especially  when  that  excitement  is  connected  with 
some  of  the  best  principles  and  feelings  of  the  heart. 

Now,  Sir,  put  these  two  propositions  together — that  silence  and  inaction 
are  unattainable,  and  dangerous  and  improper  projects  almost  unavoidable; 
and  what  are  we  to  do ?  Something  we  must  do.  However  desirous  we 
might  be  to  do  nothing,  it  is  impossible,  because  others  will  not  consent  to 
do  nothing;  and  if  we  relinquish  the  task  of  action,  it  will  infallibly  fall  into 
hands  most  unfit  to  receive  it.  Nothing  remains,  then,  but  to  devise  some- 
thing safe  and  practicable,  and  place  it  in  prudent  hands. 

And  now,  Sir,  I  would  respectfully  ask  our  opponents,  of  both  descrip^ 
tions,  to  consider  whether  this  has  not  been  done  by  the  establishment  of 
this  Society.  I  would  ask  the  abolitionist  to  suspend  his  own  labours,  and 
consider  the  object  and  the  consequences  of  ours.  I  would  ask  him  if  it  is 
not  better  to  unite  v/ith  us  in  what  is  safe  and  practicable,  and  may  be  man- 
aged with  the  consent  of  those,  whose  consent  is  not  to  be  dispensed  witijs 
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than  to  attempt  to  force  his  own  views  upon  men,  by  means  which  tkey  de- 
nounce as  dangerous. 

Sh",  this  is  the  appeal  which  has  been  made  by  the  Society,  and  which  it 
yet  makes  to  one  class  of  its  opponents.  Nor  is  it  altogether  unsuccessful. 
Many  active  and  benevolent  men  are  now  with  us,  who,  but  for  this  Society, 
would  have  been  working  on  their  own  more  questionable  projects,  and 
vainly  attempting  what,  perhaps,  can  scarcely  be  pursued,  with  safety  to 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  country. 

And  may  we  not  appeal  also  to  our  Brethren  of  the  South — and  ask  their 
fair  consideration  of  the  two  propositions  I  have  suggested?  If  feeling,  dis- 
cussion,  and  action,  in  reference  to  a  subject  upon  which  they  are  so  sensi= 
live,  cannot  be  extinguished,  is  it  not  wise  to  endeavour  to  moderate  and 
restrain  them?  May  they  not,  if  they  cannot  give  their  approbation  to  our 
Society,  as  good  in  itself,  at  least  bring  themselves  to  tolerate  it  as  the  pre- 
ventive  of  greater  evils?  May  it  not  be  wise  for  those  who  must  know  that 
there  are  schemes  more  alarming  to  their  interests  than  Colonization,  to  suf- 
fer us  to  enlarge  our  sphere  of  action,  and  bring  those  who  would  others 
wise  be  engaged  in  dangerous  and  injudicious  projects,  to  unite  in  our  safer 
febours?  May  we  not  claim  at  least  this  merit  for  our  labours: — that  they 
are  safe?  May  we  not  appeal  to  the  experience  of  eleven  years,  to  show 
that  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  can  be  conducted  without  excite- 
ment or  alarm?  And  who  are  we,  we  may  be  permitted  to  ask,  to  whose 
hands  this  charge  has  been  committed?  We  have  the  same  interests  in  this 
subject  with  our  Southern  Brethren — the  same  opportunity  of  understand- 
ing it,  and  of  knowing  with  what  care  and  prudence  it  should  be  approach- 
ed. What  greater  pledge  can  we  give  for  the  moderation  and  safety  of  our 
measures  than  our  own  interests  as  slave-holders,  and  the  ties  that  bind  us 
to  the  slave-holding  communities  to  which  we  belong? 

I  hope  I  may  be  excused  if  I  add  that  the  subject  which  engages  us,  is 
one  in  which  it  is  our  right  to  act — as  much  our  right  to  act,  as  it  is  the  right 
of  those  who  differ  with  us,  not  to  act.  If  we  believe  in  the  existence  of  a 
great  moral  and  political  evil  amongst  us,  and  that  duty,  honor  and  interest 
call  upon  us  to  prepare  the  way  for  its  removal,  we  must  act.  All  that  can 
be  asked  of  us  is,  that  we  act  discreetly — with  a  just  regard  to  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  others; — that  we  make  due  allowances  for  those  who  differ 
-with  US;  receive  their  opposition  with  patience,  and  overcome  it  by  the 
fi-uits  that  a  favouring  Providence,  to  which  we  look,  may  enable  us  to  pre- 
sent from  our  labours. 

Mr.  K.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Auxiliary  Societies  throughout  the 
(Tnion,  have,  by  their  zealous  and  efficient  exertions  during  the 
year,  merited  the  thanks  of  this  Institution. 
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Mr.  CusTis,  of  Arlington,  addressed  the  Chair. 

He  said  that  it  was  not  his  design  to  have  trespassed  on  the  patience  «f 
the  Society  this  evening* — and  he  had  often  trespassed  before.  But,  in  as 
much  as  the  Committee  had  done  him  the  honour  to  hand  him  a  resolution* 
on  introducing"  it,  he  would  make  a  few  remarks.  As  an  old  and  faithful 
servant  of  the  cause,  he  was  always  ready  to  do  his  duty,  whether  in  the 
legislative  palace  or  elsewhere. 

He  approved  the  resolution  which  he  was  about  to  offer.  This  Society 
ought  to  be  the  fountain;  and  its  streams  ought  to  be  extended  to  every  seC" 
tion  of  the  country.  He  wished  to  see  it  so  multiplied.  It  was  a  design 
that  was  "twice  blessed";  it  blessed  those  who  gave,  and  those  who  receiv- 
ed. It  was  not  figuratively,  but  really  so — for,  said  Mr.  C,  if  there  is  an  ob- 
ject in  the  Christian  world,  which  bestows  benefits  not  only  upon  those  who 
neceive,  but  those  who  give,  it  is  that  for  which  this  Society  was  created. 

It  was  not  his  intention  now  to  detain  the  Society  long.  He  would  make 
but  a  veiy  few  remarks. 

My  days  of  enthusiasm,  said  Mr.  C,  have  long  since  gone  past;  and  I  now 
look  through  the  plain  medium  of  sober  truth,  upon  the  objects  of  this 
world.  Viewing  things  in  this  manner,  I  feel  that  the  design  of  the  Colow 
nization  Society  must  succeed,  as  strongly  as  I  feel  the  force  of  any  self- 
evident  proposition.  Sir,  it  cannot  be  otherwise.  Reason  and  experiejtce 
and  principle,  are  with  us.  The  land  of  liberty  is  not  a  home  for  the  slave. 
He  perishes  there.     His  mind  and  energies  are  withered. 

Sir,  if  we  go  back  to  the  olden  time,  and  mark  the  progress  of  events, 
what  do  we  see  ?  Two  bark%  at  different  periods,  left  the  shores  of  Eu- 
rope, and  spread  their  canvass  for  the  New  World-  Of  the  one  whick 
steered  to  the  North,  Religion  sat  at  the  helm,  and  with  her,  came  all  the 
kindred  virtues.  They  debarked  upon  a  bleak  and  barren  coast,  where,  by 
the  exercise  of  patient  industry,  social  harmony,  and  all  the  best  attributes 
of  man,  they  have  made  the  land  which  was  once  an  inhospitable  desert,  to 
flourish  and  "blossom  as  the  rose" — and,  Sir,  from  the  seed  of  these  Pil- 
grim fathers,  hath  descended  a  race  of  people,  who,  whether  you  shall  esti- 
mate  them  by  their  progress  in  the  arts  of  peace,  their  renown  in  war,  or 
theu-  active  and  successful  enterprise  on  the  soil,  or  the  wave,  have  not  their 
fellows  on  the  habitable  globe. 

The  bark  which  steered  for  the  South,  bore  the  Genius  of  Chivalry,  un- 
der the  gallant  pennons  of  Raleigh,  and  Smith,  with  all  the  noble  and  manly 
virtues  in  their  train.  From  the  followers  of  those  adventurous  leadings,, 
have  sprung  a  people,  who,  bom  and  nurtured  under  the  fervid  beams  of  a 
southern  sun,  so  genial  to  the  growth  of  the  strong  plants  of  Talent,  and 
Tobacco,  have  quick,  yet  kindly  feelings,  warm-hearted  friendships,  and 
genuine,  open-handed  hospitality.  God  saw  these  enterprises  with  appro- 
val, wafted  them  in  safety  over  the  trackless  main,  and  bid  them  fix  their 
abodes  on  the  soil  of  America.     Had  these  have  been  tlie  only  description 
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of  freights,  which  the  Old  World  ever  sent  to  the  New,  there  would  have 
been  every  thing  to  rejoice  at,  and  nothing  to  mourn;  but  alas,  Sir,  soon  did 
another  bark  speed  her  course  o'er  the  Atlantic  wave.  Rapine  and  outrage 
Ihrnished  her  lading,  Avarice  and  Ambition  trimmed  her  sails,  and  all  the 
4apk  and  deadly  passions  urged  her  on  her  baneful  way:  and  would.  Sir, 
tixat  Providence,  in  mercy  to  the  destinies  of  this  fair  countrj',  had  whelmed 
the  slave  ship  in  the  fathomless  deep,  ere  she  disgorged  her  accursed  cargo 
en  our  once  smiling  shores.  This  seed  of  evil,  planted  by  the  avarice  of 
©ur  ancient  rulers,  we  derive  from  those  who  have  gone  before  us:  it  is  our 
misfortune,  not  our  fault;  but  it  is  too  late  to  complain,  and  it  now  behoves 
us  to  apply  the  remedy,  while  remedy  we  have,  and  pave  the  way  for  dis- 
tant, though  certain  removal  of  the  evil,  ere  it  may  be  too  late  even  to  hope 
fcr  success. 

Sir,  the  prosperity  and  aggrandizement  of  a  State,  is  to  be  seen  in  its  in- 
crease of  inhabitants,  and  consequent  progress  in  industry  and  wealth.  Of 
the  vast  tide  of  emigi-ation,  which  now  rushes  like  a  cataract  to  the  West, 
not  even  a  trickling  rill  wends  its  feeble  course  to  the  Ancient  Dominion.— 
Of  the  multitude  of  foreigners  who  daily  seek  an  asylum,  and  a  home,  in  the 
Empire  of  Liberty,  how  many  turn  their  steps  toward  the  regions  of  the 
slave  ?  None.  No  not  one.  There  is  a  malaria  in  the  atmosphere  of  those 
regions,  which  the  new  comer  shuns,  as  being  deleterious  to  his  views  and 
habits.  See  the  wide-spreading  ruin  which  the  avarice  of  our  ancestral  gov- 
ernment, has  produced  in  the  South,  as  witnessed  in  a  sparse  population  of 
freemen,  deserted  habitations,  fields  without  culture,  and,  strange  to  tell, 
even  the  wolf,  which,  driven  back  long  since  by  the  approach  of  man,  now 
returns,  after  the  lapse  of  an  hundred  years,  to  howl  o'er  the  desolations  of 
slavery. 

Where,  I  ask,  is  the  good  Ship  Virginia,  in  the  array  of  the  National 
Fleet?  Drifting  down  the  line.  Sir, — third,  soon  to  be  fourth, — where 
next? — following  in  the  wake  of  those  she  formerly  led  in  the  van:  her  flag 
.still  flying  at  the  main,  the  flag  of  her  ancient  glory;  but  her  timbers  are  de» 
caying,  her  rigging  wants  setting  up  anew,  and  her  Helmsman  is  old  and 
weatherb eaten.  But  let  her  undergo  an  overhaul,  let  the  parts  decayed  by 
slavery  be  removed,  and  good  sound  materials  put  in  their  stead,  then  man- 
ned by  a  gallant  crew,  my  life  on  it,  the  Old  Thing  will  once  more  brace 
upon  a  wind,  aye,  and  show  her  stern  to  those  who  have  almost  run  her 
hull  under. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C.,  a  dawning  of  light  has  at  length  arisen  upon  the  dark- 
ness of  our  long  night  It  now  begins  to  break,  and  gives  glorious  promise 
of  its  future  splendour.  At  first  it  was  but  a  faint  and  feeble  streak  along 
the  verge  of  the  horizon.  Now  it  brightens  in  its  progress,  and  grows  on- 
ward towards  the  meridian  day.  It  rises  fi-om  that  land  whera  darkness  has 
hitherto  reigned  alone:  where  it  has  been  said  that  genius  sickens  and  fan- 
cy dies.     The  plave  returns  to  the  land  of  his  fathers,  the  land  for  which 
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nature  has  filted  him.  While  we  should  sicken  and  die  victims  of  that  ar- 
dent clnne,  the  native  African,  invigorated  under  the  influence  of  a  vertical 
sun,  glories  in  its  blaze  and  grapples  with  the  lion  of  the  desert.  But  ex- 
pose the  African  to  the  keen  rigours  of  our  northern  winter,  and  he  shivers 
and  dies;  while  the  white  man  can  bare  his  bosom  to  the  blast.  Nature, 
then,  has  pointed  out  the  way;  and  let  us  follow  to  obey  her  mandates. — She 
hath  drawn  a  line  of  demarcation  between  the  countries  of  the  white  matt 
and  the  black. 

Let  me  say,  Sir,  in  this  Legislative  Hall,  where  words  of  eloquence  have 
so  often  "charmed  the  listening  ear,"  that  the  glorious  time  is  coming  when 
the  wretched  children  of  Africa  shall  establish  on  her  shores  a  nation  of 
Christians  and  freemei.  It  has  been  said  that  this  Society  was  an  invasion 
of  the  rights  of  the  slave-holders.  Sir,  if  it  is  an  invasion,  it  comes  not  from 
without.  It  is  an  irruption  of  liberality,  and  threatens  only  that  freemen  will 
overrun  our  Southern  country — that  the  soil  will  be  fertilized  by  the  sweat 
of  freemen  alone,  and  that  what  are  now  deserts,  v/ill  flourish  and  blossom 
under  the  influence  of  enterprise  and  industry.  Such  will  be  the  happy  re- 
sults of  this  Societ}% 

Let  the  philanthropist  look  at  the  facts.  Nearly  two  millions  of  this  unhap- 
py people  tread  our  soil.  In  the  Southern  climate  their  increase  is  more  rapid 
than  that  of  the  whites.  What  is  the  natural  result,  if  some  means  are  not 
apphed  to  prevent  it?  What  is  now,  compared  to  our  own  population,  but 
as  a  molehill,  will  become  a  mountain,  threatening  with  its  volcanic  dangers 
all  within  its  reach.  What  is  the  next  consequence?  Why,  as  in  the  slave 
colonies  of  other  countries,  you  must  have  an  army  of  troops  to  keeo  in  awe 
this  dangerous  population.  What  a  sight  would  this  be,  in  a  land  of  liberty! 
The  same  breeze  that  fanned  our  harvests,  that  played  among  the  leaves  of 
the  cane  and  the  corn,  would  also  rustle  banners  of  war!  By  the  side  of  im- 
plements of  agriculture,  employed  in  the  works  of  peace,  will  appear  the 
gleam  of  arms.  Shall  it  be  said  that  we  are  not  hable  to  the  same  vicissi- 
tudes that  have  overtaken  other  nations  i'  No,  Sir;  we  are  operated  upon 
by  the  same  circumstances  to  which  other  nations  have  been  subjected. — 
The  same  causes  will  produce  the  same  effects,  as  long  as  the  nature  of  man 
is  unchanged,  in  every  clime. 

I  trust.  Sir,  that  the  march  of  mind  is  now  upon  its  glorious  way.  I  trust 
that  the  minds  of  all  have  been  sufficiently  opened  to  the  true  interest  and 
glory  of  the  country,  to  agree  with  me,  that  this  is  no  fitting  place  for  the 
slave.  That  this  country  must,  at  some  future  time,  be  consecrated  to  free- 
men alone.  There  are  many  individuals  in  the  Southern  country,  of  which 
I  am  a  native,  who  predict  that  the  plan  must  fail.  They  say  we  shall  go 
on  and  partially  succeed;  that  a  portion  of  the  black  population  will  go  out 
to  the  Colony,  and  after  residing  there  a  short  time,  become  discontented, 
when  the  plaji  must  be  given  up — and  that  the  evil  which  we  have  endea- 
voured to  remove  will  be  only  the  worse  for  our  exertion  to  obviate  it.    But 
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this,  Sir,  will  not  hold  true.  It  was,  as  it  were,  but  a  few  days  sinee,  a  small 
number  of  individuals  were  thrown  upon  the  shores  of  Africa.  And  what  is 
the  result?  Here  let  it  be  said — in  the  palace  of  legislation — that  this  peop 
pie,  but  just  now  a  handful,  are  rising  to  consequence,  and  to  a  capability 
of  the  enjoyment  of  political  and  civil  rights; — and  let  us  say  to  those  who 
doubt — this  is  the  evidence  in  favour  of  our  plan!  Ought  not  this  to  joiij 
all  hearts,  and  call  forth  renewed  exertions  from  those  whose  labours  have 
thus  far  been  crowned  with  unexpected  success? 

May  not  this  be  looked  upon  as  a  glorious  work,  the  success  of  which 
has  been  demonstrated!  And  when  the  time  shall  come, — and  I  trust  in 
God  it  will  come — when  this  free  and  enlightened  nation,  dwelling  in  peace 
and  happiness  under  the  mild  influences  of  its  government  and  laws,  shall 
have  fixed  deep  the  foundations  of  civilization  in  that  distant  land,  hitherto 
only  known  for  its  wide-spread  desarts  and  its  savage  race; — Oh  Sir,  what 
will  be  the  gratitude  of  that  people,  who,  transferred  from  the  abode  of 
their  bondage,  shall  enjoy  the  rights  of  freemen  in  their  native  clime! — ■ 
And,  Oh  Sir,  when  we  look  to  ourselves — when  we  see  the  fertilization  of 
those  barren  wastes  which  always  mark  the  land  of  slaves — when  we  see  & 
dense  population  of  freemen — when  lovely  cottages  and  improved  farms 
arise  upon  the  now  deserted  and  sterile  soil — and  where  now  deep  silence 
reigns,  we  hear  the  chimes  of  Religion  from  the  village  spire; — will  you 
not — will  not  every  friend  of  his  country,  thank  tliis  Society  for  its  patriotic 
labours'  Yes!  Kings  might  be  proud  of  the  effects  which  this  Society  will 
have  produced.  Far  more  glorious  than  all  their  conquests  would  ours  be : 
for  it  would  be  the  triumph  of  freedom  over  slavery — of  liberality  over 
prejudice — and  of  humanity  over  the  vice  and  wretchedness,  which  ever 
wait  on  ignorance  and  servitude! 

The  spirit  which  pointed  out  and  has  attended  the  course  of  this  Society, 
is  rapidly  gaining  ground  in  the  civilized  world.  I  trust  its  progress  will 
not  be  impeded.  I  trust.  Sir,  that  the  Eagle,  who  now  makes  his  eyry  in 
the  rocks  and  fastnesses  of  this  land  of  freemen,  will  spread  his  broad  pin- 
ions over  other  climes;  and  that  the  freedom  for  which  our  fathers  contend- 
ed, and  which  their  sons  know  well  how  to  prize  and  enjoy,  may  be  diffused 
wherever  the  human  footstep  is  imprinted  on  the  earth !  Yes,  Sir,  it  must 
be  so!  The  hberty  of  the  New  World,  will  find  its  way  to  the  old.  It  will 
grow;  it  will  flourish — for  it  is  an  imperishable  principle. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  ask  pardon  for  the  detention  I  have  occasioned  tlie 
Society,  at  this  late  hour.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  offer  an  apology  for  the 
strain  in  which  I  have  indulged.  I  may  have  overstepped  the  bounds  of 
moderation,  and  have  appeared  an  enthusiast.  But  surely  I  have  reason  to 
feel  the  truth  of  m}'  prophecies  of  success  to  this  Society.  I  was  myself  at 
first  a  sceptic;  but  being  sceptical,  I  did  not  refuse  to  inquire,  and  to  be 
convinced.  I  did  inquire,  and  I  was  convinced.  I  saw  the  beneficent 
\iews  of  this  association;  and  that  its  efforts  must  end  in  good.  I  recanted 
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die  erfe?»  I  hxd  at  first  tdopted,  *nd  have  ever  since  been  a  liege  subject 
to  this  great  design. 

Borrij  Sir,  at  the  close  of  the  revolution,  I  have  lived  to  see  great  things, 
and  great  men  too,  in  this  republic^-to  witness  events  which  have  lifted 
high  on  the  lists  of  national  renown,  our  beloved  country:  and,  now  that 
the  hoar  frost  of  time  shows  that  my  autumn  is  arrived,  and  my  fruits  of  ex» 
perience  should  be  gathered  in,  let  me  say  that  I  have  never  seen  any  de^ 
sign,  which  for  lasting  glory  and  national  benefit,  equals  that  of  the  Society 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  address. 

Let  us,  then,  renew  those  efforts  which  have  thus  far  worked  wonders 
with  slender  means.  Let  the  Society  keep  onward  in  its  glorious  couf se  of 
humanity — that  after  times  may  record  with  blessings,  the  constancy  of  its 
efforts,  the  benevolence  of  its  designs,  and  the  success  of  its  exertions. 

Mr.  C,  then  oflrere(J  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  is  confirmed  in  the  opinion  here- 
tofore expressed,  that  the  formation  of  Auxiliary  State  Societies 
throughout  the  Union,  with  subordinate  Associations  in  the 
several  Counties,  or  Towns  of  each  State,  is  an  object  of  vast 
importance,  and  deserves  the  consideration  of  all  the  friends  of 
the  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 

the  Treasurer,  for  his  able,  faithful,   and  gratuitous  services, 

during  the  year. 

The  following  regolution  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Institution  be  presented  to 
Mr,  AsHMUN,  the  Colonial  Agent  in  Liberia,  for  his  very  able 
and  successful  exertions  during  the  year. 

Mr,  FiTZHUGH  said. 

That  tie;  rose  to  propose  a  resolution,  which  he  did  not  doubt  would 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  meeting.  The  object  of  the  resolution 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  was  to  tender  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to 
an  individual  who  had  richly  merited  their  approbation  by  the  ability 
and  fidehty  witli  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office.  I  allude 
(he  continued)  to  the  Secretary,  to  whose  exertions  so  much  was  due,  and 
\>y  whom  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Society  hud  so  long  been 
carried  on,  with  results  of  the  most  beneficial  and  satisfactory  kind.     It  was 
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iiow,  for  the  first  time,  proposed  to  express  by  a  vote  of  thanks,  the  sense 
entertained  by  the  Society,  of  his  constant  and  vahiable  services.  And  if 
such  a  testimonial  had  hitherto  been  withheld,  it  was  not  because  a  doubt 
had  been  entertained  of  its  justice  or  propriety.  It  was  not  that  the  Society 
did  not  fully  appreciate  his  services;  but  it  was  rather  to  prevent  the  em- 
barrassment and  spare  the  feeling's  of  a  modest  and  amiable  man.  But  jus- 
tice te  ourselves,  as  well  as  justice  to  him,  dictates  that  such  an  expression 
should  no  longer  be  withheld. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  this  evening  presented  the  Society 
with  a  glowing  picture  of  its  successful  progress,  and  its  brilliant  prospects 
for  the  future.  The  Report  which  he  has  read,  must  cheer  the  heart  of  eve« 
ly  friend  to  African  Colonization,  and  stimulate  them,  by  assurances  of  un« 
exampled  success  thus  far,  to  animated  exertions  for  the  complete  acconi' 
pUshment  of  the  great  end  in  view. 

And  to  whom,  Sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  I  would  ask,  are  we  more  indebted  for 
these  glorious  results,  than  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary'  Who  has 
done  more,  by  zeal,  activity,  and  discretion,  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
Society.'  Through  him  its  benevolent  objects  have  been  made  known  in 
every  quarter  of  the  country.  The  North  no  longer  refuses  our  claim  to 
the  countenance  of  the  wise  and  the  good  The  West  listens  with  deep 
interest  and  benevolence  to  the  narrative  of  our  proceedings,  and  highly 
appreciates  the  patriotism  of  our  scheme.  And  in  the  South  a  firm  friend 
has  been  found,  seconding  the  views,  and  defending  the  principles  of  the 
Society.  Yes,  Sir,  the  State  of  Virginia  is  firm  in  her  friendship  to  the  ob= 
jects  of  Colonization,  and  will  never  desert  the  cause. — While  the  friends 
of  religion  throughout  the  whole  country,  give  th«  powerful  aid  of  their 
philanthropic  prayers  and  exertions  in  its  favor.  The  prejudices  which 
long  stood  in  our  path,  are  fast  diminishing  in  number  and  in  strength.  In 
many  of  the  States  the  Society  has  been  considered  worthy  of  Executive  re« 
commendation,  and  of  legislative  approbation.  Our  prospects  are  indeed 
most  encouraging,  and  good  news  is  flowing  in  upon  us  on  every  side.— 
Much,  very  much  of  all  these  cheering  results,  has  been  produced  by  the 
untiring  energy,  zeal,  and  industry  of  the  individual  to  whom  he  proposed 
to  give  the  thanks  of  the  Society.  Shall  we  withhold  an  expression  of  ap- 
proval, which  is  merely  justice  to  the  modest  merit  and  persevering  exer- 
tions of  our  Corresponding  Secretary?  I  know  that  no  such  feeling  is  en- 
tertained by  any  member  of  this  Society,  and  feel  confident  that  aU  will  join 
with  pleasure  in  adopting  the  resolution  which  I  now  sliall  submit. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the 
Rev.  R.  R.  GuRLEY,  for  his  long  continued,  disinterested,  and 
efficient  exertions,  in  behalf  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
eietj. 

Unanimously  adopted. 


28 

Mr,  GuRLEY  rose  and  said, 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  my  sense  of  the  kindness  with  which 
this  resolution  has  been  introduced  and  adopted.  I  feel  myself  unworthy 
of  the  honour,  the  distinguished  honour,  which  the  Society  have  been  pleas- 
ed to  confer  on  me.  I  must  attribute  the  very  flattering'  remarks  of  the  mo« 
ver  of  this  resolution  rather  to  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  his  owra 
feelings  than  to  any  merits  of  mine.  I  can  only  offer  to  him,  and  to  this 
respected  meeting,   my  unfeigned  and  heartfelt  thanks. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie  offered  the  following  resolution^ 
which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the 
Society  of  Friends  of  North  Carolina,  for  their  very  liberal  an«l 
persevering  efforts  to  promote  the  great  objects  for  which  it  wa* 
established. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Seaton,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted  unanimously: 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  entertain  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
aid  afforded  to  it  by  the  Clergy  of  all  denominations,  and  that 
they  be  respectfully  and  earnestly  requested  to  continue  to  ex= 
ert  their  influence  to  advance  its  objects. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  the  Society  then  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  j  and  the  Chair  hav- 
ing appointed  Messrs.  Fitzhugh,  Key,  and  Jones,  as  a  com- 
mittee to  report  a  list  of  names,  the  individuals  named  on  the 
subsequent  page,  were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie,  the  meeting  tendered 
their  thanks  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  for  the  able  and  dignified 
manner  in  which  he  had  presided  during  the  evening. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  the  meeting  then  adjourned?  at 
a  quarter  to  ten. 
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REPORT* 


At  no  time,  since  the  origin  of  this  Institution,  have 
the  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
been  permitted  to  appear  before  the  General  Meeting 
with  such  entire  confidence  in  the  ultimate  success  of 
their  scheme,  as  at  present,  when,  in  the  discharge  of 
duty,  they  submit  their  Eleventh  Annual  Report. 

The  Board  trust  that  the  events  of  the  last  year, 
now  to  be  recorded,  vvljether  relating  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society,  the  progress  of  the  Colony  of  Li- 
beria, or  the  increasing  disposition  of  our  countrymen 
to  lend  it  their  aid,  will  afford  evidence  that  this  con- 
fidence is  the  result  neither  of  imagination  nor  enthu- 
siasm, but  of  cool  reflection  and  sober  reasoning. 

It  was  announced  in  the  last  Report  that  the  brig 
Doris  was  preparing  to  sail  for  the  Colony,  with  a  con- 
siderable number  of  emigrants,  most  of  whom  were 
from  North  Carolina.  This  vessel  left  Hampton 
Roads  on  the  25th  of  February,  and,  after  a  somewhat 
protracted  passage  of  45  days,  arrived  at  Liberia,  on 
the  11th  of  April.  The  whole  number  of  passengers, 
ninety-three,  enjoyed  perfect  health  during  the  voyage, 
and  experienced  the  effects  of  the  climate,  with  the 
loss  only  of  two  small  children.  In  regard  to  the  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Ashmun  observes,  "all 
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^^  the  change  they  have  undergone,  seems  to  be  ksa  a 
^^  disease  than  a  salutary  effort  of  nature  to  accomrno= 
^<date  the  physical  system  of  its  subjects  to  the  new 
^^  influences  of  a  tropical  climate."  The  health  and 
prosperity  of  these  emigrants,  were  doubtless,  in  great 
measure,  to  be  attributed  to  the  sedulous  and  judicious 
attentions  paid  to  them  during  the  passage,  by  Mr. 
Wm.  P.  Matthews,  Supercargo  and  part  owner  of  the 
Doris,  and  to  their  comfortable  accommodation,  short- 
ly after  their  arrival,  in  the  receptacle,  (a  large  build- 
ing which  had  just  been  erected  for  the  benefit  of  new- 
comers) at  Caldwell,  a  settlement  on  the  St.  Paul's, 
not  less  salubrious,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial 
Agent,  than  any  one  in  the  extensive  West  of  our  own 
country^ 

On  the  12th  of  January,  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  Doris,  Lieut.  Norris,  in  the  schooner  Shark,  had, 
under  instructions  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, visited  the  United  States'  Agency  at  the  Colony, 
and,  by  his  presence  and  exertions,  contributed  to  aid 
the  influence  of  the  Colonial  Government  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade,  and  to  strengthen  senti- 
ments of  good  will  towards  the  settlement  among  the 
neighboring  tribes.  In  his  report,  Lieut.  Norris  re- 
presents the  ^'  Colony  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition, the  people  contented  and*  healthy,  and  the  na- 
tive tribes  friendly," 

By  a  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, 142  recaptured  Africans,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
vrere  placed  under  the  humane  provisions  of  the  law 
of  Congress  which  authorizes  the  Executive  to  restore 
to  their  native  land  all  such  Africans  as  may  have 
been  illegally  introduced  into  this  country,  and  the 
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abip  N'orfolk  was  employed  to  convey  them  to  tlie 
Ageucy  in  Liberia.  This  vessel  sailed  from  Savaii^ 
nail  on  the  10th  of  July,  and  anchored  at  Cape  Mont- 
6erado  on  the  27th  of  xlugust.  Of  the  whole  number 
of  passengers,  Mr.  Ashmun  writes  "it  may  be  interest- 
ing  to  the  Board,  as  a  proof  of  the  extensive  business 
and  resources  of  their  Colony,  to  observe,  that  not 
more  than  twenty  remain,  even  at  this  early  date,  (only 
seven  days  arrived)  a  charge  to  the  United  States.<»*«- 
Two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  have  situations  in  the 
families  of  the  older  settlers,  for  terms  of  from  one  to 
tliree  years.  The  remainder  are  at  service,  on  wages; 
to  be  paid  them  at  the  year's  end— when  it  is  my  in« 
tention  to  treat  them,  in  all  respects  as  settlers,  the 
natives  of  the  United  States,  (unless  the  Board  shallj 
ki  the  interim,  order  differently)  and  assign  them  their 
lands  as  to  other  emigrants.  I  have,  however,  en- 
gaged to  all  who  employ  these  people,  whether  as  ap= 
prentices  or  on  service  for  wages,  materials  for  one  suit 
of  clothing,  and  one  month's  provisions,  or  its  equiva- 
lent  in  tobacco,  for  as  many  as  they  take.  And  this 
trifling  gratuity  forms  the  last  object  of  expense  to  the 
United  States,  which  it  is  expected  will  ever  arise  on 
this  account.  And  for  this  early  relief,  they  are  whol- 
ly indebted  to  appropriations  made,  however  cautious- 
)y  and  sparingly,  towards  the  Colony;  the  members  of 
which,  to  repay  the  benefits  received  from  the  United 
States,  thus  take  the  burdens  which  would,  without 
them,  still  continue  to  press  heavily,  and  fulfil  the  be^ 
uevolent  intentions  of  the  Government  towards  the  re- 
captured Africans  in  their  most  extensive  sense," 

Encouraged  by  the  public  liberality,  and  the  nu- 
merous applications  for  a  paisage  to  Liberia^  th«  M^n« 
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agers,  during  the  Autumn,  despatched  three  vessels| 
only  one  of  which  can,  by  this  time,  have  reached  the 
Colony,  and  from  none  of  which  has  intelligence  been 
received. 

The  first  of  these,  the  brig  Doris,  sailed  from  Bal- 
timore on  the  10th  of  November,  with  eighty-two  pas- 
sengers. To  these,  twenty-three  others  were  added 
at  Norfolk,  making  a  total  of  105.  Of  this  whole 
number,  sixty-two  were  liberated  especially  for  colo- 
liization  in  Afrira. 

The  schooner  Randolph  was  employed  by  the  So- 
ciety  to  convey  from  Georgetown,  S  C.  twenty-six 
Africans  manumitted  by  a  single  benevolent  individu- 
al, near  Cheraw;  and  this  vessel  sailed  for  the  Colony 
on  the  5th  of  December. 

Subsequently,  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  persons 
embarked  in  the  brig  Nautilus,  and  are  now  on  their 
passage  to  Africa.  These  were  principally  from  the 
lower  counties  of  North  Carolina,  and  had  enjoyed 
the  friendly  advice  and  superintendence  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  who  liberally  assisted  them  in  making  pre- 
parations for  the  voyage.  Two  highly  respected 
members  of  this  society  were  delegated  to  accompany 
these  emigrants  to  Norfolk;  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
their  journey:  supply  them  with  clothing,  and  every 
other  article  necessary  for  their  health  and  comfort: 
and  these  duties  were  discharged  with  the  kindest  and 
most  faithful  attentions.  1  do  not  know,  says  a  cor- 
respondent, a  discontented  person  among  all  who  are 
about  to  embark. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  population, 

of  the  Colony,  including  emigrants  by  recent  expedi- 

"',  exceeds  twelve  hundred  persons:  and  that,  of 


this  uumber,  reckonins;  the  Africans  sent  out  by  the 
Government,  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  have  been 
introduced  since  our  last  anniversary.  Of  course,  three 
hundred  and  ninety-one  have,  the  year  past,  been  trans- 
ported by  the  Society.  To  have  added  a  larger  num- 
ber to  the  infant  Colony,  during  the  same  period,  even 
had  the  Society  possessed  the  most  ample  means, 
would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Managers,  have  been  in- 
expedient. They  doubt  not,  however,  that  every  en= 
suing  year  may  witness  a  considerable  increase  of  emi- 
gration, without  injury  to  the  Colony. 

The  Managers  rejoice  to  state,  that  Liberia  and  the 
adjacent  country  possess  resources  sufficient  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  a  very  numerous  population.  On  this  sub' 
ject,  the  Board  beg  leave  to  make  a  short  extract  from  an 
Address  of  the  Colonists  to  the  Free  People  of  Colour 
of  the  United  States,  dated  the  27th  August,  1827: 
^^Away  with  all  the  false  notions  that  are  circulating 
about  the  barrenness  of  this  country;  they  are  the  ob- 
servations of  such  ignorant  or  designing  men  as  would 
injure  both  it  and  you.  A  more  fertile  soil,  and  a 
more  productive  country,  so  far  as  it  is  cultivated, 
there  is  not,  we  believe,  on  the  face  of  the  earth. — - 
Even  the  natives  of  the  country,  almost  without  farm- 
ing tools,  without  skill,  and  with  very  little  labour, 
make  more  grain  and  vegetables  than  they  can  con- 
sume, and  often  more  than  they  can  sell.  Cattle, 
swine,  fowls,  ducks,  goats,  and  sheep,  thrive  without 
feeding,  and  require  no  other  care  than  to  keep  them 
from  straying.  Cotton,  coffee,  indigo,  and  the  sugar 
cane,  are  all  the  spontaneous  growth  of  our  forests; 
and  may  be  cultivated  at  pleasure,  to  any  extent,  by 
such  as  are  disposed.     The  same  may  be  said  of  rice, 


Guinea  corn,  millet,  and  too  many  species  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  to  be  enumerated.  Nature  is  here  con- 
stantly renewing  herself,  and  constantly  pouring  her 
treasures  into  the  laps  of  the  industrious." 

In  confirmation  of  this  testimony,  might  be  adduced 
the  opinions  of  many  disinterested  individuals  who 
have  visited  the  Colony;  yet,  considering  the  fact,  thatj, 
while  neglected  almost  entirely,  as  has  been  the  agri« 
culture  of  this  part  of  Africa,  in  consequence  of  the 
slave  trade,  African  provisions  can,  at  present,  be  pur- 
chased cheaper,  by  one-half,  than  American,  none  will 
question  its  truth.  Fine  cattle  may  be  bought  at  a  lit- 
tle distance  from  the  Colony,  at  from  three  to  six  dol- 
lars the  head;  rice,  of  the  best  quality,  for  less  than  a 
dollar  the  bushel;  and  palm  oil,  answering  all  the  uses 
of  butter  and  lard,  for  culinary  purposes,  at  twenty 
cents  per  gallon,  equal,  in  cookery,  to  six  pounds  of 
butter.  **The  Colony  is  wholly  supplied  with  coffee 
from  its  own  limits."  It  grows  without  culture  iu 
great  profusion,  and  may  be  purchased  of  the  natives 
at  about  five  cents  the  pound.  The  settlers  find  their 
time  too  valuable  to  be  employed  in  gathering  it,  yet, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ashmun,  it  may,  should  no  new 
plantations  be  made,  finally  be  exported,  in  consider^ 
able  quantities,  from  the  Colony. 

Agriculture,  it  must  be  confessed,  has  received  too 
little  attention.  The  reasons  of  this  are  found  in  the 
perplexed  and  difficult  circumstances  of  the  earliest 
settlers;  the  unfavourable  nature  of  the  lands  of  the 
Cape;  the  habits  of  many  who  first  emigrated,  acquired 
hj  their  long  residence  in  our  large  cities,  and  the  ig- 
Borance  of  all,  of  the  modes  of  cultivation  best  adapted 
to  the  climate  and  productions  of  Africa^  the  necessity 
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of  employing  time  in  the  erection  of  bouses  and  fortl* 
fications;  and,  above  all,  the  strong  temptation  to  en* 
gage  in  the  very  profitable  trade  of  the  country. 

The  inhabitants  of  Caldwell,  and  the  other  settle- 
ments on  Stockton  creek,  are  beginning  to  engage  iu 
this  pursuit  with  great  decision  and  energy;  and  enough 
has  already  been  accomplished  to  prove,  that  we  have 
not  overrated,  in  the  preceding  remarks,  the  produc- 
tiveness of  Africa;  and  that  time,  experience,  and  ef- 
fort, alone  are  requisite  to  realize  all  the  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  in  the  most 
fertile  and  favoured  tropical  countries. 

Tiie  trade  of  the  Colony  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
to  this  is  it  principally  indebted  for  its  present  remark- 
able prosperity.  *»It  is  carried  on  (say  the  Colonists, 
in  their  late  address,)  in  the  productions  of  the  coun- 
try, consisting  of  rice,  palm  oil,  ivory,  tortoise  shell, 
dye  woods,  gold,  hides,  wax,  and  a  small  amount  of 
coffee;  and  it  brings  us,  in  return,  the  products  and 
manufactures  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  Sel- 
dom, indeed,  is  our  harbour  clear  of  European  and 
American  vessels;  and  the  bustle  and  thronging  of  our 
streets,  show  something,  already,  of  the  activity  of  the 
smaller  seaports  of  the  United  States." 

By  means  of  this  trade  the  Managers  are  informed, 
that  many  of  the  colonists  have,  in  the  course  of  three 
or  four  years,  acquired  property  to  the  amount  of  sever- 
al thousand  dollars,  each;  and  that  there  exists, 
throughout  the  settlements,  an  abundance,  not  only  of 
the  necessaries,  but  of  the  comforts,  and  not  a  few  of 
the  luxuries  of  life.  The  great  advantages  of  this 
traffic  are  manifest  from  the  fact,  that  the  Colonial 
Agent  estimateB  the  annual  uett  profits  of  a  email 
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barter  to  several  factories  established  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Colony,  to  the  leeward  of  Monrovia,  and 
bringing  in  return  the  supplies  accumulated  in  exchange 
for  these  articles,  at  S4,700,  a  sum  nearly  adequate  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  whole  organization  for  the 
public  service,  both  for  the  United  States'  Agency, 
and  the  Colonial  Government.  In  consequence  of  an 
injury  done  to  the  schooner,  this  intercourse  has  been 
for  a  season  discontinued,  but  is  probably  resumed  be- 
fore the  present  time.  The  possession  of  larger  ves- 
sels would,  doubtless,  add  immensely  to  the  trade  of 
the  country,  and  the  interests  of  the  Colony. 

The  Board  rejoice  to  state,  that  three  new  fortifica- 
tions, and  thirteen  public  buildings,  exclusive  of  the 
churches,  are  either  completed  already,  or  so  far  ad- 
vanced as  to  authorize  the  expectation  that  they  will 
be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Forty  workmen, 
says  Mr.  Ashmun,  in  a  letter  of  March  last,  are  em- 
ployed in  erecting  them.  In  the  expense  of  many  of 
these,  it  is  true,  (being  indispensable  to  the  fulfilment 
of  the  benevolent  objects  of  its  Agency,)  the  Grovern- 
ment  has  shared;  yet  several  of  great  importance  have 
been  commenced,  and  depend  for  their  completion  up- 
on the  resources  of  the  Society  and  the  colonists. 

It  is  a  fact,  highly  creditable  to  the  public  spirit  of 
the  people,  that  a  company  has  been  incorporated  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  Montserado  river,  and  a 
subscription  raised  to  the  amount  of  about  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  while,  with  laudable  zeal,  the  stockhold- 
ers have  pledged  themselves  to  increase  the  sum  to 
four  thousand,  if  necessary,  to  effect  their  object.  To 
encourage  this  object,  the  Colonial  Agent  has  been  au- 
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thorized  by  the  Board  of  Managers  to  subscribe  for 
stock,  should  he  judge  it  expedient,  to  the  amount  of 
one  thousand  dollars.     (Appendix  C.) 

The  sum  of  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  annually,  in- 
cluding three  hundred  dollars  subscribed  by  the  Colo- 
nial Agent  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  the  colonists 
have  voluntarily  engaged  to  pay  for  the  support  of 
schools;  and  also  expressed  a  disposition  to  aid  liber- 
ally in  securing  the  services  of  a  physician. 

The  system  of  government,*  adopted  in  1824,  has 
continued  without  any  material  changes  during  the 
year,  and  has  fulfilled,  in  a  very  efficient  and  satisfac- 
tory manner,  the  great  purposes  for  which  government 
is  instituted.  At  the  last  election,  most  of  the  officers 
of  the  preceding  year,  were  reappointed,  and  "we 
commence  the  year,"  says  Mr,  Ashmun,  *^with  a  bet- 
ter prospect  of  harmony  in  the  different  operations  of 
our  little  civil  machine,  than  ever  before.  The  princi- 
ples of  social  order  and  of  a  good,  equable,  and  ener- 
getic government,  are  deeply  and  plentifully  implant- 
ed in  the  minds  of  the  influential  part,  if  not  of  a  ma- 
jority, of  the  colonists,  and  promise  the  certain  arrival 
(I  do  not  think  it  will  be  early  however,)  of  that  state 
of  improvement,  when  the  Board  can  safely  withdraw 
their  Agents,  and  leave  the  people  to  the  government 
of  themselves." 

The  Managers  have  nothing  to  relate  in  reference 
to  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  Colony,  that 
will  add  much  to  the  expectations  which  the  statements 
of  their  last  report  were  calculated  to  excite.  The  mo- 
tives by  which  the  earliest  emigrants  were  animated, 
and  the  severity  of  the  trials  to  which  they  were  sub- 

♦  Appendix  A. 
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Jected  on  their  first  arrival  in  Africa,  were  well  stilted 
to  invigorate  their  faith,  and  to  purify  and  exalt  their 
religious  character.  Hence,  no  village,  perhaps,  in 
our  own  land  exhibits  less  which  is  offensive^  and 
more  that  is  gratifying  to  the  eye  of  the  Christian,  than 
the  village  of  Monrovia,  Crimes  are  almost  unknown, 
and  the  universal  respect  manifested  for  the  Sabbath, 
and  the  various  institutions  and  duties  of  Christianity, 
has  struck  the  natives  with  surprise,  and  excited  the 
admiration  of  foreigners.  In  the  settlements  more  re- 
cently established,  there  is,  the  Managers  regret  to 
say,  less  attention  to  the  peculiar  duties  of  religion, 
and  a  sad  deficiency  in  the  number  and  qualifications 
of  their  ministers. 

It  were  unreasonable  to  expect  that  a  people  so  il« 
literate,  so  little  accustomed  to  reflection,  and  whose 
moral  habits  want  that  firmness  which  a  clear  under- 
standing of  their  reasonableness  and  importance  alone 
can  secure,  should  make  any  great  advances  in  intel- 
ligence and  piety,  without  the  admonitions  and  instruc- 
tions of  well  educated,  faithful,  and  persevering  reli- 
gious teachers.  The  Managers  regard,  therefore,  the 
benevolent  efforts  of  several  societies  to  establish  mis- 
sions in  Liberia,  as  promising  incalculable  benefits  to 
the  Colony,  as  well  as  to  the  African  tribes.  The 
Missionary  Society  of  Basle,  Switzerland;  the  Ameri» 
can  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions; 
and  the  Society  for  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missions  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church;  have  all,  during  the 
last  year,  resolved  to  send  Missionaries  to  the  Colony. 
The  Managers  perceive,  by  the  public  papers,  that  one 
individual  has  already  left  Germany,  for  the  purpose  of 
devoting  himself  to  the  cause  of  Christianity  in  Liberia, 
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The  system  of  instruction,  so  happily  organized  uu- 
der  the  Rev.  Calvin  Holton,  on  the  Lancasterian  plan, 
and  which  seemed  well  nigh  suspended  in  its  opera- 
tions by  ins  lamented  decease,  has  been  placed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  George  McGrill,  (an 
experienced  teacher  from  Baltimore,)  and  though  the 
schools  are  conducted  by  persons  of  colour,  who  are 
deficient  in  the  higher  branches  of  knowledge,  yet  their 
progress  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  and  every 
child  in  the  Colony,  native  and  American,  enjoys  their 
advantages.  We  have  already  mentioned  the  liberal 
support  which  they  receive  from  the  Colonists. 

Large  and  important  accessions  have  been  made 
during  the  year  to  the  territories  of  Liberia.  The  ne- 
gotiations which  were  stated,  in  our  last  report,  to  be 
in  progress  with  the  chiefs  of  Cape  Mount,  (the  trade 
of  which  is  estimated  at  850,000  per  annum,)  have 
been  satisfactorily  concluded;  and  the  actual  posses- 
sion of  the  soil,  which  may  ultimately  be  expected, 
could  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial  Agent,  at  the 
present  time,  be  more  advantageous  to  the  Colony.-— 
The  chiefs  have  stipulated  to  build  a  large  and  com- 
modious factory  for  the  Colonial  Grovernment;  to  guar- 
anty the  safety  of  all  persons  and  property  belonging 
to  the  factory;  to  exact  no  tribute  from  those  who  may 
resort  to  it;  to  encourage  trade  between  it  and  the  in- 
terior; and  forever  to  exclude  foreigners  from  similar 
privileges,  and  from  any  right  of  occupancy  or  posses- 
sion in  the  country. 

The  whole  left  bank  of  Stockton  creek,  from  the 

Moutserado  to  the  St.  PauFs,  (9  miles,)  was  secured 

to  the  Society  by  purchase,  in  1825,  and,  upon  this 

tract,  three  prosperous  settlements  are  already  estab- 
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lished. .  By  recent  treaty,  that  part  of  Bushrod  Islandy 
including  the  whole  right  bank,  has  been  ceded  to  the 
Society,  and  a  number  of  families  have  taken  up  their 
residence  upon  it.  It  is  intended  to  connect  this  tract 
with  Caldwell,  by  a  bridge  140  feet  in  length.  The 
situation  is  represented  as  eligible,  and  the  soil  ex- 
ceedingly fertile- 
Perpetual  and  entire  jurisdiction  has  been  obtained 
of  a  territory,  called  the  Junk,  situated  on  the  coast;, 
forty  miles  to  the  southeast  of  Moniovia,  between  two 
rivers  of  that  name,  and  by  which  there  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, be  opened  an  extensive  inland  Avater  communi- 
cation  from  Montserado  nearly  to  Young  Sesters,  a 
distance  of  about  ninety  miles.* 

The  Managers  stated  in  their  last  report,  that  the 
right  of  use  and  occupancy  had  been  granted  to  the 
Colonial  Government,  of  a  region  of  country  on  the 
south  branch  of  St.  John's  river,  north  nine  miles  from 
Young  Sesters;  that  the  factory  established  there  had 
already  proved  profitable  to  the  Colony,  and  that  the 
superintendent  of  this  factory  had,  by  his  integrity,  so 
impressed  the  minds  of  the  natives  in  favour  of  the  Col- 
ony, that  the  offer  of  the  Colonial  Agent  to  purchase 
Factory  Island,  in  the  mouth  of  the  St.  John's,  had 
been  accepted.  The  Managers  have  now  the  plea- 
sure to  add,  that  an  invaluable  tract  of  land,  of  indefi- 
nite extent,  contiguous  to  this  Island,  on  the  north 
branch  of  the  St.  John's,  belongs  to  the  Society. — 
Factories  have  been  erected  on  the  Island,  and  on  both 
branches  of  the  river,  and  ^'they  form,"  says  Mr  Ash- 
mun,  "new  links  of  union  between  the  tribes  along  the^ 
St.  John's,  and  your  Colony.     The  interests  of  both. 
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and  all,"  he  continues,  '^are,  I  trust,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance of  time,  to  become  perfectly  identical^  and  one 
aumeroasand  Christian  nation,  usingour  language  and 
enjoying  our  institutions,  to  cover  the  whole  western 
coast  of  Africa.'^* 

No  less  than  eight  stations,  from  Cape  Mount  to 
Trade  Town,  140  miles,  are  now  under  the  Govern^ 
ment  of  the  Colony,  and  four  of  these  have  been  acquire 
ed  during  the  last  year. 

^<We  have  already,  (says  the  Colonial  Agent,)  to 
some  extent,  counected  with  all  our  factories,  an  agri» 
cultural  appendage,  a  plan  which  has  proved  mutually 
advantageous,  in  different  ways,  both  to  the  country 
people,  and  the  Colony.  A  most  desirable  addition 
to  be  made  to  both,  is  a  school  for  the  instruction  of 
the  native  youth  and  children  of  the  respective  tribes 
in  which  our  establishments  are  situated.  Whether 
we  regard  such  schools  as  a  cheap  means  of  extend- 
ing the  power  of  the  Colony — as  the  most  effectual  in- 
struments of  civilizing  the  continent — as  a  noble  exer- 
cise of  rational  philanthropy,  or  the  best  expression  of 
Christian  piety,  (and  the  object,  1  think,  is  susceptible 
of  each  of  these  views,)  I  can  think  of  no  work 
connected  with  the  rearing  of  the  Colony,  of  which 
the  accomplishment  is  more  desirable.  I  think  it 
nearly  capable  of  moral  demonstration,  that  the  Afri- 
can tribes  may  be  civilized  without  expulsion  from 
their  chosen  settlements  and  villages^  and  without  that 
fearful  diminution  of  their  pojmlation,  which  has^from 
causes  that  do  not  exist  here  as  in  regard  to  the  In- 
dians of  America,  accompanied  the  march  of  civiliza- 
tion in  that  hemisphere.'^ 
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Were  it  necessary  to  adduce  other  evidence  of  the 
extensive  and  powerful  influence  of  the  colonists  over 
the  natives  of  Africa,  than  that  which  is  exhibited  in 
the  numerous  successful  negotiations  for  territory,  we 
might  state  that,  from  Cape  Mount  to  Trade  Town, 
(140  miles)  the  Chiefs  have  solemnly  bound  them- 
selves to  exclude  others  than  the  people  of  Liberia 
from  their  country;  that  the  Colony  is  at  peace  with  all 
the  native  tribes;  that  the  slave  trade,  formerly  almost 
their  only  traffic,  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  extinct;  that  to 
secure  education  for  their  sons  in  the  Colony,  is  an 
object  of  earnest  solicitude;  that  the  Colonial  Agent  is 
not  unfrequently  addressed  by  them  as  head-man  of 
the  whole  country;  and  that,  in  case  of  a  recent  robbe- 
ry committed  upon  several  individuals  of  Grand  Bas- 
sa,  in  the  service  of  tlie  Colony,  more  than  1000  men 
were  actually  marched  thence  under  arms  to  seek  di- 
rections how  to  proceed,  from  the  Government  of  Li- 
beria.    (Appendix  E.) 

It  has  been  ascertained  that  there  exists  in  the  inte- 
rior, 150  miles  from  the  Colony,  a  comparatively 
populous  and  civilized  people,  partially  acquainted 
with  agriculture  and  the  arts;  "where  (to  borrow  the 
language  of  Mr.  Ashmun)  the  horse  is  a  common  do- 
mestic animal;  where  every  article  absolutely  necessa- 
ry to  comfortable  life,  is  produced  by  the  soil,  or  man- 
ufactured by  the  skill  of  the  inhabitants;  where  the 
Arabic  is  used  as  a  written  language  in  the  ordinary 
commerce  of  life;  where  regular  and  abundant  markets 
and  fairs  are  kept;  where  a  degree  of  intelligence  and 
practical  refinement  exists  little  compatible  with  the 
personal  qualities  attached,  in  the  current  notions  of 
the  age,  to  the  people  of  Guinea.'^ 
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lotei'course  with  these  people,  a  knowledge  of  whom 
it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  natives  on  the  coast,  for 
the  sake  of  monopolizing  the  trade,  to  conceal  from  the 
colonists,  will,  it  is  expected,  be  shortly  commenced, 
and  cannot  fail  to  improve  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  Colony,  as  well  as  the  moral  and  intellectual  cha- 
racter of  the  Africans. 

Though  the  slave  trade  continues  to  be  prosecuted 
to  a  vast  extent,  and  with  circumstances  of  inhumanity 
no  less  infamous  and  appalling  than  in  former  years, 
yet  the  Managers  have  perused,  with  pleasure,  a  late 
decree  of  the  King  of  France,  for  its  more  effectual 
suppression,  and  have  learnt,  with  still  higher  satisfac- 
tion, that  Portugal  and  Brazil  have  determined  on  its 
speedy  abolition.  Nor  can  the  influence  which  the 
Colony  of  Liberia  promises  to  exert  for  the  prevention 
of  this  traffic,  be  regarded  as  among  the  least  important 
objects  to  be  effected  by  its  progress. 

The  Board  record,  with  grief,  the  death  of  two 
venerable  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  Colonel 
John  Eager  Howard,  who  long  presided  over  the 
Auxiliary  Society  of  Maryland,  and  who  ever  mani- 
fested a  deep  interest  in  every  cause  which  seemed  to 
promise  benefit  to  his  country  or  mankind;  and  the  Hon. 
William  Phillips,  of  Boston,  whose  contributions  to 
most  of  the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  land,  have 
seldom  been  equalled,  probably  never  exceeded,  in  the 
United  States.  They  have  also  to  lament  the  decease 
of  Dr.  J.  W.  Peaco,  late  a  physician  in  the  Colony^ 
who  died  at  Savannah  on  his  return  to  Africa. 

Convincing  evidence  has  been  received  by  the 
Board,  that  the  popular  sentiment  of  our  country,  is 
becoming  very  extensively  favourable  to  our  design^ 
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and  that  its  friends  thronghout  the  Union  are  disposed 
to  be  neither  inefficient  in  their  measures,  nor  scanty 
in  their  contributions  Nine  Auxiliary  State  Societies 
now  exist,  three  of  which,  with  subordinate  institutions 
too  numerous  to  specify,  have  been  organized  during 
the  last  year.  Nearly  all  the  ecclesiastical  bodies  of 
the  United  States,  have,  by  resolutions,  solemnly  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  that  this  Society  merits  the  con- 
sideration and  favour  of  the  whole  Christian  commu- 
nity, and  earnestly  recommended  it  to  their  patron^ 
age.*  Agents  have  been  employed  by  the  Society 
in  several  States,  and  their  able  and  unwearied  efforts 
have  greatly  strengthened  public  sentiment  in  our  fa- 
vour, and  added  to  the  number,  and  invigorated  the 
operations  of  Auxiliary  Institutions. 

The  liberality  of  many  churches  of  different  denom- 
inations, on  the  anniversary  of  our  National  Indepen- 
dence, or  on  the  Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or 
succeeding  that  day,  affords  reason  to  hope  that  the 
funds  of  the  Institution  will  receive  very  large  augmen- 
tations from  the  charities  of  future  similar  occasions. 

The  spirit  of  emigration  among  the  Free  Coloured 
people  now  prevails  much  more  extensively  than  ever 
before,  and  the  funds  of  the  Society  are  inadequate  to 
the  transportation  of  all  who  seek  for  a  passage. 

The  Managers  are  happy  to  state,  however,  that  the 
receipts  of  the  treasury,  during  the  year,  considerably 
exceed  the  amount  of  former  annual  contributions. — 
On  the  3d  of  February,  1827,  there  was  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  Sl,246.92,  since  which  time  Sl3,294.90 
have  been  received,  constituting,  with  the  preceding 
balance^  a  fund  of  Sl4,541.82,  of  which  Sl4;301.74, 
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iiave  already  been  expended,  leaving,  at  present,  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  S240  08. 

The  Board  record  with  gratitude  the  distinguished 
zeal  and  liberality  of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  North 
Carolina,  who  have  not  only  repeatedly  given  large 
sums  to  aid  the  design  of  our  Institution,  but  who  re- 
cently took  upon  themselves  the  whole  labour  of  su» 
perintending  the  outfit  of  emigrants  by  the  Nautilus, 
and,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  made  ample  pro= 
vision  for  their  health  and  comfort  during  the  voyage. 

Nor  would  the  Managers  fail  to  pay  a  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  two  excellent  sisters,  the  Misses 
Meades  of  Virginia,  whose  chief  joy  in  life,  was  to 
witness  and  assist  every  work  of  charity,  of  which^ 
they  regarded  as  first  the  object  of  this  Society,  and. 
to  it  consecrated  the  whole  of  their  estates.  During 
the  two  last  years,  the  amount  received  from  the  lega- 
cies of  these  lamented  friends  to  our  cause^  has  ex- 
ceeded four  thousand  dollars. 

A  gentleman  in  the  State  of  New  York  has  made  a 
donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  Society,  and 
offered  to  increase  it  to  one  thousand,  to  be  paid  in 
equal  annual  instalments,  should  one  hundred  individu- 
als be  found  disposed  to  contribute  with  the  same  libe- 
rality to  the  funds  of  our  Institution.  One  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  or  ten  thousand  annually,  for  ten 
years,  would  thus  be  secured  to  this  philanthropic  de= 
sign;  and  the  Managers  cannot  but  express  the  hope;^ 
that  many  will  be  found  ready  to  give  reality  to  this 
generous  and  splendid  conception. 

In  the  view  of  the  Managers,  the  time  has  now  ar- 
rived, when  the  possession  of  a  ship  by  the  Society,  to 
be  constantly  employed  iu  conveying  emigrants  to  Li- 


beria,  would  be  attended  with  numerous  advantaged. 
And  the  public,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  deny  the  means 
of  purchasing  one  well  adapted  to  this  purpose.  A 
fund  often  thousand  dollars  would  probably  effect  this 
object,  and  towards  this  the  Society  of  Friends  in 
North  Carolina  have  contributed  S250. 

But  among  the  events  of  the  year,  relating  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  Society,  the  appropriation  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Maryland  of  one  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
for  ten  years,  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  the  free  coloured 
population  of  that  State,  to  the  African  Colony,  de- 
serves a  prominent  place.*  The  Managers  flatter 
i'^emselves  that  the  Legislatures  of  other  States  will 
Eot  fail  to  imitate  so  honourable  an  example,  and  es- 
p  i  !ly  that  Virginia,  so  early  distinguished  for  her 
at!:-ciiment  to  the  cause  of  this  Institution,  and  who  has 
tv-cec  already,  made  donations  to  promote  it,  will  not 
fvll  to  sustain  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  her  magnani- 
mous character,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  to 
be  secured  by  its  triumph.f 

The  Legislature  of  Vermont  has  recently  instructed 
her  Representatives  to  support  the  Society's  applica- 
tion to  the  National  Grovernment;  and  resolutions  of 
similar  purport  have  been  submitted  by  a  committee 
to  the  Legislature  of  Ohio.J 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Society  at  its  last 
annual  meeting,  the  Board  immediately  after,  present- 
ed a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
prsying  for  aid  to  the  great  enterprise  in  which  they 
are  engaged;  which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
Tiiis  committee,  in  their  able  and  interesting  report^, 

*Appendix  D.  f  Appendix  D. 

^  Since  tliis  Report  was  written,  these  Resolutions  have  been  adopted. 
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express  the  opinion  'Hhat  it  is  not  easy  to  discern  an 
object  to  vvhicli  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  Uniou 
can  be  applied,  of  greater  importance  to  the  national 
security  and  welfare,  than  to  provide  for  the  removal, 
in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  several  States,  of  the  free  coloured  population  with- 
in their  limits.  And  your  committee  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  accompany  this  report  with  a  resolution  recom- 
mending, with  suitable  conditions,  such  an  appropria- 
tion, did  not  the  public  business^  remaining  to  be  dispo- 
sed of  by  the  present  Congress,  preclude  the  hope,  if 
not  the  possibility,  of  obtaining  for  a  resolution  the 
sanction  of  this  House.  The  committee  close  their  re- 
port with  an  earnest  recommendation  of  the  prayer  of 
the  memorialists  to  the  early  attention  of  this  House." 

The  Managers  trust  that,  from  this  very  brief  and 
imperfect  view  of  the  progress,  since  the  last  anniversa= 
ry,  of  the  great  scheme  of  this  Society,  the  conclusion 
is  inevitable,  that  this  scheme  is  both  practicable  and 
expedient;  most  charitable  in  effect  and  magnificent  in 
promise;  worthy  of  private  benefactions  and  of  nation- 
al aid.  They  beg  leave  to  solicit  the  attention  of  all 
to  the  following  language  of  the  colonists,  contained  in 
their  late  address: 

<'It  is  the  topic  of  our  weekly  and  daily  thanksgiv- 
ing  to  Almighty  God,  both  in  public  and  private,  and 
he  knows  with  what  sincerity,  that  we  were  ever  con- 
ducted to  this  shore.  Men  may  theorize  and  specu- 
late about  the  plans  of  the  Colonization  Society  in 
America,  but  there  can  be  no  speculation  here.  The 
cheerful  abodes  of  civilization  and  happiness  which 
are  scattered  over  this  verdant  mountain;  tne  flour- 
ishing settlements  which  are  spreading  around  it;  the 
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sound  of  Christian  instruction  and  scenes  of  Chrlstiaa 
worship,  which  are  heard  and  seen  in  tliis  land  of  brood- 
ing Pagan  darkness;  a  thousand  contented  freemen  uni- 
ted in  founding  a  new  Christian  empire;  every  object^ 
every  individual,  is  an  argument  in  demonstration  of 
the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  plan  of  colonization.'' 
Where  is  the  argument  that  shall  refute  facts  like 
these?  and  where  is  the  man  hardy  enough  to  deuj 
them?* 
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DR. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  in  Account  Current  with 

Richard  Smith,  Treasurer. 
1827. 

Feb.    12,  To  J.  Ashmun's  account  for  supplies,   $  124  00 

"  Note  due  in  Office  Bank  United  States,   400  00 

"  Mr.  Fonde,  5  00 

March2,    "  Jno.  Kennedy's  bill, 139  22 

"R.R.Gurley,   22  00 

"  Wells  8c  Dickinson, 30  00 

•*  J.  Kennedy's  acc't.  for  passag'e  of  emigrants  in  Doris,  691  00 

12,    "  Henry  Stone,  123  00 

"  Jno.  Kennedy,  298  36 

21,    "  Way  8c  Gideon, , 500  00 

26,    "W.A.Davis,   1181 

"  W.  Hawley,  on  account  of  J.  Ashmun, 200  00 

April    9,    "  J.  A.  Kennedy,  postages,  49  53 

"  R.  R.  Gurley,  salaiy,  , 250  00 

Hay    24,    "  J.  Ashmun's  account 125  37 

28,    "J.C.Dunn, 100  00 

June   15,    "  R.  R.  Gurley 500  00 

"  R.  R.  Gurley, 67  50 

20,    "  W.  W.  Niles, 200  00 

30,    "  Jno.  Kennedy, 178  88 

July      9,    "J.C.Dunn, 250  00 

25,    "W.Thompson, 6  25 

"R.R.Gurley, 1100 

"J.C.Dunn,    212  10 

"  J.  Ashmun's  account,  562  85 

August  1,  "  J.  A.  Kennedy,  postages,    31  04 

"  J.  Cooper, ^ 2  00 

"  J.  H.  B.  Latrobe's  account,   207  82 

"  Loss  in  notes,    4  98 

Sept.    1,    "  J.  Ashmun 47  37 

6,  "  Way  &  Gideon,  , 429  7S 

7,  "  J.  Ashmun'6  account  to  J.  Benson,   100  00 

"J.Benson,    100  00 

"  J.  Hanson,    10  00 

10,    "  Jno.  Kennedy, 149  40 

12,    "  J.  Henson ,  20  00 

24,    "  J.  Ashmun's  account,  on  account  of  Doris, 360  36 

"            do.            do.                              do 1,544  85 


Carried  forward,  ^8,065  44 
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i82r.  Brought  forward-,    $8,065  44 

Sept.  24,  To  Gales  &  Seaton, 18  75 

Oct.    20,    "  J.  Ashmun's account,   ,., 72152 

Dec.   10,    "               do.             do.     , 283  00 

"  I.  Gillet,  September  1, , ....,.,.;.....  50  00 

"  J.  Ashman's  salary,  20th  October,  ....   350  00 

*'  J.  A.  Kennedy,  postage,  8th  do. 36  25 

Octob.  8,    "J.C.Dunn, 385  43 

11,  "  J.  McPhail,  account, 364  68 

22,    "J.Laurie,.. 20  00 

25,  "  J.  Nourse, 40  00 

Nov.    12,    "  R.  R.  Gurley, 50  00 

17,    "  Jno.  Kennedy, 50  00 

26,  "            do. 12  50 

"            do. 158  64 

"J.C.Dunn, 386  43 

30,    "  J.  McPhail, 65  25 

Dec.     2,    "  C.  C.  Harper's  account, 812  07 

6,    "            do.                 do. 10  00 

12,  "   Samuel  Fisher's    do. 210  00 

13,  "  J.  Ashmun's          do 250  00 

"  Jno.  Kennedy, 188  71 

28,    "W.W.  Miles, 239  77 

1828. 

Jan'y.    9,    "  J.  A- Kennedy, 33  30 

12,    "  R.  H.  Douglass,  for  passengers  on  board  brig- Doris,  1,500  00 

"  Balance  in  hand,  including  $71  in  counterfeits,  . . .  240  08 

$14,541  82 


Supra  CR. 

By  amount  received  to  30th  April,  1827,  per  Repository  for  April,  $1,893  04 

30th  June,                        do.  June,        671  62 

25th  July,                         do.  July,        948  85 

15th  August,                    do.  Aug.      1,257  47 

19th  September,              do.  Sept.     2,133  54 

24th  October,                   do.  Oct.       2,519  89 

24th  November,               do.  Nov.      2,805  14 

31st  December,                do.  Dec.         706  32 

19th  January,  1828,         do.  '  Jan'ry.      359  03 

"  balance  in  hand,  on  the  1st  February,  1827, ....  ......  1,246  92 

$14,541  82 


do 
do- 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


APPENDIX. 


(A.) 

Offi,ct  of  the  American  Colonization  Society^ 

Washington,  May  18,  1825- 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  the  digest  of  the  laws,  and  the  plan 
of  civil  government  for  Liberia,  as  adopted  by  the  Agents  of  this 
Society,  having  been  read  and  considei-ed,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers,  considering  the  satis- 
factory information  afforded  by  recent  accounts  from  the  Colony, 
of  the  successful  operation  of  the  plan  of  the  civil  government 
thereof,  as  established  by  their  Agents  in  August  last,  and  see- 
ing therein  reason  to  reconsider  their  instructions  to  the  Agent 
of  the  29th  of  December,  1824,  now  approve  of  the  principles 
in  that  form  of  government,  and  give  their  sanction  to  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  digest  of  the  laws  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  same,  and  compare  them  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  1820,  and  report  to  the  next  stated  meeting. 


Office  of  the  Jlmerican  Colonization  Society, 

Washington,  May  23,  1825. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  this  day,  the  commit- 
tee appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  presented  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Board,  having  considered  the  digest  of  the 
laws  now  in  force  in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  dated  August  19, 
1824,  as  prepared  by  the  Agent,  do  approve  the  same,  and  de- 
clare the  same  to  be,  under  the  Constitution,  the  law  of  the  Co- 
4ony,  adding  thereto  the  following:  In  case  of  failure  to  find  re- 
cognizances for  good  bekaviour,  when  required,  the  person  so 
failing  shall  be  subjected  to  such  labour  on  the  public  works,  or 
other  penalty  as  the  Agent  shall  prescribe,  until  he  shall  find  re- 
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cegnisance,  «r  the  object  for  which  it  was  required  of  him 
have  been  answered. 

In  all  cases  of  banishment,  where  the  banished  person  has  no 
heir  in  the  Colony,  the  land  held  by  him  shall  revert  to  the 
CoIony» 

Resolved^  That  this  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  Colony,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  annul  or  impair  any  regulations  which  the 
Agent,  under  his  constitutional  authority,  may  have  seen  fit  to 
establish  subsequent  to  the  above  date  of  August  19,  1824. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resident  Agent  cause  to  be  printed  tw» 
thousand  copies  of  the  Constitution,  government,  and  laws,  of 
the  Colony  of  Liberia,  as  established  by  this  Board  at  Washing- 
ton, 23d  May,  1825. 

JAMES  LAURIE,  Acting  President 
R.  R.  GuRLEY,  Resident  Agent. 


CONSTITUTION 

For  the  Government  of  the  African  Colony  at  Liberia. 

Article  I.  All  persons  born  within  the  limits  of  the  Terri- 
tory held  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  Liberia,  in 
Africa,  or  removing  there  to  reside,  shall  be  free,  and  entitled 
to  all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Article  II.  The  Colonization  Society  shall,  from  time  t© 
time,  make  such  rules  as  they  may  think  fit  for  the  government 
of  the  settlement,  until  they  shall  withdraw  their  Agents,  and 
leave  the  settlers  to  the  government  of  themselves. 

Article  III.  The  Society's  Agent  shall  compose  a  Board, 
to  determine  all  questions  relative  to  the  government  of  the  set- 
tlement, shall  decide  all  disputes  between  individuals,  and  shall 
exercise  all  judicial  powers,  except  such  as  they  shall  delegate 
to  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Article  IV.  The  Agents  shall  appoint  all  officers  not  ap- 
pointed by  the  Managers,  necessary  for  the  good  order  and  go*- 
vernment  of  the  settlement. 

Article  V.     There  shall  be  no  slavery  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VI.     The  common  law,   as  in  force  and  modified  in 
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the  United  States,  and  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the  People, 
shall  be  in  force  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VII.  Every  settler  coming  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  those  now  of  age,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to 
support  this  Constitution. 

Article  VIII.  In  cases  of  necessity,  where  no  rule  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Agents  are  authorized  to 
make  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations,  of  which  they  shall, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  inform  the  Board  for  their  approbationi 
and  they  shall  continue  in  force,  until  the  Board  shall  send  out 
their  decision  upon  them. 

Article  IX.  This  constitution  is  not  to  interfere  with  the 
jurisdiction,  rights,  and  claims,  of  the  Agents  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  captured  Africans  and  others,  under  their  care 
and  control,  so  long  as  they  shall  reside  within  the  limits  of  the 
settlement. 

Article  X.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution, 
except  by  an  unanimous  consent  of  all  present,  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  two  successive  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 


PLAN  FOR  THE  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  OF  LIBERIA. 

The  necessity  of  a  mild,  just,  and  efficient  government  for  the 
preservation  of  individual  and  political  rights  among  any  people 
and  for  the  advancement  of  true  prosperity,  induces  the  Agents 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society  most  seriously  to  consider, 
and  immediately  to  adopt  a  system  for  the  better  regulation,  in 
this  Colony,  of  public  aftairs. 

I.  The  Agent  of  the  Colonization  Society  possesses,  in  this 
settlement,  sovereign  power,  subject  only  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Board. 

II.  The  Vice-Agency. — Three  individuals  shall  be  annually 
nominated  by  the  colonists  for  the  Vice- Agency,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent,  unless  special  reasons  forbid 
such  appointment. 

III.  Dmies  of  the  Vice-Agency. — The  Vice-Agent  shall  bead- 
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mitted  to  the  councils  of  the  Agent  in  all  important  matters,  and 
shall  express  an  opinion  on  all  questions  submitted  to  his  consi- 
deration. He  shall  aid  the  Agent  in  the  discharge  of  his  various 
duties,  and  in  the  defence  and  execution  of  the  laws.  In  case 
of  the  absence  or  sickness  of  the  Agent,  the  Vice-Agent  shall 
become  the  general  superintendent  of  public  affairs.  The  colo- 
nists shall  be  permitted  to  nominate  individuals  annually  for  this 
office,  yet  an  appointment  to  it,  may  at  any  time,  be  revoked  by 
the  Agent. 

IV.  The  Vice-Agent,  with  two  other  persons,  nominated  by 
the  colonists,  and  (if  approved)  appointed  by  the  Agent,  shall 
constitute  a  council,  who  shall  meet  when  requested  by  the 
Agent,  to  deliberate  on  measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  Colony.  Tlie  Vice-Agent  shall  consult  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  council  on  the  general  interests  of  the  settlement, 
and  make  a  report  to  the  Agent  whenever  he  may  believe  the 
common  good  to  require  it.  The  appointment  of  this  council 
shall  be  annual. 

V.  The  Judiciary  shall  consist  of  the  Agent  and  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  created  by  his  appointment.  The  Justices  shall 
have  cognizance  of  all  cases  affecting  the  peace,'  and  criminai 
cases  within  the  definition  of  petit  larceny 5  and  all  actions  of 
debt  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars.  In  the  Court  of  monthly 
sessions  the  Agent  shall  preside,  and  the  Justices  be  his  associ- 
ates. The  Court  of  monthly  sessions  shall  have  original  juris- 
diction in  all  actions  of  debt  where  the  amount  in  litigation  shall 
exceed  twenty  dollars,  and  in  criminal  causes  above  the  degree 
of  petit  larceny,  and  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  ca- 
ses whatsoever. 

Two  constables  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  Agent, 
■whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  execute  all  processes,  and  levy  dis- 
feesses  pursuant  to  writs  issued  by  the  Justices,  and  the  Court  of 
monthly  sessions,  and  to  aid  in  preserving  the  public  peace. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  monthly  sessions,  shall  be  appoint- 
ed annually  by  the  Court. 

The  following  committees,  the  military  committee  excepted, 
shall  be  appointed  hy  the  Agent,  in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  freeholders  annually,  whose  election  may  be  set 
aside  or  confirmed  by  the  Agent,  as  in  the  case  of  counsellors: 
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I.  The  Committee  of  Agriculture,  to  consist  of  two  persons, 
who  are  to  report  and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government  on 
all  subjects  relating  to  the  agriculture  of  the  Colony. 

II.  The  Committee  of  Public  Works,  to  consist  of  three  per- 
sons, who  are  to  report  and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government, 
on  all  subjects  relating  to  buildings  and  fortifications.  It  shall 
be  the  especial  duty  of  the  members  of  this  committee,  to  super- 
intend, in  rotation,  the  execution  of  the  public  works,  by  the  la- 
bouring force  employed  by  the  Government. 

III.  The  Committee  of  the  Colonial  Militia,  to  consist  of  all 
the  commissioned  of&cers  of  the  colonial  militiaj  who  are  to  re- 
port-and  serve  as  the  organ  of  Government  on  all  subjects  rela- 
ting to  the  militia  of  the  Colony.  Each  committee  shall  ap- 
point a  chairman,  who  shall  communicate  for  them  with  the 
Government  and  people. 

IV.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  of  Health,  who  shall  be  rea- 
dy at  all  times  to  report  to  the  Govei-nment,  on  all  subjects  re- 
lating to  the  health  of  the  Colony. 

These  committees  are  to  become  familiar  with  all  the  subjects 
relating  to  their  appointments,  and  be  ready  at  all  times  to 
meet,  consult,  and  report  thereon,  when  required  to  do  so  by 
the  Agent. 

Each  committee  shall  record  all  important  observations  and 
facts,  relating  to  the  subjects  they  investigate,  for  the  future  use 
of  the  Colony. 

V.  The  militia  of  the  Colony  shall  be  organized  into  one  corps, 
which  shall  act  as  infantry  and  as  artillery.  This  corps  shall  be 
officered  by  one  captain  and  two  lieutenants,  elected  by  the  men, 
but  confirmed  in  their  appointments,  and  commissioned  by  the 
Agent.  The  officers,  in  committee,  ghall  appoint  all  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Agent. 

The  officers  directly  attached  to  the  Agency,  and  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  him  without  nomination  by  the  People,  are: 

1st.  A  storekeeper,  who,  when  not  on  rations,  shall  receive  a 
small  compensation  for  his  services. 

2d.  A  commissary  of  ordnance,  who,  when  not  on  rations, 
shall  receive  some  compensation. 

3d.  A  colonial  secretary,  who  shall  likewise  receive  a  small 
compensation. 
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4th.  A  librarian,  who  shall  preserve  with  care  the  colonial  li= 
brary,  and  attend  to  the  delivery  of  books  at  hours  fixed  upon  by 
the  Agent. 

5th.  A  guard  of  twelve  privates,  two  corporals,  and  one  ser- 
geant commandant.  This  guard  shall  be  raised,  appointed,  offi- 
cered by,  and  subjected  to,  the  entire  and  direct  control  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  their  Agent.  They  shall, 
except  in  case  of  war,  or  manifest  danger,  perform  all  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  Colony.  The  settlers  being  thus  delivered 
from  this  heavy  burden,  are  expected,  and  will  be  required,  to 
devote  themselves  with  becoming  zeal  to  the  great  an^  para- 
mount objects  of  public  and  private  industry. 

6th.  A  superintendent  of  captured  Africans. 

7th.  Instructors  in  the  public  schools. 

8th.  An  Auctioneer. 

9th.   Crier  of  the  court. 


Digest  of  the  Laws  now  in  force  in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  August 
19th,  1824. 

1st.  Sedition,  mutiny,  insubordination,  or  disobedience  to  the 
lawful  authorities,  are  high  misdemeanors,  and  punishable  either 
by  the  Justice,  Court  of  Sessions,  or  prerogative  of  the  Agent,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

£d.  Quarrelling,  riot,  drunkenness,  Sabbath  breaking,  profane- 
ness,  and  lewdness,  are  infractions  of  the  public  peace,  and  pun- 
ishable, by  sentence  of  Justices,  or  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  with 
fine,  imprisonment,  standing  in  the  stocks,  or  whipping. 

Sd.  Persons  having  violated  the  peace,  or  committed  the  mis- 
demeanors specified  in  section  firsts  on  being  discharged  from 
custody,  must  find  recognizances  for  their  good  behaviour. 

4th.  Simple  theft,  in  which  the  property  stolen  shall  be  less 
than  five  shillings,  is  petit  larceny,  and  shall  always  be  punish- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  sentence  of  Justices,  or  Court  of  Sessions, 
by  a  fine  of  fourfold  the  value  of  the  property  stolen,  and  the 
culprit  to  find  recognizances  in  twenty  times  the  amount. 

5th.  Grand  larceny,  and  all  felonies,  punishable,  in  pursuance 
of  judicial  sentence,  with  whipping  and  imprisonment,  either  in 
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irons  or  not,  or  by  a  term  of  labour  in  chains  on  the  public  works. 
In  case  of  failure  to  find  i-ecognizances  for  good  behaviour,  when 
required,  the  person  so  failing  shall  be  subjected  to  such  labour 
on  the  public  works,  or  other  penalty  as  the  Agent  shall  pre- 
scribe, until  he  shall  find  recognizance,  or  the  object  for  which 
it  was  required  of  him  shall  have  been  answered. 

6th.  Every  able  bodied  male  person,  receiving  rations,  is  to  la- 
bour for  the  public,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Commis- 
sioner for  Public  Works,  two  days  in  each  week.  Every  person 
is  to  be  considered  in  good  health,  who  shall  refuse  to  report 
himself,  and  afford  satisfaction  of  his  inability  to  labour,  to  the 
Committee  of  Health. 

7th.  Every  able  bodied  person  as  aforesaid,  or  person  not  i-e- 
porting  his  indisposition  as  aforesaid,  neglecting  to  labour  on  pub- 
lic works,  or  negligently  attending  to  his  own  domestic  labours, 
during  the  four  days  of  each  week  allowed  him,  shall,  on  the  re- 
presentation of  the  Committee  of  Public  Works,  be  immediately, 
together  with  his  family,   put  on  his  own  resources. 

8th.  No  person  forfeiting  his  rations,  shall  have  them  restor- 
ed in  less  than  one  month. 

9th.  Persons  obstinately  refusing  to  acq\iiesce  in  the  express 
decisions  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof 
by  a  court  of  justice,  forfeit  all  their  real  estate  in  the  Colony, 
and  be  compelled  to  leave  it. 

10th.  Persons  trespassing  on  unappropriated  lands  by  cutting 
or  removing  timber,  or  other  property,  are  liable  to  exemplary 
damages. 

11th.  No  person  is  to  reside  on  the  lands  of  the  Colony,  with- 
out permission  of  the  Society,  or  their  Agent. 

12th.  Expulsion  from  the  Colony  may  take  place  on  conviction 
for  offences  directly  affecting  the  peace  and  good  government  of 
the  same;  and  when  ordered  by  the  Society,  in  punishment  of 
any  misdemeanors,  in  their  judgment  deserving  that  penalty. — 
The  property  of  exiles  to  pass  to  their  next  heirs  resident  in  the 
Colony.  In  all  cases  of  banishment,  where  the  banished  person 
has  no  heir  in  the  Colony,  the  land  held  by  him  shall  revert  to 
the  Colony. 

13th.  The  party  in  any  judicial  trial,  is  entitled,  if  he  desire 
itj  to  trial  by  jury. 


14tli.  The  common  law,  and  usages  of  the  courts  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  regulate  all  judicial  proceedings. 

15th.  All  persons  are  permitted  to  dispose  of  property  by  will. 
The  estate  of  intestates  to  be  committed,  with  letters  of  admin- 
istration, to  administrators  appointed  by  the  Agent. 

16th.  In  all  lands  appropriated  to  settlers,  every  third  lot, 
when  practicable,  shall  be  reserved  for  public  uses. 

17th.  No  person  shall  own  lands  who  does  not  reside  in  the 
Colony,  and  cultivate  at  least  two  acres,  or  carry  on,  with  con- 
sent of  the  Agent,  some  mechanical  trade,  and  build  a  substantial 
house  on  his  town  lot. 

18th.  A  substantial  house,  to  ansv/er  the  requisition  of  the 
preceding  section,  must  be,  1st.  of  sufficient  extent  to  accom- 
modate the  family.  2d.  Built  of  stone,  brick  or  pise?  or  of  frame 
or  logs,  weatherboarded,  and  covered  with  tile  or  brick. 

19th.  All  settlers,  on  their  arrival,  shall  draw  town  lots  and 
plantations,  for  which  the  Agent  is  to  give  them  a  certificate, 
specifying  their  number,  and  the  time  of  drawing.  If,  withiH 
two  years  from  that  date,  two  acres  of  land  on  the  plantation 
shall  have  been  brought  under  cultivation,  the  town  lot  cleared 
and  enclosed,  and  a  legal  house  built,  the  said  certificates  may 
be  exchanged  for  a  title  deed  of  such  lands,  to  be  held  thereafter 
in  fee  simple. 

20th.  All  town  lots  are  to  be  enclosed  by  the  proprietors  with 
a  good  fence  j  any  person  neglecting  to  make  such  a  fence,  shall 
be  answerable  to  his  next  neighbour  for  all  damages  he  may  sus- 
tain from  the  neglect,  by  application  to  the  Committee  of  Agri- 
culture, who  shall  proceed  as  directed  in  the  laws  of  the  13tb 
August,  1823.     (See  Journal  under  date  of  November  24,  1824.) 

21st.  Persons  holding  town  lots  or  plantations,  are  to  keep 
the  streets  contiguous  thereto,  clear  of  weeds  and  brush  to  the 
centre,  and  cultivate  any  trees  which  may  be  planted  thereon. 
Neglects  in  these  cases  are  to  fall  under  cognizance  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Agriculture,  who  are  to  proceed  as  in  the  law  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  section. 

22d.  Every  man-ied  man,  besides  a  town  lot,  shall  have  for 
himself  five  acres  of  plantation  land,  two  for  his  wife,  and  one 
for  each  child,  if  they  are  witli  him:  Provided,  That  no  single 
family  shall  have,  in  all,  more  than  ten  acres. 
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23d.  No  colonist  shall  deal  with  the  natives  of  the  country 
for  lands. 

£4th.  Nothing  but  articles  of  necessity  are  to  be  given  or  ex- 
pected in  the  rations  issued  from  the  public  stores. 

25th.  Missionaries  are  permitted  to  reside,  coming  out  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Society,  so  long  as  they  devote  themselves 
to  their  sacred  functions. 


(B.) 

We  have  stated  in  our  report,  that  eight  stations  (not  includ- 
ing Monrovia,)  from  Cape  Mount  to  Trade  Town,  (140  miles) 
are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Society.  These  are,  in  their 
order.  Cape  Mount,  the  St.  Paul's,  Bushrod  Island,  Junk,  St. 
John's  Factory,  Bob  Gray's  Factory,  Factory  Island,  and  Young 
Sesters.  We  here  publish  the  deeds  of  conveyance,  of  such  as 
have  been  received. 

No.  1.  Outline  of  the  agreement  with  the  Cape  Mount  Chiefs, 
August  12,  1826. 

No.  2.  Deed  of  purchase  of  the  St.  Paul's  lands,  May  11th, 
1825. 

No.  3.  Compact  with  the  Junk  Chiefs,  and  Geogi^aphical 
Sketch  of  the  territory. 

No.  4.  Deed  of  conveyance  of  a  tract  of  country,  on  the  north- 
bank  of  St.  John's  River,  called  Bob  Gray's  Factory. 

No.  5.  Deed  of  conveyance  of  Factory  Island. 

No.  6.  Deed  of  perpetual  lease  of  the  Sesters  Territory. 

No.  7.  Deed  of  north  part  of  Bushrod  Island. 


No.  1. 
Monrovia,  August  12fA,  1826. 
Sir:  The  detention  of  Capt.  Walstrum  a  few  days  beyond  his 
intention,  has  put  it  in  my  power  to  advise  you,  that  negotiations 
have  been  entered  into  with  the  Chiefs  of  Cape  Mount,  which 
promise  us  a  strong  hold  upon  that  important  point  of  the  Afri- 
can Coast.  The  absolute  purchase  of  territory  thei-e,  is,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  prejudices  of  the  native  tribes  who  hold  it, 
no  doubt  entirely  impracticable.  But  an  agreement  has  been 
concluded,  which  we  believe  may,  and  will  be  solemnly  ratified 


in  a  few  weeks,  that  will  secure  to  us  several  points,  which  we 
regard  as  second  in  importance  only  to  the  actual  purchase  of 
the  country.  The  outline  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cape  Mount 
chiefs  is  as  follows: 

1.  The  Colony  cedes  to  the  Governor  of  Cape  Mount,  the  right 
®f  establishing  a  trading  house  at  Cape  Montserado,  and,  for  the 
present,  permits  this  establishment  to  be  made  on  Perseverance 
Island. 

2.  And  cedes  also  the  right  of  employing  a  commercial  agentj 
from  among  the  settlers. 

3.  To  the  Colony  is  ceded  the  right  of  the  exclusive  use  of  a 
piece  of  land,  situated  contiguous  to  the  landing  of  Cape  Mountf 
and  the  right  to  appoint  and  employ,  on  those  premises,  any 
number  of  factors  and  traders. 

4.  The  Chiefs  of  Cape  Mount  agree  to  build  in  the  first  in- 
stance, a  large  and  secure  factory  for  the  Colony  at  Cape  Mount, 
for  a  reasonable  compensation^  to  guaranty  the  safety  of  persons 
and  property  belonging  to  the  said  factory,  exact  no  tribute  or 
custom  of  it,  or  any  persons  resorting  to  it,  forever;  and  to  en- 
courage the  free  transmission  of  all  the  trade  of  the  interior,  to 
the  said  factory. 

5.  They  also  stipulate  expressly — 

Never  to  sell  their  country^  or  any  right  of  occupancy  in  it,  to 
any  Europeans  or  other  foreigners^  under  whatever  circumstances. 
' — Also, 

Never  to  permit  any  English,  Prenchmauy  Spaniard,  or  other 
than  the  Colonists  of  Liberia,  to  establish  a  factory,  or  trading 
house,  ashore,  either  for  slaves,  or  produce;  but  to  oblige  them  to 
trade  always  from  their  vessels. 

6.  They  also  stipulate,  that  prices  shall  be  mutually  adjusted 
by  public  authority,  and  revised  by  the  same  parties,  every  four 
months:  and,  fixed,  shall  never  be  departed  from,  except  by 
mutual  consent,  and  a  mutual  understanding  first  had,  by  the 
same  parties. 

7.  The  Cape  Mount  and  Cape  Montserado  people,  shall  treat 
each  other  as  friends,  and  members  of  one  common  family;  and 
endeavour  to  obtain,  deserve,  and  keep  each  other's  confidence. 

Such  is  the  outline.  The  arrangement  is  important  in  itself; 
the  ultimate  consequences  can  hardly  fail,  under  good  manage- 


mfent,  of  being  much  more  so.  The  trade  of  Cape  Mount  is 
worth,  at  a  moderate  computation,  850,000  per  annum.  The 
exclusion  of  Europeans,  we  regard  as  tantamount,  its  present  ef» 
fects  on  our  Colony  considered,  to  the  acquisition  of  the  proper- 
ty of  the  soil;  to  which,  it  may  be  expected  to  lead,  as  soon  as 
the  growth  of  our  population  shall  demand  its  comprehension 
within  our  territorial  limits. 

P.  S.  Letters  received  this  day,  from  our  factory  at  Sesters, 
state  that  that  establishment  remains  unmolested;  that  King 
Freeman  stands  true  to  his  engagements;  and  that,  on  the  return 
of  the  dry  season,  our  interest  will  be  easily  established  there, 
more  effectually  and  advantageously,  than  at  any  former  period,, 
Respectfully,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ASHMUN. 

No.   2. 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents: 

That  King  Peter,  King  Long  Peter,  King  Governor,  King 
Zoda,  and  King  Jimmy,  in  person  and  by  their  representatives, 
for  themselves  and  their  people,  on  the  one  part,  and  J.  Ashmun, 
Agent  for  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  C.  M.  War- 
ing, Vice-Agent,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  said  Society,  on  the  other 
part,  having  met  by  previous  appointment  on  the  11th  of  May, 
1825,  at  Gourah,  on  Bushrod  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  strength- 
ening the  bond  of  friendship  between  each  other,  and  the  princi- 
pals and  people  whom  they  respectively  represent,  separately  and 
jointly  stipulate  and  agree: 

1st.  That  there  shall  be  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace  between 
the  parties  represented  in  this  Convention. 

2nd.  That  the  American  Colony  shall  never  disturb  the  Kings 
whose  signatures  are  attached  to  this  instrument,  nor  the  people, 
in  the  quiet  possession  and  use  of  the  lands  which  they  now  occu- 
py, or  may  hereafter  require  for  building  their  towns  or  making 
plantations. 

3d.  That,  whenever  hereafter  any  wild  lands  between  the  St. 
Paul's  and  Montserado  rivers  may  be  required  by  the  American 
Colony  for  plantations,  or  other  purposes,  the  authorities  of  the 
said  Colony  shall  previously  call  a  conference  of  the  Kings  herein. 
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• 

named,  and  settle  equitably  the  conditions  on  which  said  lands 
shall  be  occupied. 

4th.  The  American  Colonization  Society,  shall  have  the  right, 
in  consideration  of  Jive  hundred  bars  of  tobacco,  three  barrels  of 
rum.  Jive  casks  of  powder.  Jive  pieces  of  long  baft,  Jive  boxes  of 
pipes,  ten  guns.  Jive  umbrellas,  ten  iron  pots,  and  ten  pair  of 
shoes,  immediately  to  enter  into  possession  of  the  tract  of  unoc- 
cupied land,  bounded  towards  the  west  by  Stockton  creek,  and 
on  the  north  by  the  St.  Paul's  river,  including  the  free  use  of  the 
channel  of  the  said  river. 

5th.  The  authorities  of  the  Colony  shall  appoint  some  respect- 
able and  influential  king  or  head-man,  living  near  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory, to  whom  reference  of  all  differences,  between  the  colo- 
nists residing  on  said  territory  and  the  country  people,  may  be 
made  I  but  who  is  not  to  interfere  otherwise  in  the  affairs  of  the 

settlement. 

KING  PETER'S  ><*  mark. 

KING  LONG  PETER'S  |xj  mark. 

KING  GOVERNOR'S  ><!  mark. 

KING  ZODA'S  ><  mark. 

KING  JIMMY'S  i><|  mark. 
J.  ASHMUN. 

CM.  WARING. 

fFitnesses^ 

King  Peter  Bromley's  ^  mark. 
Ba  Caia's  ^  mark. 

J.  S.  Mill. 


No.   3. 

THE  JUNK  ESTABLISHMENT. 

History  of  the  negotiation  for  the  same,  and  geographical  sketch 
of  the  Junk  territory. 

The  first  considerable  river  discharging  its  waters  into  the 
ocean,  to  the  leeward  of  Cape  Montserado,  is  the  Junk.  The 
District  contiguous  to  the  mouth  of  this  river,  as  is  usual  along 
this  coast,  bears  its  name;  and  commencing  five  miles  to  the 
windward,  extends  two  or  three  miles  below  it.     The  distance 
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of  the  Junk  from  Monrovia  is  roundly  estimated  at  40  miles, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  a  few  miles  greater  than  an  exact  ad- 
measurement would  give  it. 

The  Junk  District  is  traversed  by  two  considerable  rivers, 
which,  descending,  the  one  from  the  N.  N.  W.  and  the  other 
from  the  mountainous  country  to  the  E.  N.  E.  discharge 
their  waters  into  the  ocean  at  the  distance  of  only  two  miles 
from  each  other.  A  peninsular  tongue  of  alluvial,  sandy  land, 
of  several  miles  extent,  is  formed  by  the  near  approach  and  al« 
most  parallel  direction  of  these  rivers,  towards  their  mouths.— 
The  river,  on  the  southeastern  side  of  this  peninsula,  is  called  the 
Jmik;  and  that  on  the  north,  is  distinguished  as  tha  Bed  Junks 
a  name  descriptive  of  the  colour  of  the  clay  of  which  its  banka 
are  partly  composed.  * 

Both  rivers  are  navigable  by  boats,  the  Red  Junk  particularly, 
on  which  canoes  are  daily  in  the  practice  of  ascending  a  distance 
©f  more  than  40  miles,  and  thus  approaching  within  five  miles  of 
the  navigable  parts  of  the  Montserado.  The  anchorage  off  the 
mouths  of  these  rivers,  and  the  landing  across  the  bars  by  which 
they  are  subtended,  is  safe  and  practicable,  at  nearly  all  seasons 
of  the  year.  The  native  population  of  the  District  is  numerous, 
laborious,  and  enterprising:  and  the  trade,  consisting  chiefly  of 
rice  and  camwood,  considerable. 

One  of  the  most  obvious  measures  for  benefitting  the  settlements 
on  the  Montserado,  which  a  bare  inspection  of  a  map  of  this  part 
of  the  coast  suggests,  and  a  very  slight  acquaintance  with  its  re= 
sources  demonstrates  to  be  of  great  importance,  is  the  opening  of 
an  extensive  inland  water  communication  between  the  Bassas, 
and  Cape  Montserado.  The  Red  Junk,  of  itself,  presents  the 
means,  as  has  been  already  stated,  of  carrying  on  this  communis 
cation  nearly  50  miles.  The  Junk  will  carry  it  ten  miles  far- 
ther down  the  coast,  when  the  St.  John's  and  its  different  branch- 
es are  said  to  afford  the  means  of  its  extension  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Sesters. 

The  Colony  has  already  a  strong  footing  in  the  St.  John's;  and, 
it  is  believed,  a  safe  and  permanent  one  at  the  Sesters.  The  oc- 
cupation of  the  Junk,  only,  is  wanted  to  complete  this  chain  of 
communication,  and  bind  the  whole  country  to  the  Colony  in  a 
strong  connexion  of  intercourse,  trade,  and  interests. 
9 
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The  inconveniences,  of  wanting  an  establishment  at  this  sta^ 
tion,  have  been  more  sensibly  and  frequently  perceived,  since  the 
occupation  of  the  Sesters  and  St.  John's,  than  before.  The  reg- 
ulations of  trade,  which  can  only  be  enforced  by  the  Colony  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  its  settlements  and  factories,  have  been  ex- 
tended to  no  part  of  the  coast  to  the  windward  of  Bullock  Town 
in  Grand  Bassa.  By  occupying  the  Junk,  the  Colony  would  be 
able  at  once  to  place  the  whole  line  of  coast  to  the  leeward  of  the 
cape  under  these  regulations.  The  trade  of  foreigners  would  be 
nearly  excluded.  And  as  the  consequence  of  both,  the  best  se- 
curity of  an  abiding  peace  with  all  the  different  tribes,  along  a 
line  of  more  than  100  miles  of  the  coast,  would  be  afforded  the 
Colony. 

The  co^i  muni  cation  between  the  leeward  tribes  and  the  Colony 
has  always  been  liable  to  very  unpleasant  and  frequent  interrup- 
tions from  the  impositions  practised  on  traders  arriving  at  the 
Junk  rivers,  on  pretence  of  exacting  ferriage  toll.  The  evil  ari- 
sing from  this  single  source  called  too  loudly  for  redress,  so  early 
as  1824,  to  admit  of  being  longer  neglected.  A  stipulation  was,  in 
September  of  that  year,  concluded  by  Mr.  Waring,  on  the  part 
of  the  Colony,  with  the  Junk  chiefs,  on  that  subject.  But  it  has 
been  frequently  and  very  artfully  evaded,  and  proved,  like  most 
other  conventions  unfavourable  to  the  immediate  interest  of  the 
natives,  to  be  too  weak  a  restraint  on  their  avarice. 

It  was  accordingly  determined  in  the  early  part  of  October, 
1826,  as  a  measure  of  equal  advantage  and  necessity  to  the  Col- 
ony, to  obtain  an  establishment,  if  possible,  on  the  peninsula  be- 
tween the  two  rivers,  at  which  a  factory  should  be  formed,  and  a 
Colonial  Agent  should  be  constantly  stationed,  whose  duty  it 
should  be,  besides  conducting  and  regulating  the  trade  of  the 
Colony  with  that  district,  vigilantly  to  watch  over  its  interests  and 
extend  its  influence  in  that  quarter.  In  pursuance  of  this  inten- 
tion, Mr.  E.  Johnson  and  Jesse  Shaw  received  a  commission  and 
instructions  to  negotiate  with  the  Junk  Chiefs*  for  the  cession  of 
-the  peninsula,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1826o 

*  These  chiefs  are  King  Prince  Will,  of  the  Junk;  King  Tom,  of  the  Red 
Junk;  Peter  Harris,  a  powerful  and  influential  Krooman;  and  the  headmen 

ffif  the  two  first,  Tom  French  and  Junk  Pepper. 


67 

The  Commissioners  met  the  Chiefs  in  Council,  the  10th  of  Oc- 
tober, and  spent  the  day  in  urging,  without  eifect,  a  proposition 
to  purchase  in  the  name  of  the  Colony,  a  part  of  their  Peninsula, 

On  the  11th,  it  was  perceived  by  the  Commissioners  thatj 
should  the  point  be  yielded  by  the  Chiefs,  and  the  land  sold, 
their  objections  would  be  merely  overruled,  but  could  not,  at  pre- 
sent, be  obviated  j  and  that  a  jealous  distrust  of  the  designs  of  the 
Colony  must  remain  with  them,  which  threatened  to  render  much 
more  precarious  the  possession  of  the  territory,  than  a  less  per- 
fect tenure  more  unanimously  and  freely  granted. 

A  perpetual  grant  of  the  situation  was  then  asked  for,  and,  af- 
ter a  short  consultation,  unanimously  made.  And  on  the  basis 
of  the  grant,  the  Commissioners,  on  the  same  day,  negotiated 
and  concluded  the  following  agreement,  to  wit: 

A  compact  with  the  Junk  Chiefs,  securing  to  the  Colony  the  occ%- 
pation  and  use  of  a  district  in  that  country. 

This  solemn  compact,  concluded  this  eleventh  day  of  October, 
1826,  between  J.  Ashmun,  Agent  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  on 
the  one  part,  and  King  Prince  Will,  King  Tom,  and  Peter  Har- 
ris, all  of  the  Junk,  on  the  other  part,  witnessetht 

That  J.  Ashmun,  and  his  successors  in  the  government  of  Libe= 
ria,  shall  enjoy  the  perpetual  use  and  entire  jurisdiction  of  all 
that  piece  of  territory  situated  on  the  mouths  of  the  Red  Junk 
j^nd  the  Junk,  bounded  on  the  northwest  and  north  by  the  ocean 
and  mouth  of  the  Red  Junk  river;  on  the  northeast  by  the  same 
river;  on  the  east  by  a  line  drawn  across  the  narrowest  part  of 
the  peninsula,  from  the  Red  Junk  to  Junk  rivers;  on  the  south- 
east by  the  Junk  river;  and  on  the  south  and  southwest  by  the 
Junk  river  and  the  ocean. 

That  the  said  Will,  Tom,  and  Harris,  shall  immediately  erect 
a  house  on  the  said  ceded  territory,  not  less  than  eight  fathoms 
in  length,  nor  less  than  two  and  a  half  fathoms  in  breadth,  divi- 
ded into  three  ground  apartments,  one  having  a  well-floored  and 
secure  loft;  which  house  shall  be  built  in  the  most  substantial 
country  style,  and  be  the  property  of  the  said  Colony  of  Liberia, 
to  be  used  for  a  trading  factory. 

That  J.  Ashmun  shall,  on  the  completion  of  the  said  factory, 
send  a  factor  to  reside  in  it  constantly,  and  supply  it  at  all  sea- 


sons,  with  the  best  assortment  of  trade  goods  in  hi«  power,  and 
require  all  the  traders  from  the  Colony,  resorting  to  the  Junk^ 
to  make  their  trade  in  or  at  the  same,  and  in  no  other  place. 

That  no  obstruction  shall  ever  be  placed,  by  the  headmen  of 
Junk,  in  the  way  of  the  free  access  of  any  traders  desirous  to 
resort  to,  or  returning  from,  the  said  factory. 

That  no  custom,  tribute,  dashes,  or  other  exaction  or  presents^ 
shall  at  any  time,  be  required,  by  the  said  headmen,  of  the  fac- 
tory or  traders  of  the  Colony,  on  any  pretence  whatever. 

That  the  prices  of  all  produce  and  merchandise  entering  int© 
the  trade  of  the  factory,  shall  be  settled,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  contracting  parties,  and  strictly  adhered  to  by  both. 

That  no  credits  shall  be  allowed  or  asked,  at  the  factory. 

That  Prince  Will,  King  Tom,  and  Peter  Harris,  be  paid,  eacll 
twenty  bars,  by  J.  Ashmun,  as  soon  as  the  factory  shall  be  begun, 
in  order  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  building.  Old  debts  to  the 
amount  shall  be  turned  towards  this  payment,  where  the  parties 
receiving  are  indebted  to  the  Colony. 

That  Prince  Will  shall  sell  to  the  factory  a  large  and  sound 
Kroo  canoe,  at  a  reasonable  price,  which  canoe  shall  remain  for 
the  sole  use  of  the  factory. 

The  parties  finally  contract  and  promise  to  present  and  pun- 
ish all  frauds  and  impositions,  practised  or  attempted  by  their 
people,  respectively,  and  hereby  bind  themselves  to  make  full 
indemnity  for  property  lost  or  damaged  by  the  violence  or  fault 
of  such  as  they  are  mutually  bound  to  control;  and  in  the  execu- 
tion  of  this  treaty,  and  all  their  transactions  with  each  other,  toi 
observe  the  most  perfect  good  faith. 

Executed  by  Elijah  Johnson  and  Jesse  Shaw,  on  the  part  of  the 
Agent  of  Liberia;  and  by  the  other  contracting  parties  in  person, 
at  the  Junk,  the  day  and  year  before  stated.  In  testimony 
whereofy  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set  their  hands. 

PETER  HARRIS,  his  ki  mark, 
TOM  FRENCH,  his  ^  mark. 
JUNK  PEPPER,  his  y,  mark. 
KING  WILL,  his  X  mark. 
KING  TOM,  his  k^  mark. 
J.  ASHMUN. 

Witnessed  by  Elijah  Johnson, 
Jesse  Shaw. 
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No.  4. 

Deed  of  conveyance  of  a  tract  of  country  on  the  bank  of  St.  Johv's- 
river,  by  B.  Gray  and  others,  to  J,  Jlshmun,  Nov.  20,  1826. 

This  Indenture,  made  this  twentieth  day  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  between  Bob  Gray,  Jack 
Gray,  and  Centipede,  Headmen  of  Grand  Bassa,  the  King  and 
other  Chiefs  consenting,  of  the  one  part,  and  J.  Ashmun,  Agent 
of,  and  in  trust  for,  the  American  Colonization  Society,  of  the 
other  part,  witnesseth: 

That,  in  consideration  of  three  hundred  bars  of  merchandise, 
paid  by  the  said  J.  Ashmun  to  the  said  Bob,  Jack,  and  Centi- 
pede, the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  the  said  Bob, 
Jack,  and  Centipede,  have  granted,  bargained,  sold,  released, 
enfeoffed,  and  confirmed,  and,  by  these  presents,  do  grant,  bar- 
gain, sell,  release,  enfeoff,  and  confirm,  and  into  possession  de- 
liver, all  that  tract  and  parcel  of  country  situated  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  great  central  trunk  of  the  river  St.  John,  in  the  afore- 
said country  of  Grand  Bassa,  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  on  the 
west,  by  a  line  running  due  north,  indefinitely,  from  the  water's 
edge,  due  north  of  the  west  end  of  Factory  Island:  on  the  east, 
by  a  line  running  in  the  same  manner  from  the  water's  edge,  due 
north  of  the  east  end  of  Factory  Island,  and  the  St.  John's  river, 
south,  and  extending  northward  indefinitely. 

To  have  and  to  hold  unto  the  said  J.  Ashmun,  intrust  as  afore- 
said, the  abovedescribed  tract  and  parcel  of  country,  in  fee  sim- 
ple, forever. 

And  the  said  Bob  Gray,  Jack  Gray,  and  Centipede,  for  them- 
selves, their  successors,  and  assigns,  the  said  tract  and  parcel  of 
country,  unto  the  said  J.  Ashmun,  his  successors,  and  assigns, 
in  trust  for  the  said  American  Colonization  Society,  against  the 
claim  or  claims  of  the  said  Bob,  Jack,  and  Centipede,  and  against 
the  claim  and  claims  of  all  other  persons  and  parties  whatevery 
do,  by  these  presents,  forever  warrant  and  defend. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  aforesaid  parties  have  hereunto 
subscribed  and  signed  their  names,  at  Grand  Bassa^ 
oa  the  day  of  the  year  above  written. 

BOB  GRAY'S  ^  mark. 

JACK  GRAY'S  >*i  mark. 

CENTIPEDE'S  X  mark. 

J,  ASHMUN, 


No.  5. 
Deed  of  conveyance  of  Factory  Island,  N'oi).  £0,  1826. 

TJiis  Indenture,  made  the  seventeenth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -siXf 
between  J.  Ashmun,  Ag;ent  of  the  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety, for  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  of  the  one  part:  and  Joe  Harris^ 
of  Grand  Bassa,  with  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  King 
and  Headmen  of  the  same  country,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseths 

That,  in  consideration  of  one  puncheon  of  rum,  three  boxes 
of  pipes,  four  bars  of  tobacco,  and  ten  muskets,  paid  in  hand,  by 
the  said  J.  Ashmun,  and  of  one  hogshead  of  tobacco,  ten  pieces 
of  cloth,  five  pots,  five  bars  of  beads,  one  Neptune,  four  iron  bars, 
three  casks  of  powder,  and  ten  cutlasses,  and  one  hundred  flints, 
to  be  paid  by  the  same  unto  the  same,  the  said  Joe  Harris,  for 
himself,  his  heirs,  assigns,  administrators,  and  executors,  hath 
sold,  granted,  bargained,  released,  and  enfeoffed,  and,  by  these 
presents,  doth  sell,  grant,  bargain,  release,  aud  enfeoff,  unto  the 
said  J.  Ashmun,  in  trust  for  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
all  that  parcel  and  district  of  country  known  by  the  name  of 
Factory  Island,  being  an  island  situated,  lying,  and  being,  in 
the  river  St.  John,  in  the  country  of  Grand  Bassa,  commencing, 
towards  the  west,  at  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth,  and  in  the 
northern  branch  of  the  said  riverj  and  extending,  eastwardly,  up 
the  said  branch,  four  miles,  less  or  more,  and  being  of  the  aver- 
age breadth  of  half  a  mile,  less  or  more,  and  containing  one  thou- 
sand acres,  less  or  more,  together  with  the  houses,  timber,  fruit- 
trees,  and  other  apurtenances,  to  the  same  belonging.  To  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  Island  and  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  J. 
Ashmun,  in  trust  for  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  fee 
siiuple,  forever. 

And  the  said  Joe  Harris,  against  the  claim  of  the  said  Joe  Har- 
ris, and  against  the  claims  of  all  other  persons  and  parties,  unto 
the  said  J.  Ashmun,  his  successors  and  assigns,  as  above  stated, 
the  aforedescribed  Island,  doth,  by  these  presents,  forever  war- 
rant and  defend. 
In  testimony  whereof,  the  parties  abovenamed  have  subscribed 

their  hands,  at  Grand  Bassa,  the  day  and  year  abovedescribed. 

J.  ASHMUN, 
JOE  HARRIS'  ^  mark. 
Witnessed  by  Joe  Harris,  Centipede,  French  Jacic. 


7i 

It  is  especially  agreed  and  understood,  by  the  parties  to  this 
instrument,  that  J.  Ashmiin  shall  forever  enjoy  the  right  of 
taking  from  the  banks  of  the  St.  John's  river,  any  timber,  stones, 
and  other  building  materials,  necessary  for  the  construction  of 
houses  and  for  other  improvements,  on  the  said  Factory  Island^ 
without  charge  or  molestation  from  any  persons  whatever. 


No.  6. 


Deed  of  perpetual  lease  of  the  Sestets  Territory.     Executed  OC' 
tober  2.7th,  1825. 

Know  all  men,  that  this  agreement,  whereof  King  Freeman, 
of  Young  Sestez-s,  of  the  one  part,  and  Colston  M.  Waring  and 
Jacob  Warner,  duly  commissioned  by  J.  Ashmun,  Agent  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  to  transact  in  the  name  and  on 
the  part  of  the  said  Society,  of  the  other  pai-t,  are  parties,  wit- 
nesseth:  That  I,  the  said  Freeman,  in  consideration  of  one  hogs- 
head of  tobacco,  one  puncheon  of  rum,  six  boxes  of  pipes,  to  be 
paid  and  delivered  to  me  yearly,  every  year,  the  first  to  com- 
mence from  the  date  of  these  presents,  hereby  cede  and  convey 
to  the  American  Colonization  Society,  the  sole  use,  occupation, 
and  possession  of  all  that  tract  of  country,  lying  on  either  side 
of  the  Young  Sesters  river,  and  extending  half  a  league  south- 
wardly of  its  southern  bank,  and  the  same  distance  to  the  north- 
ward of  its  northern  bank,  being  every  where  of  the  width  of 
one  league,  exclusive  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  extending  lon- 
gitudinally from  the  mouth  of  the  said  river  Young  Sesters,  to 
its  source.  I,  the  said  Freeman,  also  undertake  and  agree,  for 
the  consideration  above  specified,  to  defend  and  protect  the  said 
Society,  in  their  aforesaid  occupation  and  use  of  the  above-de- 
scribed territory,  against  all  claims,  demands,  and  annoyances, 
whatever,  that  may  be  made  or  offered,  by  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Tribes,  Princes,  or  Headmen,  in  prejudice  of  any  rights  con- 
veyed by  these  presents.  I,  the  said  Freeman,  aiso  stipulate, 
cede,  and  assure,  to  the  said  American  Colonization  Society, 
the  service  of  all  my  labouring  people,  who  are  to  be  employed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Agent  of  the  said  Society,  in  any  la- 
bour and  improvements  to  be  accomplished  on  the.  territory 
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aforesaid:  it  being  mutually  understood  and  stipulated  that  the 
said  people  are  not  to  be  employed  in  any  service  which  shall 
require  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  leave  or  be  absent  from  the 
territory  above  ceded; 

And  that  we,  the  abovenamed  Commissioners,  for,  and  in  be- 
half of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  stipulate  and  pro- 
mise, in  consideration  of  the  sole  use  and  possession  of  the  afore- 
described  Territory  of  Young  Sesters,  to  pay  and  deliver  to  the 
said  King  Freeman,  every  year,  estimating  the  commencement 
of  the  first  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  the  aforespecified 
merchandise,  and  to  execute,  in  all  respects,  the  conditions  and 
stipulations  of  the  said  Society,  as  undertaken  and  assumed  by 
the  same,  in  this  instrument. 
In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  abovenamed  parties,  have  hereunto 

set  our  hands,  at  Young  Sesters,  this  27th  day  of  October,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty* 

five,  and  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia  the  fourth. 

KING  FREEMAN. 
J.  WARNER. 
C.  M.  WARING, 

Executed  in  duplicates  of  the  same  tenor  and  date,  whereof 
one  is  deposited  in  the  hands  of  King  Freeman,  and  the  other 
retained,  and  filed  and  recorded  in  the  Office  of  the  Agent  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  in  and  for  the  Colony  of  Liberia. 

J.  ASHMUN. 

This  ong"iwa/ cZeec?  is  January  24th,  1826,  sent  per  the 'Union,' 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  to  be 
filed  for  preservation  in  the  United  States.  J.  A= 


No.  7, 

Deed  of  cession  to  the  American  Colonization  Society  of  the 
northern  part  of  Bushrod  Island. 

These  presents,  executed  this  fifteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  Jesus  Christ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
«even,  on  the  St.  Paul's  river,  between  J.  Ashmun,  Agent  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society  for  the  Colony  of  Liberia, 
of  the  one  partj  and  Mary  McKenzie,  proprietress  of  the  north- 
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^rn  half  of  Bushrod  Island,  of  the  other,  wituesseth:  that,  in  con- 
sideratiou  of  an  annuity  of  fifty  bars,  lawful  and  customary  mo- 
ney of  the  country,  to  be  paid  in  quarterly  instalments,  for  ten 
years,  or  during  the  life  of  the  said  Mary,  the  first  annual  pay- 
ment having  been  this  day  received,  she,  the  said  Mary,  hath 
granted,  bargained,  sold,  enfeofted,  released,  and  confirmed,  and 
by  these  presents,  doth  grant,  bargain,  sell,  enfeoff,  release,  and 
confirm,  to  the  said  J.  Ashmun,  all  that  parcel  and  tract  of  land, 
lying  and  being  on,  and  a  part  of,  the  right  bank  of  the  Stock- 
ton creek,  commencing  at  the  disjunction  of  the  said  creek,  from 
the  river  St.  Paul,  and  extending  from  the  said  head,  or  disjunc- 
tion, so  far  downward  towards  the  southwest,  as  her  right  in  the 
lands  of  the  said  bank  reaches;  and  onp  half  mile  inland,  measur- 
ed from  the  western  margin  of  the  said  creek.  To  have,  and  to 
hold  for  the  only  use,  and  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  and 
for  no  other  purpose,  or  party,  the  said  parcel  and  tract  of  land, 
forever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  signature,  at 
the  place,  and  on  the  day  above  specified. 

MARY  McKENZIE,  her  >^  mark. 

Registered  according  to  law,  December  19th,  1827. 

J.  W.  PROUT,  Register, 


(C.) 
Act  of  incorporation  of  the  Montserado  Channelling  Company, 

1.  A  corporation,  having  this  title,  is  hereby  constituted,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  improving  the  mouth  of  the  Montserado  River 
and  anchorage,  to  consist  of  stockholders. 

2.  Any  person  subscribing  and  paying  one  share  of  ten  dollars, 
or  any  greater  number  of  shares,  shall  be  a  stockholder  in  the 
said  company. 

3.  All  the  business  of  this  corporation  shall  be  conducted  by 
a  committee  of  the  following  persons,  and  such  successors  and 
associates,  taken  from  among  stockholders,  as  the  majority  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  choose,  to  supply  vacancies  in  their  own  body, 
viz:  L.  Carey,  C.  M.  Waring,  &c.  &:c.  six  in  all,  in  whose  meet- 
ings, the  Agent  of  the  Colony  shall,  ex  officio,  preside. 

10 
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4o  The  committee  shall  appoint  a  Treasurer,  of  their  own  num- 
ber, and  meet,  as  often  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  Committee  to  superin- 
tend, (following  the  order  of  their  names)  in  their  own  persons, 
the  execution  of  the  great  work  of  improvement  contemplated  by 
the  company. 

6.  The  advantages  to  stockholders,  and  their  security  for  the 
reimbursement  of  their  subscriptions,  are  to  arise  out  of  a  ton- 
nage duty,  to  be  assessed,  by  the  Executive  of  the  Colony,  on  all 
colonial  craft  using  the  improved  channels,  and  out  of  a  light 
anchorage  duty,  to  be  imposed  on  all  mprrliant  ^-p^spls  trading 
to  Monrovia. 

7.  As  soon  as  the  improved  channel  shall  be  rendered  naviga- 
ble, the  aforesaid  duties  shall  be  chargeable.  Of  the  proceeds, 
a  sufficient  sum  shall  be  reserved  for  keeping  the  work  in  order: 
another  sum,  sufficient  to  pay  the  stockholders  an  interest,  not 
exceeding  thirty-three  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  amount  of 
their  shares,  shall  next  be  reserved  out  of  the  said  proceeds,  and 
the  balance  be  applied  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  repay  the  principal 
of  the  stock,  until  the  whole  shall  be  extinguished;  when  all  the 
rights  and  powers  of  the  corporation  shall  devolve  to  the  Execu= 
tive  of  the  Colony,  and  be  employed  only  for  the  benefit  and  im= 
provement  of  the  same. 

8.  Certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  the  Treasurer,  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Agent  of  the  Colony,  shall  be  transferable. 

Done  in  Council,  at  Monrovia,  the  second  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six, 

J.  ASHMUN. 

REMARKS. 

Soon  after  this  charter  was  obtained,  the  company  commenced 
its  operations,  in  the  way  prescribed:  the  first  object  of  which 
was,  to  place  tem.porary  and  cheap  obstructions  across  the  river, 
at  the  angle  a  little  above  its  mouth,  and  below  the  town  of  Mon- 
rovia, with  a  view  to  determine  what  effect  on  the  direction  and 
force  of  the  current,  would  follow  from  filling  up  the  same  bed 
with  stones.  The  result  was  satisfactory,  and  a  canal,  through 
which  it  is  intended  to  turn  the  whole  channel,  has  been  com- 
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fitenced  from  that  point  of  the  southwestern  bank  upon  which  ijfc 
was  demonstrated  that  the  obstructions  proposed,  will  project 
the  water  of  the  river  with  the  greatest  force. 

This  labour  is  now  begun.  The  shares  subscribed,  are  about 
one  hundred,  making  a  capital  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  handj 
but  stockholders  are  pledged  to  raise  it  to  four  thousand,  if  that 
sum  should  be  requisite  to  its  completion. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  to  afford  a  sheltered,  direct,  and 
easy  boat  access  from  the  roads  to  town;  saving,  in  every  trip,  a 
distance  of  from  three  to  five  miles:  and,  \iltimately,  a  channel, 
by  which  vessels  may  run  ^into  the  Montserado,  and  moor  at 
the  wharves  of  Monrovia. 

It  is  desired  that  the  Society  would  subscribe,  or  authorize  a 
subscription,  to  this  stock.  To  eveiy  vessel  discharging  here, 
the  advantage  of  even  a  boat  channel,  would  be,  at  least,  two 
hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  risk,  which  I  regard,  at  least,  ^.s 
much  more. 

J.  ASHMUN, 

Monrovia,  June  11,  1827. 


Outline  of  the  plan  of  the  Infirmary  of  Invalids  for  Liberia, 

1.  The  Agent,  and  Council,  and  Physician,  of  the  Colony, 
are  its  directors. 

2.  All  colonists  requiring  medical  treatment,  poor  widows, 
single  women,  orphan  children,  if  not  sick,  and  others  unable  to 
support  themselves  creditably  and  comfortably,  may  be  admitted 
by  a  ticket  from  one  of  the  directors. 

3.  A  manager  is  appointed  to  reside  at,  and  give  his  exclusive 
and  constant  attention  to  tht-  members  of  the  Infirmary.  He 
has  charge  of  all  the  utensils,  provisions,  furniturej  directs  and 
superintends  the  employments  of  such  as  can  labour;  preserves  or- 
der and  cleanliness;  carries  into  effect  all  the  prescriptions  of  the 
attending  Physician,  and  causes  the  punctual  observance  of  all 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution. 

4.  The  Physician  to  visit  and  pi'escribe  for  all  the  patients  at 
least  three  times  weekly;  oftener,  if  necessary. 

5.  Twelve  apartments,  six  for  men  and  male  patients,  six  en- 
tirely separate,  for  females,  with  a  large  eating,  school,  and  wor- 
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ship  room,  are  in  the  use  of  the  institution.  Every  person  has  a 
small,  plain,  and  cheap  folding-bed  to  himself^  all  eat  at  a  com- 
mon table;  have  their  hours  of  labour,  relaxation,  and  rest,  sta^ 
ted;  are  obliged  to  shift,  at  least,  twice  a  week;  once  to  have 
clean  bedding,  and  to  scrub  and  wash  their  apartments  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday  mornings. 

6.  There  is  a  bill  of  fare  prepared  for  the  institution,  prescri- 
bing the  ingredients  of  every  meal  through  the  week.  The  pro- 
visions in  use,  are,  nearly  all,  the  productions  of  the  country; 
the  table  is  supplied  in  sufficient  abundance,  and  the'  food  whole- 
some, but  cheap  and  simple. 

7.  That  part  of  the  plan  to  which  the  greatest  share  of  our  at- 
tention has  been  given,  is  that  which  aims  at  providing  every 
man,  woman,  and  child,  with  such  work,  as  their  different  com- 
plaints, sexes,  ages,  and  former  habits,  will  permit  them  to  per- 
form with  the  greatest  advantage  to  themselves  and  the  institu- 
tion; and  thus  make  it  defray,  if  not  the  whole,  yet  the  greater 
part,  of  the  expense  of  carrying  it  on.  It  is  confidently  believed 
we  shall  succeed  in  this  object.  Materials  of  every  kind  are 
provided  by  the  attention  of  the  manager.  Tools  we  have  sup- 
plied for  carrying  on  different  kinds  of  work;  and  it  is  believed 
we  have  been  particularly  happy  in  the  choice  of  the  manager. 
He  wants  science,  but  is  a  man  of  great  perseverance  and  assi- 
duity, skilled  in  several  trades,  and  possessing  a  good  judgment 
in  all  He  is  a  man  of  piety,  and  excellent  moral  character,  and 
of  the  middle  age:  C.  Brown,  from  Southampton,  Va.  in  1825. 

8.  A  Cook,  Steward,  Nurse,  and  Washerwoman,  receive  a 
small  compensation  per  diem.  All  others  are  paid  for  the  work 
they  actually  perform,  at  low  rates.  The  earnings  of  all,  are 
subject  to  a  deduction,  judged  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense 
which  they  severally  cause  the  institution,  viz:  men's  earnings, 
of  82  per  week;  women's  do.  gl  50  per  week;  children's,  SI 
per  week.  The  women  are  all  required,  moreover,  to  perform 
their  own  washing,  and  the  men  to  scour  their  own  apartments. 

9.  The  sorts  of  labour  prescribed  to  the  patients  and  others 
belonging  to  the  Intirmary,  are:  1.  Cooking;  2.  Nursing;  3. 
Washing  (not  only  for  the  members  of  the  Infirmary,  but  for 
others,  who  may  send  in  this  work);  4.  Common  Setving;  5. 
Netting  Seines;  6.  Grinding  Camicood;  7-  Grinding  Ochre,  of 


77 

which  we  have  the  material  in  exhaustless  abundance?  8.  Pick' 
Ing  Oakum;  9.  Picking  Cotton;  10.  Carding,  Spinning,  and 
IFeaving  Cotton;  11.  Making  and  jointing  Shingles;  12. 
Drawing  Clap-boards;  13.  Manufacturing  Brooms;  14.  Coarse 
Shoes;  13.  Axe-helves;  16.  Oars;  17.  Hoe-handles,  Sfc.  fyc; 
18.   Spinning;    19.  Pope-yarn;   20.   Laying  Pope,  ^-c. 

10.  One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  this  institution  is, 
the  provision  made  in  its  plan  for  converting  it  into  a  manufac- 
turing establishment,  with  a  view  to  teach  colonists  what  may  be 
done  with  the  various  and  excellent  materials  for  the  different 
manufactures,  with  which  the  country  abounds.  From  having 
been  successfully  employed  in  the  infirmary,  it  is  hoped  that 
many  will  carry  to  their  homes  their  regular  habits  of  industry, 
an  improved  method  of  housekeeping,  a  spirit  of  engaging  in 
domestic  manufactures,  and  a  good  knowledge  of  the  best  me- 
thods of  carrying  them  on.  No  servants  are  to  be  employed 
from  abroad :  and  every  person  admitted,  is  to  become  a  part  of 
the  system. 

Provisions,  ^c.  comprehended  in  the  Bill  of  Fare. 

Rice,  in  some  form,  at  every  meal. 

Cassada,  and  plantains,  one  or  other,  at  every  mqal. 

Yams. 

Potatoes. 

Greens. 

Fresh  meat,  two  days  in  the  week. 

Salted  meat,  one  day  in  the  week,  besides  for  soup,  and  sea- 
soning other  food. 

Soup,  (prepared  ^^ scientifically,^^  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell, 
and  boiled  seven  hours,)  every  day,  at  dinner,  a  pint,  or  nine 
spoonfuls,  to  each  adult  person. 

Corn  meal,  for  mush,  twice  a  week,  when  it  can  be  had. 

Flour  bread,  twice  a  week,  when  it  can  be  had. 

Palm  oil,  variously  used,  and  as  often  as  the  physician  suffers. 

Tea,  twice  only  in  the  week. 

Coffee,  (sweetened  with  molasses)  the<produce  of  the  country, 
daily. 

Fowls,  arrow-root,  and  other  small  stores,  for  the  ill  only, 
who  cannot  leave  their  rooms.  J.  A. 


(D.) 
MARYLAND  APPROPRIATION" 

Maryland,  Set. 

At  a  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  begun  and 
held  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  the  last  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber, being  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  the  said  month,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and 
ended  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven,  his  Excellency  Joseph  Kent,  Esq., 
Governor,  among  others,  the  following  law  was  enacted,  to  wit: 

iVb.  172.    ,^n  act  making  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society. 

Whereas  the  People  and  Government  of  this  State,  have  wit= 
nessed,  with  deep  interest,  the  exertions  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society  to  promote  and  carry  into  effect  the  great  and 
laudable  objects  of  their  association;  and  whereas  this  Legisla- 
ture do  most  highly  approve  of  the  scheme  of  African  Coloniza- 
tion, set  on  foot  by  said  Society,  and  believe  it  to  be  the  only 
one  which  can  promise  practical  benefit  to  the  country,  or  to  that 
class  of  the  community  which  it  is  intended  to  relieve:  Therefore, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland^ 
That  the  Treasurer  of  the  W  estern  Shore  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  for  the  use  of  said  Society, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  unappropriated  mo- 
nies which  shall  be  in  the  treasury  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of 
this  act:  Provided,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  shore  shall 
be  satisfied  that  the  said  sum  will  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  free  People  of  Colour,  who  have  been  actual  residents  of  this 
State  for  twelve  months  previous  to  the  time  of  their  embarcation. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  one  thou  sand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  said 
Society,  in  the  month  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-eight;  and  the  like  sum,  at  the  same  time,  in  each 
successive  year  thereafter:  Provided,  That  after  the  present 
year,  no  payment  shall  be  made  under  the  authority  of  this  act, 
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unless  the  officers  of  said  Society  shall  present  satisfactory  proof 
to  the  said  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore,  that  the  whole  of 
the  appropriation  of  the  preceding  year,  or  such  parts  thereof  as 
may  have  been  expended,  has  been  applied  towards  the  coloniza- 
tion on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  of  free  People  of  Colour,  who  had 
been  actual  residents  of  this  State  for  twelve  months  preceding 
the  time  of  their  embarcation :  And  provided  further,  That  the 
appropriation  shall  be  extended  to  the  applicants  for  colonization 
from  each  of  the  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  ratio 
of  applications. 

By  the  House  of  Delegates,  March  13th,  1827- 
This  esgrossed  bill,  the  original  of  which  passed  this  House 
on  the  10th  day  of  February,   1827,  was  this  day  read,  and  as-< 
sented  to.     By  order: 

GIDEON  PEARCE,  Clerk. 

By  the  Senate,  March  15th,  1827- 
This  engrossed  bill,  the  original  of  which  passed  the  Senate  on 
6ie  8th  day  of  March,  1827,  was  this  day  read,  and  assented  to. 
By  order: 

WM.  KILTY,  Clerh- 
JOSEPH  KENT. 

[the  great  seal  of  MARYLAND.  3 

Maryland,  Set. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  full  and  true 
copy,  taken  from  the  original  engrossed  bill  deposited  in  and 
belonging  to  the  office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Western 
Shore  of  said  State. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  naitie,  and 

affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  of  Appeals,  this  eleventh 
£l.  s.]  day  of  April,   in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

TH.  HARRIS,  CIL  Ct.  of  Apps. 


(E.) 


This  solemn  compact,  concluded  this  16th  day  of  January, 
1827,  between  J.  Ashmun,  Agent  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  and 
King  West,  of  Trade  Tqwbj  witmsseth: 
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That  the  unhappy  resort  to  arms,  which,  since  the  month  of 
April,  1826,  has  disturbed  the  friendly  relations  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  be,  from  this  date,  in  all  its  causes,  effects,  and 
circumstances,  forever  so  forgotten,  and  buried  in  oblivion,  as 
to  cease  entirely  to  be  the  occasion  of  complaint  or  difference  to 
the  parties. 

That  a  friendly  intercourse  and  equitable  trade  between  the 
people  of  the  contracting  parties,  be  mutually  encouraged  and 
protected  by  the  latter. 

That  the  persons  and  property  of  the  contracting  parties  and 
their  people  be  by  them  regarded  as  sacred  and  inviolable;  and 
that  they  mutually  endeavor  to  strengthen  the  friendly  ties  by 
which  they  hereby  bind  themselves  together  by  an  interchange  of 
kind  offices:  and,  particularly,  that  they  aid  and  assist  the  ene- 
mies of  each  other  in  no  way  whatever. 

A  small  present  shall  be  mutually  given  and  accepted  by  the' 
contracting  parties,  in  confirmation  of  the  foregoing  agreement 
and  stipulations. 

Signed  by  the  contracting  parties  in  presence  of  witnesses,  at 
Trade  Town,  the  date  above  written. 

J.  ASHMUN. 

KING  WEST'S  ><!  mark. 


(F.) 

The  following  public  testimonials  of  approbation  have  been 
given  to  the  design  of  the  Colonization  Society  the  last  year. — 
For  many  others,  we  refer  to  the  Appendix  of  the  last  Annual 
Report. 

VERMONT  LEGISLATURE. 

Monday,  Nov.  12,  1827. 
On  the  petition  of  the  Vermont  Colonization  Society,  the 
committee  reported  a  resolution  instructing  our  Senators  and 
Members  in  Congress  to  use  their  exertions  in  procuring  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law,  in  aid  of  the  objects  of  the  Society  j  which  was  read, 
and  adopted. 
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Resolutions  of  the  Ohio  Legislature, 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That 
our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives 
be  requested,  to  use  their  efforts  to  induce  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  aid  the  American  Colonization  Society  in 
effecting  the  object  of  their  institution,  which  is  so  eminently 
calculated  to  advance  the  honour  and  interest  of  our  common 
country. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested 
to  forward  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution. 

EDWARD  KING, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
SAMUEL  WHEELER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
January  24,  1828. 

Secretary  of  State's  Office, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Jan.  26,  1828. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  roll  re- 
maining in  this  office. 

JEREMIAH  M'LENE, 
Secretary  of  State, 


MASSACHUSETTS  CONVENTION. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Convention,  May  31,  1827,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ourley,  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  intro- 
duced the  objects  and  plan  of  that  Society,  and  solicited  the  no- 
tice and  approbation  of  the  Convention.  The  subject  was  refer- 
red to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Andover,  Rev.  Dr.  Willard,  of 
Deerfield,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Pierpont,  of  Boston  j  who  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of 
Mr.  R.  R.  Gurley,  in  relation  to  the  American  Colonization  So« 
ciety,  requesting  that  the  favor  of  this  Convention  may  be  shown 
to  its  objects,  and  making  certain  suggestions  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  those  objects  may  be  promoted  by  this  body,  have  con- 
sidered the  subject  referred  to  them,  and  respectfully  report: 


That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Coramittee,  the  objects  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  are  such  as  must  be  approved  by 
humanity  and  an  enlightened  patriotism^  and  such  as  especially 
commend  themselves  to  the  countenance  of  a  free  Christian  com- 
snunityi  and  that,  although  it  does  not  fall  within  the  circle  of 
this  Convention's  specific  duties,  nor  yet  of  its  powers,  to  appro- 
priate any  part  of  its  funds  to  the  advancement  of  any  of  the  So- 
ciety's objects^  yet  it  is  competent  for  this  Convention  to  show 
to  the  Society  a  fraternal  sympathy,  and  not  only  to  give  it  a 
word  of  cheering  and  encouragement,  but  to  recommend  it  to 
the  individuals  who  compose  this  body  to  co-operate  with  that, 
in  such  manner,  and  at  such  times,  as  to  each  individual  shall 
seem  to  be  pointed  out  by  Christian  prudence  and  benevolence. 
Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  it  be 

Resolved^  That  this  Convention,  approving  the  objects  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  and  being  earnestly  desirous  of 
seeing  its  eftbrts  prospered  of  God,  and  favored  of  man,  do  re- 
commend it  to  the  several  members  of  this  body,  who  are  dispos- 
ed actively  to  co-operate  with  the  Society,  to  lay  its  claims  be- 
fore their  respective  congregations,  at  such  time  and  in  such 
manner,  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  best  conduce  to  the  inte= 
rests  of  personal  freedom,  national  security,  and  that  righteous- 
Bess  and  peace  which  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus 


By  order  of  the  Committee, 

J.  EDWARDS,  Chairman, 
Boston,  May  31. 

Voted,  That  this  report  be  accepted. 
A  true  copy  from  the  minutes  of  the  Convention. 
Attest  JOHN  CODMAN, 

Scribe  of  the  Convention, 


CONNECTICUT  CONVENTION. 

At  an  annual  meeting  of  ihe  Convention  of  the  Congregation- 
al €lergy  of  Connecticut,  at  Hartford,  May  2,  1827: 

Resolved^  That  this  Convention  does  cheerfully  recommend 
fee  American  Colonization  Society  to  the  charitable  considera- 
imu.  ©f  the  Congregational  Churches  in  this  State,  as  an  institu- 
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tion  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  individuals,  of  the  States,  and  ot 
the  Nation. 

Resolved^  That  this  Convention  cordially  approves  of  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  several  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  our  country,  of 
making  collections  in  the  churches  for  the  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, on  the  Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  succeeding  the 
Fourth  of  July;  and  that  they  recommend  such  annual  collec- 
tions to  the  churches  and  congregations  in  this  State. 

Passed  in  Convention. 

THOMAS  ROBBINS,  Secretary. 


OHIO  METHODIST  CONFERENCE. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Local  District  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  held  June  18th,  1827, — present 
about  forty  ministers,  and  a  large  number  of  spectators;  after  an 
address  on  the  objects  and  character  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  by  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Henkle,  the  Agent,  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  moved  by  S.  Bostwick,  and  seconded  by  the  Rev. 
E.  Booth,  was  carried  by  a- unanimous  vote  of  the  Conference! 
and  was  also  approved  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  all  present. 

Resolved^  That  this  Conference  cordially  approve  the  benevO" 
lent  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  Society;  and  that  all 
the  preachers  within  its  jurisdiction  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ear- 
nestly requested  to  deliver  public  addresses,  and  to  take  up  pub- 
lic collections,  in  support  of  the  Colonization  cause,  on  the 
Fourth  day  of  July,  annually,  or  on  the  Sabbath  immediately 
preceding  or  succeeding  that  day,  wherever  it  may  be  found  prac- 
ticable. 

CHARLES  ELLIOTT,  President. 

S.  Bostwick,   Secretary. 
June  I8th,  1827. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  held  May  Q8th,  1827. 

"The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Moses  M.  Henkle,  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society: 
whereupon  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 


^^Jiesolved,  That  this  Convention  highly  approve  of  the  objects 
of  said  Society,  and  that  we  recommend  to  our  ministers  and 
brethren,  generally,  to  use  their  influence  to  advance  its  inter- 
ests." 


2^ke  following  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  made  to  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Ohio  State  Colonization  Society,  by  the 
Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio : 

Agreeably  to  the  propositions  made  by  a  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ohio  State  Colonization  Society  to  the 
Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio,  convened  at  Columbus,  June  10th, 
1827,  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
A.  Henkle,  James  B.  Manning,  and  C.  Henkle,  to  report  oa 
the  above  subject.  The  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
reported  the  following  resolutions^  which  were  adopted  by  the 
Synod: 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  not  only  highly  approve  the  objects 
of  "the  American  Colonization  Society,  for  Colonizing  the  free 
people  of  Colour  of  the  United  States,  on  the  coast  of  Africa," 
but  cordially  recommend  to  all  the  members  of  this  Synod,  to 
patronize  said  Society,  and  to  render  all  possible  aid  and  support 
thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  return  the  most  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Board  of  Managers,  for  the  "exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,"  by  them  communicated  to  the  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  C.  Henkle  be  appointed  to  transmit  a 
copy  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  aforesaid  Society. 

{^Ohio  Paper, 


Resolutions  of  the  New  York  Methodist  Annual  Conference. 

Newburgh,  May  21,  182r. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  communication  to  the  New  York  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  behalf  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  was  duly  received,  and  laid  before  that 
body.  As  the  result  of  its  deliberations  on  this  important  and 
interesting  subject,  I  am  happy  to  forward  to  you  the  following 
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copy  of  resolutions,  which  stand  recorded  on  the  Journals  of  the 
Conference,  viz: 

^^ Resolved^  1.  That  each  preacher  in  charge,  be  advised,  with 
the  consent  of  the  official  members,  to  take  up  a  collection  in 
one  or  more  of  the  principal  congregations  of  his  circuit  or  sta- 
tion, in  behalf  of  the  Colonization  Society,  on  the  4th  of  July 
next,  or  on  the  Sabbath  immediately  preceding  or  succeeding 
that  day. 

*•*■  Resolved,  2.  That  the  money  collected,  be  transmitted,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  N.  Bangs  &  J.  Kmory,  Agents  of  the  Meth- 
odist Book  Concern  at  New  York;  and  by  them  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Colonization  Society,  after  deducting 
such  expenses  as  they  may  be  at,  in  receiving  and  transmitting 
said  monies." 

As  an  individual,  permit  me  to  express  my  earnest  and  hearty 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Society,  in  its  noble  enterprise;  and 
that  the  contemplated  collections  may  bear  a  due  proportion  in 
amount,  to  the  importance  of  the  cause,  the  interests  of  which 
they  are  designed  to  subserve. 

Very  respectfully.  Yours,  &c. 

THOMAS  MASON,  Sec'y, 


Resolution  of  the  Methodist  Baltimore  Annual  Conference. 

At  the  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church,  lately  held  in  Bal- 
timore, the  following  resolution  was  passed,  and  communicated 
to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
by  its  Secretary: 

Resolved  by  the  Baltimore  .Annual  Conference,  in  Conference 
assembled,  That  we  highly  approve  the  objects  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society;  and  that  we  will  use  all  prudent  means  to 
promote  its  success,  by  taking  up  collections  in  aid  of  its  funds, 
on  the  Sabbath  preceding  or  succeeding  the  4th  of  July,  in  all 
places  where  it  is  practicable. 


Resolution  of  the  Connecticut  General  Association. 
The  General  Association  of  Connecticut,  at  its  late  meeting, 
adopted  the  following  resolution  ° 


unsolved.  That  the  Association  do  highly  approve  of  the  oii* 
ject  and  exertions  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and  do  recom- 
mend to  the  Ministers  in  our  connexion  in  this  State,  to  use 
their  influence,  in  that  way  that  they  shall  judge  proper,  to  aid 
the  Society. 

Resolution  of  the  Lutheran  Synod  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mifflin,  October  7,  1827. 

Dear  Sir:  At  a  meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
of  West  Pennsylvania,  at  Mifflin,  Sept.  30th,  1827,  the  Synod 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  highly  approve  of  the  institution 
and  proceedings  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  most 
earnestly  recommend  its  interest,  and  advancement,  to  the 
prayers  and  patronage  of  all  the  Churches  under  their  care. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Society. 

J.  GEO.  SCHMUCKER, 

Prest.  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania^ 

W.  ScHULTZE,  Secretary. 


Resolutions  of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.. 

The  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society  of  Frederick  County,  at 
a  meeting  in  August  last,  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

^^Resolved,  That  the  President  appoint  a  Committee  of  three, 
to  appear  before  the  Clergy  and  Lay  Delegates  of  the  GermaR 
Reformed  Church,  when  they  meet  in  Frederick,  and  lay  be- 
fore  them  the  objects  which  this  Society  have  in  view,  their 
means  of  effecting  them,  and  all  such  facts  as  may,  in  their 
judgment,  be  calculated  to  interest  them  in  favor  of  said  Society; 
and  that  the  Committee  urge  upon  such  meeting  the  importance 
and  necessity  of  their  aid  in  establishing  Auxiliary  Societies 
where  none  exist,  in  the  respective  neighbourhoods  where  said 
Clergy  and  Lay-Delegates  reside." 

Ill  compliance  with  the  above  resolution,  the  President  ap- 
pointed Frederick  A.  Schley,  John  Nelson,  and  George  Baer, 
Esquires,  as  the  Committee.  Those  gentlemen  waited  on  the 
Synod  when  in  session,  and,  after  aa  able  address  from  F.  A- 
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Schley,  Esq.  the  Synod  unanimously  resolved,  in  substance,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  view,  with  deep  interest  and  hearty 
approbation,  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  regard 
their  cause  as  equally  worthy  the  efforts  of  the  philanthropist, 
the  Christian,  and  the  enlightened  statesman. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  Cler- 
gy belonging  to  the  Gei'man  Reformed  Church,  throughout  the 
United  States,  to  take  up  collections,  annually,  in  their  respect- 
ive congregations,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  or  such  other  day  as 
they  may  deem  most  expedient,  to  aid  said  Society;  and  to  re- 
commend to  their  congregations  the  establishment  of  Auxiliary 
Societies. 

Resolutions  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  Ross  County,  Ohio. 

The  Grand  Jury  empannelled  for  the  County  of  Ross,  for  the 
March  Term  of  the  Coui't  of  Common  Pleas,  after  having  disposed 
of  their  official  business,  adopted  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  in 
which  their  opinions  are  thus  expressed: 

"Whereas  the  benevolent  scheme  to  colonize  the  free  People 
of  Colour,  on  the  continent  of  Africa,  merits  the  decided  concur- 
rence, and  the  entire  approbation  of  the  members  which  compose 
the  Grand  Jury: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  this  Grand  Jury, 
do  heartily  concur  in  the  great  and  benevolent  plan  instituted  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society  at  Washington  City,  for 
the  purpose  of  colonizing  the  free  People  of  Colour  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Africa;  and  do  recommend  it  to  the  patronage  of  the  good 
people  of  this  county. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution  be 
signed  by  the  Foreman  of  this  Grand  Jury,  and  that  it  be  made 
public  through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers  of  this  place." 


(G.) 

•Address  of  the  Colonists  to  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  XJ.  S. 

At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Monrovia,   held  at 
^e  Court  House,  on  the  2rth  day  of  August,  1827,  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  considering  the  expediency  of  uniting  in  an  address  to 
the  Coloured  People  of  the  United  States,  John  H.  Folks,  Esq, 
in  the  chair,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  persons  be  appointed,  to 
frame  a  circular  address,  to  be  published  in  the  United  States,  for 
the  better  information  of  the  People  of  Colour  in  that  country^ 
respecting  the  state  of  this  Colony,  and  the  condition  of  the  set- 
tlers; and 

That  Captains  James  C.  Barbour  and  F.  Devaney,  W.  L. 
Weaver,  Esq.  and  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Waring  and  George  R. 
McGill,  be  the  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the  said  address, 
on  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  September  next. 

TujssDAY,  September  4th,  1827. 
The  forenamed  committee  reported  the  following  address, 
which  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  United 
States,  and  there  published,  for  the  information  of  the  Coloured 
People  of  that  country; 

(circular.) 

As  much  speculation  and  uncertainty  continues  to  prevail 
among  the  People  of  Colour  in  the  United  States,  respecting  our 
situation  and  prospects  in  Africa:  and  many  misrepresentations 
have  been  put  in  circulation  there,  of  a  nature  slanderous  to  us, 
and,  in  their  effects,  injurious  to  them^  we  feel  it  our  duty,  by  a 
true  statement  of  our  circumstances,  to  endeavor  to  correct 
them. 

The  first  consideration  which  caused  our  voluntary  removal 
to  this  country,  and  the  object  which  we  still  regard  with  the 
deepest  concern,  is  liberty — liberty,  in  the  sober,  simple,  but 
complete  sense  of  the  word :  not  a  licentious  liberty,  nor  a  liber- 
ty without  government,  or  which  should  place  us  without  the 
restraint  of  salutary  laws — but  that  liberty  of  speech,  action,  and 
conscience,  which  distinguishes  the  free,  enfranchised  citizens 
of  a  free  State.  We  did  not  enjoy  that  freedom  in  our  native 
country;  and,  from  causes  which,  as  respects  ourselves,  we  shall 
soon  forget  forever,  we  were  certain  it  was  not  there  attainable 
for  ourselves  or  our  children.  This,  then,  being  the  first  object 
of  our  pursuit  in  coming  to  Africa,  is  probably  the  first  subject 
on  which  you  will  ask  for  information.     And  we  must  truly  de- 


89 

cfare  to  you,  that  our  expectations  and  hopes,  in  this  respecl^, 
have  been  realized.  Our  Constitution  secures  to  us,  so  far  as 
our  condition  allows,  "all  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States;"  and  these  rights  and  these 
privileges  are  ours.  We  are  proprietors  of  the  soil  we  live  on, 
and  possess  the  rights  of  freeholders.  Our  suffrages,  and,  what 
•is  of  more  importance,  our  sentiments  and  our  opinion's  have 
their  due  weight  in  the  Government  we  live  under.  Our  laws 
'  are  altogether  our  own:  they  grew  out  of  our  circumstances;  are 
framed  for  our  exclusive  benefit,  and  administered  either  by  offi- 
cers of  our  own  appointment,  or  such  as  possess  our  confidence. 
We  have  a  judiciary,  chosen  from  among  ourselves;  we  serve  as 
jurors  in  the  trial  of  others;  and  are  liable  to  be  tried  only  by 
juries  of  our  fellow-citizens,  ourselves.  We  have  all  that  is 
meant  by  Liberty  of  conscience.  The  time  and  mode  of  wor- 
shipping God,  as  prescribed  to  us  in  his  word,  and  dictated  by 
our  conscience,  we  are  not  only  free  to  follow,  but  are  protect- 
ed in  following. 

Forming  a  community  of  our  own,  in  the  land  of  our  fore- 
fathers; having  the  commerce,  and  soil,  and  rcsourcp.s,  of  the 
country  at  our  disposal;  we  know  nothing  of  that  debasing  in- 
feriority with  which  our  very  colour  stamped  us  in  America: 
there  is  nothing  here  to  create  the  feeling  on  our  part — nothing 
to  cherish  the  feeling  of  superiority  in  the  minds  of  foreigners 
who  visit  us.  It  is  this  moral  emancipation — this  liberation  of 
the  mind  from  worse  than  iron  fetters — that  repays  us,  ten  thou- 
sand times  over,  for  all  that  it  has  cost  us,  and  makes  us  grate- 
ful to  God  and  our  American  patrons  for  the  happy  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  our  situation.  We  are  not  so  self" 
complacent  as  to  rest  satisfied  with  our  improvement,  either  as 
regards  our  minds  or  our  circumstances.  We  do  not  expect  to 
remain  stationary.  Far  from  it.  But  we  certainly  feel  our? 
selves,  for  the  first  time,  in  a  state  to  improve  either  to  any  pur^ 
pose.  The  burden  is  gone  from  our  shoulders:  we  now  breathe 
and  move  freely;  and  know  not  (in  surveying  your  present  state) 
for  which  to  pity  you  most — the  empty  name  of  liberty,  which 
you  endeavor  to  content  yourselves  with,  in  a  country  that  is 
not  yours,  or  the  delusion  which  makes  you  hope  for  ampler  pri- 
vileges in  th9,t  country  l^ereafter-  Tell  us^  w|uch  is  the  white 
19. 


man,  who,  with  a  prudent  regard  to  his  own  character,  can  as- 
sociate with  one  of  yoxj,  on  terms  of  equality?  Ask  us,  which  is 
the  Avhite  man  who  would  decline  such  association  with  one  of 
6ur  number,  whose  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  are  not  an 
objection?  To  both  these  questions  we  unhesitatingly  make  the 
same  answer:- — There  is  no  such  white  man. 

We  solicit  none  of  you  to  emigrate  to  this  country:  for  we 
know  not  who  among  you  prefers  rational  independence,  and  the 
honest  respect  of  his  fellow-men,  to  that  mental  sloth  and  careless 
poverty  which  you  already  possess,  and  your  children  will  in- 
herit after  you,  in  America.  But  if  your  views  and  aspirations 
rise  a  degree  higher — if  your  minds  are  not  as  servile  as  your 
present  condition — we  can  decide  the  question  at  once;  and  with 
confidence  say,  that  you  will  bless  the  day,  and  your  children 
after  you,  when  you  determined  to  become  citizens  of  Liberia. 

But  we  do  not  hold  this  language  on  the  blessing  of  liberty  for 
the  purpose  of  consoling  ourselves  for  the  sacrifice  of  health,  or 
the  suffering  of  want,  in  consequence  of  our  removal  to  Africa, 
We  enjoy  health  after  a  few  months'  residence  in  the  country,  aS 
tiniformlj,  and  in  as  perfect  a  degree,  as  we  possessed  that  bless- 
ing in  our  native  country.  And  a  distressing  scarcity  of  provi- 
sions or  any  of  the  comforts  of  life,  has  for  the  last  two  years 
been  entirely  unknown,  even  to  the  poorest  persons  in  this  com- 
munity. On  these  points  there  are,  and  have  been,  much  miscon- 
ception and  some  malicious  misrepresentations  in  the  U.  States, 

We  have  nearly  all  suffered  from  sickness,  and,  of  the  ear- 
liest emigrants,  a  large  proportion  fell  in  the  arduous  attempt  t(y 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  Colony.  But  are  they  the  only  persons 
whose  lives  have  been  lost  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  or  sac- 
rificed to  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-men?  Several  out  of  every 
ship's  company  have,  within  the  last  four  years,  been  carried  ofl' 
by  sickness,  caused  hj  the  change  of  climate.  And  death  occa- 
sionally takes  a  victim  from  our  number,  without  any  regard  at 
all  to  the  time  of  his  residence  in  this  country.  But  we  never 
hoped,  by  leaving  America,  to  escape  the  common  lot  of  mor- 
tals— the  necessity  of  death,  to  which  the  just  appointment  of 
Heaven  consigns  us.  But  we  do  expect  to  live  as  long,  and  pass 
this  life  with  as  little  sickness  as  yourselves. 

The  true  character  of  the  African  climate  is  not  well  under- 
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stood  in  other  countries.  Its  inhabitants  are  as  robust,  as  heal- 
thy, as  long  lived,  to  say  the  least,  as  those  of  any  other  coun- 
try. Nothing  like  an  epidemic  has  ever  appeared  in  this  Colo- 
nyj  nor  can  we  learn  from  the  natives,  that  the  calamity  of  a 
sweeping  sickness  ever  jet  visited  this  part  of  the  continent. 
But  the  change  from  a  temperate  to  a  tropical  country  is  a  great 
one — too  great  not  to  affect  the  health,  more  or  less — and,  in  the 
cases  of  old  people,  and  very  young  children,  it  often  causes 
death.  In  the  early  years  of  the  Colony,  want  of  good  houses, 
the  great  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  settlers,  their  irregular  mode- 
»f  living,  and  the  hardships  and  discouragements  they  met  with, 
greatly  helped  the  other  causes  of  sickness,  which  prevailed  to  an 
alarming  extent,  and  were  attended  with  great  mortality.  But 
we  look  back  to  those  times  as  to  a  season  of  trial  long  past,  and 
nearly  forgotten.  Our  houses  and  circumstances  are  now  com- 
fortablej  and,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  not  one  person  in 
forty,  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  has  died  from  the 
change  of  climate.  The  disastrous  fate  of  the  company  of  settlers 
who  came  out  from  Boston  in  the  brig  Vine,  eighteen  months  ago, 
is  an  exception  to  the  common  lot  of  emigrants?  and  the  causes 
of  it  ought  to  be  explained.  Those  people  left  a  cold  region  in 
the  coldest  part  of  Winter,  and  arrived  here  in  the  hottest  sea^ 
sori  of  our  year.  Many  of  them  were  too  old  to  have  survived 
long  in  any  country.  They  most  imprudently  neglected  the  pre= 
scriptions  of  our  very  successful  physician,  the  Rev.  Lot  Carey, 
who  has  great  experience  and  great  skill  in  the  fevers  of  the 
country,  and  depended  on  medicines  brought  with  them,  which 
could  not  fail  to  prove  injurious.  And,  in  consequence  of  all 
those  unfortunate  circumstances,  their  sufferings  were  severe, 
and  many  died.  But  we  are  not  apprehensive  that  a  similar 
calamity  will  befall  any  future  emigrants,  except  under  similar 
disadvantages. 

People  now  arriving,  have  comfortable  houses  to  receive  them; 
will  enjoy  the  regular  attendance  of  a  physiciannn  the  slight  sick- 
ness that  may  await  themj  will  be  surrounded  and  attended  by 
healthy  and  happy  people,  who  have  borne  the  effects  of  the  cli- 
mate, who  will  encourage  and  fortify  them  against  that  despon- 
dency which,  alone,  has  carried  oft'  several  in  the  first  years  of 
the  Colony. 
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But  you  may  say,  that  even  health  and  freedom,  as  good 
as  they  are,  are  still  dearly  paid  for,  when  they  cost  you 
the  common  comforts  of  life,  and  expose  your  wives  and  chil- 
dren to  famine,  and  all  the  evils  of  want  and  poverty.  "VVe 
do  not  dispute  the  soundness  of  this  conclusion  either:  but 
we  utterly  deny  that  it  has  any  application  to  the  people  of 
liiberia. 

Away  with  all  the  false  notions  that  are  circulating  about  the 
barrenness  of  this  country:  they  are  the  observations  of  such  ig- 
norant or  designing  men,  as  would  injure  both  it  and  you.  A 
more  fertile  soil,  and  a  more  productive  country,  so  far  as  it  is 
cultivated,  there  is  not,  we  believe,  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Its 
Mils  and  its  plains  are  covered  with  a  verdure  which  never  fades; 
the  productions  of  nature  keep  on  in  their  growth  through  all  the 
seasons  of  the  year.  Even  the  natives  of  the  country,  almoet 
without  farming  tools,  without  skill,  and  with  very  little  labor, 
make  more  grain  and  vegetables  than  they  can  consume,  and 
often  more  than  they  can  sell. 

Cattle,  swine,  fowls,  ducks,  goats,  and  sheep,  thrive  without 
feeding,  and  require  no  other  care  than  to  keep  them  from  stray- 
ing. Cotton,  coftee,  indigo,  and  the  sugar  cane,  are  all  the  spon- 
taneous growth  of  our  forestsj  and  may  be  cultivated,  at  pleasure, 
to  any  extent,  by  such  as  are  disposed.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
rice,  Indian  corn,  guinea  corn,  millet,  and  too  many  species  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  be  enumerated.  Add  to  all  this,  we 
have  no  dreary  Winter  here,  for  one  half  of  the  year  to  consume 
the  productions  of  the  other  half.  Nature  is  constantly  renew- 
ing herself,  and  constantly  pouring  her  treasures,  all  the  year 
round,  into  the  laps  of  the  industrious.  We  could  say,  on  this 
subject,  more;  but  we  are  afraid  of  exciting,  too  highly,  the 
hopes  of  the  imprudent.  Such  persons,  we  think,  will  do  well 
to  keep  their  rented  cellars,  and  earn  their  twenty -five  cents 
a  day  at  the  wheelbarrow,  in  the  commercial  towns  of  Ame- 
rica, and  stay  where  they  are.  It  is  only  the  industrious  and 
virtuous  that  we  can  point  to  independence,  and  plenty,  and 
happiness,  in  this  country.  Such  people  are  nearly  sure  to 
■attain,  in  a  very  few  years,  to  a  style  of  comfortable  living, 
which  they  may  in  vain  hope  for  in  the  United  States;  and, 
however  short  we  come  of  this  character  ourselves,  it  is  only  a 
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due  acknowledgment  of  the  bounty  of  Divine  Providence  to  say, 
that  we  generally  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life  to  our  entire 
satisfaction. 

Our  trade  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  coast,  to  the  interior 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  to  foreign  vessels.  It  is  already 
valuable,  and  fast  increasing.  It  is  carried  on  in  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  country,  consisting  of  rice,  palm  oil,  ivory, 
tortoise  shell,  dye  woods,  gold,  hides,  wax,  and  a  small 
amount  of  coffee:  and  it  brings  us,  in  retui-n,  the  products 
and  manufactures  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  world. — Seldom, 
indeed,  is  our  harbour  clear  of  European  and  American  ship- 
ping: and  the  bustle  and  thronging  of  our  streets,  show  some- 
thing, already,  of  tlie  activity  of  the  smaller  seaports  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mechanics,  of  nearly  every  trade,  are  carrpng  on  their  va- 
rious occupations;  their  wages  are  high;  and  a  large  number  would 
be  sure  of  constant  and  profitable  employment. 

Not  a  child  or  youth  in  the  Colony  but  is  provided  with 
an  appropriate  school.  We  have  a  numerous  public  library, 
and  a  court  house,  meeting  houses,  school  houses,  and  forti- 
"fications  sufficient,  or  nearly  so,  for  the  Colony,  in  its  present 
state. 

Our  houses  are  constructed  of  the  same  materials,  and  finished 
in  the  same  style,  as  in  the  towns  of  America.  We  have  abun- 
dance of  good  building  stone,  shells  for  lime,  and  clay,  of  an 
excellent  quality,  for  bricks.  Timber  is  plentiful,  of  various 
kinds,  and  fit  for  all  the  different  purposes  of  building  and  fen- 
cing. 

Truly,  we  have  a  goodly  lieritage :  and  if  there  is  any  thing 
lacking  in  the  character  or  condition  of  the  people  of  this  Colo- 
ny, it  never  can  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  country:  it 
must  be  the  fruit  of  our  own  mismanagement,  or  slothfulness,  or 
vices.  But  from  these  evils  we  confide  in  Him,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  all  our  blessings,  to  preserve  us.  It  is  the  topic  of 
our  weekly  and  daily  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  both  in 
public  and  in  private,  and  He  knows  with  what  sincerity,  that 
we  were  ever  conducted,  by  his  Providence,  to  this  shore. — 
Such  great  favours,  in  so  short  a  time,  and  mixed  with  so  few  tri- 
als, are  to  be  ascribed  to  nothing  but  his  special  blessing.     This 


we  acknowledge.  We  only  want  the  gratitude  wViich  such  sig- 
nal favours  call  for.  Nor  are  we  willing  to  close  this  paper 
without  adding  a  heartfelt  testimonial  of  the  deep  obligations  we 
owe  to  our  American  patrons  and  best  earthly  benefactors,  whose 
wisdom  pointed  us  to  this  home  of  our  nation,  and  whose  active 
and  persevering  benevolence  enabled  us  to  reach  it.  Judge, 
then,  of  the  feelings  with  which  we  hear  the  motives  and  do- 
ings of  the  Colonization  Society  traduced — and  that,  too,  by  men 
too  ignorant  to  know  what  that  Society  has  accomplished;  too 
weak  to  look  through  its  plans  and  intentions;  or  too  dishonest  to 
acknowledge  either.  But,  without  pretending  to  any  prophetic 
sagacity,  we  can  certainly  predict  to  that  Society,  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  their  hopes  and  labours,  and  disappointment  and  de- 
feat to  all  who  oppose  them.  Men  may  theorize,  and  speculate 
about  their  plans  in  America,  but  there  can  be  no  speculation 
here.  The  cheerful  abodes  of  civilization  and  happiness  which 
are  scattered  over  this  verdant  mountain — the  flourishing  settle- 
ments which  are  spreading  around  it- — the  sound  of  Christian  in- 
struction, and  scenes  of  Christian  worship,  which  are  heard 
and  seen  in  this  land  of  brooding  pagan  darkness — a  thousand 
contented  freemen  united  in  founding  a  new  Christian  empire, 
h^ppy  themselves,  and  the  instruments  of  happiness  to  others— 
every  object,  every  individual,  is  an  argument,  is  demonstra- 
tion, of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  plan  of  Colonization. 

Where  is  the  argument  that  shall  refute  facts  like  these?  And 
where  is  the  man  hardy  enough  to  deny  them? 


(IL) 
Constitution  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Art.  I.  This  Society  shall  be  called  "  The  American  Society 
for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States." 

Art.  II.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively 
directed,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing  (with 
their  consent)  the  free  People  of  Colour  residing  in  our  countr}"", 
in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  ex- 
pedient.    And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  eftect  this  object,  in  co- 
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operation  with  the  General  Government,  and  such  of  the  States 
as  may  adopt  regulations  upon  the  subject. 

Art.  III.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  sub- 
scribe these  articles,  and  be  an  annual  contributor  of  one  dollar 
to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  be  a  member.  On  paying  a 
sum  of  not  less  than  thirty  dollars,  at  one  subscription,  he  shall 
be  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  IV.  The  oflficers  of  the  Society  shall  be,  a  President, 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Recorder,  and  a 
Board  of  Managers,  composed  of  the  abovenamed  officers,  and 
twelve  other  members  of  the  Society.  They  shall  be  annually 
elected  by  the  members  of  the  Society,  at  their  annual  meeting, 
on  the  Saturday  preceding  New  Year's  Day,  and  continue  to  dis- 
charge their  respective  duties  till  others  are  appointed. 

Art.  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to 
call  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board,  when  he  thinks 
necessary,  or  when  required  by  any  three  members  of  the  Board. 

Art.  VI.  The  Vice-Presidents,  according  to  seniority,  shall 
discharge  these  duties  in  the  absence  of  the  President. 

Art.  VII.  The  Secretary  shall  take  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings, prepare  and  publish  notices,  and  discharge  such  other  du- 
ties as  the  Board,  or  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice- 
President,  according  to  seniority,  (when  the  Board  is  not  sit- 
ting,) shall  direct.  And  the  Recorder  shall  record  the  proceed- 
ings and  the  names  of  the  members,  and  discharge  such  other  du- 
ties as  may  be  required  of  him. 

Art.  VIIl.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  charg-e  of 
the  funds  of  the  Society,  under  such  security  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Board  of  Managers;  keep  the  accounts,  and  exhibit  a 
statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  every  annual  meet- 
ing, and  discharge  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of 
him. 

Art.  IX.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  the  first  Monday  in  April,  the  first  Mon- 
day in  July,  and  the  first  Monday  in  October,  every  year, 
and  at  such  other  times  as  the  President  may  direct.  They 
shall  conduct  the  business  of  the  Society,  and  take  such  mea- 
sures for  effecting  its  object  as  they  shall  think  proper,  or  shall 
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he  directed  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  make  an  annual 
report  of  their  proceedings.  They  shall  also  fill  up  all  vacan- 
cies occuring  during  the  year,  and  make  such  by-laws  for  their 
government  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  provided  the  same  are 
not  repugnant  to  this  constitution. 

Art.  X.  Every  Society  which  shall  be  formed  in  the  United 
States,  to  aid  in  the  object  of  this  Association,  and  which  shall 
co-operate  with  its  funds  for  the  purposes  thereof,  agreeably 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  Society,  shall  be  considered 
auxiliary  thereto;  and  its  officers  shall  be  entitled  to  attend 
and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 


LIST  OF  SOCIETIES 

Auxiliary  to  the  American  Colonisation  Society^ 


AUXILIAKY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OP  MARYLAND, 

Hon.  Chai-les  Carroll,  of  CaiTollton,  President, 

Vice-Presidents. 


<Jen.  Samuel  Smith, 
Roger  B.  Taney, 
Luke  Tiernan, 
Dr.  James  Stuart, 
Eobert  Oliver, 
Isaac  McKim, 
Col.  Maynadier, 
Robert  H.  Goldsborough, 
Charles  Goldsborough, 
Jadies  H.  McCulloh, 
Philip  E.  Thomas, 
Robert  Gilmor, 
Hezekiah  Niles, 
John  Gi-ahame, 
Richard  T.  Eai-le, 

Board 

Rev.  Dr.  Henshaw, 

Mr.  Nevins, 

Mr.  Waugh, 

Mr.  Breckemidge, 

Dr.  Wyatt, 

Dr.  Kurtz, 

Mr.  Hanson, 

Mr.  Finlay, 

Peter  Hoffman, 
Col,  Benjamin  C.  Howard, 
Gen.  Geo.  H.  Stuart, 
Col.  William  Stuart, 
Robert  Armstrong-, 
Col.  John  Berry, 
Thomas  Kelso, 
Jacob  I.  Cohen, 
Dr.  P.  Macauley, 
Solomon  Ettlng-, 
D.  E.  G.  Edrington, 
Wm.  Bose, 

John  Hoffman,  Treasurer. 
Edward  J.  Coalcj  Secretary. 
13 


WiUiam  Barrollj 
Joseph  Kent, 
Joseph  E.  Muse, 
Thomas  James  Bullitt, 
Daniel  Martin, 
Anthony  Banning-, 
Wm.  H.  Tilghman, 
J.  T.  Chase, 
A.  C.  Magruderj 
John  Brewer, 
James  Murray, 
John  Leeds  Kerr, 
Daniel  Murray, 
J.  J.  Speed, 
Samuel  Sterett. 

of  Managers. 

Thomas  Armstrong", 
Wm.  Wilkins, 
Hugh  McElderry, 
Wm.  Gwynn, 
Richard  H.  Douglas, 
Thomas  Ellicott, 
Dr.  Richard  Steuart, 
Nathaniel  Williams, 
Richard  Gill, 
Edward  Kemp, 
Richard  B.  Magruderp 
Upton  S.  Heath, 
Charles  S.  Walsh, 
Vi'ancis  H.  Davidg-Ca 
Joseph  Gushing, 
Fielder  Israel, 
Tilghman  Brice, 
Edmund  Didier, 
Dr.  Eli  Ayres, 
Wm.  R.  Adah-, 


James  Bryan,  Asst'  Sec, 
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Agency. 
Hon.  Jiidge  Brice,  Chairman.    I  Charles  Howard, 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  I  Charles  C.  Harper,  Secretary. 

John  I.  Lloyd,  j 


CONNECTICUT  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

His  Excellency  Gideon  Tomlinson,  Governor,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Hon.  John  Thompson  Peters,  a  Judge  of  Supreme  Court. 
Benjamin  Silliman,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  Yale  CoUegCt 
Rev.  Leonard  Bacon,  New  Haven,  Secretary. 
Seth  Teny,  Esq.  Hartford,  TVeasurer. 

Managers. 
His  Honor  John  S.  Peters,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Hebron. 
Hon.  Ebenezer  Young-,  Speaker  House  Representatives,  Killinglyo 
Rev.  Joel  H.  Linslej%  Hartford. 
Rev.  Samuel  Merwin,  New  Haven. 

Right  Rev.  T.  C.  Brownell,  President  Wasliington  College. 
Rev.  T.  H.  Gallaudet,  Principal  American  Asylum,  Hai-tford. 
Seth  P.  Beers,  Esq.  Com.  S.  Fund,  Litchfield. 
Hon.  John  Alsop,  Senator,  Middletown. 
Hon.  R.  I.  Ingersoll,  Member  Congress,  New  Haven. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Hon.  C  P.  Van  Ness,  |  His  Ex.  Ezra  Butler. 

Managers. 

Rev.  Almon  Dunbar,  j  Hon.  Amariah  Chandler, 

Hon.  Seth  Wetmore,  1  Samuel  Clark, 

Hon.  Martin  Chittenden,  |  Hon.  Phineas  White, 

Hon.  Israel  P.  Dana,  j  Rev.  Calvin  Yale, 

Rev.  James  Hobart,  1  Hon.  Thomas  Emerson, 

Hon.  D.  Azro  A.  Buck,  |  Hon.  Abner  Forbes. 

Hon.  Jeduthun  Loomis,  Treasurer,  I     Rev.  Chester  Wright,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Joseph  Howes,  Auditor.  \ 


COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Robert  Field  Stockton,  of  the  United  States'  Navy,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
James  S.  Green,  j  Gen.  John  Frelinghuysen^t 

L.  Q.  C .  Elmer,  |  James  Stryker, 

Dr.  John  T.  WcodhuU,  f  Professor  John  Maclean. 
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Jfiobert  Voorhees,  JVeasurer. 


Rev.  Robert  Baird,  Secretary,, 


Managers. 


Richard  M.  Green, 
Thomas  White, 
John  R.  Thompson, 
Rev.  Geo.  S.  WoodhuU, 
Mr.  George  Sherman, 
Mr.  Daniel  Fenton, 

Directors,  or  Honorary 
His  Ex.  I.  H.  WiUiamson, 
Hon.  A.  Kirkpatrick, 

Richard  Stockton, 

— —  T.  Frelinghuysen, 
— —  Lewis  Condict, 
His  Hon.  Wm.  Rossel, 

,  Gabriel  Ford^ 

David  Thompson, 
Samuel  Bayard, 
His  Hon.  Charles  Ewing", 
William  Cruser, 
Peter  D.  Vroom,  Jun. 
Stacy  G.  Potts, 
Dr.  A.  R.  Taylor, 
John  N.  Simpson, 
Rev.  Symn\es  C  Henry, 
Nathaniel  Cole,  M.  D. 


Dr.  A.  P.  Hagermaiij 
Prof  L.  Halsey, 
Samuel  J.  Bayard, 
Mr.  Emley  Olden, 
Mr.  Cox, 

Mr.  James  Noursc;, 
Managers. 
John  Potter, 
C.  L.  Hardenburg-, 
Ml'.  Samuel  Aaron, 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Miller, 

"    A.  Alexander, 

"   James  Carnahan, 

"   John  Macdowell, 

"    Asa  Hillyer, 

David  Comfort, 

Isaac  Brown, 

Wm.  C.  Brownlee, 

Dr.  Cannon, 

— — ■  Peter  Labagh, 

Dr.  P.  MilledoUer, 

Samuel  Doughtyj 

'■     Joseph  Holdich.^ 


COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRBi 

His  Excellency  David  L.  Morril,  Goffstowut  President, 
Vice-Presidents. 
Rev.  Bennet  Tyler,  D.  D.,  Hanovep, 
Jonathan  Smith,  Peterborough. 
Hon.  Matthew  Harvey,  Hophinton, 
Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  Portsmouth, 
Rev.  John  H.  Church,  D.  D.,  Pelham. 
Hon.  Samuel  Bell,  Chester. 

Moses  P.  Payson,  Bath,  ^ 

• Caleb  Keith,  TVentworth, 

William  A.  Kent,  Concord- 

George  B.  Upham,  Claremont. 

Dr.  Joseph  Reynolds,  Secretary,  Concord, 
William  Pickering,  Treasurer,  Concord- 

Managers. 


Rev.  Jonathan  Nye,  Claremont, 
Hon-  Henry  Hubbard,   Charlestown, 

Samuel  Morril,  Concord, 

laaac  Hill,  Concord, 

Titus  Brown,  Francestovjni 

Edmund  Parker,  Amheratf 


Hon.  Ezekiel  Webster,  SoscaweUj 
Mills  Olcott.  Hancver, 
Moses  Baker,  Campton, 
Stephen  Ambrose,  Concord, 
Joim  Williams,  Dover, 
Anemai  Rog'ers,  Menniker. 


100 


AUXILIARY. SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATtl  OF  MAINE- 

His  Excellency  Albion  K.  Pams,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 


Prentiss  MeUen, 

Charles  S,  Davis,  Treasurer. 


I 


Trustees. 


Rev.  E.  PaysoTi, 

T.  B.  Ripley, 

Simon  Greenleaf, 
Joseph  Sibley, 


Rev.  J.  Nicholls. 

Thomas  A.  Deblois,  Secretary, 

Henry  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Dana, 
Alfred  RichardsoUo 


AUXILIARY  STATE  SOCIETY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Thomas  C  James,  M.  D.  President. 
Rev.  Benjamin  Allen,  Vice-President. 


Gerard  Ralston,  Treasurer. 


Managers. 


Samuel  Archer, 
Silas  E.  Weir, 
Isaac  C  Jones, 
Philip  Gan-ett, 
Solomon  AUenj 


Wm.  B.  Davidson,  Secretary. 


J.  K.  Mitchell,  M.  D. 
John  Wurtz, 
James  Bayard, 
Eli  K.  Price, 
G.  W.  Blight 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  OHIO, 
Hon.  Jeremiah  Morrow,   President. 
Vice-Presidenis. 
Abraham  Shepherd,  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  of  Brown  county. 
Rev.  R.  H    Bishop,  D.  D.  President  of  the  Miami  University. 

James  Hoge,  of  Franklin  county. 

. D.  Pui'viance,  of  Preble  county. 

R.  G.  AVilson,  D.  D.  President  of  the  Ohio  University, 

W.  M'Millan,  of  Harrison  county. 

Hon.  William  M'Lean,  of  Miami  county. 
Joseph  S.  Benham,  of  Hamilton  count)^ 
David  Higgins,  of  Butler  county. 
William  Rufus  Putman,  of  Washington  county, 
D.  W.  Deshler,  Recording  Secretary. 
Nathaniel  M'Lean,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Nathaniel  M'Lean,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 
Rev.  James  M'Aboy, 


Charles  Henkle, 

Jacob  Young, 

Dr.  Samuel  Persons, 

Lincoln  Goodale, 

David  Smith, 


Otis  Crosby, 
John  Cunning, 
Gen.  Jolin  Warneiv 
Orris  Parrish, 
Thomas  Johnson, 
Gen.  Joseph  Foos, 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  SOCIETY  FOR  COLONIZING  THE  FREE 
PEOPLE  OF  COLOUR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Governor  Iredell,  President. 

Vice-Presidents . 


Rev.  Dr.  Caldwell,  | 

Stephen  Birdsall,  Treasurer.      | 

Directors. 

Charles  Fisher, 

William  Davidson, 

William  Boylan, 

Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  M'Pheeters, 

W^illiam  Peace, 

William  Hill, 

Benjamin  S.  King, 

William  Robai'ds, 

WiUiam  Gaston, 

Beverly  Daniel, 


Dr.  Ecctweth. 

Weston  R.  Gales,  Secretary- 


Bartlett  Yancey, 
Alfred  Moore, 
John  L.  Taylor, 
Gavin  Hog-g-, 
Frederick  Nash, 
James  Mebane, 
John  Beard,  Jr. 
James  F.  Taylor, 
Charles  Manly, 
Joseph  Gales, 


AUXILIARY  NEW  YORK  SOCIETY. 
Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Rev.  Alex.  M'Leod,  D.  D.         I  Col.  William  Fe\r. 

Philip  Milledoler,  D.  D.     | 

Grove  Wright,  Treasurer.         \  John  B.  Beck,  M.  D.  Rec,  Sec, 


RICHMOND  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Chief  Justice  Marshall,  President. 
Vice-Presidents, 

I  Horatio  G.  Winston. 


John  Tyler,  I 

Thomas  C.  Howard,  Secretary,  \ 

Managers. 
William  H.  Fltzwhylsonn, 
Robert  G.  Scott, 
John  Rutherford, 
Hall  Neilson, 
John  H.  Eustace, 
James  Blair, 


Benjamin  Brand,  Treasurer, 

William  Crane, 
David  I.  Burr, 
William.  Barret, 
Willis  Cowling, 
James  E.  Heath, 
Young  Pankey. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  NORFOLK,  VA, 

James  Nimmo,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Seth  Foster,  |  Richard  E.  Parker, 

John  M'Phail,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 

Thomas  G.  Broughton,  !  Jonathan  Cowdery, 
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Rev.  Noah  Davis, 

Henry  W.  Ducachet, 

. John  French, 


Jeremiah  Hendren, 
Robert  C.  JenningSj 
Hamilton  Shields, 


Richard  L.  Green,  |  Robert  Souttei', 


. Shepard  K.  Kollock, 

Daniel  G.  Fisk, 
Alexander  Gait, 


Robert  B.  Starkei 
Henry  Woodis, 


Auxiliary  society  of  isle  of  wight  county,  va. 

^Business  transacted  at  SmitliJield.J 
Doctor  Georg-e  Butler,  President- 
Vice-Presidents. 
Doctor  George  Wilson,  |  Major  Andrew  Woodley. 

Col.  W.  H.  Woodley,  Sec-  |  John  Womble,  Treasurer, 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAMPTON,  VA, 
Rev.  John  S.  West  wood,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Rev.  William  Giiriam,  I  Samuel  Watts,  Sen. 

Luther  H.  Reed,  I 

Wm.  J.  Simpkins,  Secretary,    j  Westwood  S.  Armistead,  Tr- 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SUSSEX  COUNTY,  VA. 
CBusiness  transacted  at  Sussex  Court-house.J 

i 

•  John  Cargill,  President. 

Major  William  Parham,    Vice-President. 
Col.  George  Blow,  Secretary.     \  Wm.  Parham,  Treasurer.. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ALBEMARLE  COUNTY,  VA. 
General  J.  H.  Cocke,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
William  C.  Rives,  I  Thomas  W.  Gilmer.- 

J=  H.  Terrell,  | 

Jonathan  B.  Can-,   Treasurer. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  KING  WILLIAM  COUNTY,   VA. 

John  Roane,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Rev.  Robert  Semple,  |  Rev.  And.  Broaddus, 

Christopher  W.  Taliaferro,  Secretary, 
Doctor  Williani  GwaUimey,  Treasurer, 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  KANHAWA  COUNTY,  VA, 
Philip  P.  Thomson,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Hon.  Lewis  Summers,  I  John  L.  Fry. 

Joseph  Lovell,  TVeasurer.  |  Edward  S.  Eddy,  Secretary,.. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  AUGUSTA  COUNTY,  VA. 

Rev.  Dr.  Conrad  Speece,  President, 
Vice-Presidents. 


Rev.  James  C.  Wilson, 

Hon.  Archibald  Stuart, 
William  Bell, 
Daniel  Sheffey, 
Charles  A-  Stuart, 
John  H.  Peyton, 
Samuel  Clai-ke. 
William  Clai-k,  Secretary, 


Managers. 


Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Stephens, 


James  A  M'Cue, 
John  M'Cue, 
David  Gilkeson,  Jr« 
William  Kinney,  Jr. 
David  W.  Patterson, 
Nicholas  C.  Kinney. 

Joseph  Cowan,  Treasuref, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OP  POWHATAI^  COUNTY,  VA, 

Col.  James  Clark,  President. 
Vice-Presidents . 


William  Old, 
John  B.  Tinsley,  Secretary, 


William  Pope, 
Joseph  Hobson, 
Rev.  Dan.  A.  Peruck, 
Thomas  Scott, 
Joseph  Davisj 


\ 
lHanagers. 


Rev.  Edward  Baptist. 
Joseph  Davis,  Treasurer, 


John  Daniel, 
William  L.  Montagues, 
William  Sublitt, 
John  Gillara. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  LYNCHBURG,  VA. 
Rev.  John  Early,  President. 

Vice-Presidents, 
Rev.  William  S.  Reld,  |  Rev.  F.  G.  Smith. 

Robert  Toler,  Secretary.  |  John  Caskie,  Treasurer, 


John  Victor  (Mayor), 
Wm.  J.  Holcombe, 
David  R.  Edley, 
Samuel  Bransford, 
Elijah  Fletcher, 
.Tames  Newhall, 


Managers. 


N-  M.  Taliaferro, 
John  D.  Urquhart, 
Chris.  Umfree, 
John  Thurmon, 
David  G.  Munell, 
Dr.  John  J.  Cabell. 
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AUX.  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  FLUVANNA  COUNTY,  VA. 

General  John  H.  Cocke,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 


John  Timberlake,  Jr.  | 

Edward  J.  Magruder,  Secretary.         | 

3Ianagers. 

Guthrie  ^lorrls, 
Gideon  A.  Strange, 
John  Winn, 
George  Stillman, 
James  Currin, 


Rev.  Walker  Timberlake, 
Barrit  G.  Payne,  Treasurer. 


Dr.  G.  M.  Lewis, 
Dr.  Bazil  M.  Jones,. 
Charles  W.  Jones, 
Martiji  Tutwiler, 
Samuel  F.  Morris. 


Auxiliary  Colonization  Society^  Hampden  Sidney  College^   Va. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WHEELING,    VIRGINIA. 

Noah  Zane,  Esq.  Preside7it. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Rev.  William  Wylie,  I 

— —  John  Armstrong, 

— —  Henry  Furlong,  j 

3Ianagers. 
Samuel  Spriggj 
E.  J.  Lee,  Jr. 
John  McLure, 
James  Campbell, 
Richard  Simms, 
Col.  A.  Woods, 
Benjamin  McMechon, 
Jesse  C  Smith, 
Thomas  Woods,   Treasurer. 


Rev.   James  Harvey, 
Hon.  A.  Caldwell. 


Robert  J.  Curtis, 
W^illiam  F.  Peterson, 
Dr.  John  H.  Irwin, 
Dana  Hubbard, 
Samuel  McClallen, 
D.  B.  Bayless, 
Robert  C.  Woods. 

R.  McKee,  Secretary, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  VA. 

Nathaniel  Burwell,    President. 

Obed  Waite,  Treasurer.  j        Augustine  C.  Smith,  Secretary. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HARPER'S  FERRY,    VA. 
John  Stubblefield,  President. 
Vice-Presidents . 
William  M'Guire,  I  Edward  AVager, 


Armistead  Beckham,  j 

Jacob  Wark,  Treasurer,  \ 


Roger  Humphreys. 

John  P,  M'GuJi'e,  Secretary!/. 
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AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  LOUDON  COUNTY,  VA, 

James  Monroe,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Samuel  Murray, 
Ludwell  Lee, 
Israel  Janney, 
James  Moore, 
Mahlon  Taylor, 
Samuel  Nichols, 
Isaac  Brown, 

R.  D.  Henderson,  Treasurer.     [  Richard  H.  Lee,  Secretary, 


Sydney  Baily, 
Johnson  Cleavelandj, 
Burr  Powell, 
James  Heaton, 
William  Elzey, 
William  Noland, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CHARLESTOWN,  JEFFERSON  CO.  VA, 

Doctor  Samuel  I.  Gramer,  President. 
Vice-Presidents . 

Bushrod  C.  Washington,  I  John  T.  A.  Washington, 

Adam  Weaver,  George  W.  Humphreys, 

Henry  S.  Turner,  J  Nathaniel  CraighiU. 

Robert  Washington,  Treasurer,  \  John  Marshall,  Secretary.    , 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SHEPHERDSTOWN,  VA. 

James  S.  Lane,  President. 
John  Baker,  Vice-President' 
John  Cookus,  Treasurer.  \  Geo.  C.  P.Kranth,  Secretary. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY,  VA:, 

Hon.  Daniel  Smith,   President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Doctor  Peachy  Harris.on,  I  Rev.  Daniel  Baker, 

Major  John  Kenney,  |  Col.  Samuel  H.  Lewis. 

Dr.  Peachy  Harrison,  1  ^  |  David  Steele,  Treasurer^ 

James  Bush,  >         *     | 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  LONDON,  VA, 
Rev.  John  Early,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
James  Stephen,  |  Col.  John  Wall. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PETERSBURG,  VA_. 

Doctor  R.  Field,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Eev.  Andrew  Syme,  |  John  F.  May. 

G.  P   Disoswav,  Treasurer.,  j     William  M.  Attmsqn,  Secretary.  • 

14         ' 
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Managers. 

John  Grammer,' 

Thomas  Shore, 

Francis  G.  Yancey, 

Benjamin  Rice, 

Mlnton  Thrift, 

A.  B.  Spooner, 

W.  H.  Mact'arland, 

John  Taliaferro, 

Thomas  Young, 

Hugh  Nelson, 

Edward  Pescud, 

Dr.  J.  C.  Pegram, 

Dinwiddie, 

William  Clarke, 

James  Hunnicut, 

Ditto. 

Thomas  Robinson, 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  FREDERICKSBUBG,  VA. 
John  p.  Lomax,  President. 


Vice-Presidents. 


John  Gray, 
John  Scott, 


Managers. 


Rev.  Edward  C.  M'Guu-e, 
Dr.  William  Browne, 
William  A.  Knox, 
Reuben  T.  Thom, 
Philip  Harrison, 
William  C.  Beale, 


Daniel  Gunnanj 
Robert  Lewis. 


Murray  Forbes, 
John  Hart, 
John  S.  Wellford, 
Samuel  Gordon, 
Fayette  Johnston, 
Horace  Marshall. 


Rev.  Samuel  B.  Wilson,  Cor.  Sec.       \  Wm.  F.  Gray,  Rec:  Sec.  &  Treas- 


^uxiliary  Society  of  Greenbriar  County,  Virginia, 


DINWIDDIE  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  VA. 

Daniel  Gilman  Hatch,  President. 

William  B.  Thompson,  Vice-President. 
Robert  H.  Booth,  Secretary.       \  Beverly  Anderson,  Treasurer . 

Managers. 

John  Wainwright, 
John  Atkinson, 
Robert  C.  Booth, 


Douglass  Muii", 
W.  H.  Cousins, 


John  N.  Fisher, 
Robert  V.  Tucker, 
Stith  Thompson, 
Joseph  H.  Harper. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  AMHERST  COUNTY,  VA. 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Page,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
William  Duncan,  i  Richard  S.  Ellis. 

Samuel  R,  Davies,  Treasurer,    I  Sam.  M.  Gucland,  Secretary/ 
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Edward  A.  Cabell, 
Hudson  M.  Gueland, 
Wilkins  Watson, 
Arthur  B.  Davies, 


Managers. 


Tir.  John  P.  Brown, 
William  S.  Crawford, 
Edmond  Winston. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  BERKLEY  COUNTY,  VA. 

Philip  C.  Pendleton,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 


Edward  Colston,  | 

Thomas  Davis,  Cor.  Sec. 
John  Rogers,  Rcc.  Secretary. 

Directors. 
Alexander  Cooper, 
ISIoses  T;.  Hunter, 
Aaron  Hibbard, 
Bernard  C    Wolff, 
John  Doll, 
John  Strother, 


Meverill  Locke. 

John  K.  Wilson,  Treasurer^ 


Rev.  Charles  C.  Krauth, 

John  T.  Brooke, 

James  M.  Brown, 
Almond  Sortvvell, 
James  N.  Riddle, 
Wasliington  Evans. 


ALTilLIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  NELSON  COUNTY,  VA. 

Rev.  James  Boyd,  President. 

John  M.  Martin,  Vice-President. 
Col.  Alexander  Brown,   Treasurer.     \  James  Garland,  Secretary- 

Managers. 

Rev.  Isaac  Paul, 


Robert  Rives,  Senr. 
.Tohn  Whitehead, 
Col.  Charles  Perrow, 
Lee  W.  Harris, 
Dr.  Robert  I.  Kincaid, 


Rev.  John  Shepherd, 
Robert  C  Cutler, 
Lucas" P.  Thompson. 


NANSEMOND  COUNTY  AUXILIARY  SOCIETY. 

f  Business  transacted  in  the  town  of  Suffolk.  J 

Joseph  Prentiss,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Rev.  Jacob  Keeling,  I  Col.  Joslah  Riddick, 


Robert  Cox, 
John  T.  Kilby,  Secretary  >  | 


Captain  Mills  Riddick. 
Arthia*  Smith,  Treasurer: 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  BUCKINGHAM  CO.  VA. 

John  M.  Walker,  President. 

Rev.  Thomas  Burge,   Vice-President. 
-Tames  Staples,  Treasurer,         1  David  B.  Phelps,  Secretary, 
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Rev.  William  Pumell, 
William  Staple, 
John  Carson, 


Managers. 


Robert  H.  Walthallj 
Benjamin  Walker. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ALEXANDRIA,  D.  C. 

John  Roberts,  Pi-esident. 
Vict-Presidents. 


Rev.  S.  Cornelius, 

William  Gregory, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Thomas  Sanford, 
James  Douglass, 

N.  R.  Fitzhugh,  Secretary,. 


Manasers. 


Rev.  Mr.  Harrison. 

John  Withers, 
Isaac  Cornell, 
James  B,  Nichollsj 
George  Johnson. 

^harles  Page,  Treasurer'. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  GEORGETOWN,  D.  C. 

Walter  Smith,  President. 
MaJiagers. 


Daniel  Kurtz, 
Thomas  Corcoran,  Jr. 
Henry  Addison, 
James  King, 
John  Pickerell, 
James  Thomson, 

John  I.  StuU,  Treasurer. 


William  Jewell, 
William  Morton, 
James  Thomas, 
Richard  Ci-uikshanks, 
Henry  Gaither, 
Isaac  Owens. 

Francis  T.  Seawell,  Secretary^ 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  YORK,  PENN. 

John  Bai-nitz,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
George  Barnitz,  |  Jacob  Eichelberg^. 

John  Schmidt,   Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PITTSBURG,  PENN. 


Henry  Baldwin,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Francis  Hen-on,  D.  D. 
Robert  Bruce,  D.  D. 
John  Black,  D.  D. 
Walter  Forward, 
Rev.  Ellsha  P.  Swift, 

William  M'Candlese, 
Neviile  B.  Craig-, 


Managers. 


Rev.  C.  B.  Maguire, 

John  H .  Hopkins, 

Charles  Avery, 

Joseph  Kerr, 

Joseph  Stockton. 


Richard  Biddle, 

Harnier  Denny, 
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Thomas  Enoch, 

W.  W.  Fetterman, 

John  M'Kee, 

Charles  H.  Israel,  Secretary. 


Charles  L.  Voby, 

Samuel  Thompson, 

John  D.  Davis. 

William  B.  Lowrie,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  PENN. 

Honorable  Joseph  Lawrence,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Jonathan  Knight, 
Joseph  Ritner, 
Aaron  Kerr, 
William  M'Creery, 
Thomas  Ringland, 


Managers. 


James  Shannon, 
Samuel  Workman, 
William  Sample, 
Samuel  Hazlett, 
Thomas  W.  T.  M.  Kennan, 
Rev.  O.  B.  Jennings, 

' John  Graham, 

Thomas  Morgan, 
George  Baird, 
James  C.  Slmonson, 
Samuel  Cunningham,  Sec. 


Rev.  Samuel  Ralston, 

Matthew  Brown, 

Thbmas  Hoge, 

John  Anderson, 

Asa  Shinn, 


James  Briceland, 
Robert  Officer, 
Robert  Colmery, 
Joseph  Henderson, 
Samuel  M'Farland, 
John  S.  Brady, 
Doctor  S .  Murdock, 
John  Grayson, 
Jacob  Hoyle. 

Daniel  Moore,  Treusurei-. 


CHESTER  CO.,  PENN.  AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Doctor  WilUam  Darling'ton,  President. 


Vice-Presidents. 
Jesse  Kersey,  ( 

Managers. 

William  H.  DiUingham, 

Thomas  S.  Bell, 

Gen.  John  W.  CunninghAin, 

Townsend  Haines, 

Jonathan  Jones, 

Doctor  Samuel  M'Lean, 

Thomas  Williamson,  Sec. 


Rev.  Robert  Graham. 

Rev.  William  Hodgson, 

Ebenezer  Dickey, 

— —  Simeon  Siegfried, 
William  Everhart, 
George  Hartman,  Junior, 
Jonathan  Gause. 
David  Townsend,  Treasurer, 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MEADVILLE,  CRAWFORD  CO.,  PA. 

Honoi-able  Stephen  Barlow,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Rev.  Timothy  Alden, 

~. Daniel  M'Lean, 

Abel  Jackson, 

Thomas  Atkinson, 
John  Reynoldsj 


William  Foster, 

Jacob  Guy, 

Hon.  Henry  Shippen, 

James  Burchfieldj 

=— —  John  Brooke. 
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Managers. 

Rev.  Wells  Bushnell,  I  Hugh  Brawley, 

— —  Chai-les  Smith,  Doctor  A-  W.  M'Dowellj 

.Tai'ed  Shattuck,  1  David  Derrikson, 

James  Cochran,  Robert  L.  Potter, 

John  H.  Work,  |  Joli/i  McDowell, 

David  Dick,  !  Samuel  Torbett. 

Joseph  Momson,  Secretary.       j  John  P.  Davis,  Treasurer. 

Publishing  Committee. 

H.  I.  Hendikeson,  |  Arthur  Culburn' 

John  B.  Wallace, 


•Micxiliary  Society  of  Brownsville  and  Bridgeport,  JFkyetfe  Co. 
Pennsylvania. 

Auxiliary  Society  of  TVayneshurgh,   Green  county,  Pa, 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CONNELSVILLE,  VA. 

Daniel  Rogers,  President. 
George  Matthias,    Ftce-Presidenf, 
Corresponding  Secretaries. 
Joseph  Trevor,  M.  D.  |  Joseph  Ton'ence,  Jr. 

Jvonathan  Page,  Treasurer.  \        Alexander  Johnson,  Rec,  Sec. 

Auxiliary  Society  of  Montgoinery  county,  Md. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  QUEEN  ANN'S  COUNTY,  MD, 

Kichard  T.  Earle,  President, 

Vice-Presidents. 

William  Carmichael,  I  John  Tilghman, 

John  P.  Pacha,  Geofge  Findley. 

William  Kemsly,  | 

Dr.  John  Davidge  Emory,  Sec.        \    PhUemon  P.  Hopper,  Treasure^'. 

AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION   SOCIETY  OF  KENT  COUNTY,  MD. 

William  Barrell,  President. 

J'^ce-Presidents- 
James  Bowers,  I  Edward  Anderson, 

C  F.  Chambers,  U.  Anger, 

Thomas  Worrell,  j  Rev.  W.  Jackson, 

J.  B.  Eccleston,  Secretary.        [  R.  Rlngold,  Treasurer. 


Ill 

AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  DORCHESTER  CO;,  MD. 

Joseph  E.  Muse,  President, 

Charles  Golsborough,   Vice-President. 

James  Chaplaine,  Treasurer.     \  James  Bryan,  Secretary, 

Auxiliary  Society  of  Annapolis,  Md. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PRINCE  GEORGE  COUNTY,  MD. 

John  Johnson,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
James  R.  Montgomery,  |  Doctor  Joseph  Kent. 

T.  Tyler,  Treasurer,  \  Edward  Harwood,  Secretary 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  TALBOT  COUNTY,  MD. 

Thomas  James  Bullett,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
John  Leeds  Kerr,  |  Daniel  Martin. 

Managers. 

Pere  Benson,  j  Reverend  Joseph  Scull. 

Samuel  Groome,  Tench  Tilghman, 

Samuel  S.  Dickinson,  |  Thomas  Hayward, 

AUXILIARYCOLONIZATIONSOCIETY.  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  MIJ. 

Major  John  Graham,  President, 
Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  Abraham  Shriver, 


Dr.  Wm.  Bradley  Tyler, 
Frederick  A.  Schley, 
Rev.  D.  F   SchaefFer, 

John  Johns, 

— —  Jonathan  Helfenstein, 

Managers. 
Rev.  Samuel  Helfenstein, 
Richard  Potts, 
Moses  Worman, 
Simon  Cronise, 
Dr  Jacob  Baer, 
John  H.  M'Elfi-esh, 


William  Ross, 
George  Baer, 
John  Schley, 


John  Nelson, 
Lewis  P.  W.  Balch, 
Cloteworthy  Bimie,  Jr. 
Richard  H-  Marshall, 
Thomas  Carlton, 
Casper  Mantz. 


James  M-  Shelman,  Sec.  j  Henry  Doyle,  Treasurer. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  HAGERSTOWN. 

WUliam  Price,  President, 
Joseph  I.  Merrick,  Secretary.    \  Samuel  Steele,  Treasurer. 


in 

3Ianagers. 

Eranklin  Anderson,  I  Daniel  Sprig^, 

Joseph  Martin,  I  John   Hershey, 

"William  D.  Bell,  I  Major  John  Reynolds. 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  ELKTON,  KENTnCKY. 

Eev.  John  Graham,  (of  the  Methodist  Church,)  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Kev.  William  K.  Stewai-t,  of  the  Presbyterian  church.. 

John  S.  Wilson,  of  the  Baptist  church. 

WilUam  H.  Moore,  Recording  Secretary. 

Cyrus  Edwards,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

William  G.  Logan,  Treasurer. 

Managers. 
Rev.  Caleb  N.  Bell,  I  Col.  Richard  B.  New, 

John  Fletcher,  I  Major  John  Gray. 

David  N.  Russel,  f 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  MAYSVILLE,  KY. 
Rev.  William  Grinsted,  President, 

Vice-Presidents . 

George  Corcorin,  |  Lawrence  Cahill. 

Plato  Stout,  Cor.  Sec.  j  Richai-d  Dement,  Treas, 

Ennis  Duncan,  Recor.  Sec.  j 

AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  RUSSELVILLE,  KENTUCKY. 

Rev  William  Warder,  President. 

Vice-  Presidents. 

Rev.  Peter  Akers,  I  Dr.  George  W.  Call. 

William  I.  Morton,   Cor.  Secretary.   |  Thomas  W-  Nantz,  Rec.  Secretary/- 

Samuel  Wilson,  Treasurer, 

Managers. 

George  D.  Brown,  j  William  Wright, 

Richard  Bibb,  I  John  B.Bibb, 

Hugh  Barclay,  |  Henry  Ashburn, 

D.  S.  Hammond,  j  R.  W.  January, 

Charles  B.  James,  S.  A.  Atchinson, 

Alexander  R.  Macey,  !  Dr.  H.  T.  Loving. 

CHILLICOTHE  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY 

Hon.  Edwai'd  Tiffin,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Gen.  Samuel  Finley,  I  J.  Bailliachc. 

A.  Walke,  I 
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Managers. 


Rev.  James  Qviinn, 

Joseph  Claybaugh, 

William  Graham, 

J.  P.  Bailsman, 

William  M'Farland, 
Joseph  Sill, 

Samuel  WiUiams,  Cor,  Sec. 
William  Steele,  Rec.  Sec. 


Nathaniel  Sawyier, 
James  T.  Worthington, 
William  Creighton,  Jr. 
Robert  Kercheval, 
George  R.  Fitzgerald, 
James  B.  Finley. 
John  M'Coy,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  STARK  COUNTY,  OHIO, 

James  Hazlett,  President. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Jacob  Rei, 


Managers. 


John  Sala, 

William  W.  Laird, 

Rev.  J.  B.  Morrow,  Rec.  Sec. 

John  Saxton,  Cor.  Sec. 


Rev.  N.  Folsom, 


Joseph  Parker, 

Samuel  Coulter. 

James  Gaff,  Jr.  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PIQUA,  MIAMI  COUNTY,  OHIO, 

General  Robert  Young,  President. 


Vice-Presidents. 


James  Defrees, 

J.  Hendershole,  Secretary. 

John  Campbell, 
William  Elliott, 
r.  P.  Tinckum, 
Benjamin  S.  Cox, 
Henry  Kitcher, 
Nathan  Jackson, 


Managers. 


John  Ingram; 

Jacob  Sandis,  Treasurer. 

Joseph  Defrees, 
Robert  Eirhart, 
David  Conklin, 
Moses  G.  Mitchell, 
Thomas  Bellas, 
Martin  Simpson. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY,  STEUBENVILLE,  OHIO. 

Honorable  John  C.  Wright,  President. 


Vice-Presidents. 


David  Hoge, 
John  M.  Goodman, 
Rev.  George  Brown, 
H.  H.  Leverett,  Secretary. 

G.  H.  HaUock, 

Bezl   Wells, 
I).  Staunton, 
B.  Dickson, 
J.  Stokeley, 
15 


Managers, 


Rev.  George  Buchanan, 

J.  Morse, 

C.  C.  Beatty. 

David  Moody,  Treasurer. 

Alexander  M'DoweU, 
James  G.  Herring, 
James  Wilson, 
D.  L.  Collier, 


114 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  PORTAGE  COUNTY,  OHIQ. 

Jonathan  Sloane,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Chav.ncey  Eggleston, 
ElJzur  Wright, 
Owen  Brown, 

Samuel  L.  Whipple, 
Walter  Dickison, 
John  H.  Whittlesey, 
John  P.  Depeyster, 
Frederick  Wadsworth, 
Arthur  Anderson, 
Seth  Day,  Rec.  Secretary. 


Managers. 


Benjamin  Higley, 
Alver  Day. 


Rulzeman  Loomis, 
William  Stoddard, 
Rufus  Pierce, 
William  Coolman,  Jr. 
William  Fi-azer. 

Isaac  Swift,  Treasurer o 


C.  B.  StoiTS,  Cmresponding  Secretary. 


CINCINNATI  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY, 

Joseph  S.  Benham,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 


Bellamy  Storer, 

Samuel  Lewis,  Treasurer. 

M.  Lyons, 
Rev.  D.  Root, 

Dr.  Rooter, 

James  ChaUen, 

James  Mason,  M.  D. 
J.  R.  Sparks,  M.  D. 


Managers. 


J.  T.  Hendson. 

Robert  Smith  Finley,  Sec, 

Samuel  Robinson, 
Moses  Brooks, 
M.  G.  Williams, 
L.  Watson, 
Henry  Miller,  Senr. 
G.  Graham. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  WARREN  COUNTY,  OHIO. 

Thomas  D.  Webb,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Richard  Hayes, 


Ephraim  Brown. 
William  Rayen, 


Managers. 


Elisha  Whittlesey. 


Mr.  Griswold, 
Homer  Hine, 
Lyman  Potter, 
William  Ripley, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Curtis, 
Samuel  M.  Hitchcock,  Secretary. 


Samuel  Swan, 
Marquis  Andrews, 
David  King-, 
James  Tayler, 
Williams  Heaton. 
Zalmon  Fitch,  Treasurer. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  SPRINGFIELD,    OHIO. 

Reverend  Saul  Henkle,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
Reverend  Franklin  Putman,        |  G.  W.  Jewett. 

Pierson  Spining-,  Treasurer.       \  J.  L.  Torbert,  Secretary. 
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Joel  Van  Meter, 
Homy  Oxmby, 
Jacob  T.ing-le, 
Robert  Humphreys, 
WlUiam  Amphlet^ 
Jacob  Morgan, 


Managem's. 


Samuel  M 'Kinney, 
Sampson  Mason, 
Reverend  M.  M.  Henkle, 
Reverend  A.  W.  Poage, 
David  Garrison, 
John  Cook. 


AUXILIARY  SOCIETY  OF  CLEAVELAND,  CUYAHOGA  CO.,  OHIO. 

Samuel  Cowles,  President. 


Vice-Presidents. 


General  Lewis  Dille, 
Thompson  Miles. 


Hon.  Samuel  Williamson, 

Nehemiah  Allen, 

Richard  Lord, 

Samuel  Starkweather,  Secretary.       \     A.  W.  Walworth,   Treasurer. 
PuhliMng  Committee. 
Rev.  S.  C.  Freeman,  I  J.  M.  Sterling'. 
S.  I.  Bradstreet,                  | 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY  OF  BAINB RIDGE,    OHIO. 

Reverend  Darthuk  D.  Hewett,  President. 

Jonathan  Sayre,    Vice-President. 

Dr.  B.  O,  Carpenter,  Secrretary.     \    .     William  Hulan,  Treasurer. 

Corresponding  Committee. 

T.  F.  Armstrong-,  I  James  M'Intosh. 

Absalom  Kent,  | 

Manasers. 


Rev.  James  H.  Dickey, 
Matthew  Gillfellow, 
John  Jones, 


Jared  Taylor, 
Doctor  W   D.  Flnley, 
James  T.  Wells. 


CAMFIELD  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  OHIO, 

Honorable  Elisha  Whittlesey,  President. 
Vice-Presidents . 
B.  L.  Bostweck,  |  Isaac  Barns. 

E.  Wadsworth,  Cor.  Sec.  I  E.  Fitch,  Treasurer. 

W.  H.  Canfich,  Pec.  Sec.  \ 

Managers. 


E .  Newton, 
E.  Warne, 
C.  R.  Fowler, 


C.  Frethay, 

A.  Kent, 

J.  Whetmore. 


FALL  CREEK  AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  HIGHLAND 
COUNTY,  OHIO. 

Moses  H.  Gregg,  President. 
Philip  W.  Spargur,  Vice-President. 
Elisha  Overman,  Treasurer.       |  Moses  Tomlinson,  Secretary. 
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Correspo7iding  Committee. 


Jonah  Tomlinson, 
Absalom  Lumner, 
John  Vanplet, 


Jacob  Carson, 

Richard  Barnet, 

Moses  TomUnson,  Secretary. 


BELBROOK  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  OHIO. 

James  Bain,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 
WiUiam  Edwards,  |  John  Cramer. 

Frank  A.  Cunningham,  Secretary.     |     JohnC.  Murphy,  Treasurer. 
Managers. 

Jeremiah  Gest, 


Dr.  William  Bell, 
David  Buchanan, 
James  Clar.cy, 
Thomas  Neill, 
Simon  Sparks, 
Joseph  Beck, 


Col.  James  Snodgrass, 
James  Steele, 
John  Sayer, 
James  Snodgrass, 
David  Buchanan. 


AUXILIARY  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY,  LANCASTER,  OHI®, 
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PROCEEDINGS 


AMEUICJiX  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY, 


AT  THEIR 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Annual  Meeting  on  Monday  evening, 
the  18th  of  January,  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  The  ample  room,  so  kindly  granted  to  the 
Society,  was,  at  an  early  hour,  filled  to  overflowing,  with  citi- 
zens and  strangers  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union,  and  at 
seven  o'clock  the  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  was  called  to  the  Chair.  An 
appropriate  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  as  Delegates  from  the  Aux- 
iliary Societies  : 

From  the  Society  of  Canfield,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio. 
The  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

From  the  Indiana  State  Society. 
The  Hon.  William  Hendricks. 

From  the  Society  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
The  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen. 
From  the  St.  Clairsville  and  Belmont  Co.  Society,  Ohio. 
The  Hon.  B.  Ruggles. 

From  the  Society  at  Pittsburg,  Perm. 
The  Hon.  William  Marks. 

From  the  Society  of  Hampton  County,  Mass, 
The  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates. 
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I\'om  the  Society  in  Jflbningtorii  Delaumre, 
The  Hon.  Arnold  Naudain. 

From  the  Society  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
The  Hon.  Jacob  Burnet. 

Prom  the  Washington  County  Society,  in  Fenn. 
The  Hon.  W.  M'Creery. 
From  the  Societies  of  Crawford  and  Erie  Counties,  Penn. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Sill. 

Prom  the  State  Society  of  Vermont. 
The  Hon.  Benjamin  Swift. 

From  the  Society  of  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
The  Hon.  William  Irvin. 

FVom  the  State  Society  of  Maryland. 
The  Hon.  B.  C,  Howard, 
J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  in  New  Vo7-k. 
G.  P.  DisoswAY,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  in  Alexandria,  D.  C. 
Rev.  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Hugh  Smith,  Esq. 

From  the  Society  in  Georgetotvn,  I).  C. 
Joel  Cruttenden,  Esq. 
Samuel  McKenney,  Esq. 
Robert  P.  Dunlop,  Esq. 
The   Annual  Report  was  then  read    by  the  Secretary,  Mr 
Gurley. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted  : 

On  motion  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Irvin,  of  Ohio  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  just  read  be  received  and  printed. 

General  Walter  Jones  tlien  rose,  and,  in  a  very  appropriate  and  im- 
pressive speecli,  of  some  minutes,  portrayed  the  high  character  of  the 
venerable  President  of  tlie  Society,  Judge  Washington,  and  eloquently 
expressed  the  grief  which  not  himself  only,  but  the  Society  and  country 
have  deeply  felt,  for  the  loss  of  private  virtue  and  public  worth  which  has 
been  sustained  by  his  death.  He  then  offered  the  following  Resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  entertain  a  deep  sense  of  the  loss 
which  it  has  sustained  by  the  decease  of  its  venerable  President, 
the  Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  and  that  it  will  cherish  an 
affectionate  remembrance  of  his  intellectual  and  moral  worth. 


Mr.  Kby  stated  that  he  had  just  been  requested  to  discharge  a  duty 
which  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  decline. 

It  was  to  propose  a  Resolution,  calling  on  this  meeting  to  do  honour  to 
the  memory  of  one  who  had  given  his  life  to  the  cause  of  African  Coloni- 
zation— who  had  forsaken  friends,  kindred,  and  country,  and  the  fairest 
prospects  of  fame  and  happiness,  to  fulfil  the  dangerous  and  honourable 
duty  to  which  he  had  devoted 'himself,  and  in  which  he  had  fallen  ! 

As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  where  the  zeal  and  talents  of 
Dr.  Richard  Randall,  (the  lamented  individual  to  whom  the  resolution  re- 
ferred) had  been  so  conspicuous,  it  was  grateful  to  his  feelings  to  be  per- 
mitted to  call  for  this  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory.  It  was  still  more 
grateful  to  him,  and  still  more  his  duty,  as  a  native  of  Maryland,  to  offer 
a  resolution  which  endeavoured  to  express  and  to  record  tlie  worth  of  him 
whom  Maryland  had  given  to  the  cause  of  this  Society.  He  was  proud  to 
know  how  early  and  earnest  an  interest  that  State  had  manifested  for  the 
success  of  this  work  of  patriotism  and  benevolence.  The  means  of  making 
the  Society's  first  experiment  on  the  African  coast,  he  well  remembered, 
were  chiefly  furnished,  and  with  a  zeal  and  readiness  that  did  them  honour, 
by  the  liberal  inhabitants  of  her  principal  City — that  City  which  has  so  re- 
cently received  our  thanks  for  another  contribution  to  our  Treasury.  But, 
Maryland  deserves  to  be  remembered,  on  this  occasion,  for  far  richer  gifts 
than  those  ot  treasure — she  has  given  us  her  sons.  Her  small  metropolis, 
small  in  extent  and  population,  but  great  in  the  estimation  and  affections 
of  all  who  have  had  the  happiness  to  know  it — her  small  metropolis  has 
afforded  two  noble  sacrifices  to  this  cause  of  humanity.  Nor  has  Maryland 
ceased  to  be  prodigal  of  such  gifts,  when  such  a  cause  demands  them. — 
Another  of  her  sons  is  now  proceeding  to  the  same  scenes  of  peril,  and  has 
offered  talents,  health,  and  life,  to  the  service  of  that  cause  in  which  his 
brethren  have  honorably  fallen  ! 

If  time  permitted  he  would  be  glad  (he  said)  to  show  why  it  was  that 
Maryland  felt  this  distinguished  interest  in  the  success  of  this  enterprise — 
why  it  was  that  she  should  feel  it.  He  could,  however,  at  present,  only 
hint  at  the  principal  cause  which  had  produced,  and  would  continue  to 
produce,  this  feeling-.  She  was  a  border  State — a  slave  State  binding  on  a 
free  State,  a  situation  which  both  enabled  and  compelled  her  to  compare 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  their  respective  institutions.  She 
was,  moreover,  in  a  situation  which  enabled  her  to  see  that  a  change  of 
system,  greatly  and  evidently  to  her  benefit,  was  within  her  power — that 
there  was  an  evil,  which,  however  irremediable  elsewhere,  could  be  re- 
moved, and  was  in  fact  removing  from  her.  Therefore  she  looked,  and 
well  might  she  look,  to  Colonization  and  to  Colonization  alone.  To  aboli- 
tion she  could  not  look  and  need  not  look.  Whatever  that  scheme  may 
have  done,  heretofore,  in  the  States  now  free.  It  had  done  nothing  and 
could  do  nothing  in  the  slave  States  for  the  cause  of  humanity.     Tliis 
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subject  he  rejoiced  to  know  was  now  better  understood,  and  all  began  to 
see  that  it  was  wiser  and  safer  to  remove,  by  Colonization,  a  great  and 
otherwise  insuperable  impediment  to  emancipation,  than  to  act  upon  the 
subject  of  emancipation  itself.  Maryland,  it  must  be  expected,  will  avail 
herself  of  her  advantages,  will  profit  by  the  lessons  she  is  compelled  to 
learn.  All  that  can  be  required  of  her,  by  others  who  are  differently  situ- 
ated, is  that  she  will  do  this,  (as  she  may  and  will)  with  justice  to  them, 
carefully  avoiding  every  measure  which  may  injure  those,  who,  from  the 
difference  in  their  situation  and  circumstances,  have  different  interests  and 
different  duties,  interfering  in  no  other  way  with  the  institutions  of  others 
than  by  silently  and  safely  teaching  them  what  she  has  silently  and  safely 
learned — that  a  slave  State,  bordering  on  a  free  State,  need  not  long  con- 
tinue such,  cannot  long  continue  such. 

He  would  not,  however,  detain  the  meeting  upon  this  subject,  tie  had 
only  risen  to  ask  the  meeting  to  express  their  I'egret  for  the  loss  of  Dr. 
RAifDAXt,  and  their  affection  and  respect  for  his  memory,  by  passing  the 
resolution  he  now  submitted  : 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  will  cherish  a  sincere  and  affec- 
tionate remembrance  of  Dr.  Richard  Randall,  late  Colonial 
Agent  of  Liberia,  and  that  the  Board  of  Managers  be  authorized 
to  cause  a  monument  to  be  erected  in  the  Colony,  in  commemo- 
ration of  his  talents  and  his  worth. 

Gen.  JoHx  Masoit,  after  some  appropriate  remarks,  enforcing  the  im- 
portance of  exciting  the  free  coloured  population  of  our  country  to  efforts 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  means  of  defraying  the  expense  of  their 
transportation  to  Liberia,  submitted  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, which  were  adopted  : 

Whereas  the  Society,  by  means  of  the  liberal  contributions  of 
its  friends,  has  been  enabled  so  to  plant  and  foster  the  settle- 
ments it  has  made  in  Liberia,  that  they  are  now  in  a  condition 
sufficiently  prosperous  to  ensure  to  the  Free  People  of  Colour, 
in  this  country,  advantages  universally  acknowl edged j  and  it  is 
but  reasonable  that  those  disposed  hereafter  to  join  these  settle- 
ments, and  have  the  means,  should  defray  the  expense  of  their 
own  transportation — 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Managers 
to  devise  such  a  system  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  be  best  cal- 
culated to  increase  the  number  of  settlers  of  the  proper  charac- 
ter, by  applying  the  funds  of  the  Society  to  the  transportation  of 
those  only  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  it,  and  by  inviting  to  emi- 
grate, in  consideration  of  other  facilities,  such  as  may  be  able  to 
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meet  that  expense,  on  condition  that  they  pay  the  cost  of  their 
own  transportation. 

G.  W.  P.  CusTis,  Esq.  of  Arlington,  offered  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  adopted  by  the  State  Coloniza- 
tion Society  of  Kentucky,  of  preparing  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
(to  be  circulated  for  signatures  among  the  citizens,)  soliciting 
aid  to  the  object  of  this  Society,  merits  the  entire  approbation  of 
the  Parent  Institution;  and  that  other  State  Societies,  and  our 
friends  generally,  be  requested  to  imitate  this  example. 

After  reading  his  resolution,  Mr.  C.  addressed  the  Chair  : 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Cusxis,  this  voice  from  the  West,  the  great  and  powerful 
West,  comes  freshly  and  pleasantly  o'er  our  senses.  Like  the  vernal 
breezes,  which  reanimate  all  nature,  these  good  tidings  restore  our  hopes, 
sustain  our  confidence,  and  cheer  us  on  our  long  and  arduous  way.  Let 
the  Atlantic  region  respond,  and  let  its  voice  be  heard  even  to  those  shades 
where  a  retired  statesman,  giving  the  ardent  energies  of  his  talents,  and 
the  weight  of  his  influence,  in  labours  for  our  weal,  promotes  and  prospers 
the  objects  of  this  laudable  Institution.  Sir,  this  distinguished  individual, 
though  in  retirement,  should  not  be  forgotten.  He  has  been  a  good  soldier 
in  our  cause,  has  grown  grey  in  our  ranks,  and  for  his  early,  long,  and 
generous  services,  deserves  to  be  held  in  sincere  and  honoured  recollection! 

Sir,  the  fast  spreading  influences  of  this  Institution,  show  that  we  ai-e 
gathering  friends  to  its  cause,  and  golden  opinions  which  reach  us  from 
many  quarters.  They  show,  too,  Sir,  the  march,  the  all-powerful  march  of 
the  human  mind— the  force  of  opinion.  Will  you  stay  that  mighty  force  ? 
As  well.  Sir,  might  you,  with  the  tiny  hand  of  infancy,  expect  to  bend 
the  bow  of  Ulysses  !  When  this  subtle  power  first  invades  us,  it  is  by 
stealth,  without  exciting  our  fear  or  wonder;  but  soon,  like  that  tropic 
gale,  which,  first  appearing  but  as  a  spozk  in  the  horizon,  speedily  be- 
comes a  whole  Heaven  of  clouds — it  bursts,  with  overwhelming  and  re- 
sistless fury,  bearing  along  with  it,  in  wide  and  devastating  course,  all  that 
may  be  within  the  scope  of  its  influence  ! 

'Tis  strange,  "nay  passing  strange,"  Sir,  that,  while  in  our  honest  en- 
deavours for  the  success  of  our  good  cause,  we  have  steadily  pursued  our 
onward  way,  trusting  for  our  guerdon  to  the  approbation  of  the  liberal  and 
humane,  we  have  been  most  ungenerously  assailed,  and  phials  of  wrath 
poured,  and  in  "no  stinted  stream,"  upon  our  devoted  heads,  by  those  verita- 
ble Southrons,  who,  above  all  other  persons,  this  Institution  can,  and  will, 
most  essentially  serve.  They  tell  us,  that  when  our  journal  reaches  their 
dweUings,  the  affrighted  mother  clasps  yet  more  closely  the  babe  to  her 
breast,  scared  at  the  daggers  which  gleam  in  every  line  of  our  {)roceedings! 
Sir,    'tis  the  air  drawn  dagger  of  Macbeth  which  they  behold,  and  like 
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which,  when  they  attempt  to  "clutch  it,"  it  will  fade  from  their  grasp; 
and,  while,  with  the  chieftain  of  Dunsinane,  they  may  bid  an  "unreal 
mockery  hence,"  let  them  reflect  upon  the  real  dagger,  wliich  has  been 
rankling  in  their  bosoms  for  an  hundred  years,  and  still  rankles  there.  And 
is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead'  Yes  !  Here,  Sir — here,  in  the  wholesome  in- 
fluences of  this  noble  charity,  is  there  alone  to  be  found  that  soothing 
balm,  and  effective  antidote,  which  can  heal  so  deep  and  dangerous  a 
wound.  I  may  be  allowed  to  speak  somewhat  feelingly  on  this  theme, 
having  the  honour  to  be  affectionately  remembered,  in  divers  of  the  wri- 
tings of  my  brother  Southrons,  on  such  matters. 

How  remarkable  are  the  strong  currents  of  prejudice,  which  set  so  many 
and  counter  ways.  It  was  but  yesterday  this  Institution  was  accused  of  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  of  slave  property— to-day  we  find  that  very  property 
(not  of  our  seeking)  Interfering  with  us;  and  we,  who  were  to  have  been  the 
purloiners  of  these  human  artlclepg  have  them  now  offered  to  our  accep- 
tance, "without  money  and  without  price;"  and,  the  rare  spectacle  is 
afforded,  in  this  our  very  morning  of  life,  of  numbers  of  slaves  waiting  on 
our  ways,  their  bonds  ready  to  be,  by  their  masters,  knocked  off,  and 
they,  free  as  air,  to  crowd  the  decks  of  the  few  barks  our  limited 
means  enable  us  to  freight  for  Liberia,  Sir,  be  the  spirit  of  prophecy  my 
fame  !  Did  I  not  foretel,  in  this  very  palace,  in  by -gone  years,  that  Eman- 
cipation would  follow  in  the  train  of  Colonization  ?  Behold  I  already  they 
are  beginning  to  go  hand  in  hand.  'Tis  the  only  possible  mode  of  Emanci- 
pation, at  once  safe  and  rational,  that  human  ingenuity  can  devise.  Coloni- 
zation, to  be  correct,  must  be  beyond  seas — Emancipation,  with  the  liber- 
ated to  remain  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  but  an  act  of  dreamy  mad- 
ness ! 

There  are  those.  Sir,  who  ask — and  could  not  a  quarter  century 
cease  and  determine  the  two  great  evils  ?  These  are  young  minds  who 
behold  every  thing  through  the  false  and  flattering  medium  of  youth, 
when  hope  is  buoyant,  and  when  we  are  ardent  in  our  expectations  of 
pleasure  or  good.  You  and  I,  my  dear  Sir,  on  whom  the  frost  of  time 
has  fallen  rather  perceptibly,  would  say  a  century.  And  now,  let  me 
ask,  could  ever  a  century,  in  the  whole  course  of  human  affairs,  be  better 
employed  ?  When  the  faithful  historian  shall  record  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress, the  decline  and  fall  of  this  great  Empire,  my  life  on  it,  the  cen- 
tury which  embraces  In  its  annals  the  annihilation  of  slavery  will  be  the 
.most  among,  I  trust,  the  many,  brilliant  epochs,  in  the  history  of  our 
joountry  ! 

Will  you  permit  me,  for  a  bi-Ief  space,  to  Introduce  you,  Sir,  to  the 
realms  of  Fancy.  Suppose  the  Genius  of  Emigration,  bringing  with 
him  the  Learning,  the  Arts,  and  the  History  of  the  Old  World,  appears 
in  his  car  to  liover  over  this  hemisphere,  undetermined  where  to  alight 
s.!id  iix  his  abode.     Suppose  he  should  descend  in  the  South,  on  the  soil 
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of  the  ancient  and  honoured  mother  of  the  commonwealths,  and  behold 
the  g-loom  and  silence  which  there  reig'n  around.  The  mansions  which 
once  held  the  magnates  of  the  land — who,  if  they  were  the  pomp,  were, 
too,  the  moral  and  intellectual  pride  of  the  Old  Dominion — tottering  with 
decay,  exhibiting  melancholy  mementoes  of  fallen  greatness !  Sir,  he 
would  readily  conceive  with  what  besom  of  destruction  this  once  flourish- 
ing land  had  been  swept.  Quickly  reascending  his  car,  the  Genius 
would  soar  above  the  peaks  of  the  Alleghany,  where  Nature  reigns  in 
all  her  primeval  grandeur,  and  from  thence  behold  the  smiling  regions 
of  the  West!  Alighting  in  midst  of  a  community,  embracing  a  million 
of  freemen,  the  amazed  Genius  would  perceive  the  wonders  which  that 
favoured  region  alone  exhibits,  and  when  told,  the  countries  you  have 
left  were  old  in  civilization  and  the  ai"ts,  while  this  was  yet  a  howling 
wilderness,  the  abode  erf  savage  beasts,  and  "men  more  Savage  still  than 
they,"  the  Genius  would  exclaim,  'tis  the  work  of  giants — man  could 
never  have  produced  such  stupendous  changes.  But,  let  him  remember. 
Sir,  that,  in  a  state  of  freedom,  man  is  possessed  of  a  giafit's  powers. — 
To  conclude. — The  Genius,  content  to  abide  in  the  favoured  West,  dis- 
misses his  car,  and  establishes  his  home  and  household  gods,  exclaiming, 
with  the  venerable  Franklin,  "ubi  libertas,  ibi  PatriaJ" 

While,  Sir,  I  have  thus  "Tendered  unto  Csesar  the  things  which  are 
Caesars,"  in  doing  justice  to  the  better  destinies  of  my  Western  brethren, 
believe  me,  I  am  loyal  to  the  South,  aye  "every  inch"  a  Southron;  in  all 
her  misfortunes,  she  is  my  country  still;  but,  "magna  est  Veritas  et  preva- 
lebit."  We  groan.  Sir,  under  the  evil  entailed  upon  us  by  our  ancient 
rulers.  'Twas  from  England's  seeking  to  cram  the  ravenous  and  insa- 
tiate maw  of  her  commercial  monopol}'',  by  the  trade  in  that  nefarious 
weed  of  luxury  that  our  "woes  unnumbered"  have  sprung.  Would  that 
the  baneful  plant  had  withered,  ere  it  ever  bloomed  in  our  soil;  for,  in 
the  evils  it  has  caused  to  ages  past,  present,  and  to  come,  it  is  second 
only  to  the  "apple  that  damned  mankind." 

Let  us  pause,  Sir,  and  pause  to  mourn  !  Let  us  assume  the  habiliments 
of  sorrow,  while  we  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the  worth  and  memory  of 
of  one,  who,  if  not  entitled  to  rank  with  the  immortal  discoverer  that 
gave  to  Castile  and  Leon  a  new  world,  or  him,  whose  adventurous  an- 
chor, first  clinging  to  our  soil,  found  our  land  so  fair,  he  deemed  it  worthy 
to  be  named  after  his  virgin  queen,  deserves  to  be  ranked  with  the  milder 
but  noit  less  admirable  Peni.',  who  won  countries  from  the  savage,  rather 
by  reason  than  arms,  and  preferred  planting  among  the  heathen  the  stain- 
less banner  of  peace  and  good  will  to  man,  to  the  more  renowned  stan- 
dard of  conquest  and  dominion.  But,  although  abounding  "in  the  milk 
of  human  kindness,"  in  practice  and  profession  a  man  of  peace,  Africa 
contained  not  a  bolder  lion,  when  the  energies  of  our  lamented  friend 
were  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  war;  and  he  defended  the  settlements 
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which  he  h&d  formed  in  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  conciliation  toward  tho 
natives,  with  courage  and  conduct  worthy  the  heroism  of  a  Smith  or  a 
Standish. 

Broken  down  by  care,  toils,  and  the  severities  of  climate,   he  reached 
his  native  country  only  to  prepare  his  grave;  and,  in  pious  resignation  to 
the  divine  wiH,  yielded  up  a  life,  the  best  years  of  which  had  been  de- 
Yoted  to  as  noble  a  benefaction  as  ever  adorned  the  annals  of  mankind. 
The  gratitude  of  this  Society  has  decreed,  to  its  valued  and  lamented 
•ervant  the  monumental  marble;  but  his  grave  would  be  honoured, 
"Although  no  sculptured  form  should  deck  the  place. 
Or  marble  monument  those  ashes  grace, 
Still,  for  the  deeds  of  worth,  which  he  has  donej 
Would  flowers  unfading  flourish  o'er  his  tomb." 

Like  the  Indies,  which  claimed  the  remains  of  her  famed  Columbuf, 
Liberia  will  demand  the  ashes  of  her  patriarch,  and  have  them  transfer- 
red to  the  shores  where  his  virtues  and  services  will  live  in  ever  grateful 
and  endearing  remembrance;  and,  in  long  distant  day,  when  a  noble  su- 
perstructure of  civil  and  religious  liberty  shall  have  I'isen  from  the  foun- 
dation his  parental  hand  first  laid,  and  an  infant  Colony  become  a  great 
and  flourishing  Empire — then,  oh  !  then,  Sir,  will  the  future  sons  and 
daughters  of  Liberia,  make  pilgrimage  to  his  tomb,  and  stPew  Africa's 
fairest  flowers  o'er  the  remains  of  her  Ashmun  ! 

I  trust  that  bright  days  are  before  us,  and  many  and  happy  results  will 
crown  the  labours  of  this  noble  charity,  even  up  to  the  time  when  the 
poor  natives  of  Africa  will  no  longer  crouch  in  their  thickets,  fearing  the 
white  man's  approach,  for  the  white  man  will  soon  tread  that  soil,  not  as 
heretofore,  a  human  robber,  but  as  a  human  benefactor.  May  a  kind 
Providence  guide  our  destinies,  and  speed  this  benevolent  Institution, 
which  can  never  cause  to  humanity  a  tear,  and  may  give  joy  and  happi- 
ness to  millions  ! 

J.  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Esq.  addressed  the  Chair,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Pkesidewt  : — I  rise  to  oflTer  a  resolution,  which  present  circumstan- 
ces have  made  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the  present  meeting.  From  th« 
Report,  which  has  just  been  read,  it  appears  that  the  ladies  of  Baltimore, 
animated  by  the  feeling  which  is  now  becoming  universal  throughout  the 
land,  presented,  at  the  close  of  the  last  year,  upwards  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  to  the  Colonization  Society.  This  was  not  the  con- 
tribution of  a  few  wealthy  individuals,  it  was  the  aggregate  amount  pro- 
duced by  the  personal  industry  of  very  many  of  our  fair  country-women, 
who  gave  their  time,  their  talents,  their  ingenuity,  and,  above  all,  woman's 
active,  enthusiastic  and  untiring  zeal,  to  aid  the  cause  of  African  Eman- 
cipation, It  was  not  the  first  time  that  the  ladies  of  Baltimore  had  lent 
their  assistance  to  objects  of  a  liberal  and  extended  charity.  Their  ex- 
ertions, in  common  wJlh  others  of  their  country-women,  in  behalf  of  suffer- 
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ing-  Greece,  and  the  benefit  which  Greece  deri%'ed  from  those  exertions, 
are  too  recent  not  to  be  remembered.     Not  circumscribed  in  its  operation 
by  the   limits  of  their  native  land,  their  active  benevolence  extends  itself 
to  any  of  the  human  race  whose  wants  may  be  relieved  by  its  exercise. — 
The  same  hands  which  had,  once  before,  joined  to  send  succor  to  captive 
Greece,  resumed  again  their  disinterested  labours  in  the  cause  of  benighted 
Africa.     Greece  called  to  them  from  her  distant  isles,  and  her  cries  of  an- 
guish came  so  faintly  that,  except  in  woman's  heart,  they  might  have  failed 
to  find  a  responsive  echo.     But,   Africa  spoke    to   them  from  their  very 
hearth  stone.s — the  evils,  which  required  alleviation,  were  on   every  side. 
The  Greek  might  have  fought  his  way  to  freedom— the  American  African 
was  hopeless  of  assistance,   unless  from  the  fi-ee  will  of  those  who  held 
him  in  bondage;   and,   coming  forth  again  from  that  retirement  which  is 
their  peculiar  and  appropriate  sphere,  and  which  occasions  like  those  in 
question  can  alone  justify  their  leaving,  the  ladies  of  Baltimore  listened  to 
•the  prayers  of  Africa,  as  they  had  before  done  to  those  of  Greece,  and  re- 
doubled  their  efforts   in    behalf  of  the  more  immediate  objects  of  their 
bounty.     Nor  was  the  pecuniary  contribution,  which  I  have  mentioned, 
the  only  result  of  their  labours.     At  the  fair,  which  was  held,  to  dispose  of 
the  numerous  products  of  their  industry,  the  greatest  enthusiasm  prevailed. 
The   contagion  of  benevolent  feelings   and   sympathies  spread  from  the 
fair  vendors  to  crowds  of  purchasers,  and  hundreds  became,  for  the  first 
time,  interested  in  the  success  of  a  Society  of  which  they  had  before  known 
nothing  but  the  name,  or  which  they  had  considered  as  chimerical  in  its 
object  and  inefficient  in  its  results.   Advocated  by  the  generous,  the  pious 
and   the  beautiful,  there  are  few  institutions  which  can  fail  to  acquire 
friends;  and  the  Colonization  Society,  within  the  last  year,  has  been  so  ad- 
vocated in  Baltimore.     The  moral  influence  of  female  zeal,  exerted  in  a 
cause  like  this,  can  scarcely,  I  think,  be  too  highly  appreciated;  and  the 
day,  now  distant,  may  yet  arrive,  when  Africa,  then  regenerated,  recalling 
the  memory  of  those  to  whom  she  was  indebted  for  civilization  and  know- 
ledge, may  rank  among  her  most  efficient  benefactors  the  women  of  Ame- 
rica.    Sensible  of  their  influence,  anxious  to  prolong  it,  and  wishing,    on 
the  present  occasion,  to   express  to  them  the  obligations  of  the  Society 
for  their  past  exertions,  I  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  is  cheered  and  encouraged  by  the 

favour  shown  to  it  by  our  fair  country-women,   and   that  their 

generous  efforts  deserve  the  most  cordial  and  heartfelt  thanks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  then  addressed  the  Chair — 

Mh.  Pkesidbitt  : — I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  general  remarks.     The 

claims  of  the  Colonization  Society  are  increasing  in  interest  and  strength 

at  every  successive  anniversary.     The  more  this  noble  scheme  developes 

itself,  the  more   diversified  become  the  aspects  in  which  it  awakens  ouf 

admiration  and  conciliates  our  esteem. 
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The  flourishing  Colony,  which  has  been  planted  on  the  shores  of  Africa, 
at  its  oi'igin  encountered  not  only  privation,  disease,  and  death,  on  that 
continent,  but  a  singular  weig'ht  of  ridicule  and  opprobrium  at  home.  It 
was  counted  by  many  as  a  brain-sick  chimera  of  the  wildest  fanaticism,  and 
certain  discomfiture  and  defeat  were  predicted,  with  a  confidence  that 
would  have  staggered  minds  less  resolute  of  purpose  than  those  who 
dared  to  spread  out  the  enterprise,  and  fearlessly  maintain  its  practicability 
befoi'e  the  American  people. 

Tlie  storm  is  past,  Sir;  the  trial  has  been  had,  and  the  results  are  as  hon- 
orable to  the  authors  as  they  are  propitious  to  the  interests  of  humanity. 
Scorn  no  longer  points  its  finger,  and  the  language  of  reproach  is  seldom 
heard  more.  So  powerfully  has  this  little  settlement  plead  its  own  cause, 
that  it  has  been  deemed  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  legislative  approbation; 
already  have  eleven  of  our  State  Legislatures  extended  their  decided 
countenance,  and  commended  it  to  the  notice  of  our  National  Councils. 

It  has  achieved  collatei-al  benefits  that  richly  entitle  it  to  our  grateful 
consideration.  At  one  period  (and  it  was  the  most  delicate  and  dangerous 
in  its  history)  It  encountered  equal  jealousy  from  the  North  and  the  South. 
The  one  arraigned  it  as  a  covert  scheme,  to  rivet  more  effectually  the 
chains  of  slavery,  aud  the  other  denounced  it  as  a  disguised  attempt  to  en- 
croach upon  the  rights  of  property,  and  aggravate  the  dangers  of  an  exist- 
ing evil,  b)'  unseasonable  and  imprudent  interference. 

Thus  assailed,  thi-s  Society,  while  it  meekly  bore  the  common  reproaches 
of  both,  unrolled  its  purposes,  and  so  successfully  urged  the  purity  of  its 
motives  and  the  fairness  of  it.5  views,  that  these  prejudices  have  subsided. 
But  the  Northern  States  were  led  by  tjie  discussion,  with  more  temper- 
ate feeling,  to  revert  to  the  history  of  their  own  relations  to  the  subject  of 
slavery;  and,  as  they  turned  over  the  pages,  we  found,  Sir,  that,  tremen- 
dous as  were  the  evils  of  slavery,  we  had  no  plea  to  make  but  guilty. — 
We  could  exhibit  no  charge  against  a  sister  State  that  did  not  implicate 
ourselves.  If  any  difference  existed,  it  was  in  extent  merely,  and  that  was 
the  result  not  of  principle  but  occasion.  And  no  cause  for  superior  compla- 
cency was  to  be  found  in  our  earlier  systems  of  emancipation.  Thisgreat  revo- 
lution, in  a  whole  nation  of  separate  and  distinc.t  men,  could  be  accomplish- 
ed with  perfect  safety,  and  comparatively  trifling  sacrifices  of  property. 
Yes,  Sir,  I  ascribe  it  chiefly  to  the  kindly  influence  of  this  Society  that 
the  indiscriminate  clamours,  once  so  liberally  dealt  out,  have  all  died 
away.  I  hail  the  return  of  better  feelings,  of  juster  views.  We,  now. 
Sir,  regard  the  mischief  as  of  common  and  universal  concern.  The  lan- 
guage of  harsii  and  unjust  crimination  and  reproach,  is  succeeded  by  that 
of  sympathy  and  kindness. 

There  is  a  moral  sublimity  and  beauty  in  this  enterprise  that  deserves 
the  favourable  consideration  of  every  patriot  and  statesman.  It  is  not  only 
a  'fountain  of  light,  that  will  shed  its  healthful  beams  over  the  degraded 
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African  tribes,  but  it  will  reflect  a  moral  influence  upon  ourselves,  propi. 
tious  to  the  best  hopes  of  freedom.  It  is  a  living  monument  of  philan- 
thropy that  we  have  elevated  to  the  vision  of  an  admiring-  world,  that  will 
most  happily  nourish  the  principles  and  cherish  the  spirit  of  enlightened 
liberty  !  *■] 

Wherefore  is  it,  that,  by  so  many  means,  we  carefully  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  our  revolution — that,  by  monumental  and  historical  records, 
we  anxiously  endeavour  to  keep  alive  the  recollection  of  all  that  eventful 
story?  Wherefore  is  it,  that  among  all  enlightened  nations,  where  free- 
dom has  ever  found  an  abode,  we  perceive  the  like  concern?  Plainly, 
Sir,  because  the  gfeat  mass  of  the  people  have  not  the  time  to  cultivate, 
as  matters  of  morals  and  science,  those  principles,  but  need  some  palpable 
and  striking  manifestations  to  arrest  their  attention.  They  have  minds  to 
apprehend  and  hearts  to  appreciate  their  value,  when,  by  some  prominent 
and  tangible  object,  you  exhibit  their  nature  and  operation.  And  where.  Sir, 
permit  me  to  inquire,  where,  in  all  the  earth,  can  there  be  found  a  nobler, 
grander  spectacle,  than  that  of  a  great  and  free  people,  planting  on  the 
shores  of  a  distant  continent,  the  germs  of  a  future  Empire  of  redeemed, 
liberated  captives,  and  directing  its  counsels  and  cares  to  establish  a  go- 
vernment upon  kindred  principles  with  our  own?  But,  this  is  not  its  only 
feature  to  admire.  It  is  to  illustrate  and  perpetuate  the  reputation  of  our 
justice,  also.  We  have  committed  a  mighty  trespass.  Africa  has  a  heavy, 
claim  against  us — it  is  a  long  and  bloody  catalogue 'of  outrage  and  oppres- 
sion— the  report  of  our  National  crime  has  gone  up  to  Heaven.  It  rose. 
Sir,  upon  the  groans  and  tears  of  her  kidnapped  men — the  infernal  horrors 
of  the  slave  ship  have,  in  ten  thousand  instances,  wrung  from  distracted 
bosoms  the  cry  for  vengeance,  and  there  is  a  just,  God  to  hear  and  regard 
it  !  On  the  front  of  this  blessed  scheme  of  humanity  is  inscribed,  in  better 
than  golden  characters — Recompense  to  the  injured  !  And  where  is  the 
American  heart  that  does  not  rejoice  to  render  it  ?  Granted,  that  it  has 
a  feeble  commencement.  In  the  impartial  administration  of  the  Infinite 
Judge,  the  desire  to  do  justly  is  approved,  and  the  practice  of  this  virtue, 
commensurate  with  ability,  is  alone  expected. 

But,  in  truth,  the  progress  of  the  Colony  takes  away  the  reproach  of 
feebleness.  It  numbers  now  about  fiAeen  hundred  souls.  True,  in- 
credulity inquires,  with  seeming  triumph,  what  impression  can  such 
meagre  materials  produce  upon  an  evil  of  such  great  and'  increasing  mag- 
nitude ?  Nothing  but  the  wildest  extravagance,  argues  the  adversaries, 
can  entertain  the  hope  of  any  beneficial  results.  To  meet  the  exigency 
you  need  a  giant's  strength,  and  you  vainly  employ  an  infant  in  its  cradle. 

All  history  repels  the  charge,  and  gives  to  your  hopes.  Sir,  the  stability 
of  soberness  and  truth.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  less  than  ten  years 
efforts  of  private  charity,  and  that  ver\^  scanty,  have  located,  under  a  hap- 
py constitution,  and  in  the  most  flourishing  temporal  circumstances,  fifteen 
hundred  freemen  ! 
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Recur  to  the  annals  of  any  colony  that  first  broke  ground  in  this  Wes- 
tern World,  and  their  contrast  with  this  will  astonish  us — fifteen  hundred 
rescued  captives,  on  the  heights  of  Liberia,  looking-  out  upon  the  broad 
face  of  day,  with  the  animated  elevation  of  conscious  freemen;  and  yet, 
many  among  us  are  slow  to  believe,  when  it  was  only  about  one  hundred 
of  devoted  spirits  that  first  kindled  the  flame  of  liberty  on  the  Plymouth 
rock.  Yes,  Sir,  only  the  fifteenth  part  braved  the  wild  waste  of  waters, 
and  a  whole  hemisphere  of  savage  foes  to  oppose  them — sickness,  deser 
tion,  and  death  to  dismay  them — yet,  Sir,  they  cast  their  fortunes  heje — 
they  struck  up  the  lights  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  that  penetrated 
these  western  forests — that  have  been  enlarging  and  expanding  until  these 
whole  Heavens  are  illumined,  and  twelve  millions  of  freemen  live  to  honor 
their  unshrinking  firmness  and  patriotic  patience. 

Every  comparison,  with  kindred  enterprises,  through  all  past  time, 
leaves  no  cause  for  despondency.  Let  us  go  forward,  Sir:  it  is  a  nation's 
interest.  It  deserves,  and  I  hope  will  soon  receive,  a  nation's  patronage. 
And,  in  particular  reference  to  the  resolution  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit,  while  the  reverend  Clergy  of  our  country  deserve  our  best  thanks, 
we  may  confidently  look  to  them.  Sir,  for  prayerful  co-operation,  as  the 
ministers  of  that  blessed  gospel,  that  proclaims  "liberty  to  the  captives 
and  the  opening  of  the  prison  doors  to  them  that  are  bound. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  such 
Clergymen  as  have,  during  the  year  past,  invited  the  attention 
of  their  congregations  to  the  objects  of  this  Institution,  and 
taken  up  collections  in  its  behalf,  and  that  they  be  respectfully 
and  earnestly  requested  to  continue  to  it  the  encouragement  of 
their  efforts.  ^ 

On  motion  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  observed,  with  great  pleasure, 
the  recent  establishment  of  State  Societies  in  New  York  and 
Indiana,  and  that  they  earnestly  recommend  it  to  their  friends 
in  those  States,  where  such  Societies  do  not  already  exist,  to 
adopt  measures  for  their  organization  without  delay. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Dukbik  then  rose,  and,  in  a  brief  but  eloquent  speech, 
expressed  the  pleasure  which  he  felt  at  the  progress  already  made  by  the 
Society,  and  his  unwavering  belief  that  the  appreliensions,  interests,  and 
religion  of  the  Southern  States,  would  contribute  their  united  influence 
to  promote  the  success  and  triumph  of  this  Institution.  He  adverted, 
feelingly,  to  the  condition  of  Africa,  and  to  the  light  and  moral  beauty 
which  it  might  be  expected  the  scheme  of  Colonization  would  spread 
over  the  dark  and  melancholy  features  of  that  continent.  He  then  moved 
the  following  resolution,  which  was^adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  efforts  of  the  several  Auxiliary  Societies, 
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during  the  past  year,  merit  the  warmest  thanks  of  this  Institu- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  G.  P.    Disoswat,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Institution  be  offered  to 
those  individuals  who  have  subscribed  on  the  plan  of  Gerrit 
Smith,  Esq.  to  raise  8100,000  for  this  Society,  and  that  to  thia 
plan  the  attention  of  the  liberal  and  wealthy  be  earnestly  so- 
licited. 

On  motion  by  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  Chase, 

Resolved^  That  the  warmest  thanks  of  this  Society  be  present- 
ed to  R.  Smith,  Esq.  the  Treasurer,  for  the  continuance  of  his 
able  and  important  services. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  for  their  dis- 
tinguished liberality  and  efforts  in  providing  the  means  required 
to  fit  out  an  expedition  with  emigrants  to  Liberia. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  was  then  chosen 
President  of  the  Society,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
added  to  the  list  of  Vice-Presidents  : 

Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith,  of  Connecticut* 

♦Thomas  S.  Grimke,  Esq.  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey. 

The  other  officers  remain  the  same  as  during  the  last  year. 

On  motion  by  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the 
Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer,  for  the  dignity  and  ability  with  which  he 
has  presided  during  this  evening. 

•  This  gentleman,  though  a  decided  friend  to  the  Society,  has  declined 
the  ofhce  of  Vice-President. 


OFFICJERS. 


Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrolton,  President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia. 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky. 
"^  Col.  Henry  Rutgers,  of  New  York. 
Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland. 
Robert  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia. 
Gen.  John  Mason,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  of  New  Jersey. 
Isaac  McKim,  Esq.  of  Maryland. 
Gen.  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 
Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Pennsylvania. 
William  H.  Fitzhugh,  Esq.  of  Virginia. 
Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Boston. 
Hon.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Virginia. 
Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Yale  College. 
General  Lafayette,  of  France. 
Hon.  John  .Marshall,  of  Virginia. 
Hon.  Richard  Rush,  of  Washington  City. 
Bishop  McKendree. 
Philip.  E.  Thomas,  Esq.  of  Maryland. 
Doctor  Thomas  C.  James,  of  Philadelphia. 
Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 
Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghu-ysen,  of  New  Jersey. 

Managers. 
Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Col.  Henry  Ashton, 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson, 

Rev.  James  Laurie,  D.  D.     Rev.  John  N.  Campbell, 
Rev.  S.  B.  Balch,  D.  D.        W.  W.  Seatqn,  Esq. 
Rev.  0.  B.  Brown,  Saml.  H.  Smith,  Esq. 

Rev.  William  Hawley,       **Rev.  Wm.  Ryland. 

Rev.  R.  R.  GuRLEY,  Secretary. 
.  Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer. 

John  Underwood,  Esq.  Recorder. 


REPORT 


In  the  mysterious  wisdom  of  Providence,  the  Managers 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society  are  again  compelled, 
at  the  commencement  of  their  Annual  Report,  to  announce 
the  decease  of  individuals  eminently  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  this  Institution,  the  loss  of  whose  influence  and  exer- 
tions not  this  Society  only,  but  Africa,  will  long  deplore. 

The  venerable  President  of  this  Society,  the  Hon.  Bush- 
KOD  Washington,  expired,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  §6th 
of  November.  Called,  unanimously,  at  the  origin  of  this 
Institution,  to  preside  over  its  concerns,  he  gave  to  it  not 
merely  the  influence  of  his  opinion,  and  the  weight  of  his 
name,  but,  repeatedly,  by  liberal  pecuniary  contributions, 
evinced  his  intense  interest  in  the  object  which  it  was  esta- 
blished to  promote.  Nor,  as  a  profound  and  sagacious  states- 
man only  did  he  contemplate  this  object,  but  with  the  en- 
larged views  of  a  philanthropist,  and  the  expanded  bene- 
volence and  pious  confidence  of  a  christian.  In  an  ad- 
dress, delivered  at  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society^ 
he  remarks,  < 'amongst  all  the  magnificent  plans,  carrying 
on  for  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  mankind,  in  many 
parts  of  the  world,  there  is,  perhaps,  none  upon  which  we 
may  more  confidently  implore  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  than 
that  in  which  we  are  now  associated.  Whether  we  consi- 
der the  grandeur  of  the  object,  or  the  wide  sphere  of  phil- 
anthropy which  it  embraces;  or,  whether  we  view  the  pre- 
sent state  of  its  progress,  under  the  auspices  of  this  So- 
ciety, and  under  the  obstacles  which  might  have  been  cx- 
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pected  from  the  cupidity  of  many,  we  may  discoyer,  in 
each,  a  certain  pledge,  that  the  same  benignant  hand  which 
has  made  these  preparatory  arrangements,  will  crown  our 
efforts  with  success."  Too  familiar  with  the  history  of 
great  achievements  to  expect  their  accomplishment  without 
the  occasional  experience  of  calamity,  those  trying  events, 
which  might  have  broken  the  resolution  of  a  weaker  mind, 
proved  to  his  but  the  exciting  causes  of  more  determined 
and  energetic  effort. 

The  Managers  feel  it  impossible  to  present  to  this  meet- 
ing even  an  outline  of  the  character  of  this  eminent  man. 
Occupying,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  a  seat  in  the  high- 
est Judicial  Tribunal  of  our  country;  exhibiting,  on  all  oc- 
casions, the  attributes  of  a  sound,  comprehensive^  and 
learned  mind;  fulfilling  his  arduous  duties  with  rigid 
integrity  and  cloudless  honour;  no  words  of  ours  can 
increase  the  public  regret  for  his  lossj  or  add  to  the  bright- 
ness of  his  fame. 

The  Society  has  also  been  called,  during  the  year,  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents,  Doctor  Rich- 
ard FiEXD,  of  Virginia,  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  be- 
nevolence, and  who  had  shown  himself  deeply  and  strongly- 
interested  in  the  scheme  of  African  Colonization. 

At  the  last  Anniversary  of  the  Society,  it  was  the  pain- 
ful duty  of  this  Board  to  offer  their  tribute  of  sorrow  and 
affection  to  the  memory  of  Ashmxj]?^  !  Hardly  had  time 
begun  to  allay  the  grief  occasioned  by  his  death,  when  the 
decease  of  his  successor  opens  anew  the  wounds  of  afflic- 
tion, and  demolishes  again  the  fair  fabric  of  our  hopes ! 
Tfie  late  Colonial  Agent,  Doctor  Richard  Randall,  died 
in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  on  the  19tli  of  April.  Having 
become  deeply  interested  in  the  success  of  this  Society;  and, 
m  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  (to  the  proceed- 
ings of  wliich  he  brought  the  resources  of  a  discriminating 
and  vigorous  mind)  familiar  with  its  plans  and  operations; 
attd,  having  admired,  even  to  entliusiasm,  tlie  virtjies  and 


deeds  of  his  predecessor;  when  Ashmun  fell,  Dr.  Randall  un- 
hesitatingly offered  himself  to  occupy  his  arduous  but  hon- 
ourable station.'  He  left  this  country  in  November,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  duties,  as  Colonial  Agent,  on  the  22d  of  the 
next  month.  The  hope  had  been  cherished,  that  his  medical 
knowledge  would  have  imposed,  at  least,  a  temporary  re- 
straint upon  the  activity  and  energy  of  his  mind,  and  that 
no  motives  would  have  induced  him  to  neglect  the  precau- 
tions indispensable  for  safety  amid  the  untried  influence  of 
the  African  climate.  But,  delay,  in  the  work  before  him,  was 
not  to  be  endured  by  his  high  and  generous  spirit.  From 
his  first  attack  of  fever  he  had  nearly  recovered,  when  he 
was  again  reduced,  in  consequejice  of  exposure,  for  four 
hours,  on  the  deck  of  a  schooner  belonging  to  the  United 
States  (and  which  had  stranded  on  the  bar' of  the  river) 
while  the  waVes  occasionally  broke  over  him,  and  he  stood* 
unprotected,  under  the  intense  beams  of  an  African  sun. — 
Again  he  became  convalescent,  and  again  is  disease  excited 
by  anxious  and  unremitted  labours.  Once  more  the  unfa- 
vourable symptoms  retire,  and  he  is  revived  by  the  indica- 
tions of  returning  health.  Sickness  appears  among  the 
newly  arrived  emigrants,  by  the  Harriet,  and  all  his 
thoughts  and  energies  are  aroused  for  their  relief.  The 
dictates  of  prudence — the  remonstrances  of  friends — and 
every  consideration  of  personal  safety  are  forgotten  and 
disregarded,  in  his  incessant  and  untiring  efforts  to  alle- 
viate the  afflictions  and  preserve  the  lives  of  others.  An 
inflammation  of  the  brain  is  the  consequence;  and  he  dies,  the 
victim  of  an  enthusiasm,  which  it  is  impossible  not  both  to 
admire  and  regret! 

Thus  fell,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  on  his  chosen  field  of 
action.  Dr.  Richard  Randall,  a  man  eminently  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  this  Society,  and  who,  by  natural  endowments, 
education,  knowledge  of  mankind,  candour  and  philanthro- 
py of  sentiment,  and  remarkable  resolution  and  force  of 
character,  was  admirably  qualified  to  awaksii  the  energies, 


and  administer  the  government,  of  the  Colphy  of  Liberia. 
Though  denied  the  opportunity  of  exhibiting,  in  Africa,  to 
any  great  extent,  the  wisdom  of  his  plans,  and  the  power  of 
his  talents,  he  yet  accomplished  enough  to  show  how  well 
founded  were  the  expectations  entertained  of  his  success. 
Deeply  engraven,  on  many  hearts,  is  the  memory  of  his 
worthy  and,  when  Africa  shall  have  risen  from  her  suffer- 
ings and  degradation,  when  her  sons  shall  exult  in  the 
light  of  freedom  and  of  truth,  his  name  shall  be  honoured 
among  those  of  her  distinguished  benefactors,  and  be  held 
in  affectionate  and  perpetual  remembrance. 

Nor  here,  without  manifest  impropriety,  could  the  Mana- 
gers pass,  unnoticed,  the  sudden  and  melancholy  decease  of 
the  Rev.  Lott  Cart,  Yice-Agent  of  the  Colony,  a  man 
who,  in  defiance  of  cii^cumstances  the  most  unfavourable  to 
improvement,  rose  to  an  elevation  of  usefulness  and  honour 
which  could  be  claimed  by  very  f«w  individuals  of  a  more 
favoured  race.  Mr.  Cary  was  born  a  slave,  near  Richmond, 
Virginia;  and,  in  early  life,  his  mind  was  not  only  darken- 
ed by  ignorance  but  degraded  by  vice.  Religion  changed 
his  character  and  his  destiny.  With  hardly  any  aid 
from  others,  he  taught  himself  to  read  and  write;  and, 
by  singular  fidelity  and  ability,  while  employed  at  the  to- 
bacco warehouse,  in  Richmond,  he  was  enabled  to  ransom 
himself  and  two  children,  by  the  payment  of  $  850.  Hav- 
ing become  a  preacher  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  evinced 
his  desire  to  promote  Christianity  in  Africa,  by  contribu- 
ting, probably,  more  than  any  other  person,  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  African  Missionary  Society  in  Richmond, 
(which,  for  fourteen  years,  has  given,  annually,  to  that 
object,  from  100  to  150  dollars,)  he  embarked  in  the  se- 
cond vessel  which  was  employed  by  this  Society  to  convey 
emigrants  to  the  Colony. 

So  appalling  were  the  circumstances  of  tlie  early  Colo- 
nists immediately  after  landing  at  Cape  Montserado,  that, 
but  for  thjp  resolution  and  energy  of  Mr.  Cary,  most,  if  not 


all,  would  have  returned  to  Sierra  Leone.  With  dauntless 
courage,  during  the  war  with  the  natives,  in  1822,  he  main- 
tained his  post;  and,  suhseciuently,  amid  all  the  trials  of 
the  early  emigrants,  he  evinced  a  readiness  to  devote  his 
time,  his  talents,  and  his  property,  to  the  promotion  of  the 
public  good.  His  services,  in  behalf  of  the  sick  in  the  Co- 
lony, were  invaluable;  and,  for  a  long  time,  were  rendered 
without  hope  of  reward.  In  September,- 1826,  Mr.  Gary 
was  elected  Vice-Agent  of  the  Colony;  and,  in  March, 
1828,  the  administration  of  affairs  was  entrusted  to  his 
hands,  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  in  full  confidence  that  his  best 
efforts  would  be  invariably  and  anxiously  directed  to  pre- 
serve order,  excite  industry,  and  advance  the  general  hap- 
piness. His  conduct,  while  for  six  months,  he  stood  at  the 
head  of  the  Colony,  showed  him  worthy  of  this  confidence, 
and  proved  both  the  strength  of  his  judgment  and  the 
moral  worth,  of  his  character. 

The  features  of  Mr.  Cary  were  altogether  African.  He 
was  diffident,  and  showed  no  disposition  to  push  himself  in- 
to notice.  His  words  were  few,  simple,  direct,  and  appropri- 
ate. His  conversation  indicated  rapidity  and  clearness  of 
thought,  and  an  ability  to  comprehend  the  great  and  vari- 
ously-related principles  of  Religion  a:nd  Government.  While 
the  African  race  is  regarded  by  some  as  destitute  of  those 
qualities,  and  incapable  of  those  actions,  which  adorn  and 
dignify  humanity,  we  rejoice  that  it  has  pleased  Providence, 
by  another  bright  example,  to  vindicate  their  claims  to  all 
the  privileges  and  honours  of  our  nature. 

The  Managers  cannot  close  this  melancholy  statement 
without  recording,  with  painful  regret,  the  death  of  Ab- 
DTJHi.  Rahhahmax,  the  unfortunate  Moorish  Prince.  For 
some  account  of  this  remarkable  individual,  the  Managers 
refer  to  their  last  Report.  From  the  relation  which  he  sus- 
tained to  a  powerful  cliief,  in  the  interior,  and  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Arabic  language,  great  hopes  were  enter- 
tained that  he  would  extend  the  knowledge  and  promote 


the  commercial  interests  of  the  Colony.  But,  it  has  pleas- 
ed God,  to  teach  us  not  to  trust  for  success,  in  the  instru- 
ments of  our  selection,  but,  in  his  own  unerring  wisdom 
and  omnipotent  power.  It  is  enough  that  we  have  his  ap- 
probation, in  our  work;  that,  what  he  approves,  he  has  pro- 
mised to  bless;  and,  that  the  laws  of  nature  are  less  stable 
than  his  Truth. 

The  late  Colonial  Agent,  Dr.  Randall,  left  the  United 
States  in  November,  1828,  and  arrived  at  the  Colony  on 
the  22d  of  the  next  month.  Of  Monrovia,  he  writes;  its 
situation  is  as  delightful  as  can  be  imagined,  and  it  enjoys 
the  most  important  commercial  advantages.  In  the  stores 
of  this  place,  he  remarks,  there  are,  at  this  time,  not  less 
than  the  value  of  70,000  dollars  in  goods  and  African  pro- 
duce; and,  twice  that  amount,  if  we  include  all  the  con- 
vertible property  in  the  settlement. 

The  trade  of  Monrovia  is  already  considerable,  and  daily 
increases,  both  in  its  capital  and  tlie  number  of  vessels 
employed  on  the  coast.  We  have  now,  besides  six  or 
eight  smaller  decked  vessels,  tw^o  larger  schooners,  the  one 
above  thirty,  the  other  above  forty  tons,  employed  in  the 
coasting  trade.  I  presume  the  exports  from  this  place  may 
be  estimated  at  60  or  70,000  dollars.  In  addition  to  this, 
our  Colony  has  afforded  facilities  to  American  merchants, 
trading  on  the  coast,  to  three  times  that  amount. 

With  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Agricultural 
Villages  he  was  highly  gratified;  and  the  description 
which  he  has  given  of  their  well  constructed  liouscs,  flou- 
rishing plantations,  and  prospects,  not  merely  of  secur- 
ing the  means  of  subsistence,  but  of  rising  to  compe- 
tency, and  even  wealth,  entirely  agree  with  the  represen- 
tations which  had  previously  been  made  to  the  Board.  The 
lands,  he  observes,  in  these  settlements,  are  of  the  very  best 
quality,  admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  and 
cotton,  and  equal,  in  every  respect,  to  those  most  valued 
on  the  Southern  rivers  of  the  United  States. 


Very  considerable  improvements  have  been  made,  during 
the  present  year,  in  the  buildings  of  the  Colony,  particu- 
larly at  Monrovia!  new  and  substantial  ones  have  been 
erected;  others  are  commenced,  and  the  Town  on  the  Cape 
now  exhibits  a  beautiful  and  imposing  appearance. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  Report  that  the  ship  Harriet  was 
chartered,  and  nearly  ready  to  sail  with  emigrants  to  the 
Colony.  In  this  vessel  (which  left  Norfolk  on  the  9th  of 
February,  and  arrived  at  the  Colony  on  the  17th  of  March) 
embarked  a  respectable  company  of  160  persons  from 
Virginia,  Maryland,  and  North  Carolina;  between  40  and 
50  of  whom  were  slaves  liberated,  on  the  condition,  and 
for  the  express  purpose,  of  colonization  in  Liberia.  Some 
who  took  passage  in  this  vessel  had  long  been  free  and  ac- 
quired considerable  property;  and.  nearly  all  were  recom- 
mended as  industrious  in  their  habits  and  exemplary  in 
their  conduct.  Unfortunately,  the  instructions  from  the 
Board  to  the  Colonial  x\gent,  which  were  to  have  been 
transmitted  by  the  Harriet,  and  in  which  tlie  importance  of 
removing  the  passengers,  by  this  ship,  without  delay,  to 
Millsburg,  were  left  behind;  and  to  this,  perhaps,  may  the 
unusual  mortality  which  fell  upon  them,  be  in  some  degree 
attributed.  But,  there  were  other  and  more  powerful  causes: 
The  indisposition  which  they  at  first  experienced  was  slight, 
from  which,  having  partially  recovered,  they  regarded  the 
danger  as  past;  and,  by  imprudent  exposures  to  the  wea- 
ther, and  a  free  indulgence  in  tropical  fruits,  excited  far 
more  severe  and  fatal  disease.  Nor,  should  it  be  forgotten, 
that,  at  this  period,  both  the  Colonial  Agent  and  Doctor 
Mechlin,  were  themselves  reduced  hy  fever;  and,  of  course, 
incapable  of  rendering  to  others  the  full  aid  of  medical  ta- 
lent and  attention.  When  we  consider  the  combined  influ- 
ence of  these  causes-^th at  twenty-six  out  of  the  hundred 
and  sixty,  who  sailed  in  the  Harriet,  should,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months,  have  died,  gives  more  reason  for  regret 
than  surprise.     Indeed,  had  these  causes  no  existence,  it 
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would  be  consonant,  neither  \v:jth  reason  nor  experience,  to 
expect  to  effect  the  objects  of  this  Society,  without  the  trial 
of  dark  and  calamitous  events. 

In  regard  to  the  general  health  of  the  Colony,  Doctor 
Randall  observes,  in  a  letter,  dated  the  28th  December, 
1828 — "The  climate,  during  this  month,  is  most  delightful. 
Though  this  is  regarded  as  the  sickly  season,  we  have  but 
little  disease,  and  none  of  an  alarming  character."  In 
February,  Doctr.  Mechlin  whites — "This  month,  although 
called,  by  those  resident  here,  the  sickly  season,  has  not,  to 
judge  from  the  few  cases  of  illness  that  have  come  under  my 
notice,  merited  that  appellation.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  where  the  proportion  of  the 
sick  is  not  fully  as  great  as  here;  nor  are  the  cases  of  a 
refractory  nature,  almost  all  yielding  to  medicine."  In 
April  the  same  gentleman  having  mentioned  the  prevalence 
of  fever  among  the  newly  arrived  emigrants,  adds — "I 
never  saw  any  fever  in  the  United  States  yield  more  rea- 
dily to  medicine  than  the  country  fever,  among  the  emi- 
grants, at  this  season."  In  August  he  writes,  ''that  only 
four  or  jEive  cases  of  sickness  exist,  and  that  at  no  time 
had  health  been  more  generally  enjoyed." 

Attempts  have  been  made,  during  the  year,  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior — ascertain  the  soil,  features,  and  resour- 
ces of  the  country,  and  open  a  friendly  communication  with 
the  more  powerful  and  remote  native  tribes.  As  might  have 
been  expected,  the  enterprising  spirit  of  Doctor  Randall 
prompted  him,  as  soon  after  his  arrival  as  possible,  to  make 
an  excursion  up  the  River  St  Pauls. 

The  clear  waters  of  this  river,  revealing  its  bottom  from 
the  depth  of  thirty  feet — its  high  and  broken  banks,  cover- 
ed with  the  richest  and  most  variegated  verdure — the  na- 
tive villages,  their  thatched  huts  intermingled  With  the 
broad  green  leaf  of  the  plantain — the  recent  foot-prints  of 
the  elephant — the  artificial  prai'ie,  once  the  seat  of  a  pojpulous 
settlement,    now  adorned  only  by  a  few  palm  trees,  lifting 
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thcir^ majestic  trunks  to  the  height  of  nearly  one  hundred 
feet,  excited  his  astonishment  and  admiration.  Several  of 
the  Colonists  have,  for  the  purposes  of  tj'ade,  visited  King 
Boatswain's  Town,  situated,  by  the  present  route,  about  150 
miles,  (which,  it  is  believed,  may  be  rediicedto  120,)  in  the 
interior,  which  is  represented  as  containing  1000  houses, 
well  fortified,  and  capable  of  bringing  8000  armed  men  to 
its  defence.  The  country  beyond  abounds  in  gold,  and  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  one  intervening  between  Boatswain's 
and  Foota  Jaliou  (the  territory  of  the  Foolahs,  ex- 
tremely rich,  and  whence  much  of  the  trade  of  Sierra  Leone 
has  been  derived):  after  passing  the  falls,  near  Millsburg, 
the  St.  Pauls  appears  to  be  unobstructed  and  navigable,  to 
within  twenty-five  miles  of  the  town^  and,  as  Boatswain 
evinces  the  most  friendly  dispositions  towards  the  Colony, 
this  river  may  be  expected,  at  no  remote  day,  to  become 
the  channel  of  a  lucrative  trade.  The  path  to  this  town  lies, 
for  most  of  the  way,  through  immense  forests,  filled  with 
herds  of  elephants,  and  other  animals;  but,  for  twenty 
miles,  4he  country  is  open,  and  well  cultivated,  with  nu- 
merous cattle,  and  some  horses. 

Boatswain  is  thought  worthy  of  confidence;  and  he  has 
solicited,  with  some  anxiety,  the  establishment  of  a  factory 
in  his'  town,  and  offered  to  send  his  people  to  aid  in  tlie 
transportation  thither  of  goods. 

In  their  last  Report,  the  Managers  expressed  their  belief 
that  the  Colony  possessed  ample  means  of  defence.  In  his 
first  communication,  Dr.  Randall  gave  his  opinion,  that 
these  means  were  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  proposed 
to  re-build  the  fortifications,  on  an  improved  plan,  should 
it  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  By  the  latest  ac- 
counts this  work  is  very  far  advanced,  and  its  speedy  com- 
pletion may  be  expected. 

The  factories  established  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  at  varioiis 
points  on  the  coast,  and  which  were  made;,  under  his  ad- 
ministration, to  contribute,  very  essentially,  to  the  support 
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of  the  Colony,  wer«  found,  by  Dr.  Randall,  in  a  languish- 
ing statej  and,  indeed,  so  small  advantage  had,  for  some 
months,  been  derived  from  them,  that  he  was  led  to  ques- 
tion the  expediency  of  their  continuance.  We  are  glad  to 
learn,  however,  that  there  is  now  a  fairer  prospect  of  their 
usefulness.  <<I  find,"  observes  Dr.  Mechlin,  <'that  the 
factory  at  Grand  Bassa,  is  the  means  of  our  exercising  a 
considerable  influence  over  a  large  tract  of  country;  the 
chiefs  have  petitioned  that  it  should  remain,  and  promised, 
in  such  case,  to  pay  their  debts,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  slave  trade,  and  to  permit  no  slaves  to  be  sold  on  their 
territory." 

Previously  to  Dr.  Randall's  arrival  in  the  Colony,  the 
recaptured  Africans  had  been  located,  by  Mr.  Cary,  in  a 
separate  settlement,  at  a  little  distance  in  the  interior  from 
the  Half-way  Farms,  on  Stockton  Creek.  With  the  improve- 
ments which  they  had  made,  in  the  course  of  three  months, 
Dr. Randall  was  delighted;  and  their  comfortable  houses,  en- 
closed lots,  and  luxuriant  crops  of  vegetables,  showed  the 
advantages  of  their  situation  and  the  industry  of  their  ha- 
bits. The  Managers  are  happy  to  state  that  a  company  of 
about  one  hundred  recaptured  Africans,  mostly  able-bodied 
men,  who  had  been  brought  into  Florida,  have,  during  the 
last  summer,  been  sent  out  by  the  United  States*  govern- 
ment to  join  their  brethren  in  the  Colony,  and  strengthen 
the  work  of  their  hands.  Hitherto  this  class  of  the  settlers 
have  contributed  no  small  share  of  service  to  the  Colony; 
and,  we  trust,  the  benefits  which  it  will  confer  upon  them, 
will  prove  an  ample  reward. 

The  system  of  education  in  the  Colony  has  remained,  for 
most  of  the  year,  without  any  special  improvement  Both 
Sabbath  and  day  schools  exist  throughout  the  Colony,  and 
many  native  children  seek  to  enjoy  their  advantages.  No 
want,  however,  more  urgent  has  existed,  in  the  Colony, 
than  that  of  teachers,  well  qualified  by  education  and  habit, 
to  enlighten,  with  various  knowledge,  and  by  a  judicious 
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discipline,  the  excitemont  of  noble  desires,  and  the  inculca- 
tion of  correct  and  honourable  sentiments,  to  form  the  char- 
acter of  the  youthful  mind.  The  Managers  have  observed, 
with  pleasure,  a  resolution  of  the  Synod  of  Virginia  to 
establish  a  high  school  in  Liberia;  and,  they  are  happy  to 
learn,  that  Joseph  Shipherd,  a  coloured  teacher,  who  for- 
merly conducted,  with  success,  a  school  in  Richmond,  and 
who  took  passage  in  the  Harriet,  is  ready  to  give  his  whole 
time  to  the  business  of  instruction.  The  Board  are  still 
more  gratified  to  state,  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Ruswurm,  a  young 
man  of  colour,  who  received  his  education  at  Bowdoin 
College,  Maine,  left  this  country  for  the  Colony  a  few 
months  ago,  for  the  express  purpose  of  superintending  and 
improving  the  system  of  education.  This  young  man  is 
well  prepared  for  his  work,  not  only  by  his  talents  and  in- 
formation, but  by  a  practical  acqiiaintance  with  the  best 
methods  of  instruction.  % 

t  In  the  month  of  July  the  Managers  received  a  visit  from 
two  natives  of  Africa,  of  the  tribe  called  Krooraen,  six  of 
whom,  while  seeking  employment  on  board  of  a  Mexican 
brig  off  Cape  Montserado,  lost  their  canoe  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
and  were  compelled  to  come  to  the  United  States,  One  of 
them,  Prince  Will,  had  been  long  in  the  service  of  Mr. 
Ashmun — stood  by  him,  during  his  attack  on  Trade  Town, 
and  shown  himself,  at  all  times,  his  faithful  and  devoted 
friend.  These  Kroomen  expressed  a  strong  desire  that 
American  settlements  should  be  established  in  their  coun- 
try, (about  200  miles  to  the  south  of  Monrovia)  and  pro- 
mised to  do  all  in  their  power  to  secure  to  any  settlements 
which  might  be  made  there,  the  favour  of  their  powerful  Tribe. 
When  it  is  recollected  that  the  Kroomen  are  the  labour- 
ers and  watermen  of  the  coast;  that  they  are  shrewd,  indus- 
trious, and  extremely  sensible  to  kindness  or  insult;  that 
their  government  is  well  nigh  patriarchal;  that  slavery 
is  not  tolerated  among  them,  and  that  they  are  to  be 
found  on  every  point  of  the  coast,  firom  the  Senegal  to  the 
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Zaire,  it  is  obvious  that  the  introduction  of  letters  and 
Christianity  into  this  Tribe,  is  an  object  of  vast  import- 
ance. Prince  Will  was  furnished  with  a  letter,  recom- 
mending him  to  the  friendly  attentions  of  American  mer- 
chants on  the  coast,  and  to  the  favour  of  humane  and  hon- 
ourable foreigners. 

At  the  last  Anniversary  of  this  Society,  mention  was 
made  of  the  noble  spirit  of  Missionary  enterprise,  under 
the  influence  of  which  various  religious  denominations  in 
our  country,  as  well  as  Christians  in  Switzerland,  were 
directing  their  thoughts  and  energies  to  the  establishment 
of  our  holy  religion  among  the  tribes  of  Africa.  In  this 
great  and  benevolent  work  the  Basle  Evangelical  Mission- 
ary Society  have  gone  forward  with  apostolic  zeal  and 
energy.  Though  visited  with  severe  afflictions,  the  resolu- 
tion of  this  institution  is  unbroken,  and  its  exertions  unre- 
laxed.  Of  the  five  single  missionaries  sent  by  this  Society 
to  Liberia,  more  than  two  years  ago,  one  (the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wolf,  a  man  of  great  acquirements  and  religious  worth,) 
diedj  another  left  the  mission,  that  he  might  proceed,  on 
his  own  responsibility,  to  establish  a  school  for  one  of  the 
tribes  of  the  interior;  and,  a  third,  being  extremely  ill,  re- 
turned home,  in  company  with  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sessing,  leaving  but  a  single  individual  of  their  number  in 
the  Colony.  But,  the  elevated  purposes  of  the  Directors 
of  this  Institution,  were  not  to  be  abandoned.  Four  other 
missionary  bretliren,  with  Mr.  Sessing  and  wife,  have  re- 
cently visited  our  country,  on  their  way  to  Liberia,-  and 
their  presence  lias  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian 
public;  called  fortii  tlieir  contributions,  and  beautifully  illus- 
trated that  communion  of  sentiment  and  feeling,  w-hich 
unites,  in  tlic  noblest  charity,  all  tlie  friends  of  the  Redeem- 
er and  Saviour  of  the  World  !  Thousands  of  our  coun- 
trymen will  not  cease  to  make  mention  of  tliesc  devoted 
Missionaries,  in  their  prayers;  and  to  trust,  witli  the  venera-" 
ble  Doctor  Blumhardt,  that,  "'lliough,  bearing  about  in  the 


bodj  tlie  dying  of  tlie  Lord,  tlie  life,  also,  of  Jesus  may  be 
made  manifest  in  their  body !" 

It  is  painful  to  state,  that  the  Managers  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  Slave  Trade  is  still  prosecuted,  to  a  great 
extent,  and  with  circumstances  of  undiminislied  atrocity. 
The  fact,  that  much  was  done  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  to  banish  it 
from  the  territory,  under  the  Colonial  jurisdiction,  is  un- 
questionable; but,  it  now  exists,  even  on  this  territory;  and, 
a  little  to  the  north  and  south  of  Liberia,  it  is  seen  in  its 
true  characters — of  fraud,  rapine,  and  blood !  In  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Agent,  the  present  efforts  to  suppress  this  trade 
must  prove  abortive.  A  frigate,  or  two,  sent  out  to  pass  two 
or  three  times  a  year  down  the  coast,  can  effect  little  or  noth- 
ing. Through  the  agency  of  natives,  emjjloyed,  for  the 
purpose,  their  movements  are  perfectly  understood  by  the 
slave-dealers.  "In  my  opinion,"  says  Dr.  Randall,  "the 
effectual  method,  for  breaking  up  this  traffic,  would  be,  to 
send  upon  the  coast,  ten  or  twelve  well  armed,  light,  fast 
sailing  schooners,  which  might  touch  at  those  places  from 
whence  the  slaves  are  taken;  which  should  relieve  each  other, 
and  remain  in  this  service  the  whole  year.  They  should 
be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  sloops  of  war,  with  a  force 
sufficient  to  break  up  the  slave  factories." 

Confident,  the  Managers  are,  that  any  s^iggcstions  which 
may,  in  the  least  degree,  contribute  to  annihilate  an  evil  so 
dark  and  appalling  as  to  shock  the  sensibilities  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  will  be  hailed  with  exultation  by  all  who 
share  in  the  common  sympathies  of  our  race. 

The  vacancy  wMiich  occurred  in  the  Colonial  Agency,  hy 
the  death  of  Dr.  Randall,  has  been  filled  by  the  election  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Mechlin,  a  gentleman  on  whose  judgment  and 
discretion  the  Board  confidently  rely,  for  the  advancement 
oftheb'est  interests  of  the  Colonv.  The  Board  re 2: ret  to 
say  that  his  health  has  been  impaired  by  disease;  but  they 
humbly  trust  that  a  good    Providence    will   restore   his 
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strength,   and  pi-eserve  him  for  eminent  usefulness  in  his 
arduous  hut  honourable  station. 

The  elevation  of  Dr.  Mechlin  to  this  office  must  neces- 
sarily deprive  the  Colony  of  liis  medical  services;  and  Dr. 
G.  W.  Anderson,  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  has  received 
the  appointment  of  Physician  and  Assistant  Agent  of  the 
Colony  of  Liberia.  The  character,  talents,  and  acquire- 
ments of  this  gentleman,  give  assurance  that  the  duties  to 
which  he  is  called  will  be  faithfully  and  ably  fulfilled. 

The  Board  are  compelled  to  state,  that  the  necessity  of 
discharging  debts,  incurred  in  preparing  and  sending  off  the 
expeditions  of  the  two  previous  years,  and  of  meeting  the 
unusually  large  and  altogether  unexpected  demands  from 
the  Colony  during  this,  has  denied  them  the  ability  to  aid 
in  the  removal  of  emigrants  to  an  extent  at  all  commensu- 
rate with  their  wishes  or  their  hopes. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Board  speedily  to  transport  addi- 
tional emigrants,  applications  for  a  passage  having  been 
made  for  about  lOQO  free  persons  of  colour,  and  600 
slaves.  Information  has  also  been  received,  from  a  res- 
pectable source,  that  not  less  than  2000  slaves  would  be 
liberated  in  North  Carolina,  provided  there  were  reason 
to  expect  their  immediate  removal. 

The  expenses  incurred  recently  at  the  Colony,  the  Mana- 
gers have  reason  to  believe,  resulted  from  peculiar  causes, 
which,  it  is  hoped  and  expected,  will  never  again  exist. 

Having  taken  this  brief  review  of  events,  more  closely 
connected  with  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  African 
Colony,  the  Managers  turn,  with  more  animated  feelings, 
to  the  improvement  in  the  steady  and  sure  advances  of  our 
cause,  mentioned  in  the  last  Report,  of  this  Institution. 
The  practical  proofs  (the  best  possible)  of  this  improve- 
ment, have  been  cheering  and  decisive.  The  receipts  into 
the  Treasury,  during  the  summer  and  autumn,  have  ex- 
ceeded those  of  the  same  period,  in  any  former  year;  and, 
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when  we  couslder  the  extraordinary  eflforta  of  Bible  and 
other  kindred  societies,  and  particularly  the  deeply  de- 
pressing embarrassments  which  have  weighed  upon  the  pe- 
cuniary concerns  of  the  country,  this  fact  more  clearly 
indicates  the  progress  of  the  cause  of  this  Institution  in  the 
favourable  opinion  of  the  public.  This  cause  has  advanced 
against  these  obstacles  more  rapidly  than  ever,  and  indeed 
h^s  been  making  the  greatest  progress  in  the  very  direc- 
tion in  which  these  obstacles  were  presented.  We  hail 
this  indication  that  the  day  is  approaching  when  the  voice 
of  encomium  will  be  rendered  nugatory,  by  the  most  de- 
cisive and  efficient  acts  of  support.  The  most  majestic  and 
irresistible  power  often  moves  in  silence. 

Although,  in  the  Southern  States  no  new  and  very  inter- 
esting events  have  occurred,  yet  former  results  have  been 
gaining  strength;  and  in  the  North  much  has  transpired  to 
invigorate  our  hopes.  The  formation  of  new  Societies,  the 
renewed  and  more  energetic  efforts  of  those  already  exist- 
ing, the  diffusion  of  more  accurate  and  more  thorough  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  the  entire  conversion  of  those  only 
partially  enlightened,  and  of  course  undecided,  and  the 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  public  bodies  in  favour  of  our 
cause,  all  these  are  cheering  omens  that  its  triumph  is  sure. 

The  Managers  have  observed,  with  special  pleasure,  an 
increasing  disposition  among  the  Editors  of  public  jour- 
nals to  circulate  information  and  exert  their  influence  in 
favour  of  the  design  of  this  Society.  Their  inattention 
and  silence  respecting  it  the  Board  have  heretofore  had 
much  reason  to  lament,  especially  as  the  means  of  the  So- 
ciety were  inadequate  to  the  extension  of  their  own  publi- 
cations, over  the  vast  field  in  which  it  is  desirable  that  they 
should  operate  in  this  country.  Their  funds  would  have 
been  entirely  exhausted  in  the  endeavour  to  convey  direct 
information  to  the  minds,  and  exert  an  immediate  influence 
on  the  hearts,  of  twelve  millions  of  people.  To  this  work  so 
vast  and  yet  so  essentially  important,  we  hail  with  grate- 
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ful  feeling  the  approach  of  those  who  only  can  effect  its  ac- 
complishment. "NVc  trust  and  believe  that  these  oracles  of 
public  opinion  will  be  sustained  in  this  work  of  patriotism 
and  mercy,  by  the  approbation  and  encouragement  of  an 
intelligent  community. 

The  Clergy,  too,  have  stood  forth  nobly  as  the  friends 
of  this  Society  and  the  public  advocates  of  this  cause,  and 
to  them  we  owe  the  expression  of  our  warmest  gratitude. 
Many  of  them  in  our  cities  have  contributed  their  influ- 
ence and  efforts  in  aid  of  our  enterprise;  and  in  the  country 
they  are  nearly  to  a  man  in  its  favour,  and  disposed  to 
adopt  the  best  concerted  and  efficient  plans  for  the  promo- 
tion of  its  interests.  Their  effectual  efforts  during  the  year 
to  communicate  intelligence  to  their  people,  and  obtain  con- 
tributions for  the  Society,  demand  our  heartfelt  thanks  and 
most  ardent  attachment. 

Ecclesiastical  bodies,  of  various  denominations,  have 
given  to  this  Society  their  decided  approbation;  they  have 
recommended  it  to  the  patronage  of  others,  wdiile  they  have 
resolved  to  lend  it  their  individual  assistance,  and  they  have 
thus  thrown  an  aspect  of  sacredness  around  the  design 
which  it  would  accomplish,  and  consecrated  it  as  the  cause 
of  God  as  well  as  of  humanity.  They  have  asserted  its 
claims  to  be  ranked  with  those  great  moral  engines  which 
are  to  usher  in  the  brightness  of  the  Millenial  Glory. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  State  Societies  have  been  form- 
ed, under  most  favourable  auspicies,  in  Indiana  and  New 
York.*  Other  State  Societies  have  revived,  and  renewed 
their  operations  with  more  earnestness  and  effect.  While 
we  rejoice  in  these  extensive  combinations  of  intelligence 
and  power,  we  cannot  but  express  our  hope  and  desire  for 
their  further  advancement,  as  well  as  for  the  inci*ease  lof 
their  numbers,  by  the  zeal  and  energy  of  friendly  and  in- 
fluentialindividuals.     The  time  is  at  hand,  we  trust,  when 

*  since  this  Report  was  read,  we  learn  that  similar  Societies  have  been 
'established  in  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 
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similar  associations  will  be  organized  in  all  the  remaining 
States  of  the  TJriion. 

The  State  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  with  an  energy  and 
liberality,  worthy  of  the  character  of  its  members,  and 
meriting  our  highest  praise,  has  resolved  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  an  expedition;  and  the  brig  Liberia  has  been  en- 
gaged to  convey  to  Africa  a  select  company  of  emigrants. 
There  is  power  in  such  an  example,  and  should  it  be  gene- 
rally felt,  the  removal  of  a  single  company  of  emigrants 
will  be  the  least  important  result  effected  by  their  charity. 

Nothing,  jjerhaps,  affords  better  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  scheme  of  this  Society  is  destined  to  a  full  and  glorious 
accomplishment,  than  the  interest  and  favour  with  which  it 
is  regarded  by  the  virtuous  and  enlightened  females  of  eve- 
*i*y  religious  denomination  in  our  land.  On  subjects  of  this 
kind  they  seldom  err  in  judgment,  and  their  exertions  are 
not  less  efficient  than  their  opinions  are  correct.  More 
than  2,500  dollars  have  been  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Society,  as  the  proceeds  of  a  Fair,  recently  held  by  the 
ladies  of  Baltimore,  and  which  presented  the  most  attrac- 
tive exhibitions  of  industry,  skill,  and  talent.  In  many 
other  places  is  the  hand  of  beauty  and  refinement  seen 
holding  out  its  generous  offerings  to  a  cause  which  appeals 
irresistibly  to  the  pure  and  lively  sensibilities  of  the  female 
mind. 

On  former  occasions  the  Managers  have  expressed  the 
belief  that  the  establishment  of  an  institution  w-hich  should 
prepare  young  men  of  colour  for  usefulness  in  Africa,  by  a 
suitable  course  of  instruction  in  letters,  agriculture,  and 
the  mechanic  arts,  would  contribute  essentially  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Colony,  and  to  the  introduction  of  knowledge 
and  the  Christian  religion  extensively  into  Africa.  The 
Managers  are  informed  that  a  Society,  for  this  purpose, 
has  just  been  organized  in  this  City,  and  they  would  ear- 
nestly recommend  it  as  well  entitled  to  a  general  and  liber-^ 
al  support. 
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Several  Agents  have  been  employed  during  the  year, 
and  their  exertions  have  not  proved  unsuccessful.  The 
Rev.  H.  B.  Bascon  is  now  devoting  himself,  exclusively, 
to  the  objects  of  the  Society;  and,  fj-om  his  ability  and  zeal, 
important  benefits  may  be  expected. 

The  names  of  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  may  now  be 
added  to  the  list  of  those  States,  which  through  their  Le- 
gislatures, have  expressed  their  belief  in  the  constitutional 
right  of  Congress  to  aid  the  design  of  this  Society,  and 
also  that  measures  for  this  end,  on  the  part  of  the  general 
government,  are  required  by  the  most  weighty  considera- 
tions of  national  policy. 

Sustained,  then,  by  the  united  voice  of  patriotism,  hu- 
manity, and  religion;  by  the  declared  opinions  of  half  the 
States  in  this  Union,  by  a  consciousness  of  the  purity  and 
benevolence  of  their  motives;  and,  above  all,  by  the  appro- 
bation of  Heaven,  the  Managers  feel  urged,  by  considera- 
tions of  infinite  force,  again  to  invite  Congress  to  grant 
the  light  of  its  counsels  and  the  energy  of  its  resources  to 
aid  a  cause  not  more  closely  connected  with  all  the  hopes 
of  Africa,  than  with  the  stability  of  our  institutions  and  the 
honour  of  the  American  name. 
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Offi,u  of  Treasurer  of  the  American  Colonizatipn  Society,  > 
Washington,  18th  January.  1830.  3 

The  Treasurer  submits  the  following  statement  of  the  funds  of  the  So- 
ciety, from  the  20th  January,  1829,  to  18th  January,  1830  : 
The  balance  of  money,  on  hand,  on  the  20th  January,   1829,  including 

seventy -six  dolhirs  counterfeits,  was $  1,484  81 

And  the  collections  and  contributions  since  that  time  amount  to     20,295  61 


21,780  42 
The   payments   during  tlie   year,  were  on  the  following  ac- 
counts, viz: 

For  supplies  for  the  Colon)', '. 9,005  27 

For  transportation  of  emigrants, 5,209  27 

For  salaries  of  Secretary  and  Agents, 2, 147  32 

For  printing, 853  07 

For  support  of  W.  Davis  and  Cecil  Ashmun,  coloured 

youths  from  the  Colony 237  38 

And,  for  contingent  expenses, -,....566  14 

For  tomb  for  J.  Ashmun, 225 

For  portrait  of  Dr.  Randall, 64 

For  interest  on  loans, 241  76 

For  re-payment  of  money  borrowed,  viz: 

To  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley, .  i 800 

To  F.  S.  Key,  Esq 500 

To  the  Bank, 1,300 

2,600 

....21,149  21 


Balance  in  hand,  including  $T6  counterfeits, $631  21 


The  outstanding  debt,  on  the  20th  January,  1829,  as  far  as  came  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  Treasurer,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

To  the  Bank, ^....; $3,300 

To  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley, 800 

»>     To  F.  S.  Key,  Esq 500 

— ^ $4,600 

And  the  present  debt  of  the  Society  is  as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  Bank, 2,000 


Amount  redeemed  within  the  year, #2,600 

I    Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  SMITH, 

Treasurer  American  Colonization  Society. 


APPENDIX. 


(No.  1.— Page  18.) 

Several  Agents  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  So= 
cietj  during  the  year.     The  Rev.  H.  B.  Bascom  has  been  ex- 
erting himself  with  much  energy  and  success  in  behalf  of  the 
Society  in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania.     In 
the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Orr  visited  some  parts 
of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  and  subsequently,  Albany, 
New  York,  where  the  attention  of  many  was  through  his  exertions 
directed  to  the  cause  of  this  Institution,  and  a  State  Society  es- 
tablished to  promote  it.      In  a  number  of  places  in  Yew  York 
and  Massachusetts,  the  Rev.  George  W.  Campbell  advocated 
the  views  of  the  Society  and  received  contributions  for  its  bene- 
fit.    Late  in  the  summer,  Josiah  F.   Polk,  Esq.  accepted  an 
Agency  for  the  Society,  for  several  of  the  Western  and  South- 
Western  States,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  ef- 
fected much  in  aid  of  its  design.     Through  his  Agency,  State 
Societies  and  various  subordinate  associations  have  been  orga- 
nized in  Indiana,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama.     Many  other  indi- 
viduals in  various  parts  of  the  country,  indeed,  in  nearly  every 
State  of  the  Union,  have  contributed,  in  a  most  laudable  and 
liberal  manner,  time  and  effort  and  money  to  advance  the  cause 
of  African  Colonization. 


.  .  (No.  2.— Page  16.) 
We  have  alluded  in  our  Report  to  the  Discourses  of  the  Cler- 
gy, on  the  Fourth  of  July,  or  on  some  Sabbath  near  to  that  day, 
in  behalf  of  our  cause,  and  to  the  collections  which  many 
churches  and  congregations  have  made  to  assist  it.  May  we  not 
hope  that  these  collections  will  hereafter  take  place  in  every  con- 
gregation of  every  religious  denomination  in  our  Land?  What 
a  glorious  offering  would  this  nation  then  annually  make  to  the 
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cause  of  humanity,  freedom,  and  religion!  We  beg  leave  to  re- 
mind our  friends  throughout  the  Union,  that  the  Fourth  of  July 
will  occm'y  this  year,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  to  entreat  them  on  that 
joyful  occasion  to  remember  Africa — Africa,  darker  in  ignorance 
than  in  the  complexion  of  her  tribes,  and  more  miserable  than 
Americans  are  happy. 


(No.   3.) 

The  noble  plan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  of  New  York,  to  raise 
glOO,000  for  this  Society,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  by  sub- 
scriptions of  glOOO,  (each  subscriber  to  pay  §100  annually  for 
ten- years)  has  made  some  progress  during  the  year.  We  would 
by  no  means  despair  of  its  accomplishment,  though  we  regret 
extremely,  that  our  wealthy  friends  come  forward  so  slowly  to 
give  it  their  patronage.  We  entreat  them  to  consider  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  object,  and  to  lend  their  aid  to  its  full  accomplish- 
ment. 

The  following  shows  the  present  slate  of  the  subscription. 

Gerrit  Smith,  Peterboro,  New  York. 

Jasper  Corning',  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

John  T.  Norton,  Albany,  New  York. 

E.  F.  Backus,  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

A  Gentleman  in  Mississippi. 

Matthew  Carey,  Philadelphia. 

Josiah  Bissel,  Rochester,  New  York. 

William  Crane,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Fleming  James,  ditto. 

Robert  Ralston,  Philadelphia. 

Elliot  Cresson,         ditto. 

Mrs.  M.  H.  Carrington,^ 

P 's  iTarrfn^To^n"'  !^^°°  annually  by  equal  contributions 

Wm.  A.  Carrington,      J 
Gen.  Edward  Carrington,    ? 
Walter  C.Can-ington,         3 

A  few  Gentlemen  near  Oak  Hill,  Fauquier  County,  Va 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Burgess,  Dedham,  Mass. 
A  Friend  in  Virginia. 
Robert  Gilmor,  Baltimore. 

Arthur  Tappan,  New  Yorkj  provided  the  subscription  be  filled  up   be- 
fore February,  1830. 
George  Burwell,  Frederick  county,  Virginia. 

Association  of  20  persons  in  Rev.  Dr.  Mead's  parish,  Frederick  co.  Va. 
Hon.  Edward  M'Gehee,  Mississippi. 
Rev.  Dr.  James  P. Thomas,  Louisiana. 
Four  young  Gentlemen  in  Alexandria,  D.  C. 
The  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
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Subscribers  on  the  Plan  to  raise  g20,000  to  purchase  a  ship 
for  the  Society,  by  subscriptions  of  ^50  each. 

Herbert  C-  Thomson,  New  York. 

John  M.  Nelson,  ditto. 

Andrew  Barry,  Hillsborough,  Highland  County,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Isaac  Telfair,        do.  do.  do. 

Benjamin  Harris,        do.  do.  do. 

Col.  Edward  Colston,  Berkely  County,  Virginia. 

Henry  Miller,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

James  C.  Crane,  Richmond. 

N.  Hammond,  Easton,  Maryland. 

Caspar  W.  Wever,  Baltimore. 

Samuel  M-  Hopkins,  Albany,  New  York. 

Benham  &  Finley,     "^ 

George  Graham,  Jr.  V  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

John  T.  Drake,  3 

Rev.  B.  H.  Palmer,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Rev.  Samuel  K.  Talmadge,  Augusta,  Georgia, 

P.  A.  Johnson,  Morrlstown,  New  Jersey. 

C'  Greenleaf,  Portland,  Maine. 

Rev  Thomas  B.  Balch,  Snow  Hill,  Md. 

Bartholemew  Trueheart,  Powhatan  county,  Va. 

Auxiliary  Society  of  Powhatan  county,  Va.  $100. 


(No.  4.) 
OJice  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 

Washington,  May  18,  1825. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  the  digest  of  the  laws,  and  the  plan 
of  civil  government  for  Liberia,  as  adopted  bj  the  Agents  of  this 
Society,  having  been  read  and  considered,  it  was,  on  motion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers,  considering  the  satis- 
factory information  afforded  by  recent  accounts  from  the  Colony, 
of  the  successful  operation  of  the  plan  of  the  civil  government 
thereof,  as  established  by  their  Agents  in  August  last,  and  see- 
ing therein  reason  to  reconsider  their  instructions  to  the  Agent 
of  the  29th  of  December,  1824,  now  approve  of  the  principles  in 
that  form  of  government,  and  give  their  sanction  to  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  digest  of  the  laws  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  same,  and  compare  them  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  1820,  and  report  to  the  next  stated  meeting. 

Washington,  May  23,  1825. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  this  day,  the  commit- 
tee appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  presented,  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  adopted: — 
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Resolved,  That  the  Board,  having  considered  the  digest  of  the 
laws  now  in  force  in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  dated  August  19, 
1824,  as  prepared  by  the  Agent,  do  approve  the  same,  and  de- 
clare the  same  to  be,  under  the  Constitution,  the  law  of  the  Co- 
lony, adding  thereto  the  following:  In  case  of  failure  to  find  re- 
cognizances for  good  behaviour,  when  required,  the  person  so 
failing  shall  be  subjected  to  such  labour  on  the  public  works,  or 
other  penalty  as  the  Agent  shall  prescribe,  until  he  shall  find  re- 
cognizance, or  the  object  for  which  it  was  required  of  him  shall 
have  been  answered. 

In  all  cases  of  banishment,  where  the  banished  person  has  no 
heir  in  the  Colony,  the  land  held  by  him  shall  revert  to  the 
Colony. 

Resolved,  That  this  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  Colony,  shall 
not  be  construed  to  annul  or  impair  any  regulations  which  the 
Agent,  under  his  constitutional  authority,  may  have  seen  fit  to 
establish  subsequent  to  the  above  date  of  August  19,  1824. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resident  Agent  cause  to  be  printed  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  Constitution,  government,  and  laws,  of 
the  Colony  of  Liberia,  as  established  by  this  Board  at  Washing- 
ton, 23d  May,  1825. 

JAMES  LAURIE,  doting  President. 
R.  R.  GuRLEY,  Resident  Agent. 


CONSTITUTION 

For  the  Government  of  the  African  Colony  at  Liberia. 

Article  I.  All  persons  born  within  the  limits  of  the  Terri- 
tory held  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  Liberia,  in 
Africa,  or  removing  there  to  reside,  shall  be  free,  and  entitled 
to  all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Article  II.  The  Colonization  Society  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  make  such  rules  as  they  may  think  fit  for  the  government 
of  the  settlement,  until  they  shall  withdraw  their  Agents  and 
leave  the  settlers  to  the  government  of  themselves. 

Article  III.  The  Society's  Agents  shall  compose  a  Board, 
to  determine  all  questions  relative  to  the  government  of  the  set- 


tlement,  .^fiall  decide  all  disputes  between  individuals,  and  shall 
exercise  all  judicial  powers,  except  such  as  they  shall  delegate 
to  Jtrstices  of  the  Peace.  ,  , 

Article  IV.  The  Agents  shall  appoint  all  officers  not  ap- 
pointed by  the  Managers,  necessary  for  the  good  order  and  go- 
vernment of  the  settlement. 

Article  V.   There  shall  be  no  slavery  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VI.  The  coramon  law,  as  in  force  and  modified  in 
the*United  States,  and  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the  Peopl-e, 
shall  be  in  force  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VII.  Every  settler  coming  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  those  now  of  age,  shall  take  an  oatk  or  affirmation,  to 
support  this  Constitution. 

Article  VIII.  In  cases  of  necessity,  where  no  rule  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Agents  are  authorized  to 
make  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations,  of  which  they  shall 
by  the  first  opportunity,  inform  the  Board  for  their  approbation^ 
and  they  shall  continue  in  force,  until  the  Board  shall  send  out 
their  decision  upon  them. 

Article  IX.  This  constitution  is  not  to  interfere  with  the 
jurisdiction,  rights,  and  claims,  of  the  Agents  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  captured  Africans  and  others,  under  their  care 
and  control,  so  long  as  they  shall  reside  within  the  limits  of  the 
settlement. 

Article  X.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution, 
except  by  an  unanimous  consent  of  all  present,  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  two  successive  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 


The  Board  received  from  the  Colonial  Agent,  Mr.  Ashmun^ 
early  in  last  year,  a  plan  of  Government,  exhibiting  several  de- 
viations from  the  form  sketched  in  1824,  but  in  its  pri;nciples 
the  same.  These  deviations  Mr.  Ashmun  remarks,  "have  grown 
gradually  out  of  the  altered  and  improving  state  of  the  Colony, 
and  are  neither  the  oiFspring  of  a  rash  spirit  of  experiment,  nor 
have  they  been  made  without  evident  necessity."  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Managers,  October  22d,  1828,  it  was  determined 


to  consider  the  revised  Constitution  or  form  of  Government,  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  after  due  deliberation,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Constitution  as  modified  by  the  Colonial 
Agent,  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  as  now  in  operation,  be  hereby  adopted. 

PLAN  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  FOR  THE  COLONY  OF 
LIBERIA. 

The  necessity  of  a  mild,  just,  and  efficient  civil  Government, 
for  the  preservation  of  individual  and  political  rights  among  any 
people,  and  the  advancement  of  true  prosperity,  induces  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  to 
adopt,  after  mature  consideration,  the  following  system  of  Go- 
vernment, for  the  proper  regulation  of  public  affairs  in  the  Co- 
lony of  Liberia. 

Article  I.  The  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, resident  in  the  Colony,  possesses  within  the  same,  sovereign 
power,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution,  the  chartered  rights  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  decisions  of  the  Board. 

Article  II.  All  male  coloured  people,  who  have  subscribed 
the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  drawn,  and  not  forfeit- 
ed lands  in  the  Colony,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for,  and  be  eligi- 
ble to  the  civil  offices  of  the  Colony. 

Article  III.  The  Civil  Officers  of  the  Colony  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually:  and  the  polls  for  the  general  annual  election 
of  the  Colony,  shall  be  apened  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  August, 
and  eontinue  open  not  more  than  three,, nor  less  than  two  suc- 
cessive days,  in  the  different  Settlements. — Elections  shall  be  or- 
ganized by  the  Sheriff,  by  the  appointment  in  each  Settlement,  of 
a  President,  two  Judges,  and  two  Clerks. 

Article  IV.  The  Colonial  Officers  eligible  by  the  annual 
suffrage  of  the  freeholders,  in  which  the  Agent  has  the  right  to 
interpose  his  negative,  assigning  to  the  voters  in  time  to  renew 
the  choice  at  the  same  election,  his  reasons  for  such  interposition, 
are  for  the  Colony^  a  Vice-Agent,  two  Counsellors,  a  High 
Sheriff,  a  Register,  and  a  Treasurer:  and  for  each  of  the  settle- 
ments consisting  of  not  less  than  sixty  families,  two  Commis- 
sioners of  Agriculture,  two  Commissioners  to  form  a  Board  of 
Health,  and  two  Censors. 

Article  V.   The  Vice-Agent  shall  be  admitted  to  the  coun- 
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cil  of  the  Agent  in  all  important  mnttersj  and  slmll  expresa  an 
opinion  on  all  questions  submitted  to  his  consideration.  He 
shall  aid  the  Agent  in  the  discharge  of  his  various  duties,  and  in 
the  support  and  execution  of  the  laws;  and  in  the  event  of  the 
Agent's  absence,  or  sickness,  the  Vice-Agent  shall  become  the 
General  Superintendent  of  Public  Affairs. 

Article  VI.  The  Vice-Agent  with  two  Counsellors,  shall 
constitute  a  Council;  who  shall  meet  when  questioned  by  the 
Agent,  to  deliberate  on  the  interests  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
measures  to  be  taken  for  their  security  and  advancement. 

The  Vice-Agent  shall  also  advise  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Council,  on  any  subjects  connected  with  the  general  welfat-e, 
as  often  as  he  shall  think  it  proper;  and  report  the  result  to  the 
Agent  if  proper,  or  act  upon  the  same,  in  case  of  his  absence. 

Article  VII.  The  duty  of  the  Counsellors  shall  be,  to  aid 
the  Agent,  or  Vice-Agent,  with  their  advice  and  counsel,  on 
subjects  relating  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Colony,  whenever 
thereto  requested  by  either. 

Article  VIII.  The  High  Sheriff  shall,  either  by  himself  or 
his  deputies,  aid  in  the  organization  of  elections;  act  as  Marshal 
for  the  Government  of  the  Colony>  execute  all  processes,  judg- 
ments, and  commands  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and  perform, 
generally,  the  services  required  of  the  same  Officer,  by  the  com- 
mon laws  of  England  and  the  United  States. 

Article  IX.  The  Secretary  of  the  Colony  shall  take  charge 
of,  and  carefully  keep  all  the  papers,  records,  and  archives  of 
the  Colon}',  generally;  shall  attend  and  exactly  record  the  do- 
ings of  the  Agent  in  Council;  shall  publish  all  the  ordinances, 
and  legal  enactments  of  the  Government;  publish  Government 
notices;  issue  the  Agent's  orders,  civil,  military,  and  judicial, 
to  the  proper  functionaries;  deliver  a  fair  copy  of  Government 
papers  necessary  to  be  recorded  to  the  Register  of  the  Colony; 
and  manage  its  internal  correspondence  on  the  part,  and  under 
the  directions  of  the  Agent. 

Article  X.  The  Register  shall  record  all  documents  and 
instruments  relating  to  the  security,  and  title  of  public  or  indivi- 
dual property;. Government  grants;  patents;  licences;  contracts 
and  commissions;  and  all  other  papers  which  are  properly  a 
matter  of  recortl,  and  to  which  the  Government  of  the  Colony  shall 
be  a  party. 
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Every  volume  of  records  when  completed,  shall  be  delivered 
bj  the  Register,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  for  preservation, 
among  the  archives  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XI.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  shall  receive  and 
safely  keep  all  the  monies,  and  public  securities  required  by 
law,  or  the  judgment  of  courts  to  be  deposited  in  the  public 
Treasury,  and  shall  deliver  up,  and  pay  over  the  same,  only  by 
a  requisition  signed  by  the  Agent,  or  Vice- Agent  of  the  Colony; 
to  whom  he  .shall  render  a  statement  of  the  public  finances  on 
the  Monday  preceding  the  annual  Election  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XII.  The  Commissioners  of  Agriculture  shall  report, 
and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government^  on  all  subjects  rela- 
ting to  the  Agriculture  of  the  Colony. 

The  Commissioners  composing  the  Board  of  Health,  sha.ll  re- 
port, and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  the  health  of  the  Colony;  shall  ascertain  the  proper 
objects  of  niedical  attention;  report  nuisances  prejudicial  to  the 
ptfblic  health,  direct  their  removal;  and  make  themselves  gener- 
ally active  in  diminishing  the  sufferings  and  dangers  of  the  set- 
'tlers  caused  by  sickness. 

Each  of  these  Committees  shall  record,  for  the  future  use  of 
the  Colony,  all  important  observations  and  facts  relating  to  the 
subjects  of  their  charge. 

Article  XIII.  The  two  Censors  shall  act  as  conservators  of 
the  public  morals,  and  promoters  of  the  public  industry;  and  be 
obliged  to  all  the  duties,  and  invested  with  all  the  legal  powers, 
on  whatever  relates  to  the  public  morals  and  industry,  which  are 
lawfully  required  of,  and  possessed  by  grand  jurors,  in  such  parts 
of  the  United  States  as  recognize  such  auxiliaries  to  their  magis- 
tracy. 

It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  these  officers  to  ascertain  in  what 
way  every  person,  in  their  proper  disti'icts,  acquires  a  livelihood; 
to  report  or  present  idlers;  detect  vicious  or  suspected  practices; 
and  present  for  legal  investigation  and  cure,  every  actual  or 
probable  evil,  growing  out  of  the  immoralities,  either  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  community,  or  of  individuals. 

Article  XIV.  Th©  Judiciary  of  the  Colony  shall  consist  of 
the  Agent  and  a  competent  number  of  Justices  of  the  peace,  cre- 
ated by  his  appointment.      The  Justices  shall  have  cognizance 
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of  al!  cases  aftecting  the  peace,  and  of  all  criminal  cases  within  the 
definition  of  petit  larceny,  and  all  actions  of  debt  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars.  In  the  court  of  monthly  Sessions,  whether  act- 
ing as  a  court  of  law,  or  a  court  of  equity,  the  Agent  or  Vice- 
Agent  shall  preside,  and  the  Justices  be  his  associates. 

Thecourt  of  Monthly  Sessions  shall  have  original  Jurisdiction 
in  all  actions  of  debt,  in  which  the  amount  in  litigation  shall  ex- 
ceed twenty  dollars;  and  in  criminal  causes  above  the  degree  of 
petit  larceny;, and  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
causes  whatsoever. 

The  requisite  number  of  Constables  for  the  Colony  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent  annually. 

A  Clerk  and  a  Crier  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  shall  also  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  Court,  annually.  v: 

An  Auctioneer,  who  shall  conduct  all  auction  sales  except 
those  of  the  Sheriff  and  Constables,  in.  pursuance  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Courts  of  the  Colony;  shall  also  be  created  by  an- 
nual appointment  of  the  Agent. 

A  Store  Keeper,  Librarian,  Commissary  of  Ordnance,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  in  matters 
belonging  to  their  respective  functions,  as  officers  of  the  Colony. 

Instructors  in  all  public  schools  having  the  sanction  of  a  pub- 
lic charter,  or  participating  in  any  degree  in  the  public  funds, 
shall  be  appointed  and  employed  by  the  regular  school  commit- 
tees of  the  Colony,  but  with  the  Agent's  approbation  and  con- 
currence. 

All  Custom,  Port,  Infirmary,  Medical,  Guard  and  Police  Offi- 
cers, not  appointed  by  the  Managers  of  the  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, and  whose  services  are  required  and  defined  by  the  laws  of 
the  Colony,  together  with  the  public  Measurers,  Inspectors*  and 
Appraisers,  shall  be -appointed  by  the  Agent  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XV.  The  Militia  of  the  Colony  shall  consist  whol- 
ly of  such  uniformed  Volunteer  Corps  as  shall  obtain  charters 
under  the  Government  of  the  Colony;  of  which  charters,  the  fol- 
lowing shall  be  fundamental  articles: 

1st.  That  the  Corps  shall  always  comply  with  any  requisi- 
tions for  their  services,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  made  by  the 
executive  Government  of  the  Colony. 

2nd.  That  the  Corps  shall  ever  preserve  an'd  hold  themselves 
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aud  their  arms  and  equipments  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  ac- 
tual service,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

3rd.   That  the  Officers  be  commissioned  bj  the  Agent:  and 

4thlj.  That  they  shall  muster,  parade,  and  serve  in  the  line 
of  the  Colony,  under  general  Officers,  when  thereto  required  by 
the  executive  Government. 

General  Officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent;  and  when 
especial  reasons  do  not  forbid,  shall  be  taken  from  the  Officers 
of  the  several  Corps,  and  promoted  according  to  rank,  and  the 
seniority  of  their  commissions. 

All  Military  Officers  and  delinquencies,  shall  be  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial,  to  be  composed,  except  the  Officers 
and  Guards  of  the  Court,  of  Commissioned  Officers;  and  to  sit 
quarterly. 

>.  A  correct  copy. 

J.  ASHMUN. 

[For  a  digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  Colony,  see  the  Appendix 
of  the  last  Report,  page  38.] 


(No.  5.) 
Address  of  the  Colonists  to  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  U.  S. 

At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Monrovia,  held  at 
the  Court  House,  on  the  2rth  day  of  August,  1827,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  expediency  of  uniting  in  an  address  to 
the  Coloured  People  of  the  United  States,  John  H.  Folks,  Esq. 
in  the  chair,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  persons  be  appointed,  to 
frame  a  circular  address,  to  be  publisheti  in  the  United  States, 
for  the  better  information  of  the  People  of  Colour  in  that  coun- 
try, respecting  the  state  of  this  Colony,  and  the  condition  of  the 
settlers;  and 

That  Captains  James  C.  Barbour  and  F.  Devaney,  W.  L 
Weaver,  esq.  and  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Waring  and  George  R. 
McGill,  be  the  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the  said  address, 
on  Tuesday,  the  4th  day  of  September  next. 

Tuesday,  September  4th,  1827. 

The  forenamed  committee  reported  the  following  address, 
which  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  United 
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States,  and  there  published,  for  the  information  of  the  Coloured 
People  of  that  country: 

(circular.) 

As  much  speculation  and  uncertainty  continues  to  prevail 
among  the  People  of  Colour  in  the  United  States,  respecting 
our  situation  and  prospects  in  Africa:  and  many  misrepresenta- 
tions have  been  put  in  circulation  there,  of  a  nature  slanderous 
to  us,  and,  in  their  eiFects,  injurious  to  them;  we  felt  it  our  duty, 
by  a  true  statement  of  our  circumstances,  to  endeavour  to  cor- 
rect them. 

The  first  consideration  which  caused  our  voluntary  removal 
to  this  country,  and  the  object  which  we  still  regard  with  the 
deepest  concern,  is  liberty — liberty,  in  the  sober,  simple,  but 
complete  sense  of  the  word:  not  a  licentious  liberty,  nor  a  liber- 
ty without  government,  or  which  should  place  us  without  the 
restraint  of  salutary  laws — but  that  liberty  of  'speech,  action, 
and  conscience,  which  distinguishes  the  free  enfranchised  citi- 
zens of  a  free  State.  We  did  not  enjoy  that  freedom  in  our  na- 
tive country;  and,  from  causes  which,  as  respects  ourselves,  we 
shall  soon  forget  forever,  we  were  certain  it  was  not  there  at- 
tainable for  ourselves  or  our  children.  This,  then,  being  the 
first  object  of  our  pursuit  in  coming  to  Africa,  is  probably  the 
first  object  on  which  you  will  ask  for  information.  And  we  must 
truly  declare  to  you,  that  our  expectations  and  hopes,  in  this  re- 
spect, have  been  realized.  Our  Constitution  secures  to  us,  so 
far  as  our  condition  allows,  "all  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoy- 
ed by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;"  and  these  rights  and 
privileges  are  ours.  We  are  proprietors  of  the  soil  we  live  on, 
and  possess  the  rights  of  freeholders.  Our  suffrages,  and,  what 
is  of  more  importance,  our  sentiments  and  our  opinions  have 
their  due  weight  in  the  Government  we  live  under.  Our  laws 
are  altogether  our  own:  they  grow  out  of  our  circumstances;  are 
framed  for  our  exclusive  benefit,  and  administered  either  by  offi- 
cers of  our  own  appointment,  or  such  as  possess  our  confidence. 
We  have  a  judiciary,  chosen  from  among  ourselves;  we  serve  as 
jurors  in  the  trial  of  others;  and  are  liable  to  be  tried  only  by 
juries  of  our  fellow-citizens,  ourselves.  We  have  all  that  is 
meant  by  Liberty  of  conscience.  The  time  and  mode  of  wor- 
shipping God,  as  prescribed  to  us  in  his  word,  and  dictated  by 
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our  conscience,  we  are  not  only  free  to  follow,  but  are  protect- 
ed in  following. 

Forming  a  community  of  our  own,  in  the  land  of  our  fore- 
fathers^ having  the  commerce,  and  soil,  and  resources,  of  the 
country  at  our  disposal;  we  know  nothing  of  that  debasing  in- 
feriority with  which  our  very  colour  stamped  us  in  America: 
there  is  nothing  here  to  create  the  feeling  on  our  part — nothing 
to  cherish  the  feeling  of  superiority  in  the  minds  of  foreigners 
who  visit  us.  It  is  this  moral  emancipation — this  liberation  of 
the  mind  from  worse  than  iron  fetters — that  repays  us  ten  thou- 
sand times  over,  for  all  that  it  has  cost  us,  and  makes  us  grate- 
ful to  God  and  our  American  patrons  for  the  happy  change 
which  has  taken  place  in  our  situation.  We  are  not  so  self-com- 
placent as  to  rest  satisfied  with  our  improvement,  either  as  re- 
gards our  minds  or  our  circumstances.  We  do  not  expect  to 
remain  stationary.  Far  from  it.  But  we  certainly  feel  our- 
selves, for  the  first  time,  in  a  state  to  improve  either  to  any  pur- 
pose. The  burthen  is  gone  from  our  shoulders:  we  now  breathe 
and  move  freely;  and  know  not  (in  surveying  your  present  state) 
for  which  to  pity  you  most — the  empty  name  of  liberty,  which 
you  endeavour  to  content  yourselves  with,  in  a  country  that  is 
not  yours,  or  the  delusion  which  makes  you  hope  for  ampler  pri- 
vileges in  that  country  hereafter.  Tell  us,  which  is  the  white 
man,  who,  with  a  prudent  regard  to  his  own  character,  can  as-  . 
sociate  with  one  of  you,  on  terms  of  equality?  Ask  us,  which  is 
the  Vfhite  man  who  would  decline  such  association  with  one  of 
our  number,  whose  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  are  not  an 
objection.^  To  both  these  questions  we  unhesitatingly  make  the 
same  answer: — There  is  no  such  white  man. 

W^e  solicit  none  of  you  to  emigrate  to  this  country:  for  we 
know  not  who  among  you  prefers  rational  independence,  and  the 
honest  respect  of  his  fellow-men,  to  that  mental  sloth  and  care- 
less poverty  which  you  already  possess,  and  your  children  will 
inherit  after  you,  in  America.  But  if  your  views  and  aspirations 
rise  a  degree  higher — if  your  minds  are  not  as  servile  as  your 
present  condition — we  can  decide  the  question  at  once;  and  with 
confidence  say,  that  you  will  bless  the  day,  and  your  children 
after  you,  when  you  determined  to  become  citizens  of  Liberia. 

But  we  do  not  hold  this  language  on  the  blessings  of  liberty  for 
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the  purpose  of  consoling  ourselves  for  the  sacrifice  of  health,  or 
the  suffering  of  want,  in  consequence  of  our  removal  to  Africa. 
We  enjoy  health  after  a  few  month's  residence  in  the  country,  as 
uniformly,  and  in  as  perfect  a  degree,  as  we  possessed  that  bless- 
ing in  our  native  country.     And  a  distressing  scarcity  of  provi- 
sions or  any  of  the  comforts  of  life,  has  for  the  last  two  years 
been  entirely  unknown,  even  to  the  poorest  persons  in  this  com- 
munity.    On  these  points  there  are,  and  have  been,  much  miscon- 
ception and  some  malicious  misrepresentations  in  the  U.  States. 
We  have  nearly  all  suffered  from  sickness,  and,  of  the  ear- 
liest emigrants,  a  large  proportion  fell  in  the  arduous  attempt  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  Colony.     But  are  they  the  only  persons 
whose  lives  have  been  lost  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  or  sac- 
rificed to  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-men?     Several  out  of  every 
ship's  company  have,  within  the  last  four  years,  been  carried  oft' 
by  sickness,  caused  by  the  change  of  climate.     And  death  occa- 
sionally takes  a  victim  from  our  number,  without  any  regard  at 
all  to  the  time  of  his  residence  in  this  country.     But  we  never 
hoped,  by  leaving  America,  to  escape  the  common  lot  of  mor- 
tals— the  necessity  of  death,  to  which  the  just  appointment   of 
Heaven  consigns  us.     But  we  do  expect  to  live  as  long,  and  pass 
this  life  with  as  little  sickness  as  yourselves. 

The  true  character  of  the  African  climate  is  not  well  under- 
stood in  other  countries.  Its  inhabitants  are  as  robust,  as  heal- 
thy, as  long  lived,  to  say  the  least,  as  those  of  any  other  coun- 
try. Nothing  like  an  epidemic  has  ever  appeared  in  this  Colo- 
ny; nor  can  we  learn  from  the  natives,  that  the  calamity  of  a 
sweeping  sickness  ever  yet  visited  this  part  of  the  continent. 
But  the  change  from  a  temperate  to  a  tropical  country  is  a  great 
one — too  great  not  to  affect  the  health,  more  or  less — and,  in  the 
cases  of  old  people,  and  very  young  children,  it  often  causes 
death.  In  the  early  years  of  the  Colony,  want  of  good  houses, 
the  great  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  settlers,  their  irregular  mode 
of  living,  and  the  hardships  and  discouragements  they  met  with, 
greatly  helped  the  other  causes  of  sickness,  which  prevailed  to  an 
alarming  extent,  and  were  attended  with  great  mortality.  But 
we  look  back  to  those  times  as  to  a  season  of  trial  long  past,  and 
nearly  forgotten.  Our  houses  and  circumstances  are  now  com- 
fortable; and,  for  the  last  two  or  three  years,  not  one  person  in 
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forty,  from  the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  has  died  from  the 
change  of  climate.  The  disastrous  fate  of  the  company  of  seitlers 
,  who  came  out  from  Boston  in  the  brig  Vine,  eighteen  months  ago, 
is  an  exception  to  the  common  lot  of  emigrants;  and  the  causes 
of  it  ought  to  be  explained.  Those  people  left  a  cold  region  in 
the  coldest  part  of  Winter,  and  arrived  here  in  the  hottest  sea- 
son of  our  year.  Many  of  them  were  too  old  to  have  survived 
long  in  any  country.  They  most  imprudently  neglected  the  pre- 
scriptions of  oar  very  successful  physician,  the  Rev.  Lot  Carey, 
who  has  great  experience  and  great  skill  in  the  fevers  of  the 
country,  and  depended  on  medicines  brought  with  them,  which 
could  not  fail  to  prove  injurious.  And,  in  consequence  of  all 
those  unfortunate  circumstances,  their  sufferings  were  severe, 
and  many  died.  But  we  are  not  apprehensive  that  a  similar 
calamity  will  befall  any  future  emigrants,  except  under  similar 
disadvantages. 

People  now  arriving,  have  comfortable  houses  to  receive  them; 
will  enjoy  the  regular  attendance  of  a  physician  in  the  slight  sick- 
ness that  may  await  them;  will  be  surrounded  and  attended  by 
healthy  and  happy  people,  who  have  borne  the  eftects  of  the  cli- 
mate, who  will  encourage  and  fortify  them  against  that  despon- 
dency which,  alone,  has  carried  off  several  in  the  first  years  of 
the  Colony. 

But  you  may  say,  that  even  health  and  freedom,  as  good 
as  they  are,  are  still  dearly  paid  for,  when  they  cost  you  the 
common  comforts  of  life,  and  expose  your  wives  and  chil- 
dren to  famine,  and  all  the  evils  of  want  and  poverty.  We 
do  not  dispute  the  soundness  of  this  conclusion  either:  but 
we  utterly  deny  that  it  has  any  application  to  the  people  of 
Liberia. 

Away  with  all  the  false  notions  that  are  circulating  about  the 
barrenness  of  this  country:  they  are  the  observations  of  such  ig- 
norant or  designing  men,  as  would  injure  both  it  and  you.  A 
more  fertile  soil,  and  a  more  productive  country,  so  far  as  it  is 
cultivated,  there  is  not,  we  believe,  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Its 
hills  and  its  plains  are  covered  with  a  verdure  which  never  fades; 
the  productions  of  nature  keep  on  in  their  growth  through  all  the 
seasons  of  the  year.  Even  the  natives  of  the  country,  almost 
without  farming  tools,  without  skill,  and  with  very  little  labor, 
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make  more  grain  and  vegetables  than  tliej  can   consume,   and 
often  more  than  thej  can  sell. 

Cattle,  swine,  fowls,  ducks,  goats,  and  sheep,  thrive  without 
feeding,  and  require  no  other  care  than  to  keep  them  from  stray- 
ing. Cotton,  coffee,  indigo,  and  the  sugar  cane,  are  all  the  spon- 
taneous growth  of  our  forests^  and  maybe  cultivated,  at  pkasure, 
to  any  extent,  by  such  as  are  disposed.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
rice,  Indian  corn,  guinea  corn,  millet,  and  too  many  species  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  be  enumerated.  Add  to  all  this,  we 
have  no  dreary  Winter  here,  for  one  halfof  theyear  to  consume 
the  productions  of  the  other  half.  Nature  is  constantly  renew- 
ing herself,  and  constantly  pouring  her  treasures,  all  the  year 
round,  into  the  laps  of  the  industrious.  We  could  say,  on  this 
subject,  more;  but  we  are  afraid  of  exciting,  too  highly,  the 
hopes  of  the  imprudent.  Such  persons,  we  think,  will  do  well 
to  keep  their  rented  cellars,  and  earn  their  twenty-five  cents 
a  day  at  the  wheelbarrow,  in  the  commercial  towns  of  Ame- 
rica, and  stay  where  they  are.  It  is  only  the  industrious  and 
virtuous  that  we  can  point  to  independence,  and  plenty,  and 
happiness,  in  this  country.  Such  people  are  nearly  sure  to 
attain,  in  a  very  few  years,  to  a  style  of  comfortable  living, 
which  they  may  in  vain  hope  for  in  the  United  States;  and, 
however  short  we  come  of  this  character  ourselves,  it  is  only  a 
due  acknowledgment  of  the  bounty  of  Divine  Providence  to  say, 
that  we  generally  enjoy  the  good  things  of  this  life  to  our  entire 
satisfaction. 

Our  trade  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  coast,  to  the  interior 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  to  foreign  vessels.  It  is  already 
valuable,  and  fast  increasing.  It  is  carried  on  in  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country,  consisting  of  rice,  palm  oil,  ivory,  tortoise 
shell,  dye  woods,  gold,  hides,  wax,  and  a  small  amount  of  cof- 
fee: and  it  brings  us,  in  return,  the  products  and  manufactures 
of  the  four  quarters  of  the  world. — Seldom,  indeed,  is  our  har- 
bour clear  of  European  and  American  shipping;  and  the  bustle 
and  thronging  of  our  streets,  sliow  something,  already,  of  the 
activity  of  the  smaller  seaports  of  the  United  States. 

Mechanics,  of  nearly  every  trade,  are  carrying  on  their  va- 
rious occupations;  their  wages  are  high;  and  a  large  number 
would  be  sure  of  constant  and  profitable  employment. 
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Not  a  child  or  youth  in  the  Colony  but  is  provided  with  an 
appropriate  school.  We  have  a  numerous  public  library,  and 
a  court  house,  meeting  houses,  school  houses,  and  fortifications 
sufficient,  or  nearly  so,  for  the  Colony,  in  its  present  state. 

Our  houses  are  constructed  of  the  same  materials,  and  finished 
in  the  same  style,  as  in  the  towns  of  America.  We  have  abun- 
dance of  good  building  stone,  shells  for  lime,  and  clay,  of  an 
excellent  quality,  for  bricks.  Timber  is  plentiful,  of  various 
kinds,  and  fit  for  all  the  different  purposes  of  building  and  fen- 
cing. 

Truly  we  have  a  goodly  heritage:  and  if  there  is  any  thing 
lacking  in  the  character  or  condition  of  the  people  of  this  Colo- 
ny, it  never  cafn  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  country:  it 
must  be  the  fruit  of  our  own  mismanagement,  or  slothfulness, 
or  vices.  But  from  these  evils  we  confide  in  Him,  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  all  our  blessings,  to  preserve  us.  It  is  the  to- 
pic of  our  weekly  and  daily  thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  both 
in  public  and  in  private,  and  He  knows  with  what  sincerity,  that 
we  were  ever  conducted,  by  his  Providence,  to  this  shore. — 
Such  great  favours,  in  so  short  a  time,  and  mixed  with  so  few 
trials,  are  to  be  ascribed  to  nothing  but  his  special  blessing. — 
This  we  acknowledge.  We  only  want  the  gratitude  which  such 
signal  favours  call  for.  Nor  are  we  willing  to  close  this  paper 
without  adding  a  heartfelt  testimonial  of  the  deep  obligations  we 
owe  to  our  American  patrons  and  best  earthly  benefactors  whose 
wisdom  pointed  us  to  this  home  of  our  nation,  and  whose  active 
and  persevering  benevolence  enabled  us  to  reach  it.  Judge, 
then,  of  the  feelings  with  which  we  hear  the  motives  and  do- 
ings of  the  Colonization  Society  traduced — and  that,  too,  by  men 
too  ignorant  to  know  what  that  Society  has  accomplished;  too 
weak  to  look  through  its  plans  and  intentions;  or  too  dishonest 
to  acknowledge  either.  But  without  pretending  to  any  prophetic 
sagacity,  we  can  certainly  predict  to  that  Society,  the  ultimate 
triump  of  their  hopes  and  labours,  and  disappointment  and  de- 
feat to  all  who  oppose  them.  Men  may  theorize,  and  speculate 
about  their  plans  in  America,  but  there  can  be  no  speculation 
here.  The  cheerful  abodes  of  civilization  and  happiness  which 
are  scattered  over  this  verdant  mountain — the  flourishing  settle- 
ments which  are  spreading  around  it — the  sound  of  Christian  in- 
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struction,  and  scenes  of  Christian  worship,  which  are  heard 
and  seen  in  this  land  of  brooding  pagan  darkness — a  thousand 
contented  freemen  united  in  founding  a  new  Christian  empire, 
happy  themselves,  and  the  instruments  of  happiness  to  others — 
every  object,  every  individual,  is  an  argument,  is  demonstration, 
of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  plan  of  Colonization. 

Where  is  the  argument  that  shall  refute  facts  like  these?  And 
where  is  the  man  hardy  enough  to  deny  them? 


(No.  6.) 


Plan  for  the  establishment  of  State  Colonization  Societies,  with 
Subordinate  Associations  throughout  the  Union. 

1.  That  the  State  Societies  be  direct  Auxiliaries  to  the  Gen- 
eral Society,  and  that  it  be  recommended  that  each  State  Socie- 
ty should,  by  its  constitution,  determine  to  see  that  a  Society, 
auxiliary  to  itself  shall  be  formed,  and  kept  in  efficient  activi- 
ty, in  each  county  in  the  state,  from  each  of  which  a  delegate 
shall  be  a  manager  of  the  State  Society.  The  reasons  for  this 
latter  provision,  are,  that  the  members  of  the  State  Society,  be- 
ing on  the  ground,  and  coming  indeed  from  all  parts  of  the  State, 
can  best  discern,  and  seize  upon  the  various  facilities,  which 
will  enable  them  to  form  County  Societies  most  readily;  that 
they  can,  on  the  same  account,  do  much  without  incurring  the 
expense  of  employing  an  agent;  and  that  if  an  agent  must  be  em- 
ployed, they  have  the  best  means  of  selecting  one  that  is  suita- 
ble, who  being  on  the  ground  can  perform  the  duties  of  his  office 
without  incurring  the  travelling  expenses  necessary  to  be  incur- 
red by  an  agent  of  the  General  Society. 

2.  That  it  be  recommended  to  each  County  Society,  to  see 
that  Societies  auxiliary  to  itself  be  formed  and  kept  active  in  ev- 
ery town  or  district  in  the  County,  from  each  of  which  a  dele- 
gate shall  be  a  manager  of  the  County  Society.  The  reasons 
for  this  are  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

3.  That  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Town  and  District  Socie- 
ties, be  in  regular  order,  with  regard  to  places,  and  in  immedi- 
ate succession;  that  as  far  as  practicable,  the  same  order  and 
succession  be  observed  with  regard  to  the  meetings  of  the  vari- 
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ous  state  Societies,  to  the  end,  that  an  agent  ofthe  General  So- 
ciety may  attend  them  all  in  succession,  as  far  as  practicable; 
and  that  the  meetings  of  tlie  State  Societies  immediately  precede 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Society. 

4.  That  the  monies  of  the  Town  and  District  Societies,  be 
generally  collected  directly  before  their  annual  meetings^  that 
they  be  transferred  to  the  County  Societies,  by  their  Delegates 
to  the  meeting  of  that  Society;  that  the  monies  of  the  County 
Societies,  be  collected  and  transferred  in  the  same  manner,  to 
the  State  Society;  and  that  the  monies  of  the  various  State  So- 
cieties, be  collected  and  transferred  in  the  same  manner;  as  far 
as  practicable,  to  the  General  Society. 

The  object  of  this  article,  is  to  save  expense  and  embarrass- 
ment, in  the  collection  of  monies  for  the  General  Society. 

5.  That  the  various  Societies  make  it  the  object  of  their  most 
strenuous  efforts,  to  collect  funds  sufficient  to  convey  immedi- 
ately to  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  every  coloured  person  of  suitable 
age,  and  suitable  qualifications,  that  is  willing  to  go;  that,  with 
the  attainment  of  this  object,  they  will  be  satisfied;  and  thatthey 
combine  and  increase  their  efforts,  until  this  object  is  fully  ac- 
complished. 

6.  That  inasmuch  as  it  must  be  deemed  a  leading  object  of 
this  Society,  to  diffuse  information,  and  exert  an  influence,  by 
means  ofthe  press,  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  various 
Societies,  to  circulate  as  much  as  possible,  the  different  publica- 
tions of  the  Society,  to  obtain  subscriptions  for  the  Repository; 
to  collect  and  transmit  the  payments  for  that  work,  with  the  con- 
tributions to  the  funds  ofthe  Society;  and  for  compensation  and 
encouragement  in  this  undertaking,  which  may  be  performed  al- 
most without  trouble  by  the  collectors  ofthe  Town  and  District 
Societies,  they  are  authorized  by  the  Agent  and  Publisher 
(Mr.  James  C.  Dunn,  Georgetown,  D.  C.)  of  the  Repository, 
to  retain  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  all  payments  for  that  work 
collected. 

The  reasons,  in  brief,  in  favour  ofthe  whole  system  now  re- 
commended, are  that  it  contains  in  itself,  the  principles  of  its 
own  life,  and  its  own  activity;  that  on  this  account,  it  avoids  the 
expense  and  trouble  of  an  extraneous  influence;  that  it  will  be 
relieved  of  the  various  irregularities  and  embarrassments  una- 
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voidable  by  any  other  system  less  general  in  its  character^  and 
that  as  a  ground  of  safe  dependence  for  the  Society,  it  will 
procure  an  income  of  mucli  greater  amountj  and  greater  unifor- 
mity. 


(No.  7.) 
Resolutions  of  State  Legislatures. 

The  following  States  have  expressed  in  terms  more  or  less  fa- 
vourable, their  approbation  of  the  plans  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society.  Virginia,  Georgia,  Maryland,  Tennessee, 
New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Connecticut,  Kentucky,  Delaware,  Vermont, 
Indiana.  Virginia,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  New  Jersey,  Ohio, 
Delaware,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  Kentucky ,t  and  Indiana,  have 
recommended  the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
to  the  patronage  of  the  National  Government,  (Vide  Appendix 
to  the  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  page  60,  and  Report 
11th,  page  80.) 

During  the  last  year,  the  following  joint  Resolutions  passed 
the  Senate  of  Kentucky,  with  only  three  dissenting  voices: 

Resolved,  ^-c.  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  procure  an 
appropriation  of  money  of  Congress,  to  aid,  so  far  as  is  consist- 
ent with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  Colonizing  the 
Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States  in  Africa,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  sever- 
al States. 

Mr.  Noble,  of  Indiana,  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  a  joint  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, recommending  the  American  Colonization  Society  to  the 
patronage  of  Congress. 

The  memorial  of  the  Colonization  Society  is  now  before  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  and  we  have  much 
reason  to  believe  that  both  of  these  powerful  States  will  recom- 
mend its  object  to  the  favour  and  patronage  of  the  National  Go- 
vernment. 
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(No.  8.) 
Memorial  to  Congress. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  examined  the  History  of  the 
origin  and  progress  of  the  Colonization  Society,  that  the  powers 
and  resources  of  the  National  Government  have  been  regarded 
by  most  of  its  Friends  as  alone  adequate  to  complete  the  design 
of  African  Colonization.  The  Managers  of  the  Parent  Institu- 
tion have  repeatedly  sent  in  their  petitions  to  Congress,  and 
with  the  sanction  of  many  State  Legislatures  invited  that  Body  to 
take  into  consideration  the  claims  of  their  object  to  the  patron- 
age of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
memorials  of  the  Society  have,  generally,  been  treated  with  res- 
pect, and  several  committees  to  whom  they  have  been  referred 
have  made  Reports  highly  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  peti- 
tioners. In  both  houses,  it  is  believed,  the  cause  of  the  Society 
has  been  rapidly  gaining  strength.  Almost  every  year  has  wit- 
nessed some  addition  to  the  number  of  States  which  have 
through  their  Legislatures  instructed  their  Senators  and  request- 
ed their  Representatives  to  give  their  support  in  Congress  to 
the  object  of  the  Society.  But  the  time  has  arrived  when  this 
subject  demands  the  more  general  and  serious  attention  of  the 
American  people. 

The  State  Society  of  Kentucky  has  resolved  to  second  the 
efforts  of  the  Parent  Institution,  by  presenting  its  own  memo- 
rial, with  the  signatures  of  Citizens  from  various  parts  of  the 
State,  to  Congress,  and  soliciting  that  Body  no  longer  to  neglect 
the  appeals  made  to  it  in  behalf  of  a  great  enterprise,  most  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  welfare  of  our  country  as  well  as 
sanctioned  by  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  national  justice  and 
humanity.  We  hope  the  example  of  our  Friends  in  Kentucky 
will  be  imitated  by  all  the  Auxiliary  Societies  in  the  Land.  Let 
the  people  of  the  United  States  speak  out  in  tones  of  solemn 
earnestness  in  behalf  of  the  scheme  of  African  Colonization. — 
Their  voice  will  be  heard;  and  the  energies  and  resources  of  the 
Government  be  brought  to  complete  a  work,  begun  in  weakness, 
but  unspeakably  important  to  this  country  and  full  of  blessings 
for  another. 
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(No.  9.) 
Constitution  of  the  American  Colonization  Society. 

Art.  I.  This  Society  shall  be  called  "The  American  Society 
for  Colonizing  the  Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States." 

Art.  II.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively 
directed,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing  (with 
their  consent)  the  free  People  of  Colour  residing  in  our  country, 
in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  ex- 
pedient. And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in  co- 
operation with  the  General  Government,  and  such  of  the  States 
as  may  adopt  regulations  upon  the  subject. 

Art.  III.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  sub- 
scribe these  articles,  and  be  an  annual  contributor  of  one  dollar 
to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall  be  a  member.  On  paying  a 
sum  of  not  less  than  thirty  dollars,  at  one  subscription,  he  shall 
be  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  IV  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be,  a  President, 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  a  Recorder,  and  a 
Board  of  Managers,  composed  of  the  abovenamed  officers,  and 
twelve  other  members  of  the  Society.  They  shall  be  annually 
elected  by  the  members  of  the  Society,  at  their  annual  meeting, 
on  the  Saturday  preceding  New  Year's  Day,  and  continue  to  dis- 
charge their  respective  duties  till  others  are  appointed. 

Art.  V.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to 
call  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board,  when  he  thinks 
necessary,  or  when  required  by  any  three  members  of  the  board. 

Art.  VI.  The  Vice-Presidents,  according  to  seniority,  shall 
discharge  these  duties  in  the  absence  of  the  President. 

Art.  VII.  The  Secretary  shall  take  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings, prepare  and  publish  notices,  and  discharge  such  other  du- 
ties as  the  Board,  or  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice- 
President,  according  to  seniority,  (when  the  Board  is  not  sit- 
ting,) shall  direct.  And  the  Recorder  shall  record  the  proceed- 
ings and  the  names  of  the^members,  and  discharge  such  other  du- 
ties as  may  be  required  of  him. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  take  charge  of 
the  funds  of  the  Society,  under  such  security  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Board  of  Managers;  keep  the  accounts,    and  exhibit  a 
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statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  every  annual  meet- 
ing, and  discharge  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of 
him.- 

Art.  IX.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  meet  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  the  first  Monday  in  April,  the  first  Mon- 
day in  July,  and  the  first  Monday  in  October,  every  year, 
and  at  such  other  times  as  the  President  may  direct.  They 
shall  conduct  the  business  of  the  Society,  and  take  such  mea- 
sures for  elFecting  its  object  as  they  shall  think  proper,  or  shall 
be  directed  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  make  an  annual 
report  of  their  proceedings.  They  shall  also  fill  up  all  vacan- 
cies occurring  during  the  year,  and  make  such  by-laws  for  their 
government  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  provided  the  same  are 
not  repugnant  to  this  constitution. 

Art.  X.  Every  Society  which  shall  be  formed  in  the  United 
States,  to  aid  in  the  object  of  this  Association,  and  which  shall 
co-operate  with  its  funds  for  the  purposes  thereof,  agreeably 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  Society,  shall  be  considered 
auxiliary  thereto;  and  its  ofiicers  shall  be  entitled  to  attend 
and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 


(No.  10.) 
Memorial  of  the  Kentucky  Colonization  Society. 
We  are  happy  to  perceive  that  this  Society  have  resolved  to 
solicit  support  to  the  great  enterprise  in  which  they  are  engaged 
from  the  National  Government.  This,  we  are  perfectly  con- 
vinced, is  the  only  power  adequate  to  the  complete  accomplish- 
ment of  the  design.  It  seems  obvious  that  the  States  of  the 
South  could  not,  without  difficulty,  effect  the  object;  and,  it  is 
certain,  the  Northern  States  will  think  they  have  done  much, 
should  they  consent  to  pay  their  equal  proportion  of  the  expense 
out  of  the  common  fund  of  the  Nation. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled. 

The  undersigned  petitioners,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, would  respectfully  represent,  that  we  cordially  unite  with 
our  fellow  citizens  of  other  States  in  the  Union,  in  deeply  la- 
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menting  the  miseries  attendant  upon  slavery;  and  that  we  are 
anxious  to  see  those  miseries  mitigated  by  every  possible  means 
not  repugnant  to  the  rights  of  individuals  or  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  superfluous  for  us,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  at- 
tempt an  enumeration  of  the  evils  resulting  from  slavery  among 
usj  permit  us,  however,  to  present  to  your  contemplation  a  pic- 
ture drawn  by  the  illustrious  Jefferson  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 
We  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  it 
which  breathes  a  prophetic  spirit,  as  applicable  to  the  present 
times:  "The  whole  commerce  between  master  and  slave,"  says 
he,  "is  a  perpetual  exercise  of  the  most  boisterous  passions,  tho 
most  unremitting  despotism  on  the  one  part,  and  degrading  sub- 
missions oil  the  other.  Our  children  see  this,  and  learn  to  imi- 
tate it;  for  man  is  an  imitative  animal.  This  quality  is  the  germ 
of  education  in  him.  From  his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  is  learn- 
ing what  he  sees  others  do.  If  a  parent  had  no  other  motive 
either  in  his  own  philanthrophy  or  self-love,  for  restraining  the 
intemperance  of  passion  towards  his  slave,  it  should  always  be  a 
sufficient  one  that  his  child  is  present.  But  generally  it  is  not 
sufficient.  The  parent  storms,  the  child  looks  on,  catches  the 
lineaments  of  wrath,  puts  on  the  same  airs  in  the  circle  of  small- 
er slaves,  gives  a  loose  to  his  worst  of  passions;  and  thus  nur- 
sed, educated,  and  exercised  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped 
by  it  with  odious  peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  a  prodigy 
who  can  retain  his  manners  and  morals  undepraved  by  such  cir- 
cumstances. And  with  what  execrations  should  the  statesman 
be  loaded,  who,  permitting  one  half  of  the  citizens  thus  to  tram- 
ple on  the  rights  of  the  others,  transforms  those  into  despots,  and 
these  into  enemies,  destroys  the  morals  of  the  one  part,  and  the 
amor  patriss  of  the  other.  For  if  the  slave  can  have  a  country  in 
this  world,  it  must  be  any  other  in  preference  to  that  in  which 
he  is  born  to  live  and  labor  for  another:  in  which  he  must  lock 
up  the  faculties  of  his  nature;  contribute  as  far  as  depends  on 
his  individual  endeavors  to  the  evanishment  of  the  human  race, 
or  entail  his  own  miserable  condition  on  the  endless  generations 
proceeding  from  him.  With  the  morals  of  the  people,  their  in- 
dustry also,  is  destroyed.  For  in  a  warm  climate  no  man  will 
labour  for  himself  that  can  make  another  labour  for  him.      This 
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is  80  true,  that  of  the  proprietors  of  slaves,  a  very  small  propor- 
tion indeed  are  ever  seen  to  labour.  And  can  the  liberties  of  a 
nation  be  ever  thought  secure,  when  we  have  removed  their  only 
firm  basis — a  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  these 
liberties  are  the  gift  of  God?  That  they  are  not  to  be  violated 
but  with  his  wrath?  Indeed,  I  tremble  for  my  country  when  I 
reflect  that  God  is  just:  that  his  justice  cannot  sleep  forever:  that 
considering  numbers,  nature,  and  natural  means  only,  a  revolu- 
tion of  the  wheel  of  fortune,  an  exchange  of  situation  is  among 
possible  events:  that  it  may  become  probable  by  supernatural  in- 
terference! The  Almighty  has  no  attribute  which  can  take  side 
with  us  in  such  a  contest.  But  it  is  impossible  to  be  temperate 
and  to  pursue  this  subject  through  the  various  considerations  of 
policy,  of  morals,  of  history,  natural  and  civil.  We  must  be 
contented  to  hope  they  will  force  their  way  into  every  one's 
mind.  I  think  a  change  already  perceptible,  since  the  origin  of 
the  present  ^American)  revolution.  The  spirit  of  the  master  is 
abating,  that  of  the  slave  rising  from  the  dustj  his  condition  mol- 
lifying; the  way,  I  hope  is  preparing,  under  the  auspices  of  Hea- 
ven, for  a  total  emancipationj  and  that  this  is  disposed,  in  the 
order  of  events,  to  be  with  the  consent  of  their  masters,  rather 
than  by  their  extirpation." 

If  such  remarks  were  appropriately  made  at  a  time  when  there 
were  only  about  seven  hundred  thousand  blacks  in  the  United 
States,  how  much  more  forcibly  will  they  apply  to  the  present, 
when  there  are  probably  not  less  than  two  millions  and  a  half? 
But  we  would  not  be  understood  as  advocating  the  cause  of  ab- 
solute emancipation.  Far  from  it:  For  emancipation,  without 
something  more  were  done,  would  but  render  our  situation  dou- 
bly deplorable.  It  is  the  removal  of  theiree  Blacks  from  among 
us,  that  is  to  save  us,  sooner  or  later,  from  those  dreadful  events 
foreboded  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  from  the  horrors  of  St.  Domingo. 
The  present  number  of  this  unfortunate,  degraded,  and  anoma- 
lous class  of  inhabitants  cannot  be  much  short  of  Aft//"  a  million; 
and  the  number  is  fast  increasing.  They  are  emphatically  a  mil- 
dew upon  our  fields,  a  scourge  to  our  backs,  and  a  stain  upon 
our  escutcheon.  To  remove  them  is  mercy  to  ourselves,  and 
justice  to  them. 

Viewing,  therefore,  with  the  highest  approbation,  the  exertions 
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which  are  making  by  the  friends  of  Colonization  throughout  the 
United  States,  for  the  removal  of  the  Free  Blacks  to  the  land  of 
their  fathers;  and  believing  that  the  enterprise,  if  successfully 
prosecuted,  will  meliorate  our  own  condition  and  that  of  the  Col- 
onists, and  that  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the  present  dear- 
est interests  and  future  welfare  of  our  beloved  country,  we,  as 
patriots,  christians,  and  philanthropists,  do  most  earnestly  re- 
quest and  petition  your  honorable  body  to  extend  its  energetic 
arm  for  the  complete  and  speedy  accomplishment  of  this  great 
and  glorious  undertaking.  We  would  not  presume  to  prescribe 
the  mode  by  which  your  patronage  and  assistance  shall  be  afford- 
ed: but  we  trust  that  every  constitutional  expedient  in  your 
power  will  be  adopted:  and  we  would  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that 
a  donation  of  some  portion  of  either  the  public  treasure  or  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  and  a  free  employment  of  its  navy  in 
the  transportation  of  Colonists,  will  be  among  the  most  feasible 
and  efficient  measures  which  can  be  adopted. 

Since  the  formation  of  our  Government^  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  annually  expended  for  the  maintenance  and  comfort 
of  the  North  American  Natives,  exclusive  of  the  purchase-mo- 
ney for  their  lands.  No  one  has  ever  questioned  the  policy  or 
doubted  the  justice  of  this  measure: — and  it  is  still  to  be  hoped 
that  the  good  faith  which  has  been  pledged  by  the  preceding  ad- 
ministrators of  our  government,  will  not  be  violated  by  their  suc- 
cessors. We  would  plead  the  precedent  for  the  extension  of  an 
equally  liberal  hand  to  the  oppressed  African.  His  claim,  if  not 
superior,  is  at  least  of  equal,  dignity  with  that  of  the  savage.  It 
may  be  said,  perhaps,  that  the  curse  is  forever  to  hang  upon  the 
devoted  heads  of  the  descendants  of  Ham:  But  woe  to  the  agents 
by  whom  that  curse  is  perpetuated! — Finally;  we  will  close  our 
petition  to  your  honorable  body  in  behalf  of  the  Free  Negro,  in 
the  words  of  a  Legislator  of  far  greater  eminence  and  authority 
than  Jeflferson;  "It  shall  not  seem  hard  unto  thee,  when  thou 
sendest  him  away/ree  from  thee:  And  when  thou  sendest  him 
out/ree  from  thee,  thou  shalt  not  let  him  go  away  empty.  Thou 
shalt  furnish  him  liberally  out  of  thy  flocks,  and  out  of  thy  floor, 
and  out  of  thy  wine-press:  of  that  wherewith  the  Lord  thy  God 
hath  blessed  thee,  thou  shalt  give  unto  him:  And  the  Lord  thy 
God  shall  bless  thee  in  all  that  thou  doest."      In  duty,  &c. 
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Rev.  Stephen  Gano, 
Rev.  James  Wilson, 
Rev.  Henry  Edes, 
Rev.  Nathan  B.  Crocker, 

Newport,  Mass. 
Bev.  Wm.  Patten,  D.  D- 
Rev.  Orville  Dewey, 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes, 

Nantucket,  Mass. 
Rev.  Seth  F.  Swift, 
Rev.  Stephen  Baily, 

Plymouth,  Mass. 
Rev.  James  Kendall,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Frederick  Freeman, 

Kingston,  Mass. 
Rev.  Zephaniah  Willis, 

Duxbury,  Mass. 
Rev.  John  Allyn, 

Catskill,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  David  Porter,  D.  D. 

Peterboro,  New  Torki 
Gerrit  Smith, 

Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
Jasper  Corning-, 

TVinthrop,  Maine. 
Rev.  David  Thurston, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Hon.  Mr.  Burnet, 
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Grafton,  Maine. 
Rev.  Mr.  Searle, 
Rev.  Spencer  Cone, 

Massachusetts, 
Rev.  L.  Bayley, 

Virginia. 
Gen.  John  H.  Cocke, 
Needham  L.  Washington, 
Edenton,  N.  C. 
J.  B.  Skinner, 

Saco,  Maine. 
Sarali  Cleves, 

Portland,  Maine. 
Rev.  S.  Ten  Broeck, 
Rev.  Mr.  Ripley, 
Rev.  A.  Cummings, 

Halifax  county,  Va. 
Rev.  Charles  Dresser, 

Charlestown,  Fa. 
Rev.  Alexander  Jones, 

Fredericksburg,  Fa. 
Hon.  Hugh  Mercer, 
Mrs.  Louisa  Mercer, 

Schenectady,  N.  T. 
Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott^  D.  D. 

Louisa  county,  Fa^ 
Col.  David  Bullock. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Rev.  Mr.  Guille, 

Dedham,  Mass. 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Burgess, 

Plymouth,  N.  H. 
Rev-  Jonathan  Ward, 

Augusta  county,  Va. 
Joseph  Cowan, 

Newark,  N.  J. 
Hon  Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
C.  H.  Shipman, 

Portsmouth,  N  H. 
Samuel  A.  Elliot, 

Canton,  Mass. 
Friend  Crane, 

Danvers,  Mass. 
Caleb  Oakes, 

Nashville,  Ten. 
Mrs.  Hetty  McErven, 

Fauquier  County,  Va 
Rev.  Geo.  Lemmon, 

Edgefield,  S.  C 
Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts, 

Romney,  Va, 
Rev.  Jno.  McDonald, 
John  McDowell, 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
E  F  Backus, 

Rochester,  Netv  York, 
Josiah  Bissel, 
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Norfolk,  Va. 
John  M'Phail, 
Wm.  Maxwell, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Matthew  Carey, 
Elliot  Cresson, 

Richmond,   Va. 
William  Crane, 
Fleming  James, 


Halifax  County,  Va. 
Gen  Edward  Carrington, 
Walter  C  Carrington, 

Frederick  County,  Va. 
George  Burwell, 

Mississippi. 
Hon  Edward  M'Gehee, 
Louisiana. 
Rev  Dr  James  P  Thomas. 


Dead. 


Note. — We  shall  be  thankful  to  our  friends  to  enable  us  to  supply  what 
is  deficient,  or  correct  what  is  erroneous  in  this  list.  Some  may  have  been 
made  life  Members  by  contributions  to  Auxiliaries,  of  which  we  are  not  in- 
formed. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


^MEBICJlJsr  COLOJ^IZATIOX  SOCIETY, 


AT  THEIR 


FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


This  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, in  Washington  City,  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  19th 
of  January,  1831.  A  great  number  assembled  on  this  occasion, 
and  on  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie,  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer,  one 
of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair  a  little 
before  seven  o'clock. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  and  took  their  seats  as 
Delegates: 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  New  Hampshire. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Bell. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  New  York. 

Ger^it  Smith,  Esq. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Hemphill  and  Elliott  Cresson,  Esq. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  North  Carolina. 

Gen.  Barringer,  and  Governor  Iredell. 

From  the  Caldwell  Colonization  Society,  Kentucky. 

The  Hon.  C.  Lyon. 

From  the  Meadville  Colonization  Society,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Sill. 


IV 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  Vermont, 

The  Hon.  H.  Seymour,  and  Hon.  B.  Smith. 

From  the  Auxiliary  Society^  Delatvare. 

The  Hon.  Arnold  Naudain. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  Ohio. 

The  Hon.  Judge  Burnett,  and  J.  G.  Benham,  Esq. 

Fh'om  the  Canfield  Colonization  Society,  Ohio. 

The  Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

From,  the  Neivarh  Colonization  Society,  New  Jersey. 

The  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen. 

From  the  State  Colonization  Society,  Connecticut. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Young,  and  Hon.  Mr.  Ingersoll. 

From,  the  Springfield  Colonization  Society,  Massachusetts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Bates. 

From  the  Auxiliary  Society,  Alexandria,  D.  C. 

The  Rev.  Mr,  Harrison,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cornelius. 

From  the  Auxiliary  Society,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Joel  Cruttenden,  Esq.,  Robert  P.  Dunlop,  Esq.,  and  Thomas 

Turner,  Esq. 

The  Annual  Report  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Gurley. 

Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia,  then  rose  and  said, 

Mr.  President: 

Before  offering  the  resolution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  let  me  beg  the 
friends  of  this  noble,  this  Godlike  charity,  to  persevere  in  labours  which 
have  already  been  cro%vned  with  a  success  far  beyond  the  most  sanguine 
anticipations  of  its  most  devoted  friends.  Only  nine  years  have  elapsed 
since  the  little  band  of  Colonists  landed  on  the  Cape,  and  a  nation  lias 
already,  at  your  bidding,  sprang  into  existence — a  nation  destined  to  se- 
cure to  Ethiopia,  the  fulfilment  of  the  glorious  prophecy  made  in  her  be- 
half:  for  already  have  two  of  her  Kings  thrown  down  their  crowns  at  the 
feet  of  the  infant  republic,  and  formed  with  her  a  holy  alliance — not  such 
as  the  despots  of  the  Old  World  have  dignified  with  that  proud  name, 
while  forging  new  chains  for  their  miserable  subjects — but  for  the  holy 
purpose  of  exchanging  the  guilty  traffic  in  human  flesh  and  blood  for 
legitimate  commerce — equal  laws — civilization  and  religion.  Already 
"From  many  an  ancient  river,  from  many  a  palmy  plain. 
They  call  us  to  deliver  their  land  from  error's  chain." 
They  now  ask  for  schools — factories — churches.  Nearly  2000  freemen  hare 
kindled  a  beacon  fire  at  Monrovia,  to  east  a  broad  blaze  of  light  into  the 
dark  recesaes  of  that  benighted  land: — and  although  much  pains  has  been 


Daken  to  overrate  the  eost,  and  undervalue  the  results,  yet  the  annals  of 
colonization  may  be  triumphantly  challenged  for  a  parallel.  Five  years 
of  preliminary  operations  were  requisite  for  surveying  the  coast — propiti- 
ating the  natives — and  selecting  the  most  eligible  site; — numerous  agents 
were  subsequently  employed — ships  chartered — the  forest  cleared; — 
schools — factories — hospitals— churches— government  buildings  and  dwell- 
ings erected,  and  the  many  expenses  requisite  here,  defrayed— and  yet,  for 
every  $50  expended  by  our  Society  from  its  commencement,  we  have  not 
only  a  settler  to  show,  but  an  ample  and  fertile  territory  in  reserve,  where 
our  future  emigrants  may  sit  under  their  own  vines  and  fig  trees  with  none 
to  make  them  afraid.  During  the  last  year,  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the 
united  expenditures,  in  effecting  these  objects,  has  been  exported  by  the 
colonists;  and  from  Philadelphia  alone,  11  vessels  have  sailed,  three  of  them 
chartered  through  the  efforts  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society,  and  bearing  to 
the  land  of  their  forefathers  a  large  number  of  slaves  manumitted  by  the 
benevolence  of  their  late  owners. — A  single  incident  will  tell  the  feeling 
of  these  happy  people — One  of  them  in  taking  leave  of  Capt.  Sherman  at 
the  Cape,  begged  him  to  assure  their  friends  and  benefactors  that  if  it 
pleased  the  Almighty  to  prolong  their  existence  to  old  age,  they  could 
not  be  sufficiently  grateful  to  him  and  to  them  for  the  happy  asylum  provi- 
ded for  them — and  declared  that  he  could  never  before  comprehend  why  the 
blood  and  tears  of  poor  Africa  had  been  thus  long  permitted  to  be  so 
lavishly  poured  out — but  that  the  problem  was  now  solved — Liberia 
had  already  paid  the  debt! — Go  on,  gentlemen,  with  this  noble  work — 
and  the  patriot — the  philanthropist — the  christian — even  the  selfish  cal- 
culator will  support  you.  Even  now  do  the  wants  of  this  young  nation 
demand  the  establishment  of  a  line  of  packets  to  sail  every  three  or  four 
months,  and  for  this  purpose,  depend  upon  it,  the  funds  will  be  liberally 
granted. — Connecticut  in  1828  commenced  with  a  contribution  of  $200 — in 
1830  she  increased  it  to  $1200;  and  if  we  become  not  weary  in  well  doingj, 
New  England  will  arise  in  the  majesty  of  her  strength,  and  pour  into  our 
Treasury  a  generous  portion  of  her  wealth. 

He  then  offered  the  follovv'ing  resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  its  Officers  for  the  faith- 
ful manner  iu  which  their  duties  have  been  performed  during  the  year,  and  for  the 
Report  just  read,  and  that  this  Report  be  printed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Maryland,  then  addressed  the  Chair, 
Mr.  Phesidext:  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  Resolution,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
move.  It  grows  out  of  a  melancholy  event  of  the  year  just  passed  by  and 
gone.  With  that  year,  has  passed  from  time  into  eternity,  an  intimate 
and  much-valued  friend  of  mine.  That  friend.  Sir,  was  also  a  friend  of 
this  Institution. 

"When  it  was  first  suggested  that  such  an  Institution  as  this  should  be 
called  into  existence — his  mind,  strong  by  nature,  and  highly  cultivated 
by  cdiiration,  immediately  saw  in  prospect,  a  way  opening  for  the  ame- 


lioration  of  the  condition  of  a  distressed,  degraded,  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation. He  also  saw  in  distant  view,  the  means  in  embryo,  by  which 
the  political,  moral,  and  religious  character  of  afflicted,  benighted  Africa 
might  possibly  be  improved. 

The  moment  his  mind  became  convinced — such  was  the  moral  struc- 
ture of  his  heart — he  took  a  prompt  and  zealous  agency  in  forwarding 
the  great  benevolent  objects  of  this  Society. 

You,  Sir,  cannot,  nor  can  any  one,  who  hears  the  sound  of  my  voice, 
be  at  a  loss,  as  to  the  individual  to  whom  I  allude. 

It  is  the  late  much-lamented  William  H.  Fitzhtjgh,  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents  of  this  Society. 

He  is  gone — and  by  that  dispensation  of  divine  wisdom,  to  our  limited 
view,  great — great  indeed — is  our  loss. 

I  knew  him  well,  and  all  who  knew  him,  bore  cheerful  testimony  to  his 
worth. 

Intelligent — active — blessed  with  a  large  fortune — with  a  suavity  of 
manners,  equalled  by  few  and  surpassed  by  none — he  was  useful  in  his 
day;  and  you,  Sir,  who  knew  him  well,  will  bear  me  out,  when  I  say,  that 
if  his  life  had  been  spared,  he  bid  fair  to  expand  the  sphere  of  his  useful- 
ness, and  to  become  one  of  the  ornaments  of  this  favored  land. 

But,  Sir,  the  heart  which  once  animated  this  excellent  man,  and  which 
throbbed,  at  all  times,  so  warmly  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  will  now  beat 
no  more  forever. 

It  has  gone! — Oh  where  has  it  gone?  Gone,  I  trust,  to  join  its  kindred 
spirits — the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 

He  has  left  behind,  many  who  bemoan  his  loss.  Alas!  Sir,  the  first 
upon  my  affectionate  recollection,  is  the  lovely  tender  partner  of  his  bo- 
som. The  next,  in  order,  impressed  upon  my  memory,  is  the  interesting 
circle  of  family  friends — nor  friends  more  amiable  and  estimable,  man 
ever  had. 

Let  us  mingle  our  sympathies  with  theirs,  for  the  loss  of  such  a  man. 

As  a  testimonial  thereof,  permit  me  to  ask,  that  the  resolution  which  I 
now  hand  to  the  Secretary  may  be  placed  upon  our  records. 

I  move  the  same,  and  can  only  add,  that  I  anticipate  its  immediate, 
unanimous,  and  unhesitating  adoption. 

Resolved,  That  this  Institution  is  deeply  afflicted  by  the  death  of  William  H. 
Fitzhugh,  Esq.  one  of  its  Vice-Presidents,  and  that  it  will  cherish  an  affectionate 
remembrance  of  his  eminent  private  and  public  virtues,  and  his  distinguished  ex- 
ertions in  aid  of  the  African  cause. 

When  the  Resolution  was  about  to  be  put  to  the  vote,  Mr. 
CusTis,  of  Arlington,  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as  follows: 

Sir:  Before  the  Resolution  you  hold  in  your  hand  is  offered  to  the 
unanimous  approval  of  this  Meeting,  I  crave  the  privilege  of  uttering  a 
few  words  in  discharge  of  the  solemn  duty  I  owe  to  the  memory  of  him. 
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who  ii  now  the  being  of  other  worlds.  Sir,  our  lot  ba»  fallen  on  calami- 
tous times — for  scarcely  had  we  doffed  our  mourning-  garments  for  our 
venerated  President,*  who  so  long  and  so  worthily  filled  our  Chair,  and 
who  bore  his  illustrious  name,  with  many  of  the  high  dignities,  and  all  the 
mild  charities  of  life,  pure  and  "time  honored"  to  the  grave — than  we 
must  again  assume  the  insignia  of  sorrow;  for  lo!  the  "insatiate  archer" 
hath  sped  another  shaft,  and  another  of  our  chiefs  is  hurried  to  an  un- 
timely tomb. 

Sir,  I  did  not  rise  to  pronounce  the  eulogium  of  our  lamented  friend. 
It  will  be  found  written  in  the  hearts,  and  can  be  read  in  the  eyes,  of  his 
countrymen;  yet,  as  I  knew  him  well,  as  I  loved  him  well.  Sir;  as  he  was 
near  to  me,  as  he  was  dear  to  me.  Sir;  I  thus  humbly  perform  my  last 
melancholy  duty;  and  though  no  praise  of  ours  can  now  benefit  him,  he 
continues  to  benefit  us  by  the  force  of  his  bright  example. 

Ha  was  one  of  the  earliest,  most  zealous,  and  most  faithful,  among  the 
many  zealous  and  faithful  laborers,  in  our  common  vineyard.  He  spared 
neither  his  time  nor  talents  in  the  service  of  our  cause,  and  by  his  last  will 
and  testament,  has  left  an  imperishable  monument  to  his  friendship  and 
sympathy  for  the  cause  of  the  whole  African  race.  Yes,  Sir,  and  when 
in  long  distant  day,  powerful  Liberia,  in  the  pride  and  enjoyment  of  eve- 
ry freedom  and  happiness,  shall  erect  in  her  capitol,  tablets  of  gratitude, 
in  memory  of  her  early  benefactors,  the  name  of  Fitzhuoh  will  be  graven 
thereon,  in  characters  of  pure  and  high  relief. 

The  Resolution  was  unanimous]  j  adopted. 

Gerrit  Smith,  Esq.  of  New  York,  then  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Presidkkt:  The  object  ofthe  American  Colonization  Society  is  tore- 
move  from  our  country  to  Africa  our  present  and  future  free  coloured  popula- 
tion. I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  to  have  lost  sight  ofthis  object,  if  I  make 
Africa  the  principal  theme  of  my  remarks.  This  will  not  be  thought  out  of 
place,  to  those  who  expect  great  blessings  to  flow  from  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  object  of  the  Society;  and  such  as  may  agree  with  me, 
in  the  opinion,  that  these  blessings  must  reflect  a  favourable  influence  on 
the  direct  operations  of  the  Society,  will  consider  Africa  to  be  a  subject 
not  only  excusable,  but  eminently  suited  to  this  occasion.  The  History 
of  its  better  and  brighter  days  sometimes  exerts  a  redeeming  influence  on 
a  nation.  It  is  to  the  burning  History  of  Ancient  Greece,  more  than  to 
all  other  causes,  that  modern  Greece  is  indebted  for  the  spirit  of  liberty 
and  improvement  with  which  she  is  Inspired.  And  why  may  not  Africa, 
roused  at  the  thought  of  her  ancient  glory,  endeavour  to  recover  her  ele- 
vation? Her  past  History  should  Interest  the  nations  in  her  welfare,  and 
refute  the  wicked  charge  of  the  natural  inferiority  of  her  children.  Af- 
rica was  not  always  as  she  now  is.    If  the  light  of  science  shone  not  ear- 

♦  The  Hon.  Bushrod  WASHiNOTOy,  first  President  of  the  Colonization  Society. 
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liest  in  Egypt,  yet  for  centuries  It  shone  only  there.  The  reigns  of  the 
Ptolemies  form^  a  bright  period  in  her  annals.  Alexandria,  her  Library 
and  Scholars  were  well  known  to  the  world.  Carthage  stood  prominent . 
among  the  empires  of  antiquity,  and  her  importance  is  briefly  attested 
in  the  "delenda  est  Carthago,"  so  often  pronounced  in  the  Roman  Senate. 
Nor  should  we  omit  to  mention,  that  the  mild  beams  of  Christianity,  once 
shone  upon  Africa.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  not  a  few  of  the  Fathers  of 
the  church,  Cyprian,  Augustin,  and  Tertullian  were  Africans,  and  her 
ecclesiastical  councils  were  attended  by  hundreds  of  bishops. 

We  haye  glanced  at  Africa  as  she  was,  let  us  now  look  at  her  as  she  is. 
What  contribution  has  she  brought  for  the  last  thousand  years  to  the  arts 
or  the  sciences?  Has  a  single  valuable  book,  during  that  long  period,  been 
printed  in  Africa?  Her  moral  and  intellectual  state  is  more  cheerless 
than  her  deserts,  for  in  these  we  see  some  oases,  some  cool  and  verdant 
spots;  but  her  mind  Is  a  total  waste,  presenting  a  desolation  without  one 
redeeming  feature.  The  agency  of  steam  in  propelling  boats  would  seem 
as  supernatural  in  Africa,  as  did  the  ships  of  Columbus  to  the  Aborigines 
of  this  new  world.  What  part  has  she  in  commerce?  Her  barbarism 
has  rendered  her  soil  almost  as  useless  as  though  the  ocean  had  been  per- 
mitted to  roll  over  It. 

We  may  form  some  idea  of  the  loss  incurred  by  Africa  on  account  of 
her  moral  waste,  by  conjecturing  what  would  be  the  loss  were  all  Europe 
to  be  reduced  to  the  state  in  which  Africa  is  exhibited  to  our  view.  To 
have  one-fourth  of  the  soil  uncultivated,  and  a  great  part  of  her  population 
unemployed  or  uselessly  employed,  would  be  a  mighty  drawback  on  her 
revenue,  a  drawback  to  which  her  philanthropists  and  economists  would 
never  be  reconciled. 

But  we  are  not  concerned  to  look  at  the  process  by  which  Africa  has 
been  reduced  to  her  present  degradation;  but  we  are  deeply  concerned  to 
know  how  she  may  be  raised.  What  agency  are  we  bound  to  employ 
io  effect  this  object? 

I  am  well  aware,  that  in  the  eyes  of  many,  all  efforts  for  the  heathen 
are  considered  as  the  results  of  fanaticism,  and  knight  errantry,  which 
overlook  plain  duties  to  sally  forth  to  labour  at  impracticable  objects  of 
good.  If  there  be  any  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  who  look  with  con- 
tempt upon  all  efforts  to  enlighten  and  civilize  heathen  nations,  we  admit 
that  they  have  no  sympathies  which  we  can  hope  to  reach.  Their  charity 
begins  and  ends  at  home.  But  some,  I  trust,  (and  all  Christians  should 
be  such)  have  a  sympathy  as  wide  as  the  world.  There  is  not  a  child  of 
Adam  so  remote,  as  to  fall  without  its  range. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression;  let  us  inquire  how  Africa  is  to  be 
raised  from  her  degradation— to  be  awakened  from  her  moral  death;  and 
what  part  in  effecting  this  work.  Providence  has  assigned  to  us. 

Whatever  means  may  be  employed;  we  maintain,  must  be  such  as  to 
accomplish  the  abolition   of  the  slave  trade,  or  they  will  fail;  and  both 


Anierica  and  Africa  iiulicalc  lliaL  we.  are  called  on  by  I'rovidence  to  em- 
ploy the  means  and  acconipllsii  the  work.     Good,  it  is  true,  may  be  done 
while  the  slave  trade  continues,  because  it  has  been  done.       Missionaries 
have  carried  the  religion  of  Jesus  to  some  of  her  tribes,  and  the  redeem- 
ed both  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  attest  that  they  have  not  carried  it  in  vain. 
Instances  are  not  wanting-  of  Africans,  over  whose  brutal  and  ferocious  fea- 
tures civilization  had  never  shed  one  softening;  ray,  who  have  surrendered 
themselves  up  to  tlie  pure  and  peaceful  influences  of  our  relig-ion.     The 
tig-er  has  as  much    pity  as    had  old  Africaner,   yet  he  became  one  of  the 
loveliest  specimens  of  Christian  character     Still  the  good  which  has  been 
effected,  and  we  give  full  credit  for  it  all,  has  been  occasional  and  local, 
and  had  no  permanent  bearing  on  the  great  mass  of  the  population.     As 
long  as  the  slave  trade  shall  continue,  a  sense  of  the  insecurity  of  life  and 
property  pervading  the  minds  of  tlie  African  people,  will  frustrate  our  en- 
deavours to  civilize  them.     Even  in  our  own  country,  we  find  the  march 
of  improvement  slow  and  difficult,  and  it  would  cease  but  for  the  security 
of  life  and  property.  Africa  may  be  compared  to  a  family  which  suspends 
all  improvement  while  a  law  suit  is  pending,  or  disease  threatens  the  life 
of  one  of  its  prominent  members.  Even  in  our  own  happy  country,  (hap- 
py far  beyond  any  which  the  sun  shines  on)  the  kind  mother  ventures  to 
leave  her  house  w-ith  none  in  it  but  her  infant  in  its  cradle,  and  the  fumil}- 
lie  down  to  sleep  with  unbolted  doors.  And  why'  'Tis  because  the  shield 
of  the  laws  is  over  her  infant,  and  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  is  the 
protection  of  the  family.     Look  at  Africa,  and  you  see  a  perfect  contrast. 
What  more  common  scene  thej'e,  than  tiiat  of  a  neighbourhood  filled  with 
horror  and  dismay,  villages  surprised  and  fired; — the  inhabitants,  while 
the  conflagration  glares  upon  them — some  perishing — some  escaping, — 
others  more  ill-fated,  bound  and  on  their  way  to  the  slave  ship,  which  lies 
waiting  to  receive  them.     We  sympathize  with  good  old  Jacob,  bereaved 
and  afflicted,  when  his  son  was  sold  into  slavery.     But  have  we  no  hearts 
for  the  thousands  of  Jacobs  in  Africa,  who  are  lamenting  that  Josepli  is  not, 
and  Simeon   is   not,  and   that  Benjamin,  too,  the   man  stealer  has  taken 
away.     Mothers,  so  alive  to  sympathy,  how  many  Rachels  in  Africa  are 
now  weeping  and  refusing   to  be  comforted,  because  their  children  are 
not,  the  man  stealer  has  taken  them  away '     We  have  asyhims  fiar  orphans. 
But  who  shall  gather  the  uncounted  orphans  of  Africa?     Methinks  if  we 
could  pass  over  Africa  we  should  see  many  children  weeping   over  the 
ashes  of  their  houses,  or  laying  their  heads   at    tl\e  feet  of  their  beautiful 
palm  trees  to  weep  over  murdered  parents,  or  over  the  worse  fate  to  which 
slavery  has  consigned  their  parents.     I  have  glanced  at  the  reasons  why 
Africa  cannot  be  radically  improved  while  the  slave  trade  continues.  Let 
me  illustrate  this  still  further.     Suppose  the  case  of  Africa  our  own.  Sup- 
pose our  country  were  thrown  into  apprehension — a  hundred  towns  laid, 
in  ashes,  and  ten  thousand  of  our  people  carried  into  hopeless  slavery. 
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Would  not  our  plans  of  improvement  quickly  perish?  Would  not  our 
projects,  our  roads,  schools,  banks,  courts,  be  neglectedi'  Would  not 
even  our  Legislators  desert  tlieir  ])ubHc  duties,  to  guard  their  homes  and 
families  from  the  incendiary  and  man  stealer?  But  such  is  the  condition 
of  Africa, — not  for  one  j'ear  only,  but  for  centuries  has  it  been  such — and 
such  will  it  continue  to  be,  until  the  slave  trade  shall  be  abolished.  Kow 
is  this  tiade  to  be' abolished? 

Experience  teaches  that  no  laws,  no  treaties  stop  it,  though  much  more 
might  be  done,  than  has  been  done.  By  laws  and  treaties  it  is  already  de- 
nounced, and  yet  nearl}'-  100,000  slaves  are  annually  taken  from  Africa, 
the  victims  of  cormorant  never-sated  avarice.  'I'iie  slave  trade  will  exist 
so  long  as  it  can  exist.  So  long  as  there  are  slave  ships,  there  will  be 
slaves  to  freight  them.  No  peril  of  property  or  life  will  induce  the  slave 
trader  to  abandon  it.  To  suppress  this  trade,  it  must  be  made  physical- 
ly impossible.  We  must  line  the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  with  civili- 
zed settlements.  Two  such  already  exist.  I  pass  over  Sierra  Leone. — 
Ours  exerts  a  two-fold  influence.  On  the  one  hand,  It  elevates  tl>e 
neighbouring  tribes  and  enlists  tliem  in  its  suppression;  on  the  other,  it 
presents  to  the  slave  trader,  whose  soul  no  moral  suasion  can  reach,  an 
effectual  barrier.  The  flag  that  waves  on  Cape  Montserado,  proclaims  to 
the  slave  trader,  that  tliere  is  one  spot,  even  in  Africa,  consecrated  to 
freedom — one  spot  v/hich  his  polluting  foot  sliall  not  tread.  The  single 
fact,  that  during  the  last  12  or  18  months,  100  of  the  native  children 
have  been  sent  to  the  schools  of  the  Colony,  shows  that  we  have  not 
overrated  the  happy  influence  wiiich  it  exerts  on  the  tribes  in  its  vicin- 
ity, and  that  the  slave  traders  scarce  dare  to  land  within  fifty  miles  of  the  Col- 
ony, proves  that  we  iiave  not  exaggerated  the  teri-ors  with  which  this  settle- 
ment strikes  them,  and  the  power  which  it  exerts  for  putting  down  their 
horrid  traffic. 

Such  are  the  means  and  the  only  means,  by  which  the  slave  trade  can 
be  abolished.  And  let  me  add,  that  it  is  by  the  continued  operation  of  tliese 
means  that  Africa  is  to  be  enlightened.  Every  emigrant  to  Africa  (said 
Mr.  Clay)  is  a  missionary  going  forth  with  Ills  credentials  in  the  holy  cause 
of  Civilization  and  Religion  and  free  Institutions,  and  the  colonies  wjilch  we 
will  establish,  will  be  so  many  points,  from  which  the  beams  of  Christianity 
and  Civilization  will  radiate  on  all  that  black  empire  of  ignorance  and 
sin.  These  Influences  must  be  poured  in  from  the  Western  coast.  The 
Northern  boundary  is  within  the  dominion  of  the  false  Prophet,  and  no 
light  is  to  be  exjjected  from  that  direction.  If  we  look  towards  its  eas- 
tern border,  we  look  to  the  region  and  shadow  of  deatii.  I  have  time  but 
to  glance  at  a  j'ew  of  the  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  In  support  of 
,roy  remaining  position,  that  Providence  calls  upon  us  to  regenerate  Africa. 

One  reason  is,  that  in  our  colored  population,  we  have  most  abundant 
materials,  and,  from  their  acquaintance  with  our  excellent  Institutions, 
better  materials  than  are  to  be  found   elsewhere  for  Colonists. 


XI 


Another  reason  Is,  the  pressing  and  vital  importance  of  relieving'  our- 
selves as  soon  as  practicable,  from  this  most  dangerous  element  in  our 
population. 

Another  reason  is,  that  we  are  under  pre-eminent  obligations  to  serve 
Africa,  because  we  have  surpassed  all  others  in  afflicting  and  wronging 
her.  I  do  not  mean  the  South  only,  for  the  time  has  not  been  long  gone 
by  when  Northern  merchants  found  their  most  lucrative  g'ains  from  this 
atrocious  traffic.  So  far  from  reproaching  the  South  with  the  evil  of  her 
coloured  population,  I  admit  that  the  North  owes  her  exemption,  not  to 
a  better  morality,  but  to  colder  skies  and  a  less  fertile  soil. 

1  said   in   my  opening  remarks,  that  the  blessings  our  Society   will 
confer  on  Africa,  must  reflect  immensely  favorable,   if  not  indispensable, 
influences  on  the  direct  operations   of  the  Society.     It  is  evident,  that, 
just  in  proportion  as  Africa  rises  in  the  scale  of  improvement,  will  be  the 
desire  of  our  Blacks  to  return  to  her.     The  dread   of  going  to  a  land  of 
barbarians  is   now  the  commonest  objection  amongst  them  to   our  Colo- 
nization scheme.     But  let  those  barbarians  be  converted  into  civilized 
beings, — and  their  dread  of  going  to  Africa  will  be  converted  into  a  de- 
sire to  go  there.   There  is  another  and  still  more  important  respect  in 
which  this  reflect  influence  is  to  be   viewed.     Whence  the  apathy,   that 
pervades  our  country  in  relation  to  our  black  population?      If  the  Greeks 
are  sufTering,    we  can  feel  for  them  across  a  space  of  5  or  6000  miles,  and 
minister  to  their  necessities.     Nor  can  cur  handful  of  Indians   suffer  real 
or  api)arent  wrongs,  without  arousing  the   sympathies  of  the  Nation. — 
But  who  are  there  to  feel  for  our  2,000,000  Blacks? — more  than  five-sixths 
of  whom  are  in  bondage,  and  the  other  sixth  incapable  of  freedom  on  our 
soil.     And  why  are  they  not  more  felt  for?  The  ready  answer  is,  because 
the  African  i-ace  is  despised;  because  of  the  vague  impression,  that  the 
descendants  of  Ham  are  inherently  and  naturall}'  inferior  to  ourselves  and 
others,  the  self-complacent  children  of  Shem  and  Japhet.     But,  let  Afri- 
ca begin  to  enter  upon  the  redemption  of  a  character,  which  guilty  Chris- 
tian nations  have,   for  centuries,   combined  to  keep  down   to   the  lowest 
point  of  degradation;  and  she  will  begin  to  he  respected;  and  the  condi- 
tion of  her  outcast  children  on  our  shores  will  awaken  a  livelier  sympa- 
thy.  And  when  Africa  shall  have  put  on  the  garments  of  civilization,  and  the 
influences  of  her  regeneration  shall  be  felt  throughout  this  land,    our  most 
tenacious  and  obstinate  slave-holder  will  shrink  from  the  relation  he  bears 
to  her  children.     The  poor  creature,  whom  he  formerly  regarded  as  but 
a  few  removes  above  the  brute,  will  now  present  himself  before  the  new 
associations  of  his  master's   mind  as  his  fellow-man  and  his  equal — and  the 
slave  will  be  permitted  to  go.  free.     And  then  will  even  such  slave-hold- 
er be  as  willing  as  other  slave-holders  to  aid  in  returning  our  blacks  to 
their  fatherland. 
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I  am  persuadetT,  Sir,  tliat  here  Is  a  point  on  which  I  do  not  say,  that 
our  Society  should  laj'  its  greatest  stress  and  Its  most  sanguine  hopes — 
(for  our  Society  has  nothing  to  do  directly  with  the  question  of  slavery,) 
but  I  do  sa}^  that  It  Is  a  point,  on  which  they,  who  desire  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  oiu-  country,  should  lay  their  greatest  stress  and  their  most  san- 
guine hopes.  The  jjrinciple  is  almost  as  true  In  relation  to  our  blacks, 
as  it  is  to  water.  Tliey  cannot  rise  above  their  source.  They  cannot 
rise  in  our  esteem  above  the  level  of  the  moral  state  of  the  land  of  their 
orig-in — for  we  are  ever  associating  them  with  that  land,  which  is  their 
appropriate,  their  only  home.  But  let  Africa  become  civilized,  and 
thei-e  will  be  the  same  moral  impossibihty  In  the  way  of  our  continuing 
to  hold  her  children  in  bondage,  that  we  should  have  to  encounter  In  an 
attempt  to  reduce  Englishmen  or  Frenchmen  to  bondage  on  our  shores. 
It  is  because  Africa  Is  too  ignorant  to  know  that  we  wrong  her.  It  is  be- 
cause her  debasement  is  so  great,  that  she  is  insensible  to  the  shame  we 
pour  upon  her,  that  we  j)resume  to  hold  her  and  her  people  so  cheap. — 
Whilst  the  honor  of  civilized  nations  Is  alive  to  the  least  Indignities  cast 
upon  their  subjects — poor  Afnca  might  saj'.  In  the  language  of  Inspira- 
tion: "They  have  stricken  me,  and  I  was  not  sick;  they  have  beaten  me, 
and  I  felt  it  not — when  shall  I  awake?" 

We  admit  that  in  this  way,  that  is,  through  the  renovation  of  Africa,  the 
Colonization  Society  may  exert  an  Important  Influence  on  the  question 
of  slavery — an  influence,  which  may  yet  compass  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very In  our  land.  But,  mark  you,  Sir,  it  Is  a  way  that  leads  through  a 
change — through  the  willingness  of  the  master's  mind,  and,  therefore, 
he  cannot  object  to  it.  Wlillst  the  Society  protests  that  It  has  no  designs 
on  the  rights  of  the  master  in  the  slave — or  the  property  in  his  slave, 
which  the  laws  guarantee  to  him — it  does  nevertheless  admit,  and  joyful- 
ly admit,  that  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  object  of  the  Society  must 
produce  mora!  influences  and  moral  chang'es  leading  to  the  voluntary 
emancipation  of  the  slave,  not  only  in  our  countr}',  but  throughout  the 
world, 

I  am  aware,  that  there  are  persons,  whom  it  does  not  satisfy  to  know, 
that  our  Society  has  no  other  object  but  the  removal  of  our  present  and 
future  free  black  population  to  Africa.  The  Colonization  Soclet}'  is  an 
offensive  Institution  to  them,  because,  as  they  maintain.  It  agitates  the 
question  of  slavery.  Such  persons  are  imwilling  to  have  the  subject  of 
slavery  considered  even  In  Its  most  abstract  form.  But,  Sir,  the  subject 
of  slavery  is  one,  that  will  be  considered:  it  will  be  felt  on,  and  thought  on, 
and  spoken  on.  We  must  first  blow  out  the  lights  of  this  age,  and  turn 
backward  the  swift  wheel  of  improvement,  and  quench  the  spirit,  that  Is 
now  sofearlesslysearchlngout  abuses  both  in  the  old  world  and  the  new,  be- 
fore such  a  subject  as  slavery  can  be  prevented  from  coming  under  the  pub- 
lic consideration.     And  the  slave-holder,  so  far  from  having  just  cause  to 
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complain  of  the  Colonization  Society,  has  reason  to  congratulate  himself, 
that  in  this  Institution  a  channel  is  opened  up,  in  which  the  public  feel- 
ing and  public  action  can  flow  on,  without  doing  violence  to  his  rights. 
The  closing  of  this  channel  might  be  calamitous  to  the  slave-holder  be- 
yond his  conception:  for  the  stream  of  benevolence  that  now  flows  so 
innocently  in  it,  might  then  break  out  in  forms  even  far  more  disastrous 
than  Abolition  Societies,  and  all  their  kindred  and  ill-judged  measures. 

It  is  deeply  painful  to  see  how  slow  the  people  of  our  country  are  to 
wake  up  to  this  subject — a  subject  having  such  strong  claims  on  their 
humane  and  patriotic  and  christian  feelings.  A  single  glance  at  these 
claims,  shows  that  1  do  not  overrate  them.  I  ask,  which  is  the  most  fruit- 
ful, infinitely  most  fruitful,  source  of  our  political  dissensions?  Do  I  hear 
our  Southern  brethren  say,  as  some  of  them  are  accustomed  to  say — "the 
North  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  subject  of  black  population — and  all 
their  solicitude  about  it,  is  meddling  and  officious."  I  reply,  the  North 
has  something  to  do  with  this  subject.  The  evil  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs; 
the  multitude  of  blacks  in  our  towns  in  the  North  attests,  that  we  have  a 
share  in  this  evil.  The  fact,  that  although  the  black  population  in  our  North- 
ern States  is  probably  not  more  than  a  fortieth  part  of  our  whole  popula- 
tion, yet,  that  about  one-sixth  to  one-fourth  of  our  convicts  and  paupers 
are  blacks,  attests  that  we  have  a  share  in  this  evil.  The  severe  legisla- 
tion, (I  will  not  say,  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  it  is  too  severe) — 
the  severe  legislation  of  the  slave  states,  which  drives  their  emancipated 
blacks  into  the  free  states  and  scatters  the  nuisance  there,  attests  that  we 
have  a  share  in  this  evil.  And  I  ask  in  all  kindness,  if,  in  view  of  this  legis- 
lation, it  is  not  with  an  ill  grace  that  Southern  lips  rebuke  our  complaints 
of  this  evil?  But  we  will  take  a  more  elevated  and  patriotic  view  of  the 
subject  to  show,  that  the  free  States  share  with  the  slave  States  in  this 
immeasurable  evil.  The  members  of  our  Republic  are  so  intimately 
united,  that  in  the  language  of  the  Apostle:  "vvhelher  one  member  suffer, 
all  the  members  suffer  with  it."  And  when  the  Northern  traitor  to  the 
Union  says,  "let  the  Southern  tier  of  States,  with  this  immeasurable  evil 
upon  them,  separate  from  the  Union" — we  reply,  that  the  patriot,  who 
loves  his  country,  would  as  soon  consent  to  lose  a  member  of  his  person 
as  a  portion  of  that  territory,  the  whole  of  which  is  consecrated  to  his  af- 
fections— in  view  of  the  whole  of  which  it  is,  that  he  exclaims  with  the 
Poet; 

"This  is  my  own,  my  native  land." 
And  how  important  is  it,  as  it  respects  our  character  abroad,  that  we 
hasten  to  clear  our  land  of  our  black  population?  We  boast,  that  our 
country  is  the  great  moral  and  political  light-house  of  the  world,  whose 
beams  are  guiding  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  freedom  and  happiness. 
But  how  much  brighter  would  those  beams  shine — how  much  more  con- 
sistent and  powerful  would  be  our  example,  but  for  that  population  with- 
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ixi  our  limitSj  whose  coiidition,  {yiecessary  condition,  T  will  not  deny)  is  so 
much  at  war  with  our  institutions,  and  with  that  memorable  national 
declaration — *'that  all  men  are  created  equal." 

In  conclusion,  what  cause  is  so  well  suited  as  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  to  malce  a  powerful  appeal  to  the  American  Christian?  For 
it  is  not  only  the  2,000,000  of  blacks  in  our  country,  whose  spiritual  in- 
terests it  invites  him  to  serve — but  it  is  the  hundred  millions  of  immortal 
beings  in  Africa,  to  whom  it  g-ives  him  access.  And  Africa  must  be 
Christianized.  When  I  look  at  the  sins  of  our  country  ag-ainst  her,  I  feel 
how  needful  it  is  for  our  own  sake,  that  she  be  Christianized — that  she  be 
taught  that  divine  art  of  forgiveness,  which  belongs  to  the  Christian  only. 
Mr.  Smitli  then  ofTered  tlie  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Amcricaa  Colonization  Society  commends  itself  to  great  fa- 
vor by  the  immense  benefits  it  is  conferring  on  Africa,  and  by  the  happy  and  pow- 
erful influences  which  these  benefits  must  reflect  on  the  direct  operations  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

Mr.  Doddridge,  of  Virginia,  said, 

Mr.  President;  Not  being  a  delegate  to  this  meeting",  I  hardly  know 
whether  I  have  a  right  to  offer  a  llesokition.  I  have  not  risen  to  maka 
an  address  but  to  offer  a  few  remarks  of  a  general  nature.  I  have  heard 
much  which  I  highly  approve  and  some  things,  the  utterance  of  which  I 
regret.  Enough  has  passed  to  convince  all  of  the  duty  to  aid  the  designs 
of  this  Society.  Enough  has  been  said  and  done  by  this  Society  to  de- 
monstrate the  practicability  of  its  scheme,  at  no  very  remote  period.  While 
convinced  ofthe  duty  to  promote  this  enterprise,  the  means  and  the  consti- 
tutionality of  applying  them  are  plain  and  obvious.  You,  Sir,  know  that  this 
is  not  an  opinion  of  mine,  of  to-day,  or  of  yesterday.  Circumstances  lead 
me  to  mention  one  historical  fact,  new  perhaps  to  some.  Whatever  may 
be  the  opinions  of  others,  and  of  your  fellow-citizens  of  Virginia,  as  to 
the  necessity  and  morality  of  acting,  and  as  to  the  means  required  and  to 
besought,  there  was  a  time  when  the  Legislative  Councils  of  V^irginia 
were  unanimous.  Twenty-three,  twenty-five,  and  twenty-seven  years 
ago,  Resolutions  were  adopted  by  botli  Houses  ofthe  General  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  In  secret  session,  which  had  for  their  object  to  call  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  use  the  treaty-making  power,  for  the 
acquisition  of  a  Territory  in  Africa,  which  might  contain  tlie  black  popula- 
tion ofthe  United  States.  You  have  seen  the  record  of  these  votes,  by  which, 
in  solemn  secret  session,  the  united  Councils  of  Virginia  decided  as  to  the 
duty  of  acting  and  the  modus  operandi.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  power  ofthe 
General  Government  was  invoked  by  Virginia  for  this  object,  with  almost 
Legislative  unanimity.  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  to  what  has  been  al- 
ready said.  This  Resosolution  will  look  to  the  means  of  acting.  While 
it  acknowledges  the  in  adequacy  of  the  present  means  ofthe  Society,  it  in- 
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vokes  tlie  Friends  of  tliis  Inslltutior.  to  jiress  upon  the  State  Legislatures 
and  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  importance  of  the  object 
and  to  solicit  of  them  the  aids  necessary  for  its  accomplishment.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  form  in  which  this  aid  shall  be  obtained,  I  believe  that  many  if 
not  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Yirg-inia  would  be  willing  to  be  taxed 
heavily  to  aid  this  Institution.  None  who  know  the  general  feeling  will 
doubt  that  a  ta.x  would  be  cheerfully  borne.  I  have  no  constitutional 
scruples.  1  would  therefore  seek  the  means  of  prosecuting  our  enterprise 
within  the  avowed  and  explicit  design  of  the  Society, — of  acting  on  such  of 
the  colored  pojjulation  now  free,  or  who  may  become  free  by  no  means  or 
measures  of  ours. 

He  then  oftered  the  following  resohition,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved^  That  as  this  Society  is  constitutiouaily  bound  to  co-operate,  as  far  as 
practicable,  in  the  prosecution  of  its  object,  v.itli  the  General Governnicnt  and  such 
of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the  subject;  and  as  its  own  unaided 
pon^^er  is  inadequate  to  complete  the  work  in  which  it  is  engaged,  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  friends  of  the  Society  throughout  the  country,  to  prepare  and  send  in 
memorials  in  b.>half  of  its  obj?ct  to  their  respective  State  Legislatures,  and  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  Rev.  C.  Coi.ton,  of  Massachusetts,  said, 

Mr.  Prksidkxt:  In  looking  at  the  unnatural  relations  between  the  citi- 
zens of  tiiese  States,  and  our  colored  population,  and  in  estimating  the 
comparative  increase  of  the  numbers  and  ]jiiysical  strength  of  the  latter,  it 
is  natural  if  not  unavoidable  for  the  philanthropist  and  statesman  to  feel  a 
deep  concern  at  the  aspects,  which  the  facts  of  the  case  present.  Our 
slave  population  is  more  than  2,000,000,  with  an  annual  increase  of  60,- 
000,  more  or  less.  Tlie  free  blacks  are  nearly  300,000,  with  an  annual  in- 
crease of  six  or  seven  th.ousan<l.  That  this  is  an  evil,  no  man,  in  his  sober 
senses,  can  doubt.  It  is  equally  true,  that  it  is  a  growing,  and  I  liope  I 
may  say  without  offence,  a  portentous  evil.  The  patriot  asks,  and  hu- 
manity asks,  wliere  is  the  remedy' — Is  there  any  remedy  within  the  range 
of  possibility? — any  invented? — any  instituted? 

The  only  thing.  Sir,  the  only  machinery  which  has  been  put  in  opera- 
tion, or  even  propounded  with  hope  of  success,  is  the  American  Coloni- 
zation Society,  whcjse  professed  object  it  is  to  drain  the  country  of  free 
blacks.  And  it  is  a  problem  yet  to  be  solved,  whether  any  Institution, 
or  measures  more  hopeful,  can  be  invented  and  applied  to  this  purpose. 

This  Society,  Sir,  was  formed  in  1816.  It  has  struggled  along  from 
that  time,  passing  the  ordeals  of  general  indifference,  and  varied  opposi- 
tion, gradually  securing  the  attention,  and  gaining  upon  the  sympathies 
and  confidence  of  the  public.  In  the  mean  time,  and  in  the  ver}'  cradle 
of  its  infancy,  with  only  two-penny  contributions,  the  mere  toy-money  of 
children,  it  has  accomplished  one  of  the  most  interesting,  sublime  and 
hopeful  experiments,  which  the  world  ever  saw.  The  planting,  growth, 
and  successful  establishment  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  conflicting  equal- 
ly, as  it  has  been  obliged,  with  the  warring  elements  of  nature,  and  with 
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the  gToveling  and  depraved  policies  of"  man — i)oHcies  iKirburluii  and  civili- 
zed; stands  up  before  the  world  an  unexampled  triumph  of  principle.. 
What  but  principle,  Sir,  could  have  orig-inated  and  sustained  so  humble, 
and  in  view  of  the  giddy  and  ambitious  world,  so  despicable  an  enterprise, 
as  this  seemed  to  be  in  its  priimtive  stag-e? — What  but  principle,  a  sub- 
lime and  unappreciated  moral  courage,  could  have  led  the  heroic  Ash- 
niun  to  that  grave  of  his  earthly  expectations — and  as  it  has  been  proved 
to  be,  though  unforeseen  by  him,  equally  the  theatre  of  his  immortal 
honour,  as  the  place  of  his  martyrdom?  Sir,  when  first  I  read  the  achieve- 
ments of  that  man,  it  seemed  to  me  like  romance; — and  I  remember  to 
have  said: — a  few  generations  to  come,  and  I  would  rather  have  the  hon- 
ours of  his  name  as  a  hero,  than  the  name  of  Napoleon.  And  now.  Sir,  I 
will  add: — that  when  the  once-fragrant  renown  of  the  Conqueror  of  Eu- 
rope, shall  have  degenerated  into  absolute  putrescence,  the  name  of  the 
founder  of  Liberia,  will  be  seen  in  characters  bright  and  during  as  the 
stars,  and  it  will  be  sung*  too,  a  most  enviable  destiny,  by  millions  of  ex- 
ulting and  thankful  hearts. 

Yes,  Sir:  the  establishment  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  is  a  triumph  of 
principle,  and  that  not  only  in  the  persevering  and  unyielding  virtue  of 
the  instruments,  but  also  in  the  respect — the  reverence,  which  has  been 
paid  to  it  by  an  Impartial  world.  Look,  Sir.  Yonder,  on  the  naked, 
and  exposed  coast  of  Africa — that  region  of  the  globe,  which  knows 
no  law  but  passion — where  the  wickedness  of  man,  the  most  fell 
and  the  deadliest,  prowls  with  impunity — there  stands  and  flourishes,  and 
is  fast  rising  into  importance,  a  civil  and  well-ordered  community  of  Af- 
ricans! And  If  you  ask,  what  is  their  government? — The  answer  is: — 
principle.  And  if  you  ask,  what  is  their  protection? — The  answer  is: — 
the  respect  of  the  world.  Who,  acquainted  with  the  history  of  that  long 
abused  race,  does  not  feel  awed  In  view  of  such  a  spectacle? — Every  pi- 
rate ship  that  swims  the  Ocean,  and  every  slave  ship  (which  is  also  a  pi- 
rate) knows,  that  the  Colony  of  Liberia  has  no  protection,  but  the  respect 
of  the  world — and  no  law,  but  the  force  of  her  own  public  opinion.  But 
they  dare  not  fall  upon  her,  even  though  she  is  their  declared,  and  often 
most  fatal  enemy. 

The  Colony  of  Liberia,  Sir,  is  governed  and  protected  by  the  American 
Colonization  Society — by  our  voice  uttered  here,  and  uttered  any  where. 
A  strange  spectacle.  Indeed!  Who,  uncertified  of  the  fact,  would  be- 
lieve it? 

There  Is  In  my  mind,  a  moral  grandeur,  beaming  out  from  that  point  of 
the  shore  of  Africa,  which  I  know  not  how  to  express.  It  is  a  bright  spot, 
set  upon  the  margin  of  an  immense  region,  a  region  overhung  for  ages  un- 
counted with  one  unbroken  cloud  of  darkness — a  cloud  heavy  and  deep 
as  creation's  night.  And  It  Is  a  light.  Sir,  which  this  Society  has  kindled 
there,  and  kept  burning  there,  and  till  this  hour  It  grows  brighter  and 


xvu 


brighter,  and  now  promises  to  show  its  blaze  along  those  shores,  and  back 
into  those  regions,  until  that  deep  and  vast  Continent,  from  Cape  de 
Verde  to  Gaudelfui,  and  from  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  shall  stand  up  disenthralled,  emancipated,  regenerate. 
What  man,  susceptible  and  ambitious  of  high  endeavour — what  nation 
or  people  would  not  covet  to  participate  in  such  an  enterprise? 

I  humbly  think,  Sir — and  I  dare  to  say,  standing  even  in  this  august 
chamber,  (and  here  is  the  fittest  place  to  say  it) — if  the  Colony  of  Libe- 
ria cannot  he.  protected  hy  this  nation,  she  ought  to  reahse  its  patronage — 
its  efficient  patronage; — a  patronage,  adequate  not  only  to  its  necessities 
there,  but  to  drain  the  mighty  flood  of  coloured  population,  that  is  pour- 
ing itself  upon  this  land: — to  drain  it,  I  mean,  so  far  as  would  not  inter- 
fere with  the  rights  of  property  in  the  slave,  and  the  freedom  of  the  free, — 
by  wholesome  moral  inducements — inducements  sanctioned  by  the  unan- 
imous voice  of  all  concerned.  The  act  of  Congress  of  1819,  doubtless 
contemplates  this  patronage,  as  well  as  that  it  magnanimously  recognises 
the  moral  obligation  of  this  nation  to  engage  in  this  work,  in  consideration 
of  the  guilt  of  our  ancestors,  in  the  slave  trade — a  guilt  involving  a  res- 
ponsibility entailed  upon  us  their  children.  If,  indeed,  there  be  any 
responsibility  in  the  common  sin  of  the  world,  which  has  been  done  to 
Africa,  a  portion  of  that  responsibility  doubtless  rests  upon  this  nation; — 
and  the  world  and  God  will  hold  us  accountable.  And  we  cannot  begin 
too  soon,  nor  be  too  earnest  in  the  work  of  atonement.  And  as  9^  political 
measure,  it  is  equally  the  interest,  as  it  is  the  high  and  sacred  duty  of  this 
Republic,  to  lay  its  hand  upon  this  mighty  evil — to  apply  all  convenient 
political  medicaments  to  this  social  and  political  deformity — a  deformity 
which  grows  with  our  growth,  and  strengthens  with  our  strength; — a 
monster  upon  the  body  politic,  hideous  in  its  aspects,  constraining  in  its 
influences  on  the  social  system,  and  absorbing  the  vital  energies  of  the 
community. 

Were  I  permitted  to  use  the  voice  of  a  legislator  within  these  walls  up- 
on this  interesting  and  momentous  theme,  and  if  it  were  necessary,  I 
would  invoke  the  spirit  of  my  country — of  her  patriotic  and  mighty  dead. 
Yes,  Sir,  like  the  elder  Chatham,  who  was  carried  from  his  sick  chamber 
to  the  British  House  of  Lords,  that  he  might  enter  his  solemn  protest 
against  a  meditated  and  infamous  project  in  relation  to  these  American 
Colonies — like  him,  though  for  a  different  purpose,  I  would  "invoke," 
not  alone,  nor  principally  "the  Genius  of  the  Constitution;" — but  for  the 
purpose  of  such  an  occasion,  I  would  especially  challenge  the  Genius  of 
our  Declaration  of  Independence — of  that  instrument,  which,  be  it  remem- 
bered,  makes  a  nation's  oath — a  nation's  solemn  and  direct  appeal  to  the 
high  Providence  above — an  appeal,  all  the  responsibilities  of  which  were 
assumed  in  the  face  of  the  world,  and  under  the  most  memorable,  depen- 
dent, aye,  Sir,  dependent,  and  affecting  circumstances.    And  then,  in  view 
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of  tliose  responsibilities,  and  our  circumstances  when  they  were  assumed, 
I  would  adjure  rr.y  countrymen  to  acquit  themselves  of  their  duty  to  the 
African  race. 

In  the  project  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  Sir,  the  only  ques- 
tion is: — what  is  its  prouiise,  as  a  remedj-  for  the  evil,  which  it  assays  to 
alleviate' — Something'  we  feel  must  be  done,  and  soon  done,  and  with 
misjhty  effort.  If  there  be  any  other  expedient  of  better  promise — why, 
then,  let  us  have  it.  But  where  is  it  to  be  found? — If  none — here  is  an 
actual  experiment  all  made  to  our  hands.  The  scheme  is  matured — the 
door  opened,  a  channel  is  made — and  the  tax  of  transporting  every  free 
black  in  our  country,  and  as  fast  as  they  are  made  free,  would  not  be  for- 
midable, in  case  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Colony.  Nay,  on  such  condi- 
tion, the  motives  of  emigration  might,  and  in  all  probability,  would  by 
and  by  become  sufficient  to  sustain  the  enterprise  with  little  or  no  draft 
either  on  the  public  Treasury,  or  on  the  resources  of  benevolence.  In 
six  weeks  any  coloured  man  might  earn  his  passage. 

And  though  tjie  commencement  of  the  enterprise  he  a  public  tax,  we 
should  regard  it  as  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  mighty  debt  we  owe  that 
land.  And  there  is  the  ^7orz/ of  enlightening  and  redeeming  Africa.  Is 
that  nothing'  And  besides  this,  the  work  accomplished,  would  make  the 
best  chapter  of  political  economy,  wrought  out,  that  was  ever  added  to 
our  experimental  text  book.  For,  who  does  not  know  and  feel,  that  be- 
sides the  portentous  aspects  of  our  rapidly  accumulating  coloured  popu- 
lation, the  free  blacks,  by  the  moral  necessity  of  their  civil  disabilities  are 
and  must  forever  be  a  nuisance — equally',  and  more  to  the  owner  of  slaves, 
than  to  other  members  of  the  community.  They  have  no  proper  motives 
to  ambition,  or  to  elevate  their  character.  And  the  only  effect  of  the  lit- 
tle labour  they  accomplish  is  to  viiiaie  labour. 

If,  Sir,  we  love  our  country,  we  shall  listen  to  the  claims  of  this  Institu- 
tion, and  of  that  unfortunate  race,  whom  it  has  so  nobly  taken  under  its 
patronage.  If  we  feel  our  own  share  in  the  public  responsibility  for  the 
zw/wnes  of  this  race,  we  shall  tremble  at  the  tardiness  of  this  enterprise. 
For  there  is  a  high  and  mighty  Providence  above,  chaining  to  his  throne, 
by  ties  of  indissoluble  responsibility,  the  communities  and  nations  of  this 
earth,  obliging  them,  under  the  most  fearful  penalties,  to  the  adoption  and 
use  of  the  principles  of  his  own  pure   and  beneficent  government. 

1  imagine,  Sir — nay,  methinks  I  see  the  guardian  spirit  of  Africa — of  suf- 
fering, bleeding  Africa,  (if  indeed  there  be  a  guardian  spirit  there) — Yes, 
methinks  I  see  it  waking  from  its  long — lo7isr  night — rising  from  its  bed 
of  despair,  by  the  gleam  of  hope,  which  3/ow  have  kindled  in  its  bosom,  and 
stretching  out  its  imploring-  hands  to  America.  And,  Sir,  it  is  for  us  to 
decide  the  fearful  question — whether  it  shall  lift  those  hands  in  vain — 
whether,  pierced  with  disappointment,  it  shall  fall  back  again  into  those 
cruel  arms  which  have  so  long  held  it  in  perpetual  agony. 
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Mr.  CoLTOx  tlieii  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  enterprise  to  which  this  Society  is  consecrated,  is  of  such  im- 
portance to  its  immtdiato  objects,  to  our  Countrj-,  and  to  the  cause  of  humanity  in 
genci'al,  and  its  want  of  means  to  extend  its  operations  and  arivancL-  its  designs, 
so  imperative — as  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  claim  the  auxiliarv  eiforls  of  the  Be- 
aevoletit  and  the  elKcient  patronage  of  our  General  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey,  then  said, 
Mr.  Piieside>-t;  At  this  late,  hour  I  beg-  the  piivileg-e  of  a  very  few 
words.  The  Resolution  which  I  am  about  to  offer,  regards  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade  and  our  duly  as  christians  and  as  men,  with  res- 
j)ect  to  this  tremendous  evil.  As  has  been  stated  in  the  Report,  most 
Christian  Nations  have  united  in  distinct  expressions  of  abhorrence  of 
this  traffic;  and  several  have  threatened  it  with  all  the  penalties  of  piracy 
and  employed  a  part  of  their  naval  forces  to  suppress  it.  In  this  noble  en- 
terprise, England,  France  and  the  United  States  have  concurred.  But  it 
seems  that  the  occasional  Interruption  to  which  this  trade  has  been  sub- 
jected, has  but  aggravated  its  enormity,  and  perhaps  increased  its  extent, 
and  when  we  consider  the  spirit  which  prompts  to  this  trade  there  is  no 
cause  for  wonder. 

It  is  avarice  which  feeds  the  spirit  that  animates  the  slave  trade,  and 
we  all  know  that  this  is  of  all  passions  the  most  base  and  inveterate.  It 
almost  lives  beyond  the  grave. 

What  cares  it  for  the  cries  of  afflicted  humanity! — It  has  sold  its  coun- 
try, betrayed  the  Saviour,  and  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver  it  would  betray  a 
world.  The  congregated  navies  of  the  world,  I  fear,  can  never  suppress 
this  traffic.  And  must  we  therefore  mourn  over  it  and  sit  down  in  des- 
pair? 1  trust  not.  Light  begins  to  beam  upon  us;  Africa  pleads  her  own 
wrongs,  and  God  in  his  providence  has  opened  a  door  for  a  mighty  deliv- 
erance. It  may  be  considered  as  enthusiasm,  but  I  love  to  cherish  such 
enthusiasm.  Let  the  coast  of  Africa  be  once  studded  with  settlements 
of  emancipated  and  christian  men,  and  a  bulwark  would  be  reared  against 
the  slave  trade  more  effective  than  a  thousand  navies.  Was  it  ever  heard 
that  white  men  were  surprised  and  borne  away  in  slave  ships  as  the  sub- 
jects of  this  traffic?  The  answer  and  the  reason  of  it  point  to  the  mode 
of  relief.  We  must  plead  the  cause  of  Africa  on  her  own  shores.  We  must 
enlighten  the  Africans  themselves  on  the  nature  of  this  evil.  We  must 
raise  in  their  minds  a  fixed  abhorrence  of  its  enormities.  There  will  be  no 
ships  with  human  cargoes  if  we  cut  off"  the  supply.  We  must  by  our  set- 
tlements point  the  African  kidnapper  to  a  more  profitable  commerce  than 
that  in  the  blood  and  heartstrings  of  his  fellow  men.  This,  it  will  be  said, 
requires  time.  It  will  require  time,  but  not  so  many  years  as  bear  record 
against  us  for  our  counten.ance  of  this  horrid  commerce.  We  have  one 
flourishing  settlement.  And  I  rejoice  to  say,  in  this  Legislative  Hall  of 
my  country,  I  congratulate  here  the  friends  of  this  Society,  that  away  is 


opening  before  us  by  which  we  may  wipe  off  the  stains  of  guilt  that  now 
abicle  upon  us. 

He  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  slave  trade  is  not  to  be  suppress- 
ed, without  more  united  and  vigorous  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  several  govern- 
ments of  Christendom,  and  that  both  Humanity  and  Religion,  invoke  all  conscien- 
tious and  enlightened  statesmen  to  consider  and  adopt  more  effectual  measures, 
for  putting  down  forever  this  abominable  traffic. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Bates,  of  Massachusetts,  said: 

He  rose  not  for  tlie  purpose  of  addressing-  the  Society,  but  of  offering  a 
resohition.  As  the  representative  of  one  of  its  branches,  he  had  been 
honoured  with  an  invitation  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  evening, 
but  he  had  dechned  it.  Not  that  he  felt  no  interest  in  the  occasion,  nor 
that  the  Society  he  represented  felt  none:  Quite  the  contrary.  The  ob- 
ject is  great  and  glorious — one  tiiat  interests  the  heart  and  commands  the 
approbation  and  the  admiration  of  every  friend  of  the  human  family — one, 
however,  that  will  require  a  great,  and  concentrated,  and  mighty  effort 
for  its  accomplishment,  and  towards  which,  what  this  Society  has  done,  is 
only  preliminary  and  preparatory.  But,  he  said,  considering  the  State  from 
which  he  came,  the  delicate  nature  of  the  subject  under  consideration  in 
its  connection  and  bearing  upon  other  subjects,  and  the  sensitive  feeling 
of  a  portion  of  the  public  in  relation  to  it,  he  thought  he  could  best  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  the  Society  by  remaining  silent.  He  remarked  that 
the)',  in  Massachusetts,  were  willing  to  follow  in  the  path  which  we  might 
trace  for  them — to  labor  in  such  a  cause  whenever,  and  wherever,  and 
however  we  might  direct,  without  wishing  to  dictate  or  advise.  That  it 
was  an  object  deep  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  people  of  his  Slate,  but 
one  with  which  the  people  of  the  South  are  best  acquainted,  and  in  which 
most  interested,  and  therefore  that  they  were  content  to  act  in  entire  sub- 
oiHiination  to  the  views  of  the  Society.  He  observed  that  his  relation  to  the 
Auxiliary  Societies  required  him  to  state  tliat  the  Resolution  he  was  about 
to  offer,  was  put  into  his  hands  for  that  purpose;  and  he  only  regretted 
that  those  Societies  had  not  higher  claims  to  the  acknowledgment  it  in- 
volves.    He  offered  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  tharilts  of  this  niceting  be  presented  to  the  various  Auxiliary- 
Societies  for  their  generous  etlbrts  and  contributions  in  aid  of  the  great  enterprise 
of  this  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Clergy  of  the 
U.  States,  for  their  efficient  aid  in  promoting  the  objects  of  this  Society,  and  that 
they  be  earnestly  solicited  to  take  un  collections  annually  for  its  benefit,  on  the 
4th  of  July, 

Tlie  Meeting  di-awing  near  its  close,  Mr.  Custis  again  ad- 
dressed the  Chair,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Phksident:  I  hope  I  maybe  indulged,  as  an  old  and  faithful  servant 
in  the  cause,  with  a  few  additional  remarks.  It  might  appear  from  some 
parts  of  the  addresses  to  which  we  have  listened,  that  the  people  of  the 
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Soutliern  Slates  were  responsible  in  their  own  proper  persons,  for  the 
evils  which  have  been  imposed  upon  tiiem  by  others.  I  rise,  Sir,  to  vin- 
dicate my  native  country. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  evil  which  we  have  inherited,  was 
brought  upon  us  against  our  remonstrances  and  our  ]Mayers,  by  our  an- 
cient Rulers.  Sir,  it  was  while  our  ancestors  were  British  subjects,  that 
this  evil  was  brought  upon  us.  The  Colonists  remonstrated  in  their  legis- 
lative capacity  and  through  the  Press;  but  no,  the  interest,  the  revenue 
of  the  Mother  Country  required  the  trade. 

Permit  me  to  say  to  our  Northern  friends,  that  some  amiable  feelings 
arc  to  be  found  in  Southern  bosoms.  We  ardently  pray  to  be  delivered 
from  the  evil  of  slavery,  and  hope  the  hour  of  deliverance  will  come. — 
Let  not,  then,  blows  be  inflicted,  which  we  do  not  deserve.  1  trust  that 
this  noble  charity  has  at  length  opened  tlie  way,  by  which  we  may  be 
saved  from  our  heaviest  calamity.  If  there  is  any  better  mode  of  acting 
on  this  subject,  we  will  honour  the  discoverer,  abandon  our  views,  and 
adopt  his. 

Some  benevolent  minds  in  the  overflowings  of  their  philanthropy,  advo- 
cate amalgamation  of  tiie  two  classes,  saying,  let  the  coloured  class  be 
freed,  and  remain  among  us  as  denizens  of  the  Empire;  surely  all  classes 
of  mankind  are  alike  descended  from  the  primitive  parentage  of  Eden, 
then  why  not  intermingle  in  one  common  society  as  friends  and  brothers. 
No,  Sir,  no.  1  hope  to  prove  at  no  verj'  distant  day,  that  a  Southron  can 
make  sacrifices  for  the  cause  of  Colonization  beyond  seas;  but  for  a  Home 
Department  in  those  matters,  I  repeat,  no.  Sir,  no.  What  right,  I  demand, 
have  the  children  of  Africa  to  an  homestead  in  the  white  man's  country? 
If,  as  is  most  true,  the  crimes  of  the  white  man  robbed  Africa  of  her  sons, 
let  atonement  be  made  by  returning  the  descendants  of  the  stolen  to  the 
clime  of  their  ancestors,  and  then  all  the  claims  of  redeeming  justice  will 
have  been  discharged-  There  let  centuries  of  future  riglits  atone  for  cen- 
turies of  past  wrongs.  Let  the  regenerated  African  rise  to  Empire;  nay, 
let  Genius  flourish,  and  Philosophy  shed  its  mild  beams  to  enlighten  and 
instruct  the  posterity  of  Ham,  returning  "redeemed  and  disenthralled," 
from  their  long  captivity  in  the  New  World.  But,  Sir,  be  all  these  bene- 
fits enjoyed  by  the  African  race  under  the  shade  of  their  native  palms. — 
Let  the  Atlantic  billow  heave  its  high  and  everlasting  barrier  between 
their  country  and  ours.  Let  this  fair  land,  which  the  white  man  won  by 
his  chivalry,  which  he  has  adorned  by  the  arts  and  elegancies  of  polished 
life,  be  kept  sacred  for  his  descendants,  untarnished  by  the  foot  print  of 
him  who  hath  even  been  a  slave.  Sir,  a  mighty  appeal  is  about  being 
made  for  Africa,  both  in  Europe  and  here;  may  it  be  as  successful  as  the 
warmest,  nay  wildest  dreams  of  Poetry  or  Philanthropy  could  desire  it  to 
be,  and  new  states  and  nations  spring  up,  and  be  multiplied;  but  let  them 
be  in  the  land  of  the  Lion,  Su',  not  wlicre  the  Eagle  his  eyry  builds. 
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At  every  Anniversary  Meeting-,  there  has  been  cause  to  congratulate 
this  Society  upon  its  rise,  progress,  and  success;  we  may  now  rejoice  that 
the  experiment  has  been  fully  tried;  that  the  project  of  colonizing  Free 
Persons  of  Colour  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  has  been  fairly  weighed  in  the 
balance,  and  has  not  been  found  wanting;  for  hfhpJd,  where  yesterday 
stretciied  a  dark  and  dismal  coast,  is  now  heard  the  busy  num  of  industry; 
the  arts  are  there,  too,  with  education,  and  the  blessed  influences  of  Chris- 
tianity; all,  all  now  flourish,  where  of  late  was  only  the  desert  gloom  of  bar- 
barism. And  if  a  few  short  years  have  accomplished  so  much,  what  may 
not  half  a  century  do.  But  let  us  admit  that  a  century  will  be  requisite  to 
complete  the  mighty  work.  I  repeat,  in  this  Palace  of  the  Supreme  Le- 
gislature, that  no  century  in  the  many  which  I  trust  will  occur  in  the  long 
enduring  age  of  our  Empire,  will  more  proudly  adorn  the  historic  page, 
than  that  which  embraces  in  its  annals  the  annihilation  of  slavery. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  say,  that  the  remarks  made  by  our  worthy  friend  and 
mosthberal  benefactor,  (Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,)  have  done  honor  to  this  As- 
sociation. From  that  gentleman,  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  to  admire  in 
feelings  and  sentiments  which  are  truly  American.  But  let  me  say,  that 
some  allowances  should  be  made  for  those  who,  in  point  of  local  situation, 
are  not  so  happy  as  himself.  When  from  the  land  where  dwells  the  free- 
man only,  you  gaze  around  you,  you  behold  a  country  thickly  peopled, 
and  all  delighting  in  the  business  and  enjoyment  of  social  and  individual 
life.  'Tis  a  sunny  scene.  Sir,  without  a  single  cloud  to  obscure  its  res- 
plendent sky.  Such  may  our  worthy  friend  enjoy  from  the  heights  of 
Oneida,  and  long  may  he  live  to  enjoy  it.  I  greet  him  well,  that  his  lot 
has  been  cast  in  such  "pleasant  places,"  and  that  his  region  has  not  en- 
dured the  misfortunes  of  ours.  Happier,  far  happier  is  his  lot,  than  if  a 
Southern  atmosphere  had  tanned  his  cheek.  Yet,  with  all  our  misfor- 
tunes. Sir,  I  hope  time  will  prove,  that  we  have  some  redeeming  qualities; 
and  should  Heaven  bless  our  honest  endeavours,  we  shall  leave  to  our  pos- 
terity, a  better  inheritance  than  we  received  from  our  ancestors.  A  new 
spirit  is  awakened,  and  walks  abroad  in  our  land.  Light  shines,  and  the 
mists  of  error  are  clearing  away.  We  trust  that  from  the  influences  of 
this  magnificent  charity,  ours  will  in  time  be  no  longer  the  land  of  the 
slave 

May  it  please  that  Providence,  which,  through  so  many  trials,  has  pre- 
served the  old,  the  venerable  South,  the  land  of  genius  and  patriotism, 
tlie  home  of  the  high-minded  and  hospitable,  still  to  protect  her  destinies, 
and  give  speed  to  this  benign  Institution,  which  never  will  cause  to  hu- 
manity a  tear,  and  may  give  joy  and  happiness  to  millions. 

On  motioii  by  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  noble  resolution  and  energy,  with  which  the  Pennsylvania 
Society,  and  especially  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  have  assisted  the  endeavours 
of  this  Society,  deserve  to  be  remembered  with  gratitude  and  held  up  before 
the  public  as  most  worthy  of  universal  imitation. 
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On  motion  by  W.  W.  Seatox,  Esq.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  ])resented  to  Richard  Smith,  the 
Treasurer,  for  his  long  continued,  able  and  gratuitous  services. 

On  motion  by  Hon.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  seconded  by  J.  S.  Ben- 
ham,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  approves  of  the  consistency  with  which  the 
Managers  have  adhered  to  the  originally  avowed  object  of  the  Society  as  expressed 
in  its  constitution,  "the  colonizing  (with  their  own  consent)  the  free  people  of  colour 
of  the  U.  States  on  the  coast  of  Africa  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem 
expedient,"  and  that  it  believes  the  success  of  the  Society  to  depend  in  future  on  a 
strict  adherence  to  its  original  principles. 

The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Benham,  on  seconding 
the  Resolution: 

Mr.  President:  In  rising  to  second  tlie  resolution  just  submitted  by 
my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  participate  in  the 
discussion  of  the  very  interesting  topics  which  have  been  presented  for 
consideration.  The  benevolence  of  your  noble  enterprise — its  practica- 
bility— its  peaceful  character — its  compatibility  with  existing  rights  of  do- 
minion, as  acknowledged  by  our  political  institutions,  and  its  meritorious 
claims  upon  the  justice,  patriotism,  and  humanity  of  our  country,  have 
been  judiciously  and  eloquently  pourtrayed  by  the  honorable  Delegate 
from  New  York  (\rr.  Smith).  I  trust  that  gentleman  will  pardon  me  for 
expressing  the  sincere  pleasure  and  satisfaction  I  felt,  in  common  I  am 
sure  with  every  friend  of  Colonization,  in  listening  to  his  just  and  states- 
man-like exposition  of  tlie  views  and  objects  of  your  Society.  It  was  in- 
deed, Sir,  well  calculated  to  put  to  flight  the  unjust  suspicions  and  calum- 
nies which  have  lately  been  cast  upon  it  and  its  friends,  from  a  quarter 
not  anticipated  by  the  patriots  under  whose  auspices  it  was  established. 
I  concur,  Sir,  in  the  sentiment  which  the  resolution  before  you  contains, 
that  the  present  prosperity  and  ultimate  success  of  this  Society  depend 
upon  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  principles  in  which  it  was  originally 
founded.  Its  primary  object  now  is,  and  ever  has  been,  to"Colonize,  with 
their  own  consent,  free  People  of  Colour  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  or  else- 
where, as  Congress  may  deem  expedient.  And,  Sir,  I  am  unwilling  to 
admit,  under  any  circumstances,  and  particularly  in  this  Hall,  that  it  ever 
has  swerved  from  this  cardinal  object.  It  is  true,  that  the  friends  of  Afri- 
can Colonization  ever  have  and  do  now  anticipate  that  the  moral  influence 
of  this  Association  will  encourage  voluntary  emancipation;  and  by  remov- 
ing the  evil  against  which  the  laws  restricting  emancipation  were  intend- 
ed to  guard,  induce  those  States  so  distinguished  for  their  chivalry 
and  Independence,  not  only  to  modify  or  abrogate  those  laws,  but  to  en- 
act others  for  the  safe  and  gradual  abolition  of  slavery — and  thus  in  time  to 
obliterate  the  only  stain  u])on  the  freedom  of  our  pohtical  institutions.  It 
is  equally  true.  Sir,  that  these  sentiments  were  not  only  entertained  by 
the  primitive  patr.ons  of  the  Society,  but  promulgated  to  the  world  in  its 
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Jirst  .inmial  Report,  in  the  speeches  of  its  late  much  lamented  President, 
(Judge  Washington,)  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Mr.  liandolph — as  also  in  the  letters 
of  Mr.  Jeflfcrson  and  Mr.  Harper.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  friends  of 
Colonization,  before  your  Constitution  was  adopted,  Mr.  Randolph  re- 
marked, that  if  a  place  could  be  provided  for  their  reception,  and  a  mode 
of  sending  them  hence,  there  were  hundreds,  nay  thousands,  who  would 
by  manumitting  their  slaves  relieve  themselves  from  the  cares  attendant 
■on  their  possession.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  the  letter  referred  to,  now  among 
the  archives  of  your  Society,  states,  "that  he  had  long  made  up  his  mind 
on  the  subject  of  Colonization,  and  that  he  had  ever  thought  that  the 
most  desirable  measure  which  could  be  adopted  for  gradually  drawing  off 
this  pa  I  of  our  population."  These  being  the  sentiments  of  the  patri- 
otic and  pious  men  who  founded  this  Society,  (always,  however,  pro- 
testing against  any  interference  with  the  existing  relations  between  mas- 
ter and  slave,)  it  was  one  of  the  first  charges  brought  against  it,  by  the 
friends  of  abolition,  that  it  was  an  ingeniously  devised  scheme  of  the  slave 
states,  to  enhance  the  value  of  their  slaves,  and  to  rivet  faster  upon  them 
the  chains  of  bondage.  The  fact,  Sir,  that  African  Colonization  was,  ma- 
ny years  before  the  organization  of  this  Society,  a  subject  of  grave  and 
solemn  cogitation  in  the  secretsessionsof  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and 
the  consequent  negotiations  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  while  President  of  the  U. 
States,  at  her  request,  with  the  British  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  the 
Portuguese,  to  procure  territory  for  the  purpose,  abundantly  evince  the 
lively  interest  felt  in  the  ancient  dominion.  Georgia  and  South  Carolina 
too,  were  ranked  among  our  early  friends. 

I  have  referred  to  these  facts,  v/hich  are  connected  with  our  early  his- 
tory, to  repel  a  charge  lately  preferred  against  us  by  certain  misguided 
politicians — that  your  Society  has  acted  perfidiously,  and  in  violation  of 
the  principles  professed  by  its  founders.  Sir,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all, 
that  nothing  can  be  more  gratuitous,  than  this  accusation  As  much  as 
this  Society  desires  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  that  degraded  caste  of 
human  beings,  and  to  check  the  growth  of  that  moral  and  political  evil 
which  sooner  or  later,  if  not  remedied,  may  dig  the  grave  of  this  repub- 
lic, I  trust  she  will  ever  sedulously  abstain  from  taking  a  step  calculated 
in  the  remotest  degree  to  jeopard  the  domestic  tranquility  of  any  portion 
of  this  Union;  indeed.  Sir,  to  ensure  and  perpetuate  domestic  peace  and 
the  integrity  of  our  Union,  are  important  desiderata  in  view. 

Before  I  resume  my  seat,  1  deem  it  my  duty,  as  a  Representative  of  one 
of  the  oldest  Auxiliaries  in  the  West,  to  assure  our  friends  on  this  side  the 
mountains,  that  although  the  enterprise  is  gigantic,  and  our  means  com- 
paratively small,  we  are  not  discouraged.  Many  of  your  Western  friends 
are  animated  by  a  confidence  and  a  zeal  that  will  not  soon  be  weary  in 
well  doing.     Ours  is  a  government  of  opinion,  and  its  population  is  intel- 
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ligent  and  curious;  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  and  its  concomitant  evils 
the  film  is  fast  falling' from  the  eyes  of  the  people — the  day  cannot  there- 
fore be  distant,  when  that  which  private  charity  has  sown  in  weakness  will 
be  raised  in  strength,  by  pubhc  munificence.  A  few  years  ago  the  So- 
ciety I  now  have  the  honor  to  represent,  was  formed  under  very  inauspi- 
cious circumstances,  even  in  the  flourishing,  public  spirited,  and  enter- 
prising city  of  Cincinnati.  And  now  Ohio  numbers  upwards  of  eighty 
Auxiliaries.  Who  that  has  observed  our  prosperity  within  the  last  few 
years  is  so  faint-hearted  as  to  expect  the  dimming  of  our  little  star,  which 
now  shines  between  the  burning  tropics.  Sir,  Ethiopia  must  be  civiliz- 
ed— until  she  is,  we  shall  pray  in  vain  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade — 
or  that  her  rights  will  be  respected,  or  her  wrongs  redressed.  Until  the 
arts  and  sciences  shall  take  root  in  her  soil — until  the  gory  crescent  of 
Mahomet  shall  be  supplanted  by  the  Cross,  her  waitings  and  lamentations 
will  not  reach  us — they  will  die  away  upon  the  ocean  as  they  have  done 
for  centuries,  like  the  scream  of  the  lone  sea-bird,  for  the  want  of  a  moral 
momentum  to  waft  them  across  it. 

On  motion  by  Rev.  Wm.  Hawlev,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  C.  F, 
Mercer,  for  the  able  and  dignified  manner  with  which  he  has*  presided  OTer  t!i» 
deliberations  of  this  Society  on  its  14th  Annivcriary. 


The  Society  then  Adjourned. 
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REPORT. 


So  brief  and  uncertain  is  the  period  of  human  life,  that 
each  successive  Anniversary  of  this  Society  must  be  expect- 
ed to  bring  with  it,  the  painful  duty  of  recording  the  de- 
cease, and  rendering  an  humble  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  some  of  its  most  valued  members. 

On  this  occasion,  the  Managers  would  do  violence  to  their 
own  feelings  as  well  as  injustice  to  the  Society,  were  they  to 
omit  the  expression  of  their  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  one  of 
the  earliest,  ablest,  and  most  devoted  friends  to  this  In- 
stitution. The  character  of  William  H.  Fitzhugh,  Estj. 
of  Virginia,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  this  Society, 
exhibited  a  rare  combination  of  those  intellectual  and  moral 
qualities  which  command  esteem  and  admiration  in  private, 
and  honor  and  success  in  public  life. 

Blest  with  an  ample  fortune  and  a  richly  endowed  mind, 
and  having  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  best  education  and 
the  most  refined  society,  Mr.  Fitzhugh  came  before  the  pub- 
lic with  the  fairest  promise  and  the  brightest  hopes.  In  the 
House  of  Delegates,  in  the  Senate,  and  more  recently  in  the 
Convention  of  Virginia,  his  political  knowledge  and  his 
eloquence  in  debate,  not  less  than  the  purity  of  his  motives, 
the  urbanity  of  his  manners,  and  the  candour  and  magna- 
nimity of  his  disposition  awakened  universal  respect,  and  se- 
cured for  his  opinions  that  consideration  and  influence  which 
few  men  at  his  period  of  life  are  so  fortunate  as  to  acquire. 
The  design  of  this  Society  early  commended  itself  to  the 
thoughts  and  affections  of  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  as  extremely  in- 
teresting to  his  native  State,  important  to  the  Nation,  and 
admirably  adapted  to  produce  results  which  must  gratify 
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alike  the  humane,  the  philanthropic,  and  thechristiamwind. 
A  citizen,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  large  estate  in  the  South, 
he  could  discern,  neither  in  the  principles  nor  proceedings  of 
this  Society,  any  thing  unfriendly  to  the  rights  or  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  our  Southern  communities.  At  the  time 
when,  to  this  Institution  few  gave  their  countenance  and 
fewer  their  support,  when  it  was  pronounced  worthless  by 
some,  and  dangerous  by  others,  when  its  means  were  scanty 
and  its  operations  embarrassed,  Mr.  Fitzhugli  was  ever 
ready  to  advocate  its  claims  and  contribute  to  aid  its  resour- 
ees.  Nor  were  his  efforts  the  effect  of  a  sliort-lived  enthu- 
siasm. He  continued,  on  all  proper  occasions,  to  stand 
forth  as  tiie  fearless  and  eloquent  defender  of  the  views  of 
the  Society,  and  by  his  resolutions  submitted  to  the  general 
meeting  at  its  ninth  anniversary,  by  his  letter  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  in  1826,  and  by  his  essays  un- 
der the  signature  of  Opimius,  which  appeared  during  the 
same  year  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  he  explained  the  prin- 
ciples, demonstrated  the  practicableness,  and  enforced  the 
importance  of  the  enterprise  in  which  it  is  engaged.  Fully 
convinced  that  this  enterprise  merited  the  ])atronage  of  the 
Nation,  he  showed,  conclusively,  that  to  assist  it  would  well 
accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  with  the  uni- 
form practice  of  the  Federal  Government.  Suddenly  has 
he  fallen  in  all  the  vigour  of  his  intellect  and  strength  of  his 
manhood;  and  honor,  and  friendship,  patriotism,  and  philan- 
thropy have  wept  over  his  tomb.  Be  it  ours  to  emulate  his 
virtues  and  sacredly  and  forever  to  cherish  within  our  hearts 
the  memory  of  his  worth. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  last  report  of  the  Managers  that 
the  State  Society  of  Pennsylvania  had  come  forward  with 
great  resolution  and  energy  to  assist  the  enterprise  of  this 
Institution,  and  that  in  consequence,  the  brig  Liberia,  Capt. 
Sherman,  had  been  chartered  to  convey  emigrants  to  the 
Colony.  This  vessel,  having  on  board  Dr.  J.  W.  Ander- 
son, Assistant  Agent  and   Physician  to  the  Colony,   two 


Swiss  Missioiiai'ies,  with  fifty-eight  coloui-ed  passengel-s, 
forty-nine  of  which  were  liberated  slaves,  sailed  from  Hamp- 
ton roads  on  the  16th  of  January,  and  arrived  at  Liberia 
on  the  27th  of  the  next  month.  Thirty  slaves  liberated  by 
Joel  Early,  Esq.  of  Georgia,  and  which  were  expected  to 
embark  in  this  vessel,  did  not  arrive  at  Norfolk  until  some 
days  after  her  departure.  This  circumstance,  together 
with  the  encouraging  evidences  of  liberality  on  the  part  of 
the  public,  and  especially  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in- 
duced tiie  Board  soon  after  to  charter  the  brig  Montgomery, 
Capt.  Winby;  which,  with  seventy  emigrants,  sixty-four  of 
which  were  liberated  slaves,  sailed  from  Norfolk  on  the  29th  of 
April,  and  arrived  at  the  Colony  early  in  June.  The  entire 
expense  of  the  passage  and  provisions  of  the  liberated  slaves 
in  these  expeditions,  amounting  to  §3,214  22,  was  defrayed 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Society.  The  emigrants  by  these  two 
vessels  were  landed  in  good  health,  but  the  fever  with  which 
they  were  afflicted  soon  after  their  arrival,  proved  uncom- 
monly severe,  and  owing  to  various  causes,  but  more  par- 
ticularly to  imprudence  and  the  want  of  medical  attentions, 
in  consequence  of  the  early  and  lamented  death  of  Dr.  An- 
derson, the  only  Physician  in  the  Colony,  a  considerable 
number  fell  victims  to  its  power. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Liberia, 
the  Colonial  Agent,  Dr.  Mechlin,  who  had  long  suffered 
from  the  disease  of  the  climate,  was  compelled  to  take  pas- 
sage for  the  United  States,  and  upon  Dr.  Anderson,  then  in 
health,  was  devolved  the  administration  of  the  Government 
and  affairs  of  the  Colony.  The  duties  of  the  Colonial  Agen- 
cy, were  for  several  weeks,  honourably  and  successfully 
discharged  by  this  estimable  man,  who  on  the  12th  of  April, 
after  an  illness  of  ten  days,  was  removed  from  his  earthly 
labours  to  his  eternal  reward. 

If  a  sound  understanding  and  much  practical  good  sense, 
if  modesty  of  deportment  and  kindness  of  disposition,  if  un- 
bending integrity  and  a  holy  devotedness  to  the  interests  of 


mankind  and  the  cause  of  God,  if  these  entitle  the  dead  to 
the  remembrances  of  the  living,  the  name  and  the  virtues 
of  Dr.  Anderson  are  secure  from  oblivion.  Ho  has  gone 
indeed  to  that  blest  company,  wIjo  have  cheerfully  sacrifi- 
ced life  in  tlie  work  of  benevolence  and  the  service  of  Christ, 
but  whose  example  survives  them  and  shall  stand  as  a 
memorial  of  them  unto  all  generations. 

Nor  here  can  the  Managers  pass  without  notice,  the  de- 
cease of  the  Rev.  George  M.  Erskine,  a  man  of  colour  from 
the  State  of  Tennessee  and  a  minister  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  from  whose  exemplary  and  pious  efforts,  great 
good  was  reasonably  expected.  Originally  a  slave,  Mr. 
Erskine,  by  his  industry  and  good  conduct,  obtained  both 
his  own  freedom  and  that  of  his  family,  and,  with  few  advan- 
tages of  education,  the  ability  to  preach  the  gospel  in  a  res- 
pectable and  useful  manner.  A  deep  concern  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  Brethren,  induced  him  to  emigrate  to  Liberia, 
and  his  death  must  he  regarded  as  one  of  those  events,  the 
reasons  for  which  are  mysteriously  concealed  by  the  Divine 
Wisdom  from  the  understandings  of  mortals. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  after  a  passage  of  live  months,  (the 
ignorance  of  the  Captain  who  had  engaged  to  transport 
them  having  compelled  the  Agent  to  abandon  his  vessel  and 
charter  a  British  Brig  at  the  Island  of  Barbadoes)  arrived 
at  the  Colony  ninety-one  recaptured  Africans  sent  out  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  These  persons,  to- 
gether with  the  emigrants  by  the  Liberia  and  Montgomery, 
have  been  settled  for  the  present  at  Caldwell  and  in  its  vi- 
cinity; and  of  the  slaves  emancipated  by  Mr.  Early,  only 
two  small  children,  and  of  tlie  ninety-one  recaptured  Afri- 
cans not  an  individual  died,  from  the  effects  of  climate.  Of 
the  latter  (who  had  been  residing  in  the  state  of  Georgia) 
"I  cannot  perceive  (says  the  Agent)  that  the  climate  has  any 
effect  upon  them.  They  have  all  been  placed  on  lands  as- 
signed to  them,  and  hav^e  already  constructed  twenty  supe- 
rior country  houses,  thatched  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  them- 


selves  and  far  surpassing  those  of  tlic  natives.  As  regards 
the  old  ones  of  this  class,  I  consider  them  as  the  most  inde- 
pendent men  whom  we  have.  Could  you  behold  their  neat 
town  of  New  Georgia,  you  would  be  deliglitcd,  and  could 
hardly  believe  that  these  were  the  individuals,  who  when  in 
the  United  States  in  a  state  of  bondage  had  no  thought  for  the 
morrow.  They  supply  our  town  with  vegetables,  mellons, 
fowls,  &c.  &c.  The  readiness  w4th  which  their  sales  have 
been  effected,,  has  given  a  spur  to  their  industry." 

The  Colonial  Agent,  Dr.  Mechlin,  in  hopes  that  his 
health  might  be  improved  by  the  voyage,  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  the  month  of  May.  A  relaxation  from  his 
labours,  and  the  air  of  his  native  land,  soon  restored  his 
strength;  and  having  enjoyed  for  several  months  the  socie- 
ty of  his  friends,  communicated  much  valuable  information 
to  the  Board  of  Managers,  conferred  with  them  and  receiv- 
ed their  instructions  on  all  subjects  relative  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Colony,  he  took  passage  for  Liberia  on  the  20th  of 
October. 

During  his  absence,  the  duties  of  the  Colonial  Agency, 
■were,  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Anderson,  performed  by  the 
Vice-Agent,  Mr.  Anthony  D.  "Williams,  in  a  faithful,  pru- 
dent and  energetic  manner. 

The  visit  of  Mr.  Francis  Devany,  one  of  the  ear- 
liest and  most  respectable  of  the  Colonists,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  the  last  spring,  afforded  the  Mana- 
gers and  the  public  an  opportunity  to  learn  from  a  man 
of  colour,  wortiiy  of  entire  confidence,  many  interesting 
facts  in  regard  to  the  feelings,  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
settlers  in  Liberia.  Mr.  Devany  arrived  in  Washington 
at  the  time  when  a  memorial  of  the  Society  to  Cor.gress, 
was  under  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  of  that  body, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee, 
several  gentlemen  from  both  Houses  assembled  to  iiear  iiis 
testimony,  in  reply  to  the  various  questions  proposed  to  him 
concerning  the  state,  interests,  and  progress  of  the  Colony. 
Mr.  Devany  stated  that  the  health  and  morals  of  the  Colo- 


Jlists  are,  in  general,  good;  that  no  capital  cvime  had  evel' 
been  committed  in  the  Colony;  that  instances  of  intemper- 
ance are  extremely  rare,  that  in  Monrovia  there  are  three 
churchesi  that  divine  service  is  attended  thrice  on  Sunday, 
also  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings;  that  many  na- 
tive children  attend  the  Sunday  Schools;  that  their  parents 
in  the  neighbourhood  are  adopting  our  mode  of  dress;  that 
the  climate  is  mild  and  uniform,  the  thermometer  never  fall- 
ing below  68°  and  seldom  rising  above  88°;  that  the  soil 
is  cultivated  with  ease;  that  much  of  the  country  is  finely 
wooded  and  abounds  with  valuable  ship  timber;  that  coffee 
(similar  to  that  of  Java)  is  among  the  products  of  the  coun- 
try; tliat  many  of  the  houses  are  built  of  stone;  others  of 
logs  weatherboarded,  that  some  of  these  arc  painted  white 
and  have  green  venitian  blinds;  that  provisions  were  plenty 
and  the  Colonists  generally  well  satisfied  with  their  condi- 
tion; that  much  emulation  prevails,  each  settler  endeavour- 
ing to  push  his  own  fortune  by  all  fair  and  honourable 
means;  that  there  are  six  volunteer  companies  in  uniform, 
beside  militia,  amounting  in  all  to  about  500  men;  that  the 
Colony  is  nevertheless  not  in  a  state  of  complete  defence, 
owing  to  the  unfinished  condition  of  the  fortifications,  and 
to  the  fact  tliat  some  of  the  guns  need  to  be  remounted;  that 
the  harbour  is  seldom  without  a  vessel  and  is  deemed  the 
best  along  the  coast,  alul  that  while  the  slave  trade  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  severest  penalties  on  the  Territory  under  the 
Colonial  jurisdiction,  it  is  still  carried  on  in  its  immediate 
vicinity. 

This  meeting,  the  Managers  arc  confident,  will  rejoice  to 
learn,  that  the  chief  and  people  of  one  of  the  native  tribes  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Colony,  have  sought  the  protec- 
tion and  placed  themselves  under  the  authority  of  the  Colo- 
nial government.  The  intelligence  that  their  oifers  of  sub- 
mission were  accepted,  was  received  by  them,  says  the 
Colonial  Agent,  with  shouts  of  joy,  and  they  could  scarcely 
be  restrained  from  coming  down  in  a  body  to  visit  us  the 


same  afternoon.  They  now  feel  themselves  secure  from 
the  dangers  of  slavery,  and  are  no  longer  exposed  to  at- 
tacks fi'om  their  enemies^  they  are  delivered  from  the  power 
of  many  despotic  laws  and  barbarous  customs,  and  there  is 
reason  to  hope  that  they  will  soon  acquire  civilized  habits 
and  learn  to  appreciate  the  benefits  of  knowledge  and  Chris- 
tianity. Numerous  other  tribes,  it  is  believed,  are  dispos- 
ed to  imitate  this  example;  but  as  they  are  more  remote,  it 
is  questionable,  perhaps,  whetlier  the  Colonial  government 
could  with  propriety  at  this  time  extend  over  them  its  super- 
intending care.  But  the  Managers  trust,  that  at  no  dis- 
tant period  the  Colony,  conscious  of  its  ability  to  comply 
with  the  solicitations  of  these  poor  Africans,  who  stretch 
out  their  hands  for  help  and  would  find  a  refuge  within  its 
limits,  shall  encourage  them  to  renounce  the  vices  and  su- 
perstitions of  their  Fathers,  and  under  the  protection  of  its 
wholesome  laws  and  the  influences  of  a  pure  faith,  to  acquire 
that  character  and  those  blessings  which  are  alone  worthy 
of  the  nature  and  destiny  of  man. 

The  Managers  alluded  in  their  last  Report  to  some  at- 
tempts which  had  been  made  to  explore  the  interior,  and  to 
ascertain  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  the  character  of 
the  more  remote  African  population.  It  was  mentioned 
that  several  persons  had  visited  and  been  kindly  received 
by  King  Boatswain,  a  ch.ief  of  much  power  and  influence, 
whose  principal  town,  by'the  usual  route,  was  distant  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Monrovia.  It  gives  the  Man- 
agers pleasure  to  state,  that  a  new  road  has  recently  been 
opened  and  completed  from  Millsburg  to  the  country  of  Boat- 
swain, which  will  reduce  the  distance  to  eighty  or  ninety 
miles,  and,  as  merchandize  can  be  transported  one-third  of 
the  way  by  water,  add  greatly  to  the  tj'ade  and  intercourse 
with  the  interior.  The  existence  and  advantages  of  the 
Colony  are  becoming  known  to  distant  tribes,  and  every 
year  may  be  expected  to  open  new  sources  of  information  to 
the  curiosity  and  new  avenues  of  commerce  and  of  wealth 
to  the  enterprise  of  the  colonists. 


The  Agricultural  interests  of  the  Colony,  which  have  been 
too  long  and  too  generally  neglected,  begin,  the  Managers 
have  reason  to  think,  to  be  regarded  as  of  primary  impor- 
tance. A  number  of  the  colonists  have  for  years  applied 
themselves  industriously  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
but  in  too  many  instances  have  the  hopes  of  great  and  im- 
mediate profit  by  trade  occasioned  inattention  to  tlie  slow- 
er but  surer  advantages  of  Agricultural  labour-  On  a 
visit  to  Caldwell  in  the  month  of  March  the  Colonial  Agent 
was  "particularly  struck  by  the  progress  made  by  the  Har- 
riet's people  in  the  cultivation  of  their  farms,  which,  had  he 
not  known  to  the  contrary,  he  would  have  supposed  had  been 
occupied  by  them  for  at  least  two  or  three  years."  Tiie 
whole  place,  he  observes,  "is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  the  inhabitants  by  their  industry  and  attention  to  their 
Agricultural  pursuits,  have  placed  themselves  above  want." 
In  a  communication  dated  in  September  last  he  states  "that 
a  new  spirit  is  pervading  the  community,  many  begin  to 
think  that  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  may  not  be  so  unprof- 
itable as  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  it.  It 
is  discovered  that  they  cannot  all  be  petty  merchants  to  ad- 
vantage." Convinced  as  are  the  Managers  that  more  gen- 
eral attention  to  Agriculture  is  essential  to  the  permanent 
prosperity  of  the  Colony,  they  have  been  anxious  to  encour- 
age the  efforts  of  those  settlers,  who  have  manifested  a  deter- 
mination to  engage  and  persevere  in  this  laudable  pursuit, 
and  to  excite  others  to  imitate  their  example.  They  have 
therefore  adopted  a  more  liberal  system  in  the  distribution 
of  lands,  and  instructed  the  Colonial  Agent  to  allow  to  each 
emigrant  residing  at  a  distance  of  more  than  three  miles 
from  the  towns,  fifty  acres  for  himself  and  family,  with  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  within  five  years  thereafter,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  fifty  adjacent  acres.  They 
have  also  empowered  him  to  make  a  donation  to  any  colo- 
nist or  association  of  colonists,  of  a  quantity  of  land  not  ex- 
ceeding 500  acres,  on  condition  that  the  same  be  appropria- 
ted to  the  culture  of  coffee,   cotton  and  the  sugar  cane. 


The  commerce  of  the  Colony,  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
at  one  time,  during  the  last  summer,  were  seen  in  the  har- 
bour of  Monrovia,  five  square-rigged  vessels — three  Eng- 
lish, one  French,  and  one  American.  Several  small  ves- 
sels are  owned  hy  the  colonists,  and  constantly  engaged 
in  trade  along  the  coast.  Several  of  the  emigrants  have 
heen  \ery  successful  in  business,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  placed  themselves  in  circumstances  of  ease 
and  independence.  The  Managers  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  love  of  trade  has  been  excessive,  and  that 
many  have  been  induced  to  engage  in  it,  from  expectations 
of  immediate  gain,  whose  information  and  previous  hab- 
its gave  them  little  ability,  for  such  employment.  The 
Managers  trust  that  experience  has  taught  them  wisdom, 
and  that  they  will  hereafter  seek  to  obtain  a  livelihood 
by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 

The  Managers  have  heard,  with  regret,  that  the  Schools 
of  the  Colony,  have  received  neither  adequate  countenance 
or  support,  and  that  the  settlers,  generally,  manifest  no 
due  sense  of  the  importance  of  preparing  their  children, 
by  education,  for  influence  and  usefulness  in  life.  Solemn- 
ly convinced,  that  without  a  system  of  education,  the  bene- 
fits of  which  may  be  enjoyed  by  every  child,  the  great 
ends  for  which  the  Colony  was  established  can  never  be 
accomplished,  the  Managers  have  instructed  the  Colonial 
Agent  to  carry  such  a  system  into  immediate  effect. — 
Permanent  School-houses  are  to  be  erected  at  Monrovia, 
Caldwell  and  Millsburg,  towards  each  of  which  the  Man- 
agers have  resolved  to  advance  one  hundred  dollars,  pro- 
vided three  hundred  be  raised,  for  the  same  object,  Vy  the 
Colonists  themselves;  and  in  the  same  proportion,  should  a 
less  sum  only  be  required.  At  present,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  all  public  lands,  of  licenses,  and  fines,  togeth- 
er with  five  hundred  dollars  annually  from  the  funds  of 
the  Society,  (or  such  portion  of  them  as  may  be  necessary) 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  these  Schools,  over  each  of 


10 

which,  five  trustees  are  to  have  constant  supervision,  and  of 
all  the  affairs  of  which,  the  Colonial  Agent  is  required,  semi- 
annually, to  transmit  to  the  Society  a  full  and  detailed 
account.  In  a  recent  address  transmitted  to  Liberia,  the 
Managers  endeavoured  to  impress  the  Colonists  with  the 
absolute  necessity  of  bringing  their  children  under  the  tui- 
tion of  competent  instructors,  and  to  make  them  sensible, 
that  all  hopes  of  good,  for  their  posterity,  are  depending 
upon  a  well-conducted  system  of  education.  This  meet- 
ing will  be  gratified  to  know,  that  a  news-paper,  edited  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  Russwurm,  a  very  intelligent  and  well-educated 
man  of  colour,  is  now  issued  from  the  Liberian  press. — 
Though  the  earliest  numbers  were  printed  on  paper,  injured 
by  long  exposure  to  a  damp  atmosphere,  the  Managers 
are  happy  to  state  that  fifty  reams  of  fine  paper,  have  re- 
cently been  sent  out  by  the  same  liberal  Gentleman  in  Bos- 
ton, from  whom  the  Press,  as  a  donation,  was  formerly  re- 
ceived. This  paper  will  afibrd  much  useful  information, 
concerning  the  aff'airs  of  the  Colony,  and  the  productions 
and  population  of  other  parts  of  Africaj  it  is  the  third,  the 
Managers  believe,  wlsich  has  been  published,  on  the  West- 
ern Coast  of  that  Continent,  and  they  hail  its  appearance, 
as  a  new  evidence  that  the  lights  of  Knowledge  and  Reli- 
gion, are  breaking  in  upon  the  darkness,  and  must  finally 
dispel  the  gloom  of  that  wide  empire  of  superstition  and 
crime. 

Serious  apprehensions,  have  been  expressed,  during  the 
year,  by  many  Friends  of  the  Society,  that  great  evils  would 
arise,  both  to  the  settlers  and  the  native  Africans,  from  the 
introduction  of  ardent  spirits,  as  an  article  of  use  and  of 
trade  at  the  Colony.  The  Managers  have  felt  these  ap- 
prehensions to  be  well  founded,  and  though,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  natives  frequently  refuse  to  trade  when  this 
article  is  denied  to  them,  and  to  the  fact,  that  they  can 
always  obtain  it  elsewhere,  provided  they  cannot  at  the 
Colony,  the  subject  is  attended  with  difficulties,  they  have 
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sought  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  meet  the  views  and  ac- 
complish the  wishes  of  the  friends  of  Temperance.  They 
have  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Colonists  the  formation 
of  Temperance  Societies,  on  the  principle  of  entire  absti- 
nence, and  wholly  to  discontinue  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
in  trade  with  the  natives,  and  have  also  instructed  the  Co- 
lonial Agent  to  aid  and  encourage  them,  in  all  measures 
which  may  tend  to  secure  these  objects. 

The  Managers  have  reason  to  fear,  that  a  sudden  elevation 
of  privileges  and  circumstances,  and  the  rapid  acquisition 
of  property,  have  produced,  to  some  extent  among  the  set- 
tlers, a  spirit  of  emulation,  display,  and  extravagance  un- 
favorable to  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  Colony. 
The  Colonists  have  much  to  learn  even  in  regard  to  their 
own  interests,  and  perhaps  in  no  school  can  they  be  taught 
so  effectually  as  in  that  of  experience.  The  Managers  be- 
lieve, that  they  will  soon  be  convinced,  that  economy,  mode- 
ration, and  sober  expectations  will  best  promote  their  pri- 
vate happiness  and  the  public  welfare. 

Some  appalling  facts  in  regard  to  the  Slave  Trade  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  of  Managers  during 
the  last  year.  "With  undiminished  atrocity  and  activity  is 
this  odious  traffic  now  carried  on  all  along  the  African  coast. 
Slave  factories  are  established  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Colony,  and  at  the  Gallinas  (between  Liberia  and  Sierra 
Leone)  not  less  than  900  slaves  were  shipped  during  the  last 
summer,  in  the  space  of  three  weeks.  While  all  Christian 
Governments  have  expressed  their  abhorrence  of  this  trade, 
they  have  done  comparatively  nothing  for  its  suppression. 
The  voice  of  injured  and  bleeding  humanity  has  long  called 
for  vigorous  and  united  action  on  this  subject,  but  it  has 
called  in  vain.  Thousands  of  human  beings  have  perished 
in  agony,  perished  as  the  victims  of  the  most  unrelenting 
injustice  and  cruelty,  inflicted  by  citizens  of  Christian 
States,  and  yet  the  powers  of  Christendom,  well  knowing 
the  fact,  have  felt  no  adequate  sympathy  and  made  no  ener- 
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getic  efforts  to  save  them.  There  is  reason  to  hope,  howe- 
ver, that  the  recent  dominion  of  puhlic  opinion  in  the  most 
enlightened  nations  of  Europe,  will  induce  the  eminent  men 
now  invested  with  authority  to  redeem  the  pledges  they  have 
repeatedly  given,  as  well  since  as  before  their  elevation,  to 
exert  faithfully  the  powers  with  which  they  are  clothed,  to 
put  down  this  great  scandal  of  the  world.  We  know  that 
Lafayette  has  never  made  a  promise  which  he  has  not  ful- 
filled, and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  English 
Ministry  will  engage  with  zeal  in  this  righteous  cause,  nor 
suffer  itself  to  be  outdone  by  any  other  power.  Might  we 
not  hope  that  before  the  united  efforts  of  Eiigland,  France, 
and  America,  this  nefarious  traffic  would  be  made  to  dis- 
appear forever?  The  Managers  beg  leave  here  to  repeat 
the  opinion  of  the  late  Dr.  Randall,  which  was  expressed 
in  their  last  Report,  ^'that  the  effectual  method  for  breaking 
up  this  traffic,  would  be  to  send  upon  the  coast,  light,  well- 
armed  and  fast-sailing  schooners,  which  might  touch  at 
those  places  whence  the  slaves  are  taken,  and  which  should 
relieve  each  other  and  remain  upon  the  coast  the  whole  year: 
they  should  be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  sloops  of  war,  with 
a  force  sufficient  to  break  up  the  Slave  Factories."  The 
Managers  are  persuaded  that  no  subject,  more  than  this,  de- 
mands the  earnest  and  immediate  attention  of  all  humane  and 
conscientious  Statesmen,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  mankind. 
At  the  last  Anniversary,  the  Board  alluded,  with  heartfelt 
interest,  to  the  noble  spirit  of  Christian  enterprise  which 
had  prompted  the  friends  of  God  and  man  in  Switzerland, 
as  well  as  in  the  United  States,  to  endeavor  to  establish 
Missions  in  Liberia,  and  to  instruct  the  native  Africans  in 
the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Christianity.  It  was  then  sta- 
ted that  tlie  Basle  Missionary  Society  had  appointed  four 
additional  Missionaries  to  the  Liberia  station,  and  that  on 
their  way  to  the  Colony,  they  had  visited  the  United  States, 
in  the  hope  of  exciting  interest  in  the  cause,  and  securing 
funds  for  the  work  to  which  they  were  devoted.     Of  those 
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Missionaries  three  have  been  summoned  to  the  eternal  worlds 
so  that  three  only,  of  the  whole  number  under  the  direction 
of  that  Society,  now  remain  to  speak  to  the  degraded  Afri- 
cans the  words  of  eternal  life.  If  it  be  honorable  to  die  for 
one's  country,  honored,  surely,  should  be  the  memory  of  those 
who  have  fallen  amid  their  labours  to  impart  to  the  stran- 
gers and  barbarians  of  a  distant  clime,  divine  knowledge 
and  the  immortal  hopes  of  the  Gospel. 

Two  Missionaries,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner,  have  recently 
embarked  for  the  Colony,  under  the  authority  of  the  Ameri- 
can Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  several  men  of 
colour  are  now  preparing  to  go  out  as  ministers  and  teach- 
ers, under  the  patronage  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  United  States.  The  Young  Men's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  has  been  touched  by  the  appeals  from  Africa, 
and  only  waits  to  find  an  individual  qualified  and  disposed  to 
give  himself  to  the  work  of  her  moral  illumination.  In  all 
these  movements,  may  be  discovered  the  omens  of  a  better 
dispensation  to  a  people  too  long  crushed  by  the  powers  and 
unvisited  by  the  sympathies  of  the  Christian  world. 

In  directing  the  attention  of  this  meeting  to  the  progress 
of  opinion  and  efibrtin  this  country  favourable  to  the  objects 
of  this  Society,  the  Managers  see  much  to  animate  their 
hopes  and  exertions.  It  is  unquestionable  that  the  scheme 
of  the  Society  is  rapidly  and  extensively  gaining  strength 
in  the  public  confidence  and  affection.  In  almost  every  sec- 
tion of  the  Union,  is  distinctly  heard  the  voice  of  an  ap- 
proving people  uttering  their  high  and  solemn  purpose  to 
carry  forward  the  cause  of  this  Institution  to  an  honourable 
and  illustrious  triumph. 

Three  Agents,  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Bascom,  of  Kentucky, 
Josiah  F.  Polk,  Esq.  of  this  city,  and  recently,  Robert  S. 
Finley,  Esq.  of  Ohio,  have,  during  the  year,  been  very  ac- 
tively and  successfully  engaged  in  explaining  the  views,  en- 
forcing the  claims  and  obtaining  aid  to  the  design  of  this 
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Society.  The  formation  of  about  eighty  Auxiliary  Socie- 
ties, and  the  addition  by  Mr.  Bascom,  of  more  than  one 
thousand  names  to  associations  previously  existing,  are  per- 
haps among  the  least  benefits  resulting  from  their  judicious 
and  well-directed  efforts.  Truths  have  been  told,  arguments 
stated,  principles  developed,  thoughts  and  emotions  awaken- 
ed, before  the  power  of  which,  prejudice  must  yield,  opposi- 
tion relent,  ignorance  be  humble,  and  generous  and  candid 
minds  kindle  and  glow  with  holy  enthusiasm  for  a  cause 
clearly  seen  to  be  connected  with  the  reputation  and  wel- 
fare of  our  country,  and  w  ith  all  the  hopes  and  interests  of 
Africa. 

A  brief  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  Society,  pre- 
pared and  published  during  the  Spring,  by  the  Society  of 
Inquiry  in  the  Theological  Institution  at  Andover,  and  sub- 
sequently republished  and  widely  circulated  among  the 
Clergy  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  doubtless  contributed 
to  increase  the  number  and  value  of  the  collections  on  the 
Fourth  of  July;  nor  can  the  Managers  allude  to  these  col- 
lections without  expressing  their  obligations  to  the  Clergy 
and  Churches  that  have  given  such  substantial  proofs  of 
their  charity,  and  their  hope  that  each  successive  year  will 
bring  with  it  similar  additional  evidence  of  their  gratitude 
for  our  National  blessings,  and  of  their  desires  to  extend  to 
others  the  benefits  of  freedom,  knowledge  and  religion. 

Among  the  Presbyterian  denomination  in  Virginia,  an 
effort  has  been  made  to  raise  funds  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  Presbyterian  church  in  the  Colony,  with  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  success.  Several  additional  subscriptions  have  re- 
cently been  obtained,  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  and 
the  Managers  are  unwilling  to  believe,  that  among  all 
the  liberal  in  the  United  States,  a  sufficient  number  will 
not  be  found  to  supply  those  which  are  still  deficient. 

Two  vessels  have  recently  been  despatched  for  the  Colo- 
ny, the  ship  Carolinian,  which  sailed  with  Dr.  Mechlin,  the 
Colonial  Agent,  Dr.  Humphries,  Physician  and  Assistant 
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Agent,  and  one  hundred  and  six  coloured  persons,  45  of 
whom  were  liberated  slaves;  and  the  brig  Volador,  in  which 
embarked  Dr.  George  P.  Todsen,  Physician,  and  eighty- 
one  emigrants,  about  forty  of  which  were  freed,  with  a  view 
to  their  colonization  in  Africa.  Much  disease  and  suffering 
have  heretofore  been  experienced,  which  might  have  been 
prevented  by  good  medical  advice,  and  the  Managers  have 
deemed  it  a  duty,  therefore,  by  the  employment  of  two  re- 
spectable physicians,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  preserve  the 
lives  and  health  of  the  Colonists. 

The  entire  expense  of  the  transportation  of  the  liberated 
slaves  by  the  Carolinian  and  Yolador,  is  defrayed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Society,  which  has,  in  repeated  instances, 
exliibited  a  noble  spirit  of  resolution  and  liberality,  in  pro- 
moting the  design  of  this  Institution.  Nor  can  the  Mana- 
gers forget  with  what  untiring  zeal  and  energy,  Mr.  Elli- 
ot Cresson,  one  of  the  members  of  that  Society,  has  direct- 
ed his  endeavours  to  excite  favourable  sentiments,  and  se- 
cure funds  for  the  African  cause.  Three  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling  have  been  received  by  the  Pennsylvania  So- 
ciety from  benevolent  individuals  in  England.  One  hun- 
dred pounds  of  this  sum  was  given  by  a  widow  Friend, 
who  is  represented  as  "only  rich  by  the  fewness  of  her  own 
wants,  and  the  readiness  with  which  she  ministers  to  the 
wants  of  others." 

The  hearts  and  hands  of  many  ladies  in  our  own  land 
have  become  engaged  in  this  work  of  mercy,  and  their  influ- 
ence and  charity  are  regarded  by  the  Board  as  among  the 
most  cheering  omens  of  its  final  and  complete  success. 

The  disposition  of  the  free  people  of  colour  to  emigrate 
to  Liberia,  in  the  lower  part  of  Yirginia,  and  especially  in 
North  Carolina,  is  becoming  strong  and  prevalent,  and  ma- 
ny stand   ready  to  embark  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

A  bill  is  at  this  time  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  which  proposes  that  a  tax  should  be  laid 
upon  all  the  Coloured  population  of  the  State,  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  raising  a  fund  for  the  removal  of  that  portion  alrea- 
dy free. 

In  the  Senate  of  Louisiana,  during  its  last  session,  reso- 
lutions were  adopted  expressive  of  the  opinion,  that  the  oh- 
ject  of  this  Society  was  deserving  of  the  patronage  of  the 
General  Government,  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  Legislature,  they  will  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Select  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  which  the  memorial  of  the  Society  to  Congress,  at  its 
last  session,  was  referred,  made  a  favourable  report,  and  re- 
commended an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  the 
removal  of  each  free  person  of  Colour  in  the  U.  States,  who 
might  be  disposed  to  emigrate  to  Liberia,  and  ten  dollars  ad- 
ditional, in  case  the  individual  was  far  distant  from  the  port 
of  embarkation,  provided  the  annual  expenditure  should  not 
exceed  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  bill  brought  in  by  this 
Committee,  has  not  yet  been  called  up  for  consideration  in 
the  House. 

The  application  made  by  this  Society,  for  countenance  and 
aid  to  the  Federal  Government,  has  been  charged  upon  it 
as  a  departure  from  its  original  principles.  But  can  it 
Lave  been  forgotten,  that  the  second  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Society,  declares  that  it  shall  act  to  effect  its  ob- 
ject in  co-operation  with  the  General  Government,  and  with 
such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the  subject? 
Can  it  have  been  forgotten,  that,  previous  to  the  existence 
of  the  Society,  the  State  of  Virginia  expressed  through  its 
Assembly  a  desire  that  the  General  Government  should  ob- 
tain a  Territory  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  which 
might  serve  as  an  asylum  for  such  persons  of  colour  as  w  ere 
then  free  and  for  such  others  as  might  thereafter  be 
emancipated?  Can  it  have  been  forgotten  that  the  very 
first  resolution  of  the  Society  was  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee ''to  present  a  respectful  memorial  to  Congress,  re- 
questing them  to  adopt  such  measures  as  might  be  thought 
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most  adviseable  for  procuring  a  territory  in  Africa,  or  else- 
where, suitable  for  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of 
Colour? 

It  is  said  that  tl»is  Society  interferes  witii  the  rights,  and 
is  subverting  the  interests  of  proprietors  of  slaves.  The 
Society  transports  only  the  free.  It  claims  for  itself  no 
right,  it  claims  for  the  Federal  Government  no  right,  to 
compel  directly  or  indirectly  a  single  individual  in  the 
United  States  to  emancipate  his  slaves.  The  Society  has 
no  power;  it  desires  none  but  its  moral  influence. 

Some,  perhaps,  may  think  that  the  expenditures  which 
have  been  made  in  establishing  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  have 
far  exceeded  the  good  which  has  been  attained.  And  did  not 
thousands  who  saw  the  immortal  Fulton  endeavouring  to 
propel  boats  by  steam,  consider  the  money  which  his  experi- 
ments cost,  to  be  wasted?  But  by  what  arithmetic  shall  we 
calculate  the  value  of  the  result  of  these  experiments  to  his 
country  and  the  world. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  consult  the  statements  of  the  ex- 
penditures on  account  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  that  have 
been  regularly  laid  before  the  public,  to  domonstrate  the 
utter  fallacy  of  that  reasoning,  that,  from  narrow  views  and 
mistaken  facts,  would  attempt  to  throw  a  cloud  on  the  man- 
agement of  its  concerns.  Errors  may  have  been  committed, 
but  what  great  object  has  ever  been  effected  without  their 
occurrence?  It  is  enough  to  say,  and  it  may  be  said  with 
heartfelt  satisfaction,  that  this  object,  in  which  glory  and 
utility  go  hand  in  hand;  this  object,  of  which  it  is  difficult 
to  decide  whether  beneficence  to  a  degraded  race,  or  the  ex- 
altation of  national  character  is  its  highest  illustration,  has 
so  far  been  achieved,  at  a  less  expense  of  blood  or  money 
either  to  the  Government  or  to  individuals,  than  any  Colo- 
ny that  has  ever  been  established-  Economy  should  be  the 
concomitant  equally  of  public  and  private  pursuits,  and  the 
Managers  invite  the  attention  of  tiie  public  to  their  disburse- 
ments, which,  with  this  view,  are  regularly  spread  before 
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them.  But  while  tlicsc  are  honestly  administered,  let  no 
one  undertake,  without  knowledge,  to  throw  into  the  scale 
dollars  and  cents  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  Colony  on  tlie  other.  It  is  in  the  commencement  of 
great  undertakings  that  diSiculties  most  ahound.  They 
have,  in  tliis  case,  heen  overcome,  at  the  cost  of  a  few  hun- 
dred thousands  of  dollars,  consisting  of  spontaneous  contri- 
butions, and  the  incidental  aid  of  the  Government,  which, 
although  of  inestimahle  value,  has  not,  in  a  period  of  four- 
teen years,  exceeded  the  cost  of  a  single  frigate  of  the  lowest 
class.  And  wlicre  is  the  man  bold  enough  to  say  that  the 
benefit  does  not  infinitely  transcend  the  price?  Sordid  must 
be  that  spirit  and  lost  to  the  purest  as  well  as  noblest  impul- 
ses of  tlie  human  heart,  that  would  part  with  the  benefit, 
for  the  expense  incurred  in  its  acquisition. 

He,  who  two  centuries  hence,  shall  look  abroad  upon  re- 
claimed and  regenerated  Africa,  behold  her  cultivated  fields 
and  smiling  harvests;  her  well-built  cities,  and  rivers  white 
witli  the  sails  of  commerce;  her  schools  and  churches;  and 
see  elevated  high  above  her  civilized  and  joyful  population, 
the  ensign  of  freedom  and  the  banner  of  the  Cross,  will  more 
justly  estimate  and  feel  the  importance  of  the  eiforts  of  this 
Society. 


19 


American  Colonlzatwii  Suclcti/  in  accounl  cuiieiU  with  Richard 
Si.iith,  Treasurer. 

DR. 

To  c^sh  for  collecting- emigrants $  338  91 

cash   for  trans;iortation   and  provision  of 

emigrants  and  supplies  for  the  Colony    11,113  59 

salaries  of  Agents  at  tlie  Colony. ..   1,250 

salariesof  Officers  of  the  Society  at  home- .  2,893  37 

office  rent,  stationary,  printing,  and  contin- 
gencies   1,460  62 

interest  on  money  borrowed 45  33 

loans  to  Society  paid  off" 2,516 

support  of  Cecil  Ashmnn  and  Washington 

Davis 520   50 

loss  on  uncurrent  and  counterfeit  money..  15 

balance,  including  §92  counterfeit  money  7,056  07 

$27,209  39 


CIL 

Uy  balance  from   last  year,  {^76  counterfeit)  $      625  88 

donations  from  individuals 3,806  37 

Auxiliary  Societies 5,712  46 

annual  subscriptions ^...  91 

collections  by  Agents 2,153  C9 

4t!i  of  July  collections 10,973   13 

life  member  subscriptions 867  46 

subscriptions  on  plan  of  Gerrit  Smith. . . .  2,850 

subscriptions  to  African  Repository 130 


$27,209  39 


By  balance  as  per  contra,  including  S92  counterfeit  money,  §7,056  07 
E.  E.  ==r 

RICHARD  SMITH, 

Treasurer  Ainerican  Culotiizalion  Society, 

Washisgcon,  January  19,  1831. 
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(No.  1.— Page  IS.) 

Wf;  have  mentioned  the  able  and  successful  exertions  of  seve- 
ral Agents,  who  have  been  employed  by  the  Society  during  the 
year.  They  have  done  honour  to  themselves,  and  greatly  ad- 
vanced the  cause  to  which  they  have  been  devoted.  It  is  be* 
lieved,  however,  that  the  establishment  of  Permanent  Agencies, 
each  of  which  siiall  embrace  within  its  limits  several  States, 
will  conduce  essentially  towards  carrying  i-nto  effect  a  well-or- 
ganized system  of  operations  throughout  the  Union.  Three 
Permanent  Agents  have  already  been  appointed  by  the  Mana- 
gers, for  the  three  several  fields  of  New  England  and  New 
York — Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Michi- 
gan Territory — North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida. 


(No.  2.— Page  14.) 

The  Fourth-of-July  Collections  during  the  last  year  amounted 
to  S10,9r."3  13.  May  we  not  hope  that  these  Collections  will 
hereafter  take  place  in  every  Congregation  of  every  Religious 
Denomination  of  our  Country  ? 


(No.  3.) 

Original  Principles  of  the  ColonizaliGn  Society. 

From  an  article  which  appeared  in  a  late  number  of  the  Afri- 
can Repository,  we  publish  the  following  extracts,  developing 
the  true  principles  and  character  of  the  Society.  In  allusion  to 
the  opposition  to  the  Society,  manifested  in  one  or  two  States, 
the  writer  inquires: — 

Can  it  be  attribtited  to  any  departure  of  the  Society  from  its  avoxrcd  orii^inal  de- 
sign and  principled     We  maintain  that  it  cannot;  we  maintainthat   the  character 
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of  the  Society,  has  from  tht:  coiiiiueiiceiiKMit  b:^on  uniformly  the  same,  auci  ihat  its 
proceedings  have  been  consistent  with  its  character. 

Were  or  are  the  designs  and  principles  of  the  Society  hostile  to  ins  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  Southern  States?  We  maintain  that  they  were  not  and  are  not;  but  on 
the  contrary,  are  worthy  to  be  cherished  by  the  citizens  of  these  States,  and  to 
be  sustained  with  all  their  energies  as  means  of  their  political  and  moral  strength. 

In  order  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  tha  Society  has  departed  from  its  avowed 
original  design  and  principles,  what  this  design  and  these  principles  were  at  its  oi-i- 
gin  must  first  be  understood.  Let  us  seek  for  information  on  this  subject  from  the 
Constitution  of  the  Society,  intlrpi-eted  by  the  recwded  opinions,  and  by  the  acts  of 
its  Founders.  We  might  here  allude  to  the  character  of  those  men,  who  enfa^^cd 
most  earnestly  and  actively  in  establishing  cur  Institution,  and  ask  is  there  an  indi- 
vidual who  dare  to  question  their  integrity,  their  patriotism,  or  their  honour.'  Is 
there  a  generous  Carolinian  who  would  cast  reproach  upon  the  memories  of  such 
men  as  Caldwell  and  Finley,  of  Washington,  Harper  and  Fitzhugh?  These  names 
are  sacred.  Of  those  still,  living,  their  associates  in  laying  the  foundations  of  this 
Society,  we  say  only,  that  if  they  are  not  incapable  of  deception,  confidence  should 
not  be  placed  in  human  virtue. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  several  years  previous  to  the  organization  of  this 
Society,  the  subject  of  African  Colonization  had  been  considered  in  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia;  that  the  Governor  (Mr.  Monroe)  had  been  requested  to  correspond 
with  Mr.  Jefferson,  (then  President  of  the  United  States)  in  regard  to  it;  that  the 
idea  met  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President;  that  efforts  made  by  him  to  se- 
cure a  home  for  the  Free  People  of  Colour  in  the  United  States,  at  Sierra  Leone, 
proved  unsuccessful,  as  did  also  the  attempt  to  obtain  territory  for  them  from  the 
Portuguese  in  South  America;  and  finally  that  Resolutions  in  favour  of  renev/ed  ex- 
ertions were  adopted  by  the  Virginia  Legislature  three  several  times  before  De- 
cember 1S16,  when  this  body,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  expressed  its  desire 
that  the  general  government  "might  obtain  territory  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  or  at 
some  other  place  not  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  as 
an  asylum  for  such  persons  of  colour  as  are  now  free  and  may  desire  the  same,  and 
for  those  who  may  hereafter  be  emancipated."  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that 
most  of  those  who  assembled  to  form  the  Society,  and  all  who  expressed  their  sen- 
timents on  that  occasion,  were  slave-holders;  nor  does  there  appear  to  have  existed 
at  the  time  a  suspicion  that  their  motives  were  unworthy,  or  their  acts  reprehensi- 
ble. The  lofty  State  of  Virginia  had  taken  the  lead,  which  none  seemed  to  have 
imagined  that  it  would  be  unwise  or  unsafe  to  follow. 

The  second  Article  of  the  Society  declares  that  "the  object  to  which  its  attention 
is  to  be  exclusively  devoted,  is  to  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  Colonizing  (with 
their  own  consent)  the  free  people  of  colour,  residing  in  our  Country,  in  Africa,  or 
such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act 
to  effect  this  object  in  co-operation  with  the  General  Governmciit,  and  such  of  the 
States  as  may  adopt  regulations  upon  the  subject."  Before  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  at  the  very  first  meeting  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Clay  observed  that  "it 
was  not  proposed  to  deliberate  on,  or  consider  at  all  any  question  of  emancipation," 
and  Mr.  Randolph  of  Virginia  expressed  a  similar  opinion,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  remarked,  "if  a  place  could  be  provided  for  their  reception  and  a  mode  of  send- 
ing them  hence,  there  were  hundreds,  nay  thousands  who  would  by  mauumittinj; 
their  slaves,  relieve  themselves  from  the  cares  attendant  on  their  possession.    The 
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First  Annual  Report  contains  t1i<^  opinions  of  tho  Foundersof  this  Society,  expressed 
in  the  most  clear  and  unambiguous  lauauap;e — 

Judge  Washington  observed  in  his  Address, 

"As  little  can  be  apprehended  by  the  proprietor,  who  will  not  voluntarily  avail 
himself  of  the  opportunity  which  this  settlement  will  afford  him,  of  emancipating 
his  slaves,  witho.u  injury  to  his  country.  The  effect  of  this  Institution,  if  its  pros- 
perity shall  equal  our  wishes,  will  be  alike  propitious  to  every  interest  of  our  do- 
mestic Society;  and  should  it  lead,  as  we  may  fairly  hope  it  will,  to  the  slow,  but 
gradual  abolition  of  slavery,  it  will  wipe  from  our  political  Institutions  the  only  blot 
which  stains  them;  and  in  palliation  of  which  we  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  plead  the 
excuse  of  moral  necessity,  until  we  shall  have  honestly  exerted  all  the  means 
which  we  possess  for  its  extinction." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  a  letter  dated  in  ISll,  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  read,  in 
which  he  states  that  he  had  "long  ago  made  up  his  mind  on  the  subject  of  Coloniza- 
tion, and  that  ho  had  ever  thought  that  the  most  desirable  measure  which  could  be 
adopted  for  gradually  drawing  off  this  part  of  our  population."  Having  mentioned 
his  negotiations  during  his  Pcsidency,  with  England  and  Portugal,  he  adds:  "In- 
deed, nothing  is  more  to  be  wished  than  that  the  United  States,  woxdd  themselves  iin- 
dertake  to  make  such  an  establishment  on  the  Coast  of  Africa. 

Mr.  Mercer,  alluding  to  the  Virginia  Resolution,  said,  "many  thousand  individu- 
als in  our  native  State,  you  well  know,  Mr.  President,  are  restrained,  as  you  and 
I  are,  by  the  melancholy  conviction,  that  they  cannot  yield  to  the  suggestions  of 
humanity  without  manifest  injury  to  their  Country.  The  laws  of  Virginia  now  dis- 
courage, and  very  wisely,  perhaps,  the  emancipation  of  slaves.  But  the  very  poli- 
cy on  which  they  are  founded,  will  alTord  every  facility  to  emancipation,  when  the 
Colonization  of  the  slave  will  be  the  consequence  of  his  liberation." 

Mr.  Clay  said,  "let  the  Colony  once  be  successfully  planted,  and  legislative  bo- 
dies, who  have  been  grieved  at  the  necessity  of  passing  those  prohibitory  laws, 
which,  at  a  distance,  might  appear  to  stain  our  codes,  will  hasten  to  remove  the  im- 
pediments to  the  exercise  of  benevolence  and  humanity." 

General  Harper,  in  his  letter,  published  in  the  first  Report  of  the  Society,  after 
remarking  upon  various  benefits  to  be  expected  from  the  Society,  uses  the  follow- 
ing language:  "It  tends,  and  may  powerfully  tend  to  rid  us  gradually  and  entirely, 
in  the  United  States,  of  slaves  and  slavery;  a  great  moral  and  political  evil  of  in- 
creasing virulence  and  extent,  from  which  much  mischief  is  now  felt,  and  very 
great  calamity  in  future  is  justly  apprehended.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view,  I  confess, 
that  your  scheme  of  Colonization  most  strongly  recommends  itself,  in  my  opinion, 
to  attention  and  support. — This  great  end  is  to  be  attained  in  no  other  way  than  by 
a  plan  of  universal  Colonization, /bwnt/cd  07».  the  consent  of  the  slave-holders,  and  of 
the  Colonists  themselves.  For  such  a  plan,  that  of  the  present  Colonization  Socie- 
ty opens  and  prepares  the  way,  by  exploring  the  ground,  selecting  a  proper  situa- 
tion, and  planting  a  Colony,  which  may  serve  as  a  receptacle,  a  nursery  and  a 
school  for  those  that  are  to  follow.  It  is  in  this  point  of  view,  that  I  consider  its  be- 
nefits as  the  most  extensive  and  important,  though  not  the  most  immediate." 

But  we  were  not  merely  to  refer  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  and  (he  opin- 
ions of  its  Founders,  but  to  their  actual  proc  -edings.  Be  it  remembered  then,  that 
the  very  first  Resolution  T^nsaed  by  the  Society  was  to  appoint  a  Commiitee,  of 
which  the  Hon.  John  Randolph  was  a  member,  "to  present  a  respectful  memorial  to 
Congress,  requesting  them  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  thought  most  advisea- 
ble  for  procuring  a  Territory  in  Africa  or  elsewhere,  suitable  for  the  Colonization 
of  the  Free  People  of  Colour." 
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This  Committee,  in  the  able  memorial  prepared  by  them,  and  which  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  observe,  that  "it  is  now  reduced  to  be  a  maxim,  equally  appro- 
ved in  philosophy  and  practice,  that  the  existence  of  distinct  and  separate  castes  or 
classes,  forming  exceptions  to  the  general  system  of  policy  adapted  to  the  commu- 
nity, is  an  inherent  vice  in  the  composition  of  Society,  pregnant  with  baneful  con- 
sequences, both  moral  and  political,  and  demanding  the  utmost  exertion  of  human 
energy  and  foresight  to  remedy  or  remove  it."  After  speaking  of  the  unfortunate 
condition  of  the  Free  People  of  Colour  and  the  consequent  injury  to  the  public  wel- 
fare, they  say,  "the  evil  has  become  so  apparent,  and  the  necessity  for  a  remedy 
so  palpable,  that  some  of  the  most  considerable  of  the  slave-holding  States  have 
been  induced  to  impose  restraints  upon  the  practice  of  emancipation,  by  annexing 
conditions  which  have  no  effect  but  to  transfer  the  evil  from  one  State  to  another; 
or  by  inducing  other  States  to  adopt  countervailing  regulations,  end  in  the  total 
abrogation  of  a  right,  which  benevolent  or  conscientious  proprietors  had  long  enjoy- 
ed under  the  sanctions  of  positive  law,  and  of  ancient  usage.  Your  memorialists 
beg  leave,  with  all  deference,  to  suggest  that  the  fairest  and  most  inviting  oppor- 
tunities are  now  presented  to  the  general  government,  for  repairing  a  great  evil 
in  our  social  and  political  Institutions,  and  at  the  same  time  for  elevating,  from  a 
low  and  hopeless  condition,  a  numerous  and  rapidly  increasing  race  of  men,  who 
Avant  nothing  but  a  proper  theatre,  to  enter  upon  the  pursuit  of  happiness  and  in- 
dependence, in  the  ordinary  paths  which  a  benign  Providence  has  left  open  to  the 
human  rac2.  Those  great  ends,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  accomplished  by  making 
adequate  provision  for  planting,  in  some  salubrious  and  fertile  region  a  Colony,  to 
be  composed  of  such  of  the  above  description  of  persons  as  may  choose  to  emigrate; 
and  for  extending  to  it  the  authority  and  protection  of  the  United  States,  until  it  shall 
have  attained  .sufficient  strength  and  consistency  to  be  left  in  a  state  of  indepen- 
dence." 

A  favourable  Report  was  made  on  this  memorial  by  a  Committee  in  Congress, 
and  the  memorial  was  renewed  at  the  next  session  of  that  body. 

In  their  second  Report,  the  Managers  of  the  Society  express  themselves  in  the 
following  terms:  "It  (the  Society)  has  been  suggested  to  be  an  invention  of  the 
Southern  proprietor,  to  rivet  the  chains  of  servitude  upon  his  slaves,  as  if  the  cir- 
cumstances which  accompanied  the  origin  of  the  society,  the  character  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  their  solemn  and  reiterated  declarations  did  not  forbid  so  unfounded  an 
imputation.  It  would  not  be  more  uncandid  to  ascribe  to  them  a  design  to  invade 
the  rights  of  private  property,  secured  by  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  several 
slave-holding  States,  and  to  proclaim  Universal  Emancipation."  This  is  a  formal 
and  official  declaration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Society. 

From  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  the  recorded  opinions  and  proceedings  of  its 
Founders,  it  is  obvious,  then, 

I.  That  those  who  established  the  Society,  looked  for  aid  to  the  States  and  to 
the  National  Government,  and  that  they  bound  themselves  by  their  Constitution, 
to  co-operate,  if  practicable,  with  these  powers  in  effecting  their  object. 

II.  That  they  had  no  desire  or  intention  of  interfering,  in  any  way,  with  the 
rights  or  the  interests  of  the  proprietors  of  Slaves. 

III.  Thtvt  thsy  considered  slavery  a  great  moral  and  political  evil,  and  cherished 
the  hope  and  belief  that  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  object  would  offer  pow- 
erful motives  and  exert  a  persuasive  influence  in  favour  of  voluntary  emancipa- 
tion. 

These  original  principles  and  views  of  the  Society,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  were 


25 


immediately  auJ  correctly  understood  by  candid  and  reflecting  men  in  the  remote 
South,  and  in  the  second  Annual  Report  of  the  Putnam  County  Auxiliary  Coloni- 
zation Society,  Georgia,  published  iu  1821,  the  managers  give  in  the  following 
terms,  their  opinion  of  the  Parent  Society.  "It  is  national,  intelligent,  patriotic, 
benevolent,  persevering  and  prudent." — While  enumerating  the  advantages  to  be 
dei'ived  from  the  Institution,  they  say:  "The  accomplishment  of  our  object  loill  se- 
cure to  every  proprietor  of  slaves  an  opportunity,  if  he  thinks  proper  to  exercise  the 
right,  of  disposing  of  his  property  as  he  pleases;  a  right  for  which  we  all  strenuous- 
ly contend;  hut  ivhich  none  of  us  possess.  The  establishment  of  our  Colony  will 
afford  facilities  to  proprietors  for  completing  in  Africa  the  exercise  of  the  right 
which  can  only  be  partially  exercised  in  this  country,  of  disposing  of  our  property, 
in  our  own  way,  without  injury  to  the  commimity."  Again,  "nor  let  us  be  alarmed 
at  the  idea  of  such  occasional  exercises  of  benevolence;  it  is  enlargement  in  this 
country,  and  not  transportation  to  Africa,  that  is  truly  terrible  to  the  South:  turn 
loose  a  person  of  colour  in  the  Southern  country,  then,  and  without  adding  to  his 
happiness,  you  increase  in  the  community  an  acknowledged  nuisance;  transport  him 
to  Africa,  and  you  promote  his  happiness,  make  place  for  a  valuable  white  mem- 
ber of  society,  and  add  to  the  strength  and  security  of  the  community."  The  ob- 
ject of  the  Putnam  County  Society,  as  expressed  and  defined  in  its  Constitution, 
'•'is,  to  co-operate  with  the  Parent  Society,  with  the  General  Government  itself, 
or  with  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regulations  on  the  subject,  in  settling  a  Colo- 
ny in  Africa,  &c." — and  in  the  same  Report,  when  calculating  the  expense  to  be  in- 
curred in  removing  our  whole  free  coloured  population,  the  Managers  add,  "to  say 
that  the  national  resources  are  inadequate  to  such  an  expenditure,  as  fast  as  it  may 
be  needed,  even  after  defraying  all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, is  a  disparagement  of  which  the  Managers  will  not  be  guilty.  The  United 
States  have  between  3  and  400,000,000  acres  misold  land.  They  will  derive  a  uett 
revenue  from  this  source  of  at  least  ^  300,000,000;  probably  twice  that  amount.  Can 
they  not,  imllthcj  not  spare  the  poor  sum  of  10,000,000  in  aid  of  one  of  the  greatest 
works  of  charity  in  which  a  nation  can  engage?" 

We  have  shown,  then,  what  were  at  its  origin,  the  avowed  design  and  princi- 
ples of  our  Institution,  and  we  have  shown,  too,  that  they  were  so  clearly  and  fully 
developed,  as  to  admit  of  no  reasonable  misapprehension;  and  also,  that  they  were 
not  misunderstood  by  Southern  men  who  made  themselves  acquainted  with  the  pub- 
lications of  the  Society. 

But  the  enemies  of  the  Society,  in  South  Carolina,  bring  against  it  the  charo-e  of 
bad  faith;  of  having  acted  under  disguise;  of  being  guilty  of  departure  from  the  de- 
sign and  principles  which  were  professed  by  it  at  its  origin.  The  charge  is  ground- 
less, it  cannot  be  sustained.  We  call  upon  those  who  make  it,  for  their  proofs. 
Mere  assertions  will  not  answer  the  purpose.  We  demand  the  proofs.  Are  they 
to  be  found  in  repeated  applications  for  aid  made  by  the  Society,  to  the  State  Le- 
gislatures, or  to  the  Federal  Government?  Why  these  applications^  are  in  ex- 
act accordance  with  the  Constitution,  and  the  primitive  acts  of  the  Society.  Has 
the  Society  attempted  by  its  proceedings  or  its  publications,  by  any  expression  of 
opinion,  or  any  actual  measure,  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  our  Southern  Com- 
mmiities?  Has  it  maintained  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  distm-b  or  to  change 
the  domestic  policy  of  the  South?  No  man  can  justly  impute  to  it  such  offence, 
none  point  to  a  sentence  or  an  act  in  its  history,  which  justifies  such  accusations. 
Nor  can  it  be  shown,  that  at  any  time,  the  hopes  and  wishes  of  the  Society,  in  re- 
gard to  the  voluntary  and  gradual  removal  of  slavery,  have  been  more  distinctly 
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expressed  tlian  in  its  first  annual  Report.  The  gentlemen  in  South  Carolina,  who 
denounce  the  Society,  cannot  plead  then  in  justification  of  their  conduct,  that  it  has 
departed  from  the  design  and  the  principles  which  were  avowed  by  its  Fomi- 
ders. 

But  though  the  charge  of  hypocrisy  and  inconsistency  cannot  be  fixed  upon  the 
Society;  it  may  still  he  said,  that  however  clearly  its  object  and  principles  were 
originally  developed,  and  however  approved  by  Southern  men,  they  are  neverthe- 
less hostile  to  the  rights  and  the  interests  of  the  South.  But  can  this  assertion  be 
proved?  We  think  it  cannot;  but  on  the  contrary,  that  our  Institution  is  adapted  by 
means  unexceptionable,  to  relieve  the  Southern  States  from  the  acknowledged  evil 
of  a  free  coloured  population,  while  it  demonstrates  how  these  States  themselves, 
may  if  they  please,  accomplish  an  object  of  still  higher  importance  to  their  politi- 
cal and  moral  welfare,  to  the  honor  of  their  character,  and  the  augmentation  of  their 
wealth  and  their  strength. 

Recently,  we  know,  that  some  individuals  in  South  Carolina,  have  asserted,  th  at 
little  if  any  advantage,  would  result  to  the  Southern  States,  from  the  removal  of  the 
free  people  of  colour;  but  we  know,  also,  that  in  this  they  have  contradicted  the 
general  opinion  in  these  States,  and  even  the  avowed  sentiments  of  the  ablest  op- 
ponents of  our  Society. 

Wherefore  the  legislative  restraints  and  pi-ohibitions  in  regard  to  emancipation, 
unless  because  experience  has  shown  that  the  people  of  colour,  already  free,  con- 
tribute neither  to  the  security  nor  the  prosperity  of  the  community.'' 

Wherefore  the  adoption  of  Resolutions  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  requesting 
the  General  Government  to  aid  in  obtaining  a  Tei-ritory  to  which  they  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  State?  Why  has  Louisiana  resolved  to  expel  them  from  her  lim- 
its?— Here  are  actual  proceedings  amounting  to  more  than  a  mere  declaration  in  evi- 
dence, that  this  class  is  viewed  as  injurious  and  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  South. 
No  one  can  deny  that  such  is  the  prevailing  opinion  in  the  slave-holding  States. 
The  Managers  of  the  Putnam  County  Society  (Georgia)  remark:  "We  all  know 
the  effects  produced  on  our  slaves  by  the  fascinating,  but  delusive  appearance  of  hap- 
piness, exhibited  in  persons  of  their  own  complexion,  roaming  in  idleness  and  vice 
among  them.  By  removing  the  most  fruitful  source  of  discontent  from  among  our 
slaves,  we  should  render  them  more  industrious  and  attentive  to  our  commands; 
and  by  rendering  them  more  industrious  and  obedient,  we  should  naturally  secure 
their  better  treatment — we  should  ameliorate  their  condition."  Our  enemies  have 
admitted  that  good  would  result  from  the  removal  of  this  class  Caius  Gracchus 
declares,  that  if  the  Society  could  attain  "this  single  object  in  good  faith,  (the  re- 
moval of  the  free  people  of  colour)  he  should,  perhaps,  be  among  the  last  citizens  in 
the  Commonwealth — who  would  raise  his  voice  against  it,"  and  the  author  of  the 
Crisis  (who  is  doubtless  regarded  as  authority  in  South  Carolina)  acknowledges, 
that  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  if  the  South,  were  relieved  from  this  population,  it 
would  be  better  for  our  Southern  cities,  where  they  principally  reside."  Nothing 
can  be  more  plain  then,  than  that  the  Colonization  Society,  in  its  efibrts  to  remove 
the  free  people  of  colour,  is  accomplishing  a  work  to  which  the  citizens  of  the 
South,  whether  friends  or  foes  to  the  Society,  have  given  their  decided  approba- 
tion. 

It  is  equally  plain  and  undeniable,  that  the  Society,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
work,  has  never  interfered  or  evinced  even  a  disposition  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  rights  of  proprietors  of  slaves. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  Society  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  slavery  is  a  moral 
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and  political  evil,  and  that  it  has  regarded  the  scheme  of  Colonization  as  present- 
ing motives  and  exerting  a  moral  influence  at  the  South,  favourable  to  gradual  and 
voluntary  emancipation.  This  is  true,  and  it  is  this,  beyond  all  question,  which 
has  secm-ed  to  it  the  countenance  and  patronage  of  om*  most  profound  and  sagacious 
statesmen,  and  given  to  this  scheme  a  peculiar  attractiveness  and  glory  in  the  view 
of  the  enlightened  friends  of  their  coimtry  and  mankind. 

And  is  the  Society  to  be  held  up  as  odious  and  dangerous,  because  it  entertains 
and  avows  the  opinion  that  slavery  is  an  evil.'  Is  not  this  a  truth,  inscribed  as 
it  were,  upon  the  firmament  of  heaven,  and  the  face  of  the  world  and  the  heart 
of  man? — Would  not  the  denial  of  it,  be  a  denial  of  the  fundamental  principle 
of  all  Free  Government?  And  is  the  Society  to  be  condemned  for  assuming  as 
truth,  what  even  the  Southern  Review  does  not  hesitate  miequivocally  and  repeat- 
edly to  avow,  while  arguing,  very  ingeniously,  in  defence  of  Southern  rights  and 
Southern  policy?  Speaking  of  the  traffic  by  which  slavery  was  introduced  at  the 
South,  a  writer  in  this  Review  says,  "  Virginia,  now  so  deeply  intent  upon  the 
means  of  getting  rid  of  this  evil,  [we  wish  that  South  Carolina  would  imitate  her 
lofty  example]  in  vain  exerted  herself  to  prevent  it."  The  same  writer  denomi- 
nates the  slaves,  a  barbarous  and  abominable  population  f  and  in  further  allusion 
to  the  slave  trade,  remarks:  "It  was  a  conspiracy  of  all  Europe,  and  the  commer- 
cial part  o  f  this  continent,  not  only  against  Africa,  but  in  a  more  aggravated 
sense,  against  these  Southern  regions.  The  sternest  justice  can  demand  no  more 
than  that  we  should  be  thought  as  bad  as  those  who  brought  this  evil  ivpon  us.  Is 
the  Southern  Review,  on  account  of  this  language,  to  be  arraigned  and  condemned  as 
inimical  to  the  rights  and  the  peace  of  the  South?  Did  not  Mr.  Jefferson,  many 
years  ago,  speak  out  on  this  subject  in  a  tone,  clear,  earnest  and  alarming,  reproba- 
ting utterly  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  the  statesman  who  would  stand  forth  in 
its  defence?  Time  would  fail  us  to  tell  of  all  the  illustrious  and  patriotic  citizens  of 
the  South,  who  have  publicly  acknowledged  the  lamentable  effects  of  this  system, 
and  evinced  their  desire  that  some  plan  should  be  devised,  which  (in  consistency 
with  private  rights,  the  public  safety  and  the  welfare  of  the  enslaved)  might  ulti- 
mately secure  to  their  descendants  complete  deliverance  from  its  evils.  And  must 
these  men  be  denounced  as  incendiaries  and  assassins  who  to  acquire  a  reputation  for 
philanthropy,  would  stir  up  the  elements  of  revolution  and  bring  ruin  upon  that  So- 
ciety, with  the  prosperity  of  which  are  identified  their  dearest  interests  and  most 
precious  hopes? 

If,  on  the  contrary,  their  opinions  were  correct  and  they  did  right  to  express 
them,  the  Colonization  Society  cannot  justly  be  reproached  for  having  imitated  their 
example.  Nor  can  the  discovery  of  a  plan,  meeting  in  all  respects  the  views  of 
these  men,  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  which,  so  far  as  it  can  be  m.ade  instrumental 
in  the  diminution  or  removal  of  slavery,  depends  and  must  ever  depend,  upon  ths 
will  of  the  South,  be  justly  otherwise  regarded,  than  as  the  result  of  a  true  concern 
for  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  our  country  and  mankind. 

The  free  people  of  colour  alone  are  to  be  colonized  by  the  Society,  and  whether 
the  benefits  of  its  scheme  are  ever  to  be  extended  to  others,  is  a  question  referred 
to  those  to  w1wm  it  pertains  as  a  matter  of  right  and  duty  to  decide.  If  from  our 
knowledge  of  existing  moral  causes,  we  should  venture  to  predict  that  this  decision 
will  be  honourable  to  the  humanity  and  magnanimity  of  the  South,  it  will  not,  we 
trust,  be  deemed  an  offence  against  that  freedom  of  judgment  which  those  most  in» 
terested  would  claim,  and  which  we  should  be  the  last  to  restrict  or  impair.    Con- 
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fident  we  are,  that  should  the  motives  to  voluntary  emancipation,  which  are  pre- 
sented in  the  fact  of  the  establishment  ou  the  Coast  of  Africa,  of  a  prosperous  Colo- 
ny of  coloured  people,  prove  eifectual,  the  consequences  will  not  be  less  auspicious 
to  Soulhern  i7itcreiits,  than  to  the  happiness  of  those  who  would  be  made  partakers 
of  freedom,  in  circiunstances  where  only,  they  may  appreciate  its  dignity  and 
worth.  Such  consequences  could  be  deprecated  only  by  those  who  prefer  the  grati- 
fications of  solfishness  to  the  pleasures  and  rewards  of  virtue — their  private  advan- 
tage to  the  general  good  of  their  country  and  mankind. 

It  is  denied  that  the  object  of  the  Colonization  Society  is  national;  and  that  Con- 
gress has  any  constitutional  power  to  give  it  aid.  The  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  Union,  we  believe,  think  otherwise,  and  numerous  acts  of  Congress  prove, 
indisputably,  that  this  body  has  regarded  the  right  of  making  appropriations  to  pro- 
mote objects  not  certainly  of  greater  gencralutility  as  clearly  granted  in  the  Con- 
stitution. But,  it  belongs  not  to  the  Society  to  decide  what  may  or  may  not  be  the 
constitutional  powers  of  Congress.  In  relation  to  these,  there  exists,  we  are  aware, 
o-reat  diversity  of  opinion,  and  while  the  Society  solicits,  in  behalf  of  its  design, 
the  consideration  of  the  National  Legislatura,  it  neither  desires  nor  expects  aid 
which  can  be  afforded  only  by  violating  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  It  pre- 
sumes Congress  to  know  its  own  duties  and  is  content  to  submit  the  merits  of  its 
cause  to  its  wise  and  patriotic  judgment. 

The  hostility,  manifested  towards  the  American  Colonization  Society,  has  not 
been  excited  then,  by  any  depaHure  of  the  Society  from  the  design  and  the  princi- 
ples which  it  avowed  at  its  origin,  nor  yet  from  any  thing  in  its  character  or  proceed- 
ings unfriendly  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Southern  States.  It  is  the  success 
of  the  Society,  it  is  the  fulfilment  of  the  hopes  and  predictions  of  its  Founders  that 
has  awakened  the  desperate  and  malignant  spirit  which  now  comes  forth  to  arrest 
its  progress.  Voluntary  emancipation  begins  to  follow  in  the  train  of  Colonization, 
and  the  advocates  of  perpetual  slavery  are  indignant  at  witnessing  in  effectual  ope- 
ration, a  scheme  which  permits  better  men  than  themselves  to  exercise  without  re- 
straint the  purest  and  the  noblest  feelings  of  our  nature.  These  strenuous  assertere 
of  the  right  to  judge  for  themselves  in  regard  to  their  domestic  policy,  are  alarmed 
at  a  state  of  things  which  secures  the  same  right  to  every  individual  of  their  com- 
munity. Do  they  apprehend  that  the  system  which  they  would  perpetuate  cannot 
continue  unimpaired  unless  the  privilege  of  emancipating  his  slaves  for  the  purpose 
qf  Colonization  shall  be  denied  to  the  master?  Do  they  feel  that  in  this  country 
and  this  age  the  influences  of  trvith  and  Freedom  are  becoming  too  active  and  power- 
ful and  that  all  their  forces  must  be  summoned  to  the  contest  with  these  foes  to 
their  purposes  and  their  doctrines? 

If  so,  their  defeat  is  inevitable.  Such  men  have  more  to  do  than  to  counteract 
the  efforts  of  our  Society.  Fevf  and  feeble  even  in  the  states  of  the  south,  they 
must  gird  themselves  for  v/arfaro  against  all  the  Friends  of  virtue  and  liberty,  of 
min  and  God.  A  true  son  of  Virgi7iia  has  said,  "I  may  be  permitted  to  declare 
that  I  would  be  a  slave-holder  to-day  without  scruple.  But  I  hold  it  due  to  can- 
dour to  say,  that  if  there  be  astatesman  in  the  United  States,  and  I  believe  there  are 
two  or  three  suoh,  wiio  is  content  tliat  wo  shall  always  hold  them  in  servitude,  and 
would  advise  us  to  rest  contented  with  them,  us  and  our  posterity,  without  seek- 
ing or  accepting  means  of  liberating  ourselves  and  them,  he  deserves  a  heavier  ven- 
geance than  the  orator's  bile,  the  curses  of  America  counselled  to  her  ruin,  and  of 
cutiaged  Africa.     Let  me  not  be  considered  ha;Nli;  for  inasmuch  as  the  piratical  f ra- 
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iler  for  human  beings  on  the  African  Coast,  the  master  of  the  slave-ship,  is  the  most 
detestable  of  monsters  in  action,  so,  I  must  say,  is  the  .idvocatc  by  cool  argument  of 
slavery  in  the  abstract,  odious  in  thought." 

Tl»c  Colonization  Society  would  be  the  last  Institution  in  the  world  to  disturb  the 
domestic  tranquility  of  the  South.  What  we  have  now  written  has  been  in  self-de- 
fence. The  interests  of  many  concerned  in  the  management  of  this  Society  arc  iden- 
tified with  those  of  the  South,  and  while  they  have  looked  to  the  Southern  States 
for  cfticiont  support,  they  have  received  thence  the  most  cheering  and  substantial 
proofs  of  public  favcr.  They  trust  that  they  are  not  insensible  to  the  responsibility 
under  which  they  act;  that  they  are  ever  disposed  to  take  counsel  of  prudence,  and 
that  their  motives  and  their  measures  are  not  unworthy  of  the  approbation  of  the 
American  people  and  of  Heaven. 

Numerous  in  almost  every  State  of  the  Union,  are  the  Friends  of  the  Society,  and 
few,  we  ti'ust,  even  in  any  State,  are  its  enemies.  The  enthusiasm  of  youth  and  the 
wisdom  of  age;  the  eloquence  of  the  statesruan  and  the  minister  of  Christ;  the  pow- 
er of  faith  and  prayers  of  the  devout;  manly  vigour  aud  female  piety  and  benefi- 
cence, unitedly,  encourage  and  sustain  it.  The  good  of  this  world  and  the  glo- 
rious of  another  and  a  better,  look  joyfully  upon  a  spot  already  reclaimed  from  the 
darkness  aud  desert  of  Africa,  and  illumined  and  blest  with  civilization  and  the  gos- 
pel. On  the  rough  and  stormy  waves  of  affliction,  in  which  for  ages  this  continent 
has  been  overwhelmed,  gleams  the  star  of  hope  and  promise,  and  a  merciful  and 
heavenly  voice  breaks  forth  from  the  cloud — it  is  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God — 1& 
still  the  commotion  and  put  the  wrath  of  the  tempest  to  sleep. 


(No.  4.) 

The  noble  plan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  of  New  York,  to  raise 
§100,000  for  this  Society,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  by  sub- 
scriptions of  §1000,  (each  subscriber  to  pay  SlOO  annually  for 
ten  years)  has  made  some  progress  during  the  j^ear.  We  would 
by  no  means  despair  of  its  acccmplishment,  though  we  reo^ret 
extremely,  that  our  wealthy  friends  come  forward  so  slowly  to 
give  it  their  patronage.  We  entreat  them  to  consider  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  object,  and  to  lend  their  aid  to  its  full  accomplish- 
ment. 

Gerrit  SmUh,  Fcterboro,  New  York. 

Jasper  Curning,  Churleston,  Soiit))  Carolina. 

Theodore  Kreling'huysen,  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

John  T.  Norton,  Albany,  New  York. 

v..  V.  Hackns,  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 

A  (ientlcnum  in  Mississipj-)!. 

Mattliew  Ciirey,  Philaclelpliia. 

Josiah  IJissel,  Rochester,  New  York. 

Williuni  Crane,  IJiciimond,  Yirg-iuia. 

Fleming'  James,  ditto. 

A  Frieiiil  in  Mrg'iniii. 
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Mrs.  M.  II.  Carrlngton,  Mrs.  Ann  Fontaine,  7      $100  annually  by 

Wm.  A-  Camngton,  P.  S.  Carrington,  >      equal  contributions. 

Gen.  Ed\rard  Carrington,  and  Waiter  C.  Camngton 

A  few  Gentlemen  near  Oak  Hill,  Fauquier  County,  Va. 

liev.  Ebenezer  Burg-ess,  Dedhara,  Mass. 

Robert  Ralston,  Fhiladelphia. 

Elliot  Cresson,         ditto. 

Robert  Gilmor,  Baltimore. 

George  Burweil,  Frederick  county,  Va. 

Association  of  50  persons  in  Rev.  Dr.  Mead's  parish,  Trederick  co  Va. 

Hon.  Edward  M'Gehee,  Mississippi. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  P.  Tiiomas,  Louisiana. 

Four  young  Gentlemen  in  Alexandria,  D.  C. 

The  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Friend  in  Fredericktown,  Md. 
Another  Subscription  on  the    plan  of  Gerrit  Smith,  in  Bishop  Mead's 

Congregation,  Frederick  county,  Va. 
John  Gray,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
Solomon  Allen,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cortland  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany   N.  Y. 
Female  Colonization  Society  of  Georgetown,  D  C 
General  Jolm  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia 
Thomas  Buihngton,  Guyaiidott,  Va 
Judge  Burnett,  of  Ohio. 
Nicholas  Browne,  Providence,  R.  I. 


(No.  5.) 
Resolutions  of  State  Legislatures. 

The  following  States  have  expressed  in  terms  more  or  less  fa- 
vourable, their  approbation  of  the  plans  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society.  Virginia,  Georgia,  Maryland,  Tennessee, 
New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Connecticut,  Kentucky,  Delaware,  Ver- 
mont, Indiana.  Virginia,  Maryland,  Tennessee,  New  Jersey, 
Ohio,  Delaware,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  Kentucky  and  Indiana, 
have  recommended  the  objects  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  to  the  patronage  of  the  National  Government,  (Vide 
Appendix  to  the  Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Society,  page  60, 
and  Report  11th,  page  80.) 

During  the  year  1829,  the  following  joint  Resolutions  passed 
the  Senate  of  Kentucky,  with  only  three  dissenting  voices: 

Resolved^  ^'C  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, be  requested  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  procure  an 
appropriation  of  money  of  Congress,  to  aid,  so  far  as  is  consist- 
ent with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  Colonizing  the 
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Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States  in  Africa,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  requested  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  sever- 
al States, 

Mr.  Noble  of  Indiana,  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  a  joint  Resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, recommending  the  American  Colonization  Society  to  the 
patronage  of  Congress. 

The  memorial  of  the  Colonization  Society  is  now  before  the 
Legislatures  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  and  we  have  much 
reason  to  believe  that  both  of  these  powerful  States  will  recom- 
mend its  object  to  the  favour  and  patronage  of  the  National 
Government. 

The  subject  of  affording  aid  to  the  American  Colonization 
Society,  has,  during  the  year  past,  been  before  the  State  Legis- 
latures of  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  and  Louisiana. 


(No.  6.) 

Memorial  to  Congress. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  examined  the  History  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  Colonization  Society,  that  the  pow- 
ers and  resources  of  the  National  Government,  have  been  regard- 
ed by  most  of  its  Friends  as  alone  adequate  to  complete  the  de- 
sign of  x\frican  Colonization.  The  Managers  of  the  parent  In- 
stitution have  repeatedly  sent  in  their  petitions  to  Congress,  and 
with  the  sanction  of  many  State  Legislatures  invited  that  body 
to  take  into  consideration  the  claims  of  their  object  to  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. — The  memorials  of  the  Society  have,  generally,  been 
treated  with  respect,  and  several  committees  to  whom  they  have 
been  referred,  have  made  reports  highly  favourable  to  the  views 
of  the  petitioners.  In  both  Houses,  it  is  believed,  the  cause  of 
the  Society  has  been  rapidly  gaining  strength.  Almost  every 
year  has  witnessed  some  addition  to  the  number  of  States  which 
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have  through  their  Legislatures  instructed  their  Senators  and  re- 
quested their  Representatives  to  give  their  support  in  Congress 
to  the  object  of  the  Society.  But  the  time  has  arrived  when  this 
subject  demands  the  more  general  and  serious  attention  of  the 
American  people. 

The  State  Society  of  Kentucky  has  resolved  to  second  the 
efforts  of  the  Parent  Institution,  by  presenting  its  own  memo- 
rial, with  the  signatures  of  citizens  from  various  parts  of  the 
State,  to  Congress,  and  soliciting  that  body  no  longer  to  neglect 
the  appeals  made  to  it  in  behalf  of  a  great  enterprise,  most  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  welfare  of  our  country  as  well  as 
sanctioned  by  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  national  justice  and 
humanity.  We  hope  the  example  of  our  Friends  in  Kentucky  will 
he  imitated  by  all  the  Jhixiliary  Societies  in  the  Land.  Let  the 
people  of  the  United  States  speak  out  in  tones  of  solemn  ear- 
nestness in  behalf  of  the  scheme  of  African  Colonization. — 
Their  voice  will  be  heard^  and  the  energies  and  resources  of 
the  Government  be  brought  to  complete  a  work,  begun  in  weak- 
ness, but  unspeakably  important  to  this  country  and  full  of 
blessing-s  for  another. 


LIFE  MEMBERS 


Of  the  Colonization  Society,  by  the  contribution  of  gSO,   or  up- 
wards, at  one  time,  to  the  funds  of  the  Institution. 


Baltimore, 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrolton 
J  N  D  Arey  and  H  Didie 
A  Fridg-e  and  William  Morris 
James  W  M'Culloch 
Nathaniel  F  Williams 
J  Campbell,  J  Ritchie 
Wilson  Millikins  &  Co 
Amos  A  Williams 
Isaac  M'Kim 
JohnE  Howard 
Robert  Gilmor 
Thomas  Elliott 
Alex  M'Donald 
Thomas  Tenant 
Peter  Hoffman 
George  Hoffman 
John  Hoffman 
J  Oldfield 
Mr  Von  Capf 
J  I  Cohen 
Luke  Tiernan 
John  Perviance 
Richard  Caton 
William  Tyson 
N  Tyson 
Andrew  Ellicott 
James  Ellicott 
Hugh  Thompson 
John  M 'Henry 
Philip  E  Thomas 
Evan  Thomas 
J  B  Morris 
Robert  G  Harper 
Robert  Oliver 
Boswell  L  Colt 
E  J  Coale 
John  Barr 
"Wm  E  George 
L  P  Barrows 
John  Small 
R  H  Douglass* 

Richmond,  Fa, 
Hon  J  Marshall 
Rev  J  H  Turner 
David  I  Burr 
Rev  S  Taylor 
William  Crane 
Fleming  James 
8 


Charleston,  Jefferson  county,  Va. 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Whiting 
J  T  A  Washington 

Washington,  B.  C. 
Wm  Thornton* 
Henry  Clay 
R  R  Gurley 
Richard  Harrison 
Elias  B  Caldwell* 
Rev  Luther  Rice 

Georgetown,  D.  C. 
Mrs  Harriet  B  Macomb 
John  Laird 
F  S  Key 
John  Mason 
J  T  Shaff* 
Henry  Foxall* 
Richard  Potts 

Edward  Colston,  Berkly  county.  Fa. 
C  F  Mercer,  Leesburg,  Fa. 
Wm  H  Fitzhugh,*  Fairfax  county,  Va. 
Thomas  Fairfax  do 

John  Randolph,  Roanoke,  Va. 

Philadelphia. 
Robert  Ralston 
Matthew  Carey 
Elliot  Cresson 
Samuel  Archer 
Richard  Dale 
Rev  Wm  A  Muhlenburg 
Rev  J  Janeway 
Rev  Bishop  White 
Alexander  Henry 
Mr.  Dandridge 
Solomon  Allen 

William  H  Crawford,  Georgia. 
William  Walker  do 

H  H  Chapman,  Annapolis,  Md. 
Hon  B  Washington,*  Mt.   Vernon. 
Charles  Marsh,  Woodstock,  Ft. 
Rev  J  Caldwell,  Chapel  Hill,  N.  C 
William  Garnet,  Essex  county,  Va. 
J  H  Coke,  New  Canton,  Va. 
Rev  Seneca  White,  Bath,  Maine. 
Rev  S  L  Pomeroy,  Bangor,  Maine. 
John  Dunlap,  Brunswick,  Maine. 
Rev  Thomas  C  Upham,     do 
Rev  S  Everett,  Hallowell,  Maine. 
Rev  E  Gillett,  D  D         do 
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Fredericl-  county,  Va, 
Pliilip  Harwell 
Kev  Wm  Meade 
Richard  K  Meade 
David  Meade 
Jolin  Milton 
Wm  Garnegy 
Hugh  Holmes 
Oliver  Tiinston 
James  Ship 
Nathaniel  Burwell 
Susan  Meade* 
Miss  Mary  Meade 
Lucy  Meade 
Rev  A  Belmain 
Daniel  Lee 
Mrs  Ann  R  Page 
Mrs  Norris 
Wm  Hay,  sen 
James  M  Mite 
John  Kerfoot 
James  Somers 
Wm  Mitchell 
Robert  Berkley 
James  Davis 
Stephen  Davis 
Miss  Judith  Blackburn 
Rev  Dr  Hill 
Hon  Robert  White 
Obd'h  Waite 
James  Baker 
Edward  Smith 
Joseph  Fountleroy 
Fielding  Sonaers 
P  Nelson 
Mrs  Blackburn 
George  Buivvell 

Monsieur  Hyde  De  Neuville,  France. 
J  L  Smith,  Frederick  Town,  Md. 
Richard  Potts  do 

Charleston,  S,  C. 
Rev  C  Gadsden 
Jasper  Corning 
Thomas  I  Grimke 
Wm  Smith 
Mr  Poinsett 
Mr  Gibbs 
Rev  Mr  Payson 
Robert  Smith 
Maj  Vaiiderhest 
Jolin  Anson 
Isaac  Ball 
Wm  Clark  son 
Charles  C  Pinkney 
Mrs  Russel 

Hon  J  T  Sanford,  Tennessee, 
Wm  Rabun,  Milledgeville,  Georgia. 


James  L  Lane.  Shepherdstown,  Va. 
Kev  John  Matthews         do 
George  Carter,  Loudon  county,   Va. 
John  Rose  do 

Boston, 
Mr  Bradford 
Rev  Wm  Jenks 
Rev  Paul  Dean 
Rev  Mr  Stretree 
Wm  B  Beadford 
Rev  D  B  Palmer 
Samuel  Elliott 
John  Tappan 
Benjamin  Dearborn 
A  C  Lombard 
Francis  Watts 
Rev  Mr  Merritt 
John  Sullivan 
Rev  Francis  Converse 
Joseph  P  Bradlee 
Mr  Paine 

Judge  Cranch,  Alexandria,  D.  C. 
Rev  Dr  Wilmer* 

New  York. 
Col  Henry  Rutgers* 
Rev  Nathan  Bangs 
Rev  Gardner  Spring,  D  D 
Matthew  L  Clarkson 
Rev  Dr  Milnor 
Rev  James  M  Matthews,  D  D 
Rev  Gilbert  H  Livingston 
Rev  Mr  Snodgrass 
Rev  S  H  Cone 
George  Gallagher 
Anson  G  Phelps 
Arthur  Tappan 
Rev  S  H  Cox 
Rev  H  Anthon 
John  M'Comb 

Rev  John  Johnson,  Newburg,  N.  Y. 
Rev  Jonas  King,  Greece. 

London,  G.  B. 
Mr  Canning  (British  Minister) 
B  Smith 

Bristol,  Rhode  Island. 
Rt  Rev  Bishop  Griswold 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
John  T  Norton, 
Hon  Stephen  Van  Renssalaer 
Cortland  Van  Rensselaer 
Ethan  Andrus,  Middlehury,  Vt. 
Dea  Levi  Farwell,    Cambridge,  Mass. 
Charles  A  Lord,  Kennebunk  Port. 
Daniel  W  Lord  do 

Rev  J  P  Fessenden     do 
C  W  Williams,  Kennebunk  Maine. 
Rev  N  H  Fletcher      do 
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Rev  J  N  Maffit,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Kev  Joseph  W  Clary      do 

Col  David  Mack,  MIMlefield,  Mass. 

Providence,  li.  I. 
Rev  Stephen  Gano 
Kev  James  Wilson 
Rev  Henry  Edes 
Rev  Nathan  B  Crocker 
Thomas  P  Ives, 
Nicholas  Browne, 

Rev  Orville  Dewey,  Newport,  Mass. 
Rev  Wm  Patten,  D  D.         do. 
Rev  S  Holmes,  New  Bedford,  Mass, 
Rev  Seth  F  Swift,  Nantucket,  Mass. 
Rev  Stephen  Baily  do. 

Rev  F  Freeman,  Plymouth,  Mass. 
Rev  James  Kendall,  D  D 
Rev  Z  Willis,  Kingston,  Mass. 
Rev  John  Allyn  Duxbury,  Mass. 
Rev  D  Porter,  D  D.  Catskill,  N.  Y. 
Gerrit  Smith,  Peterbnro,  N.  Y. 
Rev  D  Thurston,  TVinthrop,  Maine. 
Hon  Mr  Burnet,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Rev  Mr  Searle,  Graft 07i,  Maine. 
Rev  Spencer  Cone        do 
Rev  L  Bayley,  Massachusetts. 
Needham  L  Washington,  Virginia. 
Gen  John  H  Cocke,  do. 

Portland,  Maine. 
Rev  S  Ten  Broeck 
Rev  Mr  Ripley 
Rev  A  Cummings 

Halifax  county,  Va. 
Rev  Charles  Dresser 
Gen  Edward  Carrington 
Walter  C  Carrington 
Rev  A  Jones,  Charkstown,  Va, 

Fredericksburg,  Va. 
Hon  Hugh  Mercer 
Mrs  Louisa  Mercer 
John  Gray, 

J  G  Herbert,  Maryland. 
Rev  Mr  Douglass,  Alfred,  Maine. 


J  B  Skinner,  Edenton,  N.  C. 
Sarah  Cleves,  Sa.co,  Maine. 

Schenectady,   N.  Y. 
Rev  Eliphalet  Noll,  D  D 
Col  D  Bullock,  Louisa  eounty,    Va. 
Hev  Mr  Guille,  Mendon,  Mass. 
Rev  E  Burgess,  Dedham,  Mass. 
Rev  Jonathan  Ward,  Plymouth,  N.  H. 
Joseph   Cowan,   Augusta  county,   Va. 
C  H  Shipman,   Newark,  N.  J. 
Hon  Theodore  Frelinghuysen 
Samuel  A  Elliot,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Friend  Crane,  Canton,  Mass. 
Caleb  Oaties,  Danvers,  Mass. 
Mrs  Hetty  McErven,    Nashville,   Ten. 
Rev  G  Lemmon,  Fauquier  county,  Va 
Kev  I  J  Roberts,  Edgefield,  S-  C. 
John  McDowell,  Romney,  Va, 
Rev  John  McDonald,   do. 
E  F  Backus,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Josiah  Bissell,  Rochester,  N.  Y 
John  McPhail,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Wm  Maxwell         do. 
Hon  Edward  M'Gehae,  Mississippi. 
Rev  Dr  J  P  Thomas,  Louisiana. 
Mrs  Lydia  Anciaux,  Savannah,  Geo. 
Rev  Nathl  S  Prime,  Cambridge,  N.  Y 
Rev  Dr  Bullions  do. 

Rev  J  Allan,  Hunfsville,  Alabama. 
Chs  I  Aldis,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Rev  Isaac  Kellar,  Williamsport,  Md, 
Rev  B  Tappan,  Augusta,  Maine. 

Middletown,  Conn. 
Rev  JnoR  Crane 
Rev  Smith  Payne 
Rev  Mr  Burch 
V  B  Horton,  Esq 
Rev  E  Tyler 
Rev  Mr  Cookson 

Geo  W  Campbell,  Millsburg,  Mass. 
Rev  Richard  Bibb,  Russelville,  Ky. 
Thomas  Buffington,  Guyandoit,  Va. 


•  Dead. 


Note — We  shall  be  thankful  to  our  friends  to  enable  us  to  supply  what 
is  deficient,  or  correct  what  is  erroneous  in  this  list.  Some  may  have  been 
made  Life  Members  by  contributions  to  Auxiliaries,  of  which  we  are  not 
informed. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


JMERICIX  COLOJ^IZATIOX  SOCIETY, 


AT   THEIR 


FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Fifteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization 
Society  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  the  16th  of  January,  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States.  At 
the  hour  appointed,  (half  past  6  o'clock)  the  Hall  was  filled  to 
overflowing  with  an  assembly  comprising  many  of  the  Officers  of 
Government,  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  distinguish- 
ed strangers  and  citizens,  among  whom  were  seen  a  large  number 
of  the  fair  Ladies  of  our  Metropolis.  Many  were  compelled  to 
retire,  being  unable  to  obtain  admission.  The  Hon.  Charles 
Fenton  Mercer,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society, 
took  the  Chair. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie,  after  the  organization  of  the  Meeting, 
addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  following  Gentlemen  gave  in  their  names  as  Delegates  to 
the  Meeting: — 
From  the  Aux.  Col.  Society  of  Canfield,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio. 
Hon.  Elisha  Whittlesey. 

From  the  Worcester  County  Col.  Society,  Mass. 
Hon.  James  G.  Kendall. 

From  the  Albemarle  Colonization  Society,  Va. 
Thomas  W.  Gilmer, 
James  H,  Trrril. 

From  the  Wilmington  Society,  Delaware. 
Hon.  Arnold  Naudain. 


IV 

Fro)n  the  Newark  Col.  Society,  New  Jersey. 
Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
Hon.  Silas  Condict. 
From  the  Zanesville  and  Putnam  County  Society,  Ohio. 
■  Hon.  W.  W.  Irvin. 

From  the  Crawford  County  Society,  Penn. 
Hon.  John  Banks. 

From  the  N.  H.   State  Colonization  Society. 
Hon.  Samuel  Bell. 

From  the  Washington  Aux.  Col.  Society,  Penn. 
Hon.  Thomas  M'Kennon, 

From  Caldwell  County  Aux.  Col.  Society,  N.  C. 
Hon.  C.  Lyon. 

Fro7n  the  Westchester  County  Society,  Penn. 
Jesse  Kerzey. 

From  the  Society  oj  Friends  in  N.  Carolina. 
Jeremiah  Hubbard, 
Allen  Hill. 

From  the  Georgetown  Col.  Society,  D.  C. 
Rev.  James  M'Vean, 
James  Dunlop,  Esq. 
Thomas  Turner,  Esq. 

From  the  State  Col.  Society  of  Va. 
Hon.  Governor  Tyler, 
Hon.  Andrew  Stephenson, 
Chief  Justice  Marshall. 

From  the  Alexandria  Col.  Society,  D.  C. 
Rev.  Mr.  Harrison, 
Hugh  C.  Smith,  Esq. 

Vermont  State  Col.  Society. 
Hon.  Mr.  Prentiss, 
Hon.  Mr.  Seymour. 

Windham  County  Society,  Conn. 
Hon.  Mr.  Young. 

From  the  Young  Men's  Missionary  Society. 
Rev.  Mr.  Durbin. 
Parts  of  the  Annual   Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  with 
the  following  highly  interesting  letters  from  the  venerable  Lafay- 
ette, Ex-President  James  Madison  and  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 


were  read  by  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  the  Secretary,  to  whom 
they  were  addressed. 

Paris,  October  29,  1831. 

Ml/  Dear  Sir.-  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  Reports  you  have  tlie 
kindness  to  send.  The  progressing  state  of  our  Liberia  eslablishment  is  to  me 
a  source  of  enjoyment,  and  the  most  lively  interest.  Proud  as  I  am  of  the 
honor  of  being  one  of  tho  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society,  I  only  regret  that 
I  cannot  make  myself  more  useful.  Permit  me  to  request  every  informa- 
tion in  your  power.  My  whole  family  join  in  the  desire  to  receive,  besides 
the  Reports,  the  regular  files  of  the  Liberia  Herald,  extracts  of  which,  we 
shall  take  care  to  have  published. 

Remember  me  to  our  friends,  and  believe  me  most  truly,  your  affec- 
tionate friend, 

LAPAYETTE. 

When  the  Society  meet,  be  pleased  to  present  my  wishes,  gratitude, 
and  respect. 

MoNTPELiER,  December  29,  1831. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received,  in  due  time,  your  letter  of  the  21st  ult.  and  with 
due  sensibility  to  the  subject  of  it.  Such,  however,  has  been  the  effect 
of  a  painful  rheumatism  on  my  general  condition,  as  well  as  in  disqualifying 
my  fingers  for  the  use  of  the  pen,  that  I  could  not  do  justice  "to  the  prin- 
ciples and  measures  of  the  Colonization  Society  in  all  the  great  and  various 
relations  they  sustain  to  our  own  country  and  to  Africa,"  if  my  views  of  them 
could  have  the  value  which  your  partiality  supposes.  I  may  observe,  in 
brief,  that  the  Society  had  always  my  good  wishes,  though  with  hopes  of 
its  success  less  sanguine  than  were  entertained  by  others  found  to  have 
been  the  better  judges;  and,  that  I  feel  the  greatest  pleasure  at  the  pro- 
gress already  made  by  the  Society,  and  the  encouragement  to  encounter 
remaining  difficulties  afforded  by  the  earlier  and  greater  ones  already 
overcome.  Many  circumstances  at  the  present  moment  seem  to  concur 
in  brightening  the  prospects  of  the  Society  and  cherishing  the  hope  that 
the  time  will  come,  when  the  dreadful  calamity  which  has  so  long  afflicted 
our  country  and  filled  so  many  with  despair,  will  be  gradually  removed  and 
by  means  consistent  with  justice,  peace  and  the  general  satisfaction:  thus 
giving  to  our  country  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
to  the  world  the  full  benefit  of  its  great  example.  I  never  considered  the 
main  difficulty  of  the  great  work  as  lying  in  the  deficiency  of  emancipa- 
tions, but  in  an  inadequacy  of  asylums  for  such  a  growing  mass  of  popu- 
lation, and  in  the  great  expense  of  removing  it  to  its  new  home.  The 
spirit  of  private  manumission  as  the  laws  may  permit  and  the  exiles  may 
consent,  is  increasing  and  will  increase;  and  Ihere  are  sufficient  indications 
that  the  public  authorities  in  slave-holding  States  are  looking  forward  to 
interpositions  in  different  forms  that  must  have  a  powerful  effect.  With 
respect  to  the  new  abode  for  the  emigrants,  all  agree  that  the  choice  made 
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by  the  Societ_v  is  rendered  peculiarly  appropriate  by  considerations  which 
need  not  be  rej"eater!,  and  if  other  situations  should  not  be  found  eligi- 
ble receptacles  for  a  portion  of  them,  the  prospects  in  Africa  seem  to  be 
expanding  in  a  highly  encouraging  degree. 

In  contemplating  the  pecuniary  resources  needed  for  the  removal  of 
such  a  number  to  so  great  a  distance,  my  thoughts  and  hopes  have  been 
long  turned  to  the  rich  fund  presented  in  the  western  lands  of  the  Nation, 
which  will  soon  entirely  cease  to  be  under  a  pledge  for  another  object. 
The  great  one  in  question  is  truly  of  a  national  character,  and  it  is  known 
that  distinguished  patriots  not  dwelling  in  slave-holding  States  have  view- 
ed the  object  in  that  light  and  would  be  willing  to  let  the  national  domain 
be  a  resource  in  effecting  it. 

Should  it  be  remarked  that  the  States,  though  all  may  be  interested  in 
relieving  our  country  from  the  colored  population,  they  are  not  equally 
SO;  it  is  but  fair  to  recollect,  that  the- sections  most  to  be  benefitted,  are 
those  whose  cessions  created  the  fund  to  be  disposed  of. 

I  am  aware  of  the  constitutional  obstacle  which  has  presented  itself;  but 
if  the  general  will  be  reconciled  to  an  application  of  the  territorial  fund  to 
the  removal  of  the  colored  population,  a  grant  to  Congress  of  the  necessa- 
ry authority  could  be  carried,  with  little  delay,  through  the  forms  of  the 
Constitution. 

Sincerely  wishing  an  increasing  success  to  the  labors  of  the  Society, 
I  pray  you  to  be  assured  of  my  esteem,  and  to  accept  my  friendly  saluta- 
tions. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Richmond,  Dec.  14,  1831. 

Bear  Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  the  7th,  in  the  course  of  the  mall, 
but  it  was  not  accompanied  by  the  documents  you  mention. 

I  undoubtedly  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  Society,  but, 
if  I  had  not  long  since  formed  a  resolution  against  appearing  in  print  on 
any  occasion,  I  should  now  be  unable  to  comply  with  your  request.  In 
addition  to  various  occujxations  which  press  on  me  very  seriously,  the 
present  state  of  my  family  is  such  as  to  prevent  my  attempting  to  prepare 
any  tiling  for  publication. 

The  great  object  of  the  Society,  I  presume,  is  to  obtain  pecuniary  aids. 
Application  will  undoubtedly  be  made,  I  hope  successfully,  to  the  several 
State  Legislatures  by  the  societies  formed  within  them  respectively.  It  is 
extremely  desirable  that  tliey  should  pass  permanent  laws  on  the  subject, 
and  the  excitement  produced  by  the  late  insurrection  makes  this  a  favor- 
able moment  for  the  friends  of  the  Colony  to  press  for  such  acts.  It  would 
be  also  desirable,  if  such  a  direction  could  be  given  to  State  Legislation 
as  might  have  some  tendencj''  to  incline  the  people  of  color  to  migrate. 
This,  however,  is  a  subject  of  much  delicacy.  Whatever  may  be  the  suc- 
cess of  our  endeavors  to  obtain  acts  for  permanent  aids,  I  have  no  doubt 
(hat  our  applications  for  immediate  contributions  will  receive  attention. 


It  ia  possible,  though  not  probable,  that  more  people  of  color  may  be  dis- 
posed to  migrate  than  can  be  provided  for  with  the  funds  the  Society 
may  be  enabled  to  command.  Under  this  impression  I  sug-gested,  some 
years  past,  to  one  or  two  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  allow  a  small  ad- 
ditional bounty  in  lands  to  those  who  would  pay  their  own  passage  in 
whole  or  in  part.     The  suggestion,  however,  was  not  approved. 

It  is  undoubtedly  o:  gi  eat  importance  to  retain  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  the  General  Government.  Some  of  our  crulzers  stationed  on 
the  coast  of  Africa  would,  at  tl  e  same  time,  interrupt  the  slave  trade — a 
horrid  traffic  detested  by  all  good  men,  and  would  protect  the  vessels  and 
commerce  of  the  Colony  from  pirates  who  infest  those  seas.  The 
power  of  the  government  to  afford  this  aid  is  not,  I  believe,  contested.  I 
regret  that  its  power  to  grant  pecuniary  aid  is  not  equally  free  from  ques- 
tion. On  this  subject,  I  have  always  thought,  and  still  tliink,  that  the  pro- 
position made  by  Mr.  King,  in  the  Senate,  is  the  most  unexceptionable, 
and  the  most  effective  that  cm  be  devised. 

The  fund  would  probably  opei  ate  as  rapidly  as  would  be  desirable, 
when  we  take  into  view  tie  other  resources  which  might  come  in  aid  of 
it,  and  its  application  would  be,  perhaps,  less  exposed  to  those  consti- 
tutional objections  which  are  made  in  the  South  than  the  application  of 
money  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and  raised  by  taxes.  The  lands  are  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  have  heretofore  been  disposed  of  by 
the  government  under  the  idea  of  absolute  ownership.  The  cessions  of 
the  several  States  convey  them  to  the  General  Government  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  without  prescribing  any  limits  to  the  judgment  of  Congress, 
or  any  rule  by  which  that  judgment  shall  be  exercised.  The  cession  of 
Virginia  indeed  seems  to  look  to  an  apportionment  of  the  fund  among 
the  States,  "according  to  their  several  respective  proportions  in  the  gene- 
ral charge  and  expenditure."  But  this  cession  was  made  at  a  time  when 
the  lands  were  believed  to  be  t'.ie  only  available  fund  for  paying  the  debts 
of  the  United  States  and  supporting  their  Government.  This  condition 
has  probably  been  supposed  to  be  controled  by  the  existing  constitution, 
which  gives  Congress  "power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territories  or  the  property  belonging  to  the 
U.  States.  It  is  certain  that  the  donations  made  for  roads  and  colleges 
are  not  in  proportion  to  the  part  borne  by  each  State  of  the  general  expen- 
diture. The  removal  of  our  colored  population  is,  I  think,  a  common 
object,  by  no  means  confined  to  the  slave  States,  although  they  are  more 
iramediately  interested  in  it.  The  whole  Union  would  be  strengthened 
by  it,  and  relieved  from  a  danger,  whose  extent  can  scarcely  be  estima- 
ted. It  lessens  very  much  in  my  estimation,  the  objection  in  a  political 
view  to  the  application  of  this  ample  fund,  that  our  lands  are  becoming  an 
object  for  which  the  States  are  to  scramble,  and  which  threatens  to  sow 
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the  seeds  of  discord  among^    us  instead  of  beingf  what  kbey  mlg^Ut  be — a 
source  of  national  wealth. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  and  respectful  esteem. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MARSHALL. 
When  the  reading  of  the  Report  and  the  above  letters  was 
roncluded,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  following 
Resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  be  accepted,  and  that  10,- 
000  copies  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Leonard  Bacon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  friends  of  this  Society,  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  to  make  themselves  fully  acquainted  with  its  claims  and  merits  as  a 
benevolent  Institution,  and  as  such,  to  plead  for  it  with  the  public;  and  especially 
to  present  its  plan  to  the  free  people  of  color  as  an  Institution  designed  primarily 
and  most  immediately  for  their  good. 

Mr.  Bacon  addressed  the  Meeting  substantially  as  follows: 

In  presenting'  this  resolution,  Sir,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  a  few  re- 
marks. It  has  been  my  privilege,  on  many  occasions,  to  plead  the  cause  of 
your  Society  as  a  ienevolent  Institution,-  and  as  such  it  has  ever  been  my 
happiness  to  regard  it,  since  first  I  became  acquainted  with  its  designs. — 
Let  it  be  exhibited  in  this  light,  and  it  will  plead  for  itself  with  all 
the  friends  of  man  and  all  the  worshippers  of  God.  Let  it  keep  this 
jiigh  attitude,  and  around  it  will  be  rallied  more  and  more,  all  the 
sympathies  and  strength  of  the  wise  and  good  among  us,  and  voices  of 
cheering  will  come  up — as  we  have  heard  them  to-night — from  other 
lands  bidding-  us  go  onward,  telling  us  our  work  is  the  work  of  God,  and 
that  in  the  strength  of  God  we  shall  prevail. 

I  apprehend.  Sir,  that  at  the  present  crisis,  there  may  be  some  danger 
of  forgetting  that  our  Institution  is  primarily  and  preeminently  benevo- 
lent. It  is  not  impossible  that,  in  our  reasonings  about  the  ulterior  results 
and  complicated  bearings  of  the  work,  we  may  too  much  overlook  the 
immediate  and  grand  design  of  doing  good  to  the  wretched,  elevating  a 
degraded  race  from  its  misery,  and  chasing  from  a  wide  continent  the 
deep  darkness  that  has  covered  it  for  uncounted  ages.  Let  the  Institution 
cease  to  be  a  benevolent  Institution,  and  its  prosperity  will  begin  to  fail: 
the  devout  will  cease  to  commend  it  to  God,  in  their  prayers;  and  the 
friends  of  suffering  humanity  will  no  longer  toll  in  its  behalf. 

If  the  Society,  Mr.  President,  is  to  hold  on  its  way,  especially  if  it  is  to 
prosper  to  the  extent  of  our  hopes,  we  as  individuals  (I  speak  on  the 
presumption  that  all  here  are  friends  to  this  cause) — we  as  individuals, 
Sir,  must  put  our  hands  to  the  work,  in  our  several  spheres.  We  must 
prove  ourselves  true-hearted,  working  philanthropists.      We  must  take 
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take  hold  of  the  enterprise  in  the  spirit  of  benevolence,  and  halp  it  for- 
ward aa  designed  to  do  good,  not  to  ourselves,  but  to  others  whom  the 
pi-essiire  of  exisliiig  evils  has  made  more  wretched  than  we  are,  more 
wretched  tlmn  we  can  ever  become. 

There  is  danger  that  the  free  colored  population  will  fall  into  the  liands 
of  far  other  men  than  the  friends  of  this  Society.  We  have  seen  some- 
thing of  this  danger;  and  the  sources  of  it  are  not  difficult  to  be  discovered. 
Our  Institution  is  one,  the  success  of  which,  will  not  only  bless  those  who 
are  the  immediate  objects  of  its  beneficence,  but,  by  blessing  them,  will 
bless  also  the  country  in  which  no  laws  and  no  benevolent  exertions  have 
as  yet  been  able  to  secure  them  an  equal  birthright,  and  the  people  among 
whom,  such  is  the  force  of  mutual  prejudice,  they  are  strangers  and  out- 
casts. Unquestionably,  Sir,  this  is  an  important  aspect  of  our  enterprise, 
and  one  which  I  would  by  no  means  desire  any  man  to  overlook.  Yet  here 
is  the  source  of  the  danger  referred  to.  When  the  Society  is  spoken  of 
as  an  Institution  which  is  to  relieve  us  of  a  present  and  pressing  evil, 
and  wliJch  may  relieve  the  countr}'  of  a  prospective  and  perhaps  not  dis- 
tant danger — when  such  views  are  strongly  urged  on  the  self  interest  of 
the  nation,  the  people  of  color  are  not  ignorant  of  this  aspect  of  the  sub- 
ject; they  read — they  hear — and  when  they  are  spoken  of  as  a  nuisance  to 
be  got  rid  of,  they  prove  themselves  men,  men  of  like  passions  with  us, 
by  resenting  it.  Their  prejudices  are  roused.  They  stand  aloof  from  the 
design.  And  the  fact  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  the  free  people  of  color, 
taken  as  a  community,  look  on  our  undertaking  with  disaffection.  Mean- 
while, there  are  men  whom  nature  has  endowed  with  such  talents  as 
equip  a  demagogue,  and  with  whom  it  seems  an  object  worth  ambition 
to  head  the  free  people  of  color,  and  to  receive  the  homage  of  their  ap- 
plause. Such  men  know  how  to  move  on  these  people  in  the  line  of 
their  prejudices.  "This  countr}',"  they  tell  them,  ''is  your  country;  here 
3'ou  were  born,  and  here  you  have  a  right  to  stay;  we  are  your  friends, 
and  we  will  maintain  your  rights  against  those  who  wotild  drive  you  into 
exile. "  Thus  moving  on  their  ignorance,  wearing  the  aspect  of  friend- 
ship, and  let  us  say  too — acting  as  their  friends  in  many  other  respects, 
such  men  find  it,  at  present,  an  easy  matter  to  confirm  them  in  their  pre- 
judices, and  to  acquire  an  influence  over  them  which  may  be  directed  to 
disastrous  issues. 

I  have  not  made  tliese  remarks.  Sir,  without  a  view  to  some  practical 
application.  We  all  believe  that  this  Institution  is  admirably  calculated 
to  do  good  to  this  unhappy  portion  of  mankind.  We  know  that  this  is 
its  immediate  design.  In  our  viev/^,  it  stands  with  its  hands  full  of  bless- 
ings for  these  our  fellow-men.  Let  us  go,  then,  and  show  these  fellow-men 
that  we  are  individually  their  friends.  Let  vis  show  this,  in  every  way,  in 
which  an  intelligent  and.  substantial  benevolence  can  manifest  itself.  Thus 
we  may  get  within  the  entrenchment  of  their  prejudices;  and  may  bring 

B 


them  to  understand  how  vajt,  how  rich,  ho«'  nobfe  is  the  isherttftncs' 
which  the  Society  oilfcrs  them.  Tiiej  need  only  to  know  this  clearly, 
and  nothing  more  will  be  necessary  to  carry  them  thither. 

Yes,  Sir,  I  doubt  not  we  shall  ere  long  witness  a  reaction  on  this  sub j-ect 
in  the  common  sentiment  of  the  free  people  of  color — a  reaction  power- 
ful in  proportion  to  the  streng-th  of  their  existing  prejudices.  I  doubt  not 
that,  as  they  become  better  acquainted  with  their  real  interests,  and  as 
they  begin  to  learn  how  unfounded  were  their  apprehensions  of  mischief 
in  our  designs,  we  shall  see  them  crowding  to  the  Colony,  as  the  oppressed 
of  Europe  come  crowding  to  our  shores. 

Indeed,  it  is  something  auspicious,  that  in  the  earlier  stages  of  our  un- 
dertaking, there  has  not  been  a  general  rush  of  emigration  to  the  Colony. 
In  any  single  year  since  Cape  Montserado  was  purchased,  the  influx  of  a 
thousand  emigrants  might  have  been  fatal  to  our  enterprise.  A  benig- 
nant Providence  has  retarded  the  work,  giving  us  opportunity  to  lay  our 
foundations  deep  and  strong,  so  that  by  and  by  the  topstone  may  g-o  up 
with  s!)outlng.  No  great  undertaking  is  suddenly  accomplished.  Rome 
was  not  built  in  a  day;  and  a  work  like  ours,  bestow  ing  happiness  on  mil- 
lions, reversing  the  dark  destiny  of  a  continent,  and  stretching  its  result* 
overall  future  time,  is  not  the  work  of  a  moment.  But  tiie  work  being 
fairly  begun — the  foundations  once  laid — the  elements  of  society  in  our 
infant  republic  once  compacted  and  organized — our  enterprise  may  go  on 
in  a  geometrical  ratio  of  acceleration.  The  new-comers  into  any  commu' 
nity  must  always  be  a  minority,  else  every  arrival  is  a  revolution;  they 
must  be  a  decided  minority,  easily  absorbed  into  the  system  and  mingled 
■with  the  mass,  else  the  community  is  constantly  liable  to  convulsion.  Let 
ten  thousand  foreigners,  rude  and  ignorant,  be  landed  at  once  in  this  dis- 
trict; and  what  would  be  the  result? — wh)',  you  must  have  an  armed  fores 
here  to  keep  the  peace.  So  one  thousand  now  landing  at  once  in  our 
Colony,  might  be  Its  ruin.  But  time  is  fast  developing  the  resources  and 
increasing  the  strength  of  our  young  African  empire.  Every  year's  emi- 
grations, as  they  become  incorporated  with  its  settled  population,  increase 
its  capacity  for  receiving  more.  The  date  is  not  far  distant  when  there 
will  be  no  danger  attendant  on  the  arrival  of  thousands  in  a  year. 

Now  let  that  reaction  take  place  which  w*e  anticipate  among  the  free 
people  of  color,  and  most  assuredly  such  a  change  ivill  soon  begin — let  it 
but  begin,  Sir,  and  the  same  spirit  which  brings  to  this  country  from  Ire- 
land, thousajids  and  tens  of  thousands  of  her  needy  and  wretched  popula- 
tion to  find  a  better  home  under  these  brighter  skies,  will  carry  thousands, 
from  among  the  oppressed  in  America  lo  Africa.  Rather,  let  me  say,  the 
same  spirit  of  enterprise  v/hieh  carries  thousands  annually  from  the  Atlan- 
tic lo  the  Western  States — the  same  spiiit  which  sends  the  young  farmer,, 
the  young  tradesman,  the  young  adventurer  in  c\cTy  employment  and 
profession,  frotn   Massachusetts  to  Illinois,  and  from    Maine  to  Jlichigany- 


wSl  send  young  men  of  color  iii   like  numbers  to  find  in  the  land  of  tUair 
fathers  a  home  and  an  inheritance  for  their  children. 

In  this  point  of  view,  I  regard  with  peculiar  interest,  the  progress  of 
agriculture,  and  of  the  various  departments  of  industry,  and  the  progress 
of  education  and  religion  and  so«ial  improvement,  in  the  Colony.  The 
facts  detailed  in  the  Keport,  show  that  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when 
your  ports  in  Africa  may  receive  new  emigrants  by  tens  of  thousands  in 
a  year.  They  show  that  the  time  is  approaching,  when  the  Society  will 
have  no  occasion  to  pay  the  passage  of  such  as  seek  an  asylum  in  its  ter- 
ritories, or  to  oiTer  any  other  bounty  for  the  encouragement  of  emigralioQ. 
May  it  not  be  that  the  very  zeal  wliich  we  have  manifested  to  persuade 
these  people  to  remove,  has  operated  to  keep  them  backi'  May  it  not  be 
that  this  hiring  them  by  paying  all  their  expenses,  has  confirmed  them  in 
the  suspicion  that  their  removal  is  designed  entirely  for  our  benefit,  and 
not  at  all  for  theirs?  It  seems  to  result  from  the  first  principles  of  human 
nature,  that  when  Liberia  shall  be  known  and  indisputably  acknowledged 
to  afford  the  free  people  of  color  all  those  privileges  and  blessings  which 
ive  are  assured  it  will  afford  them,  they  will  rush  thither  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, and  pay  their  own  expenses.  We  may  be  confident,  that  the  more 
you  do  for  the  internal  improvement  of  the  Colony,  for  the  erection  of 
public  edifices,  for  the  construction 'of  roads  and  bridges,  for  the  estab- 
iishment  of  schools — the  more  you  do  to  make  it  a  desirable  asylum,  the 
more  rapidly  will  you  promote  emigration.  Let  there  be  in  Africa,  a  well 
ordered,  prosperous,  and  intelligent  republic,  fast  stretching  along  the 
sea  and  penetrating  the  continent,  the  forest  vanishing  before  its  citizens, 
and  the  wilderness  becoming  a  fruitful  field,  and  when  the  tale  comes 
back  to  us,  as  surely  it  will,  the  children  of  Africa  among  us  will  hear  it. 
The  story  will  soon  go  down  even  to  the  dark  depths  in  which  they  dwell. 
Voices  which  they  cannot  but  understand,  will  tell  them  of  the  riches  that 
are  theirs,  if  they  will  only  rouse  themselves  and  be  men;  and  at  the  sound 
they  will  come  forth  to  light  and  liberty,  as  from  the  sepulchre.  The 
land  of  their  fathers  will  be  their  land;  a-nd  as  they  look  round  on  its 
mountains  and  its  rivers  with  the  feeling  that  all  is  theirs,  they  will  look 
back,  and  call  us  blessed;  and  in  their  gratitude  the  names  of  the  men 
who  here  toiled  to  secure  them  that  inheritance  will  be  given  to  those 
streams  and  mountains,  and  to  the  towns  and  villages  that  shall  adorn 
them,  and  will  thus  go  down  to  a  distant  posterity  in  the  history  and  the 
songs  of  a  free,  intelligent  and  Christian  people. 

I  repeat  it,  Sir,  without  indulging  myself  any  farther  in  these  miscella- 
neous illustrations  of  the  sentiment — the  enterprise  of  your  Society,  con- 
sidered as  a  work  of  benevolence,  bearing  first  and  most  of  all  on  the  well- 
being  of  the  African  race,  commends  itself  to  the  regard  of  all  who  feel 
for  the  miseries  of  degraded  humanity  or  who  pray  for  the  coming  of  the 
kingdom  of  God.      It  oecupies  an  eminent  position  among  those  under- 
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takings  of  Cliristlan  zeal  which  are  the  glory  of  the  ag'e.  It  is  to  sustain  ss 
grand  part  in  bringing-  about  the  consummation  of  those  hopes  which  look 
for  the  day  when  truth  and  righteousness  shall  every  where  prevail,  and 
under  the  light  of  the  word  of  God,  every  system  that  degrades  or  en- 
thralls mankind  shall  vanish  like  the  fabric  of  a  dream.  Let  us  go  on 
then  with  our  work,  cheered  by  the  thought  tliat  these  efforts  of  ours  are 
combining  with  other  influences  to  introduce  the  universal  dominion  of 
liberty  and  purity  and  joy,  when  under  the  broad  sky  and  all  round  the 
green  world  there  shall  be  one  aspect  of  peace,  and  no  throne  of  a  des- 
pot shall  oflTend  those  smiling  heavens,  no  footstep  of  a  slave  pollute  that 
new  and  rejoicing  earth. 

On  motion  by  the  Hon.  Edward  Everktt,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved,  That  the  colonization  of  the  coast  of  Africa  is  the  most  efficient  mode  of 
suppressing  the  slave  trade  and  of  civilizing  the  African  Continent. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  Resolution  Mr.  Everett  address- 
ed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman: — In  obtruding  myself,  for  a  short  time,  upon  your  no- 
tice, this  evening,  1  perform,  in  some  sense,  an  official  duty.  The  Le- 
gislature of  the  State,  which  1  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  in  Con- 
gress, adopted,  at  its  session  last  winter,  a  resolution  requesting  its  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  to  lend  their  efForts.  in  co-operation  with  the 
American  Colonization  Society.  This  instruction,  of  course,  referred  to 
official  exertions  on  this  floor,  in  another  capacity.  But  I  have  regarded 
it  also  as  a  motive  of  imperative  nature.  In  reference  to  the  objects  of  this 
meeting,  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  concentrate  and  apply  the  force  of 
public  opinion,  in  furtherance  of  the  same  great  design. 

In  the  part  of  the  country,  in  which  I  live,  the  presence  of  a  coloured 
population,  co-existing  with  the  whites,  is  not  felt  as  an  evil.  They  are 
few  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  community.  They  contain  among 
their  numbers  many  respectable  and  useful  persons.  At  the  same  time, 
it  is  true,  as  a  class,  they  are  depressed  to  a  low  jjoint  in  the  social  scale. 
A  single  fact  will  illustrate  this  remark.  They  form  in  Massachusetts 
about  one-seventy-fifth  part  of  the  population;  but  one-sixth  of  the  con- 
victs in  our  prisons,  are  of  this  class.  Allowing  for  some  exaggeration  in 
this  statement,  it  is  still  a  painful  disproportion.  What  do  I  infer  from  it? 
Nothing  surely  as  to  any  superior  proneness  of  the  coloured  population 
as  such,  to  crime: — But  I  think  it  proves  that  as  a  class,  they  are  ignorant 
and  needy;  ignorance  and  want  being  the  parents  of  crime.  Among  the 
whites  I  have  no  doubt,  that  of  that  portion  who  are  born  to  hopeless  want 
and  hopeless  ignorance, — an  inheritance  of  poverty,  temptation,  and  ab- 
sence of  moral  restraint, — an  equal  proportion  become  the  subjects  of  our 
penal  laws. 

But  thougli  tl'.is  population  is  not  felt  as  an  evil  in  NfW  Knglaud,    we 
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are  aljle  to  enter  into  those  considerations,  which  have  led  the  vanerabie 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  in  tlie  letter  just  read  to  us,  to  speak 
of  it  as  an  evil  of  momentous  character  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
Union.  That  evil,  however,  we  of  the  North  have  been,  for  the  moat 
pait,  willing  to  leave  to  those  whom  it  more  immediately  concerns;  some  of 
whom,  I  trust,  speaking-  under  the  lights  of  observation  and  experience, 
will  favour  this  meeting  with  their  views  on  this  very  important  sub- 
ject. There  are,  however,  aspects  of  the  influence  and  operations  of 
this  Society,  universally  interesting  to  the  philanthropist  and  friend  of  hu- 
manity; prospects  of  discharging  a  moral  duty  of  tlie  most  imperative  char- 
acter, and  of  achieving  a  work  of  great,  comprehensive,  and  ever  during 
benevolence.  In  the  resolution  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  submit,  I 
have  alluded  to  these  views  of  the  operations  and  effects  of  the  Society. 

It  is  now  somewhat  more  tlian  half  a  century,  since  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade  began  to  be  seriously  agitated.  This  work,  I  believe.  Sir,  was 
begun  by  your  native  State.  If  I  mistake  not,  (speaking  from  general  re- 
collection) Virginia  led  the  way  before  the  American  Revolution,  in  prohi- 
biting the  African  slave  trade.  The  acts  of  her  colonial  legislature  to  that 
effect  were  disallowed  by  the  British  crown, — a  grievance  set  fortii  in  tlie 
Declaration  of  Independence,  among  the  causes  of  the  Revolution.  In 
1776,  Mr.  David  Hartley  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
some  of  the  fetters  used  in  confining  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  traffic  on 
board  the  slave  ships,  and  moved  a  resolution,  that  it  was  contrary  to  t!ie 
laws  of  God  and  the  rights  of  man.  The  public  sensibility  had  been 
strongly  excited  about  this  time,  by  the  atrocious  circumstance,  that  one 
hu-ndred  and  thirty-two  living  slaves  had  been  thrown  overboard,  from  a 
vessel  engaged  in  the  trade.  In  1787,  Mr.  Wilberforce  made  his  first  mo- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons  on  this  subject.  The  same  year,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  fixed  the  period  for  its  abolition  in  the 
United  States,  which  accordingly  took  place  by  a  iaw  passed  at  the  time 
prescribed — 1808.  In  1792,  Mr.  Pitt  made  his  great  speech  in  Parlia- 
ment, which  continued  from  that  time  for  fifteen  years  a  grand  arena 
where  this  question  was  strenuously  contested,  by  the  ablest  statesmen  of 
the  day.  Having  carried  the  point  at  home,  the  British  government,  with 
praiseworthy  zeal,  directed  its  attention  to  procure  from  tlie  conti- 
nental powers,  an  abolition  of  this  guilty  traffic.  At  the  Congress  of 
Vienna  in  1815,  the  Sovereigns  there  present,  and  the  States  represented 
pledged  themselves  to  its  suppression^  and  at  length,  after  a  tedious  suc- 
cession of  negotiations  and  conventions,  not  very  creditable  to  some  of  the 
high  parties  concerned,  on  the  2od  of  March,  1830,  the  prosecution  of 
the  slave  trade  ceased  to  be  lawful,  for  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  any 
Christian  power,  in  Europe  or  America. 

And  now,   Mr.    Chairman,   I  must  state  tlie  melancholy  fact,   that  not- 
withstanding all  these  exertions,  and  the  success  with  which  Ihey  seemed 


to  be  crowned,  les»  has,  at  any  period,  been  effected,  tlian  was  iioped  for 
and  anticipated.  Until  the  2od  of  March,  1830,  the  Brazihans  were  aS- 
low'^ed  to  carry  on  the  trarde,  South  of  the  equator.  There  was  but  little 
difficulty  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  very  extensive  prosecution  of  it.  Slave 
ships  of  all  countries,  pursuing'  the  traffic  to  every  part  of  the  coast, 
were  provided  with  fabricated  papers,  to  show  that  they  were  carrying 
on  the  permitted  traffic,  south  of  the  equator.  Dr.  Walsh,  in  his  interest- 
ing- work  on  Brazil,  g-ives  a  very  affecting'  account  of  tlie  chase  of  a  slave 
ship  by  the  British  frigate,  in  which  he  was  sailing'  for  Europe.  After 
a  keen  pursuit  of  three  hundred  miles,  the  slave  ship  was  captured.  She 
had  taken  in  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and 
had  been  out  seventeen  days,  in  which  time  fiftj'-five  had  died!  The  ■ 
wretched  crew,  over  five  hundred  in  number,  were  liberated  from  their 
horrid  confinement  between  decks,  and  for  a  short  time  flattered  with  the 
hope  of  liberty.  But  on  examining  the  papers  of  the  commander  of  the 
ship,  although  there  was  the  strongest  reason  to  suspect  their  want  of 
genuineness,  there  was  nothing  to  prove  it;  and  it  became  necessary  for 
the  British  officers  to  drive  these  unhappy  beings  back  to  their  hold,  and 
surrender  them  up  to  the  wretch  who  was  dragging  them  from  their  na- 
tive country,  into  perpetual  slavery  in  Brazil. 

Although  the  traffic  is  now  denounced,  and  declared  illegal  or  piratical, 
by  every  Christian  government,  it  is  supposed  that  it  is  still  very  exten- 
sively carried  on.  The  regulations  of  the  British  service  forbid  the  capture 
of  vessels,  however  apparently  they  are  fitted  out  for  the  pursuit  of  this 
trade,  unless  they  actually  have  slaves  on  board.  The  slave  ships  conse- 
quently, hover  about  the  coast,  which  is  mostly  low,  sunken,  and  indented 
with  numerous  branching  rivers,  taking  in  their  cargo  in  the  night,  esca- 
ping by  one  arm  of  a  stream,  while  another  is  blockaded  by  a  cruiser, 
and  thus  elude  capture.  In  addition  to  tliis,  the  governments  of  France 
and  America  have  not  yet  felt  themselves  authorized  to  admit  a  right  of 
search  by  foreign  cruizers.  These  circumstances  united,  together  with 
the  enhanced  value  of  slaves,  occasioned  by  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  accustomed  pursuit  of  the  slave  trade,  v.'ill,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
for  sometime,  have  the  effect  of  causing  it  to  be  carried  on  with  greater 
keenness,  ferocity,  and  waste  of  life.  It  will  be  carried  on  in  swift  sailing 
vessels;  on  board  of  which,  the  wretched  victims  of  the  traffic  will  be 
more  than  ever  crowded;  and  barbarous  expedients,  in  the  event  of 
search,  will  be  resorted  to,  to  escape  detection.  It  has  already  happened 
that  slaves  have  been  enclosed  in  casks,  and  thrown  overboard,  in  a  chase, 
to  be  picked  up  when  the  danger  of  capture  was  over.*     The  want  of  a 


Since  these  remarks  were  made,  the   following   account   has  appeared  in  th« 
English  papers: 

"The  Fair  Rosanaond  and  the  El;>ck  Joke,  tenders  to  ihc  Dryad  Frigate,  haro 
raptured  throo  slave  vessels,  which  liad  originally  eleven  hiindrid  slaves  en  board; 
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Tigoroiis  government,  and  of  an  enlightened  seniimeut  in  the  Havannah, 
the  gcncial  growth  of  piincy,  and  the  vicinity  of  Brazil  to  the  coast  of 
Africa  will,  it  is  to  be  feared,  under  present  circumstances,  furnish  but  too 
many  fucilities  for  carrying  on  this  wicked  commerce.  It  is  supposed  that 
nearly  one  hundred  thousand  human  beings  are  still  annually  taken  by 
violence  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  carried  into  slavery. 

If  such  be  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  even  with  considerable  allowance  for 
exaggeration,  it  is  plain  that  the  methods  hitherto  pursued  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  slave  trade, — penal  denunciation  enforced  by  armed  cruizers, — 
has  proved  in  a  high  degree  ineffectual.  Nor  can  it  be  hoped  that  it  will 
be  found  practicable  to  guard  the  coast  of  Africa,  (an  extent  all  round  of 
eighty  degrees  of  latitude),  by  any  force  competent  to  the  suppression  of 
the  trade.  Another  mode,  then,  must  be  adopted,  or  the  attainment  of 
the  object  must  be  abandoned  in  despair.  Such  another  mode  happily 
presents  itself,  of  efficacy  already  proved  by  experience;  and  that  is,  the 
establishment  of  colonies  on  the  African  coast.  In  this  way,  a  cordon  is 
drawn  along  that  continent,  which  the  slave  trader  cannot  penetrate. — 
The  experience  already  had  in  the  British  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  and 
in  our  own  Liberia,  abundantly  authorizes  this  conclusion.  In  reference 
to  Liberia,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  quoting  a  favorable  testimony  from  a 
recent  British  publication,  entitled  to  additional  credit  on  the  score  of  im- 
partiality, from  the  source  from  which  it  proceeds.  After  an  exceeding- 
ly favourable  account  of  the  Colony,  in  all  its  aspects,  the  writer  to  whom 
I  allude,  continues:  "Nothing  has  tended  more  to  suppress  the  slave  trade, 
in  this  quarter,  than  the  constant  intercourse  and  communication  of  the 
natives  with  these  industrious  colonists.  The  American  Agent,  Mr.  Ash- 
mun,  took  every  opportunity  and  means  in  his  power,  to  extinguish  a 
traffic,  so  injurious,  in  every  way,  to  the  fair  trader."  "Wherever  the 
influence  of  this  Colony  extends,  the  slave  trade  has  been  abandoned  by 
the  natives,  and  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  legitimate  commerce  established 
in  its  place."* 

A\'herever  a  civilized  jurisdiction  is  established  on  the  African  coast,  the 

but  of  which  they  succeeded  in  taking  only  three  hundred  and  six  to  Sierra  Leone. 

It  appears  that  the  Fair  Rosamond  had  captured  a  lugger  with  ICO  Africans, 
and  shortly  after  sa\v  the  Black  Joke  in  chase  of  two  other  luggers.  She  joined  in  the 
pursuit,  but  the  vessels  succeeded  in  getting  into  tlie  Bonny  River,  and  landed  six 
hundred  slaves,  before  the  tenders  could  take  possession  of  them.  Thcj-  found  on 
board  only  two  hundred,  but  ascertained  that  the  rascals  in  command  of  the  slavers 
had  throvv  n  overboard  one  hundred  and  eighty  slaves,  manacled  together,  of  whom 
only  four  were  picked  up." 

'Essay  on  the  nctual  r-iate  of  the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  Amn- 
lot  for  183-,  said  to  be  "extracted  principally  from  the  Journal  of  a  gallant  and  dis- 
tinguished naval  officer,  who  passed  three  years  on  the  African  coast,  from  which 
he  hai>  ji!''t  returned." 
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slave  trade  is  destroyed,  not  merely  by  preventing  and  prohibiting^  the 
approach  of  the  traders,  but  by  instituting-  a  lawful  and  lucrative  com- 
merce with  the  natives,  and  inducing-  them  to  seek  the  supply  of  their 
wants,  in  the  exchange  of  the  abundant  products  of  their  fertile  soil  for 
those  articles  of  foreign  product  and  manufacture,  which  are  in  request 
among'  them. 

Not  only  is  this  the  most  effectual,  I  may  say  the  only  effectual,  mode 
of  suppressing  the  trade,  but  it  is  unfortunately  true,  that  the  other 
method,  (the  pursuit  of  the  slave  traders  by  armed  cruizers  in  the  seas 
most  infested  by  them,)  is,  even  when  successful  in  its  operations,  accom- 
panied by  some  of  the  worst  evils  of  the  trade  in  its  undisturbed  prosecu- 
tion. A  cruizing  ship  of  war  perceives  a  suspicious  vessel  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  gives  chase  to  her,  for  hours,  perhaps  days.  It  is  evident, 
that  in  the  crowded  condition  of  such  vessels,  the  sufferings  of  the  wretch- 
ed beings  on  board  must  be  greatly  heightened  by  the  neglect — perhaps 
the  cruelties,  attendant  on  being  chased.  Some  of  the  slave  ships  are 
provided  with  false  decks,  below  which  the  slaves  are  crowded,  when 
about  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  cruizer,  and  casks  and  packages  are  piled 
above,  to  give  the  semblance  of  an  ordinary  trading  voyage.  Some  of  the 
slave  ships  are  strongly  armed,  and  an  action  often  takes  place  with  the 
cruizer.  This  must  add,  of  course,  immeasurably  to  the  sufferings  and 
sacrifice  of  life  of  the  miserable  victims,  crowded  between  decks.  When 
captured,  what  is  their  condition?  They  are  in  the  mid  ocean,  perhaps. 
It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage  form  one  of  the 
most  frightful  features  of  the  slave  trade.  When  a  slave  ship  is  captured, 
that  horrid  voyage  is  yet  to  be  performed,  aiad  with  scarce  any  allevia- 
tion of  its  sufferings.  The  slaves  slill  remain  of  necessity  crowded  to 
suffocation,  on  a  miserable  allowance  of  food,  exposed  to  all  the  causes  of 
disease  and  death.  If  captured  by  an  American  cruizer,  thej'  must  be 
sent  across  the  Atlantic,  to  be  adjudicated  in  the  United  States.  If  cap- 
lured  by  the  cruizers  of  the  other  powers,  they  must  be  sent  up  to  wind- 
ward, to  the  seat  of  the  mixed  commission  on  the  African  coast,  a  voyage 
frequently  of  weeks,  sometime?  of  months,  during  the  whole  of  which 
they  arc  suffering  an  amount  of  misery  and  dying  at  a  rate  of  mortality,  pro- 
bably without  a  parallel  in  any  other  condition  of  human  nature.  It  would 
lead  me  too  greatly  into  detail,  to  trace  the  situation  of  the  captured  Af- 
ricans, after  they  are  safely  landed,  on  the  coast  either  of  the  United  States 
or  of  Africa.  As  to  the  former,  your  memory,  Sir,  can  furnish  you  with 
facts,  which  I  will  not  grieve  this  audience  by  repeating.  But  this  I  will 
say,  tliat  the  situation  of  the  re-captured  African  is  too  often  one,  that 
affords  but  little  cause  of  congratulation,  on  the  score  of  humanity,  I  do 
jiot  go  too  far  in  saying,  (for  the  public  documents  of  this  g-overnment 
bear  me  out  in  the  assertion),  that  there  have  been  cases  of  re-captured 
Africans,  brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the   United  States,  who  for 
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might  lliey  liavc  gained  by  their  liberiilion,  mis^lil  as  well  have  remained 
in  tlie  hands  of  the  slave  trader. 

To  all  these  evils,  so  far  as  the  influence  of  the  civilized  coloi\ies  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  extend?,  ttiey  furnish  a  complete  remedy.  They  purify 
from  the  contamination  of  the  slave  trade,  the  entire  extent  of  coast  with- 
in their  jurisdiction.  That  our  Colony  has  borne  its  part  in  this  happy 
work,  is  manifest  from  the  Reports  of  the  Managers,  which  have  informed 
us,  that,  short  as  the  annals  of  the  Colony  are,  they  already  present  in- 
stances of  native  tribes,  who,  harrassed  and  exhausted  by  this  all-destroy- 
ing' traffic,  have  placed  themselves  under  the  American  Colony  for  pro- 
tection.  The  same  is  true,  and  of  course  to  a  greater  extent,  of  the  more 
powerful  British  Colony  of  Sierra   Leone. 

By  the  same  process,  by  which  the  colonization  of  the  coast  tends  to 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  promotes  the  civilization  of  the  in* 
terior  of  the  Continent  of  Africa.  This  is  a  topic,  which,  as  it  seems  to 
Ttie,  has  not  receivediits  share  of  consideration.  Of  this  mighty  continents 
four  times  as  large  as  Europe,  one  third  part  at  least  is  within  the  direct 
reach  of  influcHces,  from  the  west  of  Europe  and  America, — influences 
which,  for  three  hundred  years,  have  been  employed  through  the  agency 
of  the  slave  trade,  to  depress  and  barbarize  it;  to  chain  it  down  to  the  lowest 
point  of  social  degradation.  I  trust  these  influences  are  now  to  be  em- 
ployed in  repairing  the  wrongs,  in  healing  the  wounds,  in  gradually  im- 
proving the  condition  of  Africa.  I  trust  that  a  great  reaction  is  at  hand. 
Can  it  be  believed  that  this  mighty  region,  most  of  it  overflowing  with 
tropical  abundance,  was  created  and  destined  for  eternal  barbarity?  Is  it 
possible,  in  the  present  state  of  the  public  sentiment  of  the  world,  with 
the  present  rapid  diifusion  of  knowledge, — with  the  present  reduction  of 
antiquated  errors  to  the  test  of  reason,  that  such  a  quarter  of  the  world 
will  be  permitted  to  derive  nothing  but  barbarism,  from  intercourse 
with  the  countries  which  stand  at  the  head  of  civilization?  It  is  not  pos- 
sible. 

I  know  it  is  said,  that  it  is  impossible  to  civilize  Africa.  Why?  Why  is 
it  impossible  to  civilize  man  in  one  part  of  the  earth  more  than  in  another? 
Consult  history.  Was  Italy — was  Greece  the  cradle  of  civilisation?  No. 
As  far  back  as  the  lights  of  tradition  reach,  Africa  was  the  cradle  of  sci- 
ence, while  Syria,  and  Greece,  and  Italy,  were  yet  covered  with  darkness. 
As  far  back  as  we  can  trace  the  first  rudiments  of  improvement,  they 
came  from  the  very  head  waters  of  the  Nile,  far  in  the  interior  of  Africa; 
and  there  are  yet  to  be  found,  in  shapeless  ruins,  the  monuments  of  this 
primeval  civilization.  To  come  down  to  a  much  later  period,  while  the 
west  and  north  of  Europe  were  yet  barbarous,  the  Mediterranean  Coast 
of  Africa  was  filled  with  cities,  academies,  museums,  churches,  and  a 
highly  civilized  population.  What  has  raised  the  Gaul,  the  Belgium,  the 
Germany,  the  Scandinavia,  the  Britain  of  an  cient  geography  to  their  pres- 
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ent  improved  and  improving'  condition''  Africa  is  not  now  sunk  loweii; 
than  most  of  these  conntries  were  eig-hteen  centnries  ago;  and  the  engtnes 
of  social  inffuence  are  increased  a  thousandfold  m  numbers  and  efficacy.  It 
is  not  eighteen  hundred  years  since  Scotland,  whose  metropolis  lias  beei* 
called  the  Athens  of  modern  Europe,  the  country  of  Hume,  of  Smith,  of 
Kobertson,  of  Blair,,  of  Stewart,  of  Brown,  of  JeflTrey,  of  ('halmers,  of 
Scott,  of  Brougham,  was  a  wilderness  infested  by  painted  savages.  It  is 
not  a  thousand  years,  since  the  North  of  Germany,  now  filled  with  beauti- 
M  cities,  learned  Universities,  and-  the  best  educated  population  in  the 
world,  was  a  dreary  pathless  forest. 

Is- it  possible  tliat  before  an-  assembly  like  this,  an  assembly  of  Ameri* 
ctms,  it  can  be  necessary  to  argue  the  possibility  of  civilizing  Africaj, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  colonial  establishment,  and  that,  in  a- 
comparatively  short  lime?  It  is  but  about  ten  years,  since  the  foundations 
of  the  Colany  of  Liberia  were  laid,  and  every  one  acquainted  with  the 
early  history  of  New  England  knows,  that  the  Coloi^'  at  Liberia  has  made 
much  greater  progress,  than  was  made  by  the  settlement  at  Plymouth,  m 
the  same  period.  '  More  than  once  were  the  first  settlejrients  in  Virginia 
in  a  position  vastly  less  encouraging  than  that  of  the  American  Colony,  on 
the  coast  of  Africa;  and  yet  from  these  feeble  beginnings  in  New  England 
and  Virginia,  what  has  not  been  brought  about,  in  two  hundred  years?  Tw^o 
hundred  years  ago,  and  tlie  continent  of  x^.  America  for  the  barbarism  of  Its 
native  population,  and  its  remoteness  from  the  sources  of  improvemervtj, 
was  all  that  Africa  is  now.  Impossible  to  civilize  Africa!  Sir,  the  work 
is  already,  in  no  small  part,  accomplished.  We  form  our  ideas  of  Africa  too 
much  from  the  wasted  and  degraded  state  of  the  coast.  There  are  numeroiis^ 
and  powerful  nations  in  the  interior,  who  are  familiar  with  the  art  of  writing-j. 
the  great  index  and  er.gine  of  civilization^  You  and  I,  Sir,  have  seen  a  na- 
tive African,  carried  into  slavery  in  the  West  Indies  in  his  youth,  exposed 
for  more  than  forty  years  to  the  labors  and  hardships  of  that  condition^ 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  the  field,  and  at  the  age  of  seventy  years^ 
writing  his  native  Arabic,  with  the  elegance  and  fluency  of  a  scribe! 

I  cannot  but  regard  the  colonizing  of  Africa,,  by  a  kindred  race  of  Afri- 
can origin,  as  an  enterprise  in  all  respects  as  hopeful,  and  in  some  respects 
£ir  more  promising,  than  that  of  settling  and  civilizing  America,  by  an 
alien  and  hostile  people.  In  the  settlement  and  civilization  of  the  Ameci- 
can  continent,  either  from  the  fatality  of  circumstances  or  the  incurable 
imperfection  of  man,  the  extermination  of  th.e  native  population  has  been 
the  preliminary  condition  of  the  introduction  of  the  civilized  race.  It  has 
been  found  or  thought  impossible,  that  tlie  red  man  and  the  white  man 
should  subsist  side  by  side. 

In  colonizing  Africa,  no  such  p.ainful  incongruity  presents  itself.  The 
colored  emigrants  from  this  country  will  present  themselves  on  tiie  Afri- 
can shove,,  a  people  ufk.indred  ,  oi'igjnjk   bringing   with  tbem  tlie  arts, of 


civilized  life,  unaccompanied  with  those  fatal  causes  of  separation,  wTiic^ 
have  driven  the  aborigines  of  America,  before  the  approach  of  the  white 
man.  The  g'entle  hand  of  nature  will  draw  toward  them  the  affections 
and  confidence  of  the  natives.  The  jealousies  and  suspicions,  which  di- 
versity of  race  invariably  produces,  can  have  no  foundation;  and  it  may 
reasonably  be  expected,  if  a  vigorous  impulse  can  now  be  given  to  the 
Colony,  that  the  work  of  civilization  will  proceed  from  it,  as  from  a  cen- 
tre, with  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  history  of  other  colonies. 

I  am  aware,  that  the  partial  failure  of  the  establishment  at  Sierra  Leone 
•may  be  quoted  in  opposition  to  these  encouraging  views.  But  it  must 
not  be  forgotten,  that  Sierra  JLeone  is  an  establishment,  totally  different 
in  its  origin  and  character  from  Liberia.  It  is  formed  from  the  crews  of 
the  recaptured  slave  ships,  helpless  savages  of  a  hundred  different  tribes, 
thrown,  without  preparation,  upon  tlie  coast,  and  without  any  principle 
of  order  or  self-government,  subjected  to  all  the  evils  of  a  remote  and 
neglected  military  establishment.  The  progress  that  has  been  made  at 
■Liberia  is,  on  the  contrary,  all  that  could  have  been  hoped.  A  tract  o£ 
coast  two  hundred  miles  North  and  South,  and  twenty  or  thirty  East  and 
West;  a  population  of  two  thousand  emigrants,  and  several  thousands  of 
•the  native  tribes  who  have  voluntarily  sought  the  protection  of  the  Colo- 
ny; with  schools  and  churches,  and  all  the  institutions  of  civilized  life, — a 
great  state  of  prosperity  and  everj^  encouraging  prospect, — this  surely  is 
jiot  slow  progress  for  ten  years. 

And  is  there  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  which  makes  the  res- 
toration of  the  descendants  of  Africa  to  their  native  land,  necessarily  more 
slow  than  the  process  of  abduction?  It  is  supposed,  that  one  hundred 
thousand  slaves  have  been  annually  brought  from  Africa;  and  that  too,  at 
times,  when  the  trade  has  been  pursued  under  great  obstacles,  ille- 
gally, piratically,  by  stealth,  and  under  the  watch  of  ships  of  war,  sta- 
tioned to  intercept  it.  Can  any  man  doubt,  that  if  the  governments  of 
France,  Great  Britain,  and  the  Netherlands,  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  the  several  States,  should  apply  their  influence,  their  power, 
their  resources  to  this  great  work,  it  might  proceed  with  any  desirable 
degree  of  rapidity?  The  gentleman  who  preceded  me  (Rev  Mr.  Bacon^ 
of  New-Haven)  alluded  to  the  prodigious  infl^ux  of  emigrants  into  this 
country.  I  have  lately  seen  a  statement  that  within  the  past  year,  over 
forty  thousand  emigrants  from  Great  Britain  alone,  have  arrived  at  the 
single  port  of  Quebec,  Mere  than  half  as  many  more  have  arrived  in  the 
-various  ports  of  the  United  State?,  making  an  aggregate  of  sixty  thousand 
persons,  in  the  different  ports  of  Nortii  America.  It  is  by  no  means  to  be 
desired,  at  present,  that  any  thing  like  this  number  of  emigrants  should 
be  annually  set  down  on  the  African  coast;  but  I  much  mistake  the  pub- 
lic feeKng  in  those  parts  of  the  United  States,  most  interested  in  this  ques- 
Jtion,  if  a  weight  of  influence  and  a  supply  of  means  are   not   shortly  ap- 
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pljed  to  this  purpose,  commensurate  with  the  magnitude  of  tlie  object  to 
be  effected. 

The  age  seems  favorable  to  the  movement;  it  is  in  harmony  with  the 
great  incidents  of  the  time.  From  the  East  of  Europe  to  the  North  of 
Africa,  surprising  changes,  favorable  to  civiHzation,  have  taken  place. — 
Greece  has  been  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  sympathies  of  the  rest 
of  Christendom.  Temporary  disorders,  the  natural  fruit  of  revolution, 
will  create  but  a  brief  delay  in  the  advancement  of  that  interesting  coun- 
try. The  restoration  of  the  Northern  coast  of  Africa  to  the  domain  of 
civilization  has  begun.  The  strongest  of  its  barbarous  regencies  has  been 
sliaken;  and  its  power,  which  for  ages  seemed  impregnable — the  scandal 
and  the  dread  of  Christendom — has  crwmbled  in  a  day.  May  we  not  hope 
that  a  still  more  auspicious  era  is  about  to  commence, — that  a  bloodless 
triumph, — victoria  sine  clade, — is  to  be  achieved  on  the  Western  Coast  of 
Africa? 

Happy  for  America,  if  she  shall  take  an  honorable  lead  in  this  great  and 
beneficent  work!  Happy,  if  having  presented  to  the  world  on  her  own  soil 
a  great  model  of  popular  institutions,  she  should  now  become  an  efficient 
agent,  in  their  difFusion  over  the  ancient  abodes  of  civilization,  now  re- 
lapsed into  barbarity.  Happy,  if  she  shall  be  forward  to  acquit  her  share 
of  the  mighty  debt,  which  is  due  to  injured  Africa,  from  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  world.  Who  that  has  contemplated  the  infernal  horrors  of 
the  slave  trade;  that  has  seen,  in  his  mind's  eye,  hundreds  of  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  crowded  between  decks,  into  a  space  too  low  to  stand 
up — too  short  to  lie  down — too  narrow  to  turn, — chained,  scourged,  fam- 
ished, parched,  heaped  together, — the  old  and  the  young,  the  languishing, 
the  dying  and  the  dead, — who  can  dwell  on  this  spectacle,  and  not  turn 
with  a  throbbing  heart  to  the  sight  of  a  company  of  emigrants,  the  chil- 
dren of  Africa,  wafted  over  the  ocean  to  the  land  of  their  fathers,  bovmd 
toward  the  great  and  genial  home  of  their  race,  commissioned  to  trample 
the  slave  trade  into  the  dust,  returning  from  a  civilized  land,  to  scatter 
the  seeds  of  civilization  over  the  mighty  extent  of  Western  Africa! 

I  know  not  but  I  may  entertain  an  exaggerated  impression  of  this  mat- 
ter; that  I  may  see  it  under  lights,  too  strong  for  practical  life.  But  I 
must  confess  I  think  there  is  opened  to  the  colored  population  of  this 
country,  a  career  of  broad  and  lasting  usefulness,  a  destiny  of  honor  and 
exaltation,  unexampled  in  history. 

There  seem  to  be  peculiar  circumstances  in  the  work,  of  which  they 
are  the  chosen  agents,  to  be  found  in  no  other  similar  enterprise  in  the 
annals  of  the  world.  A  mighty  continent  is  to  be  civilized:  that  is  not 
without  example  in  history;  but  the  restoration  of  the  descendants  of  those, 
who  were  torn  as  slaves  from  this  fated  region,  coming  back  the  heralds 
and  missionaries  of  civilization,  with  freedom,  the  arts,  and  Christianity  in 
tlicir  train:  returning  to  regenerate  a  continent; — to  raise  themselves  from 
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a  depressed  condition  to  one  of  the  loftiest,  in  which  man  can  be  placed, 
the  condition  of  benefactors  of  an  entire  race,  to  the  end  of  time;  this  is  the 
destiny  of  the  colored  population  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  embark 
in  the  great  enterprise  of  civilizing'  Africa;  a  destiny,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
without  a  parallel  In  the  history  of  mankind. 

This  glorious  era  has  begun  to  dawn.  Over  a  line  of  coast  of  nearly  one 
thousand  miles  in  extent,  the  purple  streaks  of  the  morning  are  beginning' 
to  appear;  and 

jocund  day 
Stands  tiptoe  on  the  misty  mountain  tops. 

From  the  extreme  north  of  the  British  territory  of  Sierra  Leone,  south- 
ward to  the  Cape  of  Palmas,  the  entire  coast,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
has  thrown  oflTthe  curse  of  the  slave  trade.  Many,  1  know,  who  liear  me, 
have  seen  the  numbers  of  the  Liberia  Herald,  a  respectable  newspaper 
printed  at  Monrovia,  and  edited  by  a  colored  emigrant,  liberally  educated 
at  one  of  the  colleges  of  the  United  States.  You  and  I,  Sir,  and  many 
gentlemen  around  me,  have  listened,  in  the  Committee  rooms  of  this  Cap- 
itol, to  the  animated  and  intelligent  accounts  of  the  prosperity  of  this 
Colonj' — the  fertility  of  tiie  soil — the  salubrity  of  the  climate — the  free- 
dom and  happiness  of  the  mode  of  life  in  Liberia — given  by  an  emigrant 
from  the  United  States, — a  descendant  of  African  slaves,  who  had  amassed 
a  fortune,  by  honest  and  successful  industry,  in  the  land  of  his  fathers. 

Sir,  when  men  have  a  great,  benevolent,  and  holy  object  in  view, — of 
permanent  interest,  ohstades  are  nothing.  If  it  fails  in  the  hands  of  one,  it 
■will  be  taken  up  by  another.  If  it  exceeds  the  powers  of  an  individual, 
society  will  unite  toward  the  desired  end.  If  the  force  of  public  opinion 
in  one  country  is  insufficient,  the  kindred  spirits  of  foreign  countries 
will  lend  their  aid.  If  it  remain  unachieved  by  one  generation,  it  goes 
down  as  a  heritage  of  duty  and  honor  to  the  next;  and  through  tlie  long 
chain  of  counsels  and  efforts,  from  the  first  conception  of  the  benevolent 
mind,  that  planned  the  great  work,  to  its  final  and  glorious  accomplish- 
ment, there  is  a  steady  and  unseen,  but  irresistible  co-operation  of  that 
divine  influence,  which  orders  all  things  for  good. 

Am  I  told  that  the  work  we  have  in  hand  is  too  great  to  be  done'  Too 
great,  I  ask,  to  be  done  when,-  too  great  to  be  done  by  luIiornP  Too  great 
1  admit  to  be  done  at  once;  too  great  to  be  done  by  this  Societ}';  too  great 
to  be  done  by  this  generation  perhaps;  but  not  too  great  to  be  done. — 
Nothing  is  too  great  to  be  done,  which  is  founded  on  truth  and  justice. 
When  this  objection  was  suggested  in  the  British  House  of  Commons,  to  the 
measures  proposed  for  the  regeneration  of  the  children  of  Africa,  Mr.  Pitt 
in  reply  to  it  exclaimed,  "We  Britons  were  ance  as  obscure  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  as  savage  in  our  manners,  as  debased  in  our  morals, 
as  degraded  in  our  understandings,  as  these  unhappy  Africans  are  at  pres- 
ent."    The  work  is  doubtless  too  great  to  be  entirely  effected  by  this  So- 
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ciety,  by  llie  most  ardent  and  zealous  of  its  friends,  perhaps  for  the  pres- 
ent and  the  next  succeeding  generation.  But  is  it  too  great  for  the  en- 
lightened public  opinion  of  the  world?  Is  it  too  great  for  the  joint  efforts 
of  the  United  States,  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  France,  and  the  other  Chris- 
tian countries,  already  pledged  to  the  cause?  Is  it  too  great  for  the 
transmitted  purpose,  the  perpetuated  concert  of  generations  succeeding 
generations,  for  centuries  to  come?  Sir,  I  may  ask  without  irreverence, 
in  a  case  like  tliis,  though  it  be  too  great  for  man,  is  it  too  great  for  that 
August  Providence,  whose  counsels  run  along  the  line  of  ages  and  to 
whom  a  thousand  years  are  as  one  day? 

Note. — It  is  stated  on  page  xiv,  "that  the  Governments  of  France  and  of  the  U. 
States  have  not  yet  felt  themselves  authorised  to  admit  a  right  of  search  by  foreign 
•criiizers."  Since  the  foregoing  remarks  were  made,  it  has  been  stated  in  the  pa- 
pers, that,  by  a  recent  convention  between  England  and  France,  the  French  Gov- 
ernment has  authorised  the  right  of  search  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  a  view  to  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade^ 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  friends  of  the 
assoGiation  generally,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  present  moment,  to  address 
earnest  appeals  to  their  respective  State  Legislatures,  for  attention  and  aid  to  the 
great  object  of  the  Institution. 

Mr.  Archer  rose  to  offer  a  resolution.  The  brief  period  remaining  for 
the  business  of  the  evening  would  induce  him,  he  said,  to  curtail  some- 
thing from  the  remarks  he  had  intended  to  submit.  He  could  not  abstain 
from  all  remark,  as  he  felt  some  explanation  to  be  due  to  the  new  position 
in  which  he  found  himself.  This  evening,  for  the  first  time,  he  had  be- 
come associated  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  Invited,  as  others  had 
been,  to  this  participation,  heretofore  he  had  always  declined  it.  Why 
had  he  done  this?  Not,  certainly,  from  any  doubt  of  the  philanthropic 
motives  from  which  the  institution  had  sprung.  On  the  contrary,  he  had 
been  influenced  by  the  impression  that  this  philanthropy  was  In  the  exal- 
tation of  enthusiasm;  and  this  state  of  feeling,  though  not  separated  ne- 
cessarily, was  known  to  hold  a  very  precarious  connexion  with  wisdom.  He 
acknowledged  that  he  now  felt  that  he  had  made  an  erroneous  application 
of  this  general  pi'oposition,  and  that  it  was  not  the  authors  of  the  Societ}'-, 
but  himself,  who  had  been  miscalculating — a  miscalculation  for  which  he 
took  the  more  rebuke,  as  it  extended  beyond  a  rfjere  error  of  the  head, 
and  might  seem  to  argue,  in  the  diffidence  it  implied  of  the  efficacy  of 
benevolent  exertion,  a  languid  indulgence  of  the  sentiment.  Even  in  his 
present  state  of  sentiment,  however,  he  had  no  surprise  to  express,  as 
regarded  his  first  impressions,  recollecting,  as  he  did,  the  disparity  out  of 
which  these  impressions  had  sprung,  between  the  magnitude  and  diffi- 
culty of  the  object  which  the  Society  proposed  to  accomplish,  and  the 
apparent  inadequacy  of  its  faculties  to  such  a  purpose.     Tlie  object  was 
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the  removal  of  a  momentous,  inert,  and  deeply  seated  social  evil.  Wfiait 
was  the  implement  relied  upon  to  move  it?  Well  might  the  force  of  mor- 
al action  be  regarded  as  eluding  calculation!  Vrom  an  almost  imper- 
ceptible outset,  how  striking  sometimes  were  the  results?  A  more  sig- 
nal example  could  not  be  given,  than  the  Society  afforded!  Fourteen 
years  ago,  some  gentlemen  met  in  a  tavern  in  this  place — then  scarcely 
having  a  tolerable  tavern.  They  were  few  in  number,  (as  you  know, 
Mr.  Chairman,  for  j'ou,  I  believe,  were  one  of  them.)  They  were  disper- 
sed, as  regarded  residence.  The  contribution  they  required  was  exceed- 
ingly inconsiderable.  They  found  little  support  in  public  opinion  or 
sympath)-;  on  the  conlrar}-,  their  project  was  received  with  apathy,  where 
it  did  not  meet  with  jealousy,  disfavor,  repulse.  They  persevered,  not- 
withstanding, with  steadiness;  and  what  had  been  the  result?  What  is 
now  the  condition  and  promise  of  their  experiment?  Such  as  to  place  in 
distinct  view  the  success  of  the  important  scheme  of  philanthropy  in 
which  their  efforts  have  been  embarked.  The  germ  they  planted  in  the 
wilderness,  with  a  generous  growth  has  become  a  stem,  giving  the  cer- 
tain assurance  of  stability,  and  promising  an  expansion  which  may  here- 
after gather  multitudes,  and  even  whole  communities,  rescued  from  deso- 
lation or  barbarism,  under  the  shade  of  its  branches,  to  yield  them  the 
fruit  of  regeneration.  Mr.  A.  repeated,  tiiat  an  instance  more  signal  was 
not  to  be  adduced,  of  the  triumph  of  a  persevering  philanthropy,  speak- 
ing in  the  distinctest  language  to  its  votaries,  the  blessed  injunction,  that 
confidence  in  a  virtuous  purpose  is  power — that,  \i'  they  be  of  faith,  moun- 
tains in  the  path  of  their  labors  shall  be  removed. 

The  difficulty  which  belonged  to  the  plantation  of  colonies,  Mr.  A.  went 
on  to  say,  all  history  attested.  The  first  attempts  from  which  our  coun- 
try had  grown,  as  had  been  well  observed  by  the  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
ceded him  (Mr.  Everett)  had  slowly,  and  not  without  the  frequent  me- 
nace of  extinction,  made  their  way  to  stability.  The  first  germ,  he  might 
have  added,  which  had  been  planted  on  our  shores,  had  been  effaced, 
so  utterly,  by  the  desolation  wliich  had  passed  over  it,  that  the  trace  had 
not  been  left  to  be  distinguished.  Yet  our  colonists  had  sprung  from  the 
bosom  of  a  powerful  community — been  sustained  by  the  public  force — 
had  found  chmates  the  most  favorable,  or  not  uncongenial!  What  was 
the  contrast  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia?  Sent  out  by  a  private  and  that  a 
most  feeble  association — seeking  the  most  inhospitable  of  all  seats,  whe- 
ther regard  were  had  to  the  character  of  the  climate  or  of  the  savage  in- 
habitants— tiiree  thousand  miles  from  any  aid  which  circumstances  might 
demand — its  indispensable  supplies  depending  on  the  precariousness 
of  voluntary  contribution:  yet,  what  had  it,  In  the  short  period  since  its 
birth,  become^  A  flourishing  settlement — capable  of  self-defence — 
capable  of  self-government — capable  of  good  government — evincing  sus- 
ceptibility of  unlimited  expansion,  with  its  scat  in  the  largest  quarter  of 
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the  globe  the  poj^ulation  sparse,  and  oflTenng,  from  klenlity  of  race,  no 
obstacle  to  incorporation — the  climate,  that  appropriated  to  their  race 
by  nature!  The  soil,  too,  was  so  fertile,  as  to  produce  two  crops  for 
subsistence  in  the  year — the  articles  for  tradt-,  numerous  and  valuable  al- 
ready, gave  a  respectable  foreign  commerce,  with  a  cajjacity  of  an  indefi- 
nite extension.  Who  could  put  limits  to  the  destinies  of  this,  not  the 
germ  only  of  one  settlement;  the  nucleus,  it  might  be,  of  many  settle- 
ments? As  to  what  was  so  often  said' about  climate,  the  answer  was  in  a 
word,  and  had  been  given — the  climate  was  the  appropriate  one  of  the 
race.  When  all  the  circumstances  of  this  establisliment  were  consider- 
ed, the  feebleness  of  its  origin,  the  unexampled  rapidity  of  success,  the 
marvellous  promise  of  extension — even  those  not  professing  to  be  pious, 
must  recognize  the  evidence  of  a  blessing  on  the  efforts  which  had  pro- 
duced it. 

He  had   promised,   Mr.  A.  said,  curtailment  of  the  observations  he  had 
thought  to  offer.     Something  he  must  yet  be  allowed  to  say,  as  regarded 
the  object,  the  Society  was  set  up  to  accomplish.     This  object,  if  he  un- 
derstood it  aright,  involved  no  intrusion  on  property,  nor  even  upon  pre- 
judice.    It  sought  the  removal  to  a  better  state,  from  misery,  from  vice, 
from  a  condition  of  extensive  mischievousness,  of  a  race  which  had  ceas- 
ed to  be  property,  and  had  broken  the  bonds  of  prejudice,  though  not 
of  sympathy.     Of  the  virulence  of  the  evil,  which  would   be  healed  by 
tlie  effectuation  of  this  object,  you,    Mr.   Chairman,  and   I,   know  that 
none  but  a  person  living  in  contact  with  it,  can  adequately  judge.     Gen- 
tlemen, elsewhere,  may  think  they  can  understand   and  appreciate  its 
character;  they  are  mistaken.     The  true  knowledge  can  only  come  from 
the  suffering  of  it.     The  race  in  question  were  known,  as  a  class,  to  be 
destitute,  depraved — the  victims  of  all  forms  of  social  misery.     The  pe- 
culiarity of  their  fate  was,  that  this  was  not  their  condition  by  accident  or 
transiently,   but  inevitably   and    immutably,    whilst    they   remained  in 
their  present  place,  by  a  law  as   infallible  in  its  operation,  as  any  of  phy- 
sical nature.     These  people  (he  repeated)  were,  of  necessity,  repudiated 
of  respectability  and  happiness.     Why?    How  was  it  that  this  melancholy 
destiny  was  traced  to  them?     The  answer  was  but  tod  readily  and  certain- 
ly at  hand!     They  were  cut  off  as  a  class  from  the  exercise  of  industry.   It 
was  a  wise,  perhaps  it  was  the  very  wisest  of  the   ordinations  of  Provi- 
dence, that  the  practice  of  industry  was  as  necessary  a  condition  of  mor- 
als and  happiness,  as  of  subsistence.  Individual  exceptions  might  rarely  be 
found,  but  classes  of  human  beings  could  no  more  remain  undepraved,  and 
other  therefore  than  miserable,  without  regular  occupation,  than  they  could 
permanently  find  food  without  it.     But  where  were  the  free  blacks  to 
find  occupation  in  the  slave-holding  States,  in  which  they  abounded  the 
most?     In  the  other  States,  they  might  be  absorbed  to  some  extent,  in 
domestic  or  mechanical  service.     This  could  take  place  to  no  extent,  that 
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dexen'sJ  to  be  nameil,  in  the  slave-holding-  States.  There  all  the  avenues 
of  occupation  were  filled.  Even  were  there  space,  a  necessary  and  ob- 
vious policy  restrained  the  intermixture  of  the  several  casts  in  occupation, 
nie  free  blacks  were,  therefore,  destined,  by  an  insurmountable  barrier — 
a  fixed  pale  of  social  law  to  the  want  of  occupation — thence  to  the  want 
<^food — thence  to  the  distresses  which  ensue  that  want — thence  to  the 
settled  depravation  which  grows  out  of  these  distresses,  and  is  nursed 
at  their  bosoms:  and  this  condition  was  not  tasiialty,  hut  fate.  The  evi- 
dence was  not  speculation  in  political  economy — it  was  geometrical  de- 
monstration. 

It  is  from  this  anomalous  condition  of  anathema  and  curse  (a  curse 
which  comprehends  all  curses)  that  this  excellent  association  is  laboring" 
to  remove  the  free  blacks;  to  plenty,  to  regular  industry,  to  independ- 
ence, and  the  countless  retinue  of  blessings,  which  plenty,  industry,  and 
independence,  have  inseparably  attached  to  them.  Now  what  was  the 
benefit  the  Institution  contemplates  to  the  slave  and  the  slave-holderf 
What  is  the  free  black  to  the  slave  f  A  standing  perpetual  Incitement  to 
discontent.  Though  the  condition  of  the  slave  be  a  thousand  times  the 
best — supplied,  protected^  instead  of  destitute  and  desolate — yet,  the  folly 
of  the  condition,  held  to  involuntary  labor,  finds,  always,  allurement,  in 
the  spectacle  of  exemption  from  it,  v/ithout  consideration  of  the  adjuncts 
of  destitution  and  miseiy.  The  slave  would  have,  then,  little  excitement  ts 
discontent,  but  for  the  free  black.  He  would  have  as  little  to  habits  of  dep- 
redation, his  next  strongest  tendency,  but  from  the  same  source  of  dete- 
rioration. In  this  period,  not  only  the  familiarity  of  the  truth,  that  labor 
can  only  be  productive  when  well  provided; .  but  an  enlightened  pub- 
lic opinion,  which  few  will  encounter,  fewer  can  resist,  with  "whips  and 
scorns,"  far  more  effective  than  the  whips  falsely  imagined  to  be  always 
impending  over  the  '■lave,  compels  to  a  humane  and  comfortable  treat- 
ment of  him.  When  the  slave  steals,  therefore,  it  is  from  sympathy,  to 
supply  the  destitution  of  the  free  black,  or  for  traffic  with  him.  When 
the  master  has  to  employ  severity,  it  is  to  repress  the  inertness,  or  to 
guard  against  the  depredation,  or  the  discontent,  which  the  intercourse 
and  s]jectacle  of  the  free  black,  has  been  the  principal  agent  to  awaken. 
In  getting  rid,  then,  of  the  free  blacks,  the  slave  v/ill  be  saved  from  the 
eiiief  occasions  for  suffering,  and  the  owner,  of  Inflicting  severity.  Such 
are  the  benefits  to  these  two  classes,  which  the  Society  contemplates  to 
place  by  the  side  of  that  more  inestimable  one,  whic;h  it  proposes  to  the 
free  blacks.  The  fi^ee  blacks  it  would  save  from  want,  vice,  misery — the 
■slave  from  crime  and  suflTerlng,  the  master  of  the  slave  from  all  occasion 
•ior  resort  to  harsh  treatment  of  him. 

These  were  claims  to  no  ordinary  approval  of  the  office  and  operation  of 
the  Society.  Another,  however,  belongs  to  it,  far  greater.  Mr.  Archer 
said,   that  he  was  not  one  of  those,  (hov/ever  desirable  it  might  be  and 
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was,  in  abstract  speculation,)  who  looked  to  the  complete  removal  of  sla- 
very from  among  us.  If  that  "consummation,  devoutly  to  be  wished," 
were  to  be  considered  feasible  at  all,  it  was,  at  a  period  too  remote  to 
warrant  the  expenditure  of  any  resource  of  contemplation  or  contribu- 
tion now.  But  a  great  benefit,  short  of  this,  was  within  reach,  and  made 
part  of  the  scope  of  operation,  of  the  plan  of  the  Society-  The  progress 
of  slavery  was  subjected  to  the  action  of  a  law,  of  the  utmost  regularity 
©faction.  Where  this  progress  was  neither  stayed,  nor  modified  by  cau- 
ses of  collateral  operation,  it  hastened  with  a  frightful  rapidity,  dispro- 
portioned,  entirely,  to  the  ordinary  law  of  tlie  advancement  of  population, 
to  its  catastrophe,  which  was  repletion.  If  none  were  drained  away, 
slaves  became,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances  of  climate,  and  pi"o- 
duction,  inevitably  and  speedily  redundant,  first  to  the  occasions  of  pro- 
fitable employment,  and  as  a  consequence,  to  the  faculty  of  comfortable 
provision  for  tliem.  No  matter  wliat  the  humanity  of  the  owners,  fixed 
restriction  on  their  resources  must  transfer  itself  to  the  comfort,  and  then 
the  subsistence,  of  the  slave.  At  this  last  stage,  the  evil  in  this  form  had 
to  stop.  To  this  stage  (from  the  disproportioned  rate  of  multiplication  of 
the  slaves — double  that  of  the  owners  in  this  country)  it  was  obliged, 
though  at  different  periods,  in  different  circumstances,  to  come.  When 
this  stage  had  been  reached,  v/hat  course  or  remedy  remained?  Was 
open  butchery  to  be  resorted  to,  as  among  the  Spartans  with  the  Helots? 
Or  general  emancipation,  and  incorporation,  as  in  South  America?  Or 
abandonment  of  the  country  by  the  masters,  as  must  come  to  be  the  case 
in  the  West  Indies?  Either  of  these  was  a  deplorable  catastrophe.  Could 
all  of  them  be  avoided,  and  if  they  could,  how?  There  was  but  one  way, 
but  that  might  be  made  effectual,  fortunately!  It  was  to  jyrovide  and  keep 
open  a  drain  for  the  excess  of  increase  beyond  the  occasions  of  proftahle  em- 
ployment. This  might  be  done  effectually  by  extension  of  the  plan  of 
the  Society.  The  drain  was  already  opened.  All  that  was  necessary 
would  be,  to  provide  for  the  enlargement  of  the  channel,  as  occasion 
might  demand.  To  this  end,  aid  was  looked  for,  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  This  would  require,  Mr.  Archer  thought,  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  to  authorize  it,  a  resource  of  precarious  reliance. 
But  the  resources  of  the  States  within  which  the  evil  was  found,  were 
entirely  adequate  to  the  object.  The  Legislatures  of  thirteen  States, 
had  committed  themselves  in  approval  of  the  scheme  of  the  Society.  To 
these  we  were  authorized  to  address  ourselves.  That  was  the  object  of 
the  resolution  he  had  to  submit.  The  Society  had  done  all  that  private 
association  could  be  expected,  all  that  it  could  be  bound  to  do,  in  leading 
the  way,  and  demonstrathig  the  feasibility  (in  this  case  the  easy  feasibili- 
ty) of  the  object.  The  residue  must  be  done,  the  outline  be  filled  up, 
by  public  capacity.  The  Society  had  fulfilled,  consummated,  its  proper 
and  only  requirable  ofice — had  filled  the  measure  of  its  duty  and  reputa- 
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tion.  It  remained,  now,  for  the  State  Leg-'islatures  to  take  up  their  part 
of  the  function,  and  to  redeem  the  pledge  which  so  many  of  them  had 
given.  To  these  he  had  now  to  propose  we  should  address  ourselves;  it 
could  not  be,  he  hoped,  without  effect. 

Mr.  A.  had  been  stating  the  case  in  the  supposition,  that  after  the  pre- 
sent class  of  free  blacks  had  been  exhausted,  by  the  operation  of  the  plan 
he  was  recommending,  others  would  be  supplied  for  its  action,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  excess  of  coloured  population  it  would  be  necessary  to 
throw  off,  by  the  process  of  voluntary  manumission  or  sale.     This  effect 
must  result  inevitably  from  the  depreciating  value  of  the  slaves  ensuing 
their  disproportionate  multiplication.     The  depreciation  would  be  reliev- 
ed and  retarded  at  the  same  time,  by  the  process.     The  two  operations 
would  aid  reciprocally,   and  sustain  each  other,  and  botli  be  in  the  high- 
est degree  beneficial.     It  was  on  the  ground  of  interest,  therefore,   the 
most  indisputable  pecuniary  interest,   that  he  addressed  himself  to  the 
people  and  Legislatures  of  the  slave-holding  States.     The  great  princi- 
ples of  philanthropy  involved,  was  indeed  to  them,  as  to  the  other  quar- 
ters and  Legislatures  of  the  Union — a  powerful  re-inforcing  considera- 
tion.    But  he  put  the  case  directly,  to  the  clear  sense  of  interest,  of 
this  portion  sustaining  directly  the  pressure  of  the  evil.     His   (Mr.  A's) 
plan  was  disembarrassment  by  each  State,  of  the  portion  of  the  evil  which 
belonged  to  it,  first,  as  it  existed,  afterwards  as  it  accrued,   by  the  exer- 
tion of  the  proper  resources  of  the  State,  which,  he  maintained,  would  be 
adequate,  if  the  commencement  of  the  process  were  no  longer  delayed. 
The  longer  tliis  was  delayed,  not  only  did  the  mass   to  be  wrought  on, 
become  moi'e  ponderous  by  augmentation,  but  the  resources  of  operation 
more  waning,  from  declining  productiveness  of  the  property.     This  then 
was  the  time  to  invoke  the  commencement  of  state  action.     There  was 
another  reason.     Large  and  overwhelming  evils  induce  inertness  and  tor- 
por in  the  public  naind,   which  it  demands  some  signal  incident  or  catas- 
trophe to  awaken,  and  direct  to  salutary  action.     This  has  been  the  case 
in  an  especial  manner,   with  the  portentous  evil  in  question.     A  recent 
and  most  tragical  catastrophe,  of  which  his  own  State  had  been  the  scene, 
had  now  put  the  public  mind  wide  awake,  to  the  interest  of  this  great 
subject,  in  every  quarter.  The  moment  ought  not  surely  to  be  lost.     Men 
could  not  now  say  as  they  were  wont,  of  the  extremest  peril  and  crisis  of 
this  evil,  they  will  not  come  in  our  day. 

It  was  demonstrated  by  proof  of  frightful  validity  that  the  peril  impend- 
ed, that  the  crisis  might  come  on  any  day.  No!  he  was  wrong!  It  was 
not  in  the  day  that  this  form  of  horrors  ever  disclosed  itself.  It  came  in 
the  night — disclosed  itself  in  the  midnight  glare  of  habitations  in  which 
every  form  of  outrage  and  butchery  had  previously  been  wreaked,  on 
every  form  of  life  and  helplessness^  even  to  the  sleep  of  the  cradle. — 
To  avert  the  remotest  prospect  of  evil   of  this  character,  what  exertion 
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6nght  fo  be  omitted''  What  sacrifice  or  expenditure  declined?  None 
that  gave  even  taint  promise  of  aid!  In  this  view,  invoking  on  all  exer- 
tions in  the  cause,  the  blessing  which  must  rest  on  their  motives,  be  pro- 
posed the  resolution  which  had  been  sent  to  the  Chair* 

On  motion,* 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  m  instructed  to  prepare  and  present,  aS 
as  early  a  day  as  convenient,  a  respectful  memorial  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  so- 
liciting such  aid  to  the  object  of  the  Society  as  in  their  wisdom  they  may  be  pleased) 
to  grant. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Mr,  Marshall^  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  J.  H.  M'Clnre,  Esq.  of 
Newport,  Kentucky,  for  his  munificent  subscription  to  this  Institution,  often  thou- 
sand dollars  payable  in  ten  annual  instalments,  of  which  the  first  has  been  receivedj 
and  that  the  friends  of  African  Colonization  be  inrited  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
obtain  ten  or  more  subscriptions  of  equal  liberality,  as  suggested  by  him. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bates,  of  Massachusetts,. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  is  entitled  to  the  support  of  all  the  Frieads  of  Chris- 
tianity as  essentially  conducing  to  promote  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  tfc'«r 
African  race. 

On  motion  of  Walter  Jones,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  tlianks  of  this  Meeting  be  presented  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
in  North  Carolina  for  the  aid  which  they  have  liberally  and  repeatedly  rendered' 
to  the  cause  of  African  Colonization. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Fitch,  Professor  of  Theology  in  New 
Haren, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  such  Clergymen  anJ 
congregations,  as  have  during  the  last  year,  taken  up  collections  for  it,  on,  or  abou« 
the  4th  of  July,  and  that  all  the  churches  and  congregations  in  the  United  States  be 
invited  annually  to  unite  in  a  measure  so  happily  adapted  to  promote  the  interests- 
©f  this  Institution. 

On  motion  by  B.  L.  Lear,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Auxiliary  Col,  Societies  be  assured  of  the  gratitude 
of  this  Institution  for  the  efficient  and  liberal  aid  granted  by  them  during  the  year^ 
and  that  they  be  requested,  at  this  interesting  crisis,  to  renew  their  efforts  to  ex- 
tend the  influence  and  augment  the  funds  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Walter  Colton,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  the  Treasurer,  Richard 
Smith,  Esq.  for  his  long  continued,  able,  and  gratuitous  services. 


*  This  Resolution  was  to  have  been  moved  by  the  Hon    Theodore  Frelinghuyscn, 
but  the  great  crowd  and  feeble  health,  prevented  his  remaining  at  the  meeting. 
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On  motion  by  Rer.  Dr.  Laurie, 

Jiesolved,  That  the  thajiks  of  this  Meeting  bo  presented  to  llic  Hon.  C.  F.  Mer- 
cer, for  the  dignity  and  ability  with  which  he  has  presided  on  this  occasion. 

The  Society  then  proceeded   to  an  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 


OFFICERS. 


Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  of  CarroUton,  President. 
Vice-Presidents. 

Hon.  James  Madison,  of  Virginia. 

Hon.  John  Marshall,  of  Virginia. 

General  Lafayette,  of  France. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia. 

Hon.  Henry  Clay,  of  Lexington,  Kentucky.. 

Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland. 

Robert  Ralston,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia. 

Gen.  John  Mason,  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  of  New  Jersey. 

Isaac  McKim,  Esq.  of  Maryland. 

Gen.  John  Hartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia, 

Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  White,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Boston. 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Virginia. 

Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.  of  Yale  College. 

Hon.  Richard  Rush,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Bishop  McKendree. 

Philip  E.  Thomas,  Esq.  of  Maryland. 

Doctor  Thomas  C.  James,  of  Philadelphia. 

Hon.  John  Cotton  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

Hon.  Theodore  Freelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey, 

Hon.  Louis  M'Lane,  of  Washington  City. 

Gerrit  Smith,  Esq*  of  New  York. 

J.  H.  M'Clure,  Esq.  of  Kentucky. 
Managers. 
Francis  S.  Key,  Esq.  Dr.  Thomas  Henderson^ 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.  W.  W.  Seaton,  Esq. 

Rev.  J.  Laurie,  D.  D.  Saml.  Smith,  Esq. 

Rev.  S.  B.  Balch,  D.  D.        Rev.  William  Ryland.^ 
Rev.  0.  B.  Brown,  Benjamin  L.  Lear,  Esq.. 

Rev.  William  Hawley,        Hon.  William  Cranch. 
Rev.  R.  R.  GuRLEY,  Secretary. 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
John  Underwood,  Esq.  Recorder, 


REPORT. 


Since  this  Report  was  read,  the  most  cheering  intelli- 
gence has  arrived  from  the  Colony  of  Liberia.  We  refer 
our  readers  particularly  to  Captain  Abels'  letter  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. Encouraging  statements  are  made  by  the  Agent 
of  the  Society  in  England,  in  regard  to  the  favour  manifested 
towards  it  there,  by  the  distinguished  friends  of  Africa. — 
Great  movements  are  now  going  on  both  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  with  reference  to  the  colonization  of  the  free  peo- 
ple of  colour  in  those  States.  Indeed  the  whole  American 
community  appears  to  be  awakened  as  by  one  powerful 
spirit,  to  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  more  complete  accomplishment  of  the  great  objects  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society. 


REPORT. 


The  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
deem  it  proper  to  present,  in  their  Fifteenth  Annual  Rqjort, 
First,  a  brief  statement  of  the  affairs  and  progress  of  the 
Colony  during  the  last  year:  Second,  a  view  of  events 
in  this  country,  which  show  the  advanceof  public  sentiment 
in  favour  of  tliis  Institution:  Thi7-d,  a  concise  reply  to  ob- 
jections; and  Fourth,  some  of  the  reasons  and  motives  which 
at  this  time,  especiall}^  should  rouse  the  efforts  and  call 
forth  the  prompt  and  liberal  contributions  of  its  friends. 

In  their  last  Report,   the  Managers  mentioned  the  de- 
parture,  late  in  the  autumn,  of  the  Ship  Carolinian,   and 
the  Brig  Volador;  the  former  conveying  the  Colonial  Agent, 
(Dr.   Mechlin),    a  Physician   and  Assistant  Agent,   (Dr. 
Humphries),  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Rush  Skinner,   a  Baptist 
Missionary,  with  his  wife  and  child,  with  one  hundred  and 
six  persons  of  colour;  the  latter,  Dr.  George  P.  Todsen, 
Colonial  Physician,  and  eighty-five  emigrants.     The  emi- 
grants by  the  Carolinian  were  mostly  from  the  high  coun- 
try of  Virginia  and  Maryland;  those  by  the  Volador,  from 
the  lower  districts  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.     The 
former  suffered  severely  from  the  measles  during  the  voyage 
(which  was  somewhat  longer  than  that  of  the  Volador),  and 
still  more  by  the  fever  of  the  climate,   after  their  arrival; 
while  the  latter,  though  afflicted  more  or  less  with  disease 
after  their  landing,  experienced  a  loss  of  but  two  small  chil- 
dren.    The  unusual  mortality  which  occurred  among  the 
emigrants  by  the  Carolinian,  was  doubtless  owing  in  part 
to  the  debility  produced  by  their  sickness  during  the  voyage, 
and  to  the  illness  both  of  the  Colonial  Agent  and  Physician 
at  the  time  their  services  were  most  required;  yet  it  may  be 
presumed  that  their  residence,  all  their  lives  previous,  in  a 


mountainous  region  of  our  country,  rendered  them  pecu- 
liarly susceptible  to  the  influences  of  the  African  climate — 
The  emigrants  by  the  Carolinian  were  accommodated  tem- 
porarily at  Monrovia;  while  those  by  the  Volador  were  im- 
mediately transferred  to  Caldwell  and  placed  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Todsen.  The  health  of  the  latter  during  the 
passage,  and  the  fact  that  their  constitutions  were  accus- 
tomed to  an  atmosphere  not  unlike  to  that  of  Africa,  doubt- 
less contributed  to  render  the  fever  with  which  they  were 
visited,  milder  in  its  character;  yet  just  praise  is  due  to  the 
medical  skill  and  unwearied  attentions  of  Dr.  Todsen,  who 
providentially  continued  well  until  nearly  all  his  patients 
had  become  convalescent.  The  Colonial  Agent  and  the 
Physician  at  Monrovia  being  both  ill,  and  their  valuable 
services  necessarily  intermitted,  many  of  the  sick  of  that 
settlement  resorted  to  Dr.  Todsen,  whose  efforts  were  anx- 
iously, and  in  nearly  every  instance,  successfully  directed 
to  their  relief. 

Dr.  Humphries  died  on  the  I7th  of  February,  of  a  pulmo- 
nary affection,  with  which  he  had  long  been  afflicted  in  the 
United  States.  The  decease  of  the  wife  and  child  of  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Rush  Skinner,  occurred  soon  after;  and  this  devo- 
ted Missionary,  extremely  reduced  by  fever,  took  passage  for 
the  United  States  in  the  Brig  Liberia,  with  hopes  of  recover- 
ing his  health,  and  speedily  renewing  his  Christian  labours  in 
Africa.  Heaven  was  pleased  to  disappoint  these  hopes — 
His  strength  gradually  declined,  but  his  spirit  was  so  calm 
and  uncomplaining,  that  no  immediate  danger  was  appre- 
hended until  the  first  of  March,  when  he  was  found  speechless 
in  his  birth,  and  soon  after,  gently  and  humbly  resigned  his 
soul  to  God. 

Mr.  Skinner  possessed  a  sound  and  improved  under- 
standing, remarkable  prudence  and  fortitude,  with  the  pie- 
ty and  zeal  of  an  Apostle.  He  had  early  consecrated  him- 
self to  the  work  of  missions;  had  prepared  himself  for  it 
amid  dilSculties  wliich  would  have  appalled  ordinary  reso- 
lution, and  he  engaged  in  it  with  the  spirit  of  a  martyr. — 


A  like  spirit  animated  his  amiable  wife,  and  the  death  of 
these  self-sacrHicing  missionaries  is  to  the  church  of  which 
they  were  members,  the  cause  to  whicli  they  were  devoted, 
and  Africa,  which  their  efforts  would  liavc  blessed,  a  severe 
calamity.  In  the  light  of  their  example,  others  will  go  for- 
ward to  the  work  which  they  desired,  but  were  not  permit- 
ted to  accomplish;  and  Africa,  regenerated,  will  i*emember 
and  honour  them. 

Among  the  colonists  generally,  health  has  prevailed  du- 
ring the  year,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial  Agent, 
that  emigrants,  after  the  first  year,  find  the  African  climate 
more  congenial  to  their  constitutions  thati  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Some  diseases  which  prove  very  destructive  in 
our  country,  are  there  nearly  unknown.  Resolved  to  do  all 
in  their  power  to  promote  the  health  of  the  Colony,  and  to 
guard  against  the  fatal  effects  of  the  climate,  the  Managers 
have  recently  sent  out  large  supplies  of  medicines:  appro- 
priated a  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital:  directed  that  the 
best  situations  be  selected,  both  on  the  coast  and  in  the  inte- 
rior, for  all  future  emigrants,  that  buildings  be  constructed, 
and  all  things  arranged  and  provided  for  their  accommoda- 
tion. The  Managers  are  convinced  that  much  of  the  mor- 
tality which  has  heretofore  occurred,  has  been  owing  to  ig- 
norance of  the  climate,  imprudent  exertions,  exposures  and 
improper  diet  among  those  newly  arrived,  want  of  adequate 
medical  advice,  and  of  those  comforts  and  attentions  which 
neither  the  means  of  the  Society,  nor  the  circumstances  of 
the  Colony,  just  rising  into  existence  on  a  remote  shore,  ren- 
dered it  possible  to  supply.  To  the  health  of  the  Colony, 
the  Managers  have  directed  their  thoughts  as  to  an  object 
of  chief  concerji:  and  they  express  confidently  the  opinion, 
that  people  of  colour  from  most  regions  of  our  Southern 
States  will  experience  no  serious  injury  from  the  African 
climate,  and  that  such  persons,  from  any  section  of  our 
country,  will  soon  be  able  to  settle  on  the  elevated  lands  of 
the  interior,  where  there  exist,  it  is  believed,  no  special 
causes  ot  disease.     During  the  absence  of  the  Colonial 


Agent,  tlie  duties  of  his  station  were  dischargeil  by  the  Tice- 
Agent,  Mr.  Anthony  D.  Williams,  a  man  of  colour,  honor- 
ably to  himself,  and  with  strict  regard  to  the  resources  of 
the  Agency,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  Colony. 

In  the  first  communication  made  to  the  Board  by  the 
Colonial  Agent,  after  his  arrival,  he  expressed  his  gratifi- 
cation in  witnessing  the  progress  of  improvement,  and  the 
striking  evidences  of  increasing  industry  and  enterprise 
among  the  colonists.  Twenty-five  substantial  stone  and 
frame  buildings  had  been  erected  at  Monrovia  during  his 
visit  to  the  United  States,  while  others  had  been  commen- 
ced, and  agriculture  had  received  more  than  usual  atten- 
tion. The  Managers  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  expecta- 
tions this  intelligence  excited,  have  been  realized.  "The 
Colony,"  writes  the  Colonial  Agent,  "enjoys  a  degree  of 
prosperity,  not  only  unexampled,  but  greatly  exceeding 
the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of  its  warmest  friends. — 
Internal  improvements  have  been  carried  on  to  an  extent 
scarcely  to  be  credited,  and  places  a  few  months  since  cov- 
ered with  a  dense  forest,  are  now  occupied  by  commodious 
dwellings.  Our  influence  over  the  neighbouring  tribes  is 
rapidly  extending,  and  I  trust  we  shall  be  the  means  of  dif- 
fusing civilization  and  Christianity  over  this  unhappy  land." 

It  may  be  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Society  more 
particularly  to  some  of  the  leading  interests  of  the  Colony 
and  first, 

Commerce. 
This  has  rapidly  increased  during  the  year.  The  Libe- 
ria Herald  announces  the  arrival  of  eighteen,  and  the  depar- 
ture of  fourteen  vessels  in  a  single  month;  several  of  these 
however,  were  small  schooners  owned  at  the  Colony.  Forty- 
six  vessels,  twenty-one  of  which  were  American,  visited  the 
Colony  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  the  amount  of  exports 
was  S88,91 1.  The  trade  is  carried  on  by  small  vessels  and 
private  factories  along  the  coast,  also  with  the  natives  from 
various  countries  of  the  interior.  Recent  competition  has  di- 
minished, and  large  importations  of  trade  goods  have  reduced 


the  profits,  but  still  the  disposition  to  engage  in  it  is  excessive. 
Losses,  however,  which  have  been  in  some  instances  incur- 
red by  giving  credit  to  the  natives,  and  the  failure  of  indi- 
viduals, qualified  neither  by  education  nor  experience  for 
commercial  pursuits,  Mill  probably  correct  the  evil. 

Agriculture. 

The  Managers  stated  in  their  last  Report,  that  with  a 
view  to  encourage  agriculture,  which  they  regarded  as  in- 
dispensable to  the  prosperity  of  the  Colony,  the  Colonial 
Agent  had  been  instructed  to  increase  the  appropriations 
of  land  to  such  settlers  as  might  be  resolved  to  apply  them- 
selves to  this  pursuit.  The  Managers  are  not  informed 
to  what  extent  such  appropriations  have  been  made,  but 
they  are  assured  that  the  colonists  generally  are  beginning 
to  direct  their  thoughts  and  efforts  more  decidedly  and  suc- 
cessfully to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  desire  and  expectation  of  immediate  gain  from 
trade,  ignorance  of  the  best  methods  of  agriculture  in  a 
tropical  climate,  and  a  want  of  energy,  industry  and  perse- 
verance among  many  of  the  settlers,  who  vainly  imagined 
that  they  could  obtain  a  subsistence  in  Africa  with  little  or 
no  labour,  have  prevented  those  improvements  which  can 
alone  render  the  Colony  independent  of  foreign  aid.  Seve- 
ral individuals,  however,  have  occupied  themselves  solely 
with  the  cultivation  of  their  farms,  and  secured,  not  only 
the  means  of  support  for  their  families,  bat  a  surplus  produce 
for  the  Colonial  market.  The  coffee  tree,  which  is  indige- 
nous all  along  the  coast,  begins  to  be  cultivated,  may  be 
raised  at  a  small  expense,  and  will  doubtless  prove  a  source 
of  wealth  to  the  Colony.  Indigo,  cotton,  the  sugar  cane, 
and  other  productions  of  tropical  countries,  will,  at  no  re- 
mote period,  reward  and  enrich  the  agricultural  labourer. 
The  Managers,  resolved  to  leave  nothing  undone  on  their 
part  to  promote  the  interests  of  agriculture,  have  directed 
the  Colonial  Agent  to  set  apart  a  small  farm  for  the  culti- 
vation of  coffee,  that  the  method  to  be  pursued,  and  the  ad- 
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vantages  to  be  derived  from  it,   may  be  made  apparent  to 
the  Colonists. 

Educatioit. 

On  this  subject  the  Managers  are  happy  to  report  a  man- 
ifest improvement.  The  instructions  of  the  Board,  a  sum- 
mary of  which  was  submitted  to  the  last  annual  meeting, 
have  been  obeyed|  schoolhouses  erected  at  Monrovia,  Cald- 
well and  Millsburg  (those  at  the  two  former,  at  an  expense 
ofS400  each,  that  at  the  latter,  of  ^350);  competent  teach- 
ers appointed  under  the  supervision  of  Trustees,  and  a  new 
spirit  of  zeal  in  the  cause  of  education  awakened  throughout 
the  Colony.  The  system  adopted,  will  afford  the  means  of 
education  in  the  most  useful  branches  of  knowledge  to  every 
child,  and  derives  its  support  mainly  from  funds  raised 
within  the  Colony. 

Relations  of  the  Colony  to  the  native  Tribes. 

In  the  last  annual  Report,  the  Society  was  informed  that 
a  native  chief,  with  his  people  had  sought  the  protection  and 
placed  himself  under  the  authority  of  the  laws  of  the  Colony. 
Other  chiefs  and  tribes  have  followed  this  example,  and  the 
Colonial  Agent  observes  in  a  late  letter,  that  the  natives 
deem  it  no  small  privilege  to  be  permitted  to  call  them- 
selves Americans.  He  adds  further  that  the  policy  which 
has  influenced  our  intercourse  with  them,  is  that  of  justice 
and  humanity;  and  they  will  frequently,  instead  of  abiding 
by  their  own  laws  and  usages,  prefer  having  their  disputes 
referred  tons  for  decision;  and  it  is  by  no  means  unusual  to 
see  natives  attending  our  Court  of  monthly  sessions,  either 
as  plaintiffs  or  defendants;  and  such  is  the  confidence  they 
have  in  the  justice  of  that  tribunal,  that  its  decrees  are 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in,  nor  is  the  slightest  murmur  heard, 
even  from  the  party  against  whom  the  decision  has  been 
given.  Indeed,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  nearly  all 
the  tribes  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  disposed  to  yield  up 
their  independence  for  the  additional  peace  and  security 


they  would  enjoy  under  the  direction  and  guardianship  of 
the  Colony."  During  a  recent  visit  of  the  Colonial  Agent 
to  one  of  the  native  towns  on  the  north-eastern  branch  of 
the  Montserado  River,  eight  or  ten  of  the  chiefs,  after  con- 
sultation with  each  other,  united  in  the  request  that  they 
might  be  received  and  treated  as  subjects  of  the  Colony;  that 
settlements  might  be  made  on  their  territory,  and  express- 
ed their  confidence  that  in  such  case  they  would  no  longer 
be  exposed  to  the  incursions  and  cruelties  of  more  powerful 
tribes.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Board  and  the  purpose 
of  the  Colonial  Government,  to  comply  with  such  requests 
in  all  cases,  except  where,  by  the  remoteness  or  pecu- 
liar situation  of  the  applicants,  it  may  be  impossible  to 
extend  over  them  adequate  control  and  protection.  It  is 
hoped  and  believed  that  the  oppressed  natives  of  Africa 
will  find  in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  a  power  friendly  and 
christian,  i^eady  at  all  times  to  be  exerted  in  defence  of  the 
helpless  but  confiding,  and  to  confer  upon  them  with  a  libe- 
ral hand,  the  inestimable  blessings  with  which  she  is  in- 
trusted. 

Proposed  Settlement  or  Grand  Bass  a. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  exploring  the  interior,  and 
also  for  ascertaining  the  comparative  advantages  of  differ- 
ent points  on  the  coast  for  the  founding  of  new  settlements. 
A  wide  field  is  open  for  selection,  since  most  of  the  chiefs 
desire  that  establishments  should  be  made  in  their  vicinity. 
The  territory  chosen  as  most  favourable,  and  on  which  the 
Managers  have  directed  that  a  settlement  shall  be  forth- 
with commenced,  is  that  of  Grand  Bassa,  distant  S.  S.  E. 
about  eighty  miles  from  Monrovia,  intersected  by  the  river 
St.  Johns,  of  easy  and  safe  access  to  vessels  of  eighty  to  a 
hundred  tons,  fertile,  salubrious,  and  abounding  in  cam- 
wood, rice  and  cattle;  and  of  which  a  beautiful  island,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  a  portion  of  the  mainland  on  the 
north  bank,  were  purchased  several  years  ago  for  the  Soci- 
ety, by  the  lamented  Mr.  Ashmun.     The  natives  of  this 
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countfy,  are  amiable  and  frientlly,  and  disposed  to  soil  their 
lands  for  a  small  consideration.  The  chiefs  and  headmen 
have  recently  sent  a  pressing  invitation  to  the  Colonial 
Agent  to  visit  them,  and  establish  a  settlement  among  them; 
and  every  thing  seems  to  indicate  this  as  a  position  extreme- 
ly eligible  for  the  purposes  of  colonization. 

The  whole  course  of  the  Junk  river  (wbich  unites  with  the 
sea  thirty-five  miles  S.  East  of  the  Montserado,  and  is  more 
than  fifty  miles  long)  has  been  examined  during  the  year, 
and  the  country  on  both  sides  is  represented  as  beautifully 
diversified — the  soil  a  deep  rich  vegetable  mould,  covered 
with  majestic  forests,  abounding  in  valuable  ship  timber, 
and  offering  many  situations  well  suited  for  agricultural 
settlements.  This  whole  region  may  soon  be  covered  with 
coffee  and  cotton  plantations^  one  of  which  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Agent,  would  be  a  fortune  to  any  person  who  would 
properly  cultivate  it.  "I  presume,"  he  adds,  ''we  could  pro- 
cure from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  coffee  plants,  in  our 
immediate  vicinity." 

Moral  Interests  or  the  Colony. 

On  this  subject  the  Managers  can  only  say  that  the  vari- 
ous pamphlets  and  tracts  lately  introduced  in  regard  to 
temperance,  have  wrought  a  striking  change  in  the  minds 
of  the  colonists,  and  many  seem  disposed  to  abandon  entire- 
ly the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  The  Colonial  Agent  has  given 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  this  article  is  extremely  pernicious 
in  the  African  climate;  and  will  discourage  by  all  the  means 
in  his  power,  the  consumption  of  it  within   the  Colony. 

Slave  Trade- 

On  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  the  Managers  can  add 
little  to  the  information  communicated  in  their  last  Report. 
Though  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Liberia,  it  has  receiv- 
ed some  check,  it  is  still  prosecuted  by  the  piratical  of  all 
nations,  on  nearly  every  part  of  the  African  Coast;  nor  can  it 
be  speedily  suppressed,  unless  all  Christendom  shall  unite 
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against  it,  The  reproach  alike  ol"  Europe  and  America  and 
the  curse  of  Africa,  it  is  criminal  for  the  civilized  world  lon- 
ger to  permit  its  enormities.  Humanity  and  Religion  call  up- 
on the  rulers  of  all  Christiaii  nations  to  stigmatize  it  as  the 
worst  of  piracies,  and  to  unite  their  efforts  for  its  utter  and 
final  extinction.  Those  who  conduct  this  trade  are  enemies 
not  only  of  the  African,  hut  of  the  human  race;  and  atro- 
cious acts  of  piracy  have  been  committed  by  them  during  the 
last  year,  upon  the  vessels  unoffending,  and  engaged  in 
lawful  commerce  on  the  coast.  On  the  16th  of  June  last, 
the  Colonial  Schooner  Montserado  was  captured  by  a  Span- 
ish pirate  off  little  Cape  Mount;  and  her  crew,  consisting  of 
eight  persons,  eitiier  conveyed  away  on  board  the  Spanish 
vessel,  or  put  to  death.  Two  English  ships  in  the  Bight 
of  Benin,  had  been,  shortly  before,  taken  by  pirates,  and 
their  entire  crews  murdered.  The  dangers  to  whieh  Ame- 
rican commerce  is  exposed  on  the  African  coast,  justifies,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  attention 
of  the  General  Government;  and  the  Managers  are  assured 
that  some  of  our  vessels  of  war  will  be  ordered  forthwith  to 
repair  thither  for  its  protection. 

In  concluding  this  brief  survey,  the  Managers  avail  them- 
selves of  the  testimony  of  a  distinguished  naval  officer,  the 
late  Commander  of  the  Java,  (who  in  this  ship  visited  the 
Colony  in  February  last)  who,  near  the  close  of  a  letter, 
filled  with  interesting  facts  and  suggestions,  remarks: — 
^*that  there  are  many  vast  resources,  yet  undeveloped  in 
Liberia,  no  one  can  entertain  a  doubt;  that  they  will  soon 
be  brought  forth  and  made  available,  by  the  enterprise  and 
intelligence  of  the  Colonists,  is  equally  unquestionable. — 
How  earnestly  then  should  every  philanthropist  apply  him- 
self to  aid  and  advance  the  operations  of  a  Society,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is,  not  only  to  elevate  so  large  a  portion  of 
our  fellow  beings  from  the  degrading  relations  in  which 
they  stand  towards  the  rest  of  the  human  race,  but  to  re- 
deem from  the  thraldom  of  ignorance,  superstition  and  vice, 
a  whole  continent.     That  these  results  are,  under  Provi- 
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dence,  to  be  accomplished,  is  a  conviction  to  which  I  hare 
been  brought  by  actual  experience  and  scrutinizing  obser- 
vation." 

Second: — In  the  United  States,  great  and  rapid  changes 
are  taking  place  in  public  sentiment,  favourable  to  the 
views  and  objects  of  this  Institution.  Convinced  that  the 
principles  and  operations  of  the  Society,  when  understood, 
must  be  approved  by  all  reflecting  and  virtuous  men;  and 
that  information  in  regard  to  them  could  be  communicated 
to  the  public  in  no  way  so  effectually  as  by  permanent  agen- 
cies, each  occupying  a  particular  field,  but  all  together  em- 
bracing the  whole  Union,  the  Board,  early  in  the  year,  an- 
nounced their  plan  of  dividing  the  United  States  into  firo 
Districts,  and  employing  the  same  number  of  Agents,  whose 
time  and  talents  should  be  exclusively  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  the  Society.  The  duties  of  these  Agents,  as  prescribed 
by  the  Board,  are  to  establish  an  efficient  State  or  Terri- 
torial Society  in  each  State  or  Territory — to  organize,  in 
concert  with  said  State  or  Territorial  Societies,  Auxiliaries 
in  the  several  counties  or  towns — to  correspond  and  attend, 
"when  practicable,  the  annual  meetings  of  such  Societies— 
to  further  all  applications  from  the  people,  to  their  Legisla- 
tures or  Congress — to  attend  the  annual  meetings  of  State 
Legislatures  and  of  ecclesiastical  bodies — to  keep  an  office 
at  which  subscriptions  might  be  received,  and  whence  the 
publications  of  the  Society  might  be  distributed — to  promote 
collections  by  the  Clergy  annually  on  the  Fourth  of  July— - 
to  obtain  subscriptions  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith- 
to  keep  an  account  of  applicants  for  a  passage  to  the  Colo- 
ny, and  to  inform  the  free  people  of  colour  of  its  condition 
and  advantages — to  appoint  subordinate  agents,  and  open 
subscriptions  throughout  their  district,  and  to  correspond 
regularly  with  the  Parent  Society.  This  plan  has,  as  yet, 
been  but  partially  set  in  operation,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  finding  persons  qualified  and  disposed  to  act  as  perma- 
nent Agents.  Two  appointments  only  have  been  made; 
that  of  the  Rev.  H.  B.  Bascom,  for  the  middle,  and  of  Rob- 
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ert  S.  Finley,  for  the  Western  district,-  the  efforts  of  both 
which  gentlemen  have  been  successful.  Other  Agents 
have  been  employed  temporarily  in  different  sections  of 
our  country — many  Auxiliary  Societies  organized — (among 
which  are  the  State  Societies  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mississippi,  and  very  recently  that  of  Louisiana) — the 
Fourth-of-July  collections  increased — various  able  essays 
and  addresses  published  in  behalf  of  the  cause — several  sub- 
scriptions obtained  on  the  plan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  and 
the  public  mind  far  more  generally  excited  to  thought  and 
activity,  on  the  subject  of  African  colonization. 

Several  State  Legislatures  have,  since  the  last  Anniver- 
sary, taken  into  consideration  the  plan  of  the  Society;  and 
those  of  Massachusetts  and  Kentucky  have  instructed  their 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  invite  to  this  plan  the  at- 
tention and  aid  of  tlie  General  Government. 

Encouraged  by  the  representations  of  their  Agents,  the 
Managers  announced  to  the  public,  in  February  last,  their 
resolution  to  despatch  six  vessels  with  emigrants  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  provided  the  necessary  funds  could  be 
obtained;  but  for  six  months,  neither  means  nor  emigrants 
were  found  to  justify  the  execution  of  this  purpose. 

The  liberal  assistance  of  the  New  York  City  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  enabled  the  Board  to  fit  out  the  Brig  Criteri- 
on, which,  on  the  2d  of  August,  sailed  from  Norfolk  with 
ample  supplies  and  forty-six  emigrants;  thirty-nine  of  which 
were  manumitted,  on  condition  of  their  removal  to  Liberia. 
Eighteen  of  these  were  liberated  by  a  single  individual  (Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Greenfield)  near  Natchez,  Mississippi;  while  the 
remainder  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Csesar  and  wife,  of  Philadelphia 
excepted)  were  from  the  lower  counties  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina. 

The  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society  in  the  month  of 
April,  placed  more  than  three  thousand  dollars  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Parent  Board,  to  enable  it  to  purchase  a  schoo- 
ner for  the  use  of  the  Colony.  A  beautiful  fast-sailing, 
eoppered  and  copper-fastened  vessel,  of  from  sixty  to  eighty 
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tons,  was  built  at  Baltimr.re  in  tlie  course  of  the  summer^ 
under  the  direction  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Mana- 
gers; and  having  received  the  name  of  Margaret  Mercer, 
in  honour  of  a  distinguished  benefactress  of  the  Society,  on 
the  21st  of  October,  with  a  select  crew  (captain  and  mate 
excepted)  of  men  of  colour,  a  valuable  cargo  of  trade  goods 
and  nine  emigrants,  six  of  which  were  manumitted  by  a  ven- 
erable Clergyman  of  Indiana  (the  Rev.  Dr.  Matthews), 
sailed  for  Liberia.  This  schooner  is  well  armed,  and  will 
be  placed  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  Colonial  Agent, 
and  will  enable  him  with  ease  to  visit  different  parts  of  the 
Coast;  to  ascertain  the  situations  most  eligible  for  new  set- 
tlements; to  purchase,  at  reduced  expense,  provisions  for 
newly  arrived  emigrants  who  may  be  dependent  on  the  So- 
ciety; to  acquire  information  concerning  the  people,  the 
products  and  commerce  of  Africa,  and  in  various  ways  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  and  extend  the  influence  of  the  Colony. 

An  event  of  the  most  unexpected  and  alarming  nature 
(the  Managers  allude  to  the  insurrection  in  Virginia),  has 
powerfully  awakened  public  attention,  not  only  throughout 
that  Commonwealth,  but  the  whole  nation,  to  the  condition 
of  the  people  of  colour,  and  the  plan  proposed  by  this  Socie- 
ty, of  colonizing  them  in  Africa.  May  we  not  hope  that  He, 
who  alone  educes  good  from  evil,  may  so  overrule  this  late 
tragic  event,  as  to  make  it  subserve  a  cause,  tending  alike 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  free  people  of  colour,  the 
regeneration  of  Africa,  and  the  welfare  of  our  country. — 
"While  the  citizens  of  Virginia  and  of  the  other  States  of  the 
South  feel  urged  more  deeply  to  consider,  and  generously 
to  aid  the  Society,  the  free  peopleof  colour  see  clearly,  that 
by  a  removal  to  Africa  alone  they  can  secure  the  best  bless- 
ings of  life  to  themselves  and  their  posterity.  Many  of 
these  latter,  of  irreproachable  character,  from  the  lower 
country  of  Virginia  and  N.  Carolina  have  recently  implored 
the  assistance  of  the  Society;  and  the  ship  James  Perkins, 
chartered  for  their  special  accommodation,  sailed  on  the 
9th  of  last  month  from  Norfolk,  with  539  emigrants,   most 
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of  them  from  the  single  county  of  Southampton.  Funds 
only  are  wanting  to  enable  the  Society  immediately  to 
transport  a  much  larger  number:  and  although  the  Mana- 
gers have  already  incurred  expenses  much  beyond  their 
present  resources,  yet  so  urgently  are  they  appealed  to  in 
behalf  of  many  worthy  persons  now  waiting  to  depart,  that 
they  have  resolved  to  despatch  a  vessel  with  more  than  one 
hundred  emigrants,  during  the  next  month.  Nearly  fifty  of 
these  are  slaves  liberated  by  the  late  Dr.  Bradley,  of  Geor- 
gia, on  condition  of  their  settlement  in  Liberia,  and  their 
freedom  may  depend  upon  their  speedy  removal. 

The  Managers  of  tlie  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society  of 
Maryland,  have  lately  renewed  their  exertions  to  extend 
their  influence  and  increase  their  funds,  and  through  their 
assistance  the  Schooner  Orion  has  been  fitted  out  for  the 
Colony,  and  sailed  from  Baltimore  on  the  26th  of  October, 
with  a  respectable  Physician,  Dr.  Hall,  and  thirty-one  emi- 
grants, all  from  that  State.  The  Board  have  reason  to 
regard  this  late  effort  in  Maryland,  as  but  preliminary  to 
more  effectual  movements,  and  to  believe  that  this  State 
will  be  exceeded  by  none  in  vigor  and  liberality  of  action 
to  promote  the  cause  of  the  Society.  With  a  State  upon 
her  border,  freed  from  the  evil  with  which  she  is  afflicted, 
her  people  will  more  naturally  turn  their  thoughts  to  the 
subject  of  her  coloured  population,  and  feel  that  its  gradual 
diminution  will  contribute  essentially  to  her  prosperity. 

A  deep  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  is  felt  in  the 
"Western  and  South-Wcstern  States;  and  in  compliance  witii 
the  wishes  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the  efforts  of  those 
who  have  already  liberally  contributed  in  that  section  of  our 
country,  to  promote  its  designs,  the  Managers,  some  months 
ago,  authorized  their  Agent  to  fit  out  an  expedition  from 
New  Orleans,  and  appropriated  $5000  for  this  purpose. — 
The  Schooner  Crawford,  with  21  emigrants,  (accompanied 
by  a  respectable  Physician,  Dr,  Charles  G.  Shane,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, who  generously  offered  his  services)  well  supplied 
with   stores  and  medicines,   sailed  from  that  port  for  the 
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Colon)'',  on  the  13th  of  last  month.     Many  more    are  desi- 
rous of  emigrating  from  that  region,  but  timely  arrange- 
ments could  not  be  made  to  receive  them  in  this  expedition. 

The  measures  either  adopted  or  under  consideration  in 
several  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  Southern  States,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  coloured  population,  seem  to  indicate  a  disposi- 
tion to  make  full  experiment  of  the  scheme  which,  with 
scanty  means,  and  amid  numerous  and  great  difficulties,  has 
been  prosecuted  by  the  Society  with  such  encouraging  suc- 
cess, but  for  the  complete  execution  of  which,  it  has,  from 
the  first,  looked  to  the  united  powers  of  the  States,  and  to 
the  Federal  Government. 

In  the  month  of  April,  Elliott  Cresson,  a  member  of  the 
society  of  Friends  in  Philadelphia,  who  had,  for  some  time, 
been  zealously  engaged  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
Society,  was  authorized  to  visit  England,  to  confer  with 
those  philanthropic  men  there,  whose  labours  have  for 
years  been  directed  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  civilization  of  Africa,  and  to  invite  to  the  cause 
of  this  Institution,  such  manifestations  of  regard,  as, 
in  their  judgment,  it  might  merit.  It  will  give  this  meeting 
pleasure  to  know,  that  the  statements  of  Mr.  Cresson  have 
been  well  received,  and  that  he  lias  been  assured  of  the  cor- 
dial support  of  many  eminent  friends  of  Africa  and  mankind; 
and  that  several  public  journals  of  distinction  have  declared 
their  approbation  of  the  Society,  and  have  opened  their  col- 
umns in  its  defence.  The  society  of  Friends  in  London 
I»ave  appropriated  ^2000  to  aid  their  brethren  in  North 
Carolina  to  colonize  the  free  people  of  colour  under  their 
care;  and  several  liberal  donations  have  been  made  more 
directly  to  the  Society.  The  venerable  Thomas  Clarkson, 
now  sinking  under  a  weight  of  years,  and  almost  blind,  lis- 
tened to  the  details  of  the  Society's  operations  with  an  en- 
thusiastic delight,  such,  as  a  friend  remarked,  he  had  not 
manifested  for  twenty  years^  and  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cresson, 
observes,  "For  myself,  I  am  free  to  say,  that  of  all  things 
that  have  been  going  on  in  our  favour  since  ITSTy  when 
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the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was  first  seriously  proposed 
that  which  is  going  on  in  the  United  States  is  the  most  im- 
portant. It  surpasses  every  thing  which  has  yet  occurred. 
No  sooner  had  your  Colony  been  established  on  Cape  Mont- 
serado,  than  there  appeared  a  disposition  among  the  owners 
of  slaves  to  give  them  freedom  voluntarily  and  without 
compensation,  and  to  allow  them  to  be  sent  to  the  land  of 
their  Fathers,  so  that  you  have  many  thousands  redeemed, 
without  any  cost  for  their  redemption.  To  me  this  is  truly 
astonishing.  Can  this  have  taken  place  without  the  inter- 
Tention  of  the  spirit  of  God?"*  The  Managers  rejoice  that 
Liberia  is  becoming  an  object  of  interest  to  other  nations. — 
Nor  can  they  doubt  that  when  its  character,  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  founded,  and  which  it  promises  to  fulfil, 
shall  be  understood,  it  will  command  the  sympathies,  and 
respect  of  the  civilized  world. 

Some  of  the  more  prominent  objections  urged  against  the 
Society  may  deserve  a  brief  notice.  They  may  be  all  em- 
braced in  the  three  following: 

First: — That  the  Society  istvrong  in  its  motives. 

Second: — That  it  pursues  a  bad  end;  or  uses  means  unjusti- 
Jiable  in  accomplishing  its  end. 


*  Mr.  Wilberforce  expressed  himself  in  a  note  to  Mr.  Cresson,  in  the  foIIowiRg 
terms: — "You  have  gladdened  my  heart  by  convincing  me,  that  sanguine  as  had 
been  my  hopes  of  the  happy  effects  to  be  produced  by  your  Institution,  all  my  an- 
ticipations are  scanty  and  cold  compared  with  the  reality.  This  may  truly  be  deemed 
a  pledge  of  the  Divine  favor,  and  believe  me,  no  Briton,  I  had  almost  said  no  Amer- 
ican can  take  a  livelier  interest  than  myself,  in  your  true  greatness  and  glory. — 
While  I  am  writing,  a  passage  in  Scripture  occurs  to  me,  which  I  have  often  read, 
but  never  so  well  understood,  at  least  never  so  strikingly  felt  as  uow.  In  speaking 
of  that  new  world  in  which  it  is  said  there  shall  be  no  more  sorrow  or  pain,  it  is 
added,  'And  there  shall  be  no  more  sea.'  May  I  not  be  permitted  to  apply  this  to 
the  anticipation  of  that  blessed  period,  when  the  Atlantic  shall  no  more  separate  the 
two  greatest  depositories  the  earth  contains  of  Christian  principles  and  practice. — 
To  my  feelings  we  are  already  one — I  can  truly  say  even  now.  'There  is  no  more 
sea.'  May  the  mutual  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  two  countries,  become 
stronger  and  stronger,  however  diversified  in  body,  having  but  one  soul,  and  al- 
most anticipating  that  better  world,  where  all  divisions  being  forever  done  away, 
all  shall  unite  in  one  song  of  thanksgiving,  and  peace  and  love  and  joy  shall  be  com- 
plete and  everlasting." 


Third: — That  the  plan  proposed  hj  the  Society  is  impracti- 
cable. 

First: — It  is  said  that  motives  of  selfishness  gave  exist- 
ence to  the  Society,  and  have  sustained  it.  But  will  any 
virtuous  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  characters  of  thoso 
who  united  in  laying  the  foundations  of  this  Society,  hring 
against  them  the  charge,  not  of  selfishness  only,  but  of  hy- 
pocrisy, in  professing  to  he  actuated  by  motives  to  which 
they  were  strangers?  Or  will  any  such  man  presume  to  de- 
nounce as  hypocritical,  and  selfish,  the  great  community  of 
patriotic  and  religious  citizens  of  every  class,  denomina- 
tion, and  State  in  this  Union,  who  are  now  contributing  to 
the  support  of  the  Society?  To  what  selfish  motive  can  the 
liberal  donations  annually  made  to  the  Society,  by  numer- 
ous individuals  and  churches  in  the  Middle  and  Northern 
States  be  ascribed?  Little,  if  at  all  afHicted  with  the  evil 
of  a  coloured  population,  they  generously  bring  their  offer- 
ings to  aid  the  cause  of  this  Institution^  nor  can  their  con- 
duct be  explained  but  by  admitting  that  it  results  from  mo- 
tives the  most  pure,  the  most  disinterested.  He,  then,  who 
urges  this  objection,  casts  reproach  upon  many  of  the  hon- 
oured dead,  and  upon  more  of  the  wise  and  pious  living. 
He  accuses  hundreds,  yea,  thousands  of  patriotic  and  chris- 
tian men,  of  falsehood,  hypocrisy,  selfishness  and  mean- 
ness. Proof  to  support  his  accusations  he  has  none,  and 
must  be  left  to  answer  for  his  uncharitableness  and  pre- 
sumption before  the  tribunal  of  that  public  which  he  so 
causelessly  condemns. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  the  Society  proposes  a  had 
end,  and  uses  improper  and  univorthy  means.  To  this  the 
Board  reply,  that  if  it  be  true,  that  our  free  coloured  pop- 
ulation are  degraded  and  unhappy,  that  their  residence 
amongst  us  is  attended  by  evil  consequences  to  society,  that 
causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  human  will  must  prevent 
their  ever  rising  to  equality  with  the  whites;  that  in  Afri- 
ca they  may  possess  the  privileges  and  freedom  of  the  most 
favoured^  people;  not  only  be  happy,  but  useful;   elevate  the 
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character  of  their  race,  and  impart  civilization  and  Christi- 
anity to  the  immense  multitudes  of  that  landj  suppress  the 
slave  trade;  change  a  continent,  now  morally  a  desert,  into 
a  fruitful  field,  and  establish  and  perpetuate  liberty  and  re- 
ligion, where  error  and  superstition  have  for  centuries  dar- 
kened and  debased  humanity:  if  these  he  facts,  no  end  sure- 
ly can  be  more  beneficent  than  that  proposed  by  the  Society. 
In  regard  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  free  people  of 
colour  in  this  country,  and  the  sad  consequences  to  them- 
selves and  to  society,  resulting  from  the  peculiarity  of  their 
circumstances,  there  is  believed  to  be  but  one  opinion.  No- 
thing can  be  plainer  than  that  they  labour  under  great  disad- 
vantages, that  they  are  mostly  uneducated,  poor,  and  without 
those  moral  restraints  which  self-respect,  concern  for  repu- 
tation, and  the  hope  and  prospect  of  improvement,  impose 
upon  other  classes  of  the  community.  We  know  there  are 
exceptions  to  this  remark,  that  there  are  examples  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  worth,  and  that  not  a  few  of  them  are 
by  profession  and  practice.  Christians.  Yet  the  Mana- 
gers consider  it  clear  that  causes  exist,  and  are  operating 
to  prevent  their  improvement  and  elevation  to  any  conside- 
rable extent  as  a  class,  in  this  country,  which  are  fixed^ 
not  only  beyond  the  control  of  the  friends  of  humanity,  but 
of  any  human  power.  Christianity  cannot  do  for  them 
here,  what  it  will  do  for  them  in  Africa.  This  is  not  the 
fault  of  the  coloured  man,  nor  of  the  white  man,  nor  of 
Christianity;  but  an  ordination  of  Providence,  and  no  more 
to  be  changed  than  the  laws  of  nature.  Yet,  were  it  oth- 
erwise, did  no  cause  exist  but  prejudice,  to  prevent  the 
elevation,  in  this  country,  of  our  free  coloured  population, 
still,  w^ere  this  prejudice  so  strong  (which  is  indeed  the 
fact)  as  to  forbid  the  hope  of  any  great  favourable  change 
in  their  condition,  what  folly  for  them  to  reject  blessings 
in  another  land,  because  it  is  prejudice  which  debars  them 
from  such  blessings  in  this.  But  in  truth  no  legislation,  no 
humanity,  no  benevolence  can  make  them  insensible  to  their 

past  condition,   can  unfetter  their  minds,   can  relieve  them 
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from  the  disadvantaggs  resultiirg  from  inferior  means  and 
attainments,  can  abridge  the  right  of  freemen  to  regulate" 
their  social  intercourse  and  relations,  which  will  leave? 
tliem  forever  a  separate  and  depressed  class  in  the  commu- 
nity; in  fine,  nothing  can  in  any  way  do  much  here  to  raise 
them  from  their  miseries  ta  respectability,  honour  and  use- 
fulness. What  more  unkind,  then,  than  to  excite  hopes  ire 
their  minds,  never  to  be  realized;  what  more  cruel  than  to 
induce  them  to  forego  the  rich  inheritance  opening  before 
them  and  their  children,  in  Africa,  for  rights  and  privileges 
in  this  land,  which  they  can  never  attain,  and  which,  if 
tliey  could,  would  to  them  be  nearly  worthless.  The  experi- 
ment of  the  Society  has  fully  proved  that  the  free  people  of 
colour  colonized  in  Africa,  feel  the  influence  of  all  those  mo- 
tives wliich  tend  to  give  activity,  strength  and  dignity  to 
the  human  mind;  that  they  find  themselves  hi  the  best 
school  for  discipline,  invention  and  improvement;  in  the 
possession  of  means  of  wealth,  honour  and  usefulness;  that 
they  can  aid  ta  suppress  the  slave  trade^  and  to  enlighten 
and  bless  their  long  afflicted  African  brethren;  that  stand- 
ing alone  and  unshackled,  they  look  abroad  upon  a  country 
ample  and  fertile,  and  offering  to  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise it.s  unnumbered  prcMlucts  and  resources,  and  realize 
that  to  them  it  belongs  to  cover  a  continent  with  civilized 
institutions  and  the  temples  of  God. 

The  plan  of  the  Society,  however,  is  not  only  beneficent 
in  its  effects  upon  the  free  people  of  colour,  and  through' 
them  upon  Africa,  but  in  its  prosecution  a  moral  influence 
is  exerted,  to  which  it  would  seem  impossible  for  any  one  to* 
object,  favourable  to  the  voluntary  and  gradual  emancipa- 
tion and  removal  of  the  slaves.  One  of  the  most  frequently 
urged,  yet  most  groundless  objections,  then,  to  the  Society^ 
that  it  strengthens  the  bonds  and  darkens  the  prospects  of 
the  slave  population,  is  refuted  by  facts,  numerous  and  un- 
deniable. Many  who  were  recently  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  have  been  sent  by  their  masters  as  freemen  to  Li- 
beria.    Large  numbers  arc  now  offered  to  the  Society,  (not 

*Se8  Captain  Abck'  Letter  in  the  Appendix. 
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the  aged,  infirm,  and  worthless,  but  the  young,  vigorous 
and  profitable,)  and  funds  alone  are  wanting  to  enable  it  to 
receive  and  transport  them.     On  this  point  the  Managers 
are  ha])py  to  cite  the  opinion  of  the  venerable  James  Madi- 
son, as  expressed  in  a  recent  letter.     "Many  circumstan- 
ces," he  observes,  ''at  the  present  moment,  seem  to  concur 
in  brightening  the  prospects  of  the  Society,  and  cherishing 
the  hope  that  the  time  will  come  when  the  dreadful  calami- 
ty which  has  so  long  afflicted  our  country,  and  filled  so  many 
with  despair,  will  be  gradually  removed,  and  by  means  con- 
sistent with  justice,  peace,  and  the  general  satisfaction;  thus 
giving  to  our  country  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of 
liberty  and  the  full  benefit  of  its  great  example.     I  never 
considered  the  main  difliculty  of  the  great  work  as  lying 
in  the  deficiency  of  emancipations,  but  in  the  inadequacy  of 
the  asylums  for  such  a  growing  mass  of  population,  and  in 
the  great  expense  of  removing  it  to  its  new  home.     The 
spirit  of  private  manumission,  as  the  laws  may  permit,  and 
the  exiles  may  consent,   is  increasing,   and  will  increase, 
and  there  are  sufiacient  indications  that  the  public  authori- 
ties, in  slave-holding  states,  are  looking  forward  to  inter- 
positions in  difierent  forms  that  must  have  a  powerful  ef- 
fect." 

The  Managers  believe  it  is  admitted  by  all  enlightened 
men,  that  a  separation  of  the  coloured  population  frond 
amongst  us,  provided  it  be  for  their  benefit,  and  effected 
with  satisfaction  to  all  parties  concerned,  is  desirable — 
They  know  not  that  any  one  doubts  that  on  these  conditions 
their  removal  would  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  our  coun- 
try. Every  one  must  perceive  that  a  society  in  which  all 
the  members  are  equal  in  tlieir  social  and  political  privileges 
and  rights,  is  preferable  to  that  wherein  classes  are  divided 
by  a  physical  distinction  that  renders  such  equality  impos- 
sible. The  object  or  end  proposed  by  this  Society  then,  in 
whatever  light  we  view  it,  appears  most  beneficent.  The 
design  has  been  well  said  to  be  a  "Circle  of  Philanthropy, 
every  segment  of  which  tells  and  testifies  to  the  beneficence 
of  tbe  whole." 
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Although  a  large  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  Society  is 
derived  from  annual  collections  in  the  churches  on  or  ahout 
the  Fourth  of  July,  the  Managers  have  learnt  with  surprise, 
that  some  Clergymen  and  Congregations  have  declined 
uniting  in  such  collections,  on  the  ground  that  the  Society 
is  not,  in  their  view,  a  strictly  Religious  Institjition.  But  is 
an  Institution  the  less  religious  because  while  it  conduces 
positively,  powerfully,  and  extensively,  to  promote  the  mo- 
ral welfare  of  men,  it  confers  on  them  likewise  the  highest 
temporal  blessings?  Is  the  Colonization  Society  less  a  re- 
ligious Institution  because  while  establishing  in  Africa  the 
Christian  Religion,  and  dispensing  far  and  wide  among 
heathen  tribes  its  inestimable  benefits,  it  relieves  the 
temporal  distresses,  and  improves  the  intellectual,  so- 
cial, and  political  condition  of  a  numerous  class  of  man- 
kind? If  Christianity  requires  as  duty  of  those  who  pro- 
fess it,  efforts  for  the  eternal  interests  of  men,  it  no  less 
plainly  enforces  the  duty  of  promoting  their  temporal  ad- 
vantage. If  the  former  is  to  be  done,  the  latter  should  not 
be  left  undone,*  and  no  Institution  can  be  more  Christian 
than  that  which  contributes  to  the  accomplishment  of  both. 
"Whether  the  means  by  which  these  objects  are  accomplished 
be  direct  or  indirect,  is  of  no  importance,  provided  they  be 
judicious,  and  not  prohibited  by  the  Divine  Word. 

But  it  may  be  said,  though  the  Society  proposes,  it  is 
true,  a  good  end,  the  means  used  to  effect  it  are  unjustifia- 
ble. And  what  are  these  means?  From  its  origin,  the 
Society  has  addressed  itself  with  facts  and  arguments  to 
the  understandings  and  hearts  of  the  American  people. — 
Believing  the  plan  adopted  by  it,  worthy  of  universal  appro- 
bation, all  its  purposes  and  measures  have  bpen  disclosed  to 
the  public.  It  has  sought  the  best  information  in  regard  to 
the  country  to  be  colonized,  and  presented  the  results  of  its 
inquiries  fully  and  promptly  to  the  community.  The  great 
benefits  expected  from  the  enterprise  of  the  Society  to  those 
who  remove,  to  the  United  States,  and  to  Africa,  have  been 
depicted  and  held  up  for  observation  to  excite  and  secure  the 
means  for  its  execution.     The  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
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Free  People  of  Colour  in  this  country,  and  what  they  may 
reasonably  anticipate  in  Africa,  have  been  truly  represent- 
ed as  a  sufficient  reason  why  they  should  consent,  and  be  as- 
sisted, to  Emigrate.  The  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  and  of  their  Agents  in  Africa,  are  regularly  pub- 
lished; all  donations  acknowledged,  and  an  account  render- 
ed annually,  exhibiting  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  have 
been  expended.  Every  thing  is  fair,  free,  and  open,  in  the 
design  and  operations  of  the  Society.  It  interferes  with  no 
rights,  violates  no  obligations,  gives  assistance  to  such  on- 
ly as  choose  to  emigrate,  and  depends  for  all  its  resources 
upon  the  free-will  offerings  of  the  community.  It  has  no 
power  but  its  moral  influence,  no  strength  but  in  public 
opinion. 

If  it  be  objected  that  the  Society  has  sought  aid  from  the 
National  Government,  to  this  it  may  be  replied  that  in  its 
application  it  has  been  sustained  by  the  opinions  of  nearly 
half  of  the  State  Legislatures  in  the  Union,  that  it  has  pre- 
sumed Congress  to  know  its  own  powers,  and  that  it  has 
solicited  such  aid  only  as  in  the  judgment  of  Congress 
might  be  constitutionally  granted. 

The  third  objection  is,  that  the  plan  of  the  Society  is  im- 
practicable. 

That  a  colony  of  free  coloured  people  can  be  established 
at  a  small  expense  and  prosper  in  Africa,  is  no  longer  proble- 
matical, but  is  already  demonstrated  by  the  Society.  Such  a 
colony  is  established.  Many  desire  to  emigrate,  and  their  re- 
moval and  settlement  in  Liberia  may  surely  with  addition- 
al means  be  effected.  Sufficient  territory  can  be  obtained, 
and  at  no  great  expense,  to  accommodate,  and  if  properly 
cultivated,  to  subsist,  the  entire  coloured  population  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  scheme  of  the  Society  on  a  large 
scale  then  be  impracticable,  it  must  be  on  account  either  of 
the  African  climate  creating  an  indisposition  to  emigrate, 
or  destroying  those  who  emigrate,  or  from  inability  to  com- 
mand the  necessary  funds.  But  in  truth,  under  all  the  disad- 
vantages inevitable  in  founding  a  colony,  with  scanty  means^ 
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in  an  untried  climate,  and  a  remote,  rude,  uncleared  coun- 
try, no  such  mortality  has  occurred  in  Liberia  as  to  prevent 
emigration,  or  excite  apprehension  for  the  safety  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Colony.  The  experience  of  the  Society  proves 
conclusively — as  the  Managers  have  before  said — that  the 
great  mass  of  our  coloured  people  are  little  exposed  to  dan- 
ger by  a  transition  to  Africa,  and  every  successive  year  as 
the  country  becomes  more  open,  settlements  established  in 
the  interior,  and  the  diseases  and  their  cause  better  under- 
stood, this  danger  will  diminish.  No  people  (it  has  been  of- 
ten remarked)  enjoy  health  more  uniformly  than  the  natives 
of  Africa:  hence  no  occasional  mortality  (should  it  occur) 
among  the  new  settlers,  can  long  retard  greatly  the  growth 
the  Colony.  It  is  morally  certain  that  a  disposition  among 
our  free  coloured  population  to  secure  the  advantages  of  the 
Colony  will  increase  as  these  advantages  and  a  knowledge 
of  them  increase,  which  must  surely  be  the  result  of  greater 
regularity  and  frequency  of  commercial  intercourse. 

It  has  been  thought  by  some  that  pecuniary  resources  ad- 
equate to  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  work  could  not 
be  obtained.  To  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  in  the  progress 
of  this  work  the  expense  of  removal  (already  reduced,  in- 
cluding a  subsistence  for  six  months  in  Liberia,  to  thirty- 
five  dollars  for  each  emigrant)  must  be  greatly  diminished, 
and  of  the  certainty  that  when  the  tide  of  opinion  shall 
strongly  set  among  the  people  of  colour  in  favour  of  emigra-^ 
tion  many  will  defray  their  own  expenses,  the  sum  annually 
saved  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as  reported  by  the  New 
York  Temperance  Society,  by  the  reduction  in  the  sales  of 
ardent  spirits  would  transport  more  than  the  whole  annual 
increase  of  the  coloured  population  of  the  United  States. — 
And  will  any  one  believe  that  for  a  great  national  and  phi- 
lanthropic object  of  lasting  interest  to  this  country  and  Af- 
rica; individuals,  the  States,  and  the  National  Govern- 
ment united  cannot  raise  a  fund  equal  to  that,  saved  by  the 
partial  disuse  of  ardent  spirits,  in  a  single  state? 

A  noble-minded  individual  in  Kentucky  has  just  subseri- 
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bed  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  tei^  years  to  the  Society, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  ten  other  itidividiials,  at  least, 
might  he  found  disposed  to  make  similar  subscriptions. — 
Were  all  the  friends  to  this  Institution  to  give  an  equal 
proportion  according  to  their  means,  annual  funds  would 
be  secured  sufficient  to  carry  forward  this  enterprise  to  a 
complete  and  glorious  consummation.  But  if  the  enterprise 
be  deemed,  as  the  Board  think  it  may,  strictly  nalionalf 
the  powers  of  the  States,  and  of  Congress,  may  be  invoked 
and  granted  to  effect'  it.  And  here  the  Managers  feel  it 
their  duty  to  say  that  some  of  the  most  eminent  and  expe- 
rienced statesmen  in  the  country,  have  expressed  the  opinion, 
that  an  appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  would  be  the  aid  most  unexception- 
able and  the  most  effective  that  could  be  devised.  Nor  should 
it  be  forgotten  that  whatever  appropriations  may  be  made 
by  Government  for  this  object  would  in  great  part  be  ex- 
pended in  giving  employment  to  our  shipping  and  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Before  closing  this  Report,  the  Managers  would  suggest 
one  or  two  reasons,  which  should  at  this  time  especially 
arouse  the  efforts,  and  call  forth  the  liberal  contributions  of 
its  friends. 

And  First,  The  public  mind,  as  has  been  before  remarked, 
is  strongly  and  very  generally  excited  on  the  subject  pre- 
sented in  this  Report.  Events,  not  soon  to  be  forgotten, 
have  forced  it  upon  public  attention;  and  the  spirit  of  inqui- 
ry concerning  what  should  and  can  be  done  in  regard  to  it 
is  universal.  This  then  is  the  time  when  the  friends  of  the 
Society  may  most  successfully  bring  its  principles,  history 
and  measures,  before  the  American  people.  They  may  now 
be  sure  of  a  hearing,  and  expect  that  the  facts  and  argu- 
ments they  propose  will  be  generally  and  deeply  consid- 
ered. 

Second.  Not  only  is  this  subject  attracting  attention  and 
awakening  inquiry,  but  the  general  current  of  opinion  is 
plainly  setting  in  favour  of  the  plan  of  the  Society.     Many 
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friendly  judgment,  and  only  require  additional  information 
to  fix  them  in  the  resolution  of  yielding  to  it  their  support. 
The  season  then  is  auspicious,  much  may  be  done  by  well 
directed  efforts,  and  the  friends  of  the  Society  have  it  in 
their  power,  with  comparative  ease,  to  secure  the  counten- 
ance and  aid  of  the  nation.  The  Board  trust  that  Auxilia- 
ry Societies,  and  all  who  desire  the  prosperity  of  the  Insti- 
tution, will  improve  the  advantages  of  the  crisis,  for  augment- 
ing its  funds  and  extending  its  usefulness.  Let  them  not 
be  silent  while  the  nation  listens  and  is  ready  to  consider 
every  reason  tliat  can  be  adduced  in  behalf  of  their  cause. 

Though  encouragements  for  activity  among  the  friends  of 
the  Society  are  numerous  and  great,  yet  it  should  not  be  con- 
cealed that  another  reason  for  such  activity  is  found  in  the 
zeal  and  efforts  of  its  enemies.  That  there  are  a  few  who 
boldly  denounce  the  Society's  principles  and  proceedings,  as 
inhuman  and  unchristian,  andthatthey  are  deeply  intent  upon 
destroying  its  reputation,  is  not  less  true,  than  that  disap- 
pointment awaits  them,  should  those  who  have  both  the  dis- 
position and  means  stand  forth  to  repel  their  attacks.  A 
correct  statement  of  facts  vtill  counteract  their  influence,  and 
be  convincing  evidence,  that  the  Society  is  aiming  to  accom- 
plish a  virtuous  end  by  virtuous  means;  an  end  perfectly  at- 
tainable with  the  public  patronage  and  the  favour  of  Heaven. 

Let  the  friends  of  the  Society  then  proceed  with  renewed 
hope  and  vigour  in  their  work.  They  are  urged  to  do  this 
by  the  signs  of  the  times,  the  state  of  public  sentiment,  by 
ten  thousand  human  voices,  and  the  more  solemn,  and 
scarcely  less  audible  voice  of  God.  They  are  summoned  ta 
do  this  by  interest  and  compassion;  by  duty  and  charity;  by 
the  most  sacred  obligations,  and  the  most  touching  appeals. 
The  suffering  of  one  land,  and  the  more  miserable  of  anoth- 
er, put  in  their  united  claims.  America,  glorying  in  her 
freedom,  stretches  out  her  hand  to  the  work;  and  Africa,  in 
tears  and  in  chains,    looks  to  it  as  her  hope  and  salvation. 
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American    Coloiilzaiion  Socialy,  in  account  current  ioilh  Richard 

Smith,   TreasurcT. 

DR. 

To  casli  paid  for  collecting-  emigrants,   ...  $     lOG  62 

casli   paid  fur    transportation  of  emigrants,  sub- 
sistence after  iheir  arrival,  and  for  supplies  for 

the  Colony,    12,304  52 

salaries  of  Physician  and  Colonial  Agent, 2,525  22 

salaries  of  officers  St  Agents,  and  various  contin- 
gent expenses  in  the  U.  States 6,350  35 

support  of  two  coloured  boys  at  sciiool, 250  01 

salaries  of  Officers  at  the  Colony,  not  including 

Colonial  Agent  and  Physician, 1,482  55 

cost,  fitting  out,  &c.  of  Sch'r.  Margaret  Mercer,  4,811  26 
cash  piid  James   C.  Dunn,   the  same  being  for 

subscriptions  to  African  Kepository,    157  63 

cash  paid  to  the  African  Education  Society,  the 
same  having  been   erroneously   placed  to  the 

credit  of  the  Colonization  Society, 77 

counterfeit  note  received  November  od,   .....  3 

balance  on  hand,  including  §92  counterfeit,   ...   11,090  50 

—  $39,158  65 
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By  balance  from  last  year,    (S92  counterfeit,)   . .  $7,056  07 

donations  from  individuals, 3,809  94 

Auxiliary   Societies ...   ......   5,416  27 

annual    subscriptions, - 51 

collections  by  Agents,   ... 2,006  56 

4th  of  July  collections,  8,767  95 

life  member  subscriptions, 2,278  58 

subscriptions  on  the  plan  of  Gerrit  Smith,  3,964  51 

do  J.  H.  M'Clure 1,000  00 

subscriptions  to  African  Repository, 425  12 

Loan  by  the  Pennsylvania  Col.  Society,   3,235  78 

Legacies, 1,133 

Subscriptions  to  the  Liberia  Herald, 8 

Interest  on  drafts  of  J.  Mechlin,  for  prompt  pay't.         5  87 

$39,158  65 

By  balance  as  per  contra, $11,090  50 

E.  E.  - 


APPENDIX. 


(    A.     ) 
TESTIMONIES  IN  FAVOUR  OP  THE  COLONY. 

[The  following  letters  from  gentlemen  of  great  respectability, 
who  visited  Liberia  during  the  last  year  (one  of  them,  Capt. 
Abels,  so  late  as  the  27th  of  December  last),  will  afford  the  high- 
est encouragement  to  the  friends  of  the  Society.  Captain  Ken- 
nedy commanded  the  United  States'  Frigate  Java.  We  invite  the 
[  attention  of  our  readers  to  these  letters,  particularly  to  Captain 
Abels',  as  giving  the  true  state  of  the  Colony  at  the  present  time.] 

Captain  Kennedy's  Letter. 

Norfolk,  June  22, 1831. 

Sia: — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  11th  inst. 
requesting  my  opinion  of  the  condition,  prospects  and  necessities  of  the  Colony  at 
Liberia,  and  of  the  best  method  to  be  adopted  by  the  Society  for  the  more  eficotual 
prosecution  of  the  great  work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

I  hope  I  need  not  assure  you  that  it  affords  me  great  gratification  to  comply  with 
your  request,  and  to  lay  before  you  a  statement  of  the  facts  which  presented  them- 
selves to  me  during  the  visit  I  made  to  Montserado,  in  the  Frigate  Java,  under  my 
command. 

The  wisdom  and  talent  which  distinguish  the  councils  of  the  Society  to  which 
you  belong,  and  the  vast  materials  which  your  experience  and  zeal  have  enabled 
you  to  collect,  cause  great  diffidence  on  my  part  in  the  suggestion  of  any  new  plan 
of  operations.  I  was,  however,  not  an  idle  observer  during  my  stay  among  the 
Colonists,  and  the  conclusions  which  pressed  upon  my  mind,  as  the  results  of  my 
inquiries,  shall  be  most  cheerfully  submitted  for  your  better  judgment  and  conside- 
ration. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  in  the  outset,  that  my  inquiries  were  com- 
menced under  auspices  very  unfavourable  to  the  practicability  of  the  scheme  of 
your  Society;  for  while,  I  trust,  I  yielded  unfeigned  acknowledgment  of  the  piety 
and  purity  of  purpose  which  governed  its  worthy  and  disinterested  projectors,  yet 
the  vast  difficulties  attending  the  prosecution  of  their  labours,  and  the  very  prob- 
lematical results,  in  the  want  of  success,  left  an  impression  upon  my  mind,  alto- 
gether unfavourable  to  the  Institution — under  these  impressions,  therefore,  I  com- 
menced my  inquiry  with  great  caution.  I  sought  out  the  most  shrewd  and  intelli- 
gent of  the  Colonists,  many  of  whom  were  personally  known  to  me,  and  by  long 
and  weary  conversations,  endeavoured  to  elicit  from  them  any  dissatisfaction  with 
their  condition  (if  such  existed)  or  any  latent  design  to  return  to  their  native  coun- 
try— neither  of  these  did  I  observe;  on  the  contrary,  I  thought  I  could  perceive 
that  they  considered  that  they  had  started  into  a  new  existence;  that,  disencumber- 
ed of  the  mortifying  relatione  in  which  tliey  formerly  Btood  in  society — they  felt 
themselves  p^-oud  in  their  attitude,  and  seemed  conscious  that  while  they  were  th« 
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Ouader«  af  a  new  Empire,  they  were  proseauting  tha  noble  purposa  of  the  regen-^ 
M-ation  of  the  land  of  thai?  fathers, 

I  was  pleased  to  observe  that  they  were  impressed  with  the  rast  importance  of 
a  proper  education,  not  only  of  their  children ^  but  of  the  children  of  the  natives; 
and  that  to  this  they  looked  confidently  as  the  means  of  eflfecting  their  high  ob- 
ject, namely,  the  civilization  of  their  benighted  brethren  in  Africa. 

I  observed  with  great  satisfaction,  that  their  children,  in  many  instances,  could 
converse  in  the  languages  of  the  tribes  by  which  the  Colony  is  surrounded.  Thus 
the  obstacles  which  formerly  embarrassed  its  commerce  with  the  interior,  and 
which,  by  the  by,  are  even  now  but  few,  must  in  a  very  short  time  cease  entirely 
to  exist.  Most  of  the  articles  of  traffic  which  can  be  profitably  used  in  barter  with 
the  natives,  are  familiar  to  your  readers;  but  there  are  yet  some  which  have  not 
employed  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  and  of  those  embraced  in  their  specula- 
tions, many  improvements  in  quality  might  advantageously  be  enumerated.  The 
inhabitants  of  King  Boatswain's  town,  (one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  up  the  St." 
Paul's  River,  and  twenty  miles  from  it,  which  empties  into  the  bay  of  Montserado) 
interchange  with  the  most  friendly  dispositions  towards  the  Colonists. 

In  the  article  of  salt,  more  especially,  most  advantageous  traffic  is  conducted,  and 
yotsusceptibleof  great  increase;  in  bartering  with  that  article,  the  Colonists  readily 
receive  in  gold  dust,  ivory,  dye-wood,  &c.  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  quart. — 
It  is  to  me  a  matter  of  astonishment,  that  our  enterprising  citizens  have  not  sought 
iu  that  particular  article,  a  channel  for  the  most  profitable  speculation.  An  extent 
of  eight  or  ten  leagues  South- West  of  the  Cape,  is  well  adapted  for  the  making  of 
salt  by  evaporation,  with  but  comparatively  little  labour.  One  extended  salt  port, 
indeed  the  Isle  of  Mayo  (one  of  the  Cape  de  Verds),  only  eight  or  nine  days'  sail 
from  the  Montserado,  would  furnish  abundance  of  talt  for  the  commercial  purposes 
of  the  Colony,  at  a  low  price. 

I  would  recommend  for  the  bettor  prosecution  of  this  traffic,  that  the  salt  should 
be  imported  in  iron  pots  and  kettles  of  various  sizes,  as  they  would  be  disposed  of 
at  a  very  gr^at  price. 

II  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  guns,  pistols,  beads  of  various  colours,  checks 
mid  various  coloured  calicoes,  flints,  &c.  constitute  a  source  of  abundant  profit  in  this 
traffic.  Powder,  more  especially  demands  attention;  that  which  is  received  from 
foreign  vessels  (and  I  think  very  likely  from  our  own,)  is  so  damaged  and  worth- 
less, that  it  serves  hardly  any  useful  purposes;  so  inferior  is  its  strength,  that  the 
natives,  in  th«ir  attacks  upon  the  elephant,  are  compelled  to  load  the  barrels  of 
their  pieces  half  way  to  the  muzzle,  and  for  the  leaden  ball,  to  substitute  a  dart  or 
sp'-^ar,  made  expressly  to  fit  the  calibre  of  the  gun;  short  muskets,  carrying  a  two 
ounce  ball,  (particularly  if  loaded  in  the  breech  like  the  late  invented  rifles,) 
would  be  found  a  most  saleable  article. 

It  can  hardly  be  expected  that  I  can  throw  any  additional  light  upon  this  part  of 
nay  subject — and  I  will  proceed  to  consider,  somewhat  at  large,  the  condition  of  the 
Colony,  as  regards  the  progress  of  its  improvements,  and  itB  deficiency  in  certain 
articles  of  indispensable  utility  and  necessity. 

I  is  known  to  you  that  the  Colonists  arc  erecting  a  mill  at  the  falls  of  the  St. 
Paul's  river.  This  has  bec-n  for  a  long  time  a  desideratum;  but  yet,  for  its  more 
cflT.ctual  operation  on  \h':  affairs  of  the  Colony,  I  would  suggest,  for  the  facilitating 
the  descent  of  produce  from  above  the  fails  to  Millcburg,  that  .t  Fmall  steam  boat  of 
light  draught  be  built,  and  emplorcd  to  tow  the  produce  boats  and  traffic  boats  t« 
the  falls,  and  up  the  river.     From  the  falls  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  there  can  b4 
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»o  maimer  of  difficulty  in  its  transportation  iu  boats  manned  by  Slroaa,  or  Kroomoo, 
aativcfl  of  the  coast,  a  hardy,  industrious,  honest,  and  intelligent  race,  nearly  all 
speaking  English.  They  arc  emphatically  termed  "the  workers  of  the  coast/' 
and  can  be  hired  for  20  cents  per  day.  Other  changes  and  improTcments  in  the 
aflfairs  of  the  Colony  occurred  to  me;  many  of  these  suggested  themselves  to  mc 
from  conversations  with  the  Agent,  Dr.  Mechlin,  a  gentleman  of  intelligence,  and 
admirable  qualifications  for  the  very  important  duties  and  responsibilities  confided 
to  him. 

In  the  first  place,  the  gun  carriages  of  the  fort  which  commands  the  harbour,  are 
in  a  state  of  decay;  and  inasmuch  as  the  "dry  worm"  is  in  that  climate  exceedingly 
destructive  to  all  "dead  wood,"'  or  wood  not  growing,  repairs  will  be  always  re- 
quired at  great  expense  and  inconvenience. 

To  remedy  this,  I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  my  report,  the  experiment  of  substituting  iron  carriages,  for  the  ar- 
tillerj-  of  the  Colony. 

Again,  the  Colonial  Schooner,  as  guarda  costa,  is  totally  unfit  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  designed,  whether  in  size,  armament,  or  in  complement  of  men; 
she  could  neither  resist  the  attacks  nor  prevent  the  operations  of  the  numerous  pi- 
rates and  slavers  that  infest  the  coast.  The  present  commander,  Thompson,  is  a 
brave  man,  enterprising  and  competent — and  with  a  schooner  of  90  or  100  tons,  man- 
ned with  40  men,  shipped  in  the  United  States  for  that  service,  and  carrying  a 
large  9  or  12  pounder  a  midships,  and  two  18  or  24  pound  carronades,  would  be  fully 
able  to  carry  into  execution  the  purposes  of  the  service  in  which  he  is  engaged.* 
Until  the  funds  of  the  Society  can  furnish  the  means  of  carrying  into  effect  this  idea, 
I  suggested  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  propriety  of  employing 
one  of  our  national  schooners,  such  as  the  Shark,  or  Porpoise,  with  a  crew  composed 
principally  of  blacks,  as  a  regular  cruiser  for  the  protection  of  the  Colonists,  sup- 
pressing the  slave  trade,  and  of  determining  correctly,  the  latitude  and  longitude 
of  all  the  head  lands  between  Cape  Anne,  including  Cape  Anne  Shoals  (which  are 
very  extensive  and  dangerous),  and  Cape  Palmas,  or  as  far  as  the  Island  of  Fernando 
Po,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Caraeroons,  in  the  Gulf  of  Guinea.  It  is  a  fact,  that 
none  of  the  charts  that  I  have  seen,  indicate  the  correct  longitude,  or  even  latitude 
of  that  part  of  the  coast;  they  sometimes  err  from  5  to  10  miles  in  latitude,  aud  from 
8  to  30  in  longitude. 

There  are  many  articles  immediately  wanted  by  the  Colonists;  for  instance — a 
seine.  I  left  one  with  them,  which  was  considered  as  a  very  great  acquisition, 
and  should  have  left  twine  also  for  its  repairs,  but  had  none  on  board  to  spare. — 
They  require  also  rammers  and  sponges  for  their  guns,  cross-cut  saws,  and  more 
especially  one  or  two  sets  of  "carry-log"  wheels;  the  tongues  and  axletrees  can  be 
procured  there,  and  a  draft  of  them  sent  to  them,  that  they  may  know  how  to  com- 
pls^te  them;  the  wheels  should  be  such  as  those  used  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  Gosport, 
having  the  tyre  covering  from  4  to  6  inches;  these  are  indispensable  in  clearing 
new  and  spongy  ground,  or  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  timber  from  the  forests 
ni'ar  Millsburg. 

I  would  recommend,  moreover,  that  all  vessels  bound  to  the  Colony  should  touch 
at  Port  Praya,  (Cape  dc  Vcrds)  and  lay  in  a  supply  of  vegetable  seed,  asses  and 
Fhoc'p. 

*rnr/!nc  rrhoonpr,  Marg-aret  Mercer,  is  now  at  the  Colony.  The  Schooner 
k;;r.-  spoken  ifivas  captured  by  pirates. 
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It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  the  ColonistB  are  turning  their  attention  to  tii* 
eultiration  of  coffee.  That  this  article  of  produce  is  to  prove  a  source  of  vast 
wealth  to  the  colonists,  there  can  be  no  doubt;  the  labour  and  expense  of  its  cuJitiva- 
tion  will  be  comparatively  small;  indeed,  they  have  but  to  clear  away  the  forest 
trees,  and  the  plantations  are  ready  to  their  hands.  There  are  two  descriptions  of 
the  plant  indigenous — one  a  shrub,  evidently  the  same  as  the  Mocha,  but  yielding 
a  berry  of  superior  flavour;  the  other  a  tree,  frequently  attaining  the  height  of  40 
feet;  a  specimen  of  the  latter,  I  brought  with  me  to  Cuba,  in  the  Java,  and  left 
with  Mr.  Shaler,  our  Consul,  for  the  Botanic  Garden  of  that  City.  I  had  also  sev- 
?  eral  of  the  shrubs,  or  small  growth,  but  they  all  perished  by  salt  water  getting  to 
them. 

That  thewj  are  many  vast  resources,  yet  undeveloped  in  Liberia,  no  one  can  en- 
tertain a  doubt;  that  they  will  soon  be  brought  forth  and  made  available  by  the  en- 
terprise and  intelligence  of  the  Colonists,  is  equally  unquestionable — how  earnestly 
then  should  every  philanthropist  apply  himself  to  aid  and  advance  the  operations 
of  a  society,  the  object  of  which  is,  not  only  to  elevate  so  large  a  portion  of  our  fel- 
low beings  from  the  degrading  relations  in  which  they  stand  towards  the  rest  of 
the  human  race — but  to  redeem  from  the  thraldom  of  ignorance,  superstition  and 
vice,  a  whole  continent.  That  these  great  results  are,  under  Providence,  to  be  ac= 
complished,  is  a  convictioa  to  which  I  have  been  brought  by  actual  experience 
and  scrutinizing  observation. 

To  those  who  have  been  the  protectors  of  this  undertaking,  how  enviable  the 
joy  derived  from  the  anticipation;  and  when  the  happy  result  shall  have  been  con- 
summated, what  monument  so  glorious  to  their  memory  as  the  gratitude  of  mil- 
lions disenthralled!  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Rev.  R.  R.  GuRLEY.  EDWARD  P.  KENNEDY. 

P.  S.  It  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  state,  that,  in  a  conversation  with  one  of  the 
Kroos,  or  Kroomen,  I  was  informed  by  him,  that  he  came  with  his  wife  from  Tim- 
buctoo  by  water,  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five  miles,  the  distance  that  city 
stands  from  the  Niger;  he  came  down  the  St.  Paul's  to  Montserado. 

In  a  few  days  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you,  through  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, an  abstract  of  my  cruize  in  the  Java,  from  Mahon  along  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  homewards  through  the  West  Indies,  which  you  can  trace  on  a  chart  of  the 
Atlantic.  It  may,  I  think,  be  useful  to  vessels  returning  from  Liberia.  Mr.  Wat- 
son, of  Washington,  late  sailing  Master  of  the  Java,  will  cheerfully  assist,  and 
give  you  such  information  on  the  subject  as  you  may  require.  He  is  a  young  officer 
of  great  observation,  and  an  excellent  navigator. 

It  is  customary  in  leaving  the  Cape  homeward  bound,  to  clear  along  the  shore, 
endeavoring,  by  making  short  tacks,  to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  land  breeze,  and 
thereby  get  to  windward,  out  of  the  variables,  and  into  the  trades;  but  it  is  a  mis- 
take, and  also  dangerous,  as  the  currents  are  unsettled,  and  may  throw  you  on  the 
Shoals  of  Cape  Aniic;  very  green  water  extends  from  abreast  Cape  Anne  Shoals,  to 
nearly  Cape  Montserado,  one  hundred  miles  from  the  coast,  and  no  soundings^by 
keeping  your  wind  on  leaving  the  Cape,  and  getting  to  the  Westward,  even  if  you 
are  driven  as  far  South  as  the  lino,  you  will,  after  passing  through  the  variables  in 
the  Thunder  Sea,  (so  called  by  mariners  owing  to  the  incessant  thunder  and  light- 
ning and  rain  with  but  little  wind — the  appearance  is  truly  awful,  the  heavens  and 
sea  appear  to  be  united  by  flame — this  sea  lies  between  the  18th  and  20th  degrees 
cf  Wcj'l  longitude,)    taki;  the  trades,  increasing  as  you  advance  to  the  westward, 


with  delightful  weather.  I  pnrsucd  thai  course  with  tho  Java,  contrary  to  all  th« 
tracks  on  the  charts  aud  saihug  directory.  The  author*,  1  think,  know  vory  little 
what  they  hare  written  about. 

The  Java  made  from  the  Cape,   (notwithstanding  we  were  becalmed  near  tho 
•oast  six  days)  a  remarkably  quick  passage  to  St.  Thomas.  E.  P.  K. 


Captain  Weaver's  Letter. 

[Captain  Weaver  visited  the  Colony  in  April  last.] 

Washington,  Jan.  I,  1832. 
Sib: 

Nature  seems  to  have  ordained,  that  on  a  removal  from  a  temperate  clime  to  the 
torrid  zone  of  Africa,  in  order  to  become  acclimated,  it  is  necessary,  in  most  cases, 
to  pass  through  the  ordeal  of  fever.  The  friends  of  the  Colony  must  not  flinch  from 
the  question.  Investigation  will  render  that  ordeal  lighter.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  true 
assertion,  that  the  natives  of  that  part  of  the  coast  are  uncommonly  healthy — so  are 
the  acclimated  emigrants!  In  future,  when  emigrants  are  sent  there  from  the  in- 
terior of  this  country,  I  would  earnestly  recommend,  that  the  detention  on  tho 
seaboard,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Paul's  and  Montserado  rivers,  should  be  as  short 
as  possible.  By  transferring  them  measurably  beyond  the  atmosphere  of  the  Man- 
grove swamps  at  the  mouths  of  those  rivers,  I  have  no  doubt  their  health  will  be 
protected  in  the  ratio  that  the  change  of  situation  is  diminished.  It  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  strong  fact  in  defence  of  the  position  I  have  assumed,  that  of  the  emi- 
grants by  the  Volador,  nearly  cotemporaneous  with  the  Carolinian,  only  two  pa- 
tients were  lost.  If  such  was  the  diflFerent  success  in  the  recited  cases,  it  appear* 
to  me  more  just  to  attribute  the  misfortune  of  the  Carolinian's  people  to  other 
causes  than  to  the  fault  of  the  climate  of  Liberia  With  equal  justice,  might  the 
climate  of  Virginia  be  assailed,  from  the  first  settlement,  Jamestown,  having  pro- 
Ted  an  unhealthy  location. 

The  charge  of  unhealthiness  against  Liberia,  for  the  colored  races  cannot  be  sup- 
ported— it  is  the  birthplace  of  the  black  man,  to  which  his  constitution  is  peculiar- 
ly adapted;  and  though  estranged  for  a  time  from  his  native  clime,  nature  will  un- 
doubtedly triumphantly  resume  her  sway,  whenever  he  returns  to  the  land  of  his 
fathers — Africa  is  the  black  man's  home  physically.  Morally  he  should  aspire  for 
a  residence  within  her  boundaries.  He  is  there  the  Lord  of  the  soil — all  mankind 
are  there  his  equals — the  distinction  of  color  is  there  against  the  white  man;  for  in 
Africa  he  is  a  sort  of  "lusus  naturae,"  an  object  to  be  pointed  at  by  the  finger  of  cu- 
riosity, an  object  of  dread  for  his  power  and  of  hatred  for  his  avarice.  Sir,  I  Lave 
faith  in  the  success  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia — you  have  many  difiiculties  to  encoun- 
ter, but  they  are  not  insurmountable.  If  our  government  will  deign  to  foster  that 
Colony,  a  very  short  time  will  suflSoe,  to  render  it  of  great  importance  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  independent  of  home  considerations.  In  the  tobacco  trade 
we  can  have  no  rivals.  The  North  and  the  South  are  deeply  interested  in  the  pros- 
perity of  our  sable  Colony.  The  North  will  find  a  vent  for  her  surplus  manufac- 
tures, and  the  South  a  home  and  a  refuge  for  a  portion  of  its  population,  which 
every  good  citizen  must  wish  to  see  speedily  transferred  thither — I  mean  the  free 
colored  population  of  the  United  States.  The  cost  of  transportation  is  by  many  per- 
sons of  intelligence  deemed  an  insurmountable  barrier.  Avarice  brought  thera 
here!  Shall  we  make  the  painful  admission,  that  that  vice,  so  far  exceeds  tie 
scBibined  virtues  of  a  Christian  commuBity  as  to  render  its  deeds  irrevocable? 
No,  Sir;  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  American  people,  with  a  due  understandinj;  ef 
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&ie  oascj  and  of  fhc  maenituJe  of  the  object,  to  effect  imich  by  a  siimittaaeou? 
movement.  The  abolition  of  slavery  is  not  supposed.  I  am  fully  aware  of  its  pres- 
ent Ltapracticability — but  allow  rae  to  make  a  rough  calculation  as  to  the  feasibility 
o  removing  the  free  colored  people  of  the  twenty-four  States,  from  this  country  to 
Liberia— that  population  I  will  assume  at  300,000  souls,  requiring  600  ships  to  trans- 
port them,  men,  women  and  children — $^6000  is  a  sum  for  which  a  ship  competent 
to  the  voyage  can  be  chartered.  Thus  we  have  a  sum  of  ^3,600,000,  an  amount 
of  money  requisite  to  disburden  ourselves  and  found  a  Christian  empire  in  Africa. 
After  the  payment  of  the  National  debt,  to  what  more  hallowed  purpose,  and  more 
to  the  glory  of  the  United  States,  conld  a  surplus  revenue  be  applied?  Could 
that  object  be  effected,  gradual  emancipation  would  probably  follow,  in  the  States 
of  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  upon  condition  of  transplantation  in  Africa. 
The  corn-growing  States,  relieved  from  that  system  which  has  brought  their  pros- 
perity to  so  low  an  ebb,  we  would  again  see  them  rivalling  with  their  superior 
climate,  the  industry  and  productiveness  of  the  North. 

Each  individual  State,  I  have  shown,  is  interested  in  the  successful  colonizatioa 
of  Liberia.  If  their  combined  energies  could  be  brought  to  operate  with  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  how  much  longer  would  the  difficulty  under  which  we  labor,  b<s 
deemed  insurmountable.''  That  liberal  and  enlightened  views  on  this  question  are 
BOW  being  indulged  I  am  gratified  to  find,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  warmest  expec- 
tations of  the  friends  of  your  Society  may  be  fully  realized. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  &c.  &c. 

WILLIAM  A.  WEAVER^ 


Captain  Abels'  Letter. 

Washington,  Feb.  10,  1832. 
tiear  Sir:  Having  just  arrived  in  the  United  States  from  the  Colony  of  Liberia,, 
to  which  place  I  went  as  master  of  the  Schooner  Margaret  Mercer,  and  where  1  re- 
mained thirteen  days,  during  which  time  I  was  daily  on  shore,  and  carefully  ob 
served  the  state  of  affairs,  and  inquired  into  the  condition  of  the  people,  1  venture 
to  state  some  facts  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  and  prospects  of  the  Colony.  On 
the  14th  December  I  arrived,  and  on  the  15th  went  on  shore,  and  was  received  in 
the  most  polite  and  friendly  manner  by  the  Governor,  Dr.  Mechlin,  who  introduced 
me  to  the  ministers  and  principal  inhabitants.  All  the  Colonists  appeared  to  be  in 
good  health.  All  my  expectations  in  regard  to  the  aspect  of  things,  the  health., 
harmony,  order,  contentment,  industry,  and  general  prosperity  of  the  settlers,  were 
more  than  realized.  There  are  about  two  hundred  buildings  in  the  town  of  Mon- 
rovia, extending  along  the  Cape  Montserado,  not  far  from  a  mile  and  a  quarter. — 
Most  of  these  are  good  substantial  houses  and  stores,  (the  first  story  of  many  of 
them  being  of  stone,)  and  some  of  them  handsome,,  spacious,  painted,  and  with  Ve- 
nitian  blinds.  Nothing  struck  me  as  more  remarkable  than  the  great  superiority,  in 
intelligence,  manners,  conversation,  dress,  aud  general  appearance  in  every  respect, 
of  the  people  over  their  colored  brethren  in  America.  So  much  was  I  pleased  with 
what  I  saw,  that  I  observed  to  the  people,  should  I  makfi  a  true  report,  it  would 
hardly  be  credited  in  the  United  States.  Among  all  that  I  conversed  with,  /  did 
nci  find  a  discontented  person,  or  hear  one  express  a  desire  to  return  to  America,  I 
saw  no  intemperance,  uor  did  I  hear  a  profane  word  uttered  by  any  one.  Being  a 
Minister  of  the  Gospel,  on  Christmas  day  I  preached  both  in  the  Methodist  and 
Baptist  Church,  to  fall  and  attentive  congregations  of  from  three  to  four  hundred 
persons  in  each.  I  kaow  of  no  place  where  the  Sabbath  appean  to  be  more  rcspcctod 
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than  m  Monrovia.  1  was  gkd  to  sec  that  the  Coloiual  Agent  or  Governor  is  a  con- 
stant attendant  on  Divine  service,  and  appears  desirous  of  promoting  the  moral  and 
religious  welfare  of  the  people.  Most  of  the  settlers  appear  to  be  rapidly  acquiring 
property;  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  arc  doing  better  for  themselves  and  their  children 
in  Liberia,  than  they  could  do  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  Could  the  free  people  of 
color  in  this  country  but  see  the  real  condition  of  their  brethren  who  have  settled  in 
Africa,  I  am  persuaded  they  would  require  no  other  motive  to  induce  them  to  emi* 
grate.     This  it  my  decided  and  deliberate  judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

WILLIAM  ABELS. 
P    S.     1  have  several  times  dined  with  the  Colonists,  and  I  think  no  better  tables 
could  be  set  in  any  part  of  the  world.      We  had  every  thing  that  heart  could  de- 
sire, of  meats,  and  fish,  and  fowls,  and  vegetables,  and  wines,  &c.  &c. 


(     B.     ) 

Office  (if  the  .Imerican  Colon'tzation  Scctely, 
Washington,  Mat  18,  1826. 

At  a  special  meeting-  of  tlie  Boanl  of  Manag-ers  of  the  American  Colo- 
nization Society,  the  dig^est  of  the  laws  and  the  plan  of  civil  government 
for  Liberia,  as  adopted  by  the  agents  of  this  Society,  having  been  read 
and  considered,  it  was,  on    motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers,  considering  the  satisfactory  in- 
formation afforded  by  recent  accounts  from  the  Colony,  of  tlie  successful 
operation  of  the  plan  of  the  civil  government  thereof,  as  established  by 
Iheir  Agents  in  August  last,  and  seeing  therein  reason  to  re-consider  their 
instructions  to  the  Agent  of  the  29th  of  December,  1824,  now  approve 
of  the  principles  in  that  form  of  government,  and  give  their  sanction  to 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  digest  of  the  laws  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to 
examine  the  same,  and  compare  them  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
1820,  and  report  to  the  next  stated  meeting. 


Washington,  Mat  23,  1825. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  this  day,  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  meeting,  presented  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Board,  having  considered  the  digest  of  the  laws  now 
in  force  in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  dated  August  19,  1824,  as  prepared  by 
the  Agent,  do  approve  the  same,  and  declare  the  same  to  be,  under  the 
Constitution,  the  law  of  the  Colony,  adding  thereto  the  following:  In 
case  of  failure  to  find  recognizance  for  good  behaviour,  when  required, 
the  person  so  failing  shall  be  subjected  to  such  labor  on  the  public  works, 
or  other  penalty  as  the  Agent  shall  prescribe,  until  he  bhall  find  recogni. 
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zance,    or  the   object  for  which  it   was  required  of  him  s-hall  have   hesn 
answered. 

In  all  cases  of  banishment,  where  the  banished  person  has  no  heir  in 
the  Colon)',  the  land  held  by  him  shall  revert  to  the  Colony. 

Mesoloed,  That  this  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  Colony,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  annul  or  impair  any  reg-ulations  which  the  Agent,  under  his 
constitutional  authority,  may  have  seen  fit  to  establish  subsequent  to  the 
above  date  of  August  19,  1824. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Resident  Agent  cause  to  be  printed  two  thousand- 
copies  of  the  Constitution,  government,  and  laws,  of  the  Colony  of  Libe- 
ria, as  established  by  tills  Board  at    Washington,  23d  May,  1S25. 

JAMES  LAUUIE,  Ading  Presidents 
K.  K.  GvBLEX,  Residsnt  Agent. 


CONSTITUTION 

For  fJie  government  of  the  African  Colony  at  Liberia. 

Article  I.  All  persotvs  born  within  the  limiSs  of  the  Territory  held  bj" 
fhe  American  Colonization  Society,  in  Liberia,  in  Afiica,  or  removing 
there  to  reside,  shall  be  fete,  and  entitled  to  all  such  rights  and  privileges^ 
as  are  enjoyed  by  tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Article  11.  The  Colonization  Society  shall,  from  time  to  time,  make 
such  rules  as  Ihey  may  tliink  fit  for  the  government  of  the  settlement^ 
until  they  shall  withdraw  their  Agents  and  leave  the  settlers  to  the  gov» 
ernment  of  themselves. 

Article  III.  The  Socrety's  Agents  shall  compose  a  Board,  to  determine 
all  questions  relative  to  tlie  government  of  tlie  settlement,  shall  decide 
all  disputes  between  individuals,  and  shall  exercise  all  judicial  powers, 
except  such  as  they  shall  delegate  to   Justices  of  tlie  Peace. 

Article  IV.  The  Agents  sliall  appoint  all  officers  not  appointed  by  the 
Managers,  necessary  for  the  good  order  and  government  for  the  settle- 
ment. 

Article  V.  There  shall  be  no  slavery  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VI.  The  common  law,  as  in  force  and  modified  in  the  United 
States,  and  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the  People,  shall  be  in  force  in 
the  settlement. 

Article  VII.  Every  settler  coming  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
those  now  of  age,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  this  Con- 
stitution. 

Article  VIII.  In  cases  of  necessity,  where  no  rule  has  been  made  by 
the  Board  of  Managers^  the  Agents  are  authorized  to  make  the  necessary 
rules  and  regulation9,  of  which  they  shall,  by  the   first  opportunity,  in- 
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form  Uie  Uuaru  or  their  u])proi;alioii;  ami  iliey  sliaW  corrtinue  in  force, 
until  tlie   Board  sliall  seiul  out  tlieir  decision  upon  tliein. 

AiiiicLu  IX.  This  constitiilion  is  not  to  interfere  with  tlie  jurisdiction, 
rights,  and  claims,  of  the  Agents  of  the  Unite*'  States,  over  the  captured 
Africans  and  others,  under  tiieir  care  and  control,  so  long  as  they  shaJl 
reside  witliin  the  limits  of  the  settlement. 

Article  X.  No  alteration  shall  he  made  in  this  Constitution,  except  by 
an  unanimous  consent  of  all  present,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
'Manag'ers,  or  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  two  suc- 
cessive meetings  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


The  Board  received  from  the  Colonial  Ag'ent,  Mr.  Ashmnn,  early  in  last 
•year,  a  plan  of  Government,  exhibiting  several  deviations  from  the  form 
sketched  in  1824,  but  in  its  principles  the  same  These  deviations  Mr.  Ash- 
man remarks, "have  g-rown  gradual!}'  out  of  the  altered  and  improving  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  are  neither  the  offspring  of  a  rash  spirit  of  exj)eriment, 
nor  have  tliey  been  made  witliout  evident  necessity."  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  Octuber  22d,  1828,  it  was  determined  to  consider 
the  revised  Constitution  or  form  of  Government,  submitted  by  Mr.  Ash- 
mun,  and  after  due  deliberation,  it  was 

Hesolved,  That  the  Constitution  as  modified  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  Mr. 
Aslimun,  and  as  now  in  operation,  be  Iiereby  adopted. 

PLAN  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT   FOR  THE  COLONY  OF  LIBERIA. 

The  necessity  of  a  mild,  just,  and  efficient  civil  Government,  for  the 
•preservatioii  of  individunl  and  political  riglits  among  any  people,  and  the 
advancement  of  true  prosperity,  induces  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  to  adopt,  after  mature  consideration,  the 
Yollowing  system  of  Government,  for  the  proper  i-egulation  of  public  af- 
fairs in  the  Colony  of  Liberia. 

Article  I.  The  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  resident 
in  the  (Joiony,  possesses  within  the  same,  sovereign  power,  subject  oidv 
to  the  Constitution,  the  cliartered  riglits  of  the  citizens,  and  the  decisions 
of  the  Board. 

Article  II.  AM  male  colored  people,  who  have  subscribed  the  oath  to 
-support  the  Constitution,  and  drawn,  and  not  forfeited  lands  in  the  Colo- 
ny, shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for,  and  be  eligible  to  the  civil  offices  of  the 
Colony. 

Article  III.  The  Civil  Officers  of  the  Colony  shall  be  appointed  an- 
iiually:  and  the  polls  for  the  general  annual  election  cf  the  IJolony,  shall 
be  opened  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  August,  and  continue  open  not  more 
than  three,  nor  less  than  two  successive  days,  in  tlie.different  Settlements. 
Slections  shall  be  organized  by  the  Sheriff,  by  the  appointment  in  each 
Settlement,  of  a  President,   tv/o  Judges,  and  two  Clerks. 
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\JiritLT.  IV.  The  Colonial  Officers  eiig-ible  by  the  annual  suffrag-e  of 
the  freeliolders,  in  winch  the  Ag'ent  has  llie  right  to  interpose  his  nega- 
tive, asaig-ning  to  the  voters  in  time  to  renew  tlie  choice  at  the  same  elec- 
tion, his  reason  for  such  interposition,  are  Jor  the  Colony,  a  Vice-Agent, 
two  Counsellors,  a  High  Sheriff,  a  Register,  and  a  Treasurer:  and  for 
each  of  the  settlements  consisting  of  not  less  than  sixty  families,  two 
Commissioners  of  Agriculture,  two  Commissioners  to  form  a  Board  of 
Health,  and  two  Censors. 

•.Article  V.  The  Vice-Agent  sliall  be  admitted  to  the  counsil  of  the 
Agent  in  all  important  matters;  and  shall  express  an  opinion  on  all  ques- 
tions su^Dmitted  to  his  consideration.  He  shall  aid  the  Agent  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  various  duties,  and  in  the  support  and  execution  of  the  laws; 
and  in  the  event  of  the  Agent's  absence,  or  sickness,  the  Vice-Agent 
shall  become  the  General  Superintendent  of  Public  Affairs. 

Ahticle  VI.  The  Vice-Agent  with  two  Counsellors,  shall  constitute  a 
council;  who  shall  meet  when  questioned  by  the  Agent,  to  deliberate  on 
the  interests  of  the  Colany,  and  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  their  secu- 
rity and  advancement. 

The  Vice-Agent  shall  also  advise  with  tlie  other  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, on  any  subjects  connected  with  the  genei'al  welfare,  as  often  as  he 
shall  think  it  proper;  and  report  the  result  to  the  Agent  if  proper,  or  act 
upon  the  same,  in  case  of  his  absence. 

AnxiCLE  Vil.  The  duty  of  the  Counsellors  shall  be,  to  aid  the  Agent, 
or  Vice-Agent,  with  their  advice  and  counsel,  on  subjects  relating  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  Colony,  whenever  thereto  requested  by  either. 
_  Ahticlk  VIH.  The  High  Sheriff  shall,  either  by  himself  or  his  depu- 
ties, aid  in  the  organization  of  elections;  act  as  Marshal  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Colony,  execute  all  processes,  judgments,  and  commands 
of  tlie  Court  of  Sessions,  and  perform,  generally,  the  services  required  of 
the  same  OfHcer,  by  the  common  laws  of  England  and  the  United  States. 
AnTiciE  IX.  The  Secretary  of  the  Colony  shall  take  charge  of,  and 
carefully  keep  all  the  papers,  records,  and  archives  of  the  Colony,  gene- 
rally; shall  attend  and  exactly  record  the  doings  of  the  Agent  in  Council; 
shall  publish  all  the  ordinances,  and  legal  enactments  of  the  Government; 
publish  Government  notices;  issue  the  Agent's  orders,  civil,  military,  and 
judicial,  to  the  proper  functionaries;  deliver  a  fair  copy  of  Government 
papers  necessary  to  be  recorded  to  the  Register  of  the  Colony;  and  man- 
age its  internal  correspondence  on  the  part,  and  under  the  directions  of 
the  Agent. 

AnricLE  X.  The  Register  shall  record  all  documents  and  instruments 
relating  to  the  security,  and  title  of  public  or  individual  property; 
Government  grants;  patents;  licences;  contracts  and  commissions;  and  all 
other  papers  which  are  properly  a  matter  of  record,  and  to  which  the 
Government  of  the  Colony  shall  be  a  party. 
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Every  volume  of  records  when  completed,  shall  be  delivered  by  th* 
Iteg-ister,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  for  preservatidn,  among-  the 
archives  of  the  Colony. 

AnxrcLE  XL  The  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  shall  receive  and  safely 
keep  all  the  monies,  and  public  securities  required  by  law,  or  the  judg-- 
ment  of  courts,  to  be  deposited  in  the  public  Treasury,  and  shall  deliver 
up,  and  pay  over  the  same,  only  by  a  requisition  signed  by  the  Agent,  or 
Vice- Agent  of  the  Colony;  to  whom  he  shall  render  a  statement  of  the 
public  finances  on  the  Monday  preceding  the  annual  election  of  the  Co- 
lony. 

Article  XII,  The  Commissioners  of  Agriculture  shall  report,  and 
serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the 
Agriculture  of  the  Colony. 

The  Commissioners  composing  the  Board  of  Health,  shall  report,  and 
serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects  relating  to  tlie 
health  of  the  Colony;  shall  ascertain  the  proper  objects  of  medical  atten- 
tion; report  nuisances  prejudicial  to  the  public  health,  direct  tlieir  re- 
moval; and  make  themseh  es  generally  active  in  diminishing  the  suffer- 
ings a-id  dangers  of  the  settlers  caused  by  sickness. 

Each  of  these  Committees  shall  record,  for  the  future  use  of  the  Colo- 
ny all  important  observations  and  facts  relating  to  the  subjects  of  their 
charge. 

Article  XIIF.  The  two  Censors  shall  act  as  conservators  of  the  pub- 
lic morals,  and  promoters  of  the  public  industry;  and  be  obliged  to  all  the 
duties,  and  invested  with  all  the  legal  powers,  on  whatever  relates  to  the 
public  morals  and  industry,  which  are  lawfully  required  of,  and  possessed 
by  grand  jurors,  in  sucli  parts  of  the  United  States  as  recognize  such 
auxiliaries  to  their  magistracy. 

It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  these  officers  to  ascertain  in  what  way 
every  person,  in  their  proper  districts,  acquires  a  livelihood;  to  report 
or  present  idlers;  detect  vicious  or  suspected  practices;  and  present  for 
legal  investigation  and  cure,  every  actual  or  probable  evil,  growing  out 
of  ilie  immoralities,  either  of  a  portion  of  the  community,  or  of  individuals. 

Article  XI V.  The  Judiciary  of  the  Colony  shall  consist  of  the  Agent 
and  a  competent  number  of  Justices  of  the  peace,  created  by  his  appoint- 
ment. The  Justices  shall  have  cognizance  of  all  cases  affecting  the 
peace,  and  of  all  crimi;aal  cases  within  the  definition  of  pelit  larceny,  and 
all  actions  of  debt  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars.  In  the  court  of  Month- 
ly Sessions,  whether  acting  as  a  court  of  law,  or  a  court  of  equity,  the 
Agent  or  Vice-Agent  siiall  preside,  and  the  Justices  be  his  associates. 

The  court  of  Monthly  Sessions  shall  have  original  Jurisdiction  in  all 
actions  of  debt,  in  which  the  amount  in  litigation  shall  exceed  twenty 
dollars:  :ind  in  crimiii.-J  causes  above  the  degree  of  petit  larceny;  and  s'uiU 
have  appe!iat<;  j  irisd-ction  in  all  civil  causes  whatsoever. 
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The  requisite  number  oi  CoastabSes  far  the  Goiorif  shall  be  appoi.ited 
by  tlie  Agent  annually- 

A  Cleric  and  a  Crier  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  shall  also  be  aj)pointecl  by 
the  said  Court,  annually. 

An  Auctioneer,  who  shall  conduct  all  auction  sales  except  those  of  the 
Sheriff  and  Constables,  in  pursuance  of  the  judi^ment  of  the  Courts  of 
the  Colony,  shall  also  be  created  by  annua!  appointment  of  the  Agent. 

A  Store  Keeper,  Librarian,  Couimissary  of  Ordnance,  t-o  be  appointed 
by  the  Agent,  shall  be  I'espected  and  obeyed  in  matters  belonging  to 
their  respective  functions,  as  officers  of  the  Colony. 

Instructors  in  all  public  schools  having  the  sanction  of  a  public  charter, 
or  participating  iii  any  degree  in  tlie  pviblic  funds,  shall  be  appointed  and 
employed  by  the  regular  school  committees  of  the  Colony,  but  with  the 
Agent's  approbation  and  concurrence. 

All  Custom,  Port,  Infirmary,  Medical,  Guard  and  Pohce  officers,  not 
appointed  by  the  Managers  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and  whose  ser- 
vices are  required  and  defined  tiy  the  laws  of  the  Colony,  together  with 
the  public  Measurers,  Inspectors,  and  Appraisers,  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Agent  of  the  Colony. 

AuTicLE  XV.  The  Militia  of  the  Colon)',  shall  consist  wholly  of  such 
•uniformed  Volunteer  Corps  as  siiall  obtain  charters  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Colony;  of  which  charters,  the  following  shall  be  fundamen- 
tal articles: 

1st.  Tliat  the  Corps  shall  always  comply  with  any  requisitions  for 
their  services,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  made  by  the  executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  Colony. 

2nd.  That  the  Corps  shall  ever  preserve  and  hold  themselves  and  their 
arms  and  equipments  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  actual  service,  at  the 
shortest  notice. 

ord.     Tliat  the  Officers  be  commissioned  by  the  Agent;  and 
4tli1y.     That  they  shall  muster,  parade,   and  serve  in   the  line  of  the 
Colony,  under  general  Officers,  when  thereto  required  by  the  execuli\e 
Government. 

General  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent;  and  when  especial 
reasons  do  not  forbid,  shull  be  taken  from  the  Officers  of  the  several 
Corps,  and  promoted  according  to  rank,  and  the  seniority  of  their  com- 
missions. 

Ail  Military  Officers   and  delinquencies,  shall    be   tried  by  a   General 
Court  ^3artial,  to  be   composed,  except  the   officers   and    Guards  of  the 
Court,  of  Commissioned  Officers;  and  to  sit  quarterly. 
A   correct  copy. 

J.   ASM.MUN. 

[For  a  digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  Colony,  see  the  Appendix  of  th« 
Twelfth  Report,  pag-e  53.] 


(    c.    ) 

Exlraclsfroin  a  Pamphltt,  entitled  "ReJJeclions  en  the  causes  which 
led  to  the  formation  of  the  Colonization  Society,  with  their  prob- 
able results."     By  Matthew  Carey,  Esq. 

Increase  of  the  coloured  population. 

South  Carolina  is  the  State  which  is  more  particularly  interested  in  the  sac- 
cess  of  the  Colonization  Society  than  any  other  State  in,  the  Union,  except  per- 
haps Louisiana — as  these  are  the  only  two  States  in  which  the  slave  population  ex- 
ceuds  the  whites — and  the  increase  of  the  former  has  been  in  a  considerably  grcat- 
«r  ratio  than  that  of  the  whites. 

In  1790,  the  number  of  slaves  in  South  Carolina  was  -         131,181 

the  slaves, 107,094 

In  1S30,  the  whites, 257,873 

the  slaves, 315,565 

Thus  it  appears  that  while  the  slaves  nearly  trebled  their  numbers  in  forty 
years,  the  whites  were  only  doubled. 

The  relative  situation  of  the  whites  and  the  blacks,  East  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  iu 
Virginia,  in  1790  and  1S30,  as  stated  in  a  memorial  lately  presented  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  that  State,  places  the  subject  in  a  strikingpoint  of  view.  By  this  statement, 
it  appears  that  the  blacks  have  in  forty  years  gained  on  the  whites  not  less  than 
106,176,  being  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  present  number  of  whites  in  that  section  of 
country!  To  render  this  result  still  more  appalling,  it  is  to  be  observed,,  that,  du- 
ring this  period,  the  shijiaient  of  slaves,  fi-om  tliat  portion  of  Virginia,  to  the  more 
southern  States,  had  been  carried  to  an  enormous  extent. 
By  the  census  of  1790,  there  were  whites — 

East  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  -  .  -  .  .        314,523 

There  were  of  blacks,  .....         289,425 

Majority  of  whites,    -  -  .  .  .  25,093 

In  1800,  there  were  blacks,     .  -  -  -  .         339,-393 

there  were  whites,  .....         336,289 

Majority  of  blacks,    .  -  -  -  .  3,104 

In  1810,  there  were  blacks,     .....         386,942 
there  were  whites,  .  .  -  .  .         333,553 

Majority  of  blacks,     .  -  -  .  4.5,389 

In  1820,  there  were  blacks,     .  -  -  -  .        413,923 

there  were  whites,  .  -  -  -  .         348,873 

Majority  of  blacks,     -  -  -  -  .  65,055 

In  1830,  there  were  blacks,     .....         457,013 
there  were  whites,    .....         375,935 

Majority  of  blacks,     .....  81,078 

The  following  tabic  exhibits  the  increase  of  the  free  coloured  people  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  year  1790  to  the  present  time: 

In  1790,        50,431 In  1820,        233,530 

1800,      110,073 1830,        319,467 

1810,       138,465 

The  number  of  slaves. 

In  1790,       697,697 In  1830,     2,010.557 

Beiii^a  multiplication  almost  three-ibW. 
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The  disparity  of  increase  of  Ihe  white  a:id  colored  pop^iiation,  in  tiic  fnc  original 
slave  States,  deserves  attention. 


1790. 

1830.               1 

Whiles.  )   Slaves. 

Whites. 

Slaves. 
102,878 
469,724 
246,462 
315,665 
217,470 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 

20S,649 
442,117 
283,204 
130,181 
52,986 

103,030 
292,627 
100,572 
107,091 
29,264 

291,093 
694,327 
474,433 
257,878 
296,614 

1,122.137|    633,590l 

2,012,457 

1,352,199 

It  thus  appears,  that  the  whites,  in  40  years,  increased  but  about  seventy-nine 
per  cent.;  while  the  slaves  increased  one  hundred  and  twelve.  In  NortTi  Carolina; 
the  whites  increased  but  sixty -four  per  cent.;  while  the  slaves  increased  one  hun- 
dred and  forty- five.  The  number  of  slaves  in  Marj' land  has  decreased,  partly  by 
manumissions,  and  partly  by  the  shipment  of  slaves  to  the  more  Southern  States, 
both  of  which  have  taken  place  in  that  State  on  a  large  scale.  The  free  coloured 
population  of  that  State,  in  1790,  was  only  8,042,  whereas,  in  1830,  it  was  52,942- 
It  is  important  to  ascertain  the  increase  of  the  coloured  population,  generally. 
The  total  number  of  coloured  people,  free  and  slaves,  in  ihe  United  States 


In  1790  was 
1800 
1810 
1820 
1830 


757,178 
1,006.921 
1,377  780 
1,771,653 
2,330,039 


It  is  well  worth  serious  consideration,  what  will  probably  be  the  extent  of  this 
population,  in  forty  years,  at  the  same  riitio  of  increase  as  took  place  in  the  last  ten 
3'ears. 

In  1840  .         .         .         • 3,045,504 

4.111,430 

6,549,435 

-         -  7,491,737 


1850 
1860 
1870 


This  is  no  fanciful  calculation,  the  sport  of  a  lively  imagination.  It  is  grounded 
On  the  actual  ratio  of  increase  that  took  place  from  the  census  of  1820  to  that  of 
of  1830,  viz:  35  per  cent. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  subject  in  this  point  of  view,  without  the  most 
serious  alarm,  and  a  thorough  conviction  that  it  is  of  paramount  importance,  and 
that  there  is  an  imperious  necessity  of  making  an  effort  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the 
dangers  with  which  it  is  pregnant. 

Various  statements  have  been  given  of  the  expense  of  the  passage  of  emigrants  to 
Liberia — 16,  20,  and  26  dollars — 12  or  13  dollars  for  their  maintenance  at  Monrovia 
for  a  year — children  from  10  to  12  years  of  age  are  taken  at  half  price — and  below 
two  years,  free  of  charge.  There  has  hitherto  been  consrderable  disadvantage 
from  the  size  of  many  of  the  vessels,  and  the  small  number  of  emigrants  that  went 
in  some  of  them.  It  is  believed,  if  the  business  were  carried  on,  upon  a  scale  com- 
mensurate with  its  importance,  and  in  vessels  of  an  improved  construction,  that 
the  passage  might  be  reduced  to  15  dollars;  and  that  the  expense  of  maintaining 
emigrants  at  Liberia  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  Colo- 
ny, by  which  those  who  are  able  to  work,  may  procure  employment  at  once,  and 
thus  support  themselves.  I  have  recently  seen  a  statement  by  which  it  appears 
that  of  the  whole  number  of  emigrants  who  arrived  in  one  vessel,  only  seven  were 
unemployed  in  ten  or  twelve  days.     Moreover,  as  the  benefits  of  the  plan  to  the 
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rtnigraiils  become  more  generally  known,  it  is  Aiirly  presuii;able  that  numbers 
of  the  coluurjd  people,  who  haire  means,  will  emigrate  at  their  own  expense;  and 
that  insny  bencTolent  citizens  will,  as  has  already  been  done  in  various  instances, 
defray  the  passage  of  their  slaves.  All  these  cirenmsfanocs  will  tend  to  diminish 
the  public  burdens.  Taking  these  considerations  into  v".:;w,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that,  to  average  the  whole,  young  and  old,  at  25  dollars,  cannot  be  far  from  the 
truth. 

The  increase  is  about  3  1-2  per  cent,  per  annum.  On  the  present  population  it  is 
equal  to  about  75  or  80,000,  annually.  If  it  were  intended  to  keep  this  population 
to  its  present  standard,  it  would  require  §2,000,000  annually.  But  we  will  con- 
fine ourselves  to  an  emigration  of  50,000,  which  would  require  $1,200,000;  or  even 
25,000,  which  would  require  about  $600,000.  Any  of  these  emigrations  would 
greatly  mitigate  the  public  danger.  The  suras  arc  large,  and  would  require  con- 
siderable sacrifices.  But  was  any  great  object  ever  attained  without  great  sacrifi- 
ces.' We  were  able,  in  a  comparatively  feeble  state,  to  raise  §100,000,000  in  « 
year  and  a  half,  for  the  support  of  a  war,  and  our  revenue  has  for  years  been 
from  23  to  27,000,000  of  dollars.  The  direct  tax  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the 
year  1315  was  §730, 95S,  and  of  "Virginia  §738,036,  which  was  paid  without  any 
oppression  of  the  citizens  of  either.  And  surely  with  an  overflowing  treasury,  if 
reason  and  common  sense  have  fair  play,  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  procmre  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  if  such  an  amendment  be  necessary,  which  is 
much  doubted  b}'^  many  of  our  citizens,  authorising  the  appropriation  of  a  sum  ne- 
cessary for  this  purpose,  to  be  ratified,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution, 
by  three-fourths  of  the  States.  And  never  did  a  nation  appropriate  money  for  a 
more  valuable  purpose. 

There  are  twelve  non-slave-holding  States.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  these 
would  ratify  such  an  amendment;  and  from  the  prevalence  of  the  conviction  in  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  of  the  dangers  that  menace  the  country  from 
this  source,  their  immediate  concurrence  might  be  calculated  on,  and  the  consent 
of  one  more  would  probably  be  had  in  a  year  or  two,  as  the  subject  came  to  be  more 
fully  discussed,  and  of  consequence  better  understood. 


.  Manumissions. 

Among  the  most  promising  and  encouraging  circumstances  attending  the  career  of 
this  Society,  are  the  numerous  manumissions  that  have  taken  place  in  almost  all 
the  slave  States,  with  the  express  condition  of  the  freed  men  being  sent  to  Liberia, 

These  manumissions  have  occurred  on  a  scale  that  the  most  sanguine  friends 
of  the  scheme  could  not  have  anticipated.  Entire  families  have  been  blest  with 
their  freedom,  from  the  most  pure  motives,  a  conviction  of  the  injustice  and  im- 
morality of  slavery — and  in  many  cases,  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  the 
expense  of  their  passage,  and  in  some  for  their  support  in  Liberia.  They  have 
been  thus  released  from  the  debasement  and  degradation  of  slavery,  and  sent  to 
the  land  of  their  fathers,  to  partake  of  all  the  happiness  that  freedom  and  the 
.certainty  of  enjoying  all  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  can  inspire. 

It  would  be  endless  to  enumerate  the  cases  of  this  kind  that  have  occurred. — 
Some  of  them  must  be  recorded,  that  the  acts,  and  the  names  of  the  parties,  where 
known,  may  have  the  applause  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and,  what  is  of  more 
consequence,  that  they  may  servo  as  stimuli  toothers  to  follow  the  noble  example. 
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A  lady  near  Charlestowu,  Va.  liberated  all  her  slaves,  ten  in  number,  to  be 
sent  to  Liberia,  and  moreover  purchased  two  whose  families  were  among  her 
slaves.     For  the  one  she  gave  $'450,  and  for  the  other  §350. 

The  late  Wm.  H.  Fitzhugh  boqucathed  their  freedom  to  all  his  slaves,  after  a 
Certain  fixed  period,  and  ordered  that  their  expenses  should  be  paid  to  whatsoev- 
or  place  they  should  think  proper  to  go.  And,  "as  au  encouragement  to  them  to 
emigrate  to  the  American  Colony  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  where,"  adds  the  will, 
"I  believe  their  happiness  will  be  more  permanently  secured,  I  desire  not  only 
Ihilt  the  expenses  of  their  emigration  be  paid,  but  that  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  shall 
be  paid  to  each  one  so  emigrating  on  his  or  her  arrival  in  Africa." 

David  Shriver,  of  Frederick  co.  Maryland,  ordered  by  his  will,  that  all  his 
slaves,  thirty  in  number,  should  be  emancipated,  and  that  proper  provision  should 
be  made  for  the  comfortable  support  of  the  infirm  and  aged,  and  for  the  instruction 
of  the  young  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  in  some  art  or  trade  by  which 
tkey  might  acquire  the  means  of  support. 

Col.  Smith,  an  old  revolutionary  officer,  of  Sussex  co.  Va.  ordered  in  his  will, 
that  all  his  slaves,  seventy  or  eighty  in  number,  should  be  emancipated,  and  be- 
queathed upwards  of  $5000  to  defray  the  expense  of  transporting  them  to  Liberia. 

Patsey  Morris,  of  Louisa  co.  Va.  directed  by  will,  that  all  her  slaves,  sixteen  in 
number,  should  be  emancipated,  and  left  $500  to  fit  them  out,  and  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  their  passage. 

The  schooner  Randolph,  which  sailed  from  Georgetown,  S.  C.  had  on  board  26 
elavcs  liberated  by  a  benevolent  individual  near  Cheraw. 

Of  105  emigrants  who  sailed  iu  the  brig  Doris  from  Baltimore  and  Norfolk,  62 
Were  emancipated  on  condition  of  being  conveyed  to  Liberia. 

Sampson  David,  late  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  provided  by  will 
that  all  his  slaves,  22  in  number,  who  are  mostly  young,  should  be  liberated  in 
1840,  or  sooner,  at  his  wife's  decease,  if  she  died  before  that  period. 

Herbert  B.  Elder,  of  Petersburg,  Va.  bequeathed  their  freedom  to  all  his  slaves, 
twenty  in  number,  with  directions  that  they  should  be  conveyed  to  Liberia,  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

A  gentleman  (the  late  Dr.  Bradley)  in  Georgia  has  recently  left  49  slaves  free 
on  condition  of  their  removal  to  Liberia. 

In  this,  I  had  almost  said  Divine  work  of  benevolence,  the  Society  of  Friends,  as 
in  many  other  cases,  have  nobly  distinguished  themselves,  and  assumed  a  promi- 
nent attitude.  They  have,  in  North  Carolina,  liberated  no  less  than  652  slaves, 
whom  they  had  under  their  care,  besides,  as  says  my  authority,  an  unknown  num- 
ber of  children,  husbands  and  wives,  tha»t  were  connected  with  them  by  consanguin- 
ity. In  the  performance  of  these  acts  of  benevolence,  they  expended  $12,769. — 
They  had  remaining  under  their  care,  in  Dec.  1830,  402  slaves,  for  whom  the  same 
arrangements  were  to  be  made. — African  Repository,  Dec.  1830,  page  319. 

It  holds  out  every  encouragement  to  the  Colonization  Society,  that  the  applica- 
tions for  the  transportation  of  free  negroes  and  slaves  proposed  to  be  emancipated 
on  condition  of  removal  to  Liberia,  far  exceed  its  means.  There  arc  in  North 
Carolina  and  the  adjacent  States,  from  three  to  four  thousand  of  both  descriptions, 
ready  to  embark,  were  the  Society  in  a  situation  to  send  them  away. 

[In  addition  to  these  instances  mentioned  by  Mr.  Carey,  several 
others  might  be  added,  particularly  that  of  Richard  Bibb,  Esq. 
of  Kentucky,  who  proposes  to  send  sixty  slaves  to  Liberia— ^tw© 
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gentlemen  in  Missouii,  who  desire  to  send  eleven  slaves — a  lady 
in  Kentucky  oflers  40 — the  Rev.  John  C.  Burress,  of  Alabama, 
who  intends  preparing  all  his  slaves  lor  colonization — the  Rev. 
William  L.  Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky,  raannnriitted  11  slaves, 
which  sailed  a  few  weeks  ago  from  New  Orleans — the  Rev.  Wra. 
Jones,  and  Dr.  Stephen  Jones,  of  Kentucky,  have  also  tendered  to 
the  Society,  all  their  slaves,  amounting  to  38  in  number — and  be- 
sides these,  the  Society  has  received  information  that  many  others 
are  looking  to  Liberia  as  the  ultimate  asylum  of  those  slaves 
whose  interests  are  dear  to  them,  and  for  whose  benefit  they  are 
willing  to  make  almost  any  pecuniary  sacrifice.] 


The  declarations  of  Legislatures  and  other  assembled  bodies  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Colonization  Scheme. 

The  Colonization  Society  has,  by  perseverance  and  by  the  intrinsic  merit  of  it» 
ricws,  at  length  "won  golden  opinions"  from  the  greater  part  of  the  nation.  The 
Legislatures  of  thirteen  States,  New-Hampshire,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New-Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Marj  land,  Virginia,  Georgia,  Tennessee,  Kentucky, 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  have  passed  resolutions  approving  of  the  object  of  the  Society, 
and  recommending  the  system  of  foreign  colonization.  Eleven  of  (hose  States  hare 
instructed  their  Senators,  and  requested  their  Representatives  in  Congress  to  pro- 
mote, in  the  general  government,  measures  for  removing  such  frcf  persons  of  colour 
as  arc  desirous  of  emigrating  to  Africa.  And  nearly  all  the  ecclesiastical  bodies  in  the 
United  States  have,  by  resolution?,  firmly  expressed  their  opinion,  that  the  Society 
merits  the  consideration  and  favour  of  the  whole  christian  community,  and  earnest- 
ly recommended  it  to  their  patronage. 


Commerce  and  Prodi/clions. 

The  commerce  of  Liberia,  as  yet  in  its  infiincy,  is  respectable,  and  increasing  aa- 
siually.  The  exports  are  rice,  palm  oil,  ivory,  tortoise  shell,  dye  wood,  gold, 
hides,  wax  and  coffee.  Coffee  and  cotton  grow  spontaneously.  Indigo  and  the 
sugar  cane  succeed,  and  will  be  cultivated  to  advantage.  Camwood  is  abundant, 
and  raahogany  grows  at  the  Cape.  The  timber  of  Liberia  is  various  and  durable, 
and  well  adapted  to  building.  The  imports  consist  of  an  assortment  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  Europe,  the  West  Indies,  and  America.  The  port  of  Monrovia  is  sel- 
dom clear  of  European  and  American  vessels,  loading  or  unloading. 

A  trading  company  has  been  formed  at  Monrovia,  with  a  capital  of  ^1000;  and 
an  agreement  entered  into,  that  no  dividend  shall  be  made  until  the  profits  increase 
the  capital  to  ^20,000.     The  stock  has  risen  from  50  to  75  on  transfer  shares. 

A  colonist,  of  the  name  of  Waring,  had  sold  goods  to  the  amount  of  $70,000,  iu 
the  year  1830.  The  sales  of  Mr.  Davany,  the  sheriff,  amounted  to  between  24 
and  $25,000,  in  1830;  and  his  property  was  worth  about  $20^000,  made  during 
the  seven  years  in  which  he  has  resided  in  Monrovia. 

The  commerce  of  the  Colony  during  the  last  year,  has  greatly  exceeded  that  of 
any  former  year.     Within  that  period  46  vessels  visited  the  port,  of  which  21 
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were  Americans,  and  a  majority  of  the  remainder  Englifh.  The  exports  aipounted 
to  nearly  90,000  dollars,  and  the  mercliandiae  and  produce  on  liaad,  amounted  to 
about  23,000  dollars. 


Africa  before  the  Irruption  of  the  Barbarians. 

Those  who  argue,  from  the  present  state  of  the  colored  population  of  this  conn- 
try,  against  the  prospect  of  a  high  degree  of  civilization  in  Africa,  reason  from  t«- 
ry  imperfect  data.  Here  the  colored  people  have  labored,  and  still  labor,  under 
almost  every  possible  disadvantage.  In  most  of  the  southern  states,  slaves  arc  de- 
barred from  the  attainment  of  the  slightest  rudiments  of  knowledge.  And  cvon 
instates  free  from  slavery^  the  colored  people  have  little  opportunity  of  cultivation. 
Condemned  by  poverty,  almost  universally,  to  the  lowest  occupations,  they  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  improve  themselves.  But  they  will  not  softer  much, 
on  a  fair  comparison  with  whites  of  the  same  grade.  The  best  criterien,  howav- 
er,  by  which  to  judge,  is  the  progress  they  have  made  in  Liberia,  where  they  es- 
cape the  degradation  to  which  they  are  exposed  here.  Of  their  improvement  in 
morals,  and  manners,  and  habits,  the  testimony  of  Captains  Sherman  and  Nichol- 
son, from  which  I  have  made  slight  quotations  in  the  preceding  pages,  precludes 
all  doubt.  It  may  be  confidently  stated,  that  few  of  the  American  colonics  made 
greater  advances  in  the  same  space  of  time  than  they  have  done  in  the  seven  years 
that  have  elapsed  since  the  establishment  of  order  and  good  government  in  1824. — 
The  distance  between  the  Colonists  at  Liberia  and  the  civilized  inhabitants  of 
Europe  at  present,  is  not  so  great  as  between  the  former  and  some  parts  of  Europe 
in  olden  time,  when  the  latter  painted  their  bodies,  had  no  chimneys  to  their 
houses,  lay  upon  straw  on  the  ground,  covered  themselves  with  skins  fastened 
with  skewers,  and  were  tenants  in  common  with  the  pigs  which  partook  of  the 
hospitality  of  their  houses. 

Africa,  though  brutalized  by  wars,  the  invasions  of  barbarians,  and  the  most  grind- 
ing despotism,  was  once  on  as  proud  an  eminence  in  point  of  civilization,  as  any  part 
of  Europe.  Carthage  contended  for  the  supremacy  with  Rome  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years — and,  but  for  domestic  factions,  the  bane  of  republics,  would  proba- 
bly have  subjugated  Italy.  The  destruction  of  the  Carthaginian  annals  by  the  Ro- 
mans renders  it  impossible  to  enumerate  any  of  her  great  men,  e7:cept  her  war- 
riors. Rome  never  produced  a  greater  general  than  Hannibal.  Some  of  his  rela- 
tions were  men  of  great  talents  in  the  same  department.  Jugurtha  was  superior 
to  most  of  the  Romans  who  were  sent  against  him.  Terence,  the  dramatist,  was 
an  African. 

Christianity  and  civilization  were  early  introduced  into  Afric^i.  There  were 
several  provincial  councils  held  there.  At  one  of  them,  held  in  Carthage,  in  397, 
the  canon  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Bible  was  settled.  Another  was  held  in  the  same 
place  in  410 — and  two  others  at  Milcvi.  In  the  fifth  century,  the  number  of  Cath- 
olic Bishops  in  Africa  was  four  hundred.  Origen,  Tertullian,  Cyprian  and  Augus- 
tine, among  the  great  lights  of  Christianity  in  their  day,  were  Afiicans.  And  it 
is  not  too  much  to  expect  that  future  Hannibals  and  Terrenccs  and  Cyprians  and 
Augustines  will  arise  to  defend  and  illuminate  that  now  benighted  country. — 
Should  puch  a  result  take  place,  the  merit  will  belong  to  the  illustrious  firanders 
X>{  the  American  Colonization  Society 


Effects  of  the   Colonization   Schema  on  the  Slave   Trade,  ivittf  a 
ilig'ht  Sketch  of  that  nefarious  Trajfic. 

Among  the  striking  advantages  attcuiliriB;  tlic  Colony  at  Liberia,  is  the  check  it 
has  given  to  the  sinve  trade  alrcad}-,  and  ihc  probable  suppression,  ultimately, 
of  that  nefarious  trafSc  on  a  lary;e  portion  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa  by  the 
gradual  extension  of  the  settlements.  Before  the  cstablishnaent  of  the  icttlcmcntE 
at  Liberia,  there  were  seyeral  slave  factories  within  a  few  miles  of  the  place,  all 
of  which  have  been  completely  broken  up.  Four  or  five  years  back,  there  was 
not  a  single  factory  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Cape  Mount,  a  distance  of  100  miles;  and 
120  miles,  from  Cape  Mount  to  Trade  Town,  the  whole  of  the  coast  of  Liberia. — 
More  recently,  a  fac.ory  has  been  establisibcd  at  Cape  Mount,  forty-five  milos 
from  Monrovia,  where  the  trade  is  carried  on  briskly.  But  it  is  probable,  as  soon 
as  the  Colony  gains  more  strength,  this  nest  of  kidnappers  and  traders  in  human 
flesh  atid  human  suffering,  will  be  extirpated. 

The  African  chiefs,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liberia,  have  generally  voluntarily 
abandoned  the  traffic,  finding  they  can  supply  themselves  with  what  articles  tlicy 
want,  of  European  and  West  India  goods,  by  the  sale  of  their  own  domestic  pro- 
ductions. Some  of  them  have  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Colony. 
To  du'y  appreciate  the  advantages  of  this  result,  it  is  only  necessary  to  reflect  for 
a  moment  on  the  horrors  of  this  nefarious  traffic;  and  although  it  has  been  present- 
ed times  without  number,  to  the  execration  of  mankind,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
take  a  biid's  eye  view  of  it.  The  number  of  slaves  kidnapped  in  1824,  was  120,- 
OOO.  And  the  number  imported  into  tlie  single  port  of  Rio  for  nine  years,  1820 — 8, 
has  been  264,964. 

126,369 
In  1820,     15,020  -  -  -  -  -     In  1825,     26,254 

1821,  24,134  -  .  -  .  .  1S26,     33,999 

1822,  27,363 1627,    29,787 

1823,  20,349  .  .  ,  .  .  1828,     48,565 


1824,     39,503 


264,964 


[Walsh's  notices  of  Brazil,  vol.  1.  p.  178. 

It  has  been  ascertained,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  of  the  chief  maritim?  powers  of  Europe,  and  those  of  the  United  States,  to 
suppress  this  traffic,  that  from  the  two  towns,  Muney  and  Pangas,  there  have  been 
352  cargoes  of  slaves  taken,  in  little  more  than  a  year. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  one-third,  but  say  cne-fiflh,  perish  in  the  voyage;  and 
that  an  equal  number  die  after  their  landing,  of  diseases  contracted  on  the  voyage, 
or  of  grief  for  their  forlorn  situation.  This  wo-aid  make  an  aggregate  of  above 
300,000,  doomed  to  destruction,  or  interminable  slavery,  for  one  single  port! 

To  heighten  the  enormity  of  this  'Sin  crying  to  heaven  for  vengeance,''  it  is  as- 
certained that  in  cases  of  shortness  of  provision,  the  slaves  are  often  remorselessly 
thrown  overboard.  On  board  a  vessel,  some  time  since,  thirty  nine  negroes  be- 
came blind,  and  twelve  had  lost  an  eye.  They  were  thrown  into  the  fathomless 
ocean.  A  single  vessel,  the  Protector,  took  on  board  at  Mozambique,  807  tlavcs, 
of  whom  339  died  on  the  voyage. 

The  Maria  Primiera,  a  Portuguese  ship,  took  on  board  upwards  of  500  slaves. 
This  number  was  reduced  to  403,  in  consequence  of  extreme  crowding,  before  she 
was  captured,  and  brought  into  Sierra  Leone.  Nearly  one  hundred  more  died 
soon  after,  from  diseases  contracted  on  board. —  TVamactions  qf  London  ^f.  Ass'n. 

The  following  heart-rending  pieturs  of  the  slave   trade  has  bcem  drav'a  by  Sir 
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George  O'Meara,  who  was  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  suppress  it.  "SucJi 
is  the  merciless  treatment  of  the  slaves,  that  no  fancy  can  picture  the  horrors  of 
the  voyage.  Crowded  together  so  as  not  to  have  the  power  to  move — linked  one 
to  the  other  by  the  leg — never  unfettered  while  life  remains,  or  till  the  iron 
shall  have  fretted  the  flesh  almost  to  the  bone — forced  under  a  deck,  as  I  have 
seen  them,  not  thirty  inches  in  height— hrcaihing  an  atmosphere  the  most  putrid 
and  pestilential  possible — with  little  food  and  less  water — subject  to  the  most  se- 
vere punishment,  at  the  caprice  or  fancy  of  the  brute  who  may  command  the  ves- 
sel— it  is  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  that  any  of  these  miserable  wretches  live  the 
voyage  through.  Many  of  them,  indeed,  perish  on  the  passage,  and  those  of 
them  who  remain  to  reach  the  shore,  present  a  picture  of  wretchedness  lauguajj^e 
caunot  express." 


(     D-     ) 
MOVEMENTS  IN  TIRGINIA. 

The  people  of  Virginia  are  awaking  to  the  solemn  conside- 
ration of  the  whole  subject  of  the  evil  of  their  coloured  pop- 
ulation, and  have  expressed  their  purpose,  through  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  to  aid  in  the  colonization  of  such  as  are  now- 
free,  and  of  such  as  may  become  so,  either  by  the  will  of  in- 
dividuals, or  the  laws  of  the  State.  The  late  debate  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Legislature,  embracing  the  entire  subject  of  slavery,  has 
been  one  of  the  highest  interest  and  importance.  The  Editor 
of  one  of  the  Richmond  papers  observes:  "We  have  never 
heard  any  debate  so  eloquent,  so  sustained,  and  in  which  so  great 
a  number  of  speakers  had  appeared,  and  commanded  the  atten- 
tion of  so  numerous  and  intelligent  an  audience.  The  debate  is 
in  the  process  of  publication,  and  the  world  can  partly,  though 
not  fully  judge  of  its  merits.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us,  that  it 
would  be  expedient  to  incorporate  this  debate,  so  important  in  its 
subject,  so  full  in  its  information,  so  conaprehensive  in  its  views, 
and  so  momentous  in  its  consequences,  in  a  less  perishable  form 
than  a  newspaper,  and  we  accede  to  the  propriety  of  the  sug- 
gestion." 

In  another  place  the  Editor  of  the  Whig  remarks:  "The  de- 
bate on  abolition  contiaues  with  increased  and  increasing  interest. 
Virginia  has  never  had  greater  reason  to  boast  of  her  gifted  sons. 
The  debate  has  indeed  been  one  of  transcendant  and  the  most 
sustained  power  and  interest.  Day  after  day,  multitudes  throng 
to  the  Capitol,  and  have  been  compensated  by  eloquence  which 
would  have  illustrated  Rome  or  Athens. 
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Since  the  close  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Broadnax,  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  slaves  and  free  negroes,  reported  a  Bill  "devising 
the  ways  and  means  for  deporting  free  negroes  and  such  as  may 
become  free,  to  Liberia.  The  Bill  as  modified  and  amended, 
proposes  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  for  the  present  year,  and 
$90,000  for  the  next,  to  be  expended  in  colonizing  the  free  peo- 
ple of  colour,  and  it  has  passed  the  House  of  Delegates.  The 
Governor,  Executive  Council  and  the  Treasurer,  are  constituted 
a  Central  Board  to  superintend  the  execution  of  this  act,  with 
power  to  appoint  other  Boards. 

Jan.  30th. — The  following  Resolution,  reported  from  the  Se- 
lect Committee  on  coloured  population  in  the  House  of  Delegates 
of  Virginia,  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  apply  to  the  General  Government  to  procure  a 
territory  or  territories,  heyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  which  the  aereral 
States  may  remove  their  free  coloured  population. 

On  the  30th  of  February,  Mr.  Moore  submitted  the  following 
joint  Resolution,  which  was,  on  his  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  apply  to  the  General  Government 
on  behalf  of  this  General  Assembly,  to  procure  a  territory  or  territories,  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  which  the  several  States  may  remove  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  their  coloured  population;  and,  that  the  Senators  of  this  State  in- 
Congress,  be  requested  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  promote  that  object. 


We  are  informed  that  the  subject  of  colonizing  the  free  peo- 
ple of  colour  is  under  consideration  in  the  Legislature  of  Mary- 
land, and  that  a  liberal  appropriation  will  probably  be  made  du- 
ring its  present  session  for  this  object. 


In  Congress,  we  are  happy  to  state  that  the  following  Reso- 
lution, offered  by  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Maryland,  with  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Archer,  of 
Virginia,  and  a  Memorial  from  an  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society, 
presented  by  Mr,  Condict,  of  New  Jersey,  have  been  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  removing  from  the  United  States  and 
her  Territories,  the  free  people  of  colwir,  and  colonizing  them  oh  the  coast  of  Afri- 
ea,  or  elsewhere. 
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(  E-  ) 
The  noble  plan  of  Mr.  Gerrit  Smith,  of  New  York,  to  raise 
$100,000  for  this  Society,  in  the  course  of  ten  years,  by  sub- 
scriptions of  $1000,  (each  subscriber  to  pay  $100  annually  for 
ten  years)  has  made  some  progress  during  the  year.  We  would 
by  no  means  despair  of  its  accomplishment,  though  we  regret 
extremely,  that  our  wealthy  friends  come  forward  so  slov/ly  to 
give  it  their  patronage.  We  entreat  them  to  consider  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  object,  and  to  lend  their  aid  to  its  full  accomplish- 
ment. 

Gerrit  Smith,  I'eterboro,  New  York. 

.lasper  Curninj;,  Charleston,  Stnitli  Ciu-o!iiui. 

Tlieodoi'e  Kreliiifi-luiysen,  Newaik,  Kc.v  Je^^ey. 

John  T.  Norton,  Albany,  New  York. 

K.  F.  IJuckus,  New  Haven,  (Jonneclicut.  i 

A  (ientleman  in  Mississippi. 

Miitthew  Carey,  I'hikdeipliia. 

William  Crane,  Kichmnnd,  Virginia. 

Fleminf!;"  .lames,  ditto. 

A  Friend  in  Virg'inia. 

llev.  Kbenezer  Durg-ess,  nedliam,  Mass. 

Mrs.  M.  \i.  C'.irring'tori,   Mrs.  Ann  Fontaine,  ^      $100  annually  hy 

Wm.  A-  Carrinsjlon,   I'.  S.  Carrinc^lon,  3       etjual  contribulions. 

Gen.  Edward  Orring'lon,  and  Waller  C.  Cairington 

A  few  Gentlemen  near  (Jak  Hill,  Fauquier  County,  Va. 

Robert  Halston,  Philadelphia. 

Elliot  Cresson,         ditto. 

Robert  Gilmop,  Haltimore. 

Georg-e  Harwell,  Frederick  county,  A^a. 

Association  of  20  persons  in  Rev.  Dr.  Mead'a  parish,  Frederick  co.  Va. 

Hon.  Fdward  M'Geliee,  Mississippi. 

Rev.  Dr.  James  P.  Thomas,  Louisiana. 

Four  young- Gentlemen  in  Alexandria.  1).  C. 

The  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society  of  Georgetown,  D.  C 

A  Friend  in  Fredericktown,  Md. 

Another  ."subscription   on   the    plan  of  Gerrit  Smith,  in  Bishop  Mead's 

Congregation,  Frederick  county,  Va. 
John  Gray,  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
Solomon  Allen,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Cortland  Van  Rensselaer,  Albany  N.  Y. 
Female  Colonization  Society  of  Georgetown,  D.  C. 
General  ,lohn  Rartwell  Cocke,  of  Virginia 
Thomas  Ruffington,  Guyandott,  Va. 
Judge  Burnett,  of  Ohio, 
Nicholas  IJrown,  Providence,  R.  I. 
An  association  of  Gentlemen  in  Kenhawa  co.  Va 
J.acob  Towson,  of  W^iiliamsport,  Md. 
E.  (3.  Delavan,  .\lbany.  New  York. 
Thomas  C.  Upham,  Brunswick,  Maine. 
Thomas  Emmerson,  Windsor,  Vermont. 
Judge  Porter,  of  New  Orleans. 
Juige  Workman,.        ditto 
John  McDonoglvyj      ditt» 
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(     E.     ) 

rOLRTH  OF  JULY. 

We  earnestly  invite  the  attention  ol"  tlie  Clergy,  of  every  de- 
nomination  in  the  country,  to  the  plan  of  taking  up  collections 
for  the  Society,  on,  or  about  the  Fourth  of  July.  Immense,  in^ 
calculable  good  would  result  from  (his  measure,  could  it  become 
universal.  All  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would  be  madfe 
acquainted  with  the  principles,  and  proceedings  of  the  Society. 
Every  where  throughout  the  land  would  interest  be  excited,  and 
aid  secured  to  eft'ect  the  design  of  African  Colonization.  If  tVe 
could  speak  with  a  tone  which  every  minister  of  Christ  might 
hear,  we  would  entreat  him,  as  he  values  his  country,  or  his  race; 
the  cause  of  humanity,  or  the  cause  of  God,  to  preach  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Colonization  Society,  on,  or  about  the  Fourth  of  JuhJ 
next,  and  invite  public  charity  to  its  object. 


(     F.     ) 
LIBERAIilTY  OF  ENGLISH  FRIENDS- 

Allusion  has  been  made  in  the  Report  to  the  efforts  of  Elliott 
Cresson,  the  iridefatigable  Agent  of  the  Society  in  England.  We 
are  gratified  to  learn  that  many  English  Journals  are  now  giving 
efficient  support  to  the  cause  of  the  Society,  and  that  several  li- 
beral donations  have  been  made  to  its  funds.  Mr.  Cresson  is  en- 
titled to  the  thanks  of  all  the  friends  of  Africa,  for  his  zealous  and 
gratuitous  services;  and  the  generosity  of  those  in  England,  who 
tontribilte  to  aid  the  cause  of  this  Institution,  admirably  illustrates 
the  nobleness  of  the  spirit  of  genuine  philanthropy. 

Richard  Dykes  Alexander,  a  name  ever  prominent  In  deeds  of 
practical  philanthropy,  "cotivinced  that  a  more  rapid  progress' 
was  never  known  in  alny  colony  towards  comfort  and  respecta- 
bility than  that  of  Liberia,"  published  an  appeal  in  its  behalf;  in 
Consequence  of  which,  the  following  sums  were  sent  to  Barnetts, 
Hoare,  and  Co.  62,  Lombard-street,  who  continue  to  act  as  Bank- 
ers to  the  fund— viz: 

£.     s.    d; 
Robert  Barclay  (Bury  Hill) 100     0     0 

A  Female  Friend  (per  S.  T.  of  York),  who  is  only  rich 
by  the  fewness  of  her  own  wants,  and  the  cheerful- 
ness with  which  s1ie  ministers  to  those  of  others 100     0     0 
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£.     s.  (t 

A  Female  Friend 100     0  0 

London  Female  Anti-Slavery  Society 50     0  0 

A  Friend  (in  Warwickshire) 50     0  G 

Collected  by  Mary  I.  Lecky  (Kilnock,  Ireland) 51     0  0 

Hannah  Murray  (York) 25     0  0 

Nathan  Dunn 25     0  0 

Collected  by  Wm.   Smith  (Doncasler) 20     5  0 

Luke  Howard  and  Family 20     0  0 

A  Friend,  per  ditto 0     5  0 

Sarah  Fox  and  Family  (Wellington) ,....  15     0  0 

George  Wyett  Gibson  (Saffron  Walden) 13  10  0 

jabez  Gibson  (ditto) 13  lO  0 

Francis  Gibson   (ditto) 13  10  0 

Mary  Gibson  (ditto) 13  10  0 

Gerard  Ralston 10  10  0 

rflidith  tiT.  Dillwyn 10     0  0 

Joseph  Gurnty  (Norwich) 10     0  0 

.loseph  John  Gurney  (ditto) 10     0  0 

Collected  by  John  Fisher  (Huddersfield) 10     0  0 

Col.  Perronet  Thompson 25     0  0 

Robert  Graham  (Glasgow) 9  15  0 

Collected  by  K.  Bell  (Plaistow) 9     0  0 

Uenjamin  Hawes,  jiin 7  10  0 

Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.  D. 7  10  0 

Norwick  Female  Anti-Slavery  Society „  6  15  0 

Thomas  Catchpole  (Colchester) ,...  6  15  0 

Lucy  Maw   (Neepham) 6  10  0 

Sarah  Strangman  (Ireland) 6     5  0 

Collected  by  A.  Cowell  (W.ilton) ...   6     0  0 

Sarah  Abbott 6     0  0 

Cash  per  Leathams 6     0  0 

Mary  Wright  (Bristol) 2     0  0 

Louisa  Wright  (ditto) , 2     0  0 

ilartha  Jessup   (Woodbridge)... 2     0  0 

Widow's  Mite  (from  Chelmsford) 16  0 

Charlotte  Smith 1     0  0 

Mary  Harford 1     0  0 

John  Gurney,  K>  C 15     0  0 

Elizabeth  Johnson 10     0  0 

Miss  Prince 10     0  0 

Russell  Scott 7  10  0 

Jane  Gurney 7  10  0 

tV.  Evans,  M.  P , 5     0  0 

H.  Bromfield 5     0  0 

Mrs.  Fletcher 5     0  0 

two  Irish  Female  Friends 100     0  0 

James  Douglass,  Esq.  (of  Cavers) 200     0  0 

in  addition  to  the  above,  it  should  be  stated  as  a  fact  most  hon- 
orable to  the  Society  of  Friends  in  London,  that  they  have  ati" 
thorized  their  brethren  in  North  Carolina  to  draw  on  them  to  the 
amount  of  $2000,  to  aid  in  the  colonization  of  the  colored  people 
under  their  eare. 
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(     O.     ) 

PRESERVATION  OF  IIEAI.TII  ON  THE  COAST  OF  AFRICA, 

The  following,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Joseph  Reynolds,  Esq.  of  Bristol,  Eng- 
land, sou  of  the  philanthropic  Richard  Reynolds. 

Bristol,  11  mo.  3,  1831. 

Dear  Fnend:  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  communicate  the 
means  adopted  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  crew  of  the  Cam- 
bridge, during  the  time  she  lay  in  the  river  above  Sierra  Leone, 
to  take  in  timber — say  for  90  days.  The  instructions  given  to 
the  Commander,  were  derived  from  reading  Dr.  McCulloch's 
essay  on  Malaria;  and  the  precautions  taken  were 

I.  On  no  account  to  suffer  any  of  the  crew  to  be  out  of  the 
ship  at  sunset. 

■  il.  To  have  a  sail  stretched  on  the  windward  side  of  the  ves- 
sel; and  an  awning  was  also  provided,  which  extended  over  the 
poop  and  the  whole  of  the  main  deck,  to  defend  the  crew  from 
the  night  air. 

III.  The  night  watch  was  encouraged  to  smoke  Tobacco. 

IV.  To  distribute  French  Brandy  to  the  crew  whilst  in  port, 
in  lieu  of  Rum.  * 

V.  The  hold  of  the  vessel  was  kept  constantly  sweet,  not- 
withstanding the  effluvia  from  the  putrid  mud  which  adhered  to 
the  timber,  by  the  constant  use  of  the  chloride  of  lime,  with  a  so- 
lution of  which  the  forecastle,  where  the  crew  slept,  was  daily 
sprinkled. 

The  crew  on  rising,  were  served  with  a  liberal  allowance  of 
strong  coffee,  before  commencing  their  day's  work. 

The  result  was,  that  the  ships  on  each  side  of  the  Cambridge, 
lost  the  greater  part  of  their  crews;  not  one  man  of  the  Cambridge 
was  seriously  unwell,  during  the  whole  time  they  lay  in  the  Ri- 
ver, and  it  was  remarked  that  the  ship  was  so  clear  of  musqui- 
toes,  that  the  Captain  threw  aside  the  curtains  which  he  had 
provided  for  his  defence  against  them.  The  crew  came  into 
Milford  in  good  health,  not  having  felt  any  inconvenience  from 
the  bilgewater,  and  looking  better  than  they  did  afterwards^  at 
the  conclusion  of  a  voyage  to  Quebec  for  timber,  where  I  under- 
stand it  is  customary  for  the  men  to  drink  an  unreasonable  quan- 
tity of  spirits. 

*  We  think  coffee  would  b«  much  better  than  either  Rum  or  Brandy. — Ed. 
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So  far  as  one  trial  justifies  an  opinion,  it  should  seem  that 
chloride  of  lime  has  a  great  effect  in  counteracting  Malaria,  niuch 
may  also  be  attributed  to  the  temperance  which  was  insisted  ou 
by  the  master;  and  so  far  as  its  effects  in  removing  the  unplea- 
sant taste  and  smell  of  putrid  water,  are  important  in  hot  cli-r 
mates,  I  had  an  opportunity  this  summer  of  witnessing  them  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The  water  from  a  deep  well  at 
my  son-in-law's  near  Liverpool,  is  sometimes,  \yithout  apparent 
cause,  seemingly  both  in  smell  and  taste,  quite  putrid— hut  hoth 
smell  and  taste  were  corrected  by  an  exceedingly  minute  portion 
of  the  solution  of  chloride  of  lime  not  perceptible  to  the  drinker. 

If  these  hints  should  be  found  in  any  degree  conducive  to  the 
he£(.lth  of  vessels  trading  to  Liberia,  or  to  the  residents  of  that 
settlement,  I  shall  consider  myself  fortunate  in  having  been,  in 
even  so  small  a  degree,  useful  in  promoting  the  progress  of  a 
scheme  fraught  with  blessings  to  Africa  and  highly  beneficial  tQ 
a  race  of  our  fellow  inen,  unjustly  oppressed  and  degraded  almost 
below  the  level  of  humanity,  and  then  despised,  hpcause  they 
suffered  such  degradation.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will  be  £is  emi- 
nently successful,  as  our  neighboring  settlement  has  been  pther- 
wjjje;  an^  «im 

\fhy  sincere  Friend, 
To  Elliott  Cresson.  JOSEPH  RI^YNOLDS. 


N.  B.  The  Secretaries  of  Auxiliary  Societies  are  particularly 
requested  to  transmit  the  lists  of  officers  of  such  Societies.  Also, 
to  invite  their  respective  Societies  to  promote  collections  in  the 
churches  on  or  about  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  to  prepare  and  send 
in  inemorials  to  Congress,  soliciting  the  countenance  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  the  cause  of  this  Society. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Since  this  Report  was  put  to  press,  intelligence  has  been  re- 
ceived of  the  passage  of  a  law  appropriating  $200,000  to  the 
cause  of  African  Colonization,  $20,000  to  be  appropriated 
annually.— We  regret  to  add,  that  the  bill  for  an  appropriation 
in  Virginia,  has  been  lost  by  a  vote  of  18  to  14. 


LIFE  MEMBEKS 

Of  the  Colonization  Society,  by  the  conlribu'ion  nf  $Z0,  or  vpuards 
at  one  time,  to  lite  funda  of  the  Institution. 


MAINE, 
Rev    Seneca  White,  Balli. 
liev  S  L  Fomeroy,  Bangor. 

Brimsivick. 
John  Dunlap, 
David  Dunlap 
Itev  T  C  Uphani, 

Hallowell. 
Rev  S  Everett 
Rev  E  Gillett,  D  D 

Kenntbunk  Port. 
Charles  A  Lord 
Daniel  W  Lord 
Rev  J  F  Fessendei) 
Rev  C  H  Kent 

Kennebunh. 
C  W  Williams 
Rev  N  H  Fletcher 
Rev  D  Timrston,  Winthrop. 

Portland. 
Rev  S  Tenbrook 
Rev  Mr  Ripley 
Rev  Asa  Cumming's 
Rev  Mr  Douglass,  Alfred. 
Sarali  Cleves,  Sacu. 
Rev  U  Tappan,  Augusta. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 
Duver. 
Rev  J  N  Maffit 
Joseph  W  Clary 
Rev  J  Ward,  Plymouth. 

Portsmouth. 
Samuel  A  Elliot 
Rev  Nathan  Parker,  D  D 

VERMONT. 
Charles  Marsh,  Woodstock. 
Pthan  Andrus,  Middlebury. 
Thomas  Emmerson,  IVindsor. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Rev  O  Herrick 
D  L  Farwell,  Cambridge. 
Pol  David  Mack,  Middlefeld. 

Newport. 
Rev  Orville  Dewey 
Rev  Wm  Fatten,  D  D 
Grafton. 
?lev  Mr  Searle 


Rev  S  Holmes.  iVew  Bedfurd. 

Nantucket. 
liev  S  F  Swift 
Rev  Stephen  Bailey 

Plymouth. 
Rev  F  Freeman 
Rev  James  Kendall 
Kev  Z  Willis,  Kingston. 
Rev  John  Allyn,  Duxbury. 

Men  don. 
Rev  L  Bayley 
Rev  Mr  Gaille 
Rev  E  Burgess,  Dedhani. 
Friend  Crane,  Canton. 
Caleb  Oaties,  Danvers. 
George  W  Campbell,  Milhburg. 
Hon  W  Reed,  Marblehead. 

Boston. 
Mr  Bradford 
Rev  Wm  Jenks 
Rev  Paul  Dean 
Rev  Mr  Streler 
Wm  B  Beadford 
Samuel  Elliott 
John  Tappan 
Benjamin  Dearborn 
A  C  Lombard 
Francis  Watts 
Rev  Mr  Merritt 
John   Sullivan 
Rev  Converse  Francis 
Joseph  P  Bradlee 
Mr  Paine 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
Rt  Rev  Bishop  Griswold,  Brittoh 

Providence. 
Rev  Stephen  (iano 
Rev  James  Wilson 
Rev  Henry  Edes 
Rev  W  B  Crocker 
Thomas  F  Ives 
Nicholas  Brown 
Rev  J  Bristol,  Bristol. 

CONNECTICUT. 
Rev  Orin  Fowler,  Plainfield. 
E  F  Backus,  New  Haven. 

Middletown. 
Rev  John  R  Crane 
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Rev  Smith  Payne 
Rev  Mr  Burch 
V  B  Horton 
Kev  E  Tyler 
Kev  Mr  Cookson 

NEW  YORK. 
Henry  Sheldon 
Kev  John  Johnson,  Newhurg. 

Albany. 
John  T  Norton 
lion  S  Van  Rensselaer 
C  Van  Rensselaer 
11  W  Deleven 
E.  C.  Delavan, 
Rev  D  Porter,  Catskill, 
Gerrit  Smith,  Petersboro. 
Rev  E  Nott,  Schenectady- 
Josiah  Bissel,*  Rochester. 
Cambridge. 
Rev  N  S  Prime 
Rev  I)r  Bullions 
Charles  J  Aldis,  BroohJyn. 
New  York  City, 
Col  Henry  Rutgers* 
Rev  Nathan  Bangs 
Rev  Gardner  Spring,  D  D 
Matthew  L  Clarkson 
RevDr  Milnor 

Rev  James  M  Mattliews,  D  D 
Rev  Gilbert  H  Livingston 
Rev  Mr  Snodgrass 
Rev  S  H  Cone 
George  Gallagher 
Anson  G  Phelps 
Arthur  Tappan 
Rev  S  H  Cox 
Rev  H  Anthon 
John  M'Comb 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Rev  E  F  Cumming,  Reading, 
Peter  Baldy,  Danville. 

Philadelphia. 
Rev  Thomas  E  Allen, 
Rev  C  S  Ely,  D  D 
Robert  Ralston 
Gerard  Ralston 
Matthew  Carey 
Elliott  Cresson 
Samuel  Archer 
Richard  Dale 
Rev  Wm  A  Muhlenburg 
Rev  J  Jane  way 
Rev  Bishop  White 
Alexander  Henry 
Mr  Dandridge 
Solomon  Allen 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Thomas  L  Janeway,  Rahway. 


P  A  Johnson,  Morristown. 

Neivark. 
Hon  Theodore  Frelinghuysen 
C  H  Shipman 
Rev  Dr  Beasley,   Trenton. 

MARYLAND. 

J  C  Herbert 

Miss  F  A  Cheston,  West  River^ 

11  H  Chapman,  Annapolis, 

Fredericktown, 
J  L  Smith 
Richard  Potts 

Williamsport, 
Jacob  Towson 
Rev  Isaac  Kellar 

Baltimore, 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrolton 
J  N  D  Arey  and  II  Didier 
A  Fridge  and  William  Morris 
James  W  M'Culloch 
Nathaniel  F  Williams 
J  Campbell,  J  Ritchie 
Wilson  Millikins  &  Co 
Amos  A  Williams 
Isaac  M'Kim 
John  E  Howard 
Robert  Gilmor 
Thomas  Elliott 
Alex  M'Donald 
Thomas  Tenant 
Peter  HoflTman 
George  Hoffman 
John  Hoffman 
J  Oldfield 
Mr  Von  Capf 
J  I  Cohen 
Luke  Tiernan 
John  Perviance 
Richard  Caton 
William  Tyson 
N  Tyson 
Andrew  EHIcott 
James  Ellicott 
Hugh   Thompson 
John  M'Henry 
Philip  E  Thomas 
Evan  Thomas 
J  B  Morris 
Robert  G  Harper* 
Robert  Oliver 
Roswell  L  Colt 
E  J  Coale 
John  Barr 
W^m  E  George 
L  P  Barrows 
John  Small 
R  H  Douglass* 
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Virginia. 

James  Madison,  MonipeUer. 
Needham  Washington 
General  John  H  Cocke,  Flumnnd. 
Charles  Bruce,  Petersburg. 
Kev.  John  Cooke,  Hanover  county. 
Mrs  L  G  Wyche,  Brunswick  co. 
Rev  James  Boyd,  Lovington. 
Edward  Colston,  Berkley  co. 
Hon  C  F  Mercer,  Leesiurg. 

Fairfax  co. 
■\Villiam  H  Fitzhugh* 
Thomas  Fairfax 
John  Randolph,  Roanohe. 
Hon  B  Washington,*  Mt  Vcrnont. 
Wm  Garnet,  Essex  co. 
J  H  Coke,  New  Canton. 

Shepherdstown. 
James  L  Lane 
Rev  John  MatthevVs 

Loudon  county. 
George  Carter 
John  Rose 

Halifux  county. 
Rev  Charles  Dresser 
General  E  Carrington 
Walter  C  Carrington 

Fredericksburg, 
Hon  Hugh  Mercer 
Mrs  Louiza  fiercer 
John  Gray 
Mrs  M  B  Blackford 
Thomas  Buffington,  Guyandott. 

Norfolk. 
John  M'Phail 
W^m  Maxwell 

Romnty, 
Rev  John  M 'Donald 
John  M'Dowell 
Rev  G  Lemmon,  Fauquier  co. 
Joseph  Cowan,  Augusta  co. 
Uol  D  Bullock,  Louisa  co. 

Richmond. 
Hob  J  Marshall 
Rev  J  H  Turner 
David  I  Burr 
Rev  S  Taylor 
William  Crane 
Fleming  James 

Charleston,  Jefferson  county. 
Mrs  Elizabeth  Whiting 
J  T  A  Washington 
Rev  A  Jones 

Frederick  county, 
Philip  Burwell 
Rev  Wm  Meade 
Richard  K  Meade 


David  Meade 

John  Milton 

Wm  Garnegy 

Hugh  Holmes 

Oliver  Tunstori 

James  Ship 

Nathaniel  nurwell 

Susan  Meade* 

Miss  Mary  Meade 

I.ucy  Meade 

Rev  A  Belmairi 

Daniel  Lee 

Mrs  Ann  R  Pagd 

Mrs  Norris 

Wm  Hay,  sen 

James  M  Hite 

John  Kerfoot 

James  Somers 

Wm  Mitchell 

Robert  Berkley 
James  Davis 

Stephen  Davis 

Miss  Judith  Blackburn 

Rev  Dr  Hill 

Hon  Robert  While 

Obediah  Waite 

James  Baker 

Edward  Smith 

Joseph  Fountleroy 

Fielding  Somers 

P  Nelson 

Mrs  Blackburn 

George  Burwel! 

Wm  Pope,  Powhatan  county, 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Rev  J  Caldwell,  Chapel  Hill. 
J  B  Skinner,  Edenton, 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Charleston. 
Rev  B  L  Palmer 
liev  C  Gadsden 
Jasper  Corning 
Thomas  S  Grimke 
Wm  Smith 
Mr  Poinsett 
Mr  Gibbs 
Rev  Mr  Payson 
Robert  Smith 
Maj  Vanderhest 
John  Anson 
Isaac  Ball 
Wm  Clarkson 
Charles  C  Pinkney 
Mrs  Russel 
Rev  J  J  Roberts,  Edgefield. 
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GEORGIA, 
Hon  Wm  II  Crawford 
Wm  Walker 
Wm  IJabun,  ^rdled^eville. 

Savannah. 
Mrs  Lydia  Anciaiix 
Rev  D  Baker 

.iuffusta. 
Kobert  Campbell 
James  Harper 
Rev  S  K  Talmadge 

ALABAMA. 
Rev  J  Allyn,  HinitsviUe. 

MISSISSIPPI. 
If  on  Kdward  McGeehee 

LOUISIANA. 

Rev  Dr  J  P  Thomas 

New  Orleans, 

W  W  Caldwell 

Alfred  Heniien 

Judge  Porter 

Judge  Workman 

John  McDonoghy, 

TENNESSEE. 
Nashville. 

Hon  J  T  Sanford 

Mrs  Hetty  McErven 

KENTUCKY. 

Rev  R  Bibb,  Russelvillc. 

Calvin  Duncan,  Fayette  county, 

J.  H.  M'Clure,  Newport. 
OHIO. 
Cincinnati. 

Hon  Mr  Burnett 

Stephen  Burrows 

Henry  Emerson 

George  Graham,  jr 

ILLINOIS. 

Governor  Yj  Coles,  Edwurdsvillc. 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Washing  I  o~tV. 

Judge  C ranch 

Wm  Thornton* 

Henry  Clay 

R  R  Gurley 

Richard  Harrison 

Elias  B  Caldwell* 

Rev  I.uther  Rice 


Georgetown. 
Mrs  Harriet  B  Macomb 
John  Laird 
F  S  Key 
John  Mason 
J  T  ShaflT* 
Henry  T'oxall* 
Richard  Potts 

Rev  Dr  Wilmer,*  Alexandria. 
Monsieur  Hyde  De  Neuvrtle,  France. 
Rev  Jonas  King,  Greece. 

ENGLAND. 

London. 
Mr  Canning 
B  Smith 

Itobert  Barclay,  Bury  Hill. 
A  Female  Friend,  York. 
Hannali  Murray,  do 

A  Female  Friend, 
A  Friend  in  Tfarwickshire^ 
Nathan  Dunn 
V,''m  Smith,  Doncasicr. 
Luke  Hov^ard 
Sarah  Fo.\,  JVelUngtnn. 

Saffron  fValdew 
George   Wyeit  Gibson 
Jabez  Gibson 
Francis  Gibs-on 
Mary  Gibson 

Noi'ivich. 
JOsepIi  Gurney 
Joseph  Joiin  Gurney 
John  Fisher,  Iluddersjield. 
Gerard  Ralston 
Judith  N  Dillwyn 
Col.  Perronet  Thompson 
Robert  Graham,   Glasgow. 
K.  Bell,  Plaistow. 
Benjamin  Hawes,  jun. 
Thomas  Hodgkin,  M.  D. 
Thomas  Catchpole,  Colchrster.- 
John  Gurney,  K.  C. 
Elizabeth  Johnson 
Miss  Prince 
Russell  Scott 
Jane  Gurney 
James  Douglass,  Cavers. 

IRELAND., 
Two  Female  Friends 
Mary  I  Lccky^  Kilnock. 


*'Dea(l. 

Note. — We  shall  be  diankful  to  our  friends  to  enable  us  to  supply  wfiai! 
is  deficient,  or  correct  what  is  erroneous  in  this  list.  Some  may  have 
been  made  Life  Members  by  contributions  to  Auxiliaries,  of  which  we  are 
not  informed-     It  is  desirable  that  such  names  should  be  communicated. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


or  THE 


AMERICJtX  eOLOJS^IZATIOM  SOCIETY, 


AT    THEIR 


SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING, 


"The  Annnal  M«€ting  of  this  Itistitution  was  held  in  the  Hall 

^f  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Monday  evening,  the  20th 

<©f  January,  at  6  o'clock.     A  very  large  and  crowded  assembly  of 

•oar  citizens,  and  of  distinguished   strangers  from  every  part  of 

the  United  States,   convened  at  an   early  hour,   when  the  Hon. 

C  F.  Mercer,   one  of  the   Vice-Presidents,   was   called  to  the 

Chair,     After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cornelius,   the  names  of 

the  following  gentlemen  were  r^ad  by  the  Secretary,   as  Dele- 

g«,t<is  from  the  various  Auxiliary  Societies  throughout  the  UnioiK 

From  the  Albemurle  Society,  Va. 

Hon,  Wm.  C.  Rives,  John  H.  Craven,  Esq, 

From  the  Society  of  Buckingham  co.  Fft, 

Hon.  Wra.  S.  Archer. 

From  the  State  Society  of  Maryland. 
Gen.  S.  Smith,  Hon.  B,  C.  Howard, 

From  the  State  Society  of  Massachusetts^ 
Hon,  Edward  Everett. 

From  the  State  Society  of  New  Hampshire. 
Hon.  Samuel  Bell. 

From  th£  Society  of  New  York. 
Hon.  Erastus  Root,  Hon.  G.  H.  Bars^tow, 

G.  C.  Verplanck,  N.  PitcheT, 

G.  Y.  Lansing,  A.  Ward, 

J.  A.  Collier,  J.  W.  Taylor, 

S.  Beardsley, 

From  the  Stale  Society  of  Kentucky. 
Hon.  H,  Clay,  R.  S.  Finley,  Esq. 

Thos,  A.  Marshall, 


IV 


Prora  Ihe  Slate  Society  of  Vermont. 
Hon.  Samuel  Prentiss,       Hon.  Heman  Allen. 

From  the  New  York  City  Society, 
Ira  B.  Underbill,  Esq. 

From  the  Worcester  County  Society,  Mass. 
Haa.  Jojgeph  G,  Kendall^  George  A,  Tufts,  Esq, 

F''07ri  fhe  Okio  Stale  Society, 

Hoe.  Wia,  Russel,  Kon.  Thomas  Corvvia- 

From  the  Society  of  SteubenvUle ,   Ohio. 

Hon,  Humphrey  H.  Leavitt. 

From  the  Society  of  Canfield,   TrumbuU  Co.  Ohio, 

Hon.  Elisba  Whittlesey,  (its  President.) 

From  the  Society  of  Franklin  Co.  Mass. 

Hon.  George  GrennelL 

From  ihe  Crawford  Society,  Penn. 

Hon.  John  Banks. 
From  the  Hanover  Co.  Society,  Va. 
George  Nelson,  Esq. 
From  the  Society  of  Washington  City. 
Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Esq.  Col.  Samuel  Birch, 
Dr.  Thomas  Sewall,  Josiah  F.  Polk,  Esq, 

Thomas  H.  Gilliss,  Esq. 

From  the  Newark  Society. 
Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen. 

From  the  Georgetown  Society,  D.  C. 
Gideon  Davis,  Esq.  John  Litle,  Esq. 

Arthur  ShaafF,  Esq. 

From  the  Alexandria  Society. 
Rev.  S.  Cornelius,  Hugh  Smith,  Esq. 

Rev.  E.  Harrison, 
The  following   resolutions  were    then   offered,   and   adopted 
by  the  Society. 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hammet, 

Resalved,  That  the  report  just  road  be  adopted,  and  that '20,000  copies  be  printed 
undcT  the  direction  of  the  Managers. 

In  other  places,  said  Mr.  H.  and  other  circumstances,  I  should  regard 
it  as  my  imperious  duty  to  support,  by  what  may  be  called  argument,  the 
able,  the  powerful,  and  I  will  venture  to  add,  the  highly  satisfactory  report 
to  which  we  have  just  listened:  but  here,  sir,  in  this  Hall,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  thronged  and  brilliant  assembly  that  now  stirrounds  me,  I 
feel  that  this  would  be  entirely  unnecessary:  especially,  as  1  know,  that 
there  are  those  to  follow  me,  from  whom  the  meeting  has  a  right  to  ex- 
pect much  more  than  from  myself. 

There  is,  however,  Mr.  President,  in  the  report,  one  particular  which 
my  sense  of  duly  will  not  permit  me  to  pass  over  in  silence.  It  is  there 
stated,  sir,  and  1  confess  that  I  heard  it  witn  mingled  feelings  of  surprise 
awd  regret,  that  this  Society  still  has  to  contend  with  a  persevering  and 
UDtiriiijc  opposition  from  some  quaiters.     Opposition  still  to  such  a  cause 


»s  Oils'!  Sir,  I  had  hoped  that  that  day  had  well  nigh  passed  by;  and  that 
the  success  which  has  ah-eady  crowned  tlie  efJbrls  ot  this  Society,  had 
left  no  longer  doubtful  the  benevolence  of  the  scheme,  or  the  practica- 
bility of  carrying'  it  into  full  effect.  Let  this  Society  fall,  sir;  take  from 
us  the  hope  of  relief  which  it  holds  out,  and,  like  the  miserable  patient 
who  hears  from  his  physician  that  the  last  expedient  has  failed,  you  leave 
us  nothing  to  reflect  upon  but  the  sullen  gloom  of  despair.  The  evil 
which  this  Society  proposes  to  remedy,  has  already  spread  to  a  fearful 
extent,  and  is  becoming  more  and  more  alarming  every  day.  That  class 
of  the  community  to  whom  it  affords  succour,  though  nominally  free,  can, 
in  fact,  never  be  so  in  this  country.  A  gloom  hangs  over  them  through 
which  they  can  never  hope  to  penetrate,  and  they  groan  under  a  weight 
of  prejudice  from  which  they  can  never  expect  to  rise.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  intellectual  effort  is  paralyzed,  and  morals  amongst  them 
are  prostrated.  Find  them  where  you  may,  whether  in  Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati,  Richmond,  or  Charleston — in  a  free  or  in  a  slave  holding  , 
state,  you  find  them,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  same  degraded 
race.  No  individual  effort,  no  system  of  legislation,  can  in  this 
this  country  redeem  them  from  this  condition,  nor  raise  them  to  the  level 
of  the  while  man,  nor  secure  to  them  the  privileges  of  freemen.  It  is 
utterly  vain  to  expect  it.  And,  sir,  to  procure  for  them  what  they  can- 
not have  here,  and  what  the  historj'  of  this  enterprise  has  proven,  can  be 
secured  to  them  elsewhere,  is  the  object  contemplated  by  this  associa- 
tion; remembering  always  that  in  proportion  as  we  benefit  them,  we 
benefit  ourselves.     Now,    sir,  I  ask  you,  is   it  not  amazing  that  such  an 

enterprise  should  meet  with  opposition  from  any  lover  of  his  country 

from  any  lover  of  freedom  ? 

But,  thank  Heaven,  sir,  the  opposition  is  feeble,  in  comparison  with 
the  encouragement  and  support  which  the  Society  meets  with.  In  al- 
most every  state  of  tliis  Union,  the  great  body  of  the  people  are  awak- 
ing to  a  sense  of  the  vast  importance  of  this  undertaking.  The  ablest 
statesmen  and  politicians  are  espousing  and  advocating  its  interests — 
state  societies  and  neighbourhood  societies,  designed  to  cooperate  with 
this  are  rapidly  multiplying-.  The  Legislatures  of  several  of  the  states 
Jiave  pronounced  favorably  upon  its  plans  and  its  proceedings;  many  of 
them  contributing  largely  to  its  pecuniary  resources — and,  sir,  the  whole 
religious  community  of  tiiis  widely  extended  republic,  have  declared 
it  worthy  their  confidence,  and  have  resolved  in. their  solemn  assemblies 
to  give  to  it  their  support. 

Take  for  example,  said  Mr,  H.  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church — the 
Church  to  which  I  have  the  happiness  to  belong.  At  her  General  Con- 
ference (the  highest  assembly  of  that  Church)  which  met  in  Philadel- 
phia in  May  last,  a  resolution  was  adopted;  and,  I  believe  unanimously, 
recommending  tlils  Society  to  the  patronage  of  tlie  people  of  that  com- 
munion. Sir,  1  know  I  am  correct  when  I  say,  that  this  whole  denomina- 
tion, numbering  in  the  U.  States,  nearly  six  hundred  thousand  {600,000) 
communicants,  and  not  much  short  o?  ten  thousand  Ministers  of  different 
grades,  unitedly  approve  the  objects  of  this  Society.  All  the  other 
leading  denominations  of  the  country,  sir,  do  the  same.  In  this,  we  all 
agree.  The  peculiarities  of  creed,  of  sect,  and  of  party,  are  here  for- 
gotten, or  lost  in  the  glories  of  one  common  philanthropy.  With  such 
a  general — almost  unanimous  testimonial  of  the  approbation  of  the  coun- 
try, and  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  attending  its  exertions,  there 
can  be  litile  room  left  to  doubt,  that  the  American  Colonization  Society 
will  continue  to  rise  and  floxirish,  and  ultimately  accomplish  the  glori- 
ous undertaking  in  which  it  has  engaged. 

Turn  your  eyes,  sir,  to  the  Colony  itself,  and  the  prospect  is  equally 
encourag-ing  and  cheering.     We    there  behold  a  class  of  being.s  who,  at 


VI 

hoh\e  amongst  vrs,  could  scarcely  be  controlled  by  'aw,  or  elevated  by  re- 
liigion,  suddenly  springing  into  honorskble  notice;  cultivating  among 
thernselves  all  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  securing  to  their  families  all 
the  blessings  of  well-ordered  society.  Every  day's  intelligence  only  re- 
iterates what  we  have  heard  from  tiie  beginning — that  peace,  harmony, 
and  contentment  are  abounding.  What  colonist  has  ever  complained, 
that  protection  awi  security  were  not  guarantied  to  iiim  there?  And 
what  American  Captain  has,  at  any  time,  come  back  to  tell  us,  that  tran- 
quilUty  and  happiness  are  not  enjoyed  there?  Schools  are  established, 
churches  are  erected,  the  mechanic  arts  are  cultivated,  agriculture  is 
promoted,  and  commerce  even  with  foreign  nations  has  already  been  em- 
barked in;  and  by  whom,  sir?  By  a  class  of  beings  who,  while  here,  hung 
as  a  dead  weight  upon  the  skirts  of  the  country.  Sir,  with  the  sublimity 
and  grandeur  of  the  spectacle  and  prospect  before  us,  calculation  itself 
can  hardly  keep  pace. 

I  behold  in  the  Colony,  at  Liberia,  the  germ  of  an  empire  that  may  one 
<lay  rival  our  own.  The  genius  of  liberty  shall  go  out  from  thence;  the 
'dominion  of  freedom  shall  be  extended;  tribe  after  tribe  shall  send  in  it^ 
adhesion,  until  the  entire  of  long' neglected — long  injured  Africa — no 
long^er  pillaged  and  plundered  of  her  children,  shall  be  crowned  with  All 
the  blessings  of  civil  liberty.  And  by  the  advancement  of  this  cause 
shall  commerce  be  advanced.  The  hidden  treasures  of  another  conti- 
nent shall  be  developed  and  borne  upon  many  a  sea.  Our  country  shall 
'derive  from  it  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade.  Our  sons  shall  go  out 
the  supercargoes  of  richly  laden  vessels;  and,  it  is  not  visionary  to  be- 
lieve that,  at  no  distant  day,  we  shall  see  it  announced,  that  another  line 
>of  packet  ships  is  established,  to  trade  between  New  York  and  Monrovia. 

The  Christian,  too,  has  here  much  to  animate  his  hopes,  and  stimu- 
'late  his  zeal.  An  immense  field,  "already  white  to  the  harvest,"  opens 
^before  him.  The  missionary  of  the  cross  shall  enter  there,  bearing  t<i 
perishing  thousands  the  "Bread  of  Life."  Africa  will  receive  him. — 
Churches  will  be  reared;  presses  will  be  established;  the  scriptures  will 
t)e  circulated;  and  the  darkness  of  ages,  retiring  like  the  shades  of  the 
sjiight  at  the  approach  of  the  morning  sun,  shall  be  finally  scattered  by 
the  tffu'gent  blaze  of  truth  divine.  Yes,  sir,  superstition  shall  be  brok- 
«en  down,  false  philosophy  shall  be  confounded,  heathen  oracles  shall  be 
«truck  dumb; — "The  altar  and  the  god  shall  sink  together  to  the  dust" 
-*-and  Africa  shall  come  forth  "redeemed^  regenerated,  and  disenthrall- 
f  d."     And  may  Heaven  hasten  the  time! 

]  have  done,  sir.  1  am  afraid  I  have  trespassed  on  the  time  of  the 
^neeting;  but  in  justice  to  those  who  have  invited  me  to  this  service,  and 
nn  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  I  could  not  have  said  less.  1  close,  sir, 
by  declaring,  that,  in  whatever  sphere  it  may  be  my  lot  to  move,  I  shall 
■feel  it  to  be  a  sacred  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country,  and  to  the  cause 
of  humanity,  steadily  and  constantly  to  advancethe  principles  and  interests 
of  this  Society. 

On  motion  by  Hon.  T.  Corwin,  seconded  by  Hon.  J.  Holmes, 

tlkfolved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  the  several  Auxiliary 
Societies,  for  the  efficient  aid  afforded  by  them  during  the  past  year,  and  that  they 
bii  requested  to  continue  their  efforts  with  increased  energy,  in  behalf  of  the  ob- 
jects of  this  Institution. 

It  Was  not  until  this  last  half  hour,  that  I  knew  I  was  delegated  to  re- 
present, with  my  colleague,  Mr.  Kussel,  the  State  Colonization  Society 
of  Ohio,  at  this  meeting.  Thus  authorized,  it  gives  me  much  pleasure 
to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion,  to  represent  here,  in  a  few  words,  the 
somewhat  peculiar  feelings  of  the  Western  country  towards  this  So- 
ciety. 

In  the  resolution  which  1  have  offered,  I  am  sure  there  is  no  sentiment 


Yll 

(;xpresiteil,  wliicli  does  not  challeiig'a  at  once  tiia  approbation  of  &Itt0 
whom  1  address  it.  1  believe,  with  few  and  inconsiderable  sxception^ 
this  Society  has  hitherto  relied  for  the  accomplishnnent  of  the  great  eiid» 
of  its  foundation,  upon  individual  munificence,  or  such  contributions  as 
have  been  broug-ht  into  the  treasury  by  the  subordinate  Societies.  Thai 
the  single  sentiment  of  justice  towards  a  despised  and  degraded  oaatQa 
should  have  brought  into  active  and  combined  effort,  such  an  immense^ 
number  of  individuals,  is  a  spectacle  of  which  this  age  may  justly  boa8t> 
It  deserves  to  rank  first  amongst  the  great  moral  phengmena,  of  which 
our  times  have  been  so  singularly  fruitful. 

Whilst,  however,  a  noble  desire  to  extend  justice  to  the  free  hlapl^ 
population  of  this  country,  is  known  to  have  contributed  most  powerfulj 
ly  in  advancing  the  objects  of  this  Society,  it  must  be  obvious  that  some* 
thing  of  selfishness  on  our  part  has  also  had  its  share  in  the  work  of  col?i 
onization.  A  strong  conviction  everywhere  prevails,  that  the  remoT^ 
from  amongst  us,  of  this  class,  if  not  necessary  to  our  internal  tranquillitjr* 
as  a  nation,  is  at  least  indispensable  to  the  perfection  of  our  social  and 
political  systems. 

The  evils  resulting  from  the  existence  of  the  free  black  people,  in  tha,t 
portion  of  our  common  countrj'  where  negro  slavery  prevails,  havebeeiv 
tQo  long  and  too  generally  deplored,  now  to  be  doubted  by  any.  But, 
Mr.  President,  it  is,  1  think,  a  very  strange  and  too  common  a  mistake<» 
to  suppose  that  this  evil  is  confined  alone  to  the  slave-holding  Stateis, 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  the  great  and  growing  non  slave-holding  States, 
of  the  West,  look  with  the  most  intense  interest  to  the  operar; 
tions  of  this  Society,  chiefly  for  the  reason,  that,  through  its  prosperoueis 
prosecution  of  the  objects  it  was  founded  to  accomplish,  they  yet  hopp. 
to  rid  themselves  of  this  anomalous  population,  whose  existence  amongst 
them,  they  justly  consider  the  only  evil  to  which  their  conditiooi  »$., 
members  of  the  confederacy,  subjects  them. 

That  I  may  illustrate  what  I  have  asserted  in  relation  to  the  State  lirep?, 
resent,  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  a  brief  reference  to  her  jurisprudence 
as  connected  with  this  subject. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio  river  was  opgann 
ized,  comprehending  within  its  limits  the  country  now  occupied  by.  th^ 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  By  that  celebrated  ordinance,  so, 
often  the  subject  of  just  eulogium  in  this  Hall,  it  was  provided  that  neither, 
slavery  norinvoluntary  servitude  ever  should  exist  within  the  limits  of  this, 
territory,  while  it  continued  in  that  grade  of  government;  nor  in  the^ 
States  thereafter  to  be  formed  out  of  it.  Thus  the  emigrant  to  the 
West  was  led  to  cherish  a  hope,  that  in  his  new  situation  he  would  b«.. 
forever  relieved,  not  only  from  the  positive,  but  also  from  all  th©; 
incidental  mischiefs  of  negro  slavery.  Determined  to  efTect  thjs, 
object,  and  to  have  within  her  limits  no  human  being,  to  wjion^} 
she  might  not  extend  the  same  civil  rights,  which  she  would  acr, 
cord  to  any  other  citizen,  Ohio,  in  all  her  legislation,  has  been  studious, 
to  exclude  the  free  black  man  from  her  borders. 

In  conformity  to  this  policy,  our  Constitution,  while  it  gives  the  g«ne» 
ral  right  of  suffrage  to  all  white  male  inhabitants  above  the  age  of  twenr 
ty-one  years,  qualified  only  by  a  short  residence,  and  the  payment  •£  a, 
tax,  withholds  from  the  black  man,  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  thi|S 
sword  and  shield  of  freedom. 

These  austere  restrictions,  quite  incompatible  with  the  broad  declara-., 
lion  of  natural  equality,  thickly  scattered  throughout  that  instrunient, 
were  wisely  deemed  necessary  to  forbid  the  settlement  of  free  blacks.- 
within  our  territorial  limits.  Following  close  upon  the  heels  of  theseu. 
fundamental  laws,  very  early  in  the  legislative  history  of  the  state,  l»^s^ 
were  enacted,  providing  that  black  emigrants,  before  they  were  pernf>i>». 
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ted  to  remain  an  iiour  on  the  soil  of  Ohio,  should  give  bond  with  approyed 
resident  security,  that  he  or  she  should  not  become  chargeable  as  a  pauper. 
On  failure  to  do  this,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  certain  officers,  under  heavy 
penalties,  to  remove  such  person  to  his  or  her  last  place  of  residence. 
Famine  also  was  invoked  to  aid  leg-al  exaction  in  effecting  its  purpo- 
sefl.  Severe  penalties  were  imposed  upon  all  who  should  employ  in 
their  service,  any  one  who  had  not  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  ia  regard  to  settlement. 

Sir,  I  beg- you  to  mark  what  has  followed.     Such  was  the  miserable 
condition  of  this  caste  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  that  they  braved  all 
the  terrors  of  our  laws,  risked  removal,  starvation  and  disfranchisement; 
came  to,  and  in  despite  of  the  law,  remained  in  Ohio.     I  say  in  despite  of 
the  law,  for.  Sir,  the  law  could  not  be  enforced.     Although  I  recognize 
in  all  our  legislation  on  this  subject,   a  paternal  regard  for  the  internal 
quietude  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  I  mention  it  as  a  fact  honourabte 
to  the  character  of  our  population,  that,  when  put  to  the  test,  the  Jaw, 
in  all  its  severity,   was  seldom  carried  into  effect.     In  almost  every  in- 
stance where  the  courts  and  juries  of  the  country  were  called  trpon  to 
put  the  law  in  force,  a  powerful  sympathy  for  the  distressed  individual, 
overruled  the  less  exigent  considerations  of  public  poKcy.     In  this  in- 
stance we  attempted  to  exact  from  the  law,  what  no  law  is  competent  ta 
perform.     We  put  the  power  of  the  law  in  competition  with  a  power 
above  all  law — the  education,  habits,  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people. 
After  this  struggle  of  nearly  twenty  years,  between  obvious  public  du- 
ty, and  the  counteracting  and  more  powerful  influence  of  a  pervading^ 
and  irrepressible  public  benevolence,    we  have  found  ourselves,  at  the 
census  of  1830,    with  nearly  ten  thousand  free  blacks   in    Ohio.     Very 
like,  if  not  identically  the  same,  is  the  condition  of  pur  sister  State — In- 
diana.   I  think.  Sir,  that  no  one  present,  with  these  facts  before  him,  will 
believe  that  I  mistake  public  opinion,  when  I  assert  that  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  of  the  West  have  a  deep  and  enduring  interest  in  the  issue 
of  your  labours.  Whilst  I  mention  the  local,  and,  as  we  fondly  hope,  tem- 
porary causes  which  operate  in  Ohio  to  bring  to   your  aid  a  hearty  co- 
operation, I  feel  that  I  should  do  great   injustice   to   those  I  represent, 
were  I  to  confine  their  motives  within  a  circle  so  selfish  and  contracted. 
I  know,    Sir,  that  with  them,  an  ardent  and  sublimated  benevolence;  a 
deep  and  strong  religious  enthusiasm  point  to  this  Society  as  furnishing 
the  only  hope  of  the  reg'cneration  of  despoiled  and   benighted  Africa. — 
They  hope,  by  planting-  there  the  laws,   literature,   religion  and  institu- 
tions of  enlightened  Christendom,  to  make  a  late,   long  delayed,  though 
still  glorious  atonement  for  ages  of  unmerited   wrongs.     Whilst,  thiere- 
fore,    Mr.   President,  I  have   read  with   delight  of  the  rivers  of  charity 
which,  from  other  quarters,  are  flowing  in  upon  us,  it  gives  me  pleasure 
to  assure  you  that  our  rivulet  of  contributions  will  not  fail.     Small  though 
it   be,    it   has   a   deep   and    swelling    fountain    in    the  opinions,-  inter- 
ests and  institutions  of  Ohio;    a  fountain  which  will  never  be  dried  up, 
unless,  unhappily,   by  the  extinction   of  this  Society,    the  channel  shall 
be  choaked  up,  in  which  alone  its  waters  may  flow. 

Mr.  Holmes,  .Senator  from  Maine,  avowed  a  great  change  in  his 
opinions,  in  regard  to  the  Society.  He  had  ever  believed  the  design  of  the 
Society  benevolent;  but  had  long  doubted  whether  its  experiment  would 
prove  successful.  Mai,  the  remarkable  manner  in  which  the  hopes  of 
the  founders  of  the  Society  had  thus  far  been  realized,  had  induced 
him  to  look  closely  at  its  plan.  He  found  that  the  Southern  States,  which 
he  had  apprehended  would  do  least  for  its  object,  were  earnestly  engaged 
in  promoting  it,  and  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  emigrants  were  from 
Virginia  and  N.  Carolina.  He  had  feared  that  the  long  degraded  black 
iKian,  would  with  difficulty,    be  prepared   for  civilization   and  the  duties 
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they  will  carry  thitiier  witli  tliem  a  knowledg'e  of  our  free  Institutions, 
and  of  religion,  witlioul  wiiicli,  freedom  exists  nowiiere.  The  Society, 
he  believed,  must  do  much  g'ooJi  and  as  he  was  about  to  retire  from  bu- 
sy public  scenes,  it  would  be  his  delig'ht  to  promote  the  objects  of  tiiis 
Society.  \^'e  were  branded  as  ungiateful  and  inconsistent  advocates  of 
freedom.  But  wiio  introduced  slavery  amongst  us?  When  we  became 
free  our  slaves  could  not  become  so — the  experiment  would  have  been 
too  dangerous — the  only  mode  of  benefitting  them  largely,  was  by  re- 
moving them  to  Africa.  He  was  much  pleased  with  the  plan  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  it  should  have  his  support. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer, 

Resolved,  That  the  magiianimity  and  generosity  evinced  by  tlie  humane  and  pi-' 
ous  of  England,  who  have  come  forward  to  assist  the  objects  of  this  Society,  demand 
the  expression  of  our  warmest  thanks;  and  that  they  be  assured  of  tlie  sentiments 
of  esteem  cherished  towards  them  by  all  the  members  of  this  Institution. 

The  resolution  I  hold  in  my  hand  (said  Mr  J.)  is  but  a  just  tribute  to  the 
liberality  of  the  friends  of  this  Society  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
It  must  bring  joy  to  the  friends  of  this  Society  to  know,  that  the  kindred 
spirits  of  a  distant  land,  justly  appreciate  their  objects,  and  are  disposed 
to  co-operate  in  the  great  work  of  benevolence,  in  which  we  are  enga- 
ged. It  seems  proper  that  the  benevolent  and  pious  of  England  should  un- 
derstand that  we  are  not  insensible  to  the  magnanimity  which  has  prompt- 
ed them  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  evils  from  which  they  are  far  removed. 
The  liberality  with  which  they  have  come  forward  to  our  aid,  merits  the 
highest  praise;  and!  will  delay  the  expression  of  our  gratitude,  by  no 
eulogy  upon  the  character  or  proceedings  of  this   Society. 

Ou  motion  of  Z.  C.  Lee,  Esq.  seconded  by  Hon.  J.  W.  Tay- 
lor, 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  rejoices  to  know  that  the  cause  of  African  improve- 
ment generally;  has  made  large  advances  during  the  year,  and  to  believe  that 
Christian  nations  are  disposed  to  redress  the  wrongs  they  have  inflicted  upon  Af- 
rica, and  to  assist  her  in  rising  from  her  darkness  and  misery,  to  honour  and  happi- 
ness before  the  world. 

Mn.  President: — I  rise  (by  request)  to  ofFer  the  above  resolution; 
and  in  doing  so.  Sir,  I  cannot  fcrbear  to  express  the  pleasure  afforded  by 
the  very  interesting  and  eloquent  report  we  have  just  heard.  1  am  truly 
gratified  to  know  that  the  object  of  this  Society  has  at  length  excited 
the  sympathy,  and  enlisted  the  regard  of  the  philanthropists  of  Europe;. 
who,  by  their  influence  and  means,  are  now,  in  England,  giving  us  their 
support.  And  surely,  Sir,  if  the  spirit  that  prompted  VVilberforce  and 
Fox,  in  their  noble  efforts  to  overthrow  the  infamous  slave  trade,  has 
received  the  grateful  applause  of  mankind;  is  less  honour  and  praise  due 
to  the  British  statesmen  of  the  present  day,  whose  eloquence  and  opin- 
ions are  promoting  the  great  cause  of  African  colonization?  While  the 
former  have  denounced  and  punished  the  inhuman  robbers  who  despoil- 
ed and  depopulated  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  bore,  crowded  and  manacled 
in  the  gloomy  slave-ship,  hundreds  and  thousands  of  her  sons,  to  slavery 
and  death;  the  latter,  with  us,  are  now  successfully  labouring  to  restore 
to  that  ill-fated  country,  a  civilized  and  christian  population,  descend- 
ants of  her  native,  but  less  enlightened  children.  We  should  therefore 
bear,  with  sincere  gratulations,  the  promise  of  support  from  the  Old 
World.  France  also  is  beginning  to  regard  Africa  with  interest;  and 
the  subject  of  colonization  has  been  taken  up  by  an  enlightened  body 
of  philanthropists  in  Paris,  fi-om  whose  exertions  we  may,  ere  long,  ex- 
pect a  rich  harvest  of  usefulness  and  benevolence.  And  how.  Sir,  can 
h  be  otherwise?  The  claims  of  Africa,  that  once  proud  quarter  of  the 
globe,  must  yet  be  felt  by  all  Christendom;  and  the  glorious  work  of  her 
redemption  from  the  night  of  barbarism,  will  find,  I  doubt  not,  devoted 
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labourers  in  every  clime.  Associated  as  she  is  "with  the  stirring 
memory  of  thousand  years,"  how  touching  and  impressive  is  the  appeal 
she  now  makes  to  tiie  patriot  and  tlie  scholar;  for,  over  the  darkness 
that  has  for  centuries  covered  h«r,  the  light  of  the  past  is  still  undimmed. 

In  letters,  Africa  will  be  immortal.  It  was  from  her  rock  that  the  liv- 
ing waters  first  gushed.  What  a  field,  Sir,  does  she  not  present  for  the 
experiment  of  self-government — for  the  enjoyment  of  well-regulated 
hberty.  Shall,  then,  all  other  people,  whenever  and  wherever  strug- 
gling for  their  rights,  receive  our  sympathy  and  aid;  and  Africa,  the  land 
where  Carthage  triumphed,  and  where  Cato  died,  be  forgotten?  No, 
Sir,  though  long  neglected,  she  cannot  be  forgotten;  and  thanks  to 
this  Society,  through  its  means,  and  by  the  blessings  of  Providence,  she 
is  yet,  I  trust,  to  be  regenerated,  and  raised  in  the  scale  of  nations.  The 
star  of  her  destiny  is  rising  higher  and  brighter  on  the  world.  The  hor- 
rible slave  trade  has  been,  in  a  great  degree,  overthrown:  and  we  be- 
hold, at  this  moment,  on  the  sliores  of  Africa,^^  a  colony  of  freemen,  en- 
joying every  social  and  political  riglit,  and  diffusing  civilization  and  reli- 
gion among  the  native  tribes. 

In  stability  and  rapid  improvement,  Liberia  can  challenge  the  world 
for  its  parallfeF.  Not  more  than  sixteen  years  ago,  Sir,  in  this  city,  s 
few  unpretending  and  noble  philanthropists  assenjbled,  at  whose  head 
was  the  fate  i'udg'e  Washington,  a  man  whose  spotless  virtue  and  pro- 
feun<l  mind  adorned  the  seat  of  justice.  By  this  small,  but  devoted 
band,  the  foundations  of  our  Society  were  laid,  amid  difficulties  and  pre- 
judices, now  happily  overcome.  From  them,  under  Heaven,  the  voice 
has  gone  forth — "let  there  be  light  in  Africa;"  and  there  is  increasing 
light,  by  which  a  whole  nation  may  yet  be  guided  to  civil  and  religioiis 
liberty. 

And  should  we  not  indulge  a  national  pride,  when  we  reeolleet  tliat 
tllis  is,  emphatically,  an  Americax  cause,  first  asserted  by  us,  and  fibur- 
ishing  alone  under  our  own  glorious  and  "star  spangled  banner?"  It  is 
in  vain  now  to  doubt  its  practicability;  sixteen  years  have  tested  it,  and 
the  Colony  stands  self-vindicated  at  this  day,  in  its  present  prosperity 
and  success.  It  is  a  cause.  Sir,  worthy  the  age  in  which  we  live — worthy 
of  the  CQnsideration  and  regard  of  our  national  councils^for,  independent 
of  its  intrinsic  importance  to  the  African  race — apart  from  motives  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity,  it  strongly  addresses  itself  to  state  expediency,  which 
looks  only  to  ourselves  as  a  nation.  We  have  a  growing  population  of 
free  people  of  colour,  distinct  and  separated  from  us  by  their  character 
and  condition;  nominally  free,  it  is  true,  but  virtually  slaves — a  proscrib- 
ed and  degraded  caste,  whose  liberty  (if  liberty  it  may  be  called)  is  but 
negiiti\e,  giving  them  but  little,  and  exacting  from  them  every  tiling. — 
And  it  is  these  people  alone,  this  Society  proposes  to  colonize,  and  thus- 
relieve  our  country  from  an  acknowledged  evil,  by  cutting  ofF 
a  morbid  excrescence  from  the  body  politic,  whieh  has  tended  only  to 
impair  and  corrupt  our  social  system.  W  hile  our  own  interests  are  pro- 
moted, theirs'  are  also:  upon  the  soil  of  their  ancestors,  blessed  with  re- 
ligion and  laws,  how  changed  and  elevated  will  be  their  condition!  wha 
can  doubt  the  great  and  beneficial  res^ults  to  us  and  to  them?  In  this^ 
respect  at  least.  Sir,  our  Society  dispenses  a  noble  charity;  one  which  i» 
twice  blessed — it  blesses  them  thui  give,   and  them  that  receive. 

And  nwy  we  not  confidently  iioi)e  tliat  tiie  national  arm  will  soon  be 
extended  to  its  aid,  and  the  naiionul  treasury  contribute  lo  its  advancement.^ 

Sir,  all  grcut  and  glorious  enter  prises  Iiave,  on  their  commencement, 
encountered  opposition  and  jirejudices.  When  the  illustrious  discove- 
rer of  our  America  first  communicated  his  sublime  enterprise  to  the 
Spanish  Court,  with  what  scoffing  and  opposition  did  he  meet! — 
Visiojis   of  romance    were    credited  before    his — and,    driven   from  dif- 


ificuUy  to  dlfilcully,  Columbus  had  well  nigh  rdinqiiished  in  despaiT, 
the  prosecution  of  his  great  work.  In  the  prayers  of  Isabella, 
'however,  he  found  hope  and  encoiirag-ement;  her  influence  succeeded 
(and,  Sir,  wliat  chanty  on  earth  can  prosper  without  the  prayers  and  in- 
^uence  of  Woman)  in  extorting'  from  I'erdinand  the  little  aid  he  required. 
And  what  were  the  grand  results^  A  continent,  upon  which  tlie  rights 
of  man  have  been  established  on  sure  foundations.  Our  gloiious  repub- 
■lic — all  America  records  them. 

If,  to  Columbus,  the  s-igiit  of  this  new  world,  after  being  tossed  from 
tillow  to  billow  in  his  shattered  bark,  was  unspeakably  cheering — if,  to 
mankind,  hVs  discovery  has  been,  and  will  be,  through  all  time,  an  im- 
measurable good — if.  Sir,  the  birth  of  a  new  world  opened  a  glorious 
theatre  for  man — think  you  that  the  vessel  which  bore,  from  this  young 
republic,  the  germ  of  liberty  to  the  shores  of  Africa,  was  less  welcome, 
because  it  went  to  redeem  a  people,  and  not  to  discover  a  world?  and 
that  those  who  embarked  in  it  will  be  less  regarded  or  honoured  on  this 
account?  No,  Sir,  the  founder  or  founders  of  this  St)dety  have,  1  trust, 
like  Columbus,  given  to  mankind,  if  not  a  new  world,  another  repub- 
lic, destined  to  stand  by  the  side  of  our  America,  under  the  same  broad 
■flag,  and  bow  with  her  at  the  same  holy  altars. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Md. 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  view,  with  the  highest  gratification,  the  continued 
"efforts  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland  to  accomplish  her  patriotic  aihd  Ijenevolent  systeili 
in  regard  to  her  coloured  population,  and  that  the  late  appropriation  by  that  State, 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  African  colonization,  is  tailed  by  th* 
•friends  of  the  system,  as  a  bright  example  to  other  States. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Chambers  rose  and  said — 

That  the  duty  he  assumed  more  properly,  perhaps,  belonged  to  oth- 
'Crs.  After  the  praise  just  openly  expressed  by  the  Society,  towards 
the  state,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  citizen,  he  could  not  cfe- 
■cline  the  privilege  of  proposing  a  rote  of  acknowledgment  to  her  for  the 
active  and  liberal  aid  which  she  had  afforded  to   this  Institution. 

1  feel  proud  (said  Mr.  Chambers)  of  the  history  of  the  connexion  of 
3ny  State  with  this  Society,  Not  only  has  the  Society  enjoyed  the  patron- 
age of  some  of  our  most  distingui  sited  citizens,  but  Maryland  in  her  char- 
acter as  a  State,  has  expressed,  so  emphatically,  her  just  regard  to  the 
objects  of  this  Society,  as  to  have  elicited  from  the  Board  of  Managers 
an  expression  of  high  obligation  for  her  magnanimous  proceedings  in 
support  of  them.  The  measures  adopted  by  her  have  been  referred  to 
In  the  Report.  Besides  the  annual  appropriation  of  $1000  heretofore 
granted  from  her  Treasury,  her  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  appropria- 
ted $200,000,  and  placed  it  under  the  control  of  gentlemen  of  known 
zeal  and  intelligence,  to  be  expended  in  the  colonization  of  her  free 
people  of  colour;  and  by  this  act,  so  full  of  honour  and  advantage,  she 
has  manifested  her  purpose  of  prosecuting  a  system  of  measures  dictated 
both  by  humanity  and  interest.  It  is  indispensable,  however,  that  the 
object  of  this  Society  should  continue  to  be  what  it  has  been  professed 
to  be,  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  colour  only.  Maryland  will 
never  stand  opposed  to  the  Society  while  it  acts  upon  its  original  ami 
unexceptionable  principles,  and  pursues  a  fair  and  legitimate  course. 
There  is  no  sound  reason  to  impede  the  policy  of  Maryland,  or  to  slacken 
her  speed.  I  know  it  has  been  said  in  some  high  places,  that  for  a  State  or 
Government  to  connect  itself  with  a  Society  like  this,  is  rather  matt^'p 
for  humiliation  than  glory; — that  it  is  depreciating  the  ends  of  Govern- 
ment to  suppose  that  it  will  connect  itself  with  a  "petty  partnership^'  like 
this — "a«  irresponsible  body"  of  individuals  located  here  in  the  District, 
and  despotically  ruling  a  nation  in  another  quarter  of  the  world.  It  is  a 
task  far  less  difficult  to  apply   harsh  epithets,  than  to  use  sound  argu- 
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ment;  and  there  is  no  refuge  more  common  to  the  man  who  cannot  by 
good  reasons  resist  a  wise  measure,  than  to  employ  liard  words  and  ill 
names.  Have  those  who  thus  speak  of  the  Society  urged  arg-uments  or 
stated  facts  to  make  good  their  expression  of  censure''  Have  they  offer- 
ed tiie  evidence  to  prove  this  s.  petty  partnership  or  an  irresponsible  des- 
potism; or  did  tliey  expect  tiiat  at  this  period  in  the  iiistory  of  this  glori- 
ous Institution — in  the  meridian  lustre  of  its  benevolence,  and  sanctified 
as  are  its  objects  by  the  many  illustrious  names  which  it  numbers  amongst 
its  founders  and  its  patrons,  names  revered  by  all  who  here  and  elsewhere 
do  homage  to  the  best  virtues  that  adorn  the  man  and  the  christian — did 
these  enemies  to  the  Society  expect  that  at  this  day,  a  naked  assertion 
of  their  hostility  would  be  received  as  proof  of  the  bad  character  they  as- 
cribe to  it?  I  shall  not  here,  in  such  a  presence,  waste  words  or  time,  to 
vindicate  this  noble  charity  from  such  unauthorized  aspersions.  Sir, 
there  is  a  greatness  in  this  enterprise,  worthy  the  attention  and  the  aid 
of  every  State  in  tliis  Union.  Its  operations  connect  themselves  with  the 
improvement  and  tiie  happiness  of  millions.  The  eager  expectations  of 
our  people  look  to  it  with  intense  interest,  as  the  great  means  under 
Heaven,  of  effecting  an  object   of   the  first  importance  to  us  as  a  nation- 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  sometimes  hear  it  objected  to  this  Society,  that  it 
has  to  do  with  a  subject  of  extreme  delicacy,  which  must  be  approached 
with  the  utmost  caution, — that  when  we  touch  this  subject,  we  strike  a 
chord  which  vibrates  harshly. 

Sir,  I  reside  in  a  slave  State,  alive  to  all  the  jealousies  which  a  conside- 
ration of  this  kind  must  excite.  No  other  State  would  be  more  sensi- 
tive at  the  sliglitest  effort  to  withdraw  from  its  own  jiecuiiar  cogni- 
zance, the  exclusive  and  entire  control  of  all  questions  touching  this 
species  of  property;  none  will  go  farther  to  sustain  her  riglit  to  such  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction;  and  no  citizen  of  the  State  would  vindicate  that 
claim  with  more  untiring  zeal  and  firmness,  than  the  individual  now  be- 
fore you.  But,  sir,  the  apprehension  is  groundless — your  Constitution 
avows  and  your  whole  historj^  proves  that  no  such  purpose  exists.  This 
Society  interferes  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  no  one.  Who  lias  ever 
claimed  for  the  Society  or  for  tiie  National  Government  operating 
through  its  agency,  the  right  to  interfere  with  or  control  state  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  slavery?  There  may  be  individuals  in  tiiis  Society  as 
there  are  out  of  it,  who  intemperately  urge  the  subject  of  emancipation, 
and  would  desire  to  see  it  advance  quite  beyond  the  limits  of  prudence 
and  safety.  Such  enthusiasts  may  be  willing  to  make  any  Institution, 
Society,  or  Government  auxiliary  to  their  wild  and  mischievous  pro- 
jects; but  the  Colonization  Sociei)'  is  not  responsible  for  these  intemper- 
ate fanatics:  nor  does  it  countenance  or  encourage  their  schemes: — It 
interferes  in  no  way  with  the  rights  or  the  interests  of  ownei's  of  slaves. 
That  in  the  prosecution  of  its  legitimate  operations  and  by  affording  the 
prospect  of  comfort  and  respectability  to  the  man  of  colour,  it  may  ex- 
ert an  influence  altogether  of  a  moral  nature  favourable  to  emancipation, 
with  a  view  to  colonization,  may  be  admitted.  It  imposes  no  restraints, 
makes  no  demands,  assails  no  man's  rights,  nor  seeks  to  invade  the  vo- 
lition which  he  indulges,  or  to  disturb  the  enjoyment  of  what  the  laws 
secure  to  him.  Its  sule  and  single  object  is  the  colonization  of  the  free, 
and  with  tlieir  full  consent. 

I  am  well  persuaded,  that  the  course  of  Maryland  so  auspiciously  com- 
menced, will  be  perseveringly  prosecuted;  and  finally,  effect  all  the  purpo- 
ses which  the  most  benevolent  can  desire  The  Society  does  not  and  can- 
not estimate  too  highly,  the  influence  of  the  late  act  of  her  Legislature; 
and  I  am  sure  that  the  system  she  has  adopted  will  be  sustained  by  the 
general  voice  of  her  citizens:  they  will  not  be  misled  by  the  assertions,, 
ijiough  made  in  the  boldest  confidence  of  those  who  in  ignorance  or  preju» 


Xlll 

dice  denounce  your  g'anerous  and  benevolent  purposes.  Against  the  at- 
tacks of  such  persons,  your  history  is  a  triumphant  defence.  What  ynu  are 
and  wliat  you  have  done,  is  known  tiiroughout  the  world — known  to  bead- 
mired  and  applauded.  Mar)  land  will  never  be  reluctant  to  sustain  an 
Institution  over  which  her  venerated  Carroll  has  presided,  and  to  whose 
service  her  best  sons  have  devoted  tiieir  best  efforts. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  VVilliaras,  ofN.  C. 

Resolved,  That  the  Reverend  Clergy  who  have  taken  up  collections  in  their 
churches  for  the  benefit  of  this  Society,  merit  its  warmest  gratitude;  and  that  they 
be  invited  to  bring  the  claims  of  it  annually  before  their  people,  and  solicit  their 
contributions  for  the  advancement  of  its  cause. 

In  support  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  Williams  said — 

'I'he  Reverend  Clerg-y,  Mr.  President,  are  a  body  of  men  who,  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  must  be  entitled  to  great  weight  in 
any  country.  If  there  be  an  object  calculated  to  excite  their  zeal  and 
quicken  their  exertions,  it  must  be  such  as  is  designed  to  be  accomplish- 
ed by  the  Colonization  Society.  The  resolution  I  have  offered,  presup- 
poses that  tiie  ends  to  be  attained  hy  the  Society,  are  not  only  proper, 
but  likewise  practicable.  Coming  as  1  do,  from  a  Southern  State,  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  deemed  a  trespass  upon  your  time,  if  I  should  attempt  very 
briefly,  to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  Society,  and  to  remove  some 
prejudices  which  exist  in  relation  to  it. 

in  many  portions  of  the  Southern  country,  it  is  alleged,  that  the  ulti- 
mate object  of  the  Society  is,  to  abolish  tlie  tenure  b}'  which  persons  of 
colour  are  held  to  labor.  This  allegation,  sir,  is  unfounded.  It  is  not 
true,  that  the  Society,  either  at  its  formation  or  at  any  stage  of  its  pro- 
gress since,  Jias  ever  been  actuated  by  such  a  design.  1  happened  to 
be  present,  when  the  first  preliminaiy  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held 
in  this  city.  I  heard  the  Chairman  who  then  presided,  (now  a  distin- 
guished member  from  Kentucky,  in  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States*),  de- 
clare the  several  objects  for  which  the  Society  was  to  he  formed.  I 
heard  at  the  same  time,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, from  \'irginia,-|-  repeat  the  declaration,  and  reiterate  the 
objects  with  gre.at  minuteness.  In  all  this,  not  a  word  was  said  about 
abrogating  the  tenure  of  property  in  persons  of  colour.  So  far  from  it, 
it  was  distinctly  stated  on  liie  contrary,  that  with  questions  of  this 
sort,  the  Society  had  nothing  to  do^  that  the  operations  of  the  Society 
were  not  to  begin  until  all  questions  in  regard  to  slavery  had  ceased, 
or  been  finally  determined.  When  the  one  ended,  the  other  commen- 
ced so  as  not  to  produce  conflict  or  opposition  of  any  kind  whatsoever. — 
It  is  then  a  mere  delusion,  (perhaps  in  some  cases  worse  than  a  delu- 
sion) to  say  that  the  Society  designs  to  interfere  witli  the  established 
order  of  things  existing  in  any  of  tlie  Southern  States;  or  to  molest  in 
any  manner,  the  condition  of  the  coloured  population,  bound  to  service 
by  the  laws  of  the  land.  An  attempt  like  this,  would  produce  more 
evils,  than  those  for  which  we  seek  to  provide  a  remedy;  and  certainly 
it  will  never  be  made  by  any  of  those  wise  and  good  men  by  whom  the 
deliberations  of  the  Society  have  h.eretofore  been  controlled.  When  a 
slave  has  become  free,  then  and  not  till  then,  does  this  Society  extend 
to  him  the  hand  of  charity;  then,  and  not  till  then,  does  this  Society  con- 
fer its  benefits  upon  him,  and  translate  him  to  Afi'ica.  A!!  appreiien- 
sions,  therefore,  of  a  contrary  efl'ect,  from  the  operations  of  this  Socie- 
ty, are  unfounded,  and  should  be  dismissed  as  a  delusion;  as  a  delusion 
fatal  to  ourselves  and  ir.jurious  to  otliers;  as  a  delusion  which  tends  to 
the  injury  of  an  unfortvmate  and  helpless  race  of  human  beings,  who 
deserve,  and  who  ought  to  receive  all  our  sympathy. 

It  being  demonstrable  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  at  every 
stage  of  its  existence,  that  no  improper  or  illegal  designs  can  justly  be 

*Mr.  Ciay.  iMr.  Randolph. 
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imputed  lo  it,  it  remains  to  be  enquired  whetlier  the  objects  of  the  in* 
stitution  are  practicable.  On  this  point,  Mr.  President,  1  am  happy  in 
thinking,  tliat  there  is  no  room  for  doubt.  Whatever  doubts  might  have 
existed  in  the  first  instance,  have  long-  since  been  dissipated.  In  the 
history  of  nations,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  found  that  an  attempt  to  es- 
tablish a  colony  in  a  foreign  land,  has  ever  met  willi  greater  success.— 
The  settlement  at  James  Town,  at  Plymouth,  or  at  any  point  in  South 
America,  or  in  the  West  Indies,  could  not  boast  ot  more  favourable  au- 
spices, than  have  attended  the  settlement  in  Liberia.  Great  and  pow- 
erful nations  have  grown  up  from  those  other  settlements,  to  which  I 
have  alluded;  and  why  may  not  the  same  result  be  anticipated  from  that 
in  Liberia'  So  far  from  entertaining  doubts  or  fears  on  the  subject,  I 
think  we  have  every  reason  to  be  inspired  with  confidence,  and  to  be 
animated  with   zeal,  in  prosecuting  our  views  to  final  consummation. 

Suppose  all  the  tree  coloured  population  in  the  U.  States  to  be  trans- 
ported  to  Africa:  and  by  this  means  our  own  country  to  be  rescued  from 
an  evil  always  troublesome  and  often  perilous;  suppose  in  the  time  to 
come  that  a  great  and  powerful  nation  has  sprung  up  on  that  continent, 
devoted  to  tlie  principles  of  Christianity  and  cultivating  the  arts  of  civ- 
ilized life;  suppose  the  neighboi'ing  African  tribes,  now  involved  in  gross 
idolatry,  ignorance  and  superstition,  to  be  redeemed  from  this  deplora- 
ble state,  and  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  the  true  dignity  and  duty  of 
man;  suppose  the  slave  trade,  that  odious  and  detestable  traffic,  to  be 
effectually  suppressed,  to  be  denounced  and  punished  as  piracy  through- 
'outthe  world; — suppose  as  the  consequence  of  these  renovations,  that 
myriads  of  human  beings  have  been  rendered  virtuous,  intelligent,  and 
happy,  who  otherwise,  would  have  been  vicious,  uninformed  and  mis- 
<erable; — suppose  all  this,  and  }  ou  have,  Mr.  President,  some  inade- 
nquate  idea  of  the  magnificent  objects  contemplated  by  the  Colonization 
Society.  With  what  ardor  then,  with  what  zeal,  with  what  strenuous 
-exertion  must  the  lieverend  Clergy,  co-operate  with  us  in  all  our  efforts. 
It  is  their  peculiar  province,  to  teach  us  our  duty  in  works  of  benevo- 
lence and  deeds  of  chanty .  Yielding  obedience  to  the  precepts,  and  imi- 
tating the  example  of  tiie  master  whom  they  profess  to  serve,  the  Rev- 
erend Clergy  cannot  relax  in  their  exertions;  but  they  will,  on  every 
suitable  occasion,  bring  the  claims  of  the  Colonization  Society  before 
their  people,  and  solicit  contributions  for  the  advancement  of  its  cause. 
For  this,  men  may  thank  them  as  we  now  propose  to  do,  but  Heaven 
will  reward  them. 

On  motion  of  R.  S.  Finley,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  free  people  of  colour  throughout  the  United  States  be  as- 
sured that  this  Society  had  its  origin  in  the  most  benevolent  desirffs  towards 
them^  that  its  object  is  to  promote  their  happiness  and  usefulness;  and  that  it  be- 
lieves this  can  best  be  done  by  gradually  separating  them  (iciih  their  own  coniteni) 
IVora  the  white  race,  and  establishing  them  in  a  situation  where  they  may  enjoy 
those  privileges  to  which  tht-y  are  entitled  by    Nature  and  their  Creator's  will. 

Having,  for  nearly  three  years  past,  devoted  my  time  exclusively,  in 
endeavouring  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  cause  of  African  coloniza- 
tion, during  which  time  I  have  travelled  in  all  tlie  slave-holding  States; 
and  having  spent  a  consider^.ble  portion  of  that  time  in  Kentucky,  the 
Auxiliary  State  Society  of  Kentucky  has  done  me  the  honijur  to  select 
me  to  represent  their  views  at  this  meeting,  aitd,  after  its  adjournment, 
to  give  a  more  full  exposition  of  them  to  the  Board  of  Ntanagers. — 
But  as  the  evening  is  far  spent,  and  1  am  to  be  followed  by  persons 
more  able  than  m}  self  to  instruct  this  audience,  I  shall  withhold  those 
remarks,  which,  under  other  circumstances,  I  would  be  pleased  to  make. 
But  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  slave-holding  friends  of  colonization,  f 
in  part  represent,    forbear   to    state  one  or  two  facts,  whicli  have  come 
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under  my  own  observation,    and    wliicli  I   doubt  not,  will  tell  8trang'et3f 
on  not  hern  enra. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  tliut  a  prominent  object  of  this  Institution 
is  to  afford  the  means  for  a  sufe,  gradual,  and  voluntary  abolition  of  sla- 
very. And  it  is  this  view  oftiie  subject  that  const. tules  its  chief  glo- 
ry in  the  eje  of  its  slave-lioUling  friends.  I  know  that  much  pains  have 
been  taken  to  cakininiale  t)ur  bretliren  of  llie  South,  by  representing; 
them  to  be  the  advocates  of  perpetual  despotism.  From  an  extensive 
and  familiar  acquaintance  with  their  views  and  sentiments,  formed  upon 
actual  observation,  1  know  this  not  to  be  tlie  fact.  This  misrepresenta- 
tion of  Southern  views  came  in  a  shape  so  authentic,  as  even  to  deceive 
the  Board  of  Manag'ers  themselves.  A  few  days  since,  I  saw  a  letter  in 
the  office  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  written  in  the  summer 
of  1831,  by  a  gentleman  who  had  recently  visited  New  Orleans,  the  con- 
tents of  which  truly  surprised  me.  It  represented  that,  with  great  labor, 
he  had  done  a  little  in  that  city  for  the  cause;  that  he  had  formed 
a  small  Society  privately,  w  hich  fact  he  advised  should  not  be  publicly 
made  known,  for  fear  of  awakening  hostility;  that  it  had  been  suggested  to 
him  that  his  life  was  in  danger!  &.c.  Shortly  after  this  letter  was  written, 
I  proceeded,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  to  Nevr  Or- 
leans, with  a  company  of  emigrants  for  Liberia,  with  a  view  to  their  em- 
barkation at  that  port.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  I 
proceeded  to  the  Mayor's  office,  and  reported  the  arrival  and  destination 
of  the  emigrants-  I  announced  my  arrival  and  the  object  of  my  visit  in  the 
public  papers;  and  after  despatching  a  vessel  with  the  emigrants  to  Libe- 
ria, I  gave  notice  in  all  the  newspapers,  of  a  public  meeting,  to  be  held 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  on  a  Sunday  night,  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
ing an  address  on  the  subject  of  African  colonization.  'Ihe  meeting'  was. 
well  attended,  and  the  gallery  was  crowded  with  coloured  people,  bond, 
and  free:  I  entered  into  a  full  explanation  of  the  principles  and  operations, 
of  the  Society.  So  far  from  producing  any  alarm  or  disquietude,  the 
Louisiana  State  Colonization  Society  was  immediately  formed,  under  the- 
auspices  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men,  and  largest  slave-pro- 
prietors of  the  State.  This  Society  now  numbers  in  its  ranks,  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the  State  Legislature.  Several  per- 
sons authorized  me  to  forward  their  names  as  subscribers  to  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  on  the  plan  of  Gerrit  Smith,  one  of  whom  has- 
since  left  the  Society  a  legacy  of  $10,000.*  1  met  with  circumstances  of 
equal  and  even  greater  encouragement  to  our  great  cause,  in  other  parts- 
of  the  extreme  South  which  I  visited,  especially  in  Woodville,  Miss.  Au- 
gusta, Ga.  and  Charleston,  S.  C.  1  will  not  detain  you  by  entering  inta 
details.  It  is,  however,  due  to  my  feelings,  and  an  act  of  common  justice 
to  say,  that  the  generous  sympathy  manifested  for  our  cause,  in  the  places 
above-mentioned,  and  in  other  places  in  the  South  which  might  be  men- 
tioned, and  the  noble  liberality  with  which  it  has  been  patronised  by 
^hem,  is  above  all  praise. 

1  know  that  an  opinion  prevails  very  extensively  at  the  North,  that 
the  Southern  people  are  attached  to  slavery  in  principle — that  they 
would  not  get  rid  of  it  if  they  could — nay,  that  there  is  such  a  morbid 
sensibility  on  the  subject,  tiiat  they  will  not  s.ifFer  even  a  culm  discussion 
of  any  remedy,  however  feasible  aiul  ptacetul.  In  order  to  remove  this 
misapprehension,  I  have  merely  to  say,  tliat  I  have  publicly  discussed 
this  subject  every  where  in  the  Southern  States,  from  the  Eastern  Sliore 
of  Maiylaud  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  the  presence  of  hundreds  of  slaves 
at  a  time,  and  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  audience  to  which 
my  addresses  were  delivered — and  have  uniformly  represented  it  as  af- 

*  .\nother  bequest  to  the  Society  has  been  announced  of  equal  amount,  from  Mr. 
lieland,  late  of  New   Orlcaus. 
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fording  the  beat,  and  only  safe  means  of  gradually  and  entirely  abolisli-< 
ing  slavery.  Indeed,  so  well  is  tiie  moral  influence  of  the  operations  of 
this  Society  understood  in  the  extreme  South,  that  all  the  advocates  of 
perpetual  slavery  are  bitterly  opposed  to  it(  and  none  in  that  region  are 
its  advocates,  but  the  friends  of  gradual,  peaceful,  and  ultimate,  entire 
emancipation.  In  fine,  this  Society  is  drawing  the  line  in  a  distinct  man- 
ner, between  these  two  classes  of  people  at  the  South.  The  friends  of 
human  liberty  are  enlisting  under  the  banner  of  colonization,  and  the  ad- 
vocates of  perpetual  despotism  are  arranging  themselves  under  the  ban- 
ner of  its  adversaries;  and  it  requires  not  the  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foretell 
whose  principles,  in  this  age  of  reason  and  religion,  and  in  this  country  of 
universal  intelligence,  will  become  universally  popular. 

To  produce  the  final  and  complete  success  of  this  cause,  is  not  a  mat- 
ter which  is  left  to  the  choice  of  the  American  people,  but  is  urged  upon 
them  as  a  matter  of  necessity.  The  safety,  the  integrity,  and  the  honour 
of  the  Union  depend  upon  it.  Ar.d  I,  lor  one,  confess  that  I  have  no 
fears  for  the  perpetuity  of  this  Union,  and  I  have  as  little  fear  for  the  ul- 
timate success  and  final  triumph  of  this  magnificent  enterprise. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York  said— 
That  nothing  was  further  from  his  intention,  than  to  say  a  word  to 
this  meeting.  But  the  events  of  the  evening  had  awakened  feelings 
which  he  could  not  and  ought  not  to  conceal.  He  had  been  present  at 
the  first  meeting  on  the  subject  of  African  Colonization  ever  held  in  this 
city;  at  which,  the  venerated  father  of  him  who  has  just  addressed  us, 
(Mr.  Finlej'),  the  devoted  Caldwell,  and  tlie  Chairman  of  tliis  meeting 
were  present.  I  know  not  (said  Mr.  Taylor),  that  any  others  in  this  as- 
sembl}^  participated  in  the  deliberations  on  that  occasion. 

The  great  mass  of  the  community  then,  deemed  us  enthusiasts.  And 
of  enthusiasm,  weakness  is  the  frequent  accompaniment.  But  wdiat 
have  we  lived  to  see?  A  Society  which  has  e.\tended  its  influence  over 
the  land,  and  won  the  applause  of  distant  nations.  We  behold  the 
rich  contributing  their  thousands,  and  widows  casting  in  their  mites, 
and  foreigners  from  across  the  Atlantic,  pouring  their  treasures  into  the 
lap  of  this  Society.  You,  and  I,  Mr.  Presiident,  remember  how,  when 
and  where,  it  commenced.  Its  success  has  been  wonderful, — I  had  al- 
most said  miraculous  It  must  go  onward.  Almost  all  great  enterpri- 
ses may  be  traced  to  humble  beg-innings.  The  glorious  cause  of  liber- 
ty was  once  confided  to  a  frail  bark,  which  bore  a  feeble  band  across  the 
Atlantic.  Its  influence  is  now  spreading  and  enlarging,  and  must  reach 
the  great  family  of  mankind.  And  to  whom  was  the  work  of  destroying 
idolatry  and  introd!icing  a  pure  religion  committed?  To  a  few  individu- 
als; and  under  the  guidance  of  the  same  beneficent  Being,  who  prosper- 
ed them,  this  Institution  must  prosper. 

G.  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq.  rose  and  said, 

The  Kesolution  I  hold  in  my  hand,  calls  up  early  and  mournful  reflec- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  sustained  by  it  in  the 
death  of  B.  L.  Leak,  Esq.  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  whose  private 
virtues  and  public  usefulness  will  long  be  treasured  upin  the  memory  of  his  fi'iends 
and  the  cominunit}'. 

It  was  my  fortune  in  early  life  to  be  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  the  deceas- 
ed.  He  was  biun  in  the  house  in  which  I  lived;  his  father  was  one  of  my 
old  master's  earliest  friends.  1  should  have  known  him  well,  and  I  can- 
not forbear  to  add  my  humble  testimony  to  that  of  this  community,  and 
say  that  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  he  bore  himself  well.  He  was  a  good 
citizen,  an  admirable  son,  a  kind  husband,  and  an  affectionate  friend. — ■ 
As  it  has  been  left  me  to  speak  his  praise,  perhaps  this  short  eulogy  may 
be  sufficiently  comprehensive.     His  name  is  hailed  with  hsppy  recollce- 
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tionsfrom   Mount  Vernon.     W-ace  to  liis  ailies!  the  peace  wliicli  passes 
all  understanding,  shed  ils  intiuence  on  liis  soul. 

In  returning-  to  tiiis  scene  of  by-gone  labours  in  a  good  cause,  I  re- 
joice to  find  thiit  it  has  suiVered  nothing  during  my  absence  for  a  few- 
years.  Onward  is  its  march;  and  if  virtue  and  benevolence  are  in  the 
world,  they  are  found  here.  This  noble  charity  gains  friends  wherever 
it  is  known.  Among  older  nations,  it  has  found  those  to  speak  its 
praise.  Tlie  wise  ciarkson,  and  the  admirable  Wilberforce,  have  said 
that  the  people  of  the  new  world  have  cast  all  others  in  the  shade.— 
Our  establishment  of  Liberia,  a  thing  of  yesterday,  throws  all  their 
schemes  aside.  Our  little  Institution,  planted  but  the  other  day,  is  de- 
veloping energies,  unexpected  even  by  enthusiasts  in  the  cause:  civili- 
zation, \he  arts,  and  the  best  virtues  of  civil  life;  and  my  life  on  it,  the 
colony  which  the  Yankees  have  planted,  will  soon  furnish  men  to  pene- 
trate to  the  heart  of  Africa — to  disturb  there  the  lion  in  his  lair.  Have 
we  not  succeeded  in  our  experiment?  New  wonders  are  revealing  them- 
selves to  the  world.  Blind  man  may  not  see  that  in  this  rising  Colony, 
there  is  a  rising  empire;  but  the  day  will  come,  when  this  infant  will  go 
forth  with  giant  strength  on  the  race  of  glory.  The  colonial  monuments, 
the  wonder  of  after  ages,  will  bear  an  inscription,  gratitude  to  endless  gen- 
erations— to  this  Society;  on  their  colossal  fronts  be  inscribed  AstEiiieA. 
Whenshe  shall  have  done  the  work.  Sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  the'new  world 
will  have  sent  back  to  the  old,  the  most  sublime  empire  of  reason  and  law, 
ever  known  to  mankind.  She  will  have  planted  in  a  land,  once  illustri- 
ous, but  long  darkened  by  superstition  and  despotism,  the  institutions 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  and  savage  men  will  feel  their  influence, 
and  be  converted  to  civilization  and  Christianity. 

Sir,  I  see  through  the  long  vista  of  ages,  when  you  and  I  shall  \ong 
have  mouldered  in  the  dust,  the  most  glorious  results  from  the  opera- 
tions of  this  Society.  When  such  success  has  attended  our  experiment, 
who  will  say  this  is  not  the  most  feasible  plan?  Some  say,  colonize  in 
Canada.  Is  that  the  region.  Sir,  for  the  children  of  the  sun,  who  are 
barely  comfortable  at  a  temperature  of  98  of  Farenheit?  The  idea  is 
ridiculous — absurd.  Others  say,  establish  colonies  of  free  coloured  people 
in  the  far  West.  I  say  no.  We  want  all  the  West  for  ourselves. — 
"Westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its  way;"  and  soon  our  own  citi- 
zens will  tread  tlie  shores  of  the  Pacific.  By  oceans  alone,  are  we  to 
be  bound.  No,  Sir;  let  us  return  the  children  of  Africa  under  their  own 
blazing  vertical  sun;  the  climate  best  adapted  to  their  nature  and  habits. 

But  it  may  be  said,  it  is  cruel  to  take  these  people  from  their  native 
country,  across  the  Atlantic  wave.  Have  they  not  a  right  to  stay  here? 
Sir,  they  have  no  right  to  the  white  man's  country.  True,  they  have 
been  deeply  wronged,  and  let  us  restore  them  to  the  land  from  whence 
they  came.  There  they  may  be  masters;  the  land,  the  government  will 
be  theirs.  Let  them  plough  the  ocean,  till  the  soil,  or  explore  the  for- 
est. Be  it  so.  I  shall  envy  not,  but  rather  rejoice  in  their  prosperity. 
But  here  there  is  no  footing  for  the  coloured  man.  If  he  could  be  hap- 
py here,  if  he  could  be  placed  upon  a  level  with  others  here,  he  might 
stay;  but  here  he  can  shine  but  by  borrowed  light.  Let  him  go,  then, 
where  he  may  rule  alone. 

Perhaps,  Sir,  the  time  has  nearly  gone  by,  which  we  might  call  our 
days  of  triumph.  Difficulties  have  vanished  before  wise  and  perseve- 
ring effort.  Our  enemies  now  look  upon  this  Institution,  as  having  at- 
tained a  proud  height. 

Some  alarmists  tell  us  the  slave  population  is  to  be  freed.  And,  Sir, 
does  any  one  regret  that  the  hope  is  held  out,  that,  with  our  own  consent, 
we  shall  one  day  see  an  end  of  slavery'  Should  this  Society  be,  as  1 
doubt  not  it  will,   the  happ^v  means  of  producing  this  result,  it  will  be 
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fenowned  as  having  done  one  of  the  greatest  and  best  deeds  that  h»ve 
blessed  the  world. 

Since  I  last  addressed  yon,  our  venerable  President  has  been  gathered 
to  his  fathers.  Poor  indeed  were  my  praise  to  him  for  whom  a  nation 
mourns.  And  what  opened  upon  the  eyes  of  this  old  Roman  father,  to 
whom  an  all-wise  Providence  granted  almost  a  patriarchal  age?  Sir,  he 
had  seen  a  nation  rising  to  liberty,  and  power,  and  greatness,  and  hin»- 
self  hailed  by  successive  generations,  children,  and  children's  children, 
as  the  common  father  of  the  republic.  The  last  signer  of  the  charter  of 
our  liberties  is  dead,  and  mourned  by  a  mourning  world. 

As  an  old  servant  of  the  cause,  let  me  say  before  1  close,  this  cause  hsA 
a  warm  place  in  my  heart;  it  shall  have  my  best  energies,  and  latest 
prayers  for  its  success.  And  can  you  stay  the  march  of  liberty  over  the 
world.  No  power  can  stay  it.  It  gathers  the  force  of  mountain  torrents, 
and  all  things  give  way  before  it.  And  such  will  be  the  course  of  thi» 
Society.  No  power  can  stay  it.  The  Colony  you  have  planted  will  in- 
crease. The  General  Government,  the  State  Governments  will  lend  it 
their  munificent  aid.  Cities  will  grow  upon  its  heights;  mighty  oceans 
be  whitened  by  its  fleets;  and  the  day  will  come,  when  its  flag  will  re- 
ceive respect  in  our  ports  Sir,  this  republic  wants  but  one  thing  to 
make  her  what  her  founders  intended  she  should  be.  A  hundred  years 
may  elapse;  but  lives  there  the  American  who  will  not  hail  with  delight, 
the  expectation,  that,  at  the  close  of  a  century,  his  descendants  will  see 
this  an  entire  nation  of  freemen? 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Walter  Jones, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  receive  with  heartfelt  sympathy  and  approbatio», 
1h"  very  appropriate  and  well  merited  notice,  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  of  the  Society's  late  venerable  President,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Car- 
rollton;  and  that,  whilst  as  patriots,  we  cherish  the  memory  of  one  whose  name 
stands  so  conspicuous  in  the  early  annals  of  the  Republic,  we  are  confident  that  hi» 
enlightened  and  steadfast  support  of  the  views  and  objects  of  this  Society,  will 
enlarge  his  claims  to  the  respect  and  veneration  of  future  ages,  as  an  emiueut  con- 
tributor to  the  universal  cause  of  liberty  and  philanthropy. 

On  motion  by  the  Secretary, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  Richard  Smith,  Esq. 
Treasurer,  for  his  long  continued,  faithful,  and  gratuitous  services. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  0.  B.  Brown, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  the  Hon.  C.  F.  Mer- 
cer, for  the  able  and  dignified  mannsr  in  which  he  has  presided  on  this  occasion. 

Tlie  Society  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Col.  Burch,  to  the 
election  of  Officers. 

The  Secretary  stated  near  the  close  of  the  meeting,  that  there 
were  some  subjects  of  deep  interest  to  the  Society,  which  it  was 
desirable  to  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the  friends  of  the  cause 
then  assembled,  and  proposed  that  the  Society  should  adjourn  to 
meet  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  at  7  o'clock,  in  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Post's  church, 

Washington  City,  Jan.  22,  1833. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  met,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  1st  Presbyterian  church,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair. 

The  Recording  Secretary  being  absent,  Rev.  Mr.  Post  was  ap- 
pointed Recording  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 
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Mr.  Gurley  moved  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Society, 
according  to  a  draught  which  he  submitted  to  the  consideralioa 
of  the  meeting. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghujsen,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  draught  of  the  amended  Constitution,  as  proposed  by  Mr. 
•Gurley,  be  referred  to  a  CoDimittce  of  three,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  same, 
at  an  adjourned  mectin?  of  the  Society,  to  be  lield  in  this  place  on  Monday,  th« 
^8th  inst.  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  Mr.  Gurley  and  Mr.  Post  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair,   a  Committee,   according  to  the  above   resolution. 

Mr.  Gurley  also  presented  a  printed  paper,  containing  sub- 
jects for  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  which,  on  motion,  was 
referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

Mr.  Polk  moved 

That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ap- 
pointing an  Assistant  Secretary,  and  a  General  Agent  of  the  Society,  and  if  they 
deem  it  expedient,  to  make  said  appointments. 

This  motion  was  also  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 
On  motion,  the  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  this   place 
■on  Monday  next,  the  2Sth  inst.  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

January  2S. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  met,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  1st  Presbyterian  church,    at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.  J.  the 
Hon.  Mr,  Washington,  of  Md.  was  appointed  Chairman,  and 
Rev.  R,  Post  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  adjourned  meeting  were  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Md.  offered  the  following  Resohi^ 
tions,  which  were  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gurley,  laid  on 
the  table. 

'Resolved,  That  the  resolution'  of  the  Society,  adopting  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  election  of  officers,  be  reconsidered;  and  that  the  report  be  recommit- 
ted, with  instructions  to  the  Committee  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  last  year. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  give  time  for  such  examination, 
the  Society,  when  they  adjourn  to-night,  will  adjourn  to  meet  at  this  place,  at  7 
o'clock,  P.  M.  on  Saturday  evening  next,  the  2d  day  of  February. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  offered  the  following  Reso*> 
lutiou,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  on  Tuesday.  the22d  inst.  for  consider- 
ing the  plan  for  reorganizing  the  Constitution  of  the  Colonization  Society,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that  the  .ssubject  he  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  last  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  the  draught  of  an  amend- 
ed Constitution  of  the  Society,  which  wes  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer  moved  to  lay  the  Report  on  the  table, 
tfor  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolutions  previously  offered  by 
"himself. 

After  considerable  discussion,  during  which,  a  letter  from 
Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,    Esq.    resigning  his  seat  as  a  member 


of  the  Board  of  Managers,  was  received  and  read — Gen.  Jones 
moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  by 
adding  to  it  the  following  words: — "And  print  it,  together  with 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  Society,  and  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  members.'' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  report  on  the  table 
and  printing  it,  together  with  the  present  Constitution,  and  put- 
ting it  into  the  hands  of  the  members,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  McVean,  of  Georgetown,  the  Society 
thesn  adjourned  to  meet  again  in  this  place,  on  Tuesday,  the  5th 
day  of  February  next,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  following  is  the  new  Constitution  submitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Society. 

Art.  I.  This  Society  shall  be  called  "The  American  Society  for  colonizing  the 
Free  People  of  Colour  of  the  United  States." 

AnT.  II.  The  object  to  which  its  attention  is  to  be  exclusively  directed,  is  to 
promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  colonizing  (with  their  consent)  the  Free  People 
of  Colour  residing  in  our  country,  in  Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall 
deem  most  expedient.  And  the  Society  shall  act,  to  effect  this  object,  in  co-ope- 
ration with  the  General  Government,  and  such  of  the  States  as  may  adopt  regu- 
lations upon  the  subject. 

Art.  III.  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  shall  subscribe  these  arti- 
cles, and  be  an  annual  contributor  of  one  dollar  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  shall 
be  a  member.  On  paj^ing  a  sura  not  less  than  thirty  dollars,  at  one  subscription, 
he  shall  be  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  IV.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  Vice-Presidents,  a 
Secretary,  and  an  associate  Secretary  or  Secretaries,  a  Treasurer,  a  Recorder,  a 
Board  of  Directors,  and  a  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  V.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  consist  of  the  President,  Vice  Presi- 
dents, Secretary,  Treasurer,  Recorder,  and  Board  of  Mankgers;  of  the  Presidents, 
Vice-Presidents  and  Secretaries  of  the  several  Auxiliary  State  Societies;  of  such 
members  as  may  pay  at  one  time  (or  by  annual  sums  of  ^100  each)  five  hundred 
dollars  to  the  Society,  of  the  Managers  of  any  State  Fund  for  colonization;  and  of 
such  other  individuals,  as  either,  for  their  eminent  services,  or  weight  of  influ- 
ence, it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  appoint.  Se^cn  Directors  shall  be  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  quorum 

Art.  VI,  The  President  of  each  Auxiliary  Society  shall,  ex-officio,  be  entitled 
to  sit  and  vote  with  the  Board  of  Directors;  and  any  such  Auxiliaiy  may  send 
two  Delegates,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  privilege.  All  life  members  shall  be 
allowed  to  attend  and  take  part  in  the  deliberations,  but  not  to  vote,  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Art.  VII.  The  Board  of  Directors  shall  meet  annually  on  the  third  Monday  in 
January,  to  receive  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to  consider  and 
adopt  measures  to  promote  the  great  interests  of  the  Institution.  They  shall  have 
power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  have  occurred  in  their  number,  and  increase 
this  number  as  they  may  judge  best.  They  shall  elect  annually  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Society. 

Art.  Vin.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Society  and  Board  of  Directors,  and  to  call  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
whenever  he  thinks  necessary,  or  when  required  by  any  three  members  of  the 
Board, 

Art.  IX.  The  Vice-Presidents,  according  to  seniority,  shall  discharge  these 
duties  in  the  absence  of  the  President. 

Art.  X-  The  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Society,  take 
minutes  of  the  proceedings,  and  discharge  all  such  duties  as  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors or  Board  of  Managers  may  require.  And  the  Recorder  shall  record  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Board  of  Managers,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  niav  be  required  of  him. 

Art.  XI.  The  Tn-asnrer  shall  receive  and  take  charge  of  the  funds  of  the  So- 
ciety, under  such  secur.ly  as  niav  bo  prcscribsd  by  the  Beard  of  l^Ianagers;  keep 
the  accounts,  and  exhibit  a  statement  of  receipts  .ind  <xpendituro?  at  every  annu- 
al meeting-,  and  dischai-gc  >iuih  other   tiutiiy  as  may  be  rt  quire  J  of  him. 
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Art.  XII.  The  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of  the  Secretary  and  the  associ- 
ate Secretary  or  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  Recorder,  and  seven  other  individuals 
chosen  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  shall  meet  on  the  second  and  fourth  Mondays 
of  each  month,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they  may  deem  expedient.  They  shall 
conduct  the  business  of  the  Society,  and  take  such  measures   as  they  may  think 

£  roper  for  eftVcting  its  object,  with  the  counsel  and  approbation  of  the  Board  of 
•irectors;  and  make  annual  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Directors  and  to 
the  Society.  They  shall  also  fill  up  all  vacancies  occurring  in  their  number  du- 
ring the  year,  and  shall  make  such  by-laws  for  their  government  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary,  provided  the  same  are  not  repugnant  to  this  Constitution. 

Art.  XIII.  This  Constitution  shall  be  unalterable,  except  at  a  regular  annual 
meeting,  and  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  the  Directors  present,  or  by  a  general 
meeting  of  Delegates  of  Auxiliary  Societies  (to  be  equally  represented)  Which, 
at  the  request  of  any  three  State  Societies,  the  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  re- 
quired to  call. 

February  5th. 

The  American  Colonization  Society  met,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  1st  Presbyterian  Church  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Washington,  John  C.  Herbert, 
Esq.  Vice-President  of  the  Society,  took  the  Chair,  and  Rer. 
R.  Post  was   appointed  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  then  opened  with  prayer,  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
William  Meade,  D.  D.    Bishop  of  Virginia. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  adjourned  meeting  were  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jenifer,  of  Md.  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  six  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  take  into  con» 
sideration  the  resolutions  and  report  submitted  at  the  last  meeting,  and  report  up- 
on the  same  to  the  next  adjourned  meeting. 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Washington,  moved  to  amend  said  resolution, 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "adjourned  meeting,"  and  inserting  the 
words,  "annual  meeting  on  the  Zrd  Monday  of  January  next." 

After  considerable  discussion,  Mr.  Clarke  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion to  amend. 

R.  S.  Finley,  Esq.  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  amend  said  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  the  following  words,  "whether  there  was  any 
thing  unfair,  illegal,  or  dishonourable  in  the  election  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Society  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting;" — which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Jenifer,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

It  was  then  moved  and  carried,  that  the  Chair  appoint  said 
Committee  after   the  adjournment  of  the   Society  this  evening. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  same  place  on- 
Friday,  the  8th  inst.  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  Chair,  the 
Committee  on  Mr.  Jenifer's  resolution,  viz: — 

Hon.  Theo.  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.  J.;  Hon.  E.  F.  Chambers, 
of  Md.:  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  of  Mass.;  Hon.  Daniel  Jenifer,  of 
Md.;  Hon.  Wm.  S.  Archer,  of  Va.;  Hon.  E.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

February  6th. 
The  American  Colonization  Society  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, in  the  1st  Presbyterian  church,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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The  Hon.  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Md.  Vice-President,  took  the 
Chair,  and  Rev.  R.  Post  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  meeting. 

The  Throne  of  Grace  was  then  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ryland,  of  the  Methodist  Church, 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey,  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Chair,  on  Mr.  Jenifer's  resolution, 
adopted  at  the  last  meeting,  reported  and  moved  the  following 
resolutions,  viz: — 

1.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
«lected  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  and  not  of  the  former  Board,  to  resign  their 
seats. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  vacancies  which  may  thereby  be  created,  be  filled  with 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  last  year;  and  that  the  vacancy  produced  by  the  decease 
of  B.  L.  Lear,  Esq.  be  filled  by  the  election  of  a  new  member,  to  be  nominated  by 
the  nominating  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  Annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  make  any  change  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Society;  and  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  plan  of  a  new 
Constitution,  referred  to  this  Committee,  be  postponed  to  the  next  Annual  Meet- 
ing. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  true  and  single  object  of  the  Society  is  that  which  is  ex- 
pressed in  its  original  Constitution,  viz: — "To  promote  and  execute  a  plan  for  col- 
onizing, with  their  consent,  the  free  people  of  colour  residing  in  our  country,  in 
Africa,  or  such  other  place  as  Congress  shall  deem  most  expedient:"  and  that  this 
object  will  be  hereafter,  as  it  has  been  heretofore,  steadily  adhered  to. 

Mr.  Polk,  of  Washington,  moved  to  postpone  the  preceding 
resolutions,  with  a  view  to  take  up  one  which  he  would  then  pro- 
pose as  a  substitute,  which  he  read.  After  considerable  discus- 
•sion,  the  question  on  Mr.  Polk's  motion  was  taken,  and  decided 
3n  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  1st  and  2d  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  Committee,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  Ayes 
63,  Noes  57. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  Sd  resolution  reported 
as  above,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  4th  resolution  reported 
hy  the  Committee,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  unanimously. 

Richard  S.  Cose,  Esq.  was  then  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  according  to  the  ^d  of  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Mason,  it  was  ordered  that  a  copy  of  the 
1st  and  2d  resolutions  reported  and  adopted  as  above,  be  forward- 
ed to  each  member  of  the  present  Board,  who  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  last  year,  signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
of  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Gen.  Mercer,  the  Society  then  adjourned  sine 
die.  Attest,     R.  POST,  Secretanj  of  the  Meeting. 
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REPORT. 


It  has  become  the  first  and  most  painful  duty  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  on  this  occasion,  to  express  its  deep 
sensibility  under  that  dispensation  of  Providence,  which 
has  recently  removed  the  venerable  Pi-esidentof  this  Socie- 
ty to  the  great  assembly  of  the  illustrious  dead.  It  is  ne- 
cessary only  to  name  Charles  Carrol  of  Carrolton,  to  re- 
vive those  emotions  of  veneration  cherished  not  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Society  alone,  but  by  all  Americans,  towards 
that  aged  Patriot,  Philantliropist,  and  Christian,  who  was 
permitted  for  a  time  to  stand  the  sole  survivor  of  the  im- 
mortal band  that  signed  the  Declaration  of  our  national  In- 
dependence, and  whose  death  has  called  forth  evidences  of 
universal  regret. 

Although  since  the  origin  of  this  Society,  and  especially 
since  the  election  of  Mr.  Carrol  to  the  Presidency  of  it,  the 
infirmities  of  age  have  prevented  his  engaging  actively  in 
its  cause,  the  Managers  are  assured  that  this  cause  receiv- 
ed his  decided  approbation — that  he  expressed  his  unwaver- 
ing faith  both  in  its  holiness  and  practicability.  His  latest 
thoughts  were  given  to  it,  and  but  a  few  hours  before  his 
death,  the  pen  was  taken  for  the  last  time  in  his  trembling 
hand,  that  he  might  assign  over  to  the  Society  a  bequest  (of 
*IS10,000,)  entrusted  to  him  for  its  benefit.  The  demonstra- 
tions of  public  sorrow  throughout  this  Union  at  his  decease, 
have  spoken  far  more  impressively  than  any  language  the 
Managers  could  select,  his  private  virtues  and  eminent  use- 
fulness as  a  friend  of  his  country  and  mankind. 

The  Managers  have  also  the  melancholy  office  of  record- 
ing the  sudden  death  of  B.  L.  Lear,  Esq.  a  member  of  the 

*   From  the  late  Judge  Workmau. 


Board,  in  whose  character  the  strictest  prineiples  of  Lonoar 
and  integrity  were  united  with  the  gentlest  and  kindest  feel- 
ings of  the  heart.  The  powers  of  iiis  vigorous  and  well- 
disciplined  mind  were  ever  usefully  employed,  and  his  du- 
ties, social  and  public,  discharged  with  ardent  zeal  and 
rare  fidelity.  Frank  and  fearless  in  the  avowal  of  his 
own  opinions,  ho  considered  with  candour  the  opinions  of 
others,  gi'anting  to  them  every  right  which  he  claimed  for 
himself.  Firmly  convinced  of  the  importance  of  this  Soci- 
ety, he  attended  regularly  at  the  meetings  of  the  Managers: 
cheerfully  subtracting  large  portions  of  time  from  the  duties 
of  an  arduous  profession,  and  employing  them  to  aid  a  cause 
that  promised,  in  his  judgment,  magnificent  contributions 
to  the  freedom,  virtue,  and  happiness  of  mankind.  He  is 
taken  from  us  in  the  fulness  of  his  strength  and  the  prime 
of  his  usefulness;  and  while  the  Managers  would  be  ever 
mindful  of  his  example,  they  would  solemnly  attend  to  the 
voice  of  Providence,  which  admonishes  them  by  his  death,  to 
labour  diligently  w  hile  it  is  day,  because  the  night  soon 
Cometh  in  whicli  no  man  can  work. 

In  the  review  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  which  the  Man- 
agers propose  to  take,  they  invite  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
eral meeting,  first,  to  the  condition  and  progress  of  the 
Colony. 

It  was  stated  in  tiie  last  Report,  that  measures  bad  been 
adopted  for  exploring  the  country  adjacent  to  the  Colony, 
and  purchasing  siich  territory  as  might  be  most  eligible  for 
new  settlements.  It  was  also  mentioned  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  favourable  representations  made  of  Grand 
Bassa,  directions  liad  been  given  that  a  settlement  should 
be  forthwith  founded  at  that  place.  Though  this  object  Ir 
not  yet  effected,  the  delay  in  regard  to  it  has  enabled  the 
Colonial  Agent  to  make  arrangements  to  accomplish  it 
speedily,  with  all  advantages  for  promoting  the  health,  se- 
curity, and  prosperity,  of  the  settlers.  He  has  visited  the 
country,  conferred  with  the  native  chiefs,  paid  the  amount 
remaining  due  for  Factory  Island  (granted  to  the  Society 


ilai-ing  the  agency  of  Mr.  Aslimun),  purcliascd  a  valuable 
tract  of  land  on  the  western  bank  of  St.  Jolin'.s  River,  to- 
gether with  four  large  islands  within  the  river,  and  obtain- 
ed a  pledge  from  the  late  owners,  that  suitable  buildings 
shall  be  constructed  in  the  native  style,  at  their  expense, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  first  emigrants.  The  obser- 
vations of  the  Colonial  Agent  have  confirmed  the  Board  in 
the  opinion,  that,  in  fertility  of  soil,  variety  and  value  of 
products,  and  abundance  of  animals,  Grand  Bassa  is  ex- 
ceeded by  no  country  on  the  coast.  An  intelligent  and 
confidential  colonist  has  been  sent  to  this  place,  to  com- 
plete all  arrangements  for  commencing  a  settlement;  and 
hy  the  last  advices,  we  were  informed  that  all  things  would 
be  in  readiness  for  this  purpose  in  the  course  of  five  ov 
six  weeks. 

Possession  has  also  been  obtained  of  a  tract  of  land  at 
tirand  Cape  Mount;  a  position  mentioned  in  former  Re- 
ports, as  eminently  advantageous  for  trade,  and  from  which 
the  annual  exports  are  now  estimated  at  from  60  to  ^70,- 
OOO.  Tlie  territory  here  ceded  to  the  Society,  is  situated 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  sea,  on  the  shore  of  a  lake, 
about  twenty  miles  in  length,  navigable  for  small  vessels, 
and  into  which  flow  several  rivers,  affording  important  fa- 
cilities for  commerce  with  tlie  interior.  The  chiefs  of  the 
country,  wIjo  are  thought  to  be  more  advanced  in  civili- 
zation than  any  others  soutli  of  Sierra  Leone,  have  granted 
an  unquestionable  title  to  this  land,  on  the  sole  condition 
that  settlers  shall  be  placed  upon  it,  and  that  schools  shall 
be  established  for  the  benefit  of  native  children.  Some  of 
these  chiefs  having  obtained  the  rudiments  of  an  English 
education  in  Liberia,  expressed  earnest  desires  that  the 
benefits  of  instruction  should  be  afforded  to  their  country- 
men, and  the  young  men  declared  their  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  laws  of  the  Colony,  and  their  willingness  to 
make  further  grants  of  land,  to  any  extent  desired,  when-** 
ever  the  terms  of  the  present  negotiation  shall  have  been 
fulfilled.     The  spot  selected  for  a  settlement  is  said  to  be 


liealthy,  and  the  soil  capable  of  producing  almost  every 
thing  of  value  that  grows  within  t!»e  tropics. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Colonial  Agent  to  examine,  ill 
conformity  with  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  the  country 
above  the  falls,  on  the  St.  Paul's  River,  which,  from  the 
best  accounts,  is  more  salubrious,  and  at  least  of  equal  fer- 
tility with  any  other  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Colony.  The 
Managers  propose,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  found 
and  multiply  settlements  on  the  high  lands  of  the  interior. 

The  Health  of  the  Colony  has  never  been  better  or  more 
general  tlian  during  the  last  year.  The  skilful  and  unre- 
mitted efforts  of  the  Colonial  Physicians,  have  been  re- 
markably successful,  and  greatly  diminished  the  danger  to 
which  newly  arrived  emigrants  are  exposed;  and  there  are 
the  best  grounds  for  hope,  that  more  experience,  the  clear- 
ing of  the  lands  and  the  early  removal  of  such  emigrants  to 
stations  at  some  distance  from  the  coast,  will  still  further 
reduce  the  danger  resulting  from  the  influence  of  the  cli- 
mate. 

In  reporting  the  state  of  health  among  the  emigrants,  by 
several  expeditions,  Dr.  Todsen  remarks: — "You  will  see, 
by  the  above,  that  the  mortality  little  exceeds  that  experi- 
enced in  the  most  healtl)y  countries  of  the  world.  Had 
these  people  been  transported  to  England  or  any  other  Eu- 
ropea»  soil,  the  probability  is,  that  the  number  lost,  would 
fully  equal  the  within."  In  another  letter  he  writes,  "I  have 
no  doubt,  that  even  emigrants  from  the  North,  if  they  be 
placed  and  provided  for  in  a  proper  manner,  may,  with  few 
exceptions,  be  carried  safely  through  the  fever  and  enjoy 
the  same  health  as  in  the  United  States." 

It  gives  the  Board  pleasure,  to  state,  that  the  colonists 
have  become  generally  and  deeply  sensible  of  the  primary 
importance  of  Agriculture;  and  have  engaged  in  it  with  a 
degree  of  resolution  and  energy,  that  must  ensure  success. 
*'Our  settlementss"  writes  the  Colonial  Agent,  ''every 
where  present  the  cheering  evidence  of  enterprise  and  im- 
provement."    *'Most  of  the  emigrants  who  arrived  in  the 


lew  last  expetlitioiis,  liave  already  the  piomisc  of  their  la- 
bours being  rewai-ded  by  abuiulant  crops."  The  attention 
of  several  of  the  most  respectable  colonists,  has  been  turn- 
ed to  the  cultivation  of  coflfee^  and  twenty  thousand  trees 
have  been  planted  by  a  single  individual.  The  recaptured 
Africans,  who  occupy  two  neat  villages,  about  three  miles 
from  Caldwell,  are  very  contented  and  industrious,  and 
their  gardens  and  farms  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
At  one  of  these  villages,  the  Agent  lately  observed  "one 
tract  of  150  acres  planted  with  cassada,  interspersed  with 
patches  of  indian  corn  and  sweet  potatoes^  and  he  remarks 
''that  they  raise  not  only  sufficient  for  their  ownconsum^)- 
tion,  but  a  considerable   surplus  produce  for  the  market." 

Desirous  of  exciting  still  more  a  spirit  of  agricultural 
enterprise  among  the  colonists,  the  Managers  appointed  a 
committee  some  months  ago,  to  consider  what  means  might 
best  be  employed  for  this  end.  The  report  made  by  this 
committee  and  adopted  by  the  Board,  proposes  to  allow 
premiums  to  such  as  shall  within  a  reasonable  time  raise 
the  largest  quantities  of  the  most  necessary  and  useful  pro- 
ducts, also  to  such  as  shall  first  train  cattle  to  labour,  and 
use  the  plough  in  cultivation;  that  the  introduction  of  cer- 
tain valuable  animals  should  in  the  same  way  be  encouraged; 
that  various  seeds,  fruit  trees  and  vines,  be  sent  to  the 
Colony;  that  an  assortment  of  agricultural  implements  be 
entrusted  to  the  Colonial  Agent,  to  be  sold  at  moderate 
prices  to  the  settlers;  and  that  a  public  garden  shall  be  put 
in  cultivation,  wherein  may  be  shewn  by  careful  experi- 
ments, what  indigenous  or  exotic  plants,  fruits  and  vege- 
tables will  best  reward  the  labours  of  the  husbandman. 

No  time  will  be  lost  in  carrying  completely  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  this  report,  which  can  hardly  fail  to  increase 
the  industry  and  energy  with  which  the  colonists  are  begin- 
ning to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Commerce  has  advanced  during  the  year,  and  new  aven- 
ues for  communication  and  trade  have  been  opened  with  the 
tribes  of  the  interior.      Caravans  from  a  considerable  dis- 


tanee  have  visited  the  Colony,  and  the  people  of  the  De/ 
country,  have  agreed  to  permit  traders  to  pass  without  delay 
or  molestation,  tlirongh  their  territories  to  the  colonial  set- 
tlements. They  had  heen  in  the  hahit  of  ohstriicting  tlie 
trade,  hy  compelling  tlie  remote  natives  to  employ  them 
as  their  commercial  agents,  and  thus  monopolizing  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  country,  and  raising  their  price  in  the 
market. 

By  the  treaty  they  have  signed,  the  whole  channel  of 
trade  v>'ith  the  reraole  tribes,  is  left  clear,  which  must  in- 
crease greatly  hoth  its  measure  and  value.  During  the 
year  preceding  the  first  of  May  last,  59  vessels  had  visited 
the  port  of  Monrovia,  of  whicli  thirty-two  were  American, 
twenty-five  English,  and  two  French.  The  exports  du* 
ring  the  same  period,  (consisting  clsieiiy  of  camwood,  ivo^ 
ry,  palm  oil,  tortoise  shell  and  gold,)  amounted  to  S125,- 
549.  IG — of  imports,  to  §80,000 — and  the  merchandize  and 
produce  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  to  ^47,400. 
The  Colony  is  becoming  known  to  tribes  far  distant  from 
the  coast,  and  Mandingo  traders  and  others  have  visited  it 
from  the  borders  of  Foota  Jallo. 

Though  in  the  view  of  the  Managers,  it  is  essential  that 
Liberia  should  become  an  agricultural  colony,  and  there^- 
fore  that  no  measures  should  be  adopted  tending  to  elevate 
commerce  at  the  expense  of  agriculture;  yet  the  inconveni- 
ences arising  from  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium,  have 
caused  them  to  resolve  on  introducing  a  small  quantity  of 
coin.  It  is  proposed  that  this  coin  shall  bear  appropriate 
devices  and  inscriptions,  and  that  the  amount  shall  in  no 
degree  exceed  what  may  be  required  by  the  actual  necessi- 
ties of  the  Colony. 

The  great  interests  of  Education  have  been  earnestly 
considered  by  the  Board  and  the  Colonial  Agent,  and  the 
Managers  report  a  manifest  improvement  in  the  state  of  the 
Schools  and  the  general  desire  of  the  colonists  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge.  There  are  six  day  schools  for  chil- 
dren and  one  evening  school  for  adults,  comprising  altoge- 
ther S96  pupils.     The  two  female  schools  (one  at  Monrovia 


and  the  other  at  Caldwell,)  are  attended  by  99  girls,  aud 
the  salaries  of  their  respectable  and  well-qualified  teachers 
are  defrayed  by  a  Society  of  benevolent  ladies  in  Phila- 
delphia. Inadequacy  of  funds  alone  has  prevented  the  es- 
tablishment of  schools  among  the  recaptured  Africans,  who 
are  importunate  for  means  of  education;  but  the  Board  re- 
joice to  learn  that  the  charity  of  the  ladies  just  mention- 
ed, will  satisfy  the  wishes  of  these  Africans;  and  that  un- 
der their  patronage,  a  teacher  for  them,  of  competent  abili- 
ty and  excellent  character,  has  already  sailed  for  Liberia. 
Many  of  these  people  can  now  read,  and  a  Sunday-school 
(of  which  there  are  several  in  the  Colony)  has  been  estab- 
lished among  them:  some  of  their  own  number  acting  as 
teachers.  Some  regulations  have  been  adopted,  which  it 
is  thought  w  ill  render  the  colonial  revenue  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  a  general  system  of  common-school  educa- 
tion, by  which  alone,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Managers,  the 
Colony  can  have  power  of  seif-prescrvation,  or  of  salutary 
influence  over  the  natives  of  Africa. 

A  High-school  or  Seminary,  which  should  prepare  youth 
not  only  to  become  able  teachers  of  the  most  useful  branch- 
es of  knowledge,  but  to  fulfil  successfully  their  duties  as 
public  officers  or  ministers  of  religion,  would  prove  of  vast 
benefit;  and  the  Managers  feel  encouraged,  by  a  munificent 
donation  of  §2000  from  Henry  Sheldon,  Esq.  of  New 
York,  and  of  S400  *from  another  distinguished  friend  of  the 
Society,  to  be  invested  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support 
of  such  an  Institution,  to  hope  that  one  may  soon  be  estab- 
lished on  a  broad  and  lasting  foundation.  To  this  object, 
the  Managers  cannot  hesitate  to  invite  contributions,  and 
to  express  their  anxious  desire  that  the  fund  set  apart  for 
it,  may  be  sufficiently  increased,  not  only  to  found  the  Se- 
minary, but  to  secure  its  permanent  prosperity.  They 
would  remind  the  wealthy  and  liberal,  that  charity  for 
such  an  object,  may  rear  for  them  the  noblest,  because  the 
most  useful  and  durable  of  monuments,  and  that  by  endow- 
ing an  Institution  of  learning,  such  as  Liberia  now  needs, 

*  The  Hon,  C.  F.  Mercer. 
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t'i4cy  will  not  onlj  prolong  their  life  in  the  memories  and 
affections  of  men,  hut  form  the  manners,  enlighten  the  un- 
derstandings, and  exalt  the  characters  of  future  genera- 
tions. 

The  relations  of  the  Colony  totiie  native  tribes,  arc  at 
present,  of  the  most  friendly  character;  and  it  has  ever 
been  the  desire  of  the  Board  and  of  the  authorities  of  Li- 
beria, to  maintain  peace  by  strict  adlicrence  to  justice,  and 
by  such  acts  of  courtesy  as  best  express  tiie  humane  and  be- 
nevolent feelings  of  the  heart.  Unfortunately  in  the  early 
part  of  last  year,  a  controversy  arose  between  some  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  Dey  country  and  the  Colonial  Government, 
that  soon  increased  to  hostilities,  which  proved  however, 
but  of  short  duration.  Several  slaves  about  to  be  sold, 
escaped  from  one  of  these  chiefs  and  sought  protection 
among  the  recaptured  Africans  of  the  Colony.  A  demand 
being  made  for  them,  the  Agent  requested  the  chief  to  visit 
the  Colony  and  declared  himself  ready  to  do  justice  in  the 
case.  Th.s  chief  never  complied  with  the  request,  but 
soon  after  died,  and  his  sons  immediately  resolved  on  war, 
and  endeavoured  to  secure  the  support  of  the  Dey  and  Gur- 
rah  Kings.  Several  of  the  Dey  chiefs  openly  united  with 
them,  while  the  Gurrah's  secretly  furnished  men  for  the 
contest.  A  few  of  the  colonists  were  seized  and  impri- 
soned; one  of  the  recaptured  Africans,  in  attempting  to  es- 
cape, was  severely  wounded;  and  the  town  of  a  native 
chieftain  (a  few  miles  from  Caldwell)  strongly  fortified  as 
a  place  of  retreat  for  the  aggressors.  A  messenger  sent 
to  the  enemy  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  w  as  treated  with  con- 
tempt; and  the  settlements  of  Caldwell  and  Millsburg 
threatened  with  destruction.  Abotitone  hundred  recaptur- 
ed Africans  were  despatched  against  the  hostile  force  on 
the  irth  of  March,  but  on  approaching  the  fortified  town, 
they  met  with  a  repulse  and  were  compelled  to  retreat  with 
the  loss  of  one  man.  Prompt  and  energetic  measures  were 
now  required.  The  Colonial  Agent,  therefore,  on  the  20tb, 
placed  himself  at  the  head  of  a  part  of  the  colonial  forces, 


amounting  to  270  men,  took  with  him  a  small  piece  of  ar- 
tillery, and  after  a  fatiguing  march,  on  the  21st,  arrived 
in  front  of  the  fortifications  at  the  town  just  mentioned, 
at  half  past  one  at  night.  An  attack  was  instantly  made 
upon  the  barricade,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  the  colo- 
nists were  in  possession  of  the  town.  For  twenty  min- 
utes the  fii'ing  on  both  sides  was  incessant.  The  loss  to  the 
colonists,  was  one  killed  (Lt.  Thompson),  and  two  wound- 
ed; that  of  the  natives,  fifteen  killed  and  many  wounded. 
Kai  Pa,  the  instigator  of  the  war,  received  a  wound  when 
about  to  apply  the  match  to  a  tliree-puunder,  which  doubt" 
less  prevented  a  much  greater  destruction  of  lives.  The 
courage  and  ability  exhibited  by  the  Colonial  Agent,  as 
well  as  by  the  officers  and  raen  under  his  command,  on  this 
occasion,  has  left  ah  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  nativei^ 
which  it  is  believed  will  effectually  deter  them  fi^m  any 
future  attempts  to  disturb  the  public  peace. 

Six  of  the  Dey  Chiefs  appeared  at  Monrovia  on  the  SOfh 
of  the  same  month,  and  signed  a  treaty  of  pei-petual  amity 
and  peace  with  the  Colony,  by  which  it  is  agreed  that  tra- 
ders from  the  irtterior  shall  be  allowed  a  free  passage 
through  their  territories,  and  tliat  all  matters  of  difference 
which  may  arise  between  citizens  of  Liberia  and  the  Dey 
people,  with  the  evidences  thereon,  sliall  be  referi-ed  for 
consideration  and  decision  to  the  Colonial  Agent.  While 
the  necessity  of  self-defence  in  any  case,  cannot  be  too  deep- 
ly regretted,  and  while  the  love  of  peace  should  be  cherish- 
ed as  heavenly  in  its  nature,  and  most  benign  in  its  effects, 
the  Managers  still  hope  that  the  late  contest  will  be  follow- 
ed by  benefits  of  sucli  magnitude  and  value,  as  immensely 
to  outwei2;h  the  evils  that  attended  its  existence.  That  the 
Colonial  Government  has  secured  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tives, generally,  in  its  neighbourhood,  is  certain.  "You 
can  have  no  idea,"  says  the  Colonial  Agent,  of  the  favoura- 
ble impressions  we  have  made  on  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try; they  are  constantly  sending  messages,  re(|uesting  us  to 
settle  at  different  points  on  the  coast  from  Cape  Mount  to 
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below  Trade  Town  (about  140  miles);  and  means  only  are 
wanting  to  enable  us  to  occupy  any  portion  of  the  coast  be- 
tween these  two  points." 

The  Managers  are  convinced  that  Liberia  is  now  prepay 
red  to  receive  a  muchlarger  numberof  emigrants  annually, 
than  the  means  of  the  Society  have  heretofore  enabled  it  to 
colonize.  They  believe  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  resources  of  the  Society  will  ever  exceed  the  de- 
mands for  aid  from  those  anxious  to  emigrate,  or  the  ca- 
pabilities of  the  Colony  to  afi'ord  accommodation  and  sub- 
sistence to  those  w!io  may  clioose  it  as  their  residence. — 
Thus  far,  the  slowness  of  its  growth  may  liave  been  an  ad-* 
vantage.  But  with  a  government  well  established  upon 
the  popular  will;  an  extensive  tcrritoi-y,  easy  of  cultivation 
and  abundantly  productive;  a  })opyhi(ion,  mostly  sober, 
industrious  and  enterprising;  w  ith  schools  and  churches, 
courts  of  justice,  and  a  periodical  press;  and  in  fine,  with 
the  order  and  resolution  of  a  people  alive  to  their  privileges, 
and  determined  to  improve  and  perpetuate  them,  this  Col- 
ony now  invites  all  worthy  (ree  ])ersons  of  colour  to  seek 
an  asylum  within  its  limits. 

Tliousands  miglit  be  safely  introduced  in  a  single  year, 
provided  temporary  buildings  should  be  consti'ucted,  and 
some  provision  made  for  their  accommodation  and  support 
during  a  few  montlis  after  their  arrival;  and  for  this  object, 
an  allowance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  to  eacii  emigi'ant 
would  probably  be  sufficient.  Were  one  or  even  two  hun- 
dred tliousand  dollars  entrusted  to  the  Society,  it  might 
be  well  expended  before  the  close  of  the  year,  in  removing 
emigrants,  and  in  preparing  for  larger  numbers  to  succeed 
them.  Tlie  experiment  of  African  colonization  has  been 
successfully  tried;  but  it  remains  to  be  shewn  whether  this 
work,  the  practicableness  and  utility  of  which  have  been 
thus  demonstrated,  is  to  be  sustained  by  a  liberality,  and 
conducted  forward  by  a  boldness  and  energy  corresponding 
to  its  magnitude  and  importance.     So  great  a  work,   it  is 
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true,  is  not  to  be  done  in  a  day.  But  if  ever  to  be  com- 
pleted, it  is  time  to  engage  in  it  with  an  amount  of  means 
and  a  comprehensiveness  and  vigour  of  measures,  tliat 
shall  throw  into  sliade  all  the  past  aids  and  efforts  of  the 
Society.  Expediency  dictates  that  this  work  should  be 
progressive:  the  number  of  emigrants  should  doubtless  in- 
crease with  each  succeeding  year;  and  as  much  must  depend 
upon  the  habits  of  the  early  settlers,  some  selection  should 
be  made  among  those  who  first  offer,  yet  the  Board  cannot 
express  too  strongly  their  belief,  that  no  funds  can  be  sup- 
plied, either  by  individual  charity,  the  States,  or  the  na- 
tion, exceeding  the  amount  required  to  execute  this  work, 
{and  wliich  may  be  judiciously  applied  to  it,)  on  a  scale 
proportionable  to  its  greatness  and  merits,  whether  viewed 
relatively  to  tiie  interests  of  our  country,  or  thestill  higher 
interests  of  humanity,  which  it  is  designed  to  promote.-— 
In  the  expectation  that  the  numbers  of  the  Colony  would 
be  increased  in  a  greater  ratio  than  usual  during  the  year, 
the  Board  early  directed  receptacles  to  be  built,  and  they 
are  happy  to  state,  that  several  have  been  completed,  and 
all  necessary  arrangements  made  for  the  comfort  and  health 
of  sucb  as  have  recently  taken  passage  for  Liberia. 

Although  the  Managers  can  report  no  great  advance^. 
naent  in  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the  Colony, 
•they  have  reason  to  believe  them  justly  appreciated  by  the 
settlers  generally,  and  guarded  by  many  with  devout  care» 
Open  immoralities  are  rare;  the  Sabbath  is  strictly  observ.f 
-ed,  and  public  worship  attended  by  nearly  the  whole  com-? 
niunity,  with  regularity  and  decorum.  Three  churches 
iiavebeen  erected  during  the  year;  one  at  Monrovia,  and  two 
others  in  the  villages  of  the  recaptured  Africans.  The  state 
of  tlwise  recaptured  Africans  is  most  interesting.  We  have 
already  mentioned  their  desire  for  knowledge,  and  we  may 
add,  especially  for  religious  knowledge;  some  of  them  have 
already  professed  Christianity,  and  they  are  represented  to 
he  as  a  people,  contented  and  independent,  and  rapidly 
improving  in  intelligence  and  respectability. 
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Tlie  departure  of  four  expeditions,  just  before  the  fast 
anniversary  of  the  Society,  was  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
tlie  Board  at  that  time,  though  no  intelligence  had  tlien 
been  received  of  their  arrival  at  the  Colony.  They  com- 
prised in  all,  404  emigrants;  189  of  which  were  manumitted 
slaves,  and  concluded  the  voyage  successively,  the  OrioR 
on  the  9th,  and  the  Margaret  Mercer  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember, the  James  Perkins  on  the  14th  of  January,  and 
the  Crawford  on  the  18th  of  February.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  James  Perkins  was  fitted  out  unexpectedly, 
at  the  earnest  request  of  those  who  embarked  in  her;  and  it 
is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  unlocked  for  arrival  of 
her  large  company,  with  the  passengers  by  tJie  other  ves- 
sels, should  have  occasioned  some  little  embarrassment, 
as  well  as  increased  considerably  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Colony.  In  alluding  to  this  subject,  the  Agen^t  observes, 
''Only  give  me  due  notice,  and  send  out  building  materials, 
and  I  care  not  how  many  you  transport;  they  must  and  shall 
be  accommodated."  Most  of  tiie  emigrants  by  the  vessels 
just  named,  were  agriculturists,  and  in  some  cases,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  erect  honses  for  them  on  their  lands, 
that  they  might  proceed  to  occupy  and  cultivate  them  im- 
mediately. 

On  the  9th  of  May  last,  the  Ship  Jupiter,  Captain  Pe- 
ters, sailed  from  Norfolk,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  emigrants,  mostly  from  Virginia  (ninety-one  of  which 
were  manumitted  slaves),  and  arrived  at  Monrovia  on  the 
SOth  of  June.  This  company  was,  in  the  view  of  the  Agents 
among  the  most  promising  ever  landed  in  Liberia. 

It  may  be  recollected  tliat  the  beautiful,  well  armed 
Schooner,  Margaret  Mercer,  was  presented  to  the  So- 
ciety by  the  Auxiliary  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Colonial  Agent,  for  the 
general  benefit  of  the  Colony,  and  it  may  be  gratifying  ta- 
the  donors  to  know  that  the  advantages  expected  from,  it 
aire  likely  to  be  realized,. 
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Tlie  Brig  America,  Capt  Abels,  leit  Norfolk  on  the  26th 
of  June,  Avith  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  passengers, 
fifteen  of  whom  were  manumitted  by  a  single  individual, 
and  arrived  at  the  Colony  on  tlie  15th  of  Sept.  Eighty- 
eight  of  this  number  were  from  North  Carolina,  and  twelve 
from  the  City  of  Washington.  The  Society  of  Friends  in 
Philadelphia,  generously  advanced  about  §2700  to  defray 
tlie  expenses  of  this  expedition. 

The  character  of  many  of  those  from  North  Carolina, 
the  Board  regret  to  say,  is  represented  as  likely  rather  to 
tliminish  than  increase  the  prosperity  of  the  Colony. 

Several  leading  free  persons  of  colour  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  began  near  the  close  of  last  year,  seriously 
to  consider  the  plan  of  this  Society.  After  careful  inquiry 
and  mature  reflection,  a  number  of  them  resolved,  in  the 
spirit  of  christian  fellowship,  and  firm  reliance  upon  Di- 
vine Providence,  to  emigrate  with  their  families  to  Libe- 
ria. 

Application  was  made  for  a  passage  in  behalf  of  these 
people,  by  Thomas  S,  Grimke,  Esq.  who  generously  as- 
sisted them  in  making  arrangements  for  their  departure^ 
and  bore  unqualified  testimony  to  their  sobriety,  industry, 
intelligence  and  integrity.  Several  emigrants  of  similar 
character,  from  Georgia  and  Florida,  having  expressed  a 
desire  tojoin  them,  they  proceeded  to  Savannah,  where  the 
entire  company,  (compi'ising  145  from  Charleston,  11  from 
Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  24  from  Georgia  and  Flor- 
ida, in  all  180)  23  of  whom  were  manumitted  slaves,  em- 
barked in  the  Ship  Hercules,  Capt.  Longcope,  on  the  6tli 
of  last  month.  The  Managers  cannot  omit  to  express  their 
obligations  to  Mr.  Grimke  for  the  large  amount  of  time  and 
effort  cheerfully  expended  by  him  in  aid  of  the  Charleston 
emigrants,  and  to  Messrs.  R.  &  W.  King,  of  Savannah, 
who  superintended  gratuitously  the  embarkation  of  the 
whole  company.  While  this  expedition  promises  much  for 
the  moral  interests  of  the  Colony,   (many  of  the  emigrants 
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being  exemplary  I'eligious  teachers)  tlie  Board  learn  that 
its  departure  has  inclined  many  free  persons  of  colour 
to  a  favourable  opinion  both  of  the  Society  and  of  Liberia. 

At  the  request  of  the  Auxiliary  Colonization  Society,  of 
Augusta,  Georgia,  Thomas  Hobby,  Esq.  sailed  in  the  Her- 
cules that  he  might  examine,  and  on  his  return,  make  re- 
port of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  Colony. 

On  the  same  day  with  the  Hercules,  sailed  the  ship  Lafay- 
ette, Capt.  Hardy,  from  Baltimore,  with  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  emigrants:  fifteen  of  them  manumitted  slaves,  all 
of  wdiom  (three  excepted)  go  out  under  the  direction  and  most- 
ly at  the  expense  of  the  Managers  of  tlie  Maryland  State 
Fund  for  colonization.  Nearly,  if  not  all  these  emigrants, 
^refrom  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland;  and  according  to  the 
testimony  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  M 'Kenny,  through  whose  efficient 
agency  they  were  made  acquainted  with  Liberia,  and  en- 
couraged to  remove  thither,  prepared  by  good  moral  habits 
for  usefulness  in  Africa.  Should  these  emigrants  give  a 
favourable  account  of  the  Colony,  tliousands  of  the  free  peo- 
|)le  of  colour  of  Marylarul  will  doubtless  offer  themselves 
for  colonization,  and  thus  invite  her  Legislature  to  consum- 
mate the  work  that  she  has  so  wisely  planned  and  so  nobly 
commenced — and  which  she  regards  as  manifestly  for  her 
own  great  advantage,  as  well  as  for  that  of  the  African 
face. 

The  ship  Jupiter,  Captain  Peters,  received  on  board  at 
Norfolk  thirty-eight  emigrants,  and  sailed  thence  for  the 
Colony  on  the  9th  of  November.  In  this  vessel  embarked 
the  Rev.  M.  B.  Cox,  as  Missionary,  under  the  authority 
of  the  Society  for  Missions  of  the  Metliodist  Church. 

Though  great  expense  had  been  incurred  by  tliese  expe- 
ditions, yet  the  urgency  of  applications  in  behalf  of  nume- 
rous slaves  ready  to  be  manumitted  in  Virginia,  induced 
the  Board,  in  reliance  upon  the  public  liberality,  to  char- 
ter the  brig  Roanoke,  which  left  Norfolk  for  Liberia  on  the 
4th  instant  with  127  passengers,  about  100  of  whom  were 
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liberated  in  Virginia  for  the  express  purpose  of  African  col- 
onization. These  last  were  liberally  supplied  with  the 
most  useful  articles  by  their  late  owners,  and  in  some  ca- 
ses the  entire  expense  of  their  removal  was  defrayed  by 
them.  They  are  represented  to  possess,  generally,  unexcep- 
tionable characters,  and  some  have  received  their  freedom  in 
consequence  of  tiieir  high  moral  and  religious  worth.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  PiEiney,  a  Missionary  under  the  patronage  of  tlie 
Western  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions,  sailed  in  this 
vessel. 

The  whole  number  that  have  sailed  for  the  Colony,  in  six 
vessels,  since  the  last  anniversary,  is  790,  of  which  247 
were  manumitted  slaves- 

It  is  right  that  the  fi-iends  of  tlie  Society  should  know 
that  the  expenses  incui*rcd  by  the  Managers,  have  exceed- 
ed by  several  thousand  dollars  their  means,  and  that  they 
rely  upon  the  public  liberality  to  enable  them  to  ftilfil  their 
engagements.  They  cannot  permit  themselves  to  doubt  that 
their  fellow -citizens  will  meet  the  demands  of  this  sacred 
cause  so  as  not  ojily  to  enable  the  Board  to  discharge  their 
present  obligations,  but  also  to  add  largely  to  the  energy 
and  extent  of  their  operations. 

In  August  last,  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Light,  of  Kentucky* 
was  empowered  as  Agent  to  obtain  (in  co-operation  with 
other  Agents  and  several  State  Societies)  the  necessary 
funds,  and  fit  out,  as  soon  as  practicable,  an  expedition 
from  New  Orleans.  Unfortunate  delay  has  attended  this 
expedition,  but  the  Board  learn  that  arrangements  have 
been  made,  that  will  secure  its  departure,  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  emigrants,  soon  after  the  first  of  March  next. 

Much  has  been  added  to  the  strength  of  the  Society,  in 
the  United  States,  during  the  year.  Its  plans  and  proceed- 
ings have  been  deeply  and  extensi\  ely  thought  of,  and  ably 
discussed  and  defended.  Wliile  opposition  has  been  embo- 
died, and  hurled  against  it  reproach  and  defiance,  its  mul- 
tiplied friends  have  stood  forth  calmly,   but  triumphantly, 
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for  its  vindicatioQ,  and  boi'ne  its  cause  onward  with  resist- 
less power. 

The  Committee  in  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  at  its 
last  session,  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  coloured  population,  made  a  report,  in  which, 
assuming  as  an  undisj)utod  fact,  that  this  population  is  in- 
jurious to  the  prosperity  of  the  State,  and  expressing  a 
deep  conviction  that  it  cannot  long  be  borne,  they  demon- 
strated that,  at  an  expense  annually  of  !S26,040,  the  annual 
increase,  and  at  that  of  S40, 200,  tlie  entire  coloured  pop- 
ulation might,  in  the  course  of  a  single  generation,  be  re- 
moved and  established  in  a  separate  community.  The  dis- 
position to  emancipate  slaves,  under  circumstances  which 
forbids  their  enjoyment  of  the  chief  blessings  of  freedom,  so 
extensively  prevails,  that  the  Committee  believe  provisions 
for  abolition  now  unnecessary;  and  tbat,  should  means  be 
provided  for  the  removal  of  those  voluntarily  liberated,  pa- 
triotism and  benevolence  will  produce  sufficient  manumis- 
sions to  give  employment  to  all  t!ie  resources  that  can  be 
applied.  The  Committee  state,  that  should  Maryland  ever 
colonize  her  whole  coloured  population,  in  addition  to  all 
the  vast  benefits,  moral  and  political,  she  will  have  gained, 
she  will  be  more  than  compensated  for  t!ie  work  by  the  in- 
creased value  of  her  lands.  T!ie  Legislature  expressed 
their  approbation  of  the  views  of  this  Committee,  by  ap- 
propriating 8200,000  for  effecting  the  object  it  proposed; 
and  three  Managers  have  been  appointed  by  the  Governor 
and  State  Council,  to  consider  and  direct  the  mode  of  its 
expenditure. 

In  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  African  coloniza- 
tion has  been  the  subject,  in  all  its  relations  and  extent,  of 
a  debate  of  unprecedented  interest  and  vast  power.  That 
mighty  evil,  beneath  which  the  minds  of  men  had  bowed  in 
despair,  has  been  looked  at  as  no  longer  incurable:  a  rem- 
edy has  been  proposed;  the  sentiments  of  humanity,  the  se- 
cret wishes  of  the  heart  on  *'this  momentous  topic   have 
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foimd  a  voice,  and  the  wide  air  has  rung  with  it."  A  bill, 
proposing  an  appropriation  of  ^35,000  for  the  first,  and  of 
^90,000  for  the  second  year,  to  aid  in  the  deportation  of 
the  free  people  of  colour  from  Virginia,  passed  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, the  House  of  Delegates,  but  was  rejected  in  the  Sen- 
ate by  a  small  majority.  The  Managers  cannot  doubt 
that  the  general  sentiment  of  the  State  is  in  favour  of  such 
an  appropriation,  and  that  it  will  soon  be  granted. 

Nearly  half  the  colonists  in  Liberia  have  emigrated  from 
Virginia;  and  many  citizens  of  that  State  have  sought  aid 
from  the  Society  for  removing  thither  their  liberated  slaves 
during  the  last  year.  The  Legislatures  of  Tennessee,  Al- 
abama, Louisiana,  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have  taken 
the  cause  of  this  Society  into  consideration,  but  have  not 
(though  it  is  hoped  they  soon  will)  aided  it  by  pecuniary 
appropriations. 

Abundant  and  explicit  testimony,  founded  on  personal 
observation,  in  regard  to  the  character  and  prosperity  of 
the  Colony,  has,  since  the  last  anniversary,  come  before 
the  public,  both  from  enlightened  foreigners,  and  respecta- 
ble and  disinterested  citizens  of  the  United  States.  It  may 
be  well  to  record  here  the  opinion  of  an  English  officer, 
who  spent  three  years  upon  the  African  coast  (though  per- 
haps already  known  to  this  meeting),  ''that  the  complete 
success  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia  is  a  proof  that  negroes  are, 
by  proper  care  and  attention,  as  susceptible  of  the  habits 
of  industry  and  the  improvements  of  social  life,  as  any  other 
race  of  menj  and  that  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  black  people  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  means  of  such 
colonies,  is  not  chimerical."  He  adds,  ''a  few  colonies  of 
this  kind,  scattered  along  the  coast,  would  be  of  infinite 
value  in  improving  the  natives." 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  than  the  statement* 
©f  Dr.  Shane,  of  Cincinnati,  who  visited  the  Colony  in  Feb- 
ruary last.  From  Liberia  he  writes,  *'I  here  see  many 
who  left  the  United  States  in  straitened  circumstances,  liv- 
ing with  all  the  comforts  of  life  around  them;  enjoying  a  re- 
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speetable  and  useful  station  in  society,  and  wondering  fliat 
their  brethren  in  the  United  States,  who  have  it  in  their 
power,  do  not  flee  to  this  asylum  of  happiness  and  liberty. 
I  am  certain  no  friend  to  humanity  can  come  here  and  see 
the  state  of  things,  without  being  impressed  with  the  im- 
mense benefits  the  Society  is  conferring  on  the  long  neg- 
lected sons  of  Africa.  Nothing,  rest  assured,  but  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  Liberia,  prevents  thousands  of  honest,  in- 
dustrious free  blacks  from  rushing  to  this  land,  where  lib- 
erty and  religion,   with  all  their  blessings,  are  enjoyed," 

The  intelligent  master  of  the  ship  James  Perkins,  "did 
not  hear,  while  at  the  Colony,  a  discontented  expression 
from  any  one,"  but  found  ''all  with  wliom  he  conversed, 
apparently  happy,  and  pleased  both  with  the  country  and 
government." 

Lt.  Benjamin  Page,  commander  of  the  United  States* 
Schooner  Boxer,  wliich  was  ordered  to  the  African  coast 
for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  and  touched  at  Liberia  on  the 
7th  of  April  last,  observes,  near  the  close  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  state  of 
the  Colony — "with  all  the  advantages  that  have  been  enu- 
merated, it  would  be  natural  to  expect  to  hear  that  the  in- 
habitants are  generally  contented;  which,  as  far  as  my  ob- 
servation has  gone,  I  have  found  to  be  tlie  case.  There 
have  been  some  exceptions,  but  they  are  to  be  found  amongst 
characters  who  would  be  dissatisfied  in    any  situation." 

To  this  ample  testimony,  the  Managers  would  add  that 
of  two  intelligent  freemen  of  colour  from  Mississippi,  who, 
at  the  request  of  their  brethren,  sailed  in  May  last,  in  the 
ship  Jupiter,  for  the  Colony;  where,  for  three  weeks,  they 
were  solely  occupied  in  examining  thoroughly  its  affairs 
and  prospects.  They  expressed,  on  their  return,  perfect 
satisfaction  with  what  they  had  seen;  their  opinion  that 
the  people  of  Liberia  had  already  risen  in  their  style  of  liv- 
ing, and  their  happiness  as  a  community,  far  above  the  most 
prosperous  of  their  coloured  brethren  in  the  United  States, 
and  their  firm  purpose  of  soon  removing,  with  their 
families,  to  the  Colony.     Hundreds,  it  is  expected,  will 
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emigrate  with  them  from  Mississippi;  nor  is  it  easy  to  esti- 
mate the  amount  of  benefit  which  will  probably  result  from 
their  mission. 

The  views  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of 
five  permanent  Agencies,  were  explained  in  their  last  report. 
Two  of  these  agencies  have  been  filled  during  the  year;  that 
of  New  England  and  New  York  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Rey.  J.  N.  Danforth;  and  that  embracing  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, by  that  of  J.  G.  Birney,  Esq.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
have  engaged  zealously  and  resolutely  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties;  and  it  is  believed  may  confidently  expect  suc- 
eess.  The  Rev.  John  Crosby  was  employed,  during  the 
last  year,  principally  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey, 
"where  he  made  ample  collections  from  several  auxiliary 
Societies,  and  enforced  the  claims  of  the  Institution  upon 
many  consciences  and  hearts.  The  able  efforts  of  the  Rev.  H. 
B.  Bascom,  permanent  Agent,  have  for  several  months  been 
discontinued;  but  it  is  hoped  will  soon  be  renewed.  Several 
other  Agents  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Socie- 
ty, and  some  are  now,  for  a  season,  devoting  themselves  to 
its  cause.  Nevertheless,  correct  information  concerning 
the  Society  and  Colony,  has  reached  comparatively  but  a 
small  portion  of  the  American  people;  while  the  diffusion  of 
such  information  universally,  would,  the  Managers  doubt 
not,  increase  tenfold,  the  means  and  benefits  of  both. 

For  the  purpose  of  extending  knowledge  of  the  principles 
and  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  of  producing  a  deeper 
sense  of  their  importance,  the  Board,  in  June  last,  publish- 
ed fifty  thousand  copies  of  an  address,  to  which  many  in- 
teresting facts  were  appended,  and  circulated  them  widely 
throughout  the  Union.  The  increased  amount  of  the  Fourth 
of  July  collections,  the  multiplication  of  Auxiliary  Socie- 
ties, particularly  the  organization  of  some  very  promising 
ones  in  the  Southern  and  South- Western  States;  the  more 
general  interest  expressed  in  its  cause  by  the  conductors  of 
the  periodical  press,  and  the  munificence  of  several  Individ- 
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Hal  donations,  afford  encouragement  for  the  adoption  erf 
more  enlarged  measures  to  inform  the  mind  and  invite  th© 
contributions  of  tlie  public. 

Several  large  bequests  have  been  made  to  the  Society j^ 
among  which  should  be  mentioned  that  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars by  the  lamented  Judge  Workman,  of  Louisiana,  and 
that  of  one  thousand  dollars  (already  received),  by  the  late 
venerable  Col.  Rutgers,  of  New  York|  who,  for  some 
years,  was  a  Vice-President  of  the  Institution.  The  Board 
would  also  record  the  liberality  of  two  gentlemen*  in  Au- 
gusta, Georgia,  who  have  each  made  donations  of  SS500  t» 
the  Society.  And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  express 
the  hope,  that  a  cause,  tending  to  relieve  our  country  from 
its  greatest  evil,  and  to  confer  upon  one  quarter  of  the 
globe,  civilization,  freedom  and  Christianity,  will  be  deem- 
ed worthy  of  the  latest  and  most  solemn  thoughts  of  menj 
and  that,  when  preparing  to  leave  the  world,  the  humane 
and  pious  will  show  their  aiFectionate  remembrance  of  it, 
by  directing  that  it  shall  be  aided  by  some  portion  of  their 
j)roperty,  after  they  can  act  for  it  no  more. 

In  the  hope  that  the  medical  education  of  several  young 
men  of  colour,  who  might  enter  into  obligations  to  estab- 
lish themselves  under  the  direction  of  the  Society,  as  Phy- 
sicians in  the  Colony,  would  be  useful,  and  finally  econo- 
mical, three  such,  recommended  as  possessing  the  neces- 
sary qualifications,  have  been  selected,  and  are  pursuing 
their  studies  under  the  care  of  a  medical  gentleman,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Coard,  in  this  city.  Placed  under  the  immedi- 
ate inspection  of  the  Board,  they  have  the  strongest  mo- 
tives for  well  doing,  nor  will  the  Managers  permit  the 
funds  of  the  Society  to  be  expended  on  those  unworthy  of 
patronage. 

This  meeting  may  be  assured  that  Africa  is  not  forgot- 
ten in  other  lands  than  this.  Dark  in  her  sorrow  as  in 
her  aspect,  wounded  and  crushed  and  bleeding  as  she  is? 
the  eye  of  Christendom  is  turned  compassionately  upon 
her,  and  her  powers  are  pledged  for  her  relief.     Since  our 

*  R.  Campbeii  and  George  Hargraves,  Esqrs. 
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last  aniiiversury,    humanity  lias   been  chewed  by  gr^at 
events,  auspicious  to  the  interests  of  the  African  race. 

The  governments  of  England  and  France  have  agreed  to 
exercise  the  mutual  right  of  search  along  the  western  coast 
of  Africa,  for  tiie  more  effectual  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade. 

Brazil,  into  which  so  many  thousands  of  the  wretched 
victims  of  this  commerce  have  been  heretofore  annually 
introduced,  has  prohibited,  under  severe  penalties,  their 
further  iutroductionj  and  pronouncing  such  as  may  be  un- 
lawfully brought  thither,  free,  directs  that  they  be  trans- 
ferred again  to  Africa. 

The  Society  of  Christian  Morals  in  France,  has  ap- 
pointed a  special  Committee,  to  ascertain  on  what  terms 
it  may  be  able  to  redeem  the  female  slaves  in  the  French 
Antilles;  and  addressed  an  eloquent  memorial  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  Deputies,  praying  that  the  conditions  of  enfranchise- 
ment may  be  determined  by  law,  and  a  maximum  price 
fixed,  at  which  the  master  shall  not  be  allowed  to  refuse 
liberty  to  his  slave. 

A  plan  has  been  proposed  (and  will  probably  soon  be 
executed)  by  the  friends  of  Africa  in  London,  for  introdu- 
cing civilization  and  Christianity  among  some  of  the  most 
powerful  and  least  barbarous  tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  Sier- 
ra Leone.  The  Foulahs,  who  inhabit  a  country  a  little  to 
the  north-east  of  this  Colony,  on  account  of  their  industry, 
abstinence  from  the  slave  trade,  freedom  from  the  shackles 
of  Mahomedanism,  and  prepossessions  in  favour  of  Euro- 
peans, as  also  from  their  number,  and  the  oppression  which 
they  endure  from  the  neighbouring  tribes,  have  been  se- 
lected as  the  most  promising  subjects  for  this  experiment. 
The  scheme  is  to  obtain  a  grant  of  some  extensive  tract  of 
land,  and  to  offer  the  Foulahs  free  possession  of  it;  likewise 
to  establish  a  missionary  settlement  among  them,  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  European  missionary,  with  native 
assistants,  by  whose  direction,  it  is  believed,  they  would 
acquire  a  practical  and  efficient  knowledge  of  the  christian 
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rdiglon  and  of  the  useful  arts.  The  Wesley  an  Missionary 
Society,  being  engaged  in  missions  in  that  part,  will  pro- 
bably superintend  the  establishment.  McCarthy's  Island, 
in  the  Gambia,  has  been  named  as  the  most  eligible  spot 
for  the  settlement,  and  it  is  reported  that  the  plan  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Foulahs,  and  received  their  unqualified 
approbation. 

The  discovery  of  the  course  of  the  long  mysterious  Ni- 
ger, exceeded  probably  in  magnitude  by  only  two  rivers, 
and  those  our  own,  on  the  globe,  enriched  by  large  tribu- 
tary streams,  flowing  through  the  finest  countries  of  all  Af- 
rica, inhabited  by  an  active  and  partially  civilized  popula- 
tion estimated  at  25,000,000,  has  laid  open  almost  a  new 
world  to  the  enterprise  of  Commerce  and  the  labours  of 
Philanthropy.  Revealing  states  and  kingdoms  hitherto 
unknown,  but  capable  of  furnishing  large  supplies  of  the 
most  valued  productions  for  the  arts  and  manufactures  of 
Europe,  and  of  receiving  and  consuming  the  articles  into 
which  they  may  be  wrought  by  her  superior  skill;  we  are 
in  little  danger  of  rating  too  highly  the  probable  effects  of 
this  discovery  on  the  character  and  interests  of  mankind. 
The  growing  sense  of  justice  in  Christian  nations  towards 
Africa,  creates  confidence  that  they  will  seek  to  repair  the 
mighty  wrongs  of  which  she  has  been  the  victim,*  that  their 
future  commerce  with  her  will  be  founded  upon  principles 
of  just  reciprocity;  that  henceforth  they  w  ill  go  to  her  in 
peace  and  charity,  give  to  her  the  light  of  the  oracles  of 
God,  encourage  her  to  throw  off  the  badges  of  her  shame, 
and  to  clothe  herself  in  garments  of  honour  and  of  praise. 
At  this  very  time  steamboats  from  England  are  exploring 
the  Niger,  with  the  view  of  establishing  permanent  inter- 
course with  the  natives  of  central  Africa. 

The  visit  of  a  devoted  Friend  and  Agent  of  the  Society, 
Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.  to  England,  and  the  kind  manner 
of  his  reception,  were  mentioned  in  the  last  Report;  and 
this  meeting  will  be  highly  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Cres- 
son has  made  known  extensively  the  principles  and  success 
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oFthis  Society  to  the  philanthropic  of  that  kingdom,  \\\i6 
have  not  only  listened  with  intense  interest  to  his  state- 
ments, hut  magnanimously  come  forward  with  their  con- 
tributions to  the  cause  which  he  advocates.  We  shall 
more  justly  appreciate  the  generosity  of  the  English  peo- 
ple in  this  case,  when  we  consider  the  deep  earnestness 
with  which  they  are  urging  measures  for  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  coloured  population  of  the  W.  Indies,  and 
the  amount  of  funds  annually  raised  by  them  for  that  object. 
Declining  all  compensation,  and  defraying  even  his  own  ex- 
penses, Mr.  Cresson  has  nevertheless  laboured  with  an 
activity,  zeal,  and  resolution,  not  to  be  exceeded,*  has  tra- 
velled throughout  a  large  portion  of  England,  addressed 
public  meetings  in  the  principal  towns,  formed  numerous 
Branch  Associations,  secured  the  aid  of  the  press,  and  the 
favour  of  thousands  of  warm  hearts  in  behalf  of  Liberia. 
In  December  of  last  year,  Mr.  Cresson  remitted  §1332  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society,  and  in  July  of  the 
present,  S2424  to  the  Parent  Institution.  Of  the  dona- 
tions making  up  these  sums,  was  one  of  ^200,  four  of  £100 
each,  one  of  the  latter  of  which  was  accompanied  by  the 
following  note:  "From  a  Female  Friend,  who  is  only  rich 
by  the  fewness  of  her  own  wants  and  the  cheerfulness  with 
which  she  ministers  to  the  wants  of  others."  One  indivi- 
dual offered  to  give  £500,  if  nine  others  could  be  found 
who  would  do  the  same,  and  such  is  his  influence  in  the  be- 
nevolent circles  of  England,  that  it  is  probable  the  object 
will  be  accomplished.  Such  liberality  shall  never  be  for- 
gotten: and  though  an  ocean  separates  us  from  those  who 
have  manifested  it,  yet  bonds  of  sympathy  and  affection 
unite  them  to  our  hearts^'  we  feel  that  they  are  one  with 
us  in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  Humanity  and  of  God; 
and  though  we  cannot  expect  the  happiness  of  ever  person- 
ally expressing  to  them  our  gratitude,  let  them  be  assured 
that  we  both  admire  and  would  imitate  their  example. 

The  Managers  have  already   alluded  to  the  opposition 
which  has  been  made  to  the  Society,   and  would  now  add, 
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that  it  has  been  denounced  in  terms  of  unmitigated  sever!- 
tj  and  reproach. 

It  has  been  represented  as  hostile  to  the  free  people  of 
colour,  as  designed  to  add  to  the  rigour  and  perpetuate  the 
existence  of  slavery^  as  injurious  to  our  own  country  and 
to  Africaj  and,  in  fine,  as  proposing  a  plan,  the  best  feature 
of  which  is  its  impracticableness  on  any  large  scale. 

The  Managers  will  offer  in  vindication  of  the  Society, 
on  this  occasion,  only  the  following  facts. 

1st.  The  Society  was  founded  by  the  patriotic,  the  bene- 
volent  and  pious:  and  from  the  great  community  of  these, 
throughout  this  Union,  has  it  mainly  derived  support. 

2d.  The  free  people  of  colour  who  have  sought  its  aid, 
and  emigrated  under  its  direction  to  Liberia,  have,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  testimony,  and  the  testimony  of  others, 
greatly  improved  their  condition  and  character. 

3d.  Through  its  moral  influence,  numerous  slaves  have 
been  manumitted;  and  through  its  agency  settled,  in  free- 
dom and  prosperity,  in  Liberia^*  while  many  others  are 
now  ready  to  be  consigned  to  its  care. 

4th.  No  one  has  shown,  or  can  show,  that  th®  public 
liave  experienced  detriment  from  the  plans  and  proeeed- 
ings  of  this  Society. 

5th.  The  native  Africans  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Colony, 
are,  in  their  own  judgment,  greatly  benefitted  by  its  estab- 
lishment; and  disinterested  strangers,  who  have  visited 
them,  concur  in  their  opinion. 

6th.  The  practicability  of  the  plan  of  African  coloniza- 
tion, on  a  scale  of  vast  utility,  has  been  demonstrated,  and 
means  exist,  all  admit,  for  immensely  enlarging  its  results. 

Facts  like  these  can  be  set  aside  by  no  ingenuity  of  specu- 
lation or  of  argument;  they  place  the  character  of  this  In- 
stitution on  grounds  inaccessible  to  the  boldest  assailant, 
commanding  a  favourable  verdict  of  the  understanding, 
€ven  where  they  fail  to  win  the  heart. 

Difference  of  opinion  may  and  does  exist,  in  regard  to 
the  extent,   in  future,  of  African  colonization.     Its  utility 
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•so  far  as  it  mayTje  prosecuted,  is  not  dependent  on  the  cofr- 
clusions,  however  various,  formed  on  this  subject.  Omit- 
ting argument  to  sustain,  the  Managers  would  simply  avow 
their  opinion,  that  the  moral  and  economical  elements  at 
work  to  promote  it,  and  the  influence  to  ho  relied  on  for 
augmenting  their  power,  afford  solid  grounds  for  hope,  if 
not  for  confidence,  that  it  will  be  so  extended  as  to  confer 
invaluable  blessings  on  at  least  some  millions  of  our  race; 
so  extended,  as  in  an  age  not  distant,  to  he  contemplated 
as  among  the  greatest  schemes  ever  devised  for  the  good 
of  mankind.  The  opinion  liere  expressed,  however,  must, 
by  reflection  on  the  reasons  for  its  foundation,  become  the 
general  opinion  of  our  countrymen,  before  the  practicable- 
ness  of  the  scheme  to  the  extent  just  mentioned,  can  be  re- 
alized. 

If,  to  provide  for  and  educate  his  children,  be  the  duty 
of  a  parent,  is  it  less  clearly  the  duty  of  a  nation  to  provide, 
as  it  may  be  able,  for  the  relief  and  improvement  of  any 
unfortunate  portion  of  its  inhabitants,  and  aliould  un- 
controllable circumstances,  ortbe  public  good,  forljidtheif 
elevation  on  the  soil  of  such  nation,  to  assist  them  in  remo'- 
Ting  to  a  land  (if  s«ch  can  be  found)  where  they  ina^«njoy 
the  means  of  improvement,  without  restraint  in  their  usfe, 
or  limit  to  their  advantage?  And  could  the  character  of 
nations,  civilized  and  christian,  be  more  ennobled  than  by 
the  adoption  of  measn.res,  separately  or  in  concert,  for  the 
instruction  and  reformation  of  the  uncivilized  and  unchris- 
tian? Glory,  will  all  after  ages  award  to  that  nation, 
which,  on  those  virtues  only,  that  exalt  individual  man, 
shall  build  its  national  character.  x\nd  such  nation,  ani- 
mated by  those  moral  principles  that  adorn  and  enrich  our 
nature,  must  feel  itself  to  be  bui;  an  individual  in  the  great 
brotherhood  of  nations,  must  recognize  and  acknowledge  in 
each  member  of  this  fraternity,  a  cliild  of  the  same  Almigh- 
cty  and  beneficent  Parent,  wlio  requires  the  strong  to  sup- 
port the  weak;  the  enlightened  to  inform  tlie  ignorant;  the 
|>roRperou3  to  relieve  the  (ii stresses;  and  each  to  embrace 
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theconiiiioM  'mtpr^^ts  of  all.  witliiri  the  wide  circuit  of  its 
sympatliios  ami  ciiaj'ities.  The  triumphs  of  such  a  nation 
will  not  be  over  jitstice  and  mercy;  over  witliered  hoj)es 
and  broken  heartsj  but  o\er  the  ignorance  that  darkens, 
and  the  vice  that  degrades  our  species;  they  will  be  sound- 
ed forth,  not  in  the  trumpet  notes  of  war,  but  celebrated 
in  processions  and  sor.gs  of  peace.  Such  triumphs  are  the 
people  of  the  United  States  now  invited  to  achieve.  To 
them,  especially,  are  the  interests  of  the  African  race  by 
Providence  entrusted,  and  a  thousand  voices  plead,  that  the 
high  and  solemn  duty  resulting  therefrom,  be  faithfully  and 
fully  discharged. 

In  conclusion,  the  Managers  would  remind  the  General 
Meeting,  that  Liberia,  unlike  most  other  colonies,  has  been 
founded,  not  to  extend  the  power  or  enrich  the  commerce 
«f  our  country,  not  to  bind  in  vassalage  those  who  resort 
to  it,  or  reduce  to  deeper  than  their  present  degradation 
the  uncivilized  of  Africa,  but  to  stand,  within  the  precincts 
of  Barbarism,  a  citadel  of  Freedom,  Knowledge,  and  Chris- 
tianity; to  bring  a  rude  deeply  injured,  and  miserable  peo- 
ple under  the  dominion  of  equal  laws  and  a  pure  religion, 
and  thus  enable  them  to  appreciate  the  dignity  and  add  to 
the  honours  of  Humanity. 
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American  Colonizalion  Society  in   accoinil  current  nAlh  Richard 
Smith,  Treasurer. 

J)  It. 

To   transportation    of  ernigraiits;   supplies  fur 
them  uliile  preparing-  for  embarkution,  du- 
ring' the  vo\ago,  andafttr  iheirari  ival  in  the 
(;oloii);  and    articlts  [xu-cliastd  tortjolun},   £.>6,.S92  i-T 
salaries   of  Colonial    Agcnl    and    Physicians,        2,435    13 
salaries  of  ininor  officers  in  the  Cdon)',    ....        2,347'  03 
salaries    of   Atjents    in    the    United  Stales,   of 
Secretary  and  Clerk,  and  various  contin.^-eiit 

expenses, 5,3S6  37 

cash  paid    for  prinlins^,    including'  Report  and 

50,000  copies  of  an  Address, 3,268    13 

subscri])tions  to    Repository,  paid  J.  G.  Dunn  38    IT 

expenses  of  collecting- emigrants, 786  41 

schooner  .Marg-aret  Mercer, 155  20 

money    refunded, 213  79 

loss  on    uncurreiii  money 16  87 

interest  on  loans, 16 

support  and  tuition  of  four  young-  men  of  co- 
lon!', now  in  a  cou)-se  of  education  to  be- 
come Physicians  in  Liberia,    981   05 

in  aid  of  James  Brown,  preparing-  to  become  a 

Druggist  in    the  Colony,   103 

balance '. ],04S  83 

$53,693  05 


CR. 

By  balance  on  hand,      $11,090  15 

donations  from    individuals, 1,518   05 

contributions  from  Au.xiliary   Societies,   ....  7,838  67 

collections  of  Agents, 3,407   14 

4th  of  July  collections,     11,234  27 

life  member  subscriptions, 2,676  24 

subscriptions  on  Gerrit  Smith's  plan 3,526  07 

annual    subscriptions,    119 

subscriptions  to  .\frican  Repository, T7 

Liberia  Herald,    22 

money  refunded  to  the  Society, 41   14 

legacies 2,292  31 

collections  in   Great  Uritain ....  2,429  19 

money  received  on  acc't.  of  liduc'n.  Society,  61  29 

discount  on  drafts,  for  ready   payment,. ....  4 

loans , 2,176  53 

money  disbursed  in  ex])edition  per  Lafayette, 

by  the  Managers  of  the  Maryland  Fund,  ...  5,180 

$53,693  05 

By  balance  as  per  contra,    _ , §1.048  83 


E.  E.  lirOHARD  SMITH, 

Treaiuver  Jmeriean  Colonization  Society. 
WASHrwGTOjr, /ffirtuffry  21,  1833. 
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(     A..     ) 

0£ict  of  the  American  Colonizatiojh  Society, 

Washington,  Mat  18,  1825. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  the  digest  of  the  laws  and  the  plan  of 
civil  government  for  Liberia,  as  adopted  by  the  Agents  of  this 
Society,  having  been  read  and  considered,  it  was,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Uie  Board  of  Manas^ers,  considering  the  satisfactory  informatioa 
afforded  by  recent  accounts  from  the  Colony,  of  the  successful  operation  of  the  plaa 
of  the  civil  government  thereof,  as  established  by  their  Agents  in  August  last,  and 
seeing  therein  reason  to  reconsider  their  instructions  to  the  Agent,  of  the  29th  of 
December,  1S24,  now  approve  of  the  principles  in  that  form  of  government,  and 
give  their  sanction  to  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  digest  of  the  laws  be  referred  to  a  Committee  to  cxamiao 
the  same,  and  compare  them  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  1820,  and  report  t© 
^e  next  stated  meeting. 

Washington,  May  23,  1825. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  this  day,  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  last  meeting,  presented  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Board,  having  considered  the  digest  of  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  dated  August  19,  1824,  as  prepared  by  the  Agent,  do  ap^- 
prove  the  same,  and  declare  the  same  to  be,  under  the  Constitution,  the  law  of  the 
Colony,  adding  thereto  the  following:  In  case  of  failure  to  find  recognizance  for" 
good  behaviour,  when  required,  the  person  so  failing  shall  be  subjected  to  such 
labor  on  the  public  works,  or  other  penalty  as  the  Agent  shall  prescribe,  until  he 
shall  find  recognizance,  or  the  object  for  which  it  was  required  of  him  shall  hare 
been  answered. 

la  all  cases  of  banishment,  where  the  banished  person  has  no  heir  in  the  Colonjs.- 
the  land  held  by  him  shall  revert  to  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  this  declaration  of  the  law  of  the  Colony,  shall  not  be  constrnecT 
to  annul  or  impair  any  regulations  which  the  Agervt,  under  his  constitutional  au- 
thority, may  have  seen  fit  to  establish  subsequent  to  the  above  date  of  August  19,. 
1824. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resident  Agent  cause  to  be  printed  two  thousand  copies  of 
the  Constitution,  government,  and  laws,  of  the  Colony  of  Liberia,  as  established 
by  this  Board  at  Washinston,  23rd  of  May,  1825. 

JAMES  LAUKIE,  Acihig;  Prefidcni. 
R,  R.  fiuELEY,  Rciiident  Agent. 


CONSTITUTION 

For  the  government  of  the  African  Colony  at  Liberia. 

Article  I.  All  persons  born  within  the  limits  of  the  Terri'- 
t'ory  held  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  LiberJR,  in 
Africa,- or  removing  there  to  reside,  shall  be  free^  and  entitled 
to  all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 
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Article  II.  The  Colonization  Society  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  make  such  rules  as  they  may  think  fit  for  the  oovernineut 
of  the  settlement,  until  they  shall  withdraw  their  Aoents  and 
leave  the  settlers  to  the  government  of  themselves. 

Article  III.  The  Society's  Agents  shall  compose  a  Board, 
to  determine  all  questions  relative  to  the  govtrnment  of  the  set- 
tlement, shall  decide  all  disputes  betv.  ten  individuals,  ar;d  shall 
exercise  all  judicial  powers,  except  such  as  they  shal'  delegate 
to  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Article  IV.  The  Agents  shall  appoint  all  officers  not  ap- 
pointed by  the  Managers,  necessary  for  the  good  order  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  settlement. 

Article  V.     There  shall  be  no  slavery  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VI.  The  common  law,  as  in  force  and  modified  in 
the  United  States,  and  applicable  to  the  situation  of  the  people, 
shall  be  in  force  in  the  settlement. 

Article  VII.  Every  settler  coming  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  those  now  of  age,  shall  take  an  oath  or  afFirmatioii, 
to  support  this  Constitution. 

Article  VIII.  In  cases  of  necessity,  where  no  rule  has  been 
made  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Agents  are  authorized  to 
make  the  necessary  rules  and  regulations,  of  which  they  shall, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  inform  the  Board  for  their  approbation; 
and  they  shall  continue  in  force,  until  the  Board  shall  send  ont 
their  decision  upon  them. 

Article  IX.  This  Constitution  is  not  to  interfere  with  the 
jurisdiction,  rights  and  claims  of  the  Agents  of  the  United  States, 
over  the  captured  Africans  and  others,  under  their  care  and 
control,  so  long  as  they  shall  reside  within  the  limits  of  the  set- 
tlement. 

Article  X.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution, 
except  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  present,  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  two  successive  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

The  Board  received  from  the  Colonial  Agent,  Mr.  Ashmun, 
early  in  last  year,  a  Plan  of  Government,  exhibiting  several  de- 
viations from  the  form  sketched  in  1S24,  but  in  its  principles  the 
same.  These  deviations,  Mr.  Ashmun  remarks,  "have  grown 
gradually  out  of  the  altered  and  improving  slate  of  the  Colony, 
and  are  neither  the  offspring  of  a  rash  spirit  of  experiment,  nor 
have  they  been  made  without  evident  necessity."  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Managers,  October  22d,  1828,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  consider  the  revised  Constitution  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment, submitted  by  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  after  due  deliberation,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution   as  modiiied  b3-  the  Colonial  Agent,  Mr.  Aab- 
mnn,  as  now  in  operation,  be  hereby  adopted, 
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PLAN  OF  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  FOR  THE  COLONY  OF  L1BERL\. 

The  necessity  of  a  mild,  just,  and  efficient  civil  Governnrient, 
for  the  preservation  cl"  individual  and  political  rights  among  any 
people,  and  the  advancement  of  true  prospeiily,  induces  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  to 
adopt,  after  mature  consideration,  the  following  system  of  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  proper  regulation  of  public  aliairs  in  the  Colo- 
ny of  Liberia. 

Ahticlf.  I.  The  Agetit  of  the  American  Colonisation  Socie- 
ty; resident  in  the  Colony;  possesses  vviihiii  the  same,  sovereign 
po\ver.  subject  cnly  to  the  Ccnstituticn,  the  chartered  rights  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  decisions  of  the  Board. 

Article  II.  All  male  colored  people,  who  have  subscribed 
the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  drawn  and  not  forfeit- 
ed lands  in  the  Colony,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for,  and  be  eli- 
gible to  the  civil  offices  of  the  Colony. 

Article  III.  The  Civil  Officers  of  the  Colony  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually:  and  the  polls  for  the  general  annual  election 
of  the  Colony,  shall  be  opened  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  x\ngust, 
and  continue  open  not  more  than  three,  nor  less  than  two  suc- 
cessive days,  in  the  ditierent  Settlements.  Elections  shall  be 
organized  by  the  Sheriff,  by  the  appointment  in  each  Settlement, 

(a  Piesident,  two  Judges,  and  two  Cleiks. 

Article  IV.  The  Colonial  Officers  eligible  by  the  annual 
suffrage  of  the  freeholders,  in  which  the  Agent  has  the  right  to 
interpose  his  negative,  assigning  to  the  voters  in  time  to  renew 
the  choice  at  the  same  election,  his  reason  for  such  interposition, 
are /or  the  Colony,  a  Vice-Agent,  two  Counsellors,  a  High  She- 
riff, a  Register,  and  a  Treasurer:  and  for  each  of  the  settlements 
consisting  of  not  less  tlian  sixty  families,  two  Commissioners  of 
Agriculture,  two  Commissioners  to  form  a  Board  of  Health,  and 
two  Censors. 

Article  V.  Tiie  Vice- Agent  shall  be  admitted  to  the  coun- 
sels of  the  Agent  in  all  important  matters;  and  shall  express  an 
opinion  on  all  questions  submitted  to  bis  consideration.  He 
shall  aid  the  Agent  in  ihe  discbarge  of  his  various  duties,  and 
in  the  support  and  execution  of  the  laws;  and  in  the  event  of 
the  Agent's  absence,  or  sickness,  the  Vice-Agent  shall  become 
the  General  Superintendent  of  Public  Affairs. 

Article  VI.  The  Vice-Agent  with  two  Counsellors,  shall 
constitute  a  council;  who  shall  meet  when  requested  by  the 
Agent,  to  deliberate  on  the  interests  of  the  Colony,  and  the 
cueasnres  to  be  taken  for  their  security  and  advancement. 

The  Vice-Agent  shall  also  ad^■ise  with  the  other  members  of 
the  Council,  on  any  subjects  connected  with  the  general  Avel- 
t'are,  as  often  as  he  shall  think  it  proper;  and  report  the  result 
to  the  Agent  if  proper,  or  act  upon  the  same,  in  cf.se  of  his  ab- 
sence. 
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Article  VII.  The  duty  of  the  Counsellors  shall  be,  to  aicl 
the  Agent,  or  Vice-Agent,  with  their  advice  and  counsel,  on 
subjects  relating  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Colony,  whenever 
thereto  requested  by  either. 

Article  VIIL  The  High  Sberifi  shall,  either  by  himself  or 
his  deputies,  aid  in  the  organization  of  elections;  act  as  Marshal 
for  the  Government  of  the  Colony,  execute  all  processes,  judg- 
ments, and  commands  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  and  perform, 
generally,  the  services  required  of  the  same  Officer,  by  the  com- 
mon laws  of  England  and  the  United  States. 

Article  IX.  The  Secretary  of  the  Colony  shall  take  charge 
of,  and  carefully  keep  all  the  papers,  records,  and  archives  of 
the  Colony,  generally;  shall  attend  and  exactly  record  the  do- 
ings of  the  Agent  in  Council;  shall  publish  all  the  ordinances, 
and  legal  enactments  of  the  Government;  publish  Government 
notices;  issue  the  Agent's  orders,  civil,  military,  and  judicial,  to 
the  proper  functionaries;  deliver  a  fair  copy  of  government  pa- 
pers necessary  to  be  recorded,  to  the  Register  of  the  Colony; 
and  manage  its  internal  correspondence,  on  the  part  and  under 
the  directions  of  the  Agent. 

Article  X.  The  Register  shall  record  all  documents  and 
instruments  relating  to  the  security  and  title  of  public  or  indi- 
vidual property;  Government  grants,  patents,  licences,  contracts 
and  commissions,  and  ail  other  papers  which  are  properly  a  mat- 
ter of  record,  and  to  which  the  Government  of  the  Colony  shall 
^e  a  party. 

Every  volume  of  records  when  completed,  shall  be  delivered 
by  the  Register,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  for  preserva- 
<.ion,  among  the  archives  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XI.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  shall  receive 
and  safely  keep  all  the  monies,  and  public  securities  required 
by  lavv,  or  the  judgment  of  courts,  to  be  deposited  in  the  public 
Treasury,  and  shall  deliver  up,  and  pay  over  the  same,  only  by 
a  requisition  signed  by  the  Agent,  or  Vice-Agent  of  the  Colony; 
to  whom  he  shall  render  a  statement  of  the  public  finances  on 
the  Monday  preceding  the  annual  election  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XII.  The  Commissioners  of  Agriculture  shall  re* 
port,  and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  the  Agriculture  of  the  Colony. 

The  Commissioners  composing  the  Board  of  Health,  shall  re- 
port, and  serve  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  the  health  of  the  Colony;  shall  ascertain  the  proper 
objects  of  medical  attention;  report  nuisances  prejudicial  to  the 
public  health,  direct  their  removal;  atid  make  themselves  gene- 
rally active  in  diminishing  the  sufferings  and  dangers  of  the  set- 
tlers caused  by  sickness. 

Each  of  these  Committees  shall  record,  for  the  future  use  of 
the  Colony,  all  important  obsorTations  and  i'ncts  relating  to  the 
subjects  of  their  f hargo. 
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ARTlci.ii  XIll.  The  two  Censors  sliull  act  as  cousei vatots  of 
the  public  morals,  and  promoters  ol'tbe  public  industry;  and  be 
obliged  to  all  the  duties,  and  invested  with  all  the  legal  powers, 
on  whatever  relates  to  the  public  morals  and  industry,  which  are 
lawfully  required  of,  and  possessed  by  grand  jurors,  in  such  paits 
of  the  United  States  as  recognize  such  auxiliaries  to  their  ma- 
gistracy. 

It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  these  officers  to  ascertain  in 
what  way  every  person,  in  their  proper  districts,  acquires  a 
livelihood;  to  report  or  present  idlers;  detect  vicious  or  suspect- 
ed practices;  and  present  for  legal  investigation  and  cure,  every 
actual  or  probable  evil,  growing  out  of  the  immoralities,  either 
of  a  portion  of  the  community,  or  of  individuals. 

Article  XIV.  The  Judiciary  of  the  Colony  shall  consist 
of  the  Agent  and  a  competent  number  of  Justices  of  the  peace, 
created  by  his  appointment.  The  Justices  shall  have  cognizance 
of  all  cases  affecting  the  peace,  and  of  all  criminal  cases  within  the 
definition  oi  petit  larceny,  and  all  actions  of  debt  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars.  In  the  court  of  Monthly  Sessions,  whether  act- 
ing as  a  court  of  law,  or  a  court  of  equity,  the  Agent  or  Vice- 
Agent  shall  preside,  and  the  Justices   be  his  associates. 

The  court  of  Monthly  Sessions  shall  have  original  Jurisdiction 
in  all  actions  of  debt,  in  which  the  amount  in  litigation  shall  ex- 
ceed twenty  dollars;  and  in  criminal  causes  above  the  degree 
of  petit  larceny;  and  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  civil 
causes  whatsoever. 

The  requisite  number  of  Constables  for  the  Colony  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent  annually. 

A  Clerk  and  a  Crier  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  shall  also  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  Court,  annually. 

An  Auctioneer,  who  shall  conduct  all  auction  sales  except 
those  of  the  Sheriff  and  Constables,  in  pursuance  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Courts  of  the  Colony,  shall  also  be  created  by  an- 
nual appointment  of  the  Agent. 

A  Store  Keeper,  Librarian,  Commissary  of  Ordnance,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Agent,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  in  mat- 
ters belonging  to  their  respective  functions,  as  officers  of  the 
Colony. 

Instructors  in  all  public  schools  having  the  sanction  of  a  pub- 
lic charter,  or  participating  in  any  degree  in  the  public  funds, 
shall  be  appointed  and  employed  by  the  regular  school  commit- 
tees of  the  Colony,  but  with  the  Agent's  approbation  and  con- 
currence. 

All  Custom,  Port,  Infirmary,  Medical,  Guard  and  Police  offi- 
cers, not  appointed  by  the  Managers  of  the  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, and  whose  services  are  required  and  defined  by  the  laws  of 
the  Colony,  together  with  the  public  Measurers,  Inspectors,  and 
Appraisers,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent  of  the  Colony. 

Article  XV.     The  Militia  of  the  Colony,  shall  consist  whol- 
5 


34 

!y  of  such  uniformed  Volunteer  Corps  as  shall  obtain  cliartersf 
tti-nder  the  Government  of  the  Colony;  of  which  charters,  the 
following  shall  be  fundamental  articles:— 

1st.  That  the  Corps  shall  always  comply  with  any  requisi- 
tions for  their  services,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  made  by  the 
executive  Government  of  the   Colony. 

2nd,  That  the  Corps  shall  ever  preserve  and  hold  them- 
selves and  their  arms  and  equipments  in  a  state  of  readiness  foF 
actual  service,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

3rd.     That  the  Officers  be  commissioned  by  the   Agent:  and 

4thly.  That  they  shall  muster,  parade,  and  serve  in  the  line 
of  the  Colony,,  under  general  Officers,  when  thereto  required 
by  the   executire    Government. 

General  officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Agent;  and  when- 
especial  reasons  do  not  forbid,  shall  be  taken  from  the  Officers 
of  the  several  Corps,  and  promoted  according  to  rank,  and  the 
seniority  of  their  commissions. 

All  Military  Officers  and  delinquencies,  shall  be  tried  by  a 
General  Court  Martial,  to  be  composed,  except  the  officers  an^ 
Guards  of  the  Court,  of  Commissioned  Officers;  and  to  sit  quar- 
terly. A  correct  copy. 

J.  ASHMUN. 

[For  adie;est  ofthe  Laws  of  the  Colony,  see  the  Appendix  of  the  Twelfth  Rc'^ 
port,  page  33.] 


•  (     B.     ) 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  removal  of  the  Peoph  of 

Color. 
To  the  Honorable 

the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

The  Board  of  Managers  appointed  in  pursuance  of  "An  aei^ 
relating  to  the  people  of  colour  of  this  State,"  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  Report  of  their  proceedings. 

The  members  of  tlie  Board  received  their  appointment  \n 
April  last,  and  immediately  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  assigned  them.  Having  all  been  engaged  in  promoting 
the  views  and  aiding  the  exertions  of  the  Colonization  Society^ 
they  were  enabled  by  their  past  experience,  to  adopt  at  once, 
siacb  measures  as  they  believed  would  lead  to  the  more  effectual- 
fulfilment  of  the  responsible  trust  committed  to  them  by  the 
General  Assembly. 

It  was  evident  to  the  Board,  that,  without  the  active  co-ope- 
ration of  their  fellow-citizens  throughout  the  State,  their  labours^ 
would  be  of  little  avail.  The  free  people  of  colour  were  very 
imperfectly  informed  as  to  the  nature  of  the  privileges  offered 
by  the  Legislature,  to  those  who  wished  to  leave  the  State;  and 
the  Board  could  only  communicate  advantageously  with  them, 
through  the  medium  of  those  citizens  in  their  respective  vicini- 
ties, who  could  be  induced  to  take  an  interest  in  the  subject. — 
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The  Ageut  of  the  Board  could  not  Syeek  out  the  iudividual  mem- 
bers of  a  class  of  population  scattered  throughout  the  State;  nor 
could  his  representations  to  those  whom  he  might  visit,  have 
much  weight  with  them,  unless  he  were  sustained  by  the  in- 
fluence of  those  in  whom  the  coloured  population  might  have 
that  confidence  which  would  be  derived  from  a  knowledge  of 
them,  and  a  conviction  of  the  benevolence  of  their  motives. 

To  accomplish,  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  the  objects  of 
the  Board,  they  prepared,  and  caused  to  be  published,  two  pam- 
phlets, one  of  which  was  designed  for  eiiculation  among  the 
citizens  of  the  State,  and  the  other  among  the  coloured  popula- 
tion. These  were  freely  distributed  throughout  the  State,  and 
were  productive,  as  the  Board  have  reason  to  believe,  of  very 
beneficial  effects.  They  also  entered  into  correspondence  with 
a  number  of  gentlemen  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  to  whose 
^active  and  zealous  exertions  they  acknowledge  themselves  to  be 
much  indebted.  Copies  of  the  publications  made  by  the  Board, 
are  respectfully  submitted  with  this  Report,  as  also  are  copies  of 
pamphlets,  published  by  Matthew  Carey,  of  Philadelphia,  of 
which  a  number  were  purchased,  and  a  limited  circulation  giv- 
«en  them  by  the  Board. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  Board,  they  found  it  neces- 
sary to  appoint  an  Agent  to  visit  the  different  counties  in  suc- 
cession; and  they  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr. 
Robert  S.  Finleyi  a  gentleman  of  ardent  zeal,  and  distinguished 
■abilities,  who  had  gained  much  experience  on  the  subject,  du- 
ring his  previous  efficient  exertions  as  an  Agent  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society.  Mr.  Finley  visited  many  parts  of 
the  State,  and  liis  services  were  of  the  greatest  value;  but  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  State  in  August  last,  in  order  to  at- 
tend to  his  private  affairs.  The  Board  then  appointed  as  theit 
Agent,  the  Rev.  Wm.  McKenney,  a  gentleman  v/ho  had  also 
acted  as  an  Agent  of  the  American  Colonization  Society.  The 
late  period  of  the  year  at  which  Mr.  McKenney  was  appointed, 
rendered  it  impracticable  for  him  to  visit  more  than  one  section 
of  the  State;  and  his  exertions  were  therefore  confined  to  the 
Eastern  Shore,  the  place  of  his  nativity.  In  the  opinion  which 
the  Board  had  entertained  of  his  zeal  and  talents,  they  found 
themselves  amply  justified  by  the  results  of  his  labours.  The 
interest  which  had  been  previously  excited,  was  confirmed  and 
increased;  and  the  Board  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  sub- 
ject of  removing  and  colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour,  is 
now  looked  upon  in  Maryland,  as  one  of  the  most  important  to 
her  t'uture  prosperity  and  welfare,  which  can  oi:cnpy  the  atten- 
tion of  her  citizens. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  who  have  removed  from  the 
State  at  the  charge  of  the  Board,  is  ojie  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  (175);  of  whom  twenty-nine  (id)  emigrated  to  the  Island 
of  Hayti;    and  one   hundred  and   forty-six  (i4f>)   to  Liberia,  in 
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Africa:  of  the  latter,  twenty  (20)  were  manumitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  their  emigrating.  The  emigrants  to  Liberia  were  taken 
by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  and  are  to  be  maintain- 
ed by  them  after  their  arrival,  until  they  are  settled  in  the  Col- 
ony, for  a  certain  sum  paid  by  the  Board  for  each  individual. — 
They  were  provided  with  all  necessary  comforts,  and  with  the 
means  of  establishing  themselves  most  advantageously  in  their 
new  abode;  and  if  the  accounts  which  shall  be  received  from 
them,  are  of  such  a  nature  as  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
they  will  be,  there  are  a  large  number  of  coloured  persons  in 
different  quarters  of  the  State,  who  have  expressed  their  deter- 
mination of  following  them  during  the  ensuing  year.  Many 
more,  indeed,  it  is  believed,  would  have  emigrated  this  year, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  which  visit- 
ed the  State,  just  about  the  period  at  which  the  Board  had  de- 
termined to  despatch  the  first  expedition.  The  exertions  of  the 
Board  were  of  course  paralyzed  by  the  fear  of  the  general  spread- 
ing of  this  fatal  disease,  as  it  vv^as  considered  imprudent  to  take 
any  steps  for  the  collecting  together  of  numbers  of  persons;  and 
the  Board  had  at  one  time,  abandoned  the  idea  of  sending  out 
any  emigrants  this  year.  TJie  returning  health,  however,  with 
which  the  state  was  blessed;  and  the  anxiety  of  many  of  the 
emigrants  not  to  postpone  their  departure,  induced  the  Board  to 
change  their  plan;  and  the  fine  Ship  La  Fayette  accordingly 
sailed  from  Baltimore  with  the  emigrants  for  Liberia,  on  the 
ninth  of  December.  In  anticipation  of  a  much  larger  emigra- 
tion next  year,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  immediate 
erection  in  Liberia,  of  suitable  buildings  for  receptacles,  for  the 
accommodation  of  emigrants  on  their  arrival. 

The  Board  cannot  in  justice  omit  to  say,  that  in  fitting  out 
the  expedition  for  Liberia,  as  well  as  in  all  the  previous  meas- 
ures they  had  adopted,  they  received  important  and  efficient 
assistance  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Maryland  State 
Colonization  Society.  This  Body,  and  its  various  Auxiliary 
Societies  in  the  counties,  have  been  actively  engaged  in  promo- 
tingthe  scheme  of  colonization;  and  it  is  owing,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, to  their  exertions,  that  the  Board  were  finally  enabled  to 
despatch  a  vessel  this  year  for  Liberia,  with  emigrants  so  abun- 
dantly provided  with  the  means  of  attaining  that  state  of  pros- 
perity to  which  they  have  such  just  cause  to  aspire.  The  num- 
ber of  manumissions  reported  to  the  Board  by  the  Registers  of 
Wilis,  and  Clerks  of  the  different  County  Courts,  is  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  (453);  of  which,  however,  Diany  are  pros- 
pective; with  regard  to  those  whose  manumissions  have  already 
taken  effect,  the  Board  have  taken  all  the  means  in  their  power 
to  fulfil  their  duty  towards  them,  in  such  manner  as  appeared 
to  them  consonant  with  the  benevolent  provisions  of  the  act  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

The  Board  have  received  returns,  with  lists  of  the  free  people 
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of  colour  residing  in  the  counties  respectively,  from  tkc  Sheriflfi 
of  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  with  the  exception  of  those  of 
Prince  Georges,  Baltimore,  Harford  and  Worcester  counties, 
from  which  none  have  been  received. 

The  amount  drawn  by  the  Board  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
State,  during  the  year,  is  eight  thousand  dollars  ($8000);  and 
a  full  account  of  the  disbursements  of  so  much  thereof  as  has 
been  expended,  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted.  The  Tourh- 
ers  for  such  expenditures,  together  with  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board,  and  all  their  other  books  and  papers,  they 
hold  subject  to  such  examination  as  your  honourable  body  may 
be  pleased  to  direct;  and  they  would  respectfully  ask  leave  to 
refer  to  the  same,  for  all  such  further  details  of  their  acts  and 
proceedings  as  may  be  required,  and  which  they  may  hare  err- 
ed in  judging  it  unnecessary  to  introduce  into  this  Report. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  amount 
expended  by  the  Board,  has  been  for  objects  of  which  the  ben- 
etit  is  expected  to  be  of  a  permanent  character;  and  the  expenses 
of  the  Board,  in  many  items,  would  not  have  increased,  had  a 
much  larger  emigration  taken  place.  The  reasons  which  pre- 
vented this,  have  been  before  alluded  to;  but  so  much  informa- 
tion has  now  been  diffused  among  the  free  coloured  population; 
and  such  is  the  spirit  prevailing  amongst  many  of  them,  that  it 
is  believed  that  numbers  will  gladly  avail  themselves,  during 
tiic  cufaulag  year,  of  the  privileges  offered  them,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope,  that  the  great  and  philanthropic  enterprise 
in  which  the  State  of  Maryland  has  embarked,  will  be  crowned 
with  complete  success.  Resoectfully  submitted, 

MOSES  SHEPHARD, 
CHARLES  HOWARD, 
CHARLES  C.  HARPER. 
Baltimore,  December  24,  1832. 


(  C'  ) 
FUBLiIC  LANDS. 
Early  in  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  Hon.  Henry 
Clay  introduced  a  Bill  into  the  Senate,  providing  for  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Public  Lands  (for  a  lim- 
ited time),  among  the  several  States;  to  be  applied  by  these 
States,  according  to  their  discretion,  to  three  great  objects;  Edu- 
cation, Internal  Improvement,  and  the  Colonization  of  Free 
Persons  of  Colour.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  Bill  as  it 
passed  the  Senate,  January  25,  1832. 

An  Act  to  apmopriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the,  Public  Lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  grant- 
ins;  land  to  certain  States. 

Be  it  tnacied  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Represeniaiiveg  of  the  United  Biate* 
i^f  America  in  Congresa  assembled,  That  from  snd  after  the  thiity-first  day  of  De- 
c.-mbrr,  in  the  j-ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-tw», 
there  bs  allowed    and  paid    to    each  of  the  State*  of  Ohio,  Indiaia,   lUiufiis,  Ai%- 


ksmu,  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiaaa,  over  aud  atwre  what  each  of  lW 
•aid  States  is  entitled  to  by  the  terms  of  the  compacts  entered  into  betweeit 
them,  respectively,  upon  their  admission  into  the  Union,  and  the  United  States, 
the  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  upon  the  nett  amount  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  which,  subsequent  to  the  day  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  within  the 
several  limits  of  the  said  States;  which  said  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum 
shall  be  applied  to  some  object  or  objects  of  internal  improvement,  or  education, 
within  the  said  States,  under  the  direction  of  their  respective  Leojislatures:  pro- 
vided, that  said  dividend  and  distribution,  or  the  proportion  of  any  State  therein, 
shall  be  in  no  wise  affected  or  diminished  on  account  of  any  sums  which  hare 
been  heretofore,  or  shall  be  hereafter,  applied  to  the  construction  or  continuance 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  but  that  the  same  shall  remain  as  heretofore,  chargeable 
■on  the  two  per  centum  fund  provided  for  by  the  compacts  with  the  new  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  deducting  the  said  twelve  and  a 
half  per  centum,  and  what,  by  the  compacts  aforesaid,  has  heretofore  been  allow- 
ed to  the  States  aforesaid,  the  residue  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  all  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  wherever  situated,  which  shall  be  sold  subsequent  to  the 
said  thirty-first  day  of  December,  shall  be  divided  among  the  twenty-four  States 
of  the  Union,  according  to  their  respective  federal  representative  population,  aa 
ascertained  by  the  last  census,  to  be  applied  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  said  States 
to  such  objects  of  education,  internal  improvement,  colonization  of  free  persons  of 
colour,  or  reimbursement  of  any  existing  debt  contracted  for  internal  improve- 
ments, as  the  said  Legislatures  may  severally  designate  and  authorize:  -provided, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  the  prejudice  of  future  appli- 
cations for  areduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  appli- 
cations for  a  transfer  of  the  public  lands,  on  reasonable  terms,  to  the  States  with- 
in which  they  lie,  not  to  impair  the  pov/er  of  Congress  to  make  such  future  dis- 
position of  the  public  lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  it  may  see  fit. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  several  sums  of  money  shall 
be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  half  yearly,  to  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  the  respective  Legislatures    of  the  said    States   may  authorize  and  direct. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  Act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force 
for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  said  thirty-first  day  of  December,  unless  the 
United  States  shall  become  involved  in  war  with  any  foreign  power;  in  which 
•levent,  from  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  this  Act  shall  cease,  and  be  no  long- 
er in  force:  provided,  nevertheless.  That  if,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  this  Act,  any 
new  State  or  States  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  the  power  is  reserved  of 
vasrsigning,  by  law,  to  such  new  State  or  States,  the  proportion  to  which  such  State 
or  States  may  be  entitled,  upon  the  principles  of  this  Act,  and  upon  the  princij)les 
of  any  of  the  compacts  made  as  aforesaid  with  either  of  the  seven  States  first 
Jtnentioned. 

5ec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  during  the  period  in  which  the  nett 
■proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  there  shall  be  annually  appropria- 
ted for  completing  the  surveys  of  said  lands,  a  sum  not  less  than  eighty  thousand 
■flollars;  and  the  minimum  price  at  which  the  public  lands  are  now  sold  at  private 
sale,  shall  not  be  increased;  and  in  case  the  same  shall  be  increased,  by  law,  with- 
in the  period  aforesaid,  so  much  of  this  Act  as  provides  that  the  nett  ))rocceds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  distributed  among  the  several  Slates,  shall, 
from  and  after  the  increase  of  the  minimum  price  thereof,  cease  and  become  utter- 
ly nuH  and  of  no  effect,  any  thing  in  this  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  6.  And.  hi  itf'iriher  enact^.d,  That  whenever,  for  two  successive  years,  it 
shall  appear  to  the  Secretai-y  of  the  Treasniy,  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  within  any  land  district  now  established,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  established,  by  law,  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  employed  b}-  the  United  States  within  such  district,  he  may  discontinue 
such  officiTs,  and  the  lands  contained  in  such  district  remaining  unsold,  sliail,  in 
such  case,    be  annexed  to  the   adjoining  district. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tha.t  there  shall  be  granted  to  each  of  the 
Stat<s  of  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  the  quantity  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land:  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  seventy-two  acres;  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  twenty  thousand  acrcH; 
and  to  tho  State  ot  Alabama,  one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  lying  within  the 
limits  of  said  States,  respectively;  to  be  selected  in  such  manner  as  the  Legisla- 
tures th.Teof  shall  direct,  and  located  in  parcels,  conformably  to  sectional  divi- 
sions and  subdis'isions,  of  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  any  one 
location  on  any  public  'and  subject  to  entry  at  private  sale;  which  said  locatioiv.'i 
iviay  h?.  mad;-  af  any  time  within  five  years  after  the  land.i  of  the  United  Staf«-« 
isi  said  States,  re^oretively,  shall  have  been  curvaypd,  and  offcreA  nt  public  taie 
a«tor<tin«'  fy  cKisfinj;  InWs. 


Sbc.  8.  And  be  il  furUter  tnuclcd ,  Tlmt  the  landis  herein  graulod  to  the  State* 
ttbore  named,  shall  not  be  disposed  of  at  a  price  less  thaa  one  dollar  and  twentr- 
firc  cents  per  acre,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law;  and  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  said  lands  shall  be  faithfully  applied  to  objects  of  internal  improvement 
within  the  States  aforesaid,  respectively;  namely:  roads,  bridges,  canals,  and  im- 
proTement  of  water  courses,  and  draining  swamps;  and  such  roads,  canals,  bridjee, 
and  water  course*,  when  made  or  improved,  shall  be  free  for  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States'  mail,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  for  the  passage  of  their 
troops,  without  the  payment  of  any  toll  whatever. 


ST  A  TEMENT  showing  the  dividend  of  each  State  (according 
to  its  federal  population)  in  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  af- 
ter deducting  Iherejrom  fifteen  per  cent,  as  an  additional  divi- 
dend for  the  States  in  which  the  public  land  is  situated. 

Estimated  proceeds  of  lands  $3,000,000;  deduct  15  per  cent., 
$450,000,  and  $2,550,000  remains  to  be  divided  among  all  the 
States  according  to  their  population. 


States. 


Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Vermont, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Alabama, 

Mississippi, 

Louisiana, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

Ohio, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Missouri, 


Federal  population 
1830. 


399,437 
269,326 
610,408 
280,657 
97,194 
297,665 

1,918,553 
319,922 

1,348,072 

75,432 

405,843 

1,023,503 
639,747 
455,025 
429,811 
262,508 
110,358 
171,694 
625,263 
621,832 
935,884 
343,031 
157,147 
130,419 

11,9-28,731 


Share  in  proceeds   of 
public  lands. 


$85,387  48 
57,573  71 

130,487  59 
59,995  9-3 
20,777  12 
63,631  72 

410,128  29 
68,389  59 

288,]  76  64 

15,202  m 

86,756  89^ 

218,793  82 

136,758  45 

97,270  51 

91,880  52 

56,116  22 

23,591  19 

36,702  95 

133,662  21 

132,928  77 

200,063  54 

73,329  59 

33,593  25 

27,679  68 
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Things  which  should  be  done  to  aid  the  Cause. 

A  Slate  Colonization  Society  should  be  formed  in  each  State  of 
the  Union.     There  are  now  seventeen  State  Societies. 

It  is  vastly  important  that  each  State  Society  should  influence 
our  fellow-citizens  to  establish  an  Auxiliary  Society  in  every  coun- 
ty or  town  of  the  Union. 

Let  every  Clergyman  preach  at  least  once  a  year  on  the  subject. 

Let  all  the  churches  of  every  denomination  in  the  United  States, 
take  up  collections  annually  for  the  Society,  on  or  about  the  Fourth 
of  July. 

Let  meetings  of  the  citizens  be  held  in  every  county,  or  town 
in  the  United  States,  and  memorials  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the 
Society,  be  sent  in  by  them  to  their  State  Legislatures,  and  to 
Congress. 

Let  the  Ladies  every  where  form  associations  to  assist  the  object. 

Let  every  Editor  publish  something  in  its  favour  weekly,  and  send 
his  paper  in  exchange  to  the  African  /depository,  Washington  City, 

Let  the  Friends  of  the  cause,  make  such  arrangements,  as  may 
give  an  opportunity  to  erery  individual  in  the  country ,  of  making 
annually,  a  contribution,  if  it  be  but  of  a  single  cent,  to  promote  it. 

Finally,  Let  every  man  feel  it  to  be  a  personal  duty  to  give  his 
countenance  and  support  to  the  cause;  let  him  realize  its  great- 
ness, its  practicability  and  glory, — and  the  work  will  soon  he  done. 


N.  B. — Anxious  to  bring  this  Report  within  a  small  compass, 
and  give  it  a  speedy  circulation,  we  omit  the  list  of  Life  Mem- 
bers, and  of  Auxiliary  Societies.  We  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
from  our  friends,  information  which  will  enable  us  to  present^ 
the  next  year,  a  full  and  accurate  statement  in  regard  to  both. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH 


ANNUAL     REPORT 


AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


In  the  opening  of  this  Report  the  Executive  Committee  acknowledge 
with  reverence  and  submission,  the  afflicting  visitation  of  Providence,  by 
which  the  venerable  Dr.  Proudfit,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Society,  and 
for  several  years  the  devoted  and  able  secretary  of  the  New  York  Colo- 
nization Society,  has  been  removed  from  his  labors  to  his  reward.  He 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  on  the  17th  of  April,  cherishing  even  in  his 
last  moments,  the  holy  sentiments  that  had  so  long  animated  him  as  a 
Christian  minister  and  philanthropist,  and  an  unwavering  confidence  in 
the  character  and  success  of  this  institution.  His  eminent  faith,  devotion, 
and  charity  were  evident  to  all  who  knew  him,  and  the  people  of  Liberia, 
and  thousands  in  v/hose  bosoms  he  excited  sympathy  in  their  behalf, 
and  from  whose  benevolence  he  drew  generous  contributions  for  their 
benefit,  will  cherish  the  remembrance  of  his  distinguished  exertions  and 
virtues.  His  voice  of  persuasion  and  encouragement  was  heard  in  this 
hall,  at  the  last  anniversary  of  the  Society,  and  though  dead  he  still 
speaks.  By  his  works  and  his  example  he  will  continue  to  live,  and  by 
an  influence  to  which  time  shall  add  only  increasing  extent  and  power. 

With  painful  regret,  the  Committee  also  record  the  decease  of  the  Hon. 
Wm.  Halsey,  of  New  Jersey,  a  gentleman,  who,  during  several  of  the 
closing  years  of  his  life,  engaged  with  zeal,  energy  and  perseverance  in 
efforts  to  make  known  the  views  and  increase  the  funds  of  the  Society. 
He  visited  repeatedly  many  parts  of  New  Jersey,  excited  the  public 
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mind  to  confidence  and  activity  in  the  enterprize,  diffused  information, 
replied  to  objections,  and  induced  many  who  had  been  indifferent,  to  feel 
and  manifest  an  interest  in  its  success.  Among  the  last  acts  of  his  useful 
and  honored  life  was  Uie  publication  of  a  pamphlet,  exhibiting  a  brief  ac- 
count of  the  origin  and  results,  as  now  evident,  of  African  Colonization, 
and  of  his  own  endeavors  in  co-operation  with  the  State  Society  of  New  Jer- 
sey, for  the  advancement  of  the  cause.  This  institution,  the  State  in  which 
be  lived,  and  Africa  so  deeply  indebted  to  his  labors,  will  remember  him  with 
affection,  and  long  deplore  his  loss. 

On  the  ninth  of  May  last,  seventy  one  of  the  slaves  left  by  IMrs.  Marga- 
ret Alison  Reed,  of  Mississippi,  to  Dr.  Stephen  Duncan  and  the  Rev.  Zebu- 
Ion  Butler,  embarked  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  bark"  Renown,"  chartered  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  for  Liberia.  Six  others,  free  persons 
of  color  from  Mississippi  accompanied  them,  which  (one  cliild  a  few  months 
old  having  died  on  the  passage  to  Norfolk,)  with  three  of  the  same  class 
from  Charleston,  made  the  whole  company  that  sailed  from  this  last  port, 
seventy  nine.  In  this  vessel,  lumber  and  trade  goods  for  the  benefit  of 
recaptured  Africans  to  the  amount  of  $1,500  were  shipped  by  order  of  the 
Government,  which  also  sent  out  as  freight  to  the  amount  of  1 ,840^  barrels 
of  pro  visions,  to  belauded  atPortPraya,in  the  CapeDe  Verd  Islands,  for  the 
U.  S.  Squadron,  This  vessel  was,  after  havinglanded  apartof  her  cargo,  un- 
fortunately wrecked  at  the  Cape  De  Verds  with  much  loss,  though  all  the 
passengers  were  saved,  and  through  the  kind  and  energetic  efforts  of  our 
consul,  F.  Gardner,  Esq.,  transferred  to  the  barque  Jane,  of  Massachusetts, 
promptly  chartered  by  him  to  convey  them  to  the  colony.  Though  the 
loss  of  stores  and  provisions  may  have  caused  some  inconvenience  to 
these  emigrants,  all  claim  on  account  of  the  Renown  ceasing  with  the 
nonfulfillment  of  the  terms  of  the  charter-party,  this  unfortunate  event 
proved  of  no  pecuniary  disadvantage  to  the  Society,  Intelligence  of  the 
arrival  of  this  company  at  the  colony,  though  for  some  time  expected, 
has  not  yet  arrived. 

Early  in  November,  the  barque  "  Latrobe,"  sailed  from  Baltimore,  with 
between  seventy  and  eighty  emigrants,  nearly  all  manumitted  slaves,  and 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society,  destined  to  the 
colony  at  Cape  Palmas.  A  worthy  colored  family,  Mr.  Herrings,  and  an  in- 
telligent colored  mechanic,  Mr.  Hines,  from  Virginia,  embarked  in  this  ves- 
eel  for  Monrovia,  under  the  direction  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Parent  Soci- 
ety. Of  the  number  emigrating  to  Cape  Palmas,  thirty-one  were  manu= 
mitted  by  a  single  philanthropic  individual,  Mr. Goodwin,  who  was  present, 
with  a  numerous  assembly  of  the  friends  of  the  cause,  to  participate  in  the 
impressive  religious  services  at  their  departure. 
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By  a  recent  legal  decision,  twelve  slaves  in  Flemingsburg,  Ky.,  are  to 
receive  tlieir  freedom  and  are  now  ready  to  emigrate,  and  a  final  decree  in 
favor  of  the  liberty  of  twenty-one  at  Richmond,  Va.,  is  expected  the  present 
month,  while  three  in  Nansemond  county  are  now  ready  to  sail,  and  a  num- 
ber from  Gloucester  county  and  other  places  will  soon,  it  is  expected,  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

The  message  of  Governor  Roberts  to  the  colonial  legislature  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  and  his  subsequent  despatches,  afford  gratifying 
evidence  of  increasing  attention  to  commerce,  agriculture,  education,  and 
various  public  improvements.  By  the  colonial  law,  a  common  school 
is  to  be  established  in  every  township  of  the  colony,  under  the  direction 
of  a  school  committee,  to  which  all  persons  are  compelled  by  law  to  send 
their  children  ;  and,  while  all  monies  arising  from  licenses  and  un- 
appropriated military  and  court  fines  are  set  apart  as  a  fund  to  support 
education,  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  and  villages  are  autho- 
rized to  impose  taxes  to  supply  any  deficiency.  To  this  subject,  the 
Governor  invokes  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  in  appropriate  and 
impressive  terms.  "  The  condition  of  our  race,"  he  observes,  "  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  and  especially  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  heathen  coun- 
try, should  be  motives  to  rouse  us  to  greater  diligence,  that  we  may  show 
to  the  world  that  the  African  race  is  as  susceptible  of  mental  improve- 
ment as  any  other.  At  present  there  are  schools  established  in  several  of 
our  towns  and  villages  ;  these,  how'ever,  are  under  the  patronage  and  con- 
trol of  various  religious  institutions  in  America,  and  may  be  discontinued 
at  any  moment.  It  therefore  becomes  us  to  assist  ourselves  in  this  great 
work  of  improvement,  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  any  emergency.  We 
can  do  something  and  should  do  something.  Let  us  put  our  shouldeis  to 
the  wheel,  and  when  we  have  done  all  we  can  do,  I  pledge  myself  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  aid.  The  sympathies  of  the  benevolent  every  where 
are  enlisted  in  our  favor,  especially  with  regard  to  this  subject;  and 
when  it  is  known  abroad,  that  we  appreciate  learning,  and  are  doing  all 
in  our  power  to  obtain  it  and  cannot  succeed,  then,  and  not  till  then,  shall 
we  have  the  efficient  aid  of  our  friends  abroad,  and  be  able  to  establish 
permanent  schools  for  the  education  of  our  youth."  There  is  evidently 
a  want  of  competent  teachers,  and  of  means  for  their  support,  and  more 
effectual  measures  are  suggested  to  the  legislature  by  the  Governor  to 
meet  the  necessity  of  a  more  general  and  thorough  system  of  instruction. 
Though  the  commerce  of  the  colony  has  suffered  from  occasional  disJ 
asters,  and  particularly  from  the  competition  and  interference  of  foreign- 
ers, yet  it  is  steadily  on  the  increase.  It  is  stated  in  the  message  of  the 
Governor  just  quoted,  that  "  during  the  past  year  three  new  vessels  have 
been  launched  at  Monrovia,  one  at  Bassa  Cove,  two,  which  were  foreign 
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built  purchased  bj'  colonists,"  and  thai  three  others  were  about  to  be 
launched  from  the  stocks.  It  may  be  expected  that  confidence  will  arise 
and  increase  between  American  traders  and  the  merchants  of  the  colonies 
of  great  mutual  advantages,  and  that  these  settlements  will  at  no  distant 
day  attract  to  themselves  a  very  valuable  commerce  from  various  points 
of  the  coast,  and  the  powerful  tribes  of  interior  Africa.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  while  Liberia  has  already  done  much  to  enlighten  the  minds 
of  the  native  Africans,  to  excite  their  industry,  and  direct  their  attention 
to  the  vast  resources  of  their  country,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  lives  and 
advance  the  interests  of  Americans  engaged  in  lawful  traffic  upon  that 
coast,  it  has  looked  in  vain  for  that  encouragement  and  support,  which  it 
so  well  merits  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  committee 
trust  that  such  instructions  have  been  or  will  be  given  to  our  African 
squadron,  as  shall  enable  it  to  render  that  protection  and  aid  to  the  author- 
ities of  Liberia,  as  are  consistent  with  the  specific  objects  of  its  move- 
ments, and  the  constitution  and  true  policy  of  the  country. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  the  colony,  have  neither  been  prosecuted 
with  sufficient  vigor,  nor  wholly  neglected.  Of  necessity  the  farmers  of 
Liberia  labor  under  great  difiiculties  and  embarrassments,  and  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  most  valuable  productions  of  the  tropics,  must  be  expected 
to  make  but  slow  progress.  Trade,  as  the  more  easy  and  lapid  means  of 
support,  naturally  and  principally  occupied  the  attention  and  efforts  of  the 
early  settlers,  to  the  neglect  of  agriculture,  the  more  sure  and  certain 
source  of  comfort  and  prosperity.  "  The  soil,"  remarks  the  Governor, 
in  his  last  message,  "  is  good  and  capable  of  producing  abundant  harvests  ; 
this  will  be  admitted  by  all,  and  in  every  instance  where  individuals  have 
perseveringly  given  the  business  a  fair  trial,  it  has  not  failed  to  yield  them  a 
handsome  reward."  Again  he  observes,  "  though  the  crops  among  the 
natives  last  year,  in  a  great  degree  failed,  the  colonists,  especially  in  the 
upper  settlements,  were  generally  free  from  want,  and  in  many  instances 
were  able  to  supply  the  neighboring  natives.  The  past  season  has  been 
one  of  rejoicing  among  the  farmers.  Rice  crops,  especially,  have  been 
abundant,  and  I  rejoice  to  find  that  the  people  throughout  the  commonwealth 
are  becoming  awake  to  their  true  interests,  and  convinced  that  the  future 
prosperity  and  independence  of  the  colony,  depend  upon  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  country.  Several  gentlemen  both  in  this  and  Bassa  county, 
are  turning  their  attention  to  this  subject,  and  are  establishing  coffee  and 
sugar  estates,  though  at  present  on  a  small  scale.  The  experiment  has 
proved  successful,  and  established  beyond  a  doubt,  the  fact,  that  farmers 
in  Liberia,  if  industrious,  frugal  and  persevering,  may  become  not  only 
independent,  but  rich.'' 
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A  number  of  valuable  public  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
colony,  and  in  his  message  early  in  the  year,  the  Governor  states,  that  the 
revenue  of  1842,  arising  from  duties  on  imports,  tonnage  and  other 
sources,  amounted  to  85,403  53,  and  the  expenditures  on  public  works 
to  $3,111  12,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $2,242  41. 

The  constitution  and  laws  of  the  commonwealth  of  Liberia,  including 
an  abstract  of  legal  principles  and  rules,  with  an  appendix  of  forms  for 
legal  proceedings,  published  by  order  of  the  Legislative  Council,  has  been 
transmitted  by  the  Governor  to  the  Society,  and  leaves  it  impossible  to 
doubt  that  intelligent  justice  and  humanity  pervade  the  public  mind  of  the 
colony,  and  that  in  their  enactments,  a  due  regard  will  be  had  to  educa- 
tion, to  the  necessities  of  the  poor,  and  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
native  African  people.  The  abstract  of  legal  principles  and  rules,  appears 
to  have  been  compiled  with  care,  by  the  former  chairman  of  the  committee 
(Judge  Wilkeson)  and  transmitted  to  the  colony,  and  to  them,  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature  in  1841,  was  given  the  force  of  law. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  during  no  one  year, 
since  the  origin  of  the  Society,  has  the  colony  been  as  healthy,  quiet,  and 
improving  as  the  last,  and  that  its  friends  have  occasion  for  special  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God  for  his  favoring  providence  towards  it,  for  the  good 
order  and  harmony  of  its  inhabitants,  for  their  increasing  regard  to  the 
public  welfare  and  the  true  resources  of  permanent  individual  prosperity, 
for  the  spirit  which  has  animated  the  colonial  legislature  in  the  enact- 
ment of  good  laws,  and  for  the  wise  administration  of  the  same,  and 
finally  for  the  abundant  evidence  they  possess,  that  the  public  affairs  of 
Liberia  are  settled  on  firm  and  peaceful  foundations. 

Peace  has  prevailed  during  the  year,  between  Ihe  colony  and  the  native 
tribes,  and  some  negotiations  have  been  concluded,  mutually  beneficial 
and  promising  an  extensive  influence  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  advance  of  civilization.  In  the  month  of  February,  Governor 
Roberts  visited  the  Golah  country,  some  eighty  to  one  hundred  miles  in 
the  interior,  and  of  this  region  he  remarks;  "I  have  traveled  considera- 
bly in  the  United  States,  but  have  never  seen  any  where  a  more  beautiful 
country  than  the  one  we  passed  through  ;  well  timbered  and  watered,  and 
the  soil,  I  venture  to  assert,  equal  to  any  in  the  world." 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  alliance  was  formed  between  the  Colonial  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  principal  king  and  other  kings  and  head  men  of  the 
Golahs,  by  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  all  matters  of  difierence  which 
might  arise  between  the  Liberians  and  Golahs,  or  between  the  head  men 
of  the  Golahs,  or  between  this  tribe  and  any  other,  should  be  referred  to 
the  Governor  for  adjustment,  that  the  natives  of  the  interior  should  not  be 
obstructed  in  their   intercourse  or  trade  with   the  colony,  that  the  slave 
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trade  should  be  banished  from  the  country,  and  the  superstitious  trial  by 
sassy-wood,  or  other  poisonous  matters  should  be  forever  abandoned. 

With  Ballasada  one  of  these  chiefs,  a  treaty  was  concluded  in  1840, 
and  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  Governor  Roberts  was  requested  to 
interpose  between  him  and  a  neighboring  chief,  Gogomina,  wlio  had  taken 
and,  as  was  supposed,  murdered  six  of  the  people  of  Ballasada.  On  the 
requisition  of  the  Governor  the  people  (who  were  yet  alive)  were  restored, 
and  war  prevented.  Ballasada  has  expressed  his  desire  of  removing 
with  his  tribe  within  the  limits  of  the  colony,  and  a  tract  of  land  has  been 
assigned  to  him. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  this  treaty  may  open  commercial  intercourse 
%vith  the  people  around  the  sources  of  the  Niger,  and  taken  in  connection 
with  the  fact,  that  treaties  of  the  same  general  character  have  from  time  to 
time,  been  made  with  some  thirty  other  kings,  proves  that,  "  however  the 
colony  may  fall  short  of  being  what  it  should  be,  it  has  established  among 
its  neiglibors,  who  have  watched  it  for  twenty  years,  such  a  reputation 
for  superior  intelligence,  equity  and  good  government,  that  they  think 
their  condition  improved  by  placing  themselves  tlius  under  its  control." 

Anxious  to  adopt  every  measure,  which  might  conduce  to  diffuse  in- 
information  and  elicit  aid  from  the  churches  of  the  country,  in  the  month 
of  April  a  circular  letter  was  prepared,  and  distributed  to  the  number  of 
about  eight  thousand,  among  the  ministers  of  nearly  every  religious  de^ 
nomination  in  the  land.  This  letter  was  copied  in  several  of  the'religious 
newspapers,  and  there  is  reason  to  think  was  read  by  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Public  confidence  in  the  cause  has,  the  Committee  are  convinced,  been 
revived  and  strengthened  during  the  year  in  many  parts  of  the  Union. 
In  the  spring,  the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society  resolved,  that  vi- 
gorous efforts  were  demanded  by  the  circumstances  of  the  Society  and 
colony,  and  in  a  public  address  recommended  it  to  the  regards  of  the 
churches  and  congregations  of  every  name.  The  State  Colonization  So- 
ciety of  Connecticut,  was  re-organized  at  Hartford,  in  the  month  of  May, 
and  that  of  Delaware,  about  the  same  time.  The  Colonization  Society  of 
Vermont,  still  continues  its  aid  to  the  cause,  and  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Maine,  are  some  of  its  most  warm  and  devoted  friends.  The  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  Societies,  have  continued  to  cherish  zeal  in  the  enter- 
prize,  though  from  various  causes  (in  the  case  of  the  former  repeated  dis- 
appointments in  securing  the  services  of  a  secretary  and  general  agent,) 
their  contributions  have  been  less  than  in  several  former  .years.  The  Col- 
onization Society  of  Indiana,  and  that  of  Missouri,  have  renewed  their  ex- 
ertions, and  Virginia  retains  for  the  scheme  her  early  confidence  and 
attachment.     The  Committee  are   assured  that  there  is  no  abatement  of 
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zeal  in  its  behalf  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  though  prevailing  financial 
embarrassments  in  those  States,  and  the  want  of  an  able  agent,  as  in  many 
other  portions  of  the  country,  have  prevented  the  usual  amount  of  contri- 
butions to  the  Parent  Society.  In  New  England  and  some  other  sections 
of  the  Union,  the  cause  of  this  Society  has  been  assailed  by  every  weapon 
which  the  subtlety  and  ingenuity  of  opponents  could  direct  against  it. 
So  fierce  and  ungovernable  has  been  the  spirit  of  hostility,  so  disturbed  has 
been  the  peace  of  ministers  and  churches,  so  extensively  has  suspicion  been 
excited,  and  so  many  doubts  thrown  over  the  cause,  that  many  intelligent 
and  benevolent  men  have  been  led  to  pause  and  suspend  their  efTorls  for 
its  benefit.  Unfortunate  impressions,  produced  by  slight  and  transient 
causes,  and  individual  dissentions  on  the  African  coast,  of  the  influence  of 
the  colonists  upon  the  cause  of  missions,  have  diminished  confidence  and 
sympathy  in  churches  and  prevented  collections  for  the  Society.  Re- 
examination has  re-established  the  merits  of  the  cause  in  the  minds  of 
thousands,  and  made  them  its  friends  forever. 

The  committee  have  neglected  no  proper  means  of  securing  the  services 
of  able  and  judicious  agents,  but  their  endeavors  have  been  attended  with  but 
partial  success.  In  Pennsylvania,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  secretary  and  gen- 
eral agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society,  has  continued  his  earnest  and  useful 
labors,  though  various  causes,  especially  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of 
the  State,  have  rendered  the  collection  of  funds  a  work  of  toil  and  diffi- 
culty. 

A.S  secretary  and  general  agent  of  the  Massachusetts  Society,  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  have  been  of  great  value,  and  his  able 
writings  have  effectually  contributed  to  diffuse  information,  correct  errors, 
refute  objections  and  strengthen  confidence  in  the  cause. 

Mr.  Franklin  Knight  was  appointed  early  in  the  year  to  visit,  as  agent, 
various  parts  of  Virginia,  in  the  hope  that  a  number  of  large  unpaid  sub-? 
scriptions  might  be  collected,  and  that  a  fund  might  be  raised  to  enlarge  by 
purchase,  the  Liberian  territory.  The  pecuniary  embarrassments  in  that 
State  rendered  it  impossible  to  raise  large  sums  of  money,  yet  the  faith- 
ful exertions  of  Mr.  Knight,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  only  result  in  the  addition 
of  a  valuable  amount  to  the  funds  of  the  society,  but  in  awakening  the  minds 
of  many  to  interest  in  the  cause,  and  the  formation  of  several  auxiliary  so- 
cieties. 

Rev.  Samuel  Cornelius,  who  had  in  previous  years  rendered  very  im- 
portant service  to  the  cause,  has  been  earnestly  engaged  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Society  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  for  a  portion  of 
the  year  in  New  Jersey. 

Captain  George  Barker,  who   has   long  labored  indefatigably  and  sue- 
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cessfuUy  for  the  Institution,  more  particularly  in  the  New  England  States, 
has  continued  his  exertions  in  those  States,  and  New  York,  principally 
in  making  collections  and  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  African  Reposi- 
tory. 

The  Rev.  M.  Wallace,  of  Ohio,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ken- 
tucky, have  made  some  efforts  in  their  respective  States  during  the  year, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  M.  Aston  has  recently  been  appointed  for  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  but  as  yet,  no  intelligence  is  received  of  his  movements. 

While  during  the  year  a  considerable  amount  of  debt  has  been  paid  in 
the  colony,  and  the  pecuniary  obligations  of  the  Society  been  there  re- 
duced ;  yet  the  Comrnittee  regret  to  say,  that  owing  to  the  failures  of  the 
usual  resources  from  some  of  the  most  wealthy  States  of  the  Union,  the 
full  amount  proposed  to  be  raised  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  has  not  been 
received.  The  operations  of  the  Society  have  thus  been  restricted  and 
embarrassed,  and  the  still  remaining  debt  of  the  Society  not  materially 
diminished.  The  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  country  felt  by  all  benevo- 
lent societies,  and  by  almost  every  individual,  the  absence  of  the  usual 
amount  of  aid  from  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana, 
the  too  general  neglect  of  ministers  and  churches,  disposed  to  avoid 
agitated  and  controverted  topics,  to  take  up  collections ;  the  impossibility 
of  obtaining  able  agents  for  certain  districts  of  country,  the  obstacles 
thrown  by  the  enemies  of  the  Society  in  the  way  of  those  who  have 
been  employed,  will  afford  an  explanalion  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Society.  It  should  be  added,  that  receipts  from  legacies  have  been  small- 
er the  last,  than  in  several  preceding  years.  Some  bequests  are  still  due 
the  Society,  but  embarrassed  by  pending  suits.  It  has  been  deemed 
expedient  the  last  as  in  previous  years,  from  motives  of  economy,  in  the 
necessary  expenditures  at  the  colony,  to  send  a  small  stock  of  trade 
goods  to  the  public  store,  and  the  returns  have  been  as  large  as  could  be 
expected.  By  entering  more  largely  into  this  commerce,  could  permanent 
arrangements  be  made,  for  securing  regular  intercourse  by  vessels  under' 
the  control  of  the  Society,  between  this  country  and  the  various  settle- 
ments of  the  colony  and  other  points  on  the  coast,  the  Committee  doubt 
not  the  means  of  the  Institution  might  be  much  augmented. 

From  an  extensive  correspondence,  and  from  intercourse  with  nu- 
merous individuals  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  the  Committee  are 
well  assured,  that  the  limited  income  of  the  Society  the  last  year,  is  not 
to  be  traced  to  a  diminution  of  interest  in  the  cause  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  the  attachment  of  its  friends  every  where  is  increasing,  and  that  in 
more  favorable  times  and  circumstances  they  will  extend  to  it  that  assist- 
ance which  it  merits  and  requires. 
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The  difficulties  which  the  colony  has  experienced  from  the  interfer- 
ence of  foreign  traders,  and  the  collisions  and  injuries  to  which  it  will  be 
exposed,  should  any  foreign  Powei  establish  itself  on  any  portion  of  the 
coast  to  which  its  Government  has  pre-emptive  rights,  or  so  near  in  its 
vicinity  as  necessarily  to  restrain  its  advantages  and  restrict  its  growth, 
are  subjects  whicli  have  not  escaped  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 
They  have  invoked  the  friendly  interposition  of  our  own  Government  to 
induce  both  the  authorities  of  England  and  France  to  abstain  from  plant- 
ing establishments  on  any  portion  of  the  coast  from  Cape  Mount  to  Cape 
Palmas,  but  they  are  not  informed  of  the  results  of  the  representations 
which  they  arq  assured  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  through 
our  ministers,  to  at  least  one  of  these  Governments. 

Near  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congiess,  Mr  Kennedy,  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Colonization  convention,  held  in  this  city  in  May,  1842,  presented  a  very 
valuable  report,  which  has  since  been  printed  by  order  of  Congress, 
with  a  great  variety  of  documents  relating  to  the  history  of  African  Colon- 
ization, the  slave-trade,  the  condition,  climate,  people,  comm.ercial  and 
agricultural  resources  of  Africa.     This  report  says  : 

"  It  is  vitally  important  that  tlie  territory  of  the  colonies  should  be  enlarged,  and 
that  their  jurisdiction  should  become  clear  and  incontestible  over  the  whole  lirie  of  coast 
between  Cape  Mount  and  Cape  Palmas,  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  miles ;  and 
that  in  case  of  hostilities  between  this  and  any  European  country,  their  rights  as  neutrals, 
should  be  recognized  and  respected.  The  increase  of  legitimate  commerce  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa  is  already  strongly  tempting  the  enterprize  of  English  merchants,  and  se- 
rious difficulties  have  arisen  between  British  traders  claiming  rights,  independent  of  the 
governments  of  Liberia  and  Maryland  within  their  territorial  limits.  Naval  olficers  of 
Great  Britain  have  been  called  on  by  British  subjects  to  interpose  and  defend  them  against 
the  revenue  laws  of  the  colonies ;  and  the  French,  the  committee  are  informed,  have 
sought  to  obtain  a  cession  of  lands  within  the  limits  of  Liberia  just  referred  to,  and  to 
which  the  people  of  that  colony  have  a  pre-emptive  right. 

"  As  neither  Great  Britain  nor  any  European  Government,  has  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee  claimed  political  jurisdiction  from  Cape  Mount  to  Cape  Palmas ;  as  such 
claim  if  by  possibility  it  exists,  has  arisen  long  since  the  colonies  were  founded;  as  those 
who  occupy  these  settlements  have  gone  thither  to  establish  for  themselves,  their  pos- 
terity, and  multitudes  who  may  follow  them,  a  republican  commonwealth,  capable  of  in- 
definite enlargement,  it  is  essential  that  they  be  not  disturbed  in  the  exercise  of  rights 
already  acquired,  or  precluded  from  extending  their  authority  over  the  entire  line  of  coast, 
(from  Cape  Mount  to  Cape  Palmas)  generally  known  as  Liberia.  An  appropriation  of 
a  few  thousand  dollars  to  enable  the  colonists  to  effect  negotiations  with  the  native  chiefs, 
by  which  the  native  title  to  this  region  of  Africa  should  be  extinguished,  and  the  juris- 
diction of  their  Government  over  it  rendered  un<iuestionable,  would  in  the  judgment  of 
your  committee,  whether  regarded  as  a  measure  auxiliary  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave- 
trade  or  to  the  interests  of  American  commercp  be  highly  expedient.  In  all  treaties  for 
Ihe  purchase  of  lands,  it  might  be  stipulated  that  on  the  part  of  the  African   chiefs  the 
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slave-trade  should  be  forever  abandoned,  and  their  attention  directed  to  the  more  gainful 
pursuits  of  agricultural  industry,  and  to  the  exchange  of  the  rich  products  of  their  coun- 
try, for  those  of  the  manufacturing  skill  of  this  and  other  civilized  nations.  The  people 
of  the  colonies,  thus  encouraged,  would  co-operate  most  effectively  with  our  naval  squad- 
ron ia  carrying  out  the  humane  and  philanthropic  purpose  of  the  recent  treaty,  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  slave-trade,  and  become  factors  and  agents  to  increase  and  extend 
American  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  It  is  believed  that  $20,000  thus  ex- 
pended would  effect  more  for  the  furtherance  of  both  these  objects,  than  $100,000  ex- 
pended in  any  other  way. 

"  The  committee  have  abundant  evidence,  to  which  they  refer  in  the  documents  ac- 
companying this  report,  to  show  the  increase  of  lawful  commerce  on  the  African  coast, 
and  that  for  want  of  adequate  protection,  and  the  due  attention  of  our  Government  to  the 
subject,  it  has  been  prosecuted  by  our  own  citizens  under  great  disadvantages.  To  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  James  Hall,  a  gentleman  entitled  to  full  confidence,  and  who  has  resided 
long  in  Africa,  the  committee  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  House.  This  testimony 
is  confirmed  by  the  information  recently  given  to  the  world  in  the  report  and  accompany- 
ing documents  of  a  committee  of  the  English  House  of  Commons,  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  British  settlements  and  their  relations  to  the  native  tribes  of 
Western  Africa.  The  annual  imports  from  Western  Africa  into  this  country  probably 
exceed  a  million  of  dollars,  and  into  Great  Britain  are  about  four  millions.  The  palm- 
oil  trade  now  becoming  of  great  value  had  hardly  an  existence  twelve  years  ago,  is  rapidly 
increasing,  and  may  be  increased  to  an  almost  indefinite  extent.  Hitherto  the  slave- 
trade  has  been  at  war  with  all  improvement  and  every  kind  of  innocent  commerce ;  its 
cessation  will  be  succeeded  by  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  the  growth  of  trade  in  all 
the  varied  and  valuable  productions  of  the  African  climate.  It  is  of  infinite  importance 
that  the  natives  of  Africa  should  be  convinced  that  agricultural  labor,  and  the  substitution 
of  lawful  trade  for  the  infamous  commerce  in  human  beings,  will  be  for  their  advantage, 
and  that  in  their  intercourse  with  them,  our  own  merchants  should  possess  every  priv- 
ilege granted  to  those  of  England,  or  any  other  nation. 

"  The  establishment  of  a  commercial  agent,  (as  recommended  by  Dr.  Hall,)  to  reside 
in  Liberia,  and  occasionally  to  visit  in  a  Government  vessel,  various  points  on  the  coast, 
to  ascertain  the  best  sites  for  mercantile  establishments,  to  form  conventions  and  treaties 
of  commerce  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade  with  the  principal  chiefs,  to  take 
charge  of  the  stores  and  other  property  sent  out  for  our  ships-of-war,  to  guard  the  rights 
and  interests  of  our  seamen,  and  secure  for  American  vessels  a  free  and  unrestrained  right 
of  trade  at  all  important  stations,  the  committee  would  recommend  as  an  object  urgently 
demanded  by  interest  and  humanity. 

"  The  time  has  arrived,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  when  this  subject  of  African 
Colonization  has  become  sufficiently  important  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  people  in  its 
connection  with  the  question  of  the  political  relations  which  these  colonies  are  to  hold 
with  our  Government.  Founded  partly  by  the  private  enterprize  of  American  citizens, 
and  partly  by  the  aid  of  federal  and  state  authorities,  recognized  as  political  communities 
by  our  laws,  and  even  owing  their  regulation  in  some  degree,  to  the  legislation  of  a  State 
of  this  Union,  (as  in  the  case  of  Maryland)  they  have  attained  a  position  in  which,  ob- 
viously, they  must  very  soon  become  objects  of  consideration  to  the  world,  both  for  the 
commerce  which  may  be  under  their  control,  and  for  the  agency  they  are  likely  to  exer- 
cise in  the  final  disenthralment  of  the  continent  to  which  they  belong.  It  may  speedily 
become  apparent  to  the  observation  of  Christendom,  that  the  slave-trade  may  more  cer- 
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tainly,  effectually  and  cheaply  lie  destroyed  by  the  colonial  power  on  shore,  than  by  all 
the  squadrons  of  Europe  and  America  afloat.  The  growth  of  such  a  conviction  will  in- 
evitably draw  an  anxious  and  friendly  eye  towards  the  American  colonies,  from  ever)' 
power  which  sincerely  purees  the  charitable  work  of  relieving  Africa  from  her  horrible 
traffic,  and  mankind  from  the  reproach  of  permitting  it.  The  influence  of  such  a  senti- 
ment, we  may  conceive  will  greatly  advance  the  interests  and  magnify  the  value  of  the 
colonies.  It  would  appear  to  be  our  duty,  before  an  occasion  of  conflicting  interest  may 
arise,  to  talie  such  steps  towards  the  recognition  of  our  appropriate  relations  to  these  com- 
munities, as  may  hereafter  secure  to  them  the  protection  of  this  Government,  and  to  our 
citizens  the  advantages  of  commercial  intercourse  with  them." 

The  following  resolutions  are  submitted  at  the  close  of  this  report. 

"  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  increasing  importance  of  the  colonies  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa,  both  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  that  coast  and  their  influence  in  sup- 
pressing the  slave-trade,  renders  it  expedient  that  an  agent  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Government  to  protect  and  advance  the  interests  of  American  trade  in  that  region ;  that 
said  agent  should  reside  at  some  convenient  point  in  the  said  colonies ;  and  that  he 
should  be  empowered  to  form  treaties  or  conventions  with  the  native  tribes  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  for  the  advancement  of  American  trade,  and  for  the  suppression  of  the  traffic 
in  slaves. 

"And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  subject  of  settling  the  political  relations  proper  to 
be  adopted  and  maintained  between  this  Government  and  the  colonies  now  established 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  established,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  the  citizens  or  public 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  States,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  direction  that  he  report  thereon  to  the  next  Congress." 

The  committee  cherish  the  hope,  that  some  early  and  effectual  measures 
in  accordance  with  the  general  views  of  this  report,  will  be  adopted  by 
Congress. 

The  value  of  this  document,  as  a  source  of  information  on  almost  every 
topic  connected  with  the  enterprise  of  African  Colonization,  cannot  well 
be  over-estimated.  The  subject  is  now  fully  and  fairly  before  the  nation. 
Every  consideration  connected  with  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  the  protection  and  advancement  of  our  commerce  on  the  African 
coast,  the  very  objects,  for  which  our  squadron  is  there  maintained,  de- 
mands that  a  fostering  care  should  be  extended  by  the  Government,  to  the 
colonies  of  Liberia.  "  Here,"  says  Dr.  Hall,  "  our  Government  finds 
ready  at  hand  the  very  establishment  which  a  sagacious  statesman  would 
have  desired,  a  key  of  that  vast  continent,  to  unlock  and  open  its  treas- 
ures to  our  commerce,  a  foothold  from  which,  with  the  least  possible  pro- 
tection, we  could  not  be  dislodged.  We  have  thus  far  realized  all  the 
advantages  of  colonial  possessions  without  the  expense  of  founding  and 
supporting  them.  We  have  the  material  for  extending  and  perpetuating 
colonies  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  not  possessed  by  any  other  nation  in  the 
world  ;  and  why  should  all  these  advantages  be  sacrificed.     Why  should 
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we  not  at  least,  seek  to  retain  what  we  alreacjy  possess,  when  it  can  so 
easily  be  done." 

The  committee  are  gratified  to  observe,  that  the  report  of  Mr.  Kennedy 
has  attracted  much  attention,  and  they  are  happy  to  conclude  this  report 
with  a  passage  from  an  able  and  instructive  article  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Biblical  Repertory  and  Princeton  Review. 

"  N"o  idea,"  says  the  writer,  "  is  dearer  to  them  [the  Liberians]  than  that 
of  becoming  an  independent  nation,  and  we  acknowledge,  that  it  is  our 
earnest  wish,  that  Liberia  may  never  become  dependent  on  any  nation. 
Let  it  under  providence,  become  a  great  and  virtuous  Republic.  No 
nation,  in  its  beginning  ever  had  a  brighter  prospect  before  it.  Let  the 
American  Government  become  the  ally  and  protector  of  these  colonies. 
Let  them  assist  tliem,  to  complete  the  purchase  of  those  portions  of  teri- 
tory,  the  title  of  which  has  not  yet  been  acquired  from  the  natives.  Let 
them  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages,  which  these  colonies  present, 
for  prosecuting  that  valuable  commerce,  which  is  now  opening  to  the 
world  ;  and  let  them  combine  their  efforts  with  those  of  other  nations,  in 
untiring  efforts  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  in  which  benevolent  enterprise, 
they  will  find  the  Liberians  their  most  efficient  coadjutors.  But  let 
Liberia  eorever  be  free.  The  greatest  difficulties  attending  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  colony,  are  already  overcome,  and  we  do  entertain  the  confi- 
dent and  pleasing  expectation,  that  Liberia  is  destined  to  be  a  grand  re- 
public, which  shall  extend  its  benign  influence  into  the  very  centre  of  the 
dark  continent  of  Africa.  And  we  do  believe  that  it  is  the  design  of  a 
wise  and  benignant  providence  to  make  Liberia  the  asylum  of  the  whole 
African  race,  now  dispersed  over  a  large  part  of  this  continent,  and  the 
West  India  Islands.  In  our  view,  there  is  no  spot  on  the  globe  better 
calculated  to  interest  the  Christian  and  philanthropist,  than  this  little  re- 
public on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  When  the  historian  shall  survey 
the  events  of  the  nineteenth  century,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  his  eye  will 
fix  v/ith  intense  interest,  on  the  bold,  but  benevolent  enterprise,  of  colon- 
izing the  free  people  of  color  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  And  that  such  an 
enterprise  should  have  been  undertaken  by  a  voluntary  association, 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  Government;  and  that  it  should  have  been 
successful,  will  be  a  subject  of  wonder  to  future  ages.  It  is  our  sincere 
persuasion,  that  no  event,  which  has  occured  in  the  world  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  nineteenth  century,  is  at  all  equal  in  real  importance 
to  the  successful  establishment  of  this  litde  colony.  We  do  not  think, 
that  the  history  of  the  world  can  furnish  a  parallel  to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  work,  by  voluntary  association  of  benevolent  men." 

The  committee  will  add  only,  that  however  wide  and  fair  a  prospect  is 
opened  by  this  enterprise  to  the  eye  of  philanthropy,  however  great  the 
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wisdom  and  sagacity  that  devised  it,  or  the  benevolence  and  piety  of  those 
who  in  the  service  of  the  Society  have  sacrificed  their  lives  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  none  deserve  higher  praise  than  those  men  of  color  who  have 
engaged  in  it  with  an  unconquerable  resolution,  determined  at  all  hazards  to 
lift  the  covering  of  night  and  barbarism  from  the  African  mind,  to  re-kindle 
the  extinguished  hopes,  and  re-build  the  broken  fortunes  of  their  race. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OFDIRECTORS 

OF  the'  AMERICAS   COLONIZATION   SOCIETY,   AT  THEIR   ANNUAL  MEETING. 

Washington  City,  January  17,  1844. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  met. 
Present, 

Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.,  P.  T.  Jones,  Esq.,  Rev.  A.  D.  Gillett, 
Delegates  from  the  Pennsylvania  Colonization  Society — A.  G.  Phelps, 
Esq.,  Neiv  York  Colonization  Society — Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  Massa- 
chusetts Colonization  Society — Rev.  Elias  Harrison,  Rev,  John  Davis, 
District  of  Colunihia  Colonization  Society — Elliott  Cresson,  Esq.,  Life 
Director— Uev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  W.  McLain,  M.  St.  C.  Clarke,  Esq.,  H. 
L.  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  Members  Executive  Committee. 

Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  W.  McLain  was 
appointed  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Meeting  were  read. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Tracy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Annual  Report  be  taken  up,  and  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to 
the  state  of  the  colony  be  referred  to  a  committee  ;  and  that  so  much  thereof  as  relates 
to  the  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country  be  referred  to  another  committee,  each  com- 
mittee to  consist  of  three  members. 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Tracy,  Gillett,  and 
Davis,  a  committee  on  the  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country ;  and 

Messrs.  Cresson,  Harrison,  and  Jones,  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  financial  interests  of  the 
Society,  and  by  what  means  the  income  of  the  Society  may  be  increased. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what,  if  any,  further  meas- 
ures should  be  adopted  to  increase  the  confidence  of  all  the  friends  of  missions,  and  to 
secure  their  aid  to  the  cause. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  what,  if  any,  further  meas- 
ures should  be  adopted  to  secure  aid  from  the  General  and  State  Governments,  and  also 
to  secure  a  friendly  recognition  by  foreign  powers  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  Liberia. 

4.  Rexolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  whether  any  and  what  meas- 
ures should  be  adopted  to  secure  some  increased  advantages  from  trade  with  the  Colony  ; 
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and,  also,  whether  and  what  arrangements  should  be  made  to  establish  a  regular  line  of 
packets,  to  sail  at  least  twice  a  year  at  certain  times  for  the  Colony. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  W.  McLAiN,the  first  and  third  of  these  resolu- 
tions were  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  state  of  the  cause 
in  this  country,  and  the  second  and  fourth  to  the  committee  on  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  colony. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  James  Hall,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of  the 
Maryland  Colonization  Society,  be  invited  to  sit  with  the  Board  as  a  cor- 
responding member. 

Messrs.  Paul  T.  Jones  and  A.  G.  Phelps,  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  the  Treasurer's  account,  and  the  financial  transactions  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  records  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the 
past  year,  and  report  during  the  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Messrs.  Cuyler,  Tracy,  and  Davis,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  Board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  Present,  as  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  the  addition  of  Hon.  H.  A.  Wise,  Delegate  from  the  Virginia 
Colonization  Society ;  Hon.  John  Stewart,  Delegate  from  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Colonization  Society  ;  Hon.  Joseph  Vance,  Delegate  from  the 
Ohio  State  Colonization  Society  ;  Hon.  J.  Huntington,  Delegate  Con- 
necticut Colonization  Society. 

The  Rev,  Joseph  Tracy,  from  the  committee  on  the  state  of  the 
colony,   made  the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual  Report 
as  relates  to  the  condition  of  the  colony,  beg  leave  to  report : — 

"That  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  and  of  the  society  with  respect  to  it,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  conducted  on  correct  principles,  and  with  as  much  suc- 
cess as  it  was  reasonable  to  expect.  The  distance  of  the  colony  from 
the  directing  power  at  home,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  acting  often 
on  imperfect  information,  both  here  and  there  ;  the  influence  of  the  dis- 
advantageous position  of  the  colonists,  before  emigration,  on  their  mental 
culture  and  habits  of  thought  and  action,  and  the  adverse  influences,  both 
African  and  European,  with  which  they  have  had  to  contend  in  their  new 
abode,  are  formidable  obstacles ;  and  the  degree  in  which  these  obstacles 
have  been  overcome  in  the  short  space  of  about  twenty  years,  encourages 
the  most  cheering  hopes  for  future  ages. 

"The  Committee  notice,  with  peculiar  gratification,  the  provision  made 
by  law,  for  a  system  of  Common  Schools,  intended  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  whole  colonial  population.  Where  a  State  fails  to  provide  for  the  in- 
struction of  its  youth,  it  is  well  for  private  enterprize  or  liberality,  or  asso- 
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ciated  benevolence,  to  step  in  and  supply  the  deficiency  ;  and  perhaps  this 
can  be  done  in  no  better  way  than  by  the  action  of  churches.  It  is  cer- 
taiiv^however,  that  a  system  devised  and  executed  by  the  public  author- 
ities of  a  Christian  people,  can  be  more  efficient  in  reaching  the  whole  pop- 
ulation, in  teaching  throughly  the  rudiments  of  knowledge,  and  in  forming 
correct  moral  habits,  than  any  system  which  depends  on  the  will  of  a  few, 
and  which  is  not  armed  with  the  power  of  the  State.  While,  therefore, 
we  would  sincerely  thank  those  "  religious  institutions  in  America, "  who 
have  done  so  much  for  education  in  the  colony,  and  would  earnestly  re- 
quest their  continued  aid,  so  long  and  to  such  extent  as  may  be  necessary, 
we  would  also  express  the  earnest  hope,  that  the  colonists  will  effectually 
take  the  work  into  their  own  hands,  and  soon  render  their  system  of  ed- 
ucation independent  of  charitable  aid.  In  this  attempt  all  depends,  as  it 
ought,  on  the  .'several  school  districts.  Let  them  first  tax  themselves  lib- 
erally and  then  see  to  it  that  their  money  is  well  expended,  and  the  work 
is  done. 

"The  Committee  are  gratified  to  learn,  that  the  commerce  of  the  colony 
is  prosperous,  and  that  agriculture  is  receiving  increased  attention.  Agri- 
culture ought  certainly  to  be  the  business  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  should  be  so  conducted,  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  each  shall  produce 
on  his  own  farm,  whatever  is  necessary  to  sustain  life  with  comfort.  By 
pursuing  such  a  course,  the  farmer  secures  himself  against  being  reduced 
to  want  in  a  single  year,  by  the  failure  of  a  single  kind  of  crop,  or  by  a 
change  of  its  price  in  the  market.  He  secures  that  noblest  boast  of  his 
calling,  independence ;  and  he  takes  the  surest,  though  not  the  most  flat- 
tering, road  to  wealth. 

"  In  respect  to  both  agriculture  and  commerce,  the  Committee  regret  the 
want  of  more  full  and  definite  statistics.  The  circumstances  of  the  case 
go  far  to  excuse  this  deficit  hitherto.  We  hope,  however,  that  returns 
from  the  colony  will  hereafter  be  such  as  to  furnish  the  desired  informa- 
tion. 

"  The  Constitution  and  Laws  of  Liberia,  the  Committee  have  not  been 
able  to  examine  in  detail.  The  fact,  however,  that  such  a  volume,  sanc- 
tioned by  an  African  Legislature,  has  issued  from  an  African  press,  ought 
to  give  joy  to  the  civilized  world. 

"  The  relations  existing  between  Liberia  and  the  neighboring  tribes,  is 
highly  gratifying,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  mutually  beneficial.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  allied  tribes,  before  the  late  treaty  with  the  Golahs,  has  been 
estimated  at  60,000.  Yando,  head  King  of  the  Golahs,  boasted  that  he 
had  50,000  subjects.  His  residence  is  supposed  to  be  80  or  100  miles 
from  the  coast,  and  his  country  to  extend  to  a  considerable  distance  be- 
yond.    After  all  due  allowance  for  exaggerations,  we  may  safely  suppose 
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that  these  treaties  cover  an  extent  of  100  miles  inland,  and  embrace  near- 
ly 100,000  natives.  Among  all  these,  war  and  the  slave  trade  are  abol- 
ished, much  of  barbarism  and  of  cruel  and  degrading  superstition  has  been 
removed,  and  civilization  and  Christianity  are  making  progress.  They 
are  brought,  or  rather,  having  watched  and  considered  the  subjec't  for 
twenty  years  and  become  convinced  of  its  advantages,  they  have  sought 
and  obtained  admittance,  into  habitual  and  friendly  intercourse  with  civil- 
ized and  Christian  men,  in  the  hope  and  for  the  sake  of  learning  to  be 
like  them.  And  more  than  this  :  the)''  think  themselves  gainers  by  surren- 
dering some  part  of  their  national  independence,  and  placing  themselves, 
in  some  important  respects,  under  the  control  of  their  Christian  neighbors, 
The  influence  of  these  relations  on  the  diffusion  of  Christianity  cannot  be 
doubtful. 

"This  seems  to  be  the  proper  place  for  considering,  as  the  Committee 
were  directed,  "  what,  if  any,  further  measures  should  be  adopted  to  in- 
crease the  confidence  of  the  friends  of  missions,  and  to  secure  their  aid  to 
the  cause."  What  can  be  necessary,  more  than  a  fair  and  full  statement 
of  the  facts  in  the  case  ?  Indeed,  that  confidence,  which  was  certainly 
somewhat  impaired  for  a  little  while,  seems  to  be  reviving  ;  as,  with  one 
exception,  every  society  which  has  ministers  there,  is  strengthening  and 
enlarging  them.  Of  that  one  exception,  the  mission  of  the  American 
Board  at  CapePalmas,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  say  that  it  is  not  within  the 
limits  of  our  colony,  and  we  are  no  more  responsible  for  its  history  than 
if  it  had  been  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  But  we  choose  to  add  another 
answer. 

"That  mission  was  commenced  with  the  intention  of  making  Cape  Pal- 
mas,  not  the  principal  field  of  its  labor,  but  a  mere  stepping  stone,  from 
which  to  reach  some  part  of  Central  Africa.  There  was  then  no  other 
mission  there  The  Board  was  urged  t(5  embrace  the  colonists,  as  well 
as  the  natives,  in  the  field  of  its  labors  ;  but  being  chartered  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  missions  to  the  heathen,  thought  itself  restrained  from  sending 
missions  to  Christian  colonists.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  colony  to 
amalgamate  the  interests  of  the  natives  with  their  own.  The  policy  of  the 
mission,  then  almost  as  strong  as.  the  colony,  and  expending  all  its  labors 
for  the  benefit  of  the  natives,  naturally  tended  to  raise  up  a  native  interest, 
distinct  from  the  colonial.  This  was  the  true  root  of  the  difficulty.  All 
the  unpleasant  collisions  of  the  missions  of  that  Board  with  the  colony, 
are  to  be  traced  ultimately  to  this  source.  The  two  communities  were  not 
well  constituted  for  working  together  in  a  feeble  colony,  and  in  a  district 
of  small  extent.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  your  Committee,  that  some 
tf)f  the  principal  officers  of  the  American  Board  became  convinced  of  this, 
and  feared  that  if  present  difficulties  were  settled,  others  would   arise  from 
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the  same  cause.  Meanwhile  two  other  missions  had  been  planted  there, 
and  three  missions  could  not  be  expected  to  labor  permanently  in  such 
close  contiguity,  without  collision  with  each  other.  Meanwhile,  also,  an 
opening  was  found  at  the  Gaboon  river,  a  thousand  miles  nearer  the  point 
which  the  mission  was  intended  to  reach.  It  was  occupied,  and  soon 
found  so  favorable,  that  the  Board  resolved  to  remove  its  whole  establish- 
ment to  that  place.  In  all  this,  there  is  nothing  to  prove  that  missions, 
conducted  on  a  plan  adapted  to  the  state  of  the  country,  cannot  flourish. 
^ei\  at  CapePalmas  ;  while  the  increase  of  other  missions  there,  proves 
that  they  can. 

.'••Itis  saidby  some,  that  the  colonies  are  prejudicial  to  missions,  because 
the'example  of  irreligious  colonists  corrupts  the  natives ;  but  such  objec- 
tors surely  cannot  know  what  the  natives  were  before  they  felt  the  elevat- 
ing influence  of  the  colony.  Blind  adherents  of  the  most  degrading  idol- 
atry, polygaraists,  kidnappers,  and  some  of  them  cannibals  from  time  im- 
memorial, and  having  been  for  nearly  three  centuries  under  the  exclusive 
tuition  of  European  slave  traders  and  pirates  from  whom  they  had  tho- 
roughly learned  all  the  vices  of  civilization  which  savages  are  capable  of 
learning,  they  were  incapable  of  being  demoralized.  Numerous  attempts 
were  made  to  plant  missions  among  them,  and  everyone  failed.  And  be- 
sides all  this,  the' treaties  before  alluded  to  show  conclusively,  that  not- 
withstanding the  ba(jk.examples  of  some  colonists,  (which  are  not  so  bad  as 
the  slave-trading -specimens  of  Christianity  which  the  colony  has  driven 
away,)  the  natives  know  thj^' the  Christian  system  is  better  than  theirs, 
and  produces  a  better  state  ,of  society  ;  and  therefore  the  balance  of  influ- 
ence is  immensely  in  its  favor. 

'•  The  resolution  concerning  the  increase  of  trade  and  the  establishment 
of  packets,  the  commitfee  have  not  had  time  to  consider. 
"  Respectfully  submitted  for  the  committee. 

JOSEPH  TRACY, 

Chairinany 

On  motion  of  Paul  T.  Jones,  Esq.,  the  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  the  report  was  adopted. 

Elliott  Cresson,  Esq,,',  from  the  committee  on  the  present  state  of  the 
cause  in  this  country,  made  a  report,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  was  accepted;  and,  after  some  amendments 
was  laid  on  the  table  ;  (and  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings  was  again 
taken  up,  further  amended  and  adopted,  and  will  be  found  in  its.  proper 
place.) 

^  On  motion  of  Mr.  J  ones, ''"the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  11  o'clock 
/to-morrow  morning. 

*    3 
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January  18,  1844. 

The  Board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  The  minutes  of  the  meet- 
ing  yesterday  morning  were  read  and  approved. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Treasurer's  account,  and  the 
finsncial  transactions  of  the  Executive  Committee,  made  the  following 
report:— See  account  current  for  1843,  on  page  24. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  John  Davis,  this  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davis,  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  5  o'clock  this 
evening. 

5  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Board  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  The  minutes  of  the  morn- 
ing's session  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  Cuyler,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  recoids  of  the'Exe- 
cutive  Committee  made  the  following  Report : 

"  The  committee  on  the  records  of  the  Executive  Committee,  beg  leave 
to  report : 

"  That  those  records  show  that  the  duties  of  the  executive  committee 
have  been  numerous,  difficult  and  important,  and  have  been  performed 
with  a  degree  of  industry,  fidelity  and  intelligence,  for  which  that  com- 
mittee well  deserve  our  thanks.  Time  has  not  allowed  us  in  all  cases  to 
examine  the  grounds  of  their  decisions,  so  as  to  give  an  opinion  of  their 
correctness  ;  but  we  have  noticed  nothing  which  appears  to  demand  a  re- 
examination or  revisal. 

"  We  would  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether  there  may  not  be,  during  the 
year  now  commencing,  a  more  extensive  and  effectual  presentation  of  the 
claims  of  this  society  before  public  bodies,  both  legislative  and  eclesiasti- 
cal,  and  indeed,  before  the  whole  country.  The  details  of  the  plan  of 
operations  for  this  purpose,  must  of  course  be  arranged  from  time  to  time 
by  the  executive  committee.  Much  may  be  done  by  correspondence  ; 
and  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  other  suitable  agents,  if  such  can 
be  found,  may  attend  important  meetings,  visit  influential  individuals,  and 
impart  information,  courage  and  activity  to  our  friends  in  various  parts  of 
the  country. 

"  Respectfully  submitted,  in  behalf  of  the  committee. 

"  COR'S  C.  CUYLER,  Chairman:' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Pinney,  this  report  was  accepted. 

Hon.  W.  C.  Rives,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  as  a  Delegate  from  the 
Virginia  State  Colonization  Society, 

Hon.  R.  C.  ScHENCK,  appeared  as  a  Delegate  from  the  Ohio  State  Col- 
onization Society  and  took  his  seat. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  the  report  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Piielps,  the  Board  adjourned  to  attend  the  public 
meeting  in  the  Capitol,  and  to  meet  again  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 

January  19,  1844. 

The  Board  met.  Present  Messrs.  Cuyler,  Phelps,  Harrison,  Davis, 
Rives,  Cresson,  Tracy,  Jones,  Gillett,  Stewart,  Clark,  Ellsworth,  Gurley, 
and  McLain. 

The  minutes  of  the  evening  session  were  read   and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  it  was  resolved  that  v/e  now  go  into  an  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  it  was  resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  make  a  nomination. 

Messrs.  Gillett,  Tracy  and  Davis,  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Gillett,  from  the  above  Committee  made  a  report. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  names,  viz  : 

"  Hon.  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  Hon.  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Hon.  W.  W.  Sea- 
ton,  H.  Lindsly,  M.  D.,  Hon.  C.  B.  Penrose,  Hon.  A.  O.  Dayton,  Rev 
C,  B.  Davis. 

"A.  D.  GILLETT,  Chairman:' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  this  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps  it  was  resolved,  that  it  is  expedient  for 
the  Board  to  elect  a  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Society, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Board  now  proceed 
(0  the  election  of  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Whereupon,  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley  was  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  nomination 
of  members,  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  taken  up,  and  on  motion 
of  the  same,  it  was  adopted. 

After  which  Mr.  Gurley,  formally  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  office 
of  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  expressed  his  good  feelings  for  the  cause 
and  his  fervent  wishes  for  its  future  prosperity. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  it  was  resolved  that,  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Gurley  be  accepted. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  it  was  resolved  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Board  are  due,  and  are  heartly  tendered,  to  our  late  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary, Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  for  his  long  continued  and  valuable  services,  and 
and  that  while,  in  the  kind  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  cause,  and 
good  feelings  toward  the  members  of  the  Boaid,  expressed  by  him  in  re- 
signing his  office,  we  find  assurance  of  his  future  friendly  influence,  we 
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assure  him  that  this  Board  and  its  individual  members  reciprocate  the  feel- 
ings and  that  our  good  wishes  will  follow  him  in  subsequent  life. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  it  was  resolved  that  we  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Corresponding  Secretary, 

Whereupon,  Rev.  W.  McLain  was  unanimously  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinney,  it  was  resolved  that,  Executive  Committee 
be  authorized  to  appoint  a  Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  that  part  of 
the  Annual  Report,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country  was 
taken  up,  amended,  and  adopted    and  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Annual  Report,  which 
relates  to  the  state  of  the  cause  in  this  country,  beg  leave  to  report: 

"  That  in  relation  to  the  financial  interests  of  the  Society,  the  committee, 

in  view  of  the  reduced  state  of  our  income,  feel  assured  of  the  imperative 

necessity  of  strict  economy  in  the  expenses  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and 

therefore  recommend  their  immediate  reduction,  to  a  sum  not  exceeding 

$2000,  per  an.,  viz  : 

"For  Corresponding  Secretary     -         .         -         -         $1500 
"  Rent  -...'.._.  200 

"  Office  expenses  .         _         .         .         .  300 

S3000 

"  With  this  evidence  of  a  determination  to  make  an  economical  disburse- 
ment of  the  funds  intrusted  to  our  care,  we  believe  that  men  of  a  high 
order  of  usefulness  may  be  obtained,  to  advocate  the  claims  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  and  to  swell  the  amount  of  its  funds.  It  is  only  by 
rendering  the  cause  popular  and  securing  the  love  of  the  citizens  at  large, 
that  we  can  hope  to  operate  successfully  upon  our  republican  government, 
which  always  follows,  and  never  leads  public  sentiment  and  action. 
Meanwhile,  we  shall  be  happy  that  the  local  and  State  societies,  should 
invoke  the  co-operation  of  the  individual  State  Governments,  and  recom- 
mend this  course  of  action. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIOT  D.  CRESSON, 
PAUL  T.  JONES." 

On  motion  the  Annual  Report  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee 
for  publication. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  Board  adjourned,  to  meet  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  January,  1845. 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    ANNUAL    MEETING 

OF  THE  AMERICAX  COLONIZATION"  SOCIETY. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Colonization  Soci- 
ety was  held  in  the  Capitol  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  16th  ult.,  when  the 
Hon.  John  C  Herbert,  the  first  on  the  list  of  V,  Presidents  took  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie.  The  Report  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Society  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Gurley. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  T.  Berry,  the  following  resolution  w^as  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  just  presented,  be  accepted 
and  referred  for  consideration  and  publication  to  the  Board  of  Directors. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Butler, 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  past  success  and  present  prospects  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  its  friends  are  called  upon  to  exert  cheerful  and  continued  efforts 
in  its  behalf;  and  that  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  plan  of  African  Colonization, 
is  to  be  found  the  best  means  of  arresting  the  slave  trade,  and  of  preparing  a  way  for 
and  promoting  the  cause  of  Christian  missions  in  Africa. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon,  J.  R.  Ingersoll, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  friends  of  this  Society  in  every  part 
of  the  Union,  should  more  and  more  appreciate  the  grandeur  of  their  enterprize,  as  in- 
volving very  materially  in  its  ultimate  consequences  the  dearest  interests  of  two  races  of 
men,  in  two  of  the  largest  quarters  of  the  globe. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  decease  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Proudfit,  a  Vice  President  of  this 
Society,  and  long  the  devoted  and  efficient  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Colonization  So- 
ciety, this  Institution  has  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  and  that  the  memory  of  this  eminent 
Christian  philanthropist  will  ever  be  cherished  by  the  members  of  this  Institution,  and  by 
all  the  friends  of  Africa. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  meeting,  the  advances  of  the  Colony  of  Libe- 
ria in  agriculture,  commerce,  and  other  public  improvements  has  equalled  all  reasonable 
expectations  ;  and  that,  although  the  progress  of  such  improvements  in  such  a  colony,  is 
at  first  necessarily  slow,  they  have  already  been  such  as  to  demonstrate  the  general  indus- 
try and  enterprize  of  the  people,  and  the  vast  resources  of  the  country. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Danforth, 

Resolved,  That  the  moral,  civilizing  and  Christian  influence  exerted  by  the  people  of 
Liberia  over  many  African  tribes,  and  the  earnest  efforts  of  its  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
and  many  of  its  citizens  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  neighboring  heathen  with  the 
great  truths  of  Christianity,  should  excite  the  sympathies  and  confidence  of  all  the  friends 
of  missions,  and  induce  the  clergy  and  churches  of  every  name  to  extend  to  this  colony 
a  more  constant  and  liberal  support. 

On  motion  of  M.  St.  Clair  Clark, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  cherish  an  affectionate  remembrance  of  the  Hon. 
WiUiam  Halsey,  for  several  years  very  earnestly  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  promo- 
lion  of  the  cause  of  African  Colonization  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Morehead,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  hold  another  public  meeting  in  this  hall  on  Thursday 
evening  the  18th  inst. 

After  which  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Colonization  Office 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  to-morrow. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  at  the  office  of  the  same  on  Wednesday 
morning  the  17th  at  10  o'clock,  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Ehiier,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Gurley,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
nominate  the  President  and  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  on  the  committee  :  Messrs. 
A.  («.  Phelps,  Pinney,  Jones,  Tracy,  and  Davis. 

Mr.  Phelps,  from  the  committee,  after  retiring  for  a  short  time,  made 
the  following  nomination  which  was  approved: 

Honorable  HENRY  CLAY,  President. 

Vice  Presidents. 


1  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland, 

2  General  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia, 

3  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts, 

4  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Florida, 

5  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  of  Conn., 

6  John  Cotton  Smith,  of  Connecticut, 

7  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  of  New  York, 

8  Louis  McLane,  of  Baltimore, 

9  Moses  Allen,  of  New  York, 

10  General  W.  Jones,  of  Washington, 

1 1  Samuel  H.  Smith,  of  Washington, 

12  Joseph  Gales,  of  Washington, 

13  Right  Rev.  Wm.  Meade,  D.  D.,  Bishop 

of  Virginia, 

14  Alexander  Porter,  of  Louisiana, 

15  John  McDonogh,  of  Louisiana, 

16  Geo.  Washington  Lafayette,  of  France, 

17  Rev.   James  O.  Andrew,  Bishop  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

18  William  Maxwell,  of  Virginia, 

19  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio, 

20  Walter  Lowrie,  of  New  York, 
3I  Jacob  Burnett,  of  Ohio, 

22  Joshua  Darling,  of  New  Hampshire, 

23  Dr.  Stephen  Duncan,  of  Mississippi, 

24  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia, 

25  Rev.  J.  Laurie,  D.  D.,  of  Washington, 

26  Rev.  Wm.  Hawley,  of  Washington, 

27  Rev.  Wm.  Winans,  of  Mississippi, 

28  James  Boorman,  of  New  York  City, 

29  Henry  A.  Foster,  of  New  York, 

30  Dr.  John  Ker,  of  Mississippi, 

31  Robert  Campbell,  of  Georgia, 


33  James  Garland,  of  Virginia, 

34  Rev.   Thomas   Morris,  Bishop  of  the 

M.  E.  Church,  Ohio, 

35  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Bexley,  of  London, 

36  Wm.  Short,  of  Philadelphia, 

37  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware, 

38  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Otey,  of  Tenn. 

39  Gerald  Ralston,  of  London, 

40  Rev.  Courtland  Van  Rensselaer,  N.  J., 

41  Dr.  Hodgkin,  of  London, 

42  Rev.  E.  Burgess,    D.  D.,  of  Dedham, 

Massachusetts, 

43  Thos.  R.  Hazard,  of  Providence,  R.  I., 

44  Dr.  Thos.  Masssie,  of  Tye  River  Mills, 

Virginia, 

45  Gen.  Alexander  Brown,  of  Virginia, 

46  Maj.Gen.  W infield  Scott,  Washington, 

47  Rev.  Thos.  E.  Bond,  D.  D-,  N.  York, 

48  Rev.  A.  Alexander,  D.  D.,  N,  J., 

49  Samuel  Wilkeson,  of  New  York, 

50  A.  P.  Upshur,  of  Washington, 

51  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  of  New  Jersey, 

52  James  Railey,  of  Mississippi, 

53  Rev.    George  W.  Bethune,   D.  D.,   of 

Philadelphia, 

54  Rev.  C.  C.  Cuyler,  D.  D.,  of  Phila., 

55  Elliot  Cresson,  Esq.,  of  Phila., 

56  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  New  York, 

57  Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  Andover, 

Massachusetts, 

58  Jonathan  Hyde,  Esq.,  Bath,  Maine, 

59  Rev.  J.  P.  Durbin,  D.  D.,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

60  Rev.  Beverley  Waugh,  Bishop  of  M.  E. 
Church,  Baltimore. 


32  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  New  Jersey, 

Mr.  Gurley  rose  and  spoke  of  the  long  continued  and  important  sei  vices 
of  Col.  W.  L.  Stone,  and  moved  that  he  also  be  appointed  a  Vice  Pre- 
sident, which  motion  was  adopted. — Eev.  J.  B.  Pinney  rose  and  offered  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution. 

Whereas,  In  the  origin  of  the  Colonization  scheme,  the  aid  and  protection  of  the 
General  Government  was  expected  to  be  extended  to  the  Colonies — And, 

Whereas,  The  work  of  extending,  governing  and  providing  for  their  interests,  has 
grown  already  beyond  the  means  of  voluntary  association — And, 

Whereas,  The  present  interests  and   future  welfare  of  the  Colonies  in  Africa,  need 
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the  fostering  care  of  some  friendly  State ;  and,  Whereas,  by  reason  of  Constitutional  and 
other  obstacles,  such  care  and  protection  has  not  been  obtained  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  extended  ;    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  the  wisdom  and  propri- 
ety of  ceding  said  colonies  to  some  European  power — or  of  securing  their  friendly  pro- 
tection for  the  colonies,  and  also  to  report  the  measure  proper  for  such  action. 

This  resolution,  after  some  discussion  in  which  Messrs.  Pinney,  Tracy, 
Cuyler,  and  Gurley,  participated,  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Cuyler,  referred 
over  for  consideration  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  After  some  further  re- 
marks from  Messrs.  Harrison,  Cresson,  and  Gurley,  on  motion  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  McLain,  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Chairman  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  public  meeting  to  be  held  to-morrow  evening  at  the  Capitol, 
consisting  of  Messrs,  Cresson,  Harrison,  and  McLain. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening  at  7  o'clock. 


HoTJSE  OF  Representatives,  Jan.  ISth,  1844. 

The  Society  met  agreeably  to  adjournment.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Laurie, 
one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding 
meetings  were  read. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Morehead  presented  and  ably  advocated  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  since  the  colony  of  Liberia  is  powerfully  contributing  to  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave-trade,  and  the  protection  and  increase  of  American  com- 
merce on  the  African  coast,  as  well  as  to  the  cause  of  African  civilization,  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Board  of  Directors  and  to  the  several  State  Colonization  Societies  to 
continue  their  applications  to  the  general  government,  for  such  aid,  by  the  direct  appro- 
priation of  funds,  and  the  co-operation  of  the  United  States  squadron  on  that  coast,  as 
shall  enable  the  Colony  of  Liberia  to  acquire  entire  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  line  of 
that  coast  from  Cape  Mount  to  Cape  Palmas. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  vast  benefits  to  mankind  of  the  enterprize  in  which  the 
Colonization  Society  is  now  engaged  of  planting  a  colony  of  colored  freemen,  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  give  to  that  Society 
a  cordial  and  efficient  support. 

Elliot  Cresson,  Esq.,  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  vast  objects  contempla- 
ted by  the  Society,  and  the  advantage  which  the  agricultural  and  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  this  country  would  derive  from  their  vigorous  prosecution. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gillett  offered  and  advocated  the  following  resolution 
which  was  adopted. 

Whereas,  The  Colonization  Society  belongs  to  no  party  in  politics,  to  no  one  de- 
nomination of  Christians,  and  to  no  one  section  of  our  beloved  country — Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  philanthropists  to  promote  its  civil  and  educational 
prosperity,  and  of  all  churches  to  co-operate  with  its  religious  inhabitants  in  spreading 
among  them  and  the  contiguous  native  tribes,  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tinsley,  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  B.  Johnson,  of 
South  Carolina,  was  added  to  the  list  of  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society. 

Paul  J.  Jones,  Esq.,  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  importance  of  in- 
creasing the  contributions  to  the  Society,  and  extending  its  operations  both 
in  this  country  and  in  Africa. 

After  which  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  January,  1845. 
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